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Higher Brightness X-Y Display
Tektronix 624 Display Monitor offers a
brightness of 130 cd/m2 (40 fl) for easy
viewing in room ambient light. A 12
mil spot size assures crisp, detailed
displays, and this spot size is held over a
wide range of brightness tevels. The
100 x 120 mm viewing area matches
well with the standard formats of
available instrument cameras and films.

The 624 is suited to applications in
medical diagnostic equipment, electro-
nic instrumentation, mechanical
measurements, and military ;aerospace
systems. A specific example of a medi-
cal application is the A-scan display in
an ultrasound system. Electronic
instrumentation applications include
displays for spectrum analyzers and
logic analyzers. In mechanical measure-
ments, display of a vibration signature
is a typical application.

A number of options allow the user
to fit the 624 to his specific application.
An internal graticule is a no-cost option.
Electronic options include a time base,
a remote program connector for x, v,
and z functions; full differential inputs
for x, y, and z axes; an extended gain
range (X5); TTL blanking; and 50 ohm
inputs. Operation from unregulated dc
power (+17 V to +26 V and -17 V to
-26V) is available for OEM applications
where this is preferable to the standard
ac supply. P4, P7 and P11 phosphors
can be chosen rather than the standard
P31 at no additional cost.

Voice Operated Compnuter
Interstate Electronic Corp (Anaheim,
Calif) has developed a practical, voice-
operated ‘intelligent’ terminal for
entering data into computers in
commercial and industrial applications.
The unit enables operators to speak
directly to computers, in familiar
English, via microphones or ordinary
telephones. In some cases, such as veri-
fying telephone-entered data, the com-
puter talks back, repeating the words
and figures spoken to it or asking for
clarification. The system operates with
a single operator station vocabulary of
up to 900 words, or a 250 word vocabu-
lary for each of four channels, or
stations, plugged into the same pro-
cessor, permitting source data to be

News Digest

entered in the terminology associated
with the operator’s task. The system
may be expanded to handle up to four
input stations, provided with a voice
synthesizer audio response unit, and
accommodate a number of optional
features for computer interfacing,

1/O peripherals and mass storage. Single
or multiplexed 4-channel ASCI| inter-
faces allow completely interactive
operation with virtually any modern
computer or information processing
system.

Anti-skid Braking

Hitachi and Nissan have jointly develop-
ed a Doppler radar anti-skid braking
system which permits efficient braking
control for a wide variety of vehicles on
all kinds of road surfaces. The system,
tested in a production sedan, prevents
the rear wheels from locking by compar-
ing the ground speed measured by radar
during braking with rear wheel speed,
obtaining the slip ratio of the wheels,
and controlling the ratio via hydraulic
brake fluid pressure modulation.

Communicating via Neutrinos
Communications via neutrino beams are
currently being studied by US Naval
Research Laboratory scientists.

The transmitter is a high-energy
proton accelerator, no details are
currently available of proposed receiver
techniques.

Advantages of such are technique
are that neutrinos have no (known)
detrimental effects and are not affect-
ed at all by weather or sunspot activity.

FM Indicator
Visible indication of the FM station and

programme tuned is made possible by

a small display developed by Philips
Research Labs (Eindhoven) in co-opera-
tion with the Dutch Broadcasting Corp.
It facilitates tuning to FM stations.

The display reacts to a code which is
transmitted with the single FM signal
and is characteristic of the station. The
introduction of the Station Programme
Identification device will depend on
international acceptance and on the co-
operation of broadcasting authorities.

ESP — An Electromagnetic Effect
Stanford Research Institute are currently
testing the hypothesis that telepathic
information is transmitted — consciously
or otherwise — by extremely-low
frequency electro-magnetic waves,
modulated in such a manner as to
reduct the inherently poor signal/
noise ratio.

The Institute is actively carrying out
a series of tests using double-walled
copper-screened Faraday cages.

” TeXAS INSYRUMENTS

TI Programmer

Several years ago, Texas Instruments
released a calculator specifically for
computer programmers, but it was
not a popular product, and was
withdrawn after a fairly short time.
However, in the intervening time, a
tremendous number of computers have
been built, most of them hobby
computers, and so Tl have rereleased
the calculator.

The Tl Programmer is unique in
that it can calculate in decimal,
hexidecimal or octal number systems,
perform conversions between the
different bases and do some other
interesting tricks. In the octal and
hexidecimal modes, the calculator can
perform right and left shifts, calculate
1's and 2's complements, as well as the
logical functions AND, OR and XOR.

We have been using the TI
Programmer for several days while
working on software, and have found it
an invaluable aid.

The Tl Programmer costs $53,
and is available from Emona, PO Box
K21, Haymarket, NSW 2000, who
supplied our review sample.

Volatile Credit Cards
Honeywell are experimenting with a

microprocessor based credit card.
Apparently the chip is packaged using

a variation of Honeywell’s existing film-
carrier micropackaging process.

The idea is that the ‘cards’ would
store the holder’s bank balance and
record each transaction obviating the
present need to check the card user’s
current balance with a central office
or computer.
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Sony’s New Betamax Home Video
Sony recently announced that the PAL
model of their Betamax home video
recording unit, (SL-8000) will be
marketed shortly in Australia.

The Betamax connects to any
existing colour television set, and
enables television programmes in mono-
chrome or colour to be video-recorded
and played back at any desired time.
By connecting a video camera users
can produce their own video pro-
grammes. The unit’s built-in timer can
be set so that any desired television
programme can be automatically
recorded. While viewing a TV pro-
gramme on one channel, another
programme can be simultaneously re-
corded via the TV tuner contained in
the Betamax unit.

The unit will of course also handle
prerecorded tapes.

Video-cassettes are marketed in
length from 30 minutes to 3% hours
and will be offered the same time that
the SL-8000 is placed on the market:

L-125 for 30 minutes

L-250 for 1 hour 5 minutes

L-500 for 2 hours 10 minutes

L-750 for 3 hours 15 minutes

Braille Arithmetic Teaching Unit

An RMIT student has developed a small
machine which will enable blind child-
ren to undertake arithmetic problems
and know immediately whether their
answers are correct or incorrect.

The Braille Arithmetic Teaching Unit
is a system which comprises a Perkins
Braille typewriter interfaced with an
electronic arithmetic checking device.
Mechanical keys operate circuits conn-
ected to the electronic processing unit
which checks the student’s work. The
student hears two tones through head-
phones. One tone indicates his answer
is correct, the other tells him he is
wrong.

The visual display unit displays a
record of the number of correct and
incorrect answers. It is designed so that
in a classroom situation, a sighted
teacher can tell at a glance which pupils
are having difficulty, and can assist
them immediately.

Frank Wrobel, a final-year Bachelor
of Engineering (Electronics) student,
began the project over a year ago. It is
one of several which are being under-
taken by students in RMIT’s Depart-
ment of Communication and Electronic
Engineering in the area of medical
electronics. The projects are supervised
by MrJohn Podolak, lecturer in
Communication and Electronic Engin-
eering, who has been involved with
medical electronics projects in the
Department for some years. Applica-

tion for a provisional patent has been
made.
For further information, please
contact:
Mr John Podolak,
Department of Communcation &
Electronic Engineering, RMIT.

Compact, Low-cost Electronic Piano

A recently developed metal-oxide
semiconductor microcircuit a simulates
the sound and touch of hammer action
instruments, enabling a compact
electronic piano to be made at a fract-
ion of the price of a conventional
instrument.

The AY-1-1320 chip incorporates
circuitry which senses the key velocity
as the pianist strikes each note, adjusts
the output volume accordingly and
produces a note which dies away in a
similar manner to a hammer action
instrument. Loud pedal operation can
also be simulated. The sound can be
adjusted to simulate a honky-tonk
piano, harpsicord or clavicord.

The electronic piano chip incorpor-
ates 12 separate envelope generation
circuits, four octave tones and semi-
tones. Thus a five octave instrument
would require no more than five 40:pin
dual-in-line devices of this kind.

Output from each keying circuit is a
square wave of the required fundamen-
tal frequency. This is shaped by external
voicing circuits to produce a piano like
tone. The characteristics of the external
voicing circuits are defined by the
facturer and his skill in specifying them
determines the eventual sound produced
by the electronic piano.

A complete kjt of 18 ICs (five of the
above, 12 dividers, one master tone
generator) is now available ex-stock
from General Electronic Services, 99
Alexander Street, Crow's Nest, NSW
2065.
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Sloan LED Lamps

C & K of Australia in association with
Sloan AG. of Switzerland have arranged
to import a range of high quality light
emitting diode indicator lamp assemblies.

The indicators offer two basic sizes
(both requiring a 6.35 mm mounting
hole) in three popular colours, red,
green and amber. Lights designated
types 133 and 233 provide a panel’
viewing diameter of 8 mm and 11 mm
respectively and are available ex stock,
Sydney. The panel style also matches
the range of C & K switch panel dress
nuts, thus providing uniformity of
instrument panel presentation.

For further information contact:—
C & K Electronics, Office 2, 6
McFarlane Street, Merrylands, 2160.
Tel. 682 3144.

Cryogenic Computers

When some materials are cooled to near
absolute zero they become super-
conductors — they have virtually no
resistance.

IBM has been experimenting with
this technique (known as cryogenics)
for nearly ten years using what are
known as Josephson junctions. The
company has now successfully
assembled arrays of such junctions into
complex computer circuits. The devices
are hundreds of times faster than exist-
ing computer devices but do of course
need complex and expensive cooling
arrangements.
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Japanese Experimental Broadcast
Satellite

A high-power 678 kg experimental tele-
vision broadcast satellite was launched
from Cape Canaveral {in April) by
NASA for the National Space Develop-
ment Agency of Japan (NASDA). The
satellite will provide high quality
experimental colour television recep-
tion in remote and in urban areas of
the Japanese mainland and offshore
islands. Known as the ’BSE’’ (Broad-
cast Satellite Experimental), it was
built for NASDA by the Space Division
of the General Electric Co under con-
tract to the Tokyo Shibaura Electric
Co. (Toshiba).

