






































use the radio with a linear amplifier
and a product brochure. It is well
worth while downloading all of the
English language documents, as
the brochure has information that is
not included in the getting started
guide.

The ExpertSDR2 software
This review is necessarily a
review of both the SunSDR2

PRO transceiver and the bundled
ExpertSDR2 software which
supports all of the SunSDR range.
There is a version for the Colibri
receiver as well.

As far as | know, you cannot use
any other SDR software with the
SunSDR2 PRO. Luckily ExpertSDR2
is very good indeed. This software
is very well featured and has
obviously been developed over
quite a long time. It does have some
differences to the software | am
familiar with and | did have to ask a
few questions. All of my emalls were
promptly answered.

Loading and starting a new
version of ExpertSDR2 may resuit in
an associated automatic firmware
upgrade. When | upgraded to the
Beta version of the v1.1.0 version
this happened seamlessly with no
problems. It also works fine if you
decide to return to using the v1.0.2
version.

As you can see from Photo
3, you are able to change the
background image to any photo
that you like. It is best if you
choose a dark photo so that the
'spectrum shows clearly on top.

You are able to change the colours
and transparency of the spectrum,
waterfall and background grid as
well.

The second receiver, wideband
spectrum and waterfall, equaliser,
alternate S meter, and mixer can all
be used while docked to the main
window or in a floating window
of their own. You can place these
windows on a second menitor if
you are using one. That could be
useful if you were using the radio for
a SO2R (single operator two radio)
contest. | think that it is the first

time that | have seen a waterfall on
the wideband display as well as on
the panadapters. There is a second
larger S meter which can be placed
in a separate window. It is designed
to look like a traditional meter
rather than the flat bar scale meter
at the top right of the console. The
standard panel meter displays S
points and the signal strength in
dBm while recsiving. It displays
transmit power, reflected power and
SWR while you are transmitting.

You can set the program to use
either Russian or English for the
menu settings, although most of the
buttons don't change, resulting in a
mix of Russian and English text on
the Russian setting. It is all English
on the English setting.

The program can automatically
launch other applications when it
starts. This could be your favourite
digital mode program, rotator
controller, propagation, or logging
program. Or all of them! You can
start up to 10 other applications.

Making it go

The SunSDR2 PRO uses static
network addressing which did
present an initial challenge. Unlike
radios that can accept an address
allocated by DHCP from a router,
this radio needs to be specifically
allocated a network address. There
are instructions on how to do this
in the User's Guide. The address
setting only has to be done once
and after that the radio will work
with no problem. The radio ships
with an address of 192.168.16.200.
If your computer uses a different
sub-net, the ExpertSDR2 software
will be able to locate the radio

but it will not be able to receive

or send any data. There are a
couple of ways to resolve the
problem. You can connect the
radio directly to the Ethernet port
on the computer and then set the
address of the radio so that it is

in the correct sub-net, or you can
take the approach that [ did. | left
the radio connected to my Ethernet
switch, the same as the ANAN,
Then | set up a static route in my
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Internet router to 192.168.16.200.
Itis actually easy to do. That | !
the radio communicate with the PC
over the network. | could have left
it that way, but Instead | used the
ExpertSDR2 software to changs the
address of the radio to 192.168.1.2(
which is in my subnet. After that |
could disable the static route a{ld
the radio continues to work fine.

The Quick Start User’s Guide
does not include the pin-outs for the
microphone connectors, althoqgh
the German language Manual does.
By the time you read this the new
English language Manual shoulh
be available online. | have seen a
preview copy.

| thought that this might be:
problem, but my Yaesu microphone
just plugged in and worked usi
standard Ethernet patch cable:
a cord. | had to use the Ethemdt
cable because my microphone|has
an 8-pin Yaesu connector on the
supplied curly cord,

| had no problem at all
downloading and installing the
ExpertSDR2 program. The first
time you start the program it may
automatically update the radio
firmware. It only takes a few
seconds.

Using the radio

The SunSDR2 PRO supports |
sample rates of 39.0625, 78. 12E
156.250 and 312.500 ksps, ting
in maximum panadapter spans|of
around 39, 78, 156 and 312 kH
respectively.

The radio can work on elth ar
the HF bands from 80 kHz to
MH2, or on VHF from 80 - 160
MHz. This gives it coverage of’
the 2 m amateur band in addition
1o all of the HF bands and 6 m.It
should be noted that since there
is only one ADC, you cannot use
the radio on VHF and HF at ﬂ\e
same time. When you tune to
any frequency above 80 MHz the
radio automatically switches to|
VHF mode and to antenna port
A1, There are two antenna ports
for HF, so it is possible to use one
antenna port for receiving and the

f







useful for listening to a DX station
and the pileup at the same time.

It is OK to leave the balance
controls set that way because when
you switch off the sub receiver
(2nd VFO) the audio returns to
mono on both audio channels. You
can listen to the two VFOs on the
second panadapter as well. This
means that it is possible to listen to
four signals at the same time. On
each panadapter, both VFOs must
be within the current panadapter
bandwidth, i.e. a 312 kHz slice of
the spectrum if the radio is set for
that sampling speed. If you set the
sub receiver to a frequency outside
of the panadapter bandwidth it will
be muted. There is a squelch control
$0 you could possibly monitor four
repeater outputs at the same time.

The ‘RX Wideband Filter'
checkbox disables the band pass
filters leaving only the wideband anti
alias filter. There is an auto function
which will select the narrow band-
pass filter when one panadapter is
In use, or when both panadapters
are on the same band. On auto
mode, it will select the wideband
mode when the two panadapters
are open on different bands or when
you display the wideband spectrum
display.

The wideband scope displays
from about 26 kHz up to 80 MHz
with the amateur bands and the HF
CB band highlighted. The wideband
filter needs to be enabled or on the
auto setting to get the full wideband
display otherwise a low pass filter is
in clreult. Unusually the wideband
scope has its own waterfall display.
Another unigue feature is that the
wideband scope can be zoomed to
show the band or bands of interest. |
thought that this was a good feature.
You could restrict the wideband
scope to only show the activity on
10-15-20, or just 40 and 80. The
wideband scope runs docked or in
a separate window which can be
moved away from the SDR console
and even onto another monitor if
you have an expanded desktop. On
VHF, the wideband scope covers
from 80 MHz to 160 MHz.

There are large spurs at every
10 MHz with the largest being at
10 MHz at -62.2 dBm and 40 MHz
at -62.8 dBm. These are a minor
annaoyance since for most users
they fall outside of the bands of
interest. These spurs are also
evident on the VHF band but they
are much lower. The worst one is
-81.7 dBm at 120 MHz. The spurs
are extremely sharp which probably
indicates very low phase noise on
the main clock. In fact you can zero
beat the spur and receive WWV on
10 MHz AM with no problem.

Memories and other
displayed items

The ‘quick memory’ automatically
remembers the last 16 frequencies.
There is a memory bank as

well which you can tag with a
description for each frequency
entered. The main console shows
the temperature of the radio, DC
voltage applied, current draw,
CPU loading, day and date, local
and UTC time. On transmit the S
meter shows both transmit power
and reflected power along with a
numeric Indication of the SWR.
On receive it shows the received
signal strength within the receiver
passband, in S points and dBm.

