


74 SEA, LAND & AIR.

that the source of it all is too little know-
ledge instead of too much. This catas-
trophe was brought upon the world by a
nation which had advanced brilliantly in
some directions while remaining incredibly
primitive in other things.

The German people started late in the
field of practical achievement but, realising
their handicap, they applied themselves to
science and industry with such vigor that
they overtook the older nations. Such a
rapid rise, however, robbed them of that
honesty and humanity without which no
nation can progress beyond a certain
stage. They were so overwhelmed by their
success that they readily absorbed the
materialistic teachings of the Prussian sec-
tion, and the belief that they were super-
men. In fact, they acquired that frequent
disease of those who achieve sudden success
and are not tempered by experience—swelled
head—swhich is as possible in a nation as
in an individual.

When the climax arrived, that nation fell .

with terrible suddenness. The veneer of
civilisation melted, and it became a
nation of barbarians, using the terrible
weapons of science accompanied by the
methods of savages, lying, murdering and
ravaging, slaughtering women and children,
devastating fair lands and peaceful cities.
This nation, which was winning the admira-
tion of the world by its science and organisa-
tion, became the destroyer of peace and
liberty, the bully of Europe and the hated
foe of civilisation.

No matter what temporary advantages
sueh forces and methods might achieve,
their ultimate success is impossible. No
matter how dark the outlook might appear
for the defenders of Christianity and liberty,
the German nation will fail and be defeated.
Looking back over the long historv of two
thousand years we mark the slow but cer-
tain progress of humanity. Though it might
be delaved, that progress cannot be arrested.

Our science and our skill must go forward,
but our study and labours must be applied
not only to physics, mechanics, chemistry
and mathematics. We must study the prob-
lems of human nature with equal devotion.
That is the direction in which the advance
has been incomplete, and it is one of the
great lessons which will be learned from
this war.

The studyv of human nature must be on
a hroad scale and a subject for all, but it
must be accompanied by an understandiag
of all the wonders of human endeavor
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achievement in the fields of science, art and
engineering, and in the realms of the sea,
the land, and the air.—By Lucania.

Sea, Lan(i._;nd AirA

The reception accorded to the first number
of “Sea, Land, and Air’’ has surpassed all
our expectations. We have received congra-
tulations and expressions of appreciation
from all directions, and have been assured
that this new and unique magazine has filled .
a long-felt need.

The demand for authoritative and clearly
expressed descriptions of and information
about the modern wonders of the sea, the
land, and the air, is even greater than we
anticipated.

Our first number has been read and ap-
preciated by men, women and children of
all grades and occupations. 'We feel certain
that the wonderful work and achievement
of the scientist, engineer, navigator, aviator,
soldier and telegraphist is watched with keen
interest by millions of people in Australia.

Every issue of “Sea, Land, and Air”
will contain articles, photographs, and
stories upon the subjects within our sphere
which will entertain the old, and educate
the young of both sexes.

SO LONG AGO.
By Twyford, Special to “Sea, Land & Air.”

Adieu to old London, to Norwood
To Winchester, Salisbury Plain,
I hear the brass bell now a-ringing
And snorting the R.A.D. train,
Adieu to the land of fair roses .
Of shady lanes, flower deck’d groves
Of oak elms, bushes and chestnut
Limes, sycamores, ash that one loves,
And larches, laburnum and lilac
The hawthorn so fragrant in spring
Adieu to the thrush and the linnet
The glades where the nightingales sing.
Adien to the meadows and poppies so red,
Tall daisies that skirt the ripe corn,
- Dog roses that blush in the morning
And fox gloves that bloom near the thorn
Anemones, blue bells in April,
Those pink and white chestnuts in May,
See Twyford and Ifley in Springtime
Scuth Devon when gathering hay,
Fair Teignmouth, the dart in the Autumn
Clovelly—the Hobby—%*red—gold—
And Bideford Heath with a sunset,
Oh beauties and charms manifold
‘Adieu quiet dells, breezy uplands,
I see, heather, gorse once again—
Bright blue myosotis palustris by old Twyford
hrooks,
All blue from the sunshine and rain.
*The Hobby Drive, and the road to gallantry
Bower, Clovelly, are much admired by Devonians.
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contradictory, and in places, so incredible,
that they cannot be used as a foundation
for historical statement. When we emerge
from this blank towards the year 2,000
everything is changed.

