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sooner or later fall
a prey to the in-
numerable insects
which bore their
way even into the
living trees.

Innumerable pa-
tents for making
wood poles proof
against the ravages
"~ of insects and rot
have been taken
out and processes
tried, such as im-
pregnation with
creosote, but the
trouble still exists,
even if it has to
some extent been
reduced.

Once the posts are in position (and the
engineer will heave a sigh of relief when
this part of the work has been completed),
insulators must be fitted to keep the wire
away from the wood or metal supports, and
finally the wire itself has to be fixed in place.
The instruments will now be connected at
the terminal station, and the patient trader,
delighted to be Tewarded for his long
period of waiting, receives from the hand
of the new telegraphist the first message.
Congratulations are exchanged, everyone
shakes everybody else by the hand, and the
telegraph engineer, with a great load off his
mind, sends up a fervent prayer to heaven
that nothing may go wrong.

But something does go wrong inevit-
ably. The patrol of native linesmen, whose
duty it is to see that the wire is kept clear
from cbstruction, is new to its work and
fails to notice how thousands of little
forest spiders, building cosy little nests in
the hoods of .the insulators, are spreading a
film of gossamer over the surface of "the
porcelain and along the wire. These tiry
threads are invisible from ground level,
and the insulator will appear to be in per-
fect condition, but directly the heavy dew
rises, the whole surface will be covered
with a film of moisture in the form of tiny
globules, such as one sees on any misty
morning on a spider’s web in the garden.
As soon as this happens all insulating
properties are gone and the line becomes
““dead’” to all traffic.

‘While a gang of linesmen are busy eviet-
ing the spiders from their new homes, a
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happy family of monkeys forty or fifty
miles away are perhaps using their best en-
deavours to uuscrew the insulators in a
quiet part of the jungle. It may be very
amusing, but it does not not make for
efficiency !

If fortune shouid favour our friend the
¢ngineer, communication niay be re-estahb-
lished in a few days when some of these
minor faults have been traced and reme-
died. But he will be an extremely lucky
man if he misses trouble with falling trees,
which may break the wire and uproot half
a dozen poles at a time.

Day by day the forest creeper will be
putting forth its tendrils, embracing the
poles in its growth and covering them,
even as it covers the dead tree trunks, with
a layer of delicate green. Gangs of lines-
men will be occupied in cutting down this
plant, which, if onece it reaches the wire,
will conduct the current to the ground and
stop communication. The undergrowth,
sprouting fast, will threaten to choke the
track in a wonderfully short time, and any
seetion left for more than a week or two
will appear even as the virgin forest.

More pages than are contained in this
magazine (says our British contemporary,
The Waireless World) could easily be occu-
pied in recounting the hundred and one
difficulties of the wire telegraph in jungle-
land. The few we have already mentioned
will serve to indicate to some extent what
has to be faced when sunch lines are erected.
‘We have so far made no reference to the
predatory instinets of the wily native, who
knows of no better substance than tele-
graph wire for making elaborate bangles,

The Native Exhibits a Fondness for Wire.
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Established 1882.

HUGHES & CO.

Fashionable UNIFORMS:
. Naval and
Tailors Mercantile
% Marine
"Phone: City 77 A SPECIALITY

70-72 ERSKINE ST., SYDNEY.

ERNEST MILLS & SON

DESIGNERS AND MAKERS
OF HIGH GRADE FURNITURE
100 HARRINGTON ST., SYDNEY

For 10 Years Factory Manager and De-
signer for Farmer & Co., Sydney

THE Telephone: 1180 City

RAPID FREIGHT DESPATCH CO.

Licensed Customs Agents,
Shippers and Forwarders.

98 CLARENCE STREET, SYDNEY
(Opposite Hotel Grand Central).

If your Newsagent cannot supply
‘“ SEA, LAND AND AIR”’

order it dircet from

ROYAL TYPEWRITERS

The Latest Development in Modern Type-
writer Manufacture. “Compare the Work.”

Australasian Agents:

SYDNEY PINCOMBE, LTD,,
5 Hamilton St. and 46 Hunter St., Sydney

THE WIRELESS PRESS,

97 Clarence St., Sydney. JOHN BROOMFIELD, LTD.

8hip Chandlers and Hardware Merchants

152-154 SUSSEX ST., SYDNEY
Large Stocks of Ship Chandlery,'<Motcr

Single Copies, 9d.

Annual Subscmptwns, 9/" Post Free Launch and Yacht Fittings always or hand”™"

Inspection Invited. ’'Phone 9780 (6! lines)

Do these figures mean
anything to you ?

There are 23,000 Manufacturers (large and small) in Australasia.

£122,000,000 was spent on Raw Materials by these Manufacturers last
year,

£202,000,000 represents the total value of their land, building, plant,
and ma.chinery.

£136,500,000 was the total amount SPENT by each of these Manufac-
turers last year.

I'ower-plant, aggregating 800,000 h.p., is in use in the Manufacturing
Industries of Australasia.

The Australasian Manufacturer

Is the only medium which reaches the Manufacturers throughout the
Commonwealth and New Zealand. If you have anything to sell to the
largest buying class in Australasia—the Manufacturers—you can reach
them through this paper-—surely, effectively, and economically.

‘Write or Telephone the nearest Office for Advertising Rates and
Full Particulars.

16 Bond Street,
SYDNEY.
("Phone: City, 6818.)

34 Queen Street,
MELBOURNE.
("Phone: Central, 160.)

Mention Sea, Land and Air when Communicating with Advertisers.
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