The BSE satellite will receive tele-
vision and voice signals on 14.0 to 14.5
GHz and will relay them back using
frequencies in the 11.7 to 12.2 GHz
band. Parabolic antennae as small as 1m
in diameter will be used with relatively
inexpensive ground station receivers,
whilst many signal strength measure-
ments will be made both on the
Japanese mainland, offshore islands
etc.

The primary objective is the provi-
sion of two channel high quality colour
television signals over the whole of
Japan and the Japanese islands. About
two percent of the Japanese popula-
tion (mostly those living in remote
islands or in mountain districts) are
not in an area where they can obtain
satisfactory reception from the existing
transmitters. It is expected that the
BSE satellite will provide an effective
and cost efficient means of providing
reception in remote areas or in regions
screened by mountains.

This experimental broadcast sate-
llite is probably the first of many high
powered satellites which will be able to
provide first class reception in most
regions of the world. The basic design
of the high power BSE satellite can be
readily adapted to provide both
expanded telephone, television and data
services as well as to deliver education
and health care.

The BSE satellite represents a trend
towards higher power broadcast sate-
llites using three-axis attitude control
and larger solar arrays.

Such satellites from their position
some 36 000km above the equator can
relay television, radio, telephone and
business data to small antenna which
provide a service to a large city, a small
village or even a single private house in a
remote area. The impact on education
and on health care may be very great in
the developing areas, since a single
teacher will be able to instruct many
students in widely scattered locations,
whilst a medical diagnosis system can be
used in conjunction with the develop-

mentjof widespread nurse-practitioner
programmes where routine medical
services are rendered by nurses with
advanced training by satellite trans-
missions. A single physician can super-
vise the medical progress of a number of
widely scattered communities.

Pocket Typewriter

An extremely ingenious pocket calcu-
lator sized typewriter has recently been
developed by an American engineer
currently living in London.

Unlike conventional machines the
unit has only five keys — one for each
finger of the user’s hand. Letters and
numbers are produced by pressing
combinations of the five keys using an
easily remembered code. The inventor
claims that the code can be mastered in
about half an hour and that anyone can
learn to use the machine as quickly as
they would a normal typewriter in
about three days.

The desired text is displayed on an
electronic readout in a similar fashion
to a calculator. The typed material is
stored in a memory within the machine
and is eventually ‘played-out’ by
connecting the unit to a conventional
electronic typewriter. At present the
machine can store the equivalent of
eight or so foolscap pages of type but
the inventor is apparently developing
a very much larger store.

Measuring the Power in Lightning

A recording-tape lightning detector has
been developed to measure the current
in lightning strikes. Developed by NASA
Kennedy Space Center (Florida), the
simple passive device monitors lightning
strikes and records their peak current. It
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requires no external equipment, power,
or human attention.

The monitor consists of a 1300mm
length of magnetic tape doubled over a
plastic strip within a plastic tube. An
8kHz sine-wave signal is prerecorded on
the tape. The tube is mounted perpendi-
cularly to an exposed conductor such as
aguy wire,

When lightning strikes the conductor,
the lightning current creates a magnetic
field which erases part of the prerecord-
ed signal on the tape. The amount of
erasure is proportional to the magnetic
field and therefore to the current.

To determine the magnitude of a
lightning strike, a user removes the tape
from the tube and plays it on a tape
machine. The period of time that the
tape is silent {erased) is proportional to
the lightning current. Current as high as
17 000 amps on a single guy wire has
been measured with the device.

Ultra-thin TV.
A prototype monochrome TV set a

mere 30 mm deep has been developed
by Sharp Electronics. The picture is
produced on a flat electroluminescent
screen approximately 150 mm across.
Work is also progressing on a colour
version — using the same basic
principles.

Analogue to Digital Speech Chip
Britain’s Post Office Research Dept has
developed a chip which converts
analogue speech signals to digital form
on a single line.

The new device will speed the intro-
duction of digital switching in local
exchanges. At present complex digital-
to-analogue decoders used in pulse code
modulation systems must be shared
among 24 to 30 channels.



THE LOUDSPEAKER WITH ATOUGH ACT
TO FOLLOW: |BL's NEW L40.

For the past 212 years, weve been
making a two-way bookshelf loudspeaker
called the L26. The critics loved it. The
dealers loved it. The customers loved it.
250.000 times to be exact.

The smart thing to do would've been
to just keep cranking out those L26's for
the next hundred years. Never change a
winner, right? Not if you're |BL.

Meet |BL's brand new L40.
It's one of the best two-way loudspeakers
you can buy Here's why:

The L40 has tremendous power han-
dling capability. Don't let its size fool you
itll play right up there with loudspeakers
twice its size.

HARMAN AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD oad. BROOI

F NSW.2100. T

Every sound is clean and clear. Listen
to the snap of a rimshot, the crash of a
cymbal. Pure. Accurate. Perfectly defined.
(If youd like the technical information on
the L40. write us and we'll send you an
engineering staff report. Nothing fancy
except the specs.)

Go listen to the L40. And ask for it by
its first name: |BL. You'll be getting the
same craftsmanship. the same compo-
nents. the same sound heard in the very
top recording studios in the world.

If you've been thinking about getting
into high performance high fidelity. we
know a great place to start: |BLs new L40.
It's a whole lot of |BL for not a whole lot
of money.

ephone: 43

Ranked by the number of Top Fifty albums
they produced last year. seven of the ten lead
ing recording studios in the world used JBL 1o
record or mix their music. They used our
sound 10 make theirs

Source: Recording institute of America

JBL

GET ITALL.
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New Trio Portable Oscilloscope
Parameters has announced the availabil-
ity of a completely new portable dual-
trace oscilloscope from Trio.

The CS1352 has been specifically
developed for field use in TV and com-
puter service situations where freedom
from a mains supply is an important
consideration. The scope has a three-
way supply system — ac mains (recharg-
ing), 12 Vdc or internal rechargeable
cells giving over 2 hours continuous
operation. Full 15 MHz 3 dB band-
width is offered on both channels with
a sensitivity of 2 mV/division plus a
triggered sweep system.

Performance compares very favour-
ably with the well established CS1560A
mains operated 15 MHz scope. Screen
size, however, is 75 mm with an extreme-
ly stable display achieved by the use of/
dc-to-dc converters in the power
supplies. These ensure constant deflect-
ion sensitivity and sweep rates over
extended periods of time.

Lissajous figures can be displayed at
full sensitivity, together with add and
subtract signals on both channels. A
trace rotation feature enables accurate
alignment of traces with the graticule
facilitating measurements.

Full information is available from
Parameters or any stocking distributor.

Trackball CRT Control
The Librascope trackball is a manually
operated direct digital input for control
of CRT graphic displays where its
primary use is adding new data.
Experience has shown that data entry
is easier with the trackball than with
any other type of interactive control
device.

Potential applications include fast
and accurate positioning of plotters,
cranes, numerical manual control of
machine tool operations, two-axes
proportional remote controls for steel
mill equipment, high speed marine tar-
gets, and as an improved manual control
for other applications.

Details from British Merchandising,
49-51 York St, Sydney 2000.

New Displays

To satisfy the demands of a-new and
fast growing market for video and data
display units, Philips Electronic
Components & Materials have
introduced a range of small cathode ray
tubes and deflection components for
use in computer terminals, word
processors and text editors, closed-
circuit TV surveillance and patient
monitoring equipment.

The new cathode ray tubes are
available with a choice of three different
phosphors and can be supplied with an
optional anti-reflective bonded
face-plate. Circuit designers are given
full support with a comprehensive range
of wound components which include
deflection yokes, line output
transformers (flyback), linearity
controls, and line driver transformers.

For further information please
contact Philips Electronic Components
& Materials, 67 Mars Road, Lane Cove.

New Philips Distributers

Philips Electronic Components &
Materials are pleased to announce the
appointment of Cema Electronics Pty.
Ltd. and Soanar Electronics Pty. Ltd.

as major distributors for their range

of Philips and Signetics IC’s and semi-
conductors, effective as of July 1, 1978.

These companies are well established
electronic component suppliers through-
out Australia and it is expected that the
new arrangement will broaden the
penetration of Philips and signetics
Solid State Products in the market
place.

Cema and Soanar will both carry a
comprehensive stock holding of the
Philips and Signetics IC and
semiconductor range.

In making the announcement, Philips
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Division General Manager, Mr. Fred
Catts said he welcomed the new
arrangement and looked forward to
a successful relationship with both
Cema and Soanar.

ETI/Unitrex Calculator Contest

Okay, all you smart guys (and girls) out
there! So the April contest was too easy,
huh? Just about everyone got the correct
answer — that the cards should be in the
order 8: A: 3: K:7: Q: 4:J: 6: 10: 2:
9: 5: for them to be played out in the
correct order. For his efforts, J. Nasrallah
of Gladstone Park, Vic, wins a Unitrex
calculator.

But since it was so easy, we’re gonna
put you through it all again, this time
with a full pack. The idea is the same as
in the April contest: imagine you have
a pack of cards, face down, in your
hand. Remove the top card and slide it
into the bottom position. Next move
the new top card to the bottom. Third
step is to remove the next top card and
turn it face up beside you. Now repeat
the process, moving two cards to the
bottom of the pack and turning one
over; two cards to the bottom, one over;
and so on, until all the cards have been
played out.

The question is: in what order
would the cards have to be originally for
them to be played out in the order Ace
Hearts, Ace Diamonds, Ace Clubs, Ace
Spades, King Hearts, King Diamonds,
King Clubs, King Spades, etc., down to
2 Spades?

Seal an empty envelope, write your
answer on the back of it, with your
name and address, and send it to:
Unitrex Calculator Contest (June), ETI
Magazine, 1S Boundary Street, Rush-
cutters Bay, NSW 2011. The closing
date is 14th July.

More News Digest on p. 104,
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Now.Two 3-way

40 watt speakers with
nine tonal choices

Save about SS0 per hour
while you assembie them

Even if you didn’t know them by number, you probably
heard about the Philips AD12K12 MK11 Speaker Kits.

Because they are now a no.1 best-seller.

