




































































Etiquette and Calling CQ

Ade Larsen VK4SOE

" Standardised international radio
etiquette, procedure and protocol
dictates that we operate as officlently,
clearly and succinctly as is possible.

The Austratian Communications
and Media Authority’s legislation
and our own Licence Condition
Determinations lay down rules of
which we must obey. Whilst this
is the basis for how we conduct
ourselves it is up to each of us to
strive to be the best we can and go
on-air in such a manner as to display
our courtesy, politeness and good
behaviour.

When | first learned to fly my
instructor asked me if | wanted to
be a good pilot and | said yes. The
instructor then lambasted me and
then again asked if | wanted to just
be a good pilot or a great pilot to
which | replied a great pilot.

Do you want to be an average
amateur operator? Or do you perhaps
yearn to be a cut above the rest?

I'd say that most us would
answer that question with a definitive
‘yes’; however some folk for one
reason or another are not exposed to
the full banquet and platter of radio
operation etiquette and protocol and
S0 never attain the best operating
conduct that is possible.

Aside from self-improvement,

I believe we have a duty to
demonstrate fastidious and
impeccable conduct on the bands
which includes utilising traditional
radio etiquette which has not gone
out of fashion nor indeed changed.

Believe it or not, for the first
elghty years of radio or so, the
operators in the amateur service tried
to be as efficient and to-the-point
as possible and this was when the
bands were less congested and had
little interference.

Whilst not wanting to relive the
past glory days of radio, we can still
take a command lead from how the
operators of yesteryear conducted
themselves. Further to this, we may

also like to aspire to on-air behaviour
tantamount to our current Maritime,
Aviation, Military and Rescue
Services who maintain strict radio
procedure-and etiquette.

Everyone’s on-air demeanour and
style is different and this is ok. We all
have our own ways of doing things.
The over-arching question we must
ask ourselves is: “Can we become
better operators?”

Everyone can be a better on-air
operator. Here are some tips.

Pre-Start Up Check List

How many times have you tuned
through the band on your radio and
just heard some station call out? Well
folk’s; that is not good conduct.

As an operator who wants to be
the best you should turn on your
radio and choose a clear frequency
and then listen. After determining
the frequency you wish to use
is clear, you may like to put out
your intentions with the following:
“VK4SOE is the frequency in use, is
the frequency in use?”

This is not just done once. You
need to be patient and repeat two or
three times more and proving over a
minute or so that there truly is no one
else on the frequency.

If you can’t wait that long and
perform this step then perhaps you
might consider taking up knitting
because it’s the right thing to do.

| would also draw your attention
to an important point. If you examine
the words § used above you will
discern two things. One is that the
very first thing spoken is the call sign.
That's important. You can go on-air
and ramble on and then give your
call sign but this is not best practice.
You must say your call sign first.

Remember, we are striving to be
better operators. Let there not be any
doubt about your identity - get it out
there immediately.

The second point about this
frequency-check call is that the
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question of the frequency being
in use is asked twice just in case
another station that is nearby is
moving his or her variable frequency:
oscillator over your frequency and
there is no doubt about what is being
asked.

It's optional and in fact redundan
to add the letters QRL because this |

is a CW {(Morse Code) term but if J

one gets in the habit of saying iton a
telephony frequency then one is likel,
to also conduct oneself in a similar |
manner whilst on Morse Code. There
is never any harm in announcing
your intentions more than once. For
those not up with their Q codes, QRL
means: The frequency is in use.

All this bother and you haven't
even put out a call yet.

Calling CQ

Firstly, as an amateur, you can call
CQ any way you like. All you have
to generally include is the letters CQ
and your call sign.

Again, there may be better ways
which are more efficient, succinct
and help cut through noise and
interference and grab the attention of
other operators. :

This is an example of how one
might put out an efficient CQ call on
a telephony frequency: “CQ CQ CQ,
cacacq cacaceca
This is Victor Kilo Four Sierra Oscar
Echo
1 say again
Victor Kilo Four Sierra Oscar Echo
Calling CQ CQ CQ and Listening” |

Whilst only a template and guideline,
much can be gleaned by the study of
this particular call structure.

