












































The SDR 40: A simple sound card ‘

receiver for 40 metres

Peter Parker VKBYE - www.vk3ye.com

Constructing a good general
coverage receiver used to be antenna
a formidable undertaking. Few
amateurs buiit them and kits had
been rare for decades. Software
defined radio technology has made
the task easier and kits are once
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Amateur radio promotion

Kevin Crockett VK3CKC

Opportunities to showcase amateur
radio to the public come up from
time to time. Sometimes they find
you and others you will have to find
for yourself and seize the opporiunity
to do something. Many opportunities
appear at least a day after you could
have done something about it.
Howaever, there are many things that
can achieve more hits than misses
- both regarding opportunities and
also what you do on the day. If you
want to promote amateur radio, you
must be ready at a moment’s notice
to take advantage. Here are some
hints.

There are two different
approaches: Create your own
opportinities or use someone else’s.

Creating your own

If you want to maximize pre-event
exposure for your showcass, you
must advertise. Problem: Where do
you advertise? Solution: Wherever
you want to.

Most communities have
commercial or community radio and/or
TV stations, councils have community
billboards on their web sites, there are
free newspapers, etc., etc., but you
have to get your message to them.
What's the easiest way of doing that?

Most of the media mentioned
above require content for their
existence. Many will run a story if
they see value in it. A now well-
practiced method in the Bendigo
area is 1o create what is termed
a Media Release or Community
Service Announcement. This is only
a point listing email that shows,
under specific headings.

What is happening:
When:

Where:

Cost:

Contact:

This is followed by a few short,
maybe single sentence paragraphs
with a few general detalls and a
statement about whom to contact
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to arrange interviews and rounding
off with the person/organisation
sending the information.

Now, to whom do you send it?
You start an ever-increasing list of
emall addresses associated with
media, community information
outlets or potentially interested
persons/organizations in your area.
As time goes by, you will add more
addresses as you discover them.
Advertising then becomes a matter
of effectively sending just one email
whenever an event presents. You
will be surprised where it appears
as recipients of your email associate
it with other contacts of which you
are unaware. Most newspapers
have local versions around the
countryside and your information
can appear well out of town. The
same goes for community web sites.

Believe me, it works and the
process can be used for anything -
including Club speaker nights, etc.

That’s the first part of the job
done. If you are lucky, you might get
a phone call from a radio station or a
newspaper requesting an interview.
You might even be called into a
studio or the interview might be
conducted in real time via telephone.
Then again, you may hear nothing but
then be surprised when a newspaper
or TV representative turns up on the
day with camera and notepad.

The more unusual - either by
location or activity type — your event
is, the more interest it may generate.
It may also have an impact on your
advertising. A YouTube video of a
unigque event can be seen at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdXqf
26cYawé&feature=youtu.be This was
an amateur radio equipped trike ride
to a local market on the O’Keefe
Rail Trail. Having ‘leaked’ plans to
the right peopte, it resulted in an
invitation to provide a pre-event talk
and later being asked if it could take
place on market day. The ride was
a curtain raiser for a larger event

still planned for the future, A club
display was set up at the market

with appropriate transceivers and
APRS progress was displayed ona |
laptop. Planning was considerable !
and many things were learned.

If amateur radio is to flourish into |
the future and always have a flow
of newcomers to the hobby, it must
be publicly visible. Unlike tennis
players, you don't have to go and
find a tennis court on which to play.
You can do it all from the comfort of
your lounge chair. Nobody sees you
and only a few of those already in
the hobby know what you are doing.
The general public remains ignorant. .
That needs to change.

Using someone else’s event
This part is easy. You need to
ensure that whoever is running the
event knows about your desire to
make their event even better. You
need to keep your ears and eyes
open and keep in touch with where
advertising for such things appear -
and be ready when it does appear.

Having been involved in many
amateur radio publicity/promotion
events - town hall, fire station, parks,
markets, WIA National Field Days,
amateur radio equipped trike ride to
a local market {more on that to come
in the future), National FunFlight
Day, regular public information and
training, etc. - it has become obvious
to me that just providing information
will not result in success. In order
to really succeed, it is necessary to
be seen doing amateur radio things
in public and, if you can, involve the
public themselves in daoing it — and
doing it often. Field Days out of the
public eye do not cut it.

An ARRL comment | saw a
year or two ago said that anyone
with reasonable intelligence could
study, gain a licence, then do the
same things as we do. A couple of
questions that may be posed are,
‘Why would they want to?’ and
'What would they get out of it?' You












several to create other values—
this gave me more data points
for my calculations. For instance,
I combined 2 10Q and a 100Q
resistor to create a load of 110 Q.
I mixed values like this to get the
combinations listed in Table 1
under the column heading of R
(resistance).

After recording the voltage for
each resistor/combination using
this process, | used Ohm'’s Law to
calculate the current (column | of
Table 1), and then used the cumrent
to calculate the wattage (column P).

Results
Table 1 shows the results of my
investigation into the solar panel's
power output. It shows that as
resistance increased from one ,
the power output increased from
0.11 watts to a maximum of 3.43
watts at 66 Q (highlighted in bold).
However, as the load increased
beyond 66 ohms, the power
decreased steadily. For instance, at
790 Q the power output was only
0.34 watts.