And here is the compact AD8K30, 8" 3-way compact
system, with fine electronic and acoustic components
(1" domed tweeters, 5" mid-range, super 8” bass
drivers). Brilliant clean sound, with a frequency response
closely following the ideal Bruel & Kjaer curve for hi-fi
equipment measured in an actual listening room, using
the “Third Octave Pink Noise Method”.

Plus 9 combination tonal choices to adjust to the
acoustics of your own listening-room.

You can assemble the AD8K30’s in about two hours.
You will get a professional result and save about $100
per pair over a comparable system.

Phone or send coupon now for full details of this and all
our kits.

PHILIPS ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS AND MATERIALS

Sydney 427 0888 * Melbourne 699 0300 ¢ Brisbane 277 3332
¢ Adelaide 450211 ¢ Perth 65 4199

Electronic
Components
and Materials

PHILIPS

~

ELCOMA
Philips Electronic Components and Materials
P.O. Box 50, Lane Cove, NSW 2066

Please send me full details and brochures on your
loud speaker kits and a list of retailers who stock them.
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Pioneer Spacecraft
prepares for Venus voyage

New probes will reveal much about the atmosphere of Venus. By Brian Dance

ABOUT THE MIDDLE of this year two
‘Pioneer’ spacecraft will be sent to the
planet Venus and should arrive there
early in December 1978. One of these
probes, known as the ‘Orbiter’, will
circle the planet for at least one Venusian
year. It will collect data on the upper
atmosphere of the planet (including field
strengths and the types of particle
present) and will also record events
occurring on a global scale on or around
the planet over a fairly long period of
time.

The other spacecraft will consist of
a transporting vehicle, known as a ‘Bus’,
which will convey one large probe and
three small probes to Venus. All five
parts of this spacecraft will enter the
Venusian atmosphere at widely separat-
ed points and will transmit data back to
earth. The four probes will fall to the
surface of the planet and should provide
much information about the lower
atmosphere at four widely separated
points.

Although Venus is our closest
planetary neighbour, it is always cover-
ed in very thick cloud; our knowledge
of this planet is therefore very limited,
especially as regards its lower atmos-
phere. The early probes have shown that
Venus has a high surface temperature
and an atmospheric pressure nearly one
hundred times that of the earth, but a
great deal of work remains to be
carried out. It is expected that the two
Pioneer spacecraft will increase our
knowledge of this planet by a factor of
about ten. They will also greatly increase
our knowledge of the solar system and
are expected to provide much inform-
ation which will add to our theories
about the origin of the earth.

Early probes

Mariner 2 was the first probe to reach
the vicinity of Venus; on 14th December
1962 it passed by the planet at a dist-
ance of some 35,000 km (22,000 miles).
This probe found that the surface temp-
erature of Venus was very high con-
firming the earlier radio astronomical
observations. In 1967 Mariner 5 came
nine times nearer the planet (about

The Pioneer Venus Multiprobe spacecraft; a thermal test model is shown.

3,900 km at its nearest point), whilst in
the same year Russia’s Venera 4 atmos-
pheric probe came to within 25 km of
the planet’s surface before being crush-
ed by the dense atmosphere. These two
probes showed that the Venusian atmos-
phere consists of over 95% carbon
dioxide with only traces of water vapour.
Venera 5 and 6 came to within 20 km
of the surface in 1969 and confirmed
the earlier results.

In 1970 Venera 7 actually landed on
the surface of Venus and found that
the temperature was about 750°K
(477°C) and the pressure about 95
earth atmospheres. However, the temp-
erature at the tops of the clouds is only
about 200°C (—73°C). The earlier
probes entered the atmosphere on the
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side facing away from the sun, but in
1972 Venera 8 landed on the illuminated
side of Venus and transmitted data from
the surface for almost an hour. It found
that the surface composition resembled
that of granite and that a significant
amount of visible light penetrates
through the thick clouds of the planet
to reach its surface. This probe also con-
firmed the earlier findings of Mariner 5
that there is little difference in the sur-
face temperature during Venusian day
and night times.

The US space programme con-
centrated on Mars probes during thé
period between the years 1967 and
1974, but in 1974 Mariner 10 came to
within 5,800 km of the surface of
Venus whilst on its way to Mercury.
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This probe took the first closeup
pictures of the dense Venusian clouds
in ultra-violet radiation and discovered
spiralling cirrus-type cloud formations.
It also found that Venus is much more
nearly round than the earth, that its
magnetic field is extremely weak and
that it leaves a long plasma trail behind
it much like the tail of a comet.

Pioneer

The Pioneer missions were conceived
as long ago as 1970 as a result of recom-
mendations made by the Space Science
Board of the US National Academy of
Sciences who decided that there is a
need for relatively low cost orbiter and
probe landing systems for Venus invest-
igations. Overall responsibility and con-
trol of the mission has been given to the
National Aeronautic and Space Admin-
istration (NASA) Research Centre at
Moffett Field, California.

The Hughes Aircraft Company gain-
ed a contract to manufacture both space
vehicles for the Pioneer mission in
February 1974 after a series of comp-
etitions which started in 1972. The
scientific instrument payloads were
selected in June 1974, thirty instru-
ments being included on the list. The
spacecraft will be launched on top of
Atlas SLV-3D Centaur D-1AR rockets
from Cape Canaveral, Florida. The
vehicle tracking, command signal trans-
mission and data reception will be carried
out by the established US Deep Space
Network stations in California, Spain
and Australia.

The Multiprobe Mission

The multiprobe launch is scheduled to
take place between 7th and 24th Aug-
ust 1978 which is the launch ‘window’
for the Venus type | launch. The Bus,
the large probe and each of the small
probes include payloads of scientific
instruments. The Bus will be destroyed
by burn-up in the Venusian atmosphere
after its two instruments have trans-
mitted data about the atmosphere back
to earth. It is, perhaps, somewhat
surprising that work on the atmosphere
and weather on Venus is expected to
teach us more about the weather on
earth.

The multiprobe vehicle is a circular,
spin-stabilised craft with an array of
solar cells around its exterior. The large
probe will examine the atmosphere
surrounding the planet, measuring the
clouds, the atmospheric composition,
etc. The three identical small probes will
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separate and enter the atmosphere some
7000 miles apart, two of them on the
dark (night) side. They will collect
information on the general circulation
of the lower atmosphere.

Structure

The structure of the multiprobe unit is
shown in the exploded view of Fig. 1.
The cylindrical solar panel is 2.54 m
(100 inches) in diameter and 1.22 m in
length. The equipment shelf is 247 m
in diameter, the electronic units and the
scientific instruments being mounted on
this shelf.

The large probe is at the centre of
the spacecraft on an inverted conical
structure, whilst the three small probes
are symetrically placed around the main
probe. Each probe is fixed by spring
loaded clamps which can be released
{pyrotechnically) about 20 days before

Fig.1. An exploded view of the Multiprobe unit

the craft arrives at Venus so that the
five sections move independently.

The probe weight, including the
interfacing connection with the faunch-
ing vehicle, is designed to be 920 kg.
Great care has been taken in the thermal
design of the craft to ensure that the
temperature is kept between suitable
limits; heaters and thermal blankets are
included and appropriate materials with
suitable thermal properties are used.

The control system employs a sun
sensor and a solid state sensor which
can detect the radiation from 24 stars.
The vehicle contains two tanks which
will be filled with 32 kg of liquid
hydrazine propellant. When this liquid is
allowed to pass into a chamber contain-
ing a suitable catalyst, it decomposes
into nitrogen and hydrogen and provides
a thrust of about 0.5 kg as a jet for
controlling the spacecraft’'s trajectory,
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attitude and spin rate.

The power for the spacecraft is
obtained from the cylindrical array of
solar cells which has an area of just over
6 square metres. This provides 228 W
when the spacecraft is near the earth,
but extra power can be obtained for a
limited time from two 7.5A-hr nickel-
cadmium batteries. The solar cells and
batteries provide a 28v supply; overload
protection and undervoltage detection
circuits are included in the power
supply system.

Command signals are transmitted
from the Deep Space Network ground
stations to the Bus at 4 bits/second us-
ing pulse code modulation or frequency
shift keying. The electronic on-board
equipment can store command instruct-
ions for execution at some later time.
Six command output modules on the
equipment shelf can distribute 384
pulse commands and 12 quantitative {or
analogue) commands to scientific instru-
ments and to the spacecraft units. Com-
mands from the earth stations modulated
onto a 2115 MHz carrier wave are
received by the spacecraft transponders.

Data for transmission to the ground
is convolutionally encoded, assembled
into 8 bit words in a 64-word frame and
modulated into a data stream. Eight
data input modules on the equipment
shelf can receive the signals and establish
up to 253 data channels with the tele-
metry processor for transmission to
earth.

The data is transmitted on a 2300
MHz beam at a power of 10 or 20 W
using one of three antennas and a data
rate of between 8 and 2048 bits/second.
The antennas comprise two omni-
directional types (forward and aft) to
provide spherical coverage at both the

Fig. 2. Trajectory of the Multiprobe unit to
Venus.
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transmit and receive frequencies together
with a medium gain horn antenna at the
aft end of the craft.

The Voyage

The trajectory of the multiprobe vehicle
is shown in Fig. 2 at various times after
the launching date. The launching

vehicle will place the multiprobe space-

craft into an earth parking orbit about
167 km above the earth where it will
remain for 18 to 23 minutes before
adopting the inter-planetary trajectory
shown. The spacecraft will initially be
spinning at 5 rpm, but it is expected
that contract with the ground station
at Canberra will occur within 4 hours
from launch and the rate of revolution
will then be increased to 15 rpm by a
command from the ground.

During the passage of the spacecraft
towards Venus, the forward antenna
will be employed to communicate with
the 26 meter diameter dish aerials of the
Deep Space Network. A velocity correct-
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attitude and spin rate.

The power for the spacecraft is
obtained from the cylindrical array of
solar cells which has an area of just over
6 square metres. This provides 228 W
when the spacecraft is near the earth,
but extra power can be obtained for a
limited time from two 7.5A-hr nickel-
cadmium batteries. The solar cells and
batteries provide a 28v supply; overload
protection and undervoltage detection
circuits are included in the power
supply system.