Performance

The radio is extremely sensitive
with performance similar to my
ANAN-100. With the 10 dB preamp
turned on, you can expect MDS
figures better than -131 dBm and
up to -136 dBm on some bands.
With the 10dB pre-amp off, the
MDS ranged from -120 on 15 m

to -130 on 80 m. In all cases you
can hear any signal that is showing
above the panadapter noise floor.
At most locations the local noise
will be above -120 dBm so that will
become the limiting factor. The radio
sensitivity is even better with the
front end filters turned off. | suppose
there is a little insertion loss. Most
bands improved to an MDS of
-136 dBm with the pre-amp on

and the ‘use RX wide filter’ check
box selected. On the 160 m, 20 m
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increase in the noise floor when
narrow fiiters were engaged.

By the way you have to be
careful when you switch betweer
the narrow and wide filters, because
the pre-amp / attenuator settings
are remembered for each filter -
setting. That means when you
switch to the wideband filter you
may also be changing the overaq
gain. If you see a large change in
the panadapter noise floor when
you change from the wide to the
narrow filter, this is likely to be the

and 15 m bands, | noticed a SHQE:
| e

reason. J
On the 2 m band, with the VHF
LNA {low noise amplifier) turned i
on as well as the usual preamp, [
could hear a signal at -140 dBm
which is exceptional. This would
make the radio a real contender’
for weak signal work on the 2 m
band. You would normally leave
the LNA turned on unless you were
listening to big signals such as aP
FM broadcast station. There is a
wideband FM mode, but | don't
think there is a sterso decoder.

Frequency stability and
offset

According to my rather old IFR radio
test set the radio was very slightly
high in frequency. 10 Hz on 30 mi
HF and about 130 Hz high at 145.2
MHz. This is a very creditable 0.9
ppm so nothing to worry about dnd
the error might be inside my test!l
setup. However you can adjust |
the frequency in the setup screen
and | was able to get zero Hz error
on both VHF and HF by setting 4
frequency coefficient ad]u'.stmen.1 of
minus 0.000100. The speclffcati(]

sheet says that the master clock
has a stability of 0.5 ppm and |
am sure that the test radio Is welli
within that. | did not notice any
frequency drift as the radio comes
up to temperature. The frequency
was stable and the same every time
I checked it. Once | changed the;
offset it stayed rock solid. f

|



Transmitting
Generally the displayed transmit
power readings are accurate with
19~ 20 W out on all of the HF
bands except 15 W on 160 m and
13 W on 6 m. The specification
says 15 W - 20 W output on the HF
bands with reduced power on 6 m,
so the output power is pretty spot
on. You can control the maximum
power output by aftering settings
in the setup, but you can’t make it
higher. On the 2 m band the internal
ExpertSDR2 power meter shows 9.8
W but the radio is only putting out
6 W. The specification states 7 W
max on VHF, so the meter reading is
a bit optimistic. | only checked one
VHF frequency using a DC voltage
of 144V soitis likely that the 7
W power can be achieved if you
are running the full 15 V DC supply
voltage.

| conducted some test QSOs
on 2 m and on 10 m with my good
friend Rod ZL3NW. He reported
good audio on both FM and SSB on
HF and on VHF. You do have to be
a bit careful about the microphone
level on FM. | believe that you can
deviate the signal too wide if you
set the microphone level too high. |
recommend selecting the Mic AGC
option to make sure that you don't
overdrive anything. The panadapter
switches to showing your transmit
signal on transmit. Unfortunately
the display changes bandwidth on
transmit making your transmit signal
look very wide, particularly on FM.

cw
The radio generates CW modulation
inside the FPGA so it should have
fast switching for QSK operation
and negligible latency. I'm not a
CW guy so | was unable to fully
test the radio on CW transmit. The
ExpertSDR2 software has built
in CW Skimmer support. Both
panadapters can output IQ signals
for Skimmer to work in its wideband
mode. There is also the facility to
make a Telnet connection to the CW
Skimmer server.

| tried out the CW keyer using
a gtereo 3.5 mm phone plug

and shorting the contacts, but |
was not able to make any timing
measurements. The switching
sounds fast. There was no
noticeable latency on the side tone.
The internal keyer works up to 60
wpm. The ExpertSDR2 program
does not have the CWX text macros
that PowerSDR has, but you

could easily interface a CW keying
program.

The DRM mode sets a 10 kHz

filter for receiving digital shortwave
broadcasts. A third party program
like ‘Dream’ Is required in order to
decode DRM transmissions. | tried
this, but with my antenna, | can’t get
enough signal strength to decode
the DRM transmission.

RTTY and PSK

| compared the radio receiving
both PSK31 and RTTY agalnst my
ANAN-100. It is very subjective but
the SunSDR2 PRO seemed maybe
a tiny bit better than the ANAN.
Using MixW the digital signals
looked a little cleaner and possibly
decoded a little better. Really any
differences were “too close to call”
but the SDR2 PRO was certainly at
least as good and it was a good test
of the VAC operation.

SSB

| compared the radio against my
ANAN-100 on the 20 m band. As
far as | can tell the two radios had
identical performance on a typical
ham band.

CAT Control

Another excellent feature of the
ExpertSDR2 software is that the
two panadapters each have their
own separate CAT control. Each
can be set to a different COM port.
You could use one panadapter with
a CW program at the same time as
using the other with a digital mode
program.

Final impressions

The radio is well made and it
works pretty much as advertised.

Itis a bonus that you get the VHF
band including transmit on the 2m
band. The software is pretty good,
) was impressed. It seems to be
well thought out and to perform
well. | found that the company
responded weli to emails and
were able to answer my questions.
Taganrog Russia is nine hours
behind New Zealand time but 1
always got a reply the next day.
The online reviews confirm good
communication from the company.
Overall the radio is very good. It
is available from a range of dealers
in the USA, Europe and the UK,
so there is local support in most
regions.

Interesting and unusual

features

The SunSDR2 PRO has some

features which are rare or unique in

this type of transceiver.

¢ The radio covers HF up to 80
MHz and VHF up to 160 MHz.

* You can listen to four VFOs at
the same time, on two different
bands.

¢ There is an ALC output to
control a linear amplifier.

¢ There is a proposed option for
built in WiFi networking. The
case already has a paosition for
the WiFi antenna.

¢ |t has a low noise ampilifier for
the VHF band.

¢ There is direct access to the
ADC input and the DAC output,
which you could use to create
a UHF or SHF radio. In other
words you can use this radio as
the SDR portion of a radio that
uses completely different front
end hardware.

¢ There is a connector for the
connection of a 10 MHz
reference oscillator. Aithough the
built in oscillator is very stable
and has very low phase noise.

¢ There is a receiver output for
connection to another receiver.

¢ You can configure the HF
antenna ports so that one is
used for transmit'and the other
is used for receiving. This would
let you use a separate receive
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challenges, including tower loading,
solar capacity and data link options.
A recent firmware upgrade from
Yaesu has allowed the DR-1X
repeater to be WIRES-X compatible
whilst still remalining capable of both
FM and Fusion modes of operation.

The meeting resolved to support
the WIRES X concept as outlined,
and investigate its Installation at Tic
Hill, recognising that a lot of detail
still needs to be worked out. The
spare Fuslon repeater will be loaned
to VIKBML to assist in testing the
concept.

Also in December a site visit
to Mt Saddleback took place,
with Bob VK6ZGN and Anthony
VKBAXB making some progress on
getting the VK6RMS repeater back
on air after a very long absence.
Refurbished 2 m repeater and 70
cm link transcelvers were [nstalled
and the antenna and cavity filters
were checked and adjusted as
required. Howsver, this effort did
not succeed in bringing the site
back on-line, due to mains power
supply problems. A second slte visit
is being planned, and hopefully by
the time these notes appear in print
VK6RMS will be back on air.