The call starts off with the
internationally recognised method
of using groups of three. In the
professional world, everything is
done in groups of three and it doesn’t
hurt if we follow this pattern. :

By calling CQ with three sets of
three you can be sure that a station |
cruising with a VFO will have no




doubt about what your signal is.

The salient point about the
make-up of this call type is that when
a station that is moving across the
band comes across your signal, he or
she only needs to hear any snippet of
the entire call to realise that it is a CQ
and hopefully the person stops and
answers you back. Can you see how
this works?

You may reasonably conclude
that there is nothing useless or time-
wasting in the call. It’s succinct with
only useful information.

The calling of the band, the
frequency and just about anything
else Is a waste of your time. The
person at the other end knows he’s
on 20 m and so do you. No need to
call it.

The practice of calling the band
and or frequency is left over from the
old telegraphy and radio room days
where there was multiple radios’
in a room which created confusion
so it became polite etiquette to
call the band or frequency to help
the operator pick up the right
microphone or telegraph key.

An important action that
any operator can take to make
themselves bstter on-air is to fiven up
the call. Be punchy, positive and firm
and enunciate your words clearly and
fully like an English school boy saying
How Now Brown Cow. If you don't
get that then look it up.

You can't be asleep and boring.
More people will reply if they detect
your radiant, fresh and up-beat CQ
call.

Try to say your call so as the
alpha-numerics are fully pronounced
with a tiny space between but’
without letting the radio ramp down
and ramp up again. What | am trying
to put across is a little hard since
| am not a radio engineer however
what | am saying is to keep your call
flowing as well as that of your radio’s
transmitter.

Leaving a gap between CQ calls
is a personal choice however 5-10
seconds is usually enough for a
station to respond.

One very important point is
consistency. Keep your calling
consistent. Don't change from saying

your alpha-numerics to spelling
them. This creates confusion. Other
stations that are picky might ignore
you. People like consistency.

Once you have established
contact then by all means shorten it
down to spelling which will save time.

Learning to Listen
They say that contesting creates
good listeners. | agree with this,
however | am not a contester and |
suspect that neither are most reading
this article.

So, how do you become a
good listener? Well surprisingly the
answer is not found in attempting -
to become better at hearing. The
secret is attitudinal. You must train
yourself to give only what is required
or requested.

if a station asks for your call sign
suffix then only give them that.

Train yourself to answer the
question, It's up to you to decide
to actively pursue this change in
attitude. On a noisy frequency keep
it short, consistent and only the
information asked for to prevent
confusion.

QSL

By now this may start to sound like
some authoritarian rant but it’s not. )
wish to put across my views, opinion
and experiencs.

There is however one part of the
amateur radio operators vernacular
which drives me up the wall - QSL.

Again, Amateur radio is a hobby
and we can all do it in our own way
within.the rules however the over-use
of QSLIs annoying.

QSL has its place, especially
during a difficutt QSO where saying
the letters QSL assists the other
station with acknowledgement.
Outside of this scenario the use or
misuse, is not wanted, warranted nor
desirable. Obviously, there is nothing
wrong with asking for a QSL card.

Many good operators have
unknowingly picked up the QSL bug
like influenza.

On air, you'll hear those people
who have it so bad that they say QSL
at the beginning and end of every
sentence.

Please, ask yourself; Do | over
use the acronym QSL? Chances are
that you do.

Some time ago | discovered that
I too was afflicted with the QSL bug.
It took watching a video on You Tube
made by Jim W6LG, who some of
you will know, to realise | had picked
up this hideous and incipient disease.
His video clearly shows how many
folk have copied and pasted QSL
into their lives without thinking.

There is many ways to beat the
QSL bug and | suggest substitute
words such as Receive All OK, Roger,
Yes | got all that or anything. Simply
carnrying on with the conversation is
all that is often warranted.

From a psychological point of
view, catching the QSL disease is the
same as yawning. You can put this
knowledge to good use by refusing
to use QSL in a conversation where
the other station is carpet bombing
them all the time and it’s funny to see
how you can get them to reduce or
eliminate it from the QSO altogether
by not using those said letters.