For a hundred documents belonging to
the early nineteen hundreds, we now have
perhaps one. The style has grown difficult
and impoverished. Humamty has turned
a sharp corner, as it were, and lost sight of
its own past. There begins with the twenty-
first century that long period of twilight or
darkness of which, as T have said, one can-

not even determine the leading dates: A -

ruined society, enormously diminished in
numbers and reduced to the simplest form,
drags itself doubtfully through the ages.
The vocabulary has dwindled away to a
few hundred words; forests re-arise; the
old marshes are flooded again. Piracy re-
appears on the sea, and, at the same tfime,
more than one novel barbaric instibution,
the working of which we can hardly under-
stand to-day, rises to support the lessened
world.

So much, T say, is the commonest of
common knowledge.

But if the modern student will go a little
further and ask himself WHY so enormous
a result was produced and that so rapidly ?
And then HOW it took place? He will find
both these questions most imperfectly an-
swered. 1 should be inclined to say, for
my own part, that he will find them an-
swered not at all, but shirked, or regarded
as insoluble.  Yet they are the only
questions of real interest which a serious
student of history can ask himself about any
event, great or small. WHY did it happen?
HOW did it happen?

It is worth remarking that the same diffi-
culty in a lesser degree has been found at-
taching to other examinations of history.
In the long past it is a complaint we con-
tinually find amongst those who study the
advent of the Christian Church, of the rise
of Mohammedism, or of the great change
called the Reformation, that though one
could see what had happened and could set
down in order the steps of its progress, the
explanation of it—the HOW and Why—
were the great questions of all never
properly solved.

Now, 1 do not propose to solve those
questions completely in the case of this
the greatest of all such problems. But
recent - research and the two great new
monographs which have appeared in the last

do give us at least some idea of
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the process, and especially of the rapidity,
with which the thing worked.

Briefly, the catastrophic nature of the
result was due to a change in the character
of the war, which cliange marked its fourth
year. The great war came in that fourth
year from the late summer of 1917 onwards
to be looked at by the various belligerents,
but particularly by those of what we now
call the Western Alliance, in a fashion quite
different from that in which the original
members of that Alliance had first con-
ceived it.

That is the root of the whole affair, and
vet that is the point most difficult for us
to- day, to understand.

All men tend to read history backwards,
and forget that what are to us known facts,
were to the men we are historically examin-
ing unknown future.

We can hardly conceive to-day how it
was possible for men who had set out with
one clear objective of overwhelming import-
ance to change their minds so rapidly. We
are bewildered when we find the very same
public speakers and writers maintaining in
1918 almost the opposite of what they had
maintained not four short years before. We
are astonished that what are to wus, the
obvious and simple results of a false policy
should not have been perceived by the men
of the time. KEvery schoolmaster has had
to answer over and over again the question,
“Why did the Western Alliance not fight
until it had destroyed the enemy?”” 1t
seems to us clear that victory was a neces-
sity to their very life, that in a struggle of
this sort only definite victory in the field
could insure peace and even survival, that
we are bewildered by its absence. Those
who have gone a little further into the
matter are almost equally puzzled by the
fact that the inconclusive peace which was
the root of all that followed was parleyed for
just when victory was at last within the
gragsp of the Allies.  But the fact is, I
repeat, that here, as in every other parallel,
though minor, historical discussion, we for-
get the mental attitude of contemporaries.

Three normal years are not the measure
of time by which to judge the mental
revolutions which took place in those three
vears of furnace and the future, even the
immediately future consequences of their
action, which are to us so plainly inevitable,
were as wholly hidden from them as is our
future from us.

But let me begin at the beginning.