Work is also progressing on
restoring the Kelliberrin repeater
VK6RKN, with Avon Valley stalwarts
Jim VK6CA and Peter VK8PK
leading a site visit to recover the
equipment for checking. Ray
VK6ZRW has repaired/retuned
the cavity filters, options for the
next visit to replace the lightning-
damaged antenna and feedline are
being worked out. Thanks are also
due to Colin VK6ACT and Peter
VKBFUN for their efforts in keeping
VK6RKN on alr.

WARG members were saddened
to learn that Cyril VK6OE had
passed away in December, after
a short illness. Cyril was a regular
check-in to WARG’s technical and
general net every Sunday, and will
be missed.

A reminder that WARG’s first
meeting for 2016 will be on Monday
1 February, followed by meetings on
Monday 14 March and Monday 4

April, prior to our AGM on 2nd May.
Meetings take place at the Peter
Hughes Scout Communications
Centre, located on the corner of
Gibbs St and Welshpool Rd in East
Cannington. WARG's technical and
general net continues every Sunday
at 10:30 am local time on VK6RLM,
146.750. More information will be
on www.warg.org.au

Once again, WARG is grateful to
VK6RK for his efforts in preparing
the VK6 Notes every month.

And VK6RK is extremely grateful
for your contributions Anthony!

Next in line is our newest
incorporated body in VK6, the WA
Amateur Radio News.

WA Amateur Radio News

WA Amateur Radio News, one of
Western Australia’s younger clubs,
has a busy year planned for 2016. If
it's anything like 2015 was, we’ll be
busy enough.

Along with preparing and
recording the NewsWest weekly
news broadcast, and maintaining
the VK6.NET website that serves as
an information gateway to all things
Amateur Radio in Western Australia,
we are planning other services to
Amateur Radio individuals and
clubs.

Following on from the success
of the NewsHound101 training
in 2015, there are more training
courses on the drawing board
including interfacing your radio to
a computer, broadcasting news
programmes, a beginner’s guide
to contesting, and Public Relations
and promotion of activities.

We're also in the process of
finalising details for a one-day
Amateur Radio Technical Expo in
Perth. We are expecting to have four
or five technical presentations that
will be interesting and educational.

The WAARN team will also
be working some of the Aussie
contests, especially the John Moyle
and RD contests, and seeking
opportunities to record news
programmes live at various venues.

Thanks to Bob VK6POP for the
update.
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Now an update from the other
Mr Reliable, Bill VK6WJ and the
Hills Amateur Radio Group

Hills Amateur Radio Group
Hello from HARG, the Hills Amateur
Radio Group. i

The last few months of 2015;
were very busy at HARG., We were
able to present two very tnter:%]ng
talks during November. On 14" |
November, Bob VK6ZGN gave us
a talk on the benefits of the All Star
Link Network resulting in a number
of members deciding to give the
systemn a try.

On 28" November Mal 1
VK6LC gave an illustrated talk on
propagation with lots of Informaﬁon
on the basics pius explanationsi
and links to the various ionospheric
prediction services and DX aldsr
such as the DX Atlas and DX !
Summit. Mal also gave us a listing
of the international beacons anq a
guide to various devices for reading
the CW idents of the beacons.
Complete illustrated notes of 23 A4
pages from the talk are available
to HARG members on the club
website at harg.org.au ‘

Thank you Bob and Mal. Your
talks were really appreciated by'lall
who attended. We concluded the
year with some work to repair fa:ulty
traps on the HF beam thanks to ithe
hard work of Ray VK6ZRW, John
VK6AG, Marty VK6RC and many
others. Our Christmas t:varbe;cuéil
of sausages, steaks, salads, fruit
and soft drinks was appreciatediby
30 members and visitors including
friends from down south,

Allan VK6AN has recently
upgraded and tested our security
system which now includes a high
quality camera. '

HARG Meetings are held
twice a month at the club rooms
at the Paxhill Guide Hall near the
corner of Brady and Sanderson
Roads in Lesmurdie. The Social
and Practical meeting is held on
the second Saturday of the month
and the General Meeting, often
with a technical talk, on the last !
Saturday of the month. Doors open




























‘he last leg to Cape Reinga early
Saturday morning.

Once setup on site the VHF
»ands were open to VK4. Predicting
i opening three or so days ahead
s refatively easy with experience
ind use of propagation charts -
st in saying that it always risky
vhen dealing with the weather and
‘ropospheric ducting is formed by
veather patterns,

As the morning progressed
n the log VK4FSCC, VK4BOO,
J/K4ADM, VKANWH, VK2WDD,
JKAVDX, VIK40X, VK4REX, VK4CZ
ind VK4FLR on the 2 metre band.
“rank VK4FLR is around 450 km
torth of Brisbane and was the
nost northern station worked at
2469 km. Up at Cape Reinga, it is
sloser to Brisbane than realised at
around 2050 km, whereas down in
Auckiand it is circa 2200 km.

On 70 cm in the log were
/K4VDX, VK40X, VK4REX and
VK4CZ, Scott VK4CZ had only 10
watts at the time and was easy
sopy, the others were S9. The 70
sm band for many years has been
3 good indicator of the intensity of
2 propagation duct along with entry
evel to the duct. in other words
f you can't work them on 70 cm
rou won't work them on the higher
sands above.

in the log on 23 cm or 1296
VIHz ware VK4AFL, VK4REX and
VIK4CZ all circa 2050 km. Signal
strengths varied with these three
stations In order from S1 to S5
Jepending upon their elevation and
site and all three were running high
serformance 23 cm stations, VK4CZ
was the strongest so we decided to
fest the path on 2.4 GHz.

With initial tests on 2403 MHz
or 2.4 GHz nothing was heard. Up
at Cape Reinga | was plagued with
high winds and dish movement
which did not help. Once dish
alignment was secure, we heard
Scott VK4CZ with his CW indent
and SSB with ease at around $2
with surprisingly little QSB as
commoniy evident. Sadly no two-
way contact eventuated due to
squipment failure at my end.

However this records the third
VK to ZL Tasman crossing on 2.4
GHz, it was set prior by Adrian
VK40X and John VK4JMC back in
January 2011. it also establishes
that the higher bands are open more
than is realised.”

Watch this path! With what
we know about the mode of
propagation (from the Bight duct
experiences) clearly there is clearly
room to work further and higher in
frequency. There is nothing better
than a challenge like this to promote
microwave operation between VK2,
3 & 4 and ZL. To that point | am
happy to promote via this column to
communicate any activity towards
achieving this.

Summer Field Day DX
The Summer Field Day has been
and gone {ust). This time around
some good propagation (both Es
& Tropo) coincided with the event
providing some long distance
contacts to boost Division 2 scores.
The Tropo enhancement across
the Bight that provided 10 GHz
contacts the night before “peaked”
the next day. Lou Blasco VK3ALB
reports:

“Don’t often get excited about
DX contacts but these were two
personal bests for me. Late on
Saturday evening our field day team
started hearing comments on the
air about a VK6 being active on 70
cm. it wasn't long before we found
Rob VK6LD working a small pileup
of VK3s and VK5s and a little while
fater | was able to work Rob on both
2 m and 70 cm. The signal strength
of the contact was an amazing S9
for both bands. With whoops and
cheers from the rest of the team
these 2333 km contacts were
gratefully entered in the log.