Discussion and Conclusion
The point at which the highest
power is generated by a solar panel

-

R € P

© 18.8 0 0

790 17.1 0.02 0.34

690 17.2 0.02 0.34

526 17.1 0.03 0.51

470 17.4 0.04 0.70

220 17.3 0.08 1.38

156 16.7 0.11 1.84

110 16.5 0.15 248

100 16.7 0.17 2.84

66 14.9 0.23 343

57 136 0.24 3.26

56 126 0.23 2.30

10 26 0.26 0.68

L 1 0.33 0.33 011 )
Table 1: Results of the solar panel test.

is known as its ‘operating point.’
In this case the panel's operating
point was 3.43 watts at 66 Q - this
is the point at which the product
of current and voltage is at its
maximum.,

Howaever, 3.43 watts is
inadequate to charge a large gel cell
battery. This was discovered by my
friend who tried to use the panel for
this purpose. The results of this test
support his conclusion and explain
why this was so (that is, inadequate

wattage).

So, even though my friend :
thought he was getting a cheap II
source of DC power for his battery !
charging scheme, the panel was |
a great disappointment. Whereto
from here? The best option for my :;
friend was to deliver the panel to thé
local recycling depot for electronic .
and electrical devices, and to buy al
good quality panel.

If you ever find yourself in such
a position, you can use this simple '
methodology to measure the output
of your solar panels. | hope this
helps!

Editor’'s note: From my limited
experience with solar panels
designed for 12 voit systems, the
open circuit voltage is typically

22 volts and the voltage at the
maximum power or operating point
is 17-18 volts, suggesting that

the panel above was much more
severely damaged than it looked.
Also, typical gel cells are fully
charged at around 14.2 volts, so |
if a simpte off/on regulator is used
somewhat less than the panel’s
maximum power output will be '
available to charge the battery. I

WARD 2014 World Amateur

Geoff Atkinson VK3TL

This day is celebrated each year
on April 18 in recognition of the
anniversary of the founding of the
IARU in Paris in 1925.

The primary purpose of WARD,
as stated in IARU Resolution 94-3,
is the need for an annual focus
on amateur radio and the benefits
countries and communities derive
from the service.

Every year the IARU
Administrative Council has
attempted to select a theme both
consistent with the role and purpose
of amateur radio and at the same
time representing a meritorious
activity which, if promoted, could
bring favourable credit to IARU and
amateur radio generally.
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At the Administrative Council
meeting in September 2013, various
topics were discussed and possible
themes massaged. The theme
“Amateur Radlo: Your Gateway to
Wireless Communication” was put
forward by Geoff Atkinson VIK3TL
of Region 3 and after discussion
was adopted by the Council for the
forthcoming World Amateur Radio
Day, Agril 18, 2014.

This is an opportunity for
amateurs in VK to show their
expertise in digital and wireless
communications, to those in the
community who have “wireless
communication” interests, but
haven't considered the association
with Amateur Radio.

Radio Day

How the day is promoted is a
matter for the individual member
society and or Region. There have
been many varied ways the day is
recognised in scops, complexity
and success. :

The AC discussed whenthe |
day falls on a weekday it is more
difficult to observe and promote
and the opportunities are somewhat
diminished.

Council approved the idea
that any public relations activities
or operating events could
appropriately take place the
weekend following April 18 in those
yeatswhen the actual date fell on a



The WIA, technology and
the challenge of change

Phil Wait VK2ASD and Roger Harrison VK2ZRH

Your WIA needs youl This article
prefaces a comprehensive
membership survey that is
important to the on-going existence
and development of the Institute.
The WIA faces challenging financial
and operational imperatives that
necessitate changing the way we do
things.

Considering this, the WIA Board
has taken two key decisions - to
raise membership fees from 1 July
2014 and to provide a digital edition
of AR magazine from the July issue,
in addition to the printed magazine.
In the meantime, the Board needs
a snapshot of your demographics,
interests and views.

The financial imperative

The Objects of the WIA, specified
in our Constitution, are broadly to
educate and encourage new radio
amateurs, be an effective advocate
for amateur radio nationally and
internationally, to protect and
enhance the operating privileges
for radio amateurs, and to provide
relevant services to members.

At the time of formation of
the National WIA in 2004, the fee
structure was set to the lowest fee
charged by any of the then seven
divisions, so that no members
would be disadvantaged on
becoming a member of the National
WIA. The Institute operated at a
small profit in the years following
nationalisation, and increased
membership fees in 2011 to
maintain that financlal position in
the face of rising costs.

In the past two years the Institute
has suffered trading losses, mainly
due to falling sales revenue and
increasing costs, especially in relation
to AR magazine's declining advertising
sales revenue and its increasing

printing and distribution costs.

The situation is not serious,
as the WIA has ample financial
reserves. But, in order to properly
represent the long-temm interests
of members and the Australian
amateur radio community,
especially in the rapidly changing
technological and regulatory
environments we face, and to
continue providing the many
services we do, the WIA’s trading
position needs to be restored.

In the face of these
circumstances, as announced
above, the WIA Board recently
took two key decisions - to raise
membership fees from 1 July 2014
and to provide a digital edition of
AR magazine from the July issue in
addition to the print edition, for the
time being. The details are set out in
the breakout panel on page 30.

Unlike Norman Lindsay’s famous
“Magic Pudding”, which you can
cut and come again forever, the
WIA’s resources are finite, and doing
nothing - continuing with “business
as usual” - was not an option.

Here’s an outline of how the
Board arrived at these decisions
and the reasons for undertaking the
membership survey.

