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RADIO BANISHES FARM ISOLATION 

The business of farming is made heller by ra­
dio, \Vllic l1 kcci,s tJ1c Ftlrt1•cr posled 0 11 l>TiCe!i 

and mnrkct conditions. Farming as u lrndc is 
helped hy radio advice and by ' ' ituUy i1nporlanl 
weather bulletins. Home life on the !arm bene­
fits through housekeeping suggest.ions, and 

hy an endless variety or cn terlainmcnl rur­
nishcd by radio. The rnrmcr as a citizen is 
kept informed by rnd.io discussions ol political 
subjects. Thus isolation, the farmer's hurdcn £or 
U1ousands of years, has been banished hy the 
magic of radio in scarcely more than a decade. 
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THE LEATHERMAN HOMESTEAD - IN LINES AND MATERIALS, IT IS TYPICAL OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RURA L SCEN E 

LISTEN'S PHOTOGRAPHER CALLS ON THE JOHN G. LEATHERMANS 
This unelectrified Pennsylvania farm shows how radio has ended isolation ... how it brings to the most remote home 

entertainment and advice which no one in the world is rich enough to command for himself 

Radio has put an end to the isolation that was once the lot of the farmer. 
The entertaintnent, the news, the whole range of hun1an activities so 

Familiar to city dwellers, were once a closed book to rural families. 
Now, through NBC millions of farn1 homes are familiar with the incom­

parable artistry of Maestro Toscanini as he conducts the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra. T hey bear the Metropolitan Opera. They know the con1edians 
and actors of the ai r, and hear the news of the day on the day it is news. 
T heir young folks dance to the music of the bands in leading night clubs. 

Radio serves the farmer in more serious ways. I t brings him religious 
services, regardless of weather or d istancc. Far1ners have al ways been 

politically minded. Formerly they often found it difficult to keep well 
informed in this important field. Now radio brings discussions and news of 
the political questions of the day right to the home. 

Unchallenged leader in programs specifically for the farmer and his 
Family is the NBC National }'arm and Home Hour. This famous progrru:n 
is on the a ir six days a week, is now in its eleventh year. 

RCA serves the farmer in other ways. Research in RCA Laboratories has 
produced fine radio instrun1ents For use both with and without electric cur­
rent. Today £ewer bushels of grain, or pounds of 1neat., will buy better radios 
than ever before, while low-drain RCA Victor tubes ma.ke current costs trivial. 

Cows like radio-St1trdy young Richard does much of the 
milking on the Leatherman farm. Here he listens to 
RCA Victor Pick-~fc-Up set as he works. ~·armers re­
port that ra!lio <1t1iets CO\\'S. One of nation's big dairies 
is te~tiog rndio as possible way to increase milk yield. 

Wigon radio- So completely mobile is the Pick-Mc-Up 
Urnt it is a set of a thowiand uses. Farmer Leatherman 
fu1ds he can carry it along .,, a companion on some of 
his daily tasks. 1'he nearer horse was bought as a three­
ycar-old, is now 18, hut still going strong. 

More eggs and better poultry are produced by thousands 
of farmer$ who have followed expert advice brought to 
them by radio. Farmers are also kept constantly in­
fonned by radio as to correct egg and poultry prices. 
Photo shows ~{rs. Lcathermanwithoneofher laying hens. 
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RADIO JOIN S THE FAMILY AT DINNER 

As the Lealhermans aLe their midday meal on 
Morch 6rst, they followed NBC's National Farm 
and Home Hour. Mrs. LeaU1erma11, who each year 
puls up some 500 jars of canned food, was part icu· 
larly interested in conversation on canning between 
universit)' nutritionist and a £armer's \\•ife v.·ho 
discussed the nutritive values or farm produce 
which may be canned for family use. The radio 
on the dinner table is RCA Victor P ick-l\1e-Up. 

Another Farm and Home Hour booster-(Below) On 
the occasion of tbc 3000th broadcast of this famous 
program, J . J . Gorman, an Illinois farmer, talked 
to radio audience through NBC mike from the 
seat of his tractor. National Broadcasting Com­
pa ny mobile unit i.~ seen at right. Mr. Gorman's 
tractor is equipped with an automobile radio. 
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Farm kitchen no longer isolated - Farm wives are proud or their cooking. But 
even there radio helps. Mrs. Leatherman, shown at her stove, says many 
radio recipes appeal to lier family . The ever-handy RCA Victor P ick-Me-Up 
radio keeps kitchen or this non-electrified farm in touch with the world. 
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Relaxing after dinner- John Leatherman and small daughter enjoy a brief 
noonlime rest. i\of rs. T..ealherman likes lo relax, loo, bul being n good 
housewife she darns socks as she lislens. "Prelty big boles," says she. 
'''''eU_, it!s honest ,,·ork lhat made them,'' retorts her husband, ''but a 
bit of this lively 13roadwa.y music sure makes farming go easier." 