09-Jan-16 12:00 VK3ALB/P >>
VK6LD/P in OF84XX on 144.140
$88B 59 > QF11VS @ 2333.6 km 271

09-Jan-16 11:59 VK3ALB/P >>
VK6LD/P in OF84XX on 432.150
S$SB 59 > QF11VS @ 2333.6 km 271

3.4 GHz QSO Party!

The Geelong Amateur Radio club
will be holding a 3.4 GHz “QSO
Party” on Sunday 21st February
2016. The club will field a number of
3.4 GHz capable stations on hilltops
and high spots around the Geelong
area and invites all those with 3.4
GHz equipment to join in. A parallel
QSO Party will run in the Adelaide
area by EARC club members at the
same time.

The Geelong club has sold over
120 VCOM 3.5 GHz transceiver
panels in the last year, this activity
is aimed to promote the conversion
and get as many as possible on air.
When converted, the units output
around 1 Watt into their 16 dBi
antenna and have a decent receive
noise figure so with a good take
oft it should be possible to make
contacts out past 100 km. For more
information on the pane! conversion
please go to the Geelong AR club
website.

The QSO Party will start at 10
am AEST (2300 UTC) on 21/2/2016
and run for 2 hours till Noon. Tune
3400.100 MHz and downwards
for SSB or CW contacts. Tune
3400.200 and upwards for FM
contacts. For the VK3 party, locate
yourself on a good vantage point
with a clear path towards Geelong.
Liaison will be via the VK3RGL
repeater on 147.000 MHz (81.5 Hz
tone). The VK5 QSO party will run
in the Adelaide area, liaison via the
VKSRAD repeater on 439.925 MHz.

DXCC on 144 MHz
Wayne VKS5APN has advised he has
achieved DXCC status on 144 MHz.
QSL Cards have now been verified,
the current tally is actually 101
confirmed and verified out of 108
worked. This has taken nearly six
years to achieve.

Wayne is the third VK to achieve
a DXCC on 144 MHz on EME.
What makes his a little different is
that a significant number of these
countries have been worked whilst
portable activating many Grid
squares in VK2, 3, 5 and 8 on EME.
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Guy Fletcher Gridsquares Table at 13 December 2015

David Smith VK3HZ
1
(144MHz  Tervestrial (VK2ZT Steve 19 Digi | (432MHz Termestrial \
VK2FLR  Mike 120 VK4EME  Allan 19 SSB VK2ZAB  Gordon 57 $sB
VK3NX  Charlie 109 VK3AL  Alan 18 SSB VK3PY  Chas 53 §SB
VK2KU  Guy 102 VK2AMS  Mark 16 Digi VK3QM  David 52 B
VK3HZ  David 93 VKEKZ/p  Wally 16 VK3NX  Charlle 50 SSB
VK3PF Peter 90 ZL3TY Bob 15  Digi VKSHZ David 42
VK2ZT  Steve 88 SSB VKAEME  Allan 13 Digi VKSAKK  Phil 41  SSB
VKSAKK  Phil 88 SSB ZLIUJG  Kevin 10 Digi VK3ZLS  Les 40 $SB
VK3PY  Chas 82 SsB VK3MEG  Steve 9 ss8 VK22T  Steve 39 $SB
VK2DVZ  Ross 80 SSB 2L3TY Bob 7 oW VK3BJM  Bany 39 8§SB
VK2ZAB Gordon 78 SSB VK3DXE  Alan § Digi VK2KU  Guy 338
VK3BOL  Mike 77 SSB VK4KJ)  Geoff 5 SS8 VK3BDL  Mike 37 8
VK2AMS  Mark 75 ZLIUVJG  Kevin § Ss8 VK3AKK  Ken 36 §$SB
VK3BJM  Bamy 70 $SB VK3DXE  Alan 4 CW VK2DVZ  Ross 35 §sB
VK3QM  David 60 SSB VK4QG  Allan 4 SSB VK3SWRE Ralph 34 B
VK7TMO  Rex 69 VK4QG  Allan 3 Digi VK3PF  Peter 32
VK3AKK  Ken 64 SSB | VK3QM  David 1 Digi ] VK3PF Peter 30 S§sB
VK3HY Gavin 63 VKiDA/p  Andrew 24
VK2TK  John 62 VK3KH  Michae! 22 §SB
VK3WRE  Ralph 60 SSB VK7TMO  Rex 2
VK3PF  Peter 56 SSB VK3ES  Andy 21  §SB
VK3KH  Michael 55 SSB EYrTT—— \ VK7TMO  Rex 21 SSB
VK4CDI  Phil 53 ViEKU — Guy ™ VK2AMS  Mark 20
VK2MER  Kirk 52 SSB ViEK —Guy e VK4CDl  Phil 19
VK3ZLS  Les 51 SSB 23T Bob 24 VK2TK  John 18
VKTMO  Rex 49 SSB KA T %80 Dig VK3ALB/p GARC 18 SSB
VK4CDI  Phil 48 SSB T TR %0 Dig VK3HY  Gavin 18
VKTMO  Rex 48 Digi MO Fex 57 Dig VK4CDI  Phil 18 SSB
ZL3TY Bob 46 VKGEIM — Beny 52 Oigi | VK2TK  John 17 6B
VKAVU  Rod 43 Fose 7 o VKBAV Bemard 16 SBB
VK2TG  Bob 40 SSB V“ K2l rzoquz Vi 2 VK3ZUX  Denis 15 S5B
VK3EJ Gordon 40 SSB VKaKH Michasl 62 Dig VK&VU  Rod 1B
VK3PF Peter 40 Digi VK2MER  Kirk 13 B
VK2KU  Guy 4 Cow
VK3UH  Ken 40 ViGZT Stove » oG VK6KZ  Wally 8
VK2TK  John 35 SSB VKo David ) VK2TG  Bob 12_sSB
VK3ZUX  Denis 33 SSB - VK3AL  Alan 10 $$8B
VK3DXE _ Alan 32 VKSOXE _ Afan 16__Dg VK3KH __ Michael 8 D%i_
VK3NX  Chatie 5 cw