It's a breath of fresh to have a
QSO without QSL, QSL?

Conclusion
We can all improve and become
better radio amateurs.

It is my belief that if you follow
these ideas as a guideline and you
adopt an attitude of best practice
which reflects international radio
etiquette then you will be successful
and respected during your amateur
Atfter all, there is nothing wrong
with displaying style, finesse, grace,
hue and class on the air. A little
respect and time taken to consider
others goes a long way and will stand
you in good stead for ever.

In aviation you are judged neither
on your take-offs nor how you fly
your aircraft. You are judged on how
you land. Similarly, how would you
like people to think of your conduct
and on-air behaviour when you go
QRT? - B
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The highest profile DXpedition
in October was VP6D Ducle Island,
east of Pitcaim Island. Ducie -
Istand was last activated in 2008
so had moved right up to #19
Most Wanted. Heading into their
tast half day of operation, they are
approaching 120,000 QSOs! (Ed:
VP6D closed a little earlier than
they had hoped due to changing
sea and fanding conditions. The
DXA site reporis a total of 121,136
contacts were made, with 67,686 on
CW, 28,736 on SSB and 24,714 on
digital modes.)

VKOHZ Davis Antarctic Base
Matt VK5HZ advises he will be
commencing at Davis Base late
this year and for most of 2019. He
hopes to get some time on alr while
he is there. This is not.a DXpedition
but just some activity In his spare
time. Matt plans some SSB and
digital modes activity. More details
to follow as he gets his gear
together.

3DAOAO Aborted '
HASAO was unable to get on:

alr from eSwatini, as he was riot
allowed to put up his antenna. He
has left his radio gear there and has
gone back home to Hungary, with
plans to retum to eSwatini.

TT8KO QRT

After only 24 hours of operation

in N'Djamena, Ken was ordered '
to cease operating by the security
police. After some delay and
interrogation by the security police,
Ken was informed that whilst he
had the correct authorisation by

the Chad telecommunications
authority, they had not notified the

security police. By 17 October, Keén -

still had not received permission to
continue operating, so he ptanhned
to return home on the 18*. Then, he
was advised by the security police
that he was not able to leave Chad!
Finally on the 24", he was given
permission to leave and to remove
all his antennas immediately. He left

Chad on the 25" and arrived home o

in Norway the next day. -

3Y0l Bouvet Island

The Rebel DX Group is in advanced
stages of planning for their
DXpedition to Bouvet Island this
summer. We wish them the best

of success, especially after the

last attempt at Bouvet which was
unable to land. For more information
visit their website: htips://www.
rebeldxgroup.com/tag/3y0i/

DXpedition and Contest
Season
After a somewhat long and dismal
winter, we are at last enjoying a little
more activity on the bands and a
seasonal lift in propagation. Make
the most of it now, while it lasts.
We should see somewhat improved
conditions through summer but
nothing like we had a few years
ago. There is the odd sunspot group
appearing but they are small and
short-lived.

Make the most of what we
have. Look at different modes of
communicating when SSB becomes
difficult, such as CW and the very
popular FT8 digital mode. The
amount of activity in those FT8
band allocations is incredible.
If nothing else, you have the
opportunity to work new countries
or at least band fills.

Every QSO is appreciated
Sometimes one finds it abit of a
chore when those stations just keep
Hining up in the pileup and itis all
pretty routine DX calling, such as
from Europe. After one such session
recently, | found an email message
in my inbox from a French station
who let me know just how excited
he was to make the QSO using low
power and an indoor dipole cut for

-another band from his rented house

near Paris. This reminded me just
how magical our hohby is, where
two stations on opposite sides

of the planet can communicate
using the resources we can muster
as hobbyists and the natural
phenomena that enable our little

. bits of energy to reach each other.
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Upcoming DX

DXpedition activity scheduted for
December and January includes the
following: .

4S7KKG Maldives (AS-OO@). .
November - 1 April. DCOKK wiil be
operating mainly CW and Digital
modes. QSL via LotW or Club Log.

SR8IC Madagascar (AF-013),3 - 13
November. OE7AJH and OE7KUT
will be operating 40 - 10 m, maybe
80 m, CW and SSB. QSL via
OE7AJH.