The music you want when you want it- The popularity of Victor and Bluebird Records is 
due in part lo handy, portable Victrolas which can be 1llayed anywhere. Below at right, 
tvlargaret Leatherman is thus playing a Vietor Record. In homes which have electricity, 
t housands hear re<:Ords through their radio sets by means of tlic RCA Vietor Record Player. 

u,stairs, too- For some time city folks have used smaU radios n.• personal set.. for bedrooms. 
Now country people can do the same. Photo above shows Margaret Leatherman in her 
room "ith new RCA Victor battery--0perat.ej Little Nipper- rural brother of the AC.DC set 
of the same name. RCA Laboratories constantly devise new ideas in radios large and small. 
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"B•I llwd" ell•' Cl'OWlld as NBC reparts stmy­
Tbousands attend, millioll.!I listen as NBC each year 
gives eyC-witness account of National Corn Husking 
Cbampiollllhip, the farmers' favorite contest. To be in 
the running a IDAll must husk and pitch against the 
"bang board" about 6000 ears-weighing a ton and a 
half - in 80 minutes. (Below) Irvin Bauman, Illinois 
Champion and runner-up for 1988 National honors 
photographed by "Prairie Farmer" as he strips an ear. 

"Radio beptt1n knowled&e'' - Breeding of fine livestock is 
aided through information reaching farmers by radio. 
At right young: California farmer tel.ls NBC listeners 
bow he raised his prize-winning champion Hereford 
steer. Youngsters on farms listen eagerly to radioed 
suggestions, raise many blue ribbon winners. A western 
farmer recently wrote to the NBC San Francisco studio, 
"I can't compete with my son in raising a fine pig for 
market because of the boy's radio begotten knowledge." 

"Shall I plow lhe south 40 tomorrow?" - To fnrmcrs 
\vealher is of vital importatnce. -F'arrncrs bn \'C respect 
for Uncle Snm's weaUier men, know that over extended 
periods they are 85% right. Rndio weather forecasts 
a.re of tremendous value t.o farnJcrs, help them plan 
their work. Old lime photo shows flags tL<ed as wea.Lher 
signals in pre-radjo days. J\'DC broadcasts regular 
weather forecasts several times daily, and in addition 
bulletins of interest to producers of specialty crops. 
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In days gone by !armers hnd to travel long distances to get in touch with polit­
ical goings on such as torch light porode shown in old newspaper cut. Now 
radio brings them all the drama, excitement and information or the great 
political conventions, keeps them al nil times in touch with political events. 
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Plays Records Any­
where, Any Time! 

You want record mll.8ic evcr_ywhere 
oowaday•. Thia i-table R CA Vic· 
trola (phonograph only) give& it to 

rou. No electric- '12 tll!O* ttyneeded. :Model ~II 
0-12. pritt . . .. 

Newest LittJe Nipper 
C...tdlt in littleradioa i• RCA Vic tor 
~fodel9TX31,whicb ha•• Vic1rola 
Plug-in permiltingit to beueed with 
the R CA Victor Rec· ,

9 
... 11'. * 

ord Player. Under- UU 
¥;Titens' appro•al. 

87 .50 worth of Vietor o r Bl11e· 
b ird Record. given you 10 Intro­
duce the RCA Victo r R ecord 
Player, 1he bnr.,ntioo t hat play1 
record. thro"llh your own radio. 

\ll' ith thieRCA Vic1orlleoordPlayr r. 
which 00818 ooly$1 l.95, you can""" 
any modern AC ra1lio •• an rlrt· 
tric phonogral;'h.,At no <Xtra COl!t 
you get $ 7.SO rn Vic tor or Hlur Lird 
Recordil of your chnice. AIM> mr m· 
buwp in Victor Rrtmrd Societ y 
and a 12 month.' subll<'ripti()ft 10 
Victor R..oonl Rrvir .. - value S~. 
A $2-1.15 value (or $14.95. 