Opportunities for cost
savings

The WIA has already achieved
savings over 2013, especially

in relation to Directors’ Board
meetings, which are now held
monthly by teleconference rather
than the much more expensive
quarterly face-to-face meetings.
The Institute has subscribed to
the GoToMeeting service, which
cost $480 last year (gotomesting.
com.au). This has proved both
convenient and beneficial. Monthly

teleconferences, rather than
quarterly face-to-face meetings,
have helped the Board to enact WIA
business faster and more efficiently.

The Club Grants Scheme has
been postponed until further notice,
a further saving of about $6000 per
year. it would be good to return to a
situation where the Scheme could
be restored.

There may be other small
areas of saving, but these are
incremental at best and, even when
taken together, would not make
the adjustment required without
seriously cutting back on important
functions like our international
representation at the ITU and the
IARU - a very slippery slope to
follow after building and maintaining
a strong profile internationally
over many decades, which has
established the institute as a key
player in many influential policy areas
of global radio communications
administration. For example, led by
the advocacy of the late Michael
Owen VK3KI, and backed by the
ARV, the Morse qualification for
HF band access was dropped by
administrations the world over and
new “Foundation” licences emerged
over the early-2000s, moves that are
still progressing across the globe.
Internationally, the WIA was involved
in the introduction of the WARC
bands more than 30 years ago, as
well as the 136 kHz and 472 kHz
bands more recently. For the past
few years, the Institute has been
working towards getting agresment
among many administrations for a §
MHz amateur allocation. And that list
only covers a number of highlights.

The elephant in the room is
always going to be the publication
of AR magazine; costing about
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$105,000 just to print and distribute
itin 2013, it is the largest single WIA
expense.

Faced with a similar financial
situation, the NZART changed its
monthly magazine Break-in to a
bi-monthly publication. The ARRL
and the RSGB, in considering their
future operational strategies, have
each embarked on providing digital
versions of their magazines, QST
and RadCom, respectively.

Possibilities for increasing
income

Membership fees provide the
majority of the WIA's income, with
a much smaller iIncome stream
derived from specific service
charges along with Bookshop and
other merchandise sales.

There is no opportunity to
increase income from the License
Assessments and the Callsign
Management functions that the
WIA performs on behalf of the
ACMA because they have to be
performed on a cost-recovery basis.
That is, the WIA cannot derive a
profit from them, These services
are provided to the amateur radlo
community under a Commonwealth
of Australia Deed of Agreement.
Under the terms of the Deed, the
WIA is prevented from deriving
any net financial benefit from
that work. In addition, Australian
law also prevents any services
provided by the WIA on behalf of
the Commonweatth to be linked to
membership.

As the WIA cannot financially
benefit from the work it does on
behalf of the ACMA, we cannot
use that income to cross-subsidise
other WIA activities, and we cannot
link the provision of Licence
Assessments, Certificates of
Proficiency and callsigns to WIA
membership. The WIA is audited
yearly to ensure that these services
comply with the terms of the Deed.

The WIA views this work it
does on behalf of the ACMA as
a service to Australian amateur
radio generally. There has been
no move to Increase charges for
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these services. As advised In

the President’s Comment in the
January/February 2014 issue of
AR, the Board and our Registered
Training Organisation (RTO) are
working on streamlining the
processes and procedures to
reduce costs and to accelerate
providing exam candidates

with their results, Certificate of
Proficiency and callsign within

a short timeframe. This is a high
pricrity in the WIA's ACMA Liaison
work,

Another avenue for increasing
income is to expand the range of
our publications. The Foundation
Licence Manual has been a
remarkable success and will be
continued because of the role it
plays in education and licence
assessments. The Annual Callbook
is pretty much an “institution”,
although on-line services and
resources are eating into its market.
Going beyond these, the Board
and the Publications Committes
are keen to develop plans for
other publications suited to the
Australlan amateur radio market,
particularly for Foundation and
Standard licensees. However,
while developing these products
will in time become a useful and
necessary addition to the WIA’s
commercial activities, they can only
be an adjunct supporting the WiA's
objectives, and not the main game.

The WIA Bookshop is a valued
service, and a small number of WIA
publications, like the Foundation
Licence Manual, are significant
sources of merchandise revenue
for the service. However, taken
overall, the Bookshop is a small
contributor to WIA income and
a marginal operation, especially
given the amount of work and
effort required from volunteers. The
Board believes that, by rearranging
how the bookshop works, there
are opportunities to both lower
the cost to members of some
publlcations, and also to Improve
the service. Book sales will never be
a major source of revenue that can
supplement membership fees, as

these operations do for the ARRL
and the RSGB. i
Newsagent sales of AR
magazine are rightly considered a
proper channel for public promotion '
of amateur radio and the WIA.
However, with sales at around 400-
500 copies per issue, it will never be
a big eamer. Although the Institute
receives less than half the cover
price for copies sold, the income
is nevertheless welcome, all the
same. The cover price has been $8
since the January/February issue of
2012. Last year, the Board raised it
to $9.70 from the January/February
2014 issue, which puts it in the
same price ballpark as other slim,
hobby interest magazines on the
newsagents’ shelves.