JD1/JGBNQJU Minami Torishima, 15
November - mid February. JGBNQJ
will be operating 20 and 17 m CW
and RTTY, in his spare time around
his work commitments. QSL via
JABCUY.

XV8D Vietnam, 18 November - 2
December. RM9D will be operating
40 - 10 m, maybe 80 m. QSL via
Lotw or RM2D direct.

JD1BPH, JO1/JI1CRM Ogasawara,
22 November - 7 December.
JH1HHC and JI1CRM will

be operating from Komagari, .

" Chichijima Island (AS-031), 160 - 6

m, CW, SSB, RTTY and FT8. QSL
via LotW or home calls.

4W/DS3EXX Timor Leste, 25
November - 2 December. DS3EXX
will be operating from OC-148, on
HF. QSL via LotW or DS3EXX.

4AW/MHL1AHS Timor Leste, 26
November - 3 December. HL1AHS
will be operating HF, SSB, CW and
FT8. QSL via HL1AHS.

FS/ Saint Martin, 28 November

- 7 December. KONU, WOILY,
WOMK, FS4WBS and K9IEL will be
operating as FS/home call, with a
focus on 160 and 80 m. For more
information see: hitp.//www.k9el.

' com/SaintMartin2018/SXM2018.htm

VP2M Montserrat, 30 November
- 10 December. VP2MLB (K7NM),
VP2MSA (WM'IZ). VP2MSK
(NS7K), and VP2MZN (AC7ZN)
will be operating 160 - 10 m, CW,
$SB, PSK, FT8 and RTTY. Active
as multi-operator entry in ARRL
160 m Contest using VP2MSK.
QSL individual callsigns as per










WIA QSL Bureau News

John Seamons VK3JLS
e vk3jls@wia.org.au

The following has recently been
received from the IARU, following
their September meeting in Seoul. It
is reproduced in its entirety for the
information of members:

To IARU Member-Societies:

At its September 2018 meeting

in Seoul the IARU Administrative

Council discussed the past, present

and future of the IARU QSL bureau

system.
The exchange of QSL cards by
radio amateurs is a practice that

is almost as old as radio itself. It

began as postcard reports of distant

reception at a time when two-way
contacts over significant distances
were relatively rare and the reports
were valued as the best evidence

of a transmitting station’s range.

It developed into a social gesture

—“A QSL is the final courtesy of

a QS0” - as well as a means of

documenting achievements.
IARU QSL bureaus ~ national-

leve! clearing houses for cards

sent in bulk from one country to

another - came about initially

because the addresses of individual
stations were not widely available

. (in part because amateurs in

some countries operated without

the benefit of a license) and

international postage for individual
cards was relatively expensive. For
many years the QSL bureau system
was reliable, inexpensive and
almost universal for countries with
more than a handful of amateurs.
In‘recent years several
developments have impacted the

QSL bureau system:

s Computer-generated QSLs
have flooded the system with
cards that are not desired by the
intended recipients.

* Amateurs have become more
environmentally conscious
and regret the large volume of

undeliverable and unwanted
cards.

e Electronic confirmation systems,
including but by no means
limited to the ARRL’s Logbook of
The World (LoTW), have reduced
the necessity of collecting cards
to earn awards.

+ Newer, younger amateur
licensees are not as wedded
to the tradition of QSL card
exchange as their older
counterparts.

¢ The cost of sending packages
of QSL cards internationally has
increased dramatically.

¢ Holiday-style “DXpeditions” and
contest operations by visitors
have burdened smaller bureaus
with cards that cannot be
delivered locally, causing some
to cease operation entirely.

e Budgetary pressures are forcing
member-societies to reassess
their priorities, especially in
countries with declining amateur
populations.

+ Some member-societies find it
increasingly difficult to recruit
volunteers or to pay staff or
contractors to operate their QSL
bureaus.

Administrative Council policy

on QSL bureaus is set out in
Resolution 85-9, first adopted in
1985 and revised most recently in
2009. In 2016 the Administrative
Council sought the views of
member-societies on the possible
suppression of Resolution 85-9.
With the exception of the IARU
Region 2 Conference that year, this
expressed support for the resolution
while also endorsing electronic
confirmation; there was very little
response.