Command signals are transmitted
from the Deep Space Network ground
stations to the Bus at 4 bits/second us-
ing pulse code modulation or frequency
shift keying. The electronic on-board
equipment can store command instruct-
ions for execution at some later time.
Six command output modules on the
equipment shelf can distribute 384
pulse commands and 12 quantitative (or
analogue) commands to scientific instru-
ments and to the spacecraft units. Com-
mands from the earth stations modulated
onto a 2115 MHz carrier wave are
received by the spacecraft transponders.

Data for transmission to the ground
is convolutionally encoded, assembled
into 8 bit words in a 64-word frame and
modulated into a data stream. Eight
data input modules on the equipment
shelf can receive the signals and establish
up to 253 data channels with the tele-
metry processor for transmission to
earth.

The data is transmitted on a 2300
MHz beam at a power of 10 or 20 W
using one of three antennas and a data
rate of between 8 and 2048 bits/second.
The antennas comprise two omni-
directional types (forward and aft) to
provide spherical coverage at both the

Fig. 2. Trajectory of the Multiprobe unit to
Venus.
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the launching date. The launching
vehicle will place the multiprobe space-
craft into an earth parking orbit about
167 km above the earth where it will
remain for 18 to 23 minutes before
adopting the inter-planetary trajectory
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that contract with the ground station
at Canberra will occur within 4 hours
from launch and the rate of revolution
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ion of up to 12 m/s can be made 5 days
after launch and further corrections at
20 days after launch, etc. Command
signals for these corrections will be trans-
mitted from one of the huge 64 meter
diameter earth station aerials.

The large probe will be separated
from the Bus about 24 days before
arrival at Venus. The spacecraft axis will
then be precessed so that the medium
gain horn can be used for earth com-
munication. A velocity correction of
5.1 m/s will be made to achieve the re-
quired small probe trajectory and the
three small probes will be released about
20 days before reaching Venus. The spin
rate will have been previously increased
to 48.5 rpm so as to provide a suitable
tangential velocity at separation for the
small probes to acquire the desired
trajectory.

The velocity of the Bus will be
corrected 18 days before its arrival at
Venus to achieve the desired arrival
point and to delay its arrival by 90
minutes so that all of the probes will
have impacted on the surface of the
planet by the time the Bus arrives in
the upper atmosphere. Burn-up will
occur at some 120 km above the
planet.

All five vehicles will enter the atmos-
phere in a two hour period and all
will be transmitting simultaneously, so
the time of entry will be arranged to
be one at which two of the Deep Space
Network stations can simultaneously
receive signals to avoid possible loss of
data.

Large Probe Mission

The large probe is to be aimed at a
point on the daylight side of Venus,
decelerations of up to 400 g being
possible at times during entry. As shown
in Fig. 3, the large probe parachute
opens at a height of 67 km and for
the next 18 minutes the probe descends
upder the stabilising influence of the
parachute to a height of 46 km at
which point the parachute is jettisoned.
The probe then falls to the surface of
the planet over a period of some 38
minutes.

The probe is not required to survive
impact with the surface of the planet,
but will withstand the ‘pressure and
temperature at the surface. This require-
ment together with the requirement
that the probe can withstand the fierce
acceleration presents many design pro-
blems unique to this mission.

The large probe and its deceleration
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module shown in Fig. 4 have a total
weight of some 316.6 kg. The deceler-
ation module provides thermal protect-
ion during atmospheric entry; it consists
of a pointed nose cone of 45° angle
with a diameter of 1.42 m. The base of
the probe is thermally protected by a
coated fibreglass aft cover.

The dacron main parachute has a
diameter of nearly 5 m and is deployed
by a much smaller pilot chute 0.76 m
in diameter ejected by a mortar. The
pull of the parachute extracts the press-
ure vessel] module from the deceleration
module.

Pressure vessel

The interior of the large probe pressure
vessel is shown in Fig. 5, together with
its instruments. This vessel contains
nitrogen at a pressure of between about
0.5 and 2 earth atmospheres, but can
withstand an external pressure of about
100 atmospheres. The 73 cm diameter
titanium pressure vessel is constructed
in three pieces and is about 6 mm in
thickness. There are 15 apertures and
7.6 m of sealing are required to prevent
gas leaks at the high temperature of the
Venusian surface. The thermal insulation
ensures that the electronics and instru-
ments inside this vessel ramain at a
temperature not greater than 50°C even
when the external temperature reaches
480°C.

A 19 cell 40 A-hr silver-zinc battery
supplies power to the pressure vessel
assembly. A total of 15 magnetic latch-
ing relays provide on/off control, whilst
parallel fuses provided overload pro-
tection. Four solid state amplifiers, each
rated at 10 W, feed a cross dipole an-
tenna mounted on the rear of the
pressure vessel which sends the data
back to earth. A data rate of 128 or 256
bits/sec in a convolutionally encoded
format is used, the system being capable
of providing 72 data channels and 2
minor frame formats in an 8-bit word,
64 word frame. A 3072 bit memory
provides storage facilities during the
entry communications blackout; this
blackout will have a duration of about
10 seconds.

The entire sequence of 128 com-
mands is predetermined and programmed
prior to the multiprobe launch. A timer
with a 24.27 day capacity and a stability
of +32 seconds turns cn the system
prior to entry.

The seven scientific instruments in
the large probe weigh a total of 35 kg

and require 106 W for their operation.
Three of these instruments require
inlets for sampling the atmosphere and
four require windows for viewing the
atmosphere. All of the windows except
one are made of sapphire, the exception
being the window for the infra-red
instrument which is a 13 carat diamond
nearly 2 cm in diameter; diamond is
the only material able to transmit infra-
red in the 10 micron region and to
withstand the temperature and pressure
at the Venusian surface.

The small probes

The three identical small probes are
designed to measure the characteristics
of the Venusian atmosphere simul-
taneously at three widely different
locations. They are designed to with-
stand the high temperature and pressure
at the surface of the planet, but need
not necessarily withstand the impact
with the surface. During entry into the
atmosphere at a speed of about 11.6
km/s, a deceleration as great at 565 g
may be encountered. The time of
descent to the surface will be about 59
minutes.

Each small probe contains a pressure
vessel and a deceleration module, as
shown in Fig. 6. The total weight is
some 97 kg. Unlike the large probe,
there is no parachute with each small
probe and the deceleration module is
not detached during descent. The cone
of the deceleration module has a dia-
meter of some 76 cm.

The small probe pressure vessels
which contain the electronics and the
instruments are designed to operate
with an internal atmosphere of xenon at
between 0.25 and 2 earth atmospheres
pressure. These vessels consist of a two
piece titanium shell of about 46 cm
diameter (Fig. 7).

The small probes are each powered
by a battery containing 20 silver-zinc
cells with an 11 A-hr rating. Each probe
employs a single, solid state power
amplifier rated at TOW rf output; this
amplifier feeds a crossed dipole antenna
mounted on the rear of the pressure
shell. A stable oscillator maintains the
S-band downlink frequency to 1 part in
109. The data rate used from the small
probe to earth is 16 or 64 bits/second,
whilst a 3072 bit memory is used for
storage during entry blackout and when
the bit rate is being changed. A 24.27
day timer turns on the system prior to
entry into the Venusian atmosphere.

The 64 bit/second data rate is used
initially, but at an altitude of some 30 km
above the surface the data rate is
reduced to 16 bit/second to allow for
the attenuation of the radio frequency
signal as it passes through the denser
parts of the Venusian atmosphere.
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The Orbiter Mission

The main aim of the Orbiter mission is
to put 12 scientific instruments in orbit
around Venus and to receive inform-
ation from these instruments. It can be
seen from Fig. 8 that the Orbiter space-
craft has much in common with the

multiprobe vehicle of Fig. 1, including
a rather similar structure. Some of the
most noticeable differences are the
replacement of the probe structure by
a high gain aerial system which can
provide communication with the earth

at distances of up to 250,000,000 km.
A 45 m long magnetometer boom is
also used in the Orbiter craft.

The size of the Orbiter spacecraft
is similar to that of the multiprobe
craft. The diameter of the cylinder of

Fig. 6. A small probe.
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solar cells is the same at 2.54 m, but the
surface area of the cells is greater, being
almost 7.2 m2. The Orbiter is lighter
than the multiprobe unit, being just
under 600 kg and only 372 kg in orbit.

The slightly larger solar cell area of
the Orbiter provides a little more power
than in the case of the multiprobe Bus,
this power being about 325 W in Venus
orbit. Two 7.5 A-hr nickel cadmium
batteries are also incorporated in the
Orbiter spacecraft.

A bearing and power transfer assemb-
ly (BAPTA) serves an electrical and
mechanical interface between the spinn-
ing part of the spacecraft and the de-
spun aerial which must always point
towards the earth. As in the case of the
multiprobe Bus, 32 kg of liquid hydra-
zine propellant is carried in two tanks
and can drive 7 jets, each with a thrust
of about 0.5 kg, for the control of the
trajectory, attitude and spin rate.

A solid propellant rocket motor, the
Thiokol TEM-604, is to be used to place
the Orbiter in Venus orbit. It has a
velocity change capability of 1060.6 m/s
for the maximum design weight.

The command data will be trans-
mitted to Orbiter at 4 bits/second.
Commands can be stored for later
execution. Eight data input modules can
be used as pick-up points for telemetry
and provide up to 253 channels for
either immediate transmission to earth
or for temporary storage in a 1048
megabit magnetic core storage unit.
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The Orbiter transmitter uses either
10 or 20W of RF power at about
2300 MHz; this is passed to one of four
antennas at a rate of between 8 and
2048 bits/second. The Orbiter has a
1.09m despun high gain antenna, a
second high gain antenna and a forward
omni antenna all mounted on the despun
mast. An aft omni antenna together
with the forward antenna provides
spherical coverage at both the transmit
and receive frequencies.

Launch
The Orbiter spacecraft will be launched
during the period 20th May to 2nd
June 1978 during the type !l Venus
launch window. It will spend 6 to 18
minutes in an earth parking orbit.
Communication should be established
with Canberra within 4 hours of the
launch and the spin rate will be increas-
ed from about 6 to about 15 rpm. The
high gain antenna will be despun and
the jets calibrated in preparation for the
first trajectory correction 5 days after
the launch.