VKIDA/p  Andrew 31 VKeEME  Allan 5 Dig VK3SUH Ken 8 v
VK3DXE  Alan 31 SsB VKA fen . oW VK4CDI  Phil 8 Digi
VK3AV Bemard 30 SSB VKIDVZ —Fose > oW VK6KZ/p  Wally 8 4
VK2TK  John 27 Digi | VKA Tan 3 Y VK7TMO  Rex 8 D@hi
VK3KH  Michael 28 Digi \ / 2L3TY Bob 8 i -
VK4CDI  Phil 26 Digi VK2DVZ  Ross 7 Digi
VK3ES  Andy 24 SSB VK4EME  Allan 6 SSB
VK4EME  Allan 23 VK2ZT Steve 4  Digl
VK3ALB/p GARC 22 $SB VK3PF Poter 4  Digl
VK2DVZ  Ross 21 Digi VK3PY  Chas 4  Digi |
(| VK6KZ ~ Wally 20 ] |
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(VK3QM  David 4 Ogi | [VvkauH Ken 7 1 ([ vkawu Rod 4 )
VK2AMS  Mark 3 Digi VK2MER  Kirk 6 SSB VK6KZ Waly 4
VK3DXE  Alan 3 SSB VK2DVZ Ross 5  Digl VK3KH Michael 3  Digl
VK3MEG  Steve 3 SSB VK3AV Bermard 5  SSB VK3ZUX Denis 3  SSB
VK4QG  Allan 3 SSB VK3ZUX Denis 6  SSB VKIDA/p  Andrew 2
VKIKJ)  Geoff 2 SSB VK4CDI Phil 5 VK2AMS  Mark 2
VK2TK  John 1 Digl VK4CDI Phil 5 sSB VK3PF Poter 2 Digl
[ VK4QG  Allan 1 Digl | VKeKZp Wally & VK2DVZ  Ross 1  SSB
- VK3KH Michae! 4  Digl VK4EME  Allan 1 sSB
(432 MHz EME I Waly 4 )
| VKAEME Allan 103 VK2TG Bob a3 SSB 2.4 GHz EME )
VK4EME Allan 92 Digi VK4EME Allan 3 SSB VK3NX Charfie 50 CWwW
VK4CDI Phil 63 VITMO Fox 3 Dl VKIMO ___ Rex 14
‘| VK4COI Phil 62 Digi VK3PF Peter 2 Digi VK7MO Rex 10  Digi
| VK4EME __ Aftan 13 ow VK3QM __ David 2  Digl (VK3NX  Chatie 8  $SB
VK7TMO __ Rex 10 VK4CDI Phil 2 Dig
[ VKTMO Rex 9  Digi VKaKJJ Geof 2  SSB (3.4 GHz Tervestrial )
VK3NX Charlle 5 Ccw VK2ZT Steve 1 Digi VK3QM David 28 SSB
VK3AXH __lan 4 Dol (Zory Bob 1 SSB | |VKSAKK Ken 28 ssB
VK3HZ David 4 : VIK3NX Challe 27 $SB
VK3KH Michael 3 Digl 1296 MHz EME ) VK3PY Chas 27 SSB
VK3NX Charlie 3 Digi VK4CDI Phil 128 VK3WRE Ralph 8 SSB
VK2ZT Steve 2 Digi VK4CDI Phi 117 Digi VK3PF Peter 6 SSB
ZL3TY Bob 2 Digi VK3NX Chatie 77 VKeKZ  Wally 4
(VK4CDI___ Phil 1 SW ) [Vkanx Chaie 75 CW VK2AMS  Mark 3
VK3PY Chas 42 ss8 VK2AMS  Mak 44  Digi VKaWU Rod 2 _
VK3QM David 42 SSB VK7MO Rex 41 VK2AMS Mark 1 Digi
VKINX ___ Chatie 40  SSB VK3AXH _fan 39 Digi \VK2EM _ Buce 1  S38
VKSAKK __ Ken 30 SSB VISONVE Foss &7 D
VK2ZAB _ Gordon 29 SSB VK7TMO _ Rex 36 D (3.4 GH2 EME ]
VK2DVZ Ross 27 SSB VK3WRE _ Ralph 8 Digi VK3NX Charlie 33 ow
VK3ZLS Les 26 SSB VKSNX Chatle 5§ SSB VK4CDI  Phil 17
VKSAKK Phil 26 SS8 VK4CDI Phil 5 $S8 VK4CDI Phil 15 CW
VK2KU Guy 25 VK3NX Chale 4  Digi VK3NX Chalie 8 $SB
VK3BJM  Bamry 23 SSB VK2MER __ Kirk 3 Dig VK4CDI _ Phil 5 Digi
VK3PF Peter 22 VK3AXH __ lan 3 ow _LVK3NX Charie 3  Digi ]
VK3BDL _ Mike 21 SSB VK2AMS  Mark 2  SSB
! VIGDVZ  Ross 1 SsB 5.7 GHz Terrestrial )
' VKSWRE  Ralph 21 SSB
VK3AXH lan 1 SSB VK3PY Chas 28 SSB
VK3PF Peter 20 SSB k )
. VK3OGM  David 28 SSB
i_VK3HZ David 19 (2.4 GHz Terrestrial
\ VK3AKK  Ken 27 SSB
VK3KWA _ John 19 VK3PY Chas 31 SSB "
- . VK3NX Chartie 26 SSB
VK3KH Michael 17 SSB VK3QM David 31 SSB
. VK3WRE  Ralph 9 SSB
« VK2ZT Steve 16 SSB VIK3AKK Ken 29 SSB VK3PF - Peter 7 SSB
VKSALB/p - GARC 16 SSB VK3NX Charle 29 SSB
VK3ALB/p GARC 6 SSB
| VK3ES Andy 13 SSB VK3WRE Raph 12 SSB VKaKH Michael 4 SSB
| VK4V Rod 12 VK3ES Andy 8 SSB
[VKTMO ___ Rex 12 SSB VKeKz ___ Wally 4
VKIDA rd r VK3ALB/| P GARC 7 S$SB VK2AMS Mark 2
KOTK . J hrew 10 SSB eoBAM_ Bamy 7 o9 VK3BIM __ Banry 2 S8
V ohn VK3PF Peter 7. §SS8 VK3PF Poter 2 Dig
VK2AMS Mark 9 VK3KH Michael 6 8§88 L VK3ZUX Denis 1 SSBJ
VK3HY Gavin 8 VK3HZ David 5
VK3AL Aan 7 SSB J [ wKsHY Gavin 4 _
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John Moyle Field Day Contest 2016

enis Johnstone VK4AE/VK3ZUX

3 - 20 March, 2016
100 UTC Sat - 0059 Sun

wvish all entrants good luck, and
ok forward to hearing some of you
1 air during the contest!

N.B. new email address:
1d2016@wia.org.au will be set up
ose to the event for entries and
»u can check out latest info at
tp://www.wia.org.au/contests/

werview

The aim is to encourage

and provide familiarisation

with portable operation, and

provide training for emergency

situations. The rules are

therefore designed to encourage

field and portable operation.

The contest takes place on the

third full weekend in March each

year, and runs from 0100 UTC

Saturday to 0059 UTC Sunday,

19 - 20 March, 2016.

The contest is open to all VK, ZL

and P2 stations. Other stations

are welcome to participate,

but can only claim points for

contacts with VK, ZL and P2

stations.

Single opsrator portable entries

shall consist of ONE choice

from each of the following (e.g.

6 hour, portable, phone, VHF/

UHF):

a. 24 or 6 hour;

b. Phone, CW, Digital or All
modes;

¢. HF, VHF/UHF or All Bands.

Muilti-operator portable entries

shall consist of ONE choice

from each of the following (e.g.

24 hour, portable, phone, VHF/

UHF):

a. 24 or 6 hour;

b. Phone, CW, Digital or All
modes;

¢. HF, VHF/UHF or All Bands.

6. Home and SWL entries shall

consist of ONE choice from each
of the following (e.g. 24 hour,
portable, phone, VHF/UHF):

a. 24 or 6 hour;

b. All modes;

¢. HF, VHF/UHF or All Bands.

Muiti operator stations are not
permitted in the Home Category.

If a Home Station works the
same station regularly on any
band or any mode they should
submit their log to verify those
contacts. (See sect. 17 below.)

Scoring
7. Portable HF stations shall score

2 points per QSO. CW only
contacts to score 4 points per
QSO for contacts with either
home or portable stations.