Membership fees

So we come to membership fees.
The Board is generally aware of

the age profile of the membership
and your diverse social and
employment backgrounds. Hence,
there was concern among - and
considerable discussion between - -
Board members that a considerable .
increase in membership fees may |
discourage too many potential
members from joining and existing !
members from renewing, and thus |
be counterproductive. To some
extent, any fee Increase is llkely to
have a level of discouragement for
some people, anyway. A number

of scenarios to increase fees were
canvassed - such as increasing the
membership fees annually in small
increments over the next 4-5 years,
or only increasing fees a modest
amount and reviewing the situation
later. But it was clear that such
measure would not help the bottom
line soon enough, nor necessarily
provide a firm foundation for the
future.

Considering all that, the Board
has a fiduciary duty (i.e. financial
duty) to ensure the continued
viability and development of the
organisation, which weighed-in to
the decision to Increase the fees.

The Increase for full membership
is $15, equal to 18.75%.



For concessional membership,
the increase is just $10, equal to
14.3%. The other membsership
grades have been similarly adjusted
and then set at sensible dollar
amounts. There is no escaping
that, in percentage terms, the
change to the full membership fee
Is a substantial increase. However,
in dollar terms - an increase of
$15 for full membership — it's not
great compared to the broader
costs of living — three beers per
year, a modest bottle of wine,
less than a packet of cigarettes
{for the remaining members that
smoke, these days), and so on. The
Student membership fee remains
unchanged at $35, preserving the
original purpose of setting this fee
level as being an encouragement to
students to join and a concession
to their generally impecunious
circumstances. :

To ease the burden of paying
membership fees all in one
g0, the Board has introduced
quarterly membership payments
by direct debit, for those who
would find that system more
convenient.

The WIA Board saw that this
policy change meets the need
to make it easier for people to
renew their membership, which
may contribute to reducing non-
renewals, as well as encouraging
more people to join the WIA in the
first place.

The Board felt that, undoubtedly,
a proportion of current members
would balk at paying a full
membership of $95 per year for a
variety of reasons - affordability,
perceived value for money,
competing demands from other
needs and wants, etc. Introducing
a quarterly payment direct debit
schems should contribute toward
mitigating that.

Other than restoring income
levels to more than cover costs,
there is another benefit to an
increase in membership fees. The
Board concluded that the increase
of just $15 per year would enable
the introduction of a digital edition

of AR magazine in parallel with the
existing paper edition for a period,
giving sufficient time to test the
acceptance of the transition to
publishing only a digital edition.

The next most effective way to
increase income from membership
subscriptions is for the WIA to find
a persuasive way to retain existing
members, while recruiting new
ones. The WIA has always had a
small membership churn rate of a
few per cent, which varies in a minor
way from year to year. Fortunately,
the level of non-renewals in 2013
was an improvement on previous
years,

No doubt there is a variety of
reasons for membership churn,
including lifestyle changes, loss
of interest in the hobby, loss of
interest in the WIA and, naturally,

a proportion becoming silent keys.
And there are always some who
just don't get around to renewing!
The Board will implement a
program in 2014 to address non-
renewals, while recruiting efforts are
continued.

The on-line future

From the introduction of the digital
edition in July, members who have
provided us with an up-to-date
emall address will receive an email
each month when the digital edition
is available for download via a
secure log-on. Those of you who
are ARRL members with a ‘digital’
subscription will already have
experience of this sort of faclility.

As Amateur Radio magazine is
the most significant tangible benefit
of membership, the WIA Board
is concerned to see that, in the
trangition away from the exclusive
printed edition, the opportunities
for value-adding are maximised for
the benefit of members. The digital
edition of AR magazine affords
opportunities for value-added
services not avaitable in the print
edition, such as live hypertext links
to websites and on-line videos, for
example. In addition, supplementary
content can be provided as an
adjunct to the digital edition, such

as larger-scale diagrams, software,
printed circuit board patterns

etc. - even (gasp!) digital format
advertising. Authors, of course, will
be able to take advantage of this,
particularty.

While these new features and
facilities are alf ‘on the table', itis
anticipated that the digital edition
of AR will develop over time. Don't
expect it to be fully formed from the
get-go.

It is possible that, sometime
down the track, the WIA’s member-
exclusive publishing may morph
from just a monthly magazine as at
present to providing a wider range
of information at more frequent
intervals, which may also include
updates to already-published
material. On-line magazines are
increasingly moving to a continuous
publication model, with news
updates and new articles being
published almost as they arrive. Two
examples that come to mind, in RF
technology areas, are RF Globalnet
at www.rfglobalnet.com, and
Wireless Design Online at, www.
wirelessdesignonline.com Both
these publications are regularly
updated, about once or twice a
week, with emall notifications sent
to subscribers, They are both very
rich in on-line content.

As digital production and
distribution technology develops,
the Institute will be in a position

to evaluate and choose to exploit
new developments as they become
available.

Membership Survey 2014

At this juncture in the National
WIA's history, to form a foundation
for future planning for the Institute,
the Board felt it essential that a
snapshot of the membership’s
demoegraphics, computer
capabilities, interests and views
on a range of relevant matters be
canvassed.

The Membership Survey is
provided in two forms: an on-line
survey - which we encourage as
many members as possible to
use, and a paper form - published
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# 10. Which type/s of computer/s do you own (select all that apply)?