The Orbiter craft will carry out
experiments during its passage to Venus,

these being mainly the measurement of .

the interplanetary fields and particle
densities.

Unlike the type | trajectory of Fig.
2, the type Il Orbiter launch initially
takes the spacecraft outside the orbit
of the earth up to a maximum distance
of 161 million km from the sun before
turning inwards to meet Venus on 4th
December 1978. About two days before
reaching Venus, the speed of rotation
will be increased to about 30 rpm. Com-
munications will be effected using the
forward omni antenna of the spacecraft
and the huge 64 meter diameter dishes
of the Deep Space Network.

At the point of closest approach to
Venus, the orbit insertion motor will be
fired so as to place the Orbiter craft in a
24 hour Venus centred orbit. The firing
of the motor occurs behind the planet
relative to the earth, so the necessary
commands are stored in the command
memory. The orbit chosen is inclined
at 75° to the equator of Venus. The
rate of spin will be reduced to 5 rpm
and the point of closest approach to
200 km.

The Orbiter mission will nominally
have a duration of one Venus day which
is 243 earth days. The period will be
adjusted to 24 hours so that the point
of closest approach to the planet will
remain in view of the same earth station.
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The Orbiter craft, Note the long magnetic probe to measure the
magnetic field well away from any interfering field from the craft.

The scientific experiments will take
place mainly at the point of closest
approach to the planet, although some
equipment will operate throughout the
whole of the orbit.

The despun high gain antenna will
provide two way communication with
the Orbiter craft throughout the mission.
During the first 40 orbits an occultation
experiment is planned using both X
band and S band frequencies radiated
towards the earth through the fringe of
the Venusian atmosphere as the space-
craft passes behind the planet.The 64 m
diameter earth station aerials will be
used in this experiment.

Early in the mission the duration of
solar eclipses at the Orbiter craft will be
little more than 20 minutes, so full
operations can be maintained using the
internal battery. Later in the mission
longer eclipses of up to nearly four
hours will occur and this requires the
Orbiter to be operated at a much
reduced power for the duration of the
eclipse.

Observation from the Orbiter space-
craft in a highly elliptical orbit for
about one Venusian year should provide
us with much information into the way
the solar wind interacts with the planet,
ect.

Conclusion

A special feature of the Pioneer missions
is the relatively low cost for such an
ambitious programme. In order to
reduce the cost, no experimental proto-
type craft have been built — only the
one multiprobe and the one orbiter will
be made, tested and orbited. Economies
have also been made by using the same
type of components (such as the RF
amplifiers) in the Bus, Orbiter and in
the probes. Identical command and data
handling circuits are used in all of the
probes, whilst about 78% of the Bus and
Orbiter parts are identical. The cost of
developing the probes themselves has
been relatively high, since they involve
new techniques, whilst special facilities
have had to be developed to simulate
the hostile Venus atmosphere.

It seems likely that craft similar to
the Pioneer type will be useful for
relatively economical missions to Mars
and for flying through the tails of
comets.
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BRITISH HI-FI equipment in general, and British loudspeakers
in particular, have long been regarded as first class. Mark
Levinson’s state-of-the-art speaker (not our tag in this
instance) uses a pair of stacked Quad electrostatics and Decca-
Kelly ribbons and one therefore presumes this American
company was unable to find the bits and pieces it needed from
U.S. domestic manufacturs.

But British excellence is not confined to esoterica. With
speakers, particularly, the Poms seem able to design something
that works well yet doesn’t cost too much. It actually amazes
us, with so much good equipment being made in England, that
the Japs have managed to make such inroads into the British
scene.

A fairly recent British company is Nightingale, whose NM 1
loudspeaker seems already to have scored quite a reputation
from the U.K. press. The NM1 has recently been joined by
a smaller mode! (the MN2) but this has yet to reach Australia.

We were therefore delighted to have the opportunity of
reviewing the NM1’s. Our samples were finished in black and
wood-effect thermoplastic laminate, the latter being both
practical and acoustically desirable — it adds considerable
strength to particle board panels.

The NM1 is a straightforward three-way speaker system
based on moving coil drive units. The infinite baffle principle
is employed for bass loading, using a KEF B139 in a fairly
large box-shaped enclosure. Midrange is handled by a 100 mm
diaphragm unit, built into an integral sub-enclosure. This unit
is similar to the one used in the Gale GS401, made, we believe,
by Peerless of Denmark,

The tweeter is a 25 mm dome type, whose origin we were
unable to determine (possibly Leak-Rank?)

Tweeter and midrange unit were mounted on top of the
main floor-standing enclosure using small individual baffles,
along the lines of the Dahlquist DQ10. Like this American
system, the NM1 is a phased array, with the diaphragm
surfaces lined up in the vertical plane to reduce the effects
(if any) of time-delay distortion. We ourselves are not
convinced of the effectiveness of these so-called linear-phase
speaker systems, particularly in view of the enormous phase
shifts wrought by dividing networks and drive units themselves.

The grilles of our samples were made of reticulated foam
and the front panel grille, which was fluted and bore the
Nightingale badge, was permanently stuck to its mounting
surface. The overall top grille was, however, removeable,
revealing upper frequency drive units, dividing network circuit
board, and a three-position slider switch for tweeter output
level adjustment.

Finish beneath the detachable grills was not particularly
good; the circuit boards were very untidy and used bi-polar
electrolytic capacitors and ferrite-cored inductors through-
out. We'd have expected better quality crossovers than this.

The bass enclosures were not adequately sealed; the
wiring routed through each enclosure emerged through a
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Petanger Parametric
Equaliser

The Petanger Dual 4 band Parametric is a
state of the art stereo equalizer consisting
of 4 independent filter sections in each
channel. Each filter is capable of continu-
ous adjustment of amplitude, frequency
and bandwidth.

Petanger Audio Developments Dual 4
Band Parametric Equalizer gives you un-
precedented accuracy in equalization —
accuracy and simplicity — You can create
just about any frequency response curve
you can imagine. You no longer have to
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compromise with tricky narrow band prob-
lems such as feedback, ring modes, pilot
tones etc.

The large overlap margin even allows easy
correction of broad and narrow band prob-
lems at the same time.

Typical applications include: @ Feedback
control e Critical E.Q. requirements
e Room correction e Microphone, in-
strument and vocal correction e Noise
and hum filter
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Distributed by:

PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS GROUP
503 Pittwater Rd, Brookvale, NSW. 2100.
Tel: 938-4095/938.2372
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small hole near the crossover board and there was considerable
leakage here. The front and rear panels both sounded hollow
and resonant when tapped with the knuckles indicating
insufficient bracing.

Otherwise finish and construction standards seemed good.
Our samples were supplied with glider-domes for easy
movement, and these were also adjustable for height.

Wiring connections were concealed in a recess in the rear
panel of each enclosure, and both DIN and banana type
sockets were included.

The samples did not seem excessively sensitive to room
position yet sounded less good when placed in corners.
Although not designed for mounting on stands, our samples
sounded best when raised some 300 mm from the floor. This
raised the high frequency drive units to an ideal height just
above the ear level of a seated listener.

Performance

Ancillaries used for our listening tests included a Naim
NAC32/NAP250 amplifier, Linn Sondek turntable, Decca
International arm and modified Decca Mk 6 cartridge. Our
first impressions were of a well extended bass response and a
basically neutral, uncoloured tonal quality.

Before long, however, we observed some upper bass
prominence which seemed somehow to overpower other parts
of the spectrum. This wasn‘t so much of an overemphasis of
the frequencies in question as a lack of definition, stringed
instruments, particularly cellos, sounding rather rubbery and
soggy.

Midrange was clean and smooth, although not entirely free
of vices. Some stridency was noted on vocals, particularly
females. The effect was also evident on massed strings such
as violins,

Treble was nicely balanced yet seemed very slightly veiled,
although considerable variations of balance was achieved using
the level switch. No instructions or performance details were
supplied with our samples, but we'd guess the changes made
by the level control were substantial — in the order of 2-3 dB.

Pin-point stereo images were obtained, the samples having
been supplied as mirror-image pairs. According to the
directives on each enclosure, the NM1‘s should be used with
the tweeters outermost. We found, however, that best results
were obtained with the tweeters innermost, this giving an
equally wide sound stage but improving the depth aspect.

Even so, image depth and perspective was not particularly
good. In this respect, the samples sounded rather shallow and
flat, as a consequence, we feel, of the less-than-adequate
dynamic performance. The samples did not provide very good
transient impact and whilst not apparently lacking in attack,
they did, nevertheless, fail to react with sufficient real punch
for our liking. Matters improved when the samples were
driven to fairly high levels, but here a harsh midrange edginess
became audible from time to time, indicating the presence
of unwanted distortion components.

Conclusion

Retail price for a pair of NM1's is about $1,300. For this
sort of money there are several appealling competitors, all
with their own faults and shortcomings. Overall, it's hard
to say whether the NM1's would be a better or worse
choice — it depends very much on whether you like and
require an extended bass response, which the NM1's
undeniably have, or whether you prefer a more restricted
response with better definition as would be obtained, for
example, from Gales or the new locally-made Otoscan 1°s. We
do understand, however, that certain modifications have been
made to the NM1's since our samples left the factory and so it
may be worth while to check out later samples when they
arrive in Australia. Judging from the present samples, the
NM1‘s are competitive but against the rivals do not seem to be
outstanding.

SAMPLES SUPPLIED BY M.R.ACOUSTICS P.O. Box 110,
Albion, Brisbane 4010

NEUIRIK A4AUDIO TRACER

OVER the last few years many dogmas in the fields of elect-
ronics and electro-acoustics have been shaken or destroyed.
Not the least are those relating to size, capability, performance
and cost of equipment required for performing spectral
analysis — for in the last year the cost of various ‘real time’’
analysis equipment has taken a tumble. Hence it's now when
somebody has released an audio level recording system follow-
ing the same concept — a neat little package which may do
to electro-acoustics what the HP35 did to computing.