8. On VHF/UHF portable stations

for Phone and Digital each

contact scores 2 points per

contact, and CW contacts score

4 points. In addition the VHF/

UHF Portable stations shall add

a distance score of the following

oném:

a. 0-49 km, 2 points per QSO;

b. 50-99 km, 5 points per QSO;

c. 100-149 km, 10 points per
Qso;

d. 150-289 km, 20 points per
QSO;

e. 300-499 km, 30 points per
QSO;

f. 500 km and greater, 2 points
per QSO

. Portable stations shall add an

additional distance score on 144

MH2z and higher:

a. 0to 49 km, 2 points per QSO;

b. 50 to 99 km, § points per
QsO;

¢. 100 to 149 km, 10 points per
QSO;

d. 150 to 299 km, 20 points per
QSso;

e. 300 km and greater, 30 points
per QSO.

10. For each VHF/UHF QSO where

more than 2 points are claimed,
both the latitude and longitude
of the station contacted or other
satisfactory proof of distance
such as the 6-figure Maidenhead
Locator must be supplied.

11. Home stations shall score:

a. Two points per QSO with
each portable station.

b. One point per QSO with other
home stations.

¢. For VHF/AUHF QSO Home
stations shall add as a
distance score on 6 m:

i. 0-49 km, 1 points per
Qso;

ii. 50-99 km, 2 points per
Qso;

ili. 100-149 km, 5 points per
Qso;

iv. 150-299 km, 10 points per
QS0;

v. 300-499 km, 15 points per
QSsO;

vi. 500 km and greater, 2
points per QSO.

d. Home stations shall add as a
distance score on 144 MHz
and higher:

i. 0to 49 km, 1 points per
Qso;

ii. 50 to 99 km, 2 points per
Qso;

iil. 100 to 149 km, 5 points
per QSO;

iv. 150 to 299 km, 10 points
per QSO;

v. 300 km and greater, 15
points per QSO.

Log Submission
12. For each contact: UTC tims,

frequency, station worked, RST/
serial numbers sent/received
and claimed score. (VHF and
above location of other station
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and distance showing the Lat/
Long or Maidenhead Locator to
6 figures for the station worked.)

13. All logs must be accompanied
by a summary sheet showing:
call sign, name, mailing address,
section entered, number of
contacts, claimed score,
location of the station during
the contest, and equipment
used, and a signed declaration
stating “/ hereby declare that
this station was operated in
accordance with the rules and
spirit of the contest and that the
contest manager’s decision will
be accepted as final”. For multi-
operator stations, the full names
and all call signs (legible) of all
operators must be listed.

14. The email address for this
year's JMFD contest should
be setup a few days before the
contest, and | would suggest
to those who will be sending
in your Logs electronically, to
send in a test email with the
words “TEST JMFD 2016, in
subject the line and also set the
“READ REQUEST RECEIPT"
flag. Your call sign can then
be added into the database
for this year's contest. When
actually submitting your log, if
you do not receive an e-mall
acknowlsdging receipt, then the
log has not been received.

15. Paper logs may be posted to
“John Moyie Contest Manager,
27 Laguna Ave, Kirwan 4817
QLD". Alternatively, logs may
be e-mailed jmfd2016@wia.org.
au, vkdae@wia.org.au, or snail
mailed via the WIA Contest
Manager, JMFD, P.O. Box 2042
Bayswater, VIC 3153. Club
stations must forward in the first
instance an electronic version
of their log. Club Stations who
submit only a paper log will have
that log returned as unreadable,
due to the very large amount of
work involved in entering and
checking large paper logs.

16. The following formats are
acceptable: Microsoft Excel or
Word, ASCII text or the print

log output from electronic log
programs such as VK Contest
Log {VKCL). Logs sent by disc or
e-mail must include a summary
sheet and declaration, but the
operator's full name (legible) is
acceptable in lieu of a signature.
Logs must be postmarked no
later than 15 April 2015.

17.If any station works the same
station multiple times on any
band or on any mode, both
stations should each enter a log
to verify those contacts. This rule
was introduced to overcome a
problem experienced in previous
contests where a portable station
worked a significant number of
home stations, but those home
stations did not enter a log, so
there were a very large number of
unverifiable contacts.

Certificates and Trophy

18, At the discretion of the Contest
Manager, certificates will be
awarded to the winners of each
portable section. Additional
certificates may be awarded
where operation merits it. Note
that entrants in a 24 hour section
are ineligible for awards ina 6
hour section.

19. The Australian WIA Affiliated
club station, with the highest
overall score will be awarded
the President’s Cup, a perpetual
trophy held at the Executive
Office, and will receive an
individually inscribed wall plaque
as permanent recognition.

Disqualification

20. General WIA contest
disqualification criteria, as
published in Amateur Radio from
time to time, applies to entries
in this contest. Logs which are
illegible or excessively untidy are
also liable to be disqualified.

Definitions

21. A portable station comprises
field equipment operating from
a power source, e.g. batteries,
portable generator, solar power,
wind power, independent of any
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permanent faci[lties, which is
not the normal location of any
amateur station.

22, All equipment comprisingithe
portable station must be locate:
within an 800 m diameter [clrcle.

23. A single operator station is where
one person performs all oang
logging, and spotting functions.

24. A single operator may onlgl/ use
a call-sign of which he/sh:e
is the official holder. A single
operator may not use a call-sig|
belonging to any group, club or
organisation for which h ﬁhe
is a sponsor except as part of a
muiti-operator entry.

25. A multi-operator station isjwher
more than one person operates
checks for duplicates, keeps th
log, performs spotting, etc.

26. A multi-operator station may
use only one call sign durihg th
contest. I

27. Multi-operator stations may onl
use one transmitter on each
band at any one time, regé‘rdles
of the made in use. |

28. All stations, both Single and Mul!
operator stations must submit a
separate log for each band.:

29. Logs submitted electronically car
use a separate Excel worksheet
for each band finked to a summa
sheet. A typical example is show
at http:/iwww.wia.org.au/contest:
which can be copied and adaptes
for the individual use of e|1:hé[r a
single or multi operator station.

30. Any station operated by a ¢lub,
group, or organisation will ‘be
considered to be multi-operato
by default.

31. None of the portable field
equipment may be erected on tt
site earlier than 28 hours belfore
the beginning of the cont 1.

32. Single operator stations may
receive moderate assistance
prior to and during the con‘#est,
except for operating, logging
and spotting. The practice '
of clubs or groups providing
massive logistic support tola
single operator is, however,
totally against the spirit of |
the contest. Offenders may:





















Four Weeks in November -

Reflections on the 2015 World
Radiocommunications Conference

Dale Hughes VK1DSH

The International
felecommunications Union (ITU) is
a specialist agency of the United
Nations (UN) based in Geneva,
Switzerland. The ITU radio sector
ITU-R) hosted the 2015 World
Radiocommunications Conference
WRC-15) which ran from 2
November through 27 November
and more than 3500 delegates from
aver 160 countries attended. WRC-
15 cost the ITU in excess of 6 million
Swiss Francs or approximately 9
nillion Australian Dollars.

World events and international
politics are never far from ITU
activities and this was manifest in a
number of ways: the recent inclusion
of the WRC-15 global flight tracking
agenda item following the loss of
fight MH370, an extraordinary and
very sombre plenary meeting after
the Paris terrorist tragedy and the
subsequent placement of armed
dolice at the conference venue,
after lengthy negotiations the
announcement of an agreement
detween Israel and Palestine
egarding spectrum management
ssues which is a positive step
forward for that troubled part of
the world. And finally, the ongoing
lerritorial disagreement between
Argentina and the United Kingdom
sver the Malvinas/Falklands Islands
which, at the very last moment,
1early derailed the possibility of a
tew 60 m amateur allocation.