In Seoul, the Administrative
Council concluded that Resolution
85-9 should be replaced with a new
Resolution 18-1 that better reflects

the current situation. Because this
represents a significant change in
policy it is being communicated to
member-societies in advance of the
effective date of 1 January 2019.

o~

RESOLUTION 85-9
(Revised 2009)

(TO BE SUPPRESSED
EFFECTIVE 1 JANUARY 2019)

Concerning QSL bureaus
The IARU Administrative
Coungcil, Auckland, November
1985:

recognising that the exchanging
of QSL cards is a “final
courtesy” in an Amateur Radio
communication,

racognising that the cost of
exchanging cards between
individual amateur stations

is prohibitive in most cases,
unless an efficient international
bureau system in operation,
recognising that an amateur
who sends a card via the
bureau usually has no way of
knowing whether the amateur
to whom it is addressed is a
member of his national IARU
society and

recognising that most IARU
membersocieties operate
incoming bureau systems that
are available to members and
nonmembers alike but that
some are unable, for good and
sufficient reason, to provide
service to nonmembers even if
the expenses of doing so are
fully reimbursed,

resolves that membersocieties
are strongly encouraged,
whenever possible, to provide
incoming QSL bureaus service
to nonmembers within their
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operating territory, if such
nonmembers agree to pay the
full cost of this service; and if
they are not already doing so,
to explore appropriate means
and methods for delivering
QSL cards to non-members
and further resoives that
membersocieties shall not
forward QSL Cards to bureaus
operated by nonmembers

of IARU, if there is an IARU
membersociety in the country
concerned that forwards cards
to nonmembers who agree to
pay the full cost of this service.

RESOLUTION 18-1

(EFFECTIVE 1 JANUARY
2019)

Concerning methods of

confirming (QSLing) radio

contacts (QSOs)

The IARU Administrative

Council, Seoul, September

2018;

recognising that many radio

amateurs wish to receive

confirmations of the radio

contacts (QSOs) they make

~ with other amateurs, either in
the form of physical QSL cards

or by electronic means,

recognising that the cost of
exchanging QSL cards between
individual amateur stations

in different countries can be
prohibitive unless an efficient
means of international bulk
exchange Is in operation, as
has been the case for decades
thanks to the IARU QSL bursau
system,

recognising that systems

for exchanging electronic
confirmations now exist that are
much faster and less expensive
than exchanging QSL cards
and therefore are growing

in popularity as additional

or alternative methods of
confirmation,

recognising that an amateur
who wishes to send a card via
the IARU QSL bureau system
usually has no way of knowing
whether the amateur to whom
it is addressed is a member
of his national IARU member-
society and often does not
know whether the other
amateur wishes to receive
cards via the bureau,

recognising that most IARU
member-societies operate

incoming bureau systems that
are available to members and
non-members alike but that
some are unable, for good and
sufficient reason, to provide
service to non-members even
if the expenses of doing so are
fully reimbursed,

recognising that many QSL
cards that enter the bureau
system are not desired by the
intended recipients and may
not be deliverable, either for
this or some other reason, and

sensitive to the importance
of avoiding the unnecessary
environmental impact of
QSL cards being printed,
transported and ultimately
discarded without being
delivered,

resolves that member societies
are encouraged to continue

to offer QSL bureau service

in their countries, exchanging
cards with the bureaus of other
member-societies, for as long
as doing so is economically
justifiable and further resoives
that amateurs are encouraged
to adopt confirmation
practices, including but not
limited to using electronic
confirmation systems,

that reduce the volume of
unwanted and undeliverable
QSL cards being introduced
into the bureau system.
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So what does this all mean for

the WIA QSL Bureau? Firstly, the
WIA Board at its October meeting
formally adopted the new IARU
policy, effective from 1 January
2019. This will require the QSL Card
Committee to re-visit our QSL policy
in at least the following areas:

+ The current IARU resolution
related to member societies
belng encouraged to provide
incoming QSL Bureau services
to non-members within their
territory, has very much been
watered down. With the new
resolution, it is appropriate that
we re-visit that section of our
policy, likely resulting in the
outcome that we will no longer
store non-member’s cards.