When the local representative placed the Neutrik Audio
Tracer on my desk with the comment "I think this may interest
interest you’” he was right. The unit is so deceptively small
that | thought it was a small cassette recorder. Nevertheless it
fulfills the more important functions of a synchronised beat
frequency oscillator, a level recorder and a measuring amp-
lifier with associated microphone system. Equally importantly
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it has been put into a package small enough to fit into a
technician’s toolbox.

Neutrik was founded by Mr. Weingartener, the ex-chief of
AKG. He desired to manufacture a range of electronic equip-
ment radically different from that currently available but
nevertheless based on sound engineering concepts.

Three basic sections
The Audio Tracer contains three basic sections.

Firstly there's a signal generator with a power amplifier
output stage, which is basically a voltage controlled oscillator.
This generates sine waves in the frequency ranges 20 Hz to
20 kHz and 200 Hz to 200 kHz. This oscillator has an FM
modulator which produces a warble tone (either one-third or
one-half octave band width) as required. This function can be
very useful and allows the determination of mean frequency
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response for electro-acoustic systems in the presence of stand-
ing waves or reflective components from a room in which the
system may be located.

The second function of the Audio Tracer is provided by the
level recorder. This is not a frequency selective unit but in-
corporates pre-calibrated paper which tracks directly with the
internal oscillator to duplicate the functions of a B.F.O./level
recorder combination. The calibrated paper is similar to the
50 mm paper produced by Bruel & Kjaer and can be almost
directly overlaid for direct comparisons. The paper unlike that
used by Bruel & Kjaer and General Radio, is marked by a
thermal mechanism and is intended to be used with either a
25 dB, 50 dB or linear response range setting which the unit
provides.

The start of each section of level recorder chartincorporates
a small section for annotation and the green on white paper
is complemented well by the dark blue trace produced by the
thermal writing system, which uses a ceramic-tipped heater on
the end of the galvanometer writing arm system. This produces
a smudge free trace which is cleaner than that produced by
any of the inking systems we know and gets high marks for
practical ingenuity and effectiveness. Although the paper is
calibrated between 20 Hz and 20 kHz, the x 10 range setting
also makes it directly applicable for 200 Hz and 200 kHz
response recording. This is an undoubtedly worthwhile feature
for analysing modern amplifiers and filters whose perform-
ance may be important at extended frequencies.

The third section of the Audio Tracer is the measuring
amplifier. This has a high sensitivity stepped-attenuator input
with b mV sensitivity on the 50 dB range at minimum scale
deflection and 0.3 mV sensitivity on the 256 dB range — both
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at minimum scale deflection. Input impedance is 20 k§2 so
it will match a wide range of loads including buffered outputs
from microphones, record players, amplifiers and the like.

In an attempt to provide the widest possible facilities the
unit is provided with a calibrated electret microphone. This
plugs into one of the two inputs on the side of the unit.

The measuring amplifier section has a 50 dB stepping
attenuator with accurate 10 dB steps plus a fine attenuator
giving a further nominal 20 dB of attenuation. The unit will
also accept a dc input via a separate dc input termination
on the input socket. This is capable of handling dc signals
with a 360 millivolt for full scale deflection. This input as we
discovered, has apoplexy if it is fed with a super-imposed ac
signal with frequency components above 10 Hz!

Two other important features of the unit are the RMS
characteristics of the rectifier utilised in the level recorder
feed back and the motor drive systems, which unlike other
level recorders has steplessly variable speed range between zero
and 25mm/sec. chart speed — a ‘‘feature’’ which appears to
have been incorporated for economy rather than as a technical
advantage.

Facilities
The internal or active section of the Audio Tracer is flanked at
the left hand end by the mains lead compartment, which is
obviously designed for a European plug — not for the Australian
three-pin plug, and at the other end by a carrying handle
moulded into the plastic case which is shaped at the top to
hold a spare roll of chart paper.

The front panel is brushed satin aluminium. Primary level
recorder controls are at the left hand side — paper speed, stop
/start and auto selection for level recorder operation together
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with a power on/off switch are at the top of the unit. A
calibrated frequency dial, which allows initial setting of the
oscillator relative to the paper chart, protrudes through the
middle of the unit. The level recorder paper chart and thermal
recording system are clearly visible through a cut out in the
front panel at the bottom left hand corner.

The frequency calibrated dial of the level recorder oscillator
drive interconnection covers approximately 330° of angular
travel between the 20 Hz and 30 kHz calibrations. There is
a dead band area in between in which it is possible to activate
the remote start facility for automatic start/stop control from
an external switch. There are eight controls on the right hand
side — an output level control covering the range zero to 2.5 W
into 4 § (although the manufacturer claims a capability of
3 W); a steplessly variable input control covering 20 dB for the
measuring amplifier; a reference generator input/output pro-
viding a 1 kHz, 10 kHz capability:.a 50 dB stepped attenuator
for the recorder;a x 1 and x 10 frequency range switch; a level
recording writing speed switch for 50, 100 and nominal
500 m/sec. writing speed; an 8m modulation control for one-
third octave, centre off and one-half octave deviation; and a
level recorder range switch for linear, 50 dB or 25 dB settings.

On the top side panel are two Tuschell type sockets, one
being a four-pin socked for an ac input of 20 k2 in parallel
with 50 pF, a dc input for direct dc drive, a ground connection
and a 9 V dc supply at 0.5 mV for feeding the electret micro-
phone.

The output has five connections — 10 mV to 1V line into
50 £2; a voltage proportional to frequency-out, nominally
10 mV to 10 V; a remote stop/start connection; and an earth.

SAMPLE SUPPLIED BY R.H.CUNNINGHAM PTY LTD
439-499 Victoria St. W.Melbourne, 3003. Ph 329 9633
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All provide difficult to use because of the lack of normal
terminals.

The paper chart is loaded into the unit from the back by a
simple slide out mechanism. Paper loading is reasonably easy
and with an all up weight of 2.24 kg the unit is extremely
compact and light.

Our first thoughts were to doubt the claims made for the
unit if only because of the simplicity of construction and the
compactness of design. Nevertheless the most important
parameters, which included sensitivity figures proved to be
accurate.

The input attenuator settings proved to be accurate to
within 0.5 dB both on the 50 dB and 25 dB ranges (a fine
attenuator setting which proved to have 22 dB range capab-
ility and not the 20 as stated), as were the characteristics of the
direct dc input although for this we discovered the input
controls to be ineffectual.

How it performed

The level recorder characteristics are in some respects unusual.
On the 25 dB range the frequency response was —1 dB from
16 Hz to 100 kHz, with a 3 dB point at 7 Hz and 200 kHz.
On the 50 dB range the frequency response was —1dB at 12 Hz
and 110 kHz, and —3 dB at 8 Hz and 200 kHz. This was a
significantly better performance than we expected. A two-tone
test highlighted the linearity of the rms response which proved
to be within 0.2 dB of the value expected and apparently only
limited by the hysteresis of the recorder.

The recording section has some limitations for the writing
speed in one direction of pen movement is different from the
other. The ‘up’ writing response was more in keeping with the
impulsive response of a sound level meter, whilst the attenuator
or downward response was like a damped filter response with
decay rates of 250 m secs. at 500 mm/sec; 900 m secs. at
100 mm/sec; and 1.6 seconds at 50 mm/sec. switch settings.
This is a serious limitation for some applications as responses
recorded for such measurements as reverberation time and
room response determinations would suffer accordingly.

The oscillator output frequencies proved to be quite
accurate, the maximum deviation being 2 Hz (or 6%) which-
ever is the greater across the frequency range 20 Hz to 20 kHz,
and likewise 200 Hz to 200 kHz. The 1 kHz reference signal
proved to be precisely 1002 Hz.

The line output, which is specified as being 10 mV to 1V
proved to be a 2 mV to 195 mV output with a source resistance
of 56 . Pin 1 which is supposedly 3 W into 4  provided
25 W into 4 Q. The level recorder linearity proved to be
remarkably good with a maximum deviation of 0.3 dB in the
range zero to 50 dB, and 0.4 dB in the range zero to 25 dB.
Even the linear range of the potentiometer system proved to
be reasonably accurate.

Having found that most but not all parameters were within
reasonable tolerances we used the Audio Tracer in the same
way that we would our own laboratory level recorder, BFO
and analyser combinations.

Some limitations became apparent — for example the
unit is not provided with a reversing switch thus making it
almost impossible to trace the one chart for comparing two
different phenomena. In fact, if one makes a mistake it is
necessary to go to the end of the chart and start again on the
next blank sheet.

The unit, of necessity, has only one colour for recording;
the blue colour which is produced by the ceramic hot tipped
pen.

The Tuschell type sockets utilised with the unit were not
supplied with the mating plugs and thus interconnection for
recording and analysis with the exception of the microphone
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“Openreel hasbeenclosed

tonewideas for far toolong.
The RT-707provesit.”

One glance says it all. From the
people who Pioneered the front
loading design comes the world's
first stackable open reel. The
Pioneer RT-707. Suddenly open
reel is the same as any other
component. Compact and easy to
manage. At home on the shelf or
racked up leaving bench space
clear and uncluttered. Compared
with the RT-707, all other open
reels are not only bulky and
awkward, they're downright old
fashioned.

Cosmetics apart, it's also good to
know that Pioneer's new ideas are
more than skin deep, embracing a
whole new open-reel technology
The design is 4-head, 3-motor,
2-speed, with auto-reverse and
pitch control. Tape format is
guarter-inch, 4-track, 2-channel
stereo giving 1%z hours of absolute
musical fidelity from 7-inch reels at
19 cm/sec (with auto-reverse)
Performance is to professional level
with 0.05% wrMs wow /flutter, 58dB
signal-to-noise ratio, and a
remarkable 20 to 28,000Hz
frequency response.

The trend-setting RT-707 exhibits
an impressive array of advanced
electronic and engineering
features. Auto-reverse, for example,
not only promises but delivers total
fidelity in both tape directions. In
addition, you have the added bonus
of auto-repeat for endless tape play
if you desire. A direct-drive capstan
is part of the reason for the
improved signal-to-noise ratio at
low speed. As in Pioneer turntables,
direct drive eliminates the belts and
pulleys of other open reels, allowing
greater rotational accuracy, less
induction hum and heat, with the
extra facility of pitch control over
+ 6% range.