As WRC-15 is an international
treaty level meeting, attendance was
subject to ministerial approval and
individual agreement to abide by
a strict set of guidelines governing
conduct, confidentiality, what can
be said and to whom. Thereis a

strict meeting and conference process
that must be followed in the attempt
to reach consensus regarding each
agenda item.

All WRC meetings are very formal
and hierarchical; the lowest formal level
is that of Sub Working Group {SWG)
which decides the fate of individual
WRC agenda items and develops the
necessary draft regulatory text for
the revised ITY Radio Regulations.
Drafting, informal and ad-hoc groups
are also established to address specific
issues and difficulties if required. The
SWG reports to the Working Group
(WG) which reports to the relevant
Committee which then reports to a
WRC Plenary meeting.

The draft regulatory text created
by each SWG is reviewed at each
meeting level above and changes
are possible at each level, though
substantive changes become less
likely as the proposal proceeds
through the approval process {except
for contentious issues). The draft text
is then subject to “first and second’
readings in a WRC Plenary meeting
which then approves the final text.

At the final WRC Plenary meeting
successful proposals becomes part
of the ‘Final Acts’ of the conference.
After each of the ITU member states
sign the final document, the modified
{TU Radio Regulations come into
effect approximately one year after
the conference.

Individual membser states then
apply the ITU Radio Regulations to
their own particular circumstances.

In Australia the Radio Regulations
become part of Australian law, though
local restrictions or adjustments
{through footnotes to the Australian
band plan) may be applied. All users

of the radio frequency spectrum may

be affected by changes to the radio

regulations, so the WRC outcome
might affect Australia’s defence,
matitime and aviation systems,
broadcasting and satellite services
etc. For amateur issues the final
outcome is changes to the Amateur

Licence Conditions Determination.
The WRC is the culmination of

three years of intense work at ITU-R

working party meetings, discussions
in each national administration as
part of their individual preparation for
the WRC and at meetings of various

Regional Telecommunications

Organisations (RTO). In Australia

the lead is taken by the ACMA and

the relevant RTO is the Asia-Pacific

Telecommunity (APT).

My role since early 2012 has
been:

* Under the auspices of the ACMA
as part of Australia's WRC
preparation, act as the Australian
WRC-15 agenda item 1.4 and
1.18 coordinator, lead the relevant
coordination groups, liaising
with concerned and interested
stakeholders, developing
the ‘Austratian position’ on
these agenda items and then
presenting and defending the
Australian view at ITU and APT
preparatory group mestings. |
was also a member of the agenda
item 1.12 coordination group
and ensured that the views of
amateurs were considered.

* From November 2012 as
chairman of ITU-R Working Party
5A-1 (‘Amateur and amateur
satellite services’) lead the
process to develop the required
sharing and compatibility studies
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for WRC-15 agenda item 1.4
as well as the ongoing work of
maintaining and updating ITU-R
reports and recommendations
relevant to the amateur service.
¢ During WRC-15 chair the Sub
Working Group handling WRC-
15 agenda item 1.4, making sure
that due process was followed,
that everyone was able to have
their say on the matter and that
we achieved our goal within the
given time frame.

Including WRC-15, | attended 21
meetings with a total of 114 days,
devoted to discussion on WRC-15
agenda items. It was important to
be at the various meetings, ‘on the
floor and on the day’, to present
the agreed Australian position and
amateur viewpoints on agenda
items - there is no other way.
Outside of the meetings there were
many hours spent writing reports,
reading input decuments for the
various meetings and undertaking
the necessary work involved in
leading the two Australian agenda
item coordination groups for which |
was responsible.

WRC-15 agenda items of
interest to amateurs

At WRC-15 there were a
number of agenda items relevant to
amateurs, though the issue of most
interest was agenda item 1.4 which
was for a new secondary amateur
allocation around 5300 kHz. It was
the task of Sub Working Group
{SWG-4B1) to deal with this issue
and to decide whether or not a new
allocation to the amateur service
could be made and to develop
the necessary regulatory text for
the conference and ITU Radio
Regulations if an altocation was
agreed.

In the beginning there were
a large number of options
presented by contributing states
with proposed allocations being
as wide as 175 kHz down to zero
i.e. no allocation. From the start it
was apparent that the opponents
of a new amateur allocation were

determined and well organised
and the proponents had to

work very hard to establish the
legitimacy of their case. Over 15
sometimes acrimonious SWG-
481 meetings a compromise was
reached that allowed for a small
amateur allocation with regional
power limitations. The discussions
were very complex and it Is fair

to say that both opponents and
proponents of the new secondary
amateur allocation left the meeting
‘equally unhappy’.

An item of concern for countries
that already have a 60 m allocation
under domestic arrangements
was that their allocations may be
reduced to the 156 kiHz allocated
in the new Radio Regulations;
however it appears fikely that in
most cases those countries will
continue to enjoy their existing
privileges with perhaps minor
adjustment to achieve global
frequency harmonisation.

What does this WRC-15
outcome mean for Austrafian
amateur operators? While the 15 W
e..r.p. power limitation is seemingly
harsh, calculations indicated that
it is probably in accordance with
typical mobile usage where a 100
W transmitter and vertical whip
is used. More problematic is that
the nominated frequency band is
used by the Royal Flying Doctor
and other important services. So
at this time it is far from clear how
this situation can be resolved
and the WIA will be involved in
further discussions with the ACMA
regarding this issue. If and when a
60 m allocation is made available
to Australian amateurs we must
remember that it is a secondary
allocation and this means that we
must not cause interference to
the primary service and amateurs
cannot claim protection from
harmful interference from stations of
the primary service.

Irespective of the specific
Australian situation, achieving a new
globat HF allocation for the amateur
service is a remarkable outcome
and it is a result of hard work by
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many individual amateurs, natiqnal
amateur societies and supportive
administrations.

Another issue of interest to
amateurs was agenda item 1.1
which was for a new allocation in
the 77.5 - 78 GHz frequency be(nd
for the radio location service. This
issue is of interest/concemto |
amateurs because of the primaijy
amateur allocation in the same |
band. Sharing studies indicate
there will be minimal impact on-
typical amateur operations in th
band by the short range vehicle
radar systems. The main input t
this agenda item was by way ofthe
sharing studies undertaken before
WRC-15 where representatives
of the amateur service ensured
that the sharing studies were
representative of typical amateu
practice that Is likely in that bang.

Agenda ltem 1.12 was for a
allocation to the Earth Exploration
Sateliite Service and there was some
concern that the earth exploratioq
satellites could cause interference
to amateur activities in the 3 cm
band. The proposal that went
forward covers the 10.0 - 10.4
GHz frequency band and sharing -
studies indicate that typical terrestrial
amateur actlivities would not be
affected by signals from the earth’
exploration satellites. This issue was
highly contentious with a number
of countries objecting because
of security concerns as the new
satellites would have image resolution
of tens of centimetres meaning Iittl'a
could be hidden from them.

Agenda ltem 1.1 sought
up to 500 MHz of additional
spectrum for International Mobile
Telecommunications and was a :
possible threat to a number of
microwave amateur bands. It w:
another very contentious agenda
item and it was difficult to achieve
agreement. Australia has added its
name to footnotes which allocates
the 3400 - 3600 MHz frequency
band to IMT and this formalises
what has been the Australian
position for some time. The issue -
of more bandwidth for IMT remains













WIA Functional commlttees

The WIA is a membership arganisation with

a very wide range of complex functions and
member services. Core functions and services are
administrative in nature (general administrative
functions, membership services, examination and
callsign management, financial etc...) and are
performed by salaried staff.