* The current resolution that
member societies shall not
forward cards to Bureaus
operated by non-members of
the IARU has been removed.
This presents an option that
perhaps we may decide to start
sending cards to the non-IARU
Bureaus that operate around
the world. Again, this will be
something that we will re-visit.

The new resolution has picked up
on many aspects that our Bureaus
continually see and for which we
have already implemented some
changes; for instance, we are now
discarding a large number of QSLs
received, particularty where QRZ,
com indicates such things as “No
paper QSLs", “LoTW only” etc.
and for us, this mainly appfies for
Special Event and VK9 calisigns.
(In the last 6 months, we have
in fact discarded over 800 such
cards). Similarly, we have applied
some restrictions on the use of the
outgoing bureau for DXpeditions
that can generate large numbers of
Q8L cards.

| have written a previous article
in AR regarding the cost of the
QSL Bureau and at this stage, the
WIA QSL Bureau operation is still
considered to be economically
justifiable, thanks largely to the
number of volunteers who freely


























































Thanks to Peter VK3TKK for his
efforts in making the day a success.

Homebrew Group
The Homebrew Construction Group
of Amateur Radio Victoria aims
to promote the good fellowship
and exchangs of ideas between
amateurs who are enthusiastic
builders of their own equipment. It
does this through monthly meetings
in the ARV rooms located at 40 g
Victory Blvd, Ashburton on the first
Saturday of each month (excluding
January), at 2.00 pm.

The meetings are generally
very informal but commence with
a “Show and Tell” session where
projects can be displayed and
described. The following discussion

usually generates a weafth of ideas
for the new-comer and experienced
constructor alike. The session is
followed by a guest speaker, when
possible.

Homebrewing encompasses
almost every aspect of our
hobby and those who might not
necessarily regard themselves as
dedicated homebrewers will find
something of interest in this group.

2018 / 2019 meeting dates

1 December 2018 / 2 February 2019
/2 March 2019 / 6 April 2019

Foundation licence course
The next Foundation licence
weekend will take placeon 17 & 18
November 2018.

Enrolments can easlly be
made “On Line” at https://www.
amateurradio.com.aulflicence/
foundation

Foundation Manuals (and Log
Books) are always available via the
ARV web shop. Great Christmas
presents!

Keith Roget Memorial
National Parks Award

This ongoing Award scheme is
boosted by the popular annual
activation period.

8 November - 11 November
2019 will see the ninth KRMNPA
activation period.

Amateur Radio Victoria wishes all
Amateurs and their Families a Meny
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Ross Hull Memorial VHF-UHF Contest 2019

Retiring Contest Manager: John Martin VKSKM

The next Ross Hull Contest will

run through the month of January.
Work as much DX as you can during
the month, then send in your log.
You can enter your log for the best
seven days in the contest period, or
the best two days, or both. You can
count Summer Field Day contacts
(one contact per station per band
per day) in your Ross Hull Contest
log. Logs are due in by February 11.

Wanted Alive - One Contest
Manager

After a final effort tast year, here |
am again announcing my retirement
for the third time. This definitely has
to stop. So, volunteers needed for
next year. Who will step forward

to offer a foew hours of their time

to keep this contest going? Log
sheets, certificate artwork etc.

all provided. More details on the
contest web page.

The Contest
The WIA maintains a perpstual

trophy in honour of the late

Ross A. Hull and his pioneering
achievements in VHF and UHF
operation. The contest is open to
all amateurs. Certificates will be
awarded to all entrants, including
certificates for the top scoring
amateurs in each licence class.

Duration
0000 UTC 1 January to 2400 UTC
31 January.

In Eastern Summer Time, that is
11 a.m. on 1 January to 11 a.m. on
1 February.

Sections

A Best 7 days, analog modes.
B: Best 7 days, digital modes.
C. Best 2 days, analog modes.

D. Best 2 days, digital modes.

Digital modes are defined as
those in which the decoding of
the received signal is done by a
computer.