The RT-707 is the complete open
reel package. Hair-triggered pause

button. Precise tape path
tolerances. Hard Permalloy record
and playback heads. Four different
Bias/EQ values. Independent
left/right recording controls.

Exclusive Pioneer ICs in recording
amps and playback. Mode-to-Mode
transport controls without going
through Stop. Extremely long-throw
VU meters.

All in a compact and
revolutionary configuration that
heralds the trend in open-reel for
the decade to come.

A short specification

Frequency response 20 10 28,000 Hz.
Wow and flutter No more than 0.05% wRMS
Signal to noise ratio No more than 58dB
Channel separation No more than 50dB
Distortion No more than 1%
Reference tape and speed

Scotch No. 206 at 13cm/sec.

All Pioneer open-reel decks are covered by warranty for
one year. Excellent service facilities are avallable
throughout Australia via a network of Pioneer approved
oullets

- oo MR

-

To Pioneer Electronics,
P.O. Box 295, Mordialloc,
VIC. 3195.

Name
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I
I
I
1 Address
I

[ ]

Please mail me: (Tick as required)

(J RT-707 Open Reel Tape Deck.
] Folders on other components
of equivalent compatibility.

(] Other (Please indicate)
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supplied proved to be a little difficult. The 1000 mm/sec.
writing speed upwards and differing decay rates downwards
made interpretation of dynamic levels complex.

Last but not least the microphone is not all that would be
desired and this comes in part from the set back of the electret
diaphragm from the front plate of the enclosure and the
utilisation of what appears to be a sintered metal protective
facing (see level recordings). The lid could not be closed with
the Australian-type mains plug supplied with the test unit
and although this could be fixed by sawing a groove in the lid
a better approach would be to find a more suitable three-pin
plug acceptable to the local power authorities.

We compared the response produced by the unit against
similar responses produced by our own analysis systems. The
response of filters, amplifiers and even record players could be
accurately recorded but the lack of comprehensive associated
equipment such as special test records and the like makes this
task initially more complex than with the more conventional
Bruel & Kjaer or General Radio equipment.

We compared the frequency response of our laboratory

-SOUND BRIEFS

monitoring system (recorded by the Audio Tracer) against
the calibrated microphone system we normally use. This
showed that in the frequency region 20 kHz to 20 kHz the
electret microphone system provided with our test sample
fell short of what the average intending user would reasonably
require. This could be overcome by substituting the microphone
with a superior one, preferably a fully calibrated laboratory
microphone — ideally with matched load requirements (9 V
at 0.5 m amp). However we have been assured by the manu-
facturers that our test microphone was from a pilot run and
that production units will be flat within *+1 dB from
30 Hz to 15 kHz.

The unit was extremely simple to use even taking into
account its several obvious limitations which were more
obvious to us because of our pre-conditioning with more
expensive equipment.

Nevertheless, we believe that most technicians and many
engineers would get more than just good mileage (kilometre-
age?) out of the facilities provided.

For the person who has never been able to afford a compre-
hensive level recorder system before the Audio Tracer is hard
to beat for its price and the facilities it provides.

At it's recommended retail price of under $2,000 it’s
excellent value for money. Louis A Challis.

NOW — CLASS H!

CES'78

on (03) 699.1066.
HI-FI & MUSIC

Amadio.

music features.

PRIZE FOR SME

Petanger Address

Tel: (02) 938 2372.

Soundcraftsmen have announced a 250 watt (into eight ohms) stereo amplifier
incorporating analogue computer circuitry claimed to sense and calculate the voltage
level required to cater for the rising or falling output level. The sensing circuitry is
outside the feedback loop.

The manufacturers claim that the new ‘Class H’ amplifier can be produced at
lower cost even than conventional Class AB units.

Australia’s biggest-ever Consumer Electronics Show will open to the public July 13 -
16. Venue is the Sydney Showground.
Public hours are as follows:

Thursday July 13/Friday July 14: 1.00 p.m. — 10.00 p.m.
Saturday July 15/Sunday July 16: 1.00 p.m.

Admission will be $1.50 for adults. Children under 14 will be admitted free. There’s
ample parking within the Showground. For further info ring Riddell Exhibitions

6.00 p.m.

Our sister publication — previously Hi-Fi Review — has changed both name and
format. As from the July issue (on sale first week in July) the magazine will be called
Hi-Fi and Music. Whilst retaining all the regular features that have made this
publication one of the most respected in its field a number of changes have been
made to widen its appeal yet further.

Hi-Fi and Music will carry a minimum of five equipment reviews per issue -
undertaken by the well-known and respected team of Doug Saunders and Nadine

In addition Nadine will be contributing her very readable and authorative special

Don’t miss the first new issue of Hi-Fi and Music — out soon.

Britain’s Design Council has awarded a consumer product award to SME for their
new Series 11l arm. The company’s Series I arm was similarly honoured in 1962.

In our review of the Petanger Parametric Equaliser (April *78) we inadvertently
omitted Petanger’s address, which is 503 Pittwater Road, Brookvale, NSW 2100.
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Zerqstat
The Static Killer
Now Costs Less!

The British Zerostat is the original Sl T m

and the most effective zerostat pistol
available in Australia, or the world.

One getr;‘tledsqtixreuez; of tiweti trigg;r Z EROSTAT
removes the destructive static an
crackle caused by handling, playing or ZEROSTAT
2hn§ly removing a record from its ZEROSTAT

over.

It works for atdeast 50,000 ZEROSTAT
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£V Sty Suarantead. anti- static pistol
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The amazing Zerostat pistol. The
original. The best. Now only $23.95
Available where all quality Hi Fi is sold
and leading accessory stores. ,
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Australasia Pty Limited
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MAIL ORDER COMPONENTS

TTL

7400
7401
7402
7403
7404
7405
7406
7407
7408
7409
7410
7411
7413
7414
7416
7417
7420
7422
7426
7427
7430
7432
7437
7438
7440
7441
7442
7447
7448
7450
7451
7463
7454
7460
7470
7472
7473
7474
7475
7476
7480
7483
7485
7486
7489
7490
7491
7492
7493
7494
7495
74100
74107
74121
74123
74132
74150

74151 1.10 74LS8175 1.00 4073 40
74153 1.10 7418191 1.20 4075 .40
74154 1.70 74L8192 1.20 4076 1.85
& ‘ 74157 1.10 7418193 1.20 4077 40
20 74160 156 7405194 1.20 4078 40
¥t 74164  1.55 7418195 1.20 4081 40
35 74166 155 74LS196 1.20 4082 40
= 74173 2.75 74L8221 1.20 4510 1.50
o 74175 1.66 7408253 185 4511 150
- 74180  1.35 7405279 .65 4518 160
@ 74192 1.45 74LS365 .80 4520 1.45
o 74193 1.45 7408367 .80 4528 1.20
28 74221 1.50 74LS368 .80 4556 1.20
o 74367  1.50 14553  7.50
gg CMOS 14584  1.25
: 74C00 .40
1-2% SCHOTTKY 74002 40
60 4000 .25 74004 40
.60 741500 .32 4001 .25 74008 40
.35 74LS01 .32 4002 .25 il -
.35 741502 .32 4006 1.40 oy o <
45 741503 .32 4007 .35 24048 5 o8
.46 741504 .35 4008 1.25 74C73 1.20
35 741805 .35 4011 .25 24675 >
.45 741508 .32 4012 .30 st o
.50 74LS09 .32 4013 .55 74090 295
.50 741810 32 4014 1.35 24093 296
35 74LS11 .32 4015 1.20 e 1ad
1.50 741812 . 4016 .50 740192 295
.70 741814 1.35 4017 1.40 CHes 238
1.25 741820 2|2 4018 1.40 740221 240
- 74L821 .32 4019 75 740905 14.75
.35 741527 32 4020 1.60 240922 6.50
.35 741528 .42 4021 156 JABand 1480
.35 741530 .32 4022 1.60 .
.36 741832 .35 4023 .gg
.35 741537 46 4024 g
.65 741538 .46 4025 .40 L lN EAR
.65 741540 .32 4027 80
65 741542 1.25 4028 1.25 301 .40
.65 74LS73 1.25 4029 1.90 307 66
.70 741874 .50 4030 .40 308 1.35
A5 741875 .70 4040 1.35 311 1.25
1.25 741578 .65 4041 1.25 324 1.35
1.26 741585 150 4042 1.25 33g 135
1.45 741586 55 4043 1.50 349 2985
.65 741590 1.20 4044 1.50 356 1 .65
1.20 741592 1.20 4046 196 .
85 74LS93  1.20 4049 60 379 6.95
1.00 741595 1.60 4050 60 380 2.00
-85 74L8109 .55 4051 1.20 381 2.00
.85 7418113 .55 4052 1.20 382 2.00
1.10 7418114 55 4053 1.20 386 1.95
.95 74LS138 1.20 4060 2.65 555 40
2.45 7418151 1.20 4066 1.20 556 ‘85
.65 7418154 1.60 4068 .40 S =t
.65 74L8157 .90 4069 .35 .
1.10 7418163 1.25 4070 .40 566 2.50
1.25 74LS164 1.35 4071 40 567 2.65
7418174 1.00 4072 .40 571 11.95
POST & PACK. COMPONENTS $1.00
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. Box 355, Hornsby, 2077.
APPLIED
TECHNOLOGY | sHowROOM 109-111 Hunter St., Hornsby 2077
(9-5 Monday to Sat.)
PTY.LTD. PHONE 476 4758 — 476 3759
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PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE AFTER MAY 30th, 1978.

709 .75
723 (VR) .65
741 35
747 1.25
1310 3.50
1889 3.95
3900 90
3909 1.25
VOLTAGE
REGS.
309 2.25
317 3.75
323 8.25
326 2.60
723 65
7805 1.40
7806 1.40
7808 1.40
7812 1.40
7815 1.40
7818 1.40
7824 1.40
7905 2.55
7912 2.55
7915 2.55
78L05 75
78112 .75
78L15 75
79105 85
79112 .85
79L15 85
DIODES
0A91 .20
IN914 07
IN4004 10
IN4007 15
A15A .75
BRIDGES
3501 3.75
3504 4.75

I 7} bankcard
welcome here
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INTRODUCING MULTI-P 2650

The easily affordable expandable multi-purpose home computer.