Volunteers perform a diverse range of highly
specialist functions (ACMA liaison, Frequency Co-
ordination, Standards liaison, Interference issues,
technical support and training and assessment
etc.). These volunteers provide the majority of
member services, however they have been loosely
organised and often overstretched.

The new committee system attempts to
structure the WIA's non-core activities into 10
broad functional areas, each comprising a team of
voluntesrs under the dfrection of the WiA Board.
This structure Is intended to spread the workload
on our volunteers, improve communications
between members and the WIA Board, improve
sesvices to members, and encourage more people
to become involved {n the WIA.

WIA Committee Charters

Spectrum Committee

(Regulatory, ACMA, U, IARU, Repeaters &

Beacons, Standards, Interference & EME,

Monitoring Service)

Andrew VKAQF, Brian VK3MJ, Dale VK1DSH, Gilbert

VK1GH, Jim VK3PC, Noel VIG3NH, Peter VK3APO,

Peter VKMV, Phil VK2ASD, Richard VK2AAH, Rob

VK1 KRM, Roger VIK2ZRH, Ron VK3AFW.

Perform all ITU and IARU liaison activities.

e Liaise with, and act as the 1st point of contact
for, the ACMA,

o Advise the Board, and enact Board poficy in
relation to all radio communications regulatory
issues and the LCD.

*  Represent the WIA to State and Local
Government

*  Represent the WiA to Standards Australia

*  Provide speciafist technical advice and
coordinate repeater and beacon ficence
applications and frequency allocation.

o Develop responses to significant and
prolonged harmful interference issues
affecting amateur radio operations.

*  Provide an information resource for EMC/EMR
issues.

e Administer the JARU Monitoring Service in
Austrafia

¢  Provide a technical resource to other
committess and the WIA Office.

Technical Advisory sub-Commitiee

(Tech support, Band plans etc)

Amanda VK1WX, Barry VK2AAB, Bill VK4XZ, Doug

VK3UM, Eddie VKGZSE, John VK3KM (Co-ordinator),

Paul VK2TXT, Pau VK5BX, Peter VK3APO, Peter

VK3BFG, Peter VK3JFK, Peter VIK3PF, Rex VK7MO,

Tim VK2ZTM, Waiter VK6KZ

General Committes

Executive Administriator TBA, President (Phil,

VK2ASD), Vice President (Fred, VK3DAC), Treasurer

(Chris,VK30B), WA Secretary David, VK3RL)

o Responsible for the efficient and comect
operation of the WIA office.

Responsible for staffing and workplace safety.

¢ Provide a speciatist administrative resource to
the WIA office as required.

¢  Manage contractual agreements.

¢ Manage business relationships.

o Ensure compliance with the ACMA Business
Rules

*  Prepare yearly budgets

®  Prepare quarterly financial reports for the
Board

¢ Prepare independently reviewed YE financiat
reports and balance sheets for circulation to
the membership prior fo each Annual General
Meeting.

e Manage insurances and %o be responsible for
currency of insurance policies.

e Maintain a complaints register.

*  Ensure complaints are handled in accordance
with WIA policy and any contractual
agreements.

Communications, Media and Events

Committee

Jim VK3PC, Phil VK2ASD, Robert VK3DN, Roger

VK2ZRH

Communication with members and the public:

Communicate with the membership.

Publicise WIA activities and initiatives.

Develop strategies and resources for the

promotion of Amateur radio to the public.

¢ Davelop strategies and resources for the
promotion of WIA membsrship to the Amateur
community.

. Supe:vise and/or perform promotional

. Oo-otdinawmawaﬂyAGMacﬁvmes

Education Committee

Fred VK3DAC, Ron VK2DQ, WIA Executive

Admlnlstrawr'lBA
In association with the WIA's RTO and affiisted
clubs offering training services, develop and
administer the WIA’s training and assessment

® & o O

systems.

*  In association with the Spectrum Strategy
Committee, develop and maintain the various
licence syllabi and assoclated question banks.

*  [nassociation with the Community Support
Committee and the RTQ, develop and maintain
the Emergency Communications Operator
scheme.

¢ Ensure the confidentiality and security of al
personal information, question banks and
examination papers.

Grants Committee

Drew VIKSXU, Gary VK2KYF, Peter VK3PF

(Coondinator), Peter VK3PH, Scott VK3CZ

Radio Activities Commitiee

WIA Director TBA

Contests sub-Commitiee

Alan VK4SN, Colin VIKSDK, Denis VK4AE / VK3ZUX,
James Pleming VK4TJF, Joha VK3KM, Kevin VK4UH,
Tony VK3TZ

Operating Awards sub-Committee

Bob VK3SX (Coordinator), Alan VK2CA, Alsk
VKGAPK, David VK3EW, Laurie VK7ZE, Marc
VK30HM, Paul VKSPAS
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ARDF

Jack VK3WWW (Co-ordinator)

ARISS

Tony VKSZA! (Co-ordinator) {

s Al activities associated with actua! radio |
operation, such as: contests, awards, distance
records, QSL services, ARISS, AMSAT,

QSL Gard sub-Committee ,

Algk VKGAPK, Alex VK2ZM (Qutwards 90

John VK1CJ, John VK7RT, Jung VK4S, Max .

VK3WT, Stephan VKSRZ, WiA Office (lnwards

Manage) -

Historical and Archive Committee

David VK3ADW, Drew VK3XU, lan VK3IFM, Jenny

VK3WQ, Linda VK7QP, Martin VK7GN, Peter VKSR

(monﬁnaton. Will VK6UU
Develop, maintain and preserve the WIA'S
fistorical and archive collection ;

*  Encourage access to the collection by WIA
members and those seeking historical ‘
for publication.

IT Services |

Robert VK3ON, Marc Hillman VK30HM, Tim

*  Provide an IT resource to other commi
and the WIA Board.

. Bemponsihbl’orﬂwoﬁ-shsdataback D
all IT systems information,

. Toupdateandmalntammawmmdte
required. .

e Advise the Administrative / Financial
commitiee in relation to the MEMNET Cigud
Service contract.

Community Service Committee

Fred VK3DAC (Director), Greg VK2SM (Assistant

Treasures), Ewan VK4ERM (Director), Paul VKSPH

«  Develop, promote and co-ordinate all WIA
community support activities

New Initiatives

Phil VK2ASD (Director), Robert ViG3DN {Directar),

Roger VK2ZRH (Director), David VK3RU (Company

Secretary)

o Think-tank ideas and initiatives to adv.
amateur radio and WIA membership. -

«  On approval by the Board, run proof of
trials.

Affitiated Clubs Committee

Ted Thrift VK2ARA, President (Phil Wait VKZASD).

Vu:e President (Fred VIC3DAC)
Manage all amangements beiween the W!A
and WIA Affiliated Clubs v

*  [n cooperation with the Administrative / -
Financlal committee, manage the Club
tnsurance Scheme :

*  Encourage stronger refationships and
communications fiow between the WIA and
WA Affliated Clubs rlﬂo

e Encourags increasing WIA membership
in Affiliated Clubs
Manage thg Club Grants Scheme .
[dentify and bring regional Atfiliated Club,
issues to the attention of the WIA Board.