Entrants may submit logs for more
than one section.

General Rules

One callsign and one operator

per station. Stations may operate
from any location. You may claim
one contact per station per band
per UTC day. Repeater, satellite,
EME and crossband contacts are
not permitted. Split frequency
operation is allowed, for example
on 50/52 MHz. Calling frequencies
should be kept as clear as possible
so as not to interfere with other
stations making or listening for
calls. If contact is established on
a recognised DX calling frequency
{i.e. 50.110, 144.100 etc), stations
should QSY up to .150 or higher
to make the contest exchange. All
rulings of the contest manager will
be accepted as final.

Contest Exchange
For Section A or C, Entrants must
exchange RS (or RST) reports plus a
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serial number. Serial numbers need not be consecutive.
NOTE: For propagation modes such as meteor scatter
or short-lived sporadic E openings, it is sufficient to
exchange callsigns plus two further digits that cannot be
predicted by the other station.

For Section B or D, exchange callsigns plus two
further digits that cannot be predicted by the other
station.

While not an essential part of the contest exchange,
Maidenhead locators may also be exchanged as an aid
to distance calculations.

Logs

Logs must contain the following for each contact:

¢ Date and UTC time.

¢ Frequency and callsign of station worked.

¢ Reports and serial numbers sent and received.

¢ Approximate location or grid locator of station
worked.

» Separate scoring columns for each band would be

helpful.

Scoring
Scoring will be based on the best 7 UTC days nominated
by the entrant.

For each contact, score 1 point per 160 km or part
thereof (i.e. up to 99 km: 1 point, 100 - 199 km: 2 points,
etc.).

Multiply the total by the band multiplier as follows:

[sm 2m 70 cm 23 cm Higher bands ]
[ x2 x3 x5 x8 x10 )
Then total the scores for all bands.

Cover Sheet

Logs must be supplied with a cover sheet containing:
¢ Operator’s callsign, name and address.

Please use the following format for your scoring table. If
you wish you can cross-check by adding the daily totals
across the table, but please make sure that you include
the separate band totals. See Table at bottom.

A cover sheet and scoring table is included in the .
postings on the WIA web site. Copies can also be
obtained from the e-mail address given below.

Penalties

Minor errors may be corrected and the score adjusted.
Repeated use of recognised DX calling frequencies
(especially when the reports indicate strong signals) may
lead to disqualffication. inclusion of any false log entries
will lead to disqualification.

Entries
Paper logs may be posted to the Manager, Ross Hull
Contest, PO Box 2042, Bayswater Vic 3153. Electronic
logs can be e-mailed to rosshull@wia.org.au. Acceptable
log formats include: ASCII text, RTF, DOC, DOCX, XLS,
MDB, PDF, or any Open Document format.

Logs must be received by 12 February, 2019. Early
logs would be appreciated.

Note on Calculating Distances

Absolute accuracy is not required. You just need to
know whether each station is above or below the
nearest multiple of 100 km, so you can use a compass
to draw 100 km circles around your location on a map.
Alternatively, you can use contest logging software that
can calculate distances. If s0, you will need to exchange
6 digit Maidenhead locators to get an accurate distance
measurement. You ¢an also calculate distances from
six-digit Maidenhead locators using a computer program
that is available on the Ross Hull Contest page of the
WIA web site.

Contest web page: http://www.wia.org.au/members/

¢ Station location (if different from the postal address). contests/rosshull/
» Section(s) entered, A
* Ascoring table set out as the example below. e 8
* A signed declaration that the station has been
operated in accordance with the rules and spirit of
the contest, and that the contest manager’s ruling
will be accepted as final.
[ Date 6m 2m 70cm 23cm etc )
Day 1 peed 00K XXX XXX XXX
Day 2 XK X0 XXX XK 300K
2 Day Subtotals »x + X0K + 00K + XXX + 20 = o (2 DAY SUBTOTAL)
Day 3 XXX X0 XXX XXX XXX
Day 4 300X XX XXX XXX XK
etc.
| 7 Day Totals X+ 0¢ + XXX + XXX + XXX = xx (7 DAY TOTAL) )
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