None  Desktop PC . Laptop/Notebook Tablet - iPad = Smartphone  Other
O o a : o 0o - (N a
#11. Wh.ich operating system/s do you run on your computer/s (select all that apply)?
Windows Apple OS Linux {or variant) Android ios Other
# 12, Do you use the intemet (select all that apply)? v
No At home - At Ilbrary ~Atwork  Onthe'move ‘ Elsewhere’
o D, O o - ‘o o
# 13. How often do you use the internet?
Never <5 days 5-10 days 3-5days. . : - ..Daily. S
per month per month per week S
O O (| O 0
# 14. What is/are the speed/s of your internet service/s (select all that apply)?
Dial-up ) Mediurn speed High speed g -j-don’t have intemet access
(GSM/3G/ ADSL1) (4G/ADSL2/Cable/NBN) ,

#15. Do you use any of these on-line social media services, and how often? _
Daily ' 3-5 days per week 5-10 days per month .~ <5 days per month Never
Facebook ‘ : v o e :
“Twitter
Flickr
Linked-in
lnstagrér‘n
Pinterest
Tumbir

WordPress

DDDDDDdD

DoDooooof
DDDDDDDU
Dmummmgb
oooooOOo

# 16. Do you use any of these Australian on-line amateur radio servioes, and how often (select all that apply)?
Daily 3-5 days per week 5-10 days per month <5 days per month Never

D

| VK"Logger
VK Logger Forums 0
VK Classifieds 0O
VK Ham - D
WiAwebsite [
ARNSWwebste = - [
AR VIC website O
Other AR club websites [

DDDdehD
DDGUDEHD

o00o0O0 EI_DEI
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# 17. How often do you read AR magazine?

I don't receive it <3 Issues per year A-Sissuesperyear °  Mostissties Every isste -
18. Where do you mostly read AR magazine?
At home At work Inthe shack On the move (car, public transport etc)

# 19. In 2013, about how much money did you spend on amateur radio (books, magazines, parts, equipment,
subscriptions, attending events)?

Under$100  $101-$499 $500-$999 $1000-$4999 >$5000 - Preferriottosay
O O O O O 0o

# 20. Would you please rate the importance to you of the following activities, functions and services provided
by the WIA?

Notimportant  Leastimportant - Important Veryimportant Most important
ACMA Liaison / Lobbying ' '
AR magazine
Annual Callbook
AGM & Conference weekend
Awards Management
Beacon & Repeater Licence Coordination
Callsign Recommendations
Contests Management .
Licence Education & Syllabus Development
Examination Service o
International Representation (JARU, TU, WRCs)
MEMNET Memberstip Mamigament
National News Broadcasts
News Service web bulletins.
Online Membership Renewal -
Protectlng our Spectrum (EMl RFI Smndards Austmlla etc)
Publlclsingﬂwl{obby '
QSL Service
Technical Advisory Committee services
WIA Affillated Clubs support & insurance
WIA Bookshop
WIA Email Address Service
WIA [ARU Monitoring System (intruder watch)
WIA Website

DDDDDUDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
0000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000
DoDOO0O000000000000000O0O0000
00O0OD00C0OO00O0DOOOOOO0O00O0000
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# 21. Considering the range of activities, functions and services offered by the WIA, how do you rate the cost of
your annual WIA membership?

" Poor value Reasonablevalue -~ Goodvalue . Excellentvaiue - Ibelievelshou

# 22, How often would you prefer to pay your membershlp fees?
Quarteriy (automatic directdebiy ~ * ~ Annually. ' Five-yearly
e g TR = D e e

# 23 Are you a member of an Austral‘iania'mateur Hrad}io club or soeie_ty?» -
" Yes No = SR SRR BRI

o o
#24. lf so, is the club or society affillatedmththe WIA?

D O L T T L e e
25. If you have had occasion to contact the WiA National Office in the last 12 months, how would you rate the
levelofsemoerecewed?

VeryGood . Good N
R = T . T R LR i
26. If you have had reason to communicate with a WIA Official or Committee Member in the last 12 months,
how would you rate the level of semce mceived?

. VeryGood I Godd‘- T Sat

# 27. Have you attended a WIA AGM and Conference Weekend in the last three years?

28. If you have not attended a WIA AGM and Conference Weekend in the last three years, which of the
following woulcl encourage you to attend in the future (select all that apply)? -

‘Alocation - Lower costof
nearer,tq,me v_par_ticnpat,ﬂi,o,n._. . a

29. If you were WIA President - what changes to the WIA activities, functions and member services would you
advocate (please be brief)?
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the optimum provided that some
semblance of order can be brought
to the proceedings, with their efforts
orchestrated by an experienced
‘rigger’. Rex is usually volunteered.
By around 10.30 we were good to
go, with an HF rig ready to feed

our rotatable trap dipole at about

16 metres with up to 100 watts of
power. We also operated a VHF/UHF
transceiver into a vertical collinear
mounted above the HF beam, best
used to advertise our presence on
site through the local repeaters.

Results during mid to late moming
were pretty well as expected. The
bands we had chosen {20, 15 and 10)
were closed, with S5-8 noise when
tuning through. No readable stations
were heard, $0 we went to the
fallback position, that is, drink coffee,
scoff Tim Tams and chinwag, assuring
ourselves that things would improve
after lunch as the bands opened up.