This is the lowest-priced 
Auton1atic Record Changing 
RCA Victrola Ever Offered 

-and you get a $17.50 
record bonw with it 

With tbU new RCA Victrola you can 
enjoy both reconb i nd radio. Records 
changed automatic1lly. R•dio h•• RCA 
Victor Electric Tuning - Pu•h •button. 
there's your s ta tion. To encou ro.ge buying 
now. your RCA Victor de•ler will give 
you with this i\f odel U-123, your choice 
of Vict or or Bluebird Rcconl• to value of 
$17.50 at no extra coot . In •ddi tiun, you 
receive member•hip in Victor Record 
Society, and 12 month•' subseription to 
Victor llcoord Rcvicw- vuluc $2.00. You 
will also get o special trutlc-in allowance 
for your old eel. Price or U-123 

'12995* 

sho"7s you ho"' to 
listen "7hile you 
"7ork or "7hile 

you play! 
Wherever you live it costs little to have music with 
you, and it can be radio or records, as you please 

'fho preceding four pages have 
sbownyousomethingofhow RCA 
Victor radio instruments serve 
tJ1e farmer. In the same way new 
R CA Victor models provide enter­
tainment for any borne, anywhere. 
Now-in your summer camp or 
country home, on a boat or else­
where, you can have radio or 
records wiili you wherever you go. 

To serve you at points off elec­
tric power lines RCA Victor offers 
new battery radi06 at tJte lo"'est 
prices in history. T hese range fron1 
large consoles to the new battery 
operated Little Nipper, shown on 
this page. 

Gaining in popularity daily are 
the rnarvelously convenient and 

ingenious HCA Victor Pick-J\.1e­
U p radios. One of tbe newest of 
these co1npletely r><>rtable and 
modestly priced scu1 is show-n a I 
right above. 

I f you have electric current it 
will pay you to study tJ1e a rnazing 
offer made above in connection 
wi th the glorious new Good Times 
l\1odel R CA Victrola. Here is an 
instrument worthy of a place in 
the finest hon1c, yet priced for 
modest hudgelll. 

Visit your RCA Victor dealer. 
See how inex-pensively you and 
your fan1ily can enjoy ALL 01usic, 
regardless of where you live, or 
where you plan to spend your 
vacation. 

• All pric• l.o.h, Camden. N. J., aubjttt lo "'-han.ge without uotlu. Yon t an huy RCA Vic.tor H•Jio. 
on C. l .T. eti•y JNY~t plan. Af'y r.d.io in•tTumnl i~ tH-..ttflr wi th •11 RCA VH-:tnr ~tutt.r Antcuua . 
l.U~n u. the .. MG«ie Key of RCA .. ftte!'J' Sunday. 2 111 J I'. M., £. S. 'I:, on fAi jt l~BC Blue l't'fltwurlt. 

For fi.na ndio perf1,nu1u.:e- RCA Vict~r Radl.o 1 '11l>f'.t 

--

RCA Victo r Piek-~le-Up 

Lets You Have Radio 
Everywhere You Go 

The new RCA Vic tor Pick -~l c·Uf' 
Portable Radio will serve you nny· 
wl1ere. No wirf"S-. No conr1ections. 
Power comes from ln11g·liv ctl, ligl1t­
weight dry batt•ries pnCk"d in to set. 
l=Jandson1e case i11 airplane l11ggnge 
s t y l e. l\>[ odel •
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94BPl. Pr ice , 'lf" .-_-
~·i tl1ol1 t l·1n tteries 

l.inle ~iriw:r 814Da* Uatter)' Radio 
i\lodel BT- lO 011ly 

Now!- the famo1111 Littlr Nil'I"" 
feature:!! a l•att1~..-,· r.t: l . L..o~ e111 J•rl<·NI 
HCA Victor hanery radio in l1181A)ry. 
ll as J.,l volt OJ"'r•tion, HCA Vic tor 
Low Drain tulH'& for low"Kt OJ"'rUt · 
ing COila. (Ba tteriea exlra) 

Other Valuea for Every Home Off 
the Hi11hllne ! 

RCA Victor oilers• oompletr line of 
extra val11e t..attcrya0pcratc-tl taltle 
modds anti oon•olt"S, manr fra turing 
RCA Vic tor F.lec:tric T uning. No 
mat tc:r -.·hat )'Oe1r ttq11ir.-m••ntA. 
RC!\ Vietor ha• thr ilrt ,·on nf't'1I, 
priced for '011r h111li:rt. · 

Short Wave RCA Victor 
Super-Continental 

Table Model 

This amazing new RCA Vi~tor tn hl~ nulll· 
cl givat sl1ort wa\1t~ rtM"t"Jlli4)11 tlf u •1t1ulill' 
nrver surpas ... tl in a •mall iM' t. ll aA Eli·~· 
tro-Dynamic SP"ak<'r, AC- J>C "l"'raliou. 
P ush-Lutton tuninr for fi,·.- ~tati<>n~. llln~· 
trated in ~·al1111 1 fani~. ulrtet 11\·ailal•le• i11 
black, irt walnt1I fi11isl1 -.·i 1l1 iVM)' L.11«•1•.-. 
or ir1 iv ory finislt at 8 ., * 
slightly hii:h•r 1•n<..-;<. <';1"199it 
~l0tld 96X I I. pri~" .. 
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