With the outbreak of the great war, the
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ents. On the one side the Central Powers,
organised by and dependent upon Prussia
alone, with one word of command running
from the Lower Danube to the Baltic and
from Metz to the frontiers of Roumania, set
out for a brief war of conquest, in their eyes
inevitably successful (for every calculation
was In their favor), and necessarily result-
ing in their capture of the Near Hast, their
domination over the smaller Slav States,
and the reduction of the French to a second-
ary position in Europe. Upon the other side
stood, at the outbreak of war three disparate
powers, France, Russia and Great Britain
(the latter of which was not a certain factor
in the Alliance until mobilisation had already
begun upon the Continent), and the pur-
poses of that tri-partite agreement between
the three such different partners was the
comprehension of the conclusion to which
the Central Powers aspired, and the pre-
servation of Furopean tradition and national
independence.

Attitude of Defence.

This attitude of necessary but imperfect
defence was as clear and as universally
admitted as was the attitude of conquest
upon the other side. It is rare indeed in
European listory to find any conflict so
simple in its issues. KEven in the case of
this one, afterthought led to the attempt of
confusing the issues, and even to a forget-
fulness of those issues, as we shall presently
see.

It began to be said, for instance, on the
side of the Central Powers, that though they
indeed had launched the war, yet morally
the guilt of it lay on their opponents for
having cramped the expansion and legiti-
mate ambitions of the Germans. Yt began
to be circulated later in the.campaign by
the friends of the Germans in the Allied
countries and by interests neutral in their
sympathies and desiring only peace, that the
whole tragedy was the result of some obscure
misunderstanding which they made no
attempt to define. But these confusions of
the issue are negligible to the historian, and,
indeed, take very little place in any his-
torical discussion, because they are mani-
festly unreal.

The refusal of all negotiation, the terms
of the original note to the Serbian Govern-
ment, the universal popularity and acclama-
tion of the war among the population of the
Central Powers, the hesitation, tardiness
and unpreparedness of the Alliance con-
struction against them, all tell the same tale.

Under these circumstances, the tone of

-—
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thought and the public expression of it to
be discovered at the beginning of the cam-
paign in France, in England, and through-
out the Russian Empire, was various, while
through the German speaking part of the
Central Powers it was homogeneous and
fixed. In Great Britain the mass of men
had not thought themselves near war at all.
It came as a terrible and most incomprehen-
sive surprise. The effort of the nation was
therefore limited at the very first, but the
energy developed rose in & very rapidly
steepening curve even during the early per-
iod, when reliance was placed upon merely
voluntary action in every department of the
national life. Further, it was but natural
t the academic or teaching classes, for they
had been trained in the universities not only
to a profound admiration of Prussian Ger-
many, but to think that they were thewm-
selves part of an imaginary and noble ““Ger-
manic race,”’ the origin of all good things
in Kurope; such was the curious pedantry
of the time.

In France, the intensity of domestic dis-
cussion, especially the passionate interest
taken in that country in religious divisions,
arid further, the power of a small but very
well organised group of Socialists with inter-
national theories to defend, somewhat
divided opinion, although the mass of the
nation was firmly and determinedly fixed
upon victory against a detested enemy.

The numerous races and creeds united
under the autocratic crown of Russia, re-
garded the war at its outbreak with every
variety of emotion. The great Jewish com-
munity, numbering many millions, mainly.
German in speech and naturally sympathis-
ing with German culture, were at one
extreme. The orthodox Slavs, especially
those of the wealthier classes who had come
into contact with and had nourished an
old antagonism against the Germans, were
at the other. The Poles considered only
their chances of freedom in the result from
the misgovernment both of their German
and Russian oppressors who had destroyed
their independence.

The Baltic towns were largely German in
tradition and government. The Finns stood
apart.

In a word, the Alliance was disparate not
only in its national traditions, but in the
texture of opinion with regard to the war.

In the West this state of affairs very
rapidly changed. Immediately upon the
outbreak of war the Germans committed
what was then in the eyes of all Huropean
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