Calls were made, lunch was
taken, and more calls were made but
the hoped for response of the world
to our special callsign just did not
happen. A JA station was heard on
15 metres, a W1 on 20 metres but
no contact was made. We did make
contact with 12 stations in total, all
on the Australian mainland. For me
the highlight of the day was contact
with Craig VK6VCK/mm who was off
Garden iIsland in his boat combining
two great hobbies, amateur radio and
fishing. | cannot speak for his bag of
fish on the day, but on the radio he
was loud and proud throughout our
time of operation and was clearly
having much more success than us
with the QSO rate. Something to
do with a vertical antenna and the
Indian Ocean as a ground plane |
suspect. Scott sven acted as Master
of Ceremonies trying to link us with
one of our members, Stevie VKESMK
who was operating mobile and whom
he was receiving S9, Alas, even this
was not to be.

In early afternoon a strong south
westerly wind began to make our
Gazeho dance a frenstic jig. One wag
amongst us suggested that it was
blowing the incoming signals away
from our antenna. At about this time
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we were joined by Craig VK6FLAM
who spent some time with us and
took photographs of the station.

And so the day faded. We had
two members of the public visit and
show interest in the station. The
second of thess, a young chap clearly
new to these shores, after some
preamble, got to the point. ‘Could I',
he enquired, ‘use one of these 'HF
rigs’ to receive BBC Radio One?’
There followed a stunned silence,
broken by the interjection of his very
attractive female companion who
proceeded to explain to him, in the
manner as of a mother to a child, that
‘No, he could not'. She then went
on to expand on her understanding
of ‘ham radio’ (her words), and she
was pretty accurate, We were so
astonished that we did not think to
query the source of her knowledge.

We hadn't given much thought
to the tack of people, tourists and
otherwise, whose presence would
normally be expected to make this
area one of the busiest in Fremantle
on a Saturday afternoon. It was only
after overhearing a comment from a
passer-by that the penny dropped.

We had chosen to operate on a day
coinclidental with a major evening
Festival, a fact underiined by the sight
of a massive fast food market being

set up nearby as we broke the station
down and decamped, and the many
folks to be seen queuing at the inbound
CAT bus stops as we drove south out
of town along Marine Terrace.

Given the meagre contact count
you might ask, ‘Was it worth the
effort?” My answer is a resounding
‘Yes' for a variety of reasons.

It was an opportunity to ‘prove
out’ both equipment and operator.
Our communications trailer exists as
a back-up resource for emergency
services. On this outing three minor
but potentially crippling defects in
the antenna feed and BC power
supply were found and fixed.

It was an opportunity to promote
the history of amateur radio in
Western Australia through the use
of the special call, and in this we

" succeeded so far as propagation

conditions would allow.

It was an opportunity to promote
amateur radio by demonstration to |
the public. Did we succeed? I'm !
not sure, but that's no reason not to!
keep on trying. i

it was an opportunity to cement -
ties with the Maritime Museum, whose
hospitality is very much appreciated.

It was also a social occasion,
where members spent time .
together, yarning, doing a little show,
and tell and generally enjoying the .
shared experience.

And lastly, perhaps most '
importantly, the ladies got to i
visit the shops and markets of
Fremantie.

| would call that a result,
wouldn't you? Clive VKETN. i

Sounds like a majorly good time;
was had, and great publicity for the l
hobby as well. !

Anthony VKEGAXB reports that
the West Australian Repeater
Group (WARG]) celebrated the
30th anniversary of the Busselton
repeater site with a working bee and
presentation over the weekend of
January 4th and 5th. The site is home
to the VK6RBN two metre repeater and
packet digipeater, and is also linked
to bring WIA News broadcasts to the |,
Busselton area.

The building of the Busselton
site in 1983-84 was an impressive
achievement for WARG. All materials, .
including water for the concrete, had :
to be transported into the site, with
no mains power or other facilities
available. Foundations were dug
by hand, with blasting and jack- J
hammering where necessary. The first .
concrete pour took place on December
30th, 1983, and those present on site
celebrated New Year's Eve witha |
party. It is estimated WARG members, ;
many travelting repeatedly from Perth,
clocked up a total of 40,000 km over .
the months it took to build the 50
metre mast and site facilities. .

In recent times the repeater's .
perfarmance has been down, and
this occasion was a good chance to.
make some improvements. '

Those attending included .
Anthony VK6AXB, Graeme VK6LV |
and Trevor VK6MS, who travelled






Peninsula. Transmitting off a 1/4
wave handheld antenna, the fox put
out a good signal along the Farmer
Freeway and Great Eastern Highway
in Rivervale and Belmont. The fox
saw more than a few torchlights on
the shore on the opposite side of
the river from hunters looking for
the hidden transmitter. Eventually
most teams worked out the fox was
on the opposite side of the river

(an old fox's trickl} and made their
way through the back streets of
Maylands to find the foxes enjoying
themselves riverside on deck chairs
enjoying a warm Perth evening.

Snoop loops and other receiving
equipment were deployed and most
teams soon found the fox tucked into
some bushes on the banks of the
Swan River. First to arrive was the
VKBTWO team (Heath & Monique)
in 63 minutes and 25 km. Second
to arrive was the VKBAXB team
{Anthony, Duncan, Gavin and Doug)
in 67 minutes and 27 km. Third was
the VKBRC team (Marty and Martin).

Arriving later (with a few clues
given) were teams VK6FJON,
VK6XCJ and VK6FADF.

With the positive experience
from the first fox hunt, some hunters
agreed to a second fox hunt that
night and returned to Kings Pari,
whilst the fox sought a new hide,
this time a park in one of the
elevated subdivisions in Dianella.

