











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix 191

APPENDIX P—continued

The heads of some churches have not had an opportunity to react to the message of that para-
graph; but if the heads of churches considered that their sparse representation at the Consultation
was adequate, then the intervening years show, in most cases, a considerable degree of sameness
in outlook, reflecting perhaps basic disinterest in the use of the medium. If something worthwhile
is to be made of religious television the only way may be for licensees to approach the presentation
of religious programmes as they do secular programmes. In effect this would require the station
to obtain, select and schedule religious programmes in much the same way that it obtains, selects
and schedules all other programmes—on the basis of station policy, programme availability and
quality, and in accordance with the provisions of the Television Programme Standards. If this
way is adopted there should be some safeguards for the interests of the Church. The statutory
provision for religious programmes carries by implication at least, an element of protection which
could be met by a requirement that licensees should consult religious bodies about the nature
and source of religious programmes, and should not, without good reason, resist dealing with
topics which the Church regards as important.

Notwithstanding our thought that such a move may be the only way to implement satis-
factorily what we believe to be the underlying intention of section 103 of the Act, the first choice
mentioned in the quotation above may still exist—that is, the creation of a central pool of
programmes and production to provide the solid core of religious television programmes. This
idea should, we think, be examined urgently by the churches in a co-operative and constructive
manner.

Whatever may be decided about the primary responsibility for religious programme pro-
duction, a real need exists for benevolent control of religious programmes and their placement
in television schedules. The Board has found it necessary to direct several commercial television
stations to refrain from altering established arrangements for religious programmes without prior
consultation and agreement with appropriate church authorities, and without the Board’s
approval. We think it would be advantageous to religious programming, and not onerous to the
Board’s administration, if such a direction were made general. Once each station had established
an acceptable plan for religious programmes it should not be burdensome for the process of
consultation and approval to be carried through for each change; and the requirement to follow
this procedure might well reduce the tendency to move religious programmes around on grounds
of commercial convenience.

A Policy for Religious Broadcasting

The Committee’s previous review of religious broadcasting, which led to the recommenda-
tions now embodied in the Broadcasting Programme Standards, was made towards the end of
1965 and was based on an historical study of religious broadcasting and on the opinions of a
considerable number of commercial station personnel. We accepted the opinions as being
reasonably representative of commercial broadcasters generally. We have since continued to
observe religious broadcasts and to study their place in broadcasting—a place which becomes
fess clear as each new idea for general programmes is evolved.

Today’s commercial broadcasting programmes seem to alternate between a miscellany of
information and a flow of sound. Relatively few stations are prepared to broadcast a lengthy
period of uninterrupted speech or music; it must be segmented by some means. Consequently
the opportunities to broadcast religious services, or other matter of sufficient length to convey
reasoned thought, have almost ceased to exist. Station reluctance to broadcast anything but
encapsulated matter is not universal, but we see it as a dominant factor in programming at
present. Exceptions there are, to be sure; but barring only sponsored religious programmes
which, when they occur, are usually regarded as sources of income rather than positive contri-
butions to programming, the exceptions which allow long periods of speech are usually limited
to programme ideas which the station management regards as topical or exciting—a description
not often considered applicable to religion.

There is some desire among station managers to transmit religious matter, but a stereotyped
church service or any type of formal presentation is not favourably regarded. Special services,
involving something more than routine interest or activity, are more welcome. By and large,
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