Hunters set off from Kings Park
again at 10.17 pm and the first to
find the fox was the VKGAXB team
at 11.07 pm. The fox was found
hidden in group of trees, behind
a limestone wall. The VK6TWO
team retired midway through the
hunt, being required for domestic
duties. Some clues went out to a
couple of disoriented hunters, so
the fox wouldn’t have to launch a
search and rescue mission. Next in
were the VK6RC team, Marty and
Martin in Marty’s white van (with
a resemblance to the twins on the
SBS TV show Swift & Shift Couriers),
followed by the VK6FJON team.

The fox was packed up around
midnight and all hunters agreed
it was a thoroughly enjoyable
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night. Tentative date set for the
next fox hunt is mid-March 2014
and if available, the fox will be the
VK6TWO team. Expect something
tricky if this is the case!

Some photos of Saturday’s
event will be published on the
VK6FOX website http://www.vk6fox.
org.au and of course for all your
VK®6 fox hunting information, please
check the website regularly and sign
up to the mailing list. 73 from Rob
VKGLD.

Now it's the tum of the Hills Group!

News from HARG - The Hills
Amateur Radio Group.
At our General Meeting on Saturday
22nd February, Mal VK6LC
presented a fascinating video of
the rare VKSRS Rowley Shoals
DXpedition in 1999, The video ran
for one hour and covered the huge
task of moving two tonnes of DX
gear 2,300 km to Broome then
another 260 km of sea travel to
Cunningham Island-Imperious Reef,
then running two kW stations for
five days including 11,000 QSOs on
SSB/CW. The DXpedition won the
WIA and Overseas Islands DXers
top awards for 2000. This month
the club will take part in the John
Moyle Field Day over the weekend
of 15th and 16th of March. Other
events planned for this year include
a talk on slow scan TV in April,
our annual HARGfest in May, a
visit to the ABC transmission site
in Hamersley in June, our Annual
General Meeting in July, a talk on
satellite and ISS communication in
August, how to connect your radio
to your computer in September
and a talk on D-STAR operation in
October. We will also take part in
the RD Contest in August. Please
keep in mind that dates and events
may change due to unforeseen
circumstances but we will keep you
up to date during the year.
Unfortunately | now have to
announce that due to recently
changed work commitments our
President Martin VK6ZMS has
been forced to step down from his
position. Thank you Martin for the

tireless energy you have put into .{
HARG. The committee hopes that ||
you do not stray too far. We will be”
actively seeking a new President but
be assured that in the meantime we
have a very competent committee -
who will continue their good work
on behalf of the members. Meetings
are held twice a month withour
social and practical meseting on the:
second Saturday of the month and:
our General Meeting often with a
technical talk on the last Saturday :
of the month. Doors open at 1.00
pm for a 2.00 pm meeting start. |
More information is available at
www.harg.org.au Cheersand 73 |
until next time from Bill VKBW, for |
HARG. :

I've had to hold over a report
on the Kattanning hamfest till next |
month with pictures to follow, due to
the bumper input this month. i

Finally from the NCRG. !

The NCRG along with Alek i
VKBAPK has been involved with the
FT5ZM DXpedition to Amsterdam :
Island which will have finished by
the time you read this. We were
approached to assist with prov:dmg
ten nine metre towers, antenna |
patch boards, ground stakes, 8
medicinal supplies and many other:
bits and pleces which we duly '
provided.

When the team arrived in i
Perth we attended a BBQ at Steve '
VK86IR’s place and met the crew
and also Nigel the owner of the
MV Braveheart that was taking
them there. It was great to meet so'
many famous DXpeditioners and to:
discover what a great bunch of guys
they all are. We were delighted to -
be of assistance and as they went
on air two days ago as | write this,
to see our towers on the website
makes interesting viewing. | hope :
we get them back! R

I will leave it at that for now, as |:
said | will keep a couple of articles
over till next month to allow all
this to be printed along with the
excellent pictures submitted.

73 for now Keith VK6RK.
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WIA Functional commlttees

The WIA is a membership organisation with
a very wide range of complex functions
and member services, Core functions and
services are administrative in nature {general
administrative functions, membership services,
examination and caflsign management, financial
elc...} and are performed by salaried staff.
Volunteers perform a diverse range of
highly specialist functions (ACMA liaison,
Frequency Co-ordination, Standards liaison,
Interference issues, technical support and
training and assessment etc.). These volunteers
provide the majorily of member services,
however they have been loosely organised and
often overstretched. .
The new committee system attempts to
structure the WIA's non-core activities inte 10
broad functional areas, each comprising a team of
volunteers under the direction of the WIA Board.
This structure is intended to spread the workload
on our volunteers, improve communications
between members and the WIA Board, Improve
sevices to members, and encourage more paople
to become invoived in the WIA.

WIA Committee Charters

Spectrum Strategy Commiittee

Phil Wait VK2ASD (Board member — President);

Geoff Atkinson VKIAFA {ARU Speciallst); Peter

Young VK3MV (Regutatory Counsel); Dale

Hughes VK1DSH; Roger Harrison VK2ZRH; Doug

McArthur VK3UM

*  Perform all ITU and IARU ligison activities.

o Liaise with, and act as the 1st point of
contact fos, the ACMA.

+  Advise the Board, and enact Board policy
in relation to all radio communications
regulatory Issues and the LCD.

*  Represent the WIA to State and Local
Government

¢ Represent the WIA to Standards Australia

»  Provide specialist technical advice and
coordinate repeater and beacon licence
applications and frequency allocation.

» Develop responses to significant and
prolonged harmful interference issues
affecting amateur radio operations.

¢ Provide an information resource for EMC/
EMR issues.

o Administer the IARU Monitosing Service in
Austrafia

» . Provide a technical resource to other
committees and the WIA Office.

Administrative & Finance Committee
John Longayroux VK3PZ - WIA Treasurer
{Committee leader); Greg James VK2GRU - WIA
Assistant Treasurer; David Williams VK3RU - WA
Company Secrelary; Mal Brooks VIK3FDSL - WIA
Office Manager; Phil Wait VK2ASD - WIA Board
member - President; Chris Platt VKSCP - WIA
Board member - Vice President
* Responsible for the efficient and comect
operation of the WIA office.
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Responsible for staffing and workplace
safely.

» Provide a specialist administrative resource
to the WIA office as required.

« Manage contractual agreements.

Manage business relationships.

Ensure compliance with the ACMA Business

Rules

Prepare yearly budgets

*  Prepare quarterly financial reports for the
Board

* Prepare independently reviewed YE financial
reports and batance sheets for circulation
to the membership prior to each Annual
General Meeting.

e Manage insurances and to be responsible
for currency of insurance policies.

e Maintain a complaints register,

= Ensure complaints are handled in
accordance with WIA policy and any
contractual agreements.

Communications, Marketing &
Publications Committee

Robert Broomhead VK3DN - Commitiee Leader;

Roger Harrison VK2ZRH - Deputy Leader
Communication with members and the
pubifc:

o  Communicate with the membership.

Publicise WIA aclivities and Initiatives.

« [Develop strategles and resources for the
promotion of Amatetr radio to the pubfic.

e Develop strategies and resources for the
promotion of WIA membership to the
Amateur community.

e Supervise and/or perform promotional
activities.

* Co-ordinate the yearly AGM activities

Education Commiitee

Fred Swalnston VK3DAC - Co-Leader; Owen

Hotmweod VIK2AE - Co-Leader; Ron Bertrand

VK2D0; Mal Brooks VIC3FDSEL — Administration;

Robert Broomhead ViK3DN - Systems
tn association with the WIA's RTO and
afflliated clubs offering training services,
develop and administer the WIA's training
and assessment systems.

o [n association with the Spectrum Strategy
Committee, develop and maintain the
various licence syllabi and associated
question banks.

* Inassociation with the Community Support
Committee and the RTO, develop and
maintain the Emergency Communications
Operator scheme.

*  Ensure the confidentiality and security of alt
personal information, question banks and
examination papess.

Affiliated Clubs Commiftee

Phil Wait VK2ASD - WIA Board member —
President; Mal Brooks VK3FDSL - WIA Office
Manager; Ted Thrift VK2ARA - Clubs Liaison
officer; John Longayroux VK3PZ - WIA Treasurer

|
¢ Manage all amangements between the WIA
and WIA Affillated Clubs i
« In cooperation with the Administrative /
Financial committee, manage the Club |
Insurance Scheme
o Encourage stronger relationships and ||
communications flow between the WA anq
WIA Affifiated Clubs
& Encourage increasing WIA membership
ralios in Affiliated Clubs ‘
o Manage the Club Grants Scheme .
Identify and bring regional Affiliated Club '
issues to the attention of the WIA Board

Community Service Committee i

Bab Bristow VK6POP - Commiittee Leader; Fred

Swainston VI(3DAC; Greg James VK2GRJ; Ewan

McLeod - WIA Director; Paul Hoffmann VKSPH

o Develop, promote and co-ordinate all WIA
community support activities

Radio Activities Committee

Chris Platt VKSCP - WiA Board member; Geoff |

Atkinson VIKAFA i

e All activities associated with actual radio
operation, such as: contests, awards, |
distance records, QSL. services, ARISS, !
AMSAT, ARDF elc. '

Historical & Archive Committee
Peter Wofenden VK3RY - Committee Leader; |
Roger Hanison VK2ZRH - Deputy Leader; Linda:
Luther VK7QP; Mastin Luther VK7GN; Jenny .
Wardrop VK3WQ; Will McGhie VIGUU; lan Moms
VK3IFM; Drew Diamond VK3XU; David Wardlaw
VK3ADW .
o Develop, maintain and presesve the WIA's
historical and archive collection i
«  Encourage acuess to the colecton by WiA|
members and those seeking historical |
material for publication.

New Initiatives Committee i
Phi) Wait VK2ASD - Board membes — President;
Robert Broomhead VK3DN; Roger Hamison
VK2ZRH; David Willlams VK3RU - WIA Company
Secrelary I
o Think-tank ideas and initiatives to advance!
amateur radio and WIA membership.
«  On approval by the Board, run proof of
concept trials, !

I
IT Services Committee ’
Robert Broomhead VK3DN - Committee Leader
Tim Broomhead VK3KTB - Assistant Wehmaslerl
/ Programmes; Masc Hillman VK3OHM - Awards
System Developer
*  Provide an IT resource to other commmees
and the WIA Board.
*  Be responsible for the off-site data hack-up
of all [T systems information.
« To update and maintain the WiA website as
required. I
o Advise the Administrative / Financil |
committee in relation to the MEMNET Cloud
Service contract.