Based on the new 2650 Mini Computer described in E.A. May,

1978, the MULTI-P 2650 is the first Australian designed home ,‘Q

computer available ASSEMBLED AND TESTED ready for use. All T o S— ——— 1 O

you have to do Is connect a T.V. set and any low cost cassette . |

recorder and the system is ready for use. Using the resident mmmmm. ' I
PN

"PIPBUG"” minitor you can enter Your own programs in machine

language or better still, you can select programmed tapes from the

large 2650 program library and load programs of your choice. The

MULTI-P is supplied with the invaluable 2650 programming

course and a test cassette which contains sample computer games

for you to play.

Technically speaking the MULTI-P 2650 is manufactured and TV SET
serviced locally by Applied Technology Pty. Ltd and is based on NOT SUPPLIED
the popular Signetics 2650 microprocessor. The main CPU board
is as described in E.A. May, 1978 and utilises the latest 4K RAM
chips. The basic version of MULTI-P 2650 is supplied with 1K
RAM and provision has been made to add a further 3K by plug
ging more RAMs into the sockets provided and is housed in a
specifically designed case providing room for further expansion to
be described in E.A. in the near future. The VDU has also been
described in E.A. Feb., 1978 and produces an easily readable 32
character by 16 line display. The input to the computer is via the
full function keyboard which also controls the cassette Interface
and the reset functions. The power supply is designed around a
special transformer which can apply 10A at 5V, 1A at +12V, 1Aat
=12V to provide for any future expansion.

The MULTI-P 2650 is supplied with complete technical document-
ation including detailed assembly language programming/technical
manual, sample programs to run and the 2650 programming
course,

................ $375.00 with 1K RAM
....................... - $450.00 with 4K RAM

INDIVIDUALKITS 2650 PROGRAMS

includes all PCB components, 1K RAM, PIPBUG, 2650 and Games Tape 1: play games like astrotrek, number guessing, nim,

fockets for @INCs o oy .o o aliilen e s .5 Sl b B $89.50 hangman, chomp, target shoot etc. . L n= e =Bl bk $12.75
EA LOW COST VDU: As described in E.A. Feb., 1978 this set of Games Tape 2: NEW RELEASE—This cassette includes software
kits can be used as a complete terminal for any microprocessor for fascinating games such as funny farm races, solitaire,
system. BASIC VDU (includes xtal, plated thru PC8, all biorythym, lunar lander, mindreader, etc. . . . . . . . $12.75
components and assembly /troubleshooting manual) . . $9950 Utility Tape 1: contains very useful programs for rapid loading,
MODULATOR KIT . . $4.50 relocating programs, finding programs, etc. . . . . . . . $12.75
ASCIl KEYBOARD/ENCODER KIT (supplied with all
components including UART and ENCODER but not trans-
TOTTIIGE i i sl o g cdhte s 5 B I S $39.50 2650 USERS GROUP
KEYBOARD KIT: KBO4 . .. . .......... .. .. $5950 For the complete enthusiast we recommend joining the 2650

USERS GROUP, Membership fee entitles each user to a complete
listing of all the programs at present in the library as well as many

CASSETTE INTERFACE. R.E.C.I. (complete with full instruc-

tions and test tape for easy accurate alignment) . . . . $2250 useful hardware notes. Members also receive updated programs
HEAVY DUTY TRANSFORMER: AT4120 . . . . .. .. RS- | perlodionlly - vis s i ded s e ity trev st o $40.00
2650 PROGRAMMING COURSE .. ............... $12.50

Designed by 2650 experts to assist the 2650 user in the first steps of programming at the machine language level. The course starts by
explaining and using all of the 2650's monitor program (Pipbug) commands. It goes on to assist you to write a number of programs
and explains each individual step used. The programs have been specially designed to use a great many of Pipbug’s sub-routines. This
is an ideal starting place for those wishing to learn computer programs, and will lead you eventually into Course 2 (available later)
which explains assembly language etc. and then on to Course 3, Basic Language (available later).

POST & PACKAGING . . . . $2.00 al orders

IFIED MAIL . . . . . .. 0.50 ext
APPLIED gEZTS'T'ERDED VAL Gg i a . 2.00 extra
T DRESS—P.O, 311, Hornsby 2077
TECHNOLO GY ri%iDACL)I!\F?CE/SHO—xROg&x—I09'-1 17 Hunter st., welcome here

pTY LTD Hornsby (9.00--5.00, MON. to SAT.)
- “§ PHONE: (02) 476 4758 General Enquirles — (02) 476 3759 (Technical Information)
PRICES & SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
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C90’s at less than $1 each!

MINIMUM OF 10 @ ALL UNCONDITIONALLY
GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS e 14-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
MOST of our readers will know Dindy cassettes. Those who don't really should. They are good to the point that Dindy not only offer a

14-day money-back guarantee but also a five year guarantee against faulty workmanship. Now that's faith!
So that their products may become even better known Dindy Marketing are offering their products to our readers at almost absurdly low

prices. Like 91 cents for €90s (100 off plus $2.00 delivery). Two types of Dindy

cassettes are offered

r
DINDY SUPER

Dindy Super is a budget-priced quality ferric
oxide cassette. Frequency response is very good
from 50 Hz to well beyond 10 kHz and extends
usefully beyond 14 kHz. The cassette housingisa
properly made screwed type and the mechanism
is effectively jam-proof. The Dindy Super
cassettes offered are C46, C60 and C90.
uNumbers refer to minutes playing time).

T

_J/

-

DINDY HI-ENERGY T

This is a high energy tape which enables higher
recording levels and thus a wider dynamic range
to be used. The tape's frequency response
extends from 50 Hz to 15 kHz and useful outputis
still available to 17.5 kHz. The tape coating is a
very fine ferric oxide.

\

_/

These cassettes are

have an extra six minutes added to

offered in C46, C60 and C90. The 60 and 90

eliminate run-out. Maybe they

should really be called C66 and C96!

R S| I T I

Dindy Offer — Order Form.
Please forward Dindy Cassettes as detalled

Please make cheques payable to: Dindy Offer, Electronics Today
International, 15 Boundary St., Rushcutters Bay. NSW. 2011. Allow
three to four weeks for dellvery.

Name
Address ...

I

I TYPE SIZE QUANTITY PRICES TOTALS
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|| PEC DELIVERY AND INSURANCE $2.00
| TOTAL

|

|

|

}

|

30

it should be understood that this offer is made by Dindy Marketing. Orders areto be
sent to this magazine for checking thence go to Dindy who guarantee to despatch within
one week (via Ipec). Do piease allow for a total delivery time of three to four weeks. Dindy
have 50,000 cassettes held in stock and have arranged to have further supplies within
two weeks if required.

OFFER CLOSES AUGUST 31st 1978

SELLING PRICES

Super

10 20 50 100 250 500 1000
C46 75¢ 72¢ 69c 67c 65¢c 63c 60c
Cc60 85¢ 82c 79¢c 77¢ 75¢ 73c 70c
C90 g99c 96c 93c 91c 89c 8¢ 84c
Hi Energy

10 20 50 100 250 500 1000
C46 $1.25 $1.23 $1.20 $1.18 $1.15 $1.13 $1.10
C60 $1.45 $1.43 $1.40 $1.38 $1.35 $1.30 $1.25
C90 $1.65 $1.63 $1.60 $158 $1.65 $1.50 $1.45

Minimum quantity — ten of any one size — there’s no upper limit! Please
Include $2.00 for packing and delivery — regardiess of quantity.
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Project 810

STUNT CVCLE
TUGRME

+Simple to build

Fall off without injury on our latest TV game.

THE ELECTRONIC TV GAME was first
conceived in 1966, when Sanders Cor-
poration acquired the first patents on
the logic which is used to digitally gen-
erate bouncing bats, balls and similar
artifacts on a TV screen. However, the
first actual TV game appearedin 1972,
when Magnavox introduced the Odyssey,
which was the precursor of modern TV
games. The early games did not display
boundaries or score, and were based on
lots of TTL IC’s.

The next generation of games used
some LS| logic, but were still quite com-
plex. They were a great improvement
over earlier games in that they displayed
boundaries and kept score, thus settling
a lot of family disputes! The third gen-
eration came about when General
Instruments Microelectronics designed
the AY-3-8500 games chip, which put
virtually the whole logic on one IC.
This IC, which was used in the ETI 804
Selectagame, was fortunately produced
in versions to suit both American and
European/Australian standards, and has
led to the development of more sophi-
sticated ‘games-on-a-chip’, one of which
is used in this project.

Finally, the latest generation of TV
games are programmable types, few
examples of which are available in Aust-
ralia, and which are, at present, a little
outside the scope of a magazine project.

The ETI 810 Stunt Cycle TV Game
is rather different from the conventional
bat-and-ball type games. Instead, it
offers four different types of games
involving motorcycles - Drag Race,
Motorcross, Stunt Cycle and Enduro.

.. MOTORCROSS

At the start of each game, the motorbike
and rider are stationary at the upper
left-hand side of the TV screen. As the
player turns the throttle controller, the
bike moves across the screen on track 1,
with appropriate sound effects.

At the end of track 1, the bike and
rider reappear on track 2, and likewise
at the end of track 2, the bike appears
on track 3. On reaching the end of
track 3, the bike will reappear at the
beginning of track 1, and the game will
reset. There will be no movement until
the throttle is reset to a slow speed and
then increased.

The Drag Race game involves a
straightforward ‘race against the clock’
from one end of the track to the other.

ELECTRONICS TODAY INTERNATIONAL — JUNE 1978
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+ 4 gumes
+*pro=-am

OFF

PrO ((@® am

ETI 810

In Drag Race, the bike has ‘gears’ which
must be shifted, by throttling back and
then accelerating, to achieve top speed.
In the PRO mode, if the bike is accel-
erated too fast, it will flip over, crash
and screech to a halt.

Motorcross involves a race against the
clock, this time doing ‘wheelies’ across
obstacles. Hitting an obstacle causes a
crash, and in this game, the PRO/AM
switch varies the number of obstacles.

If Evel Knievel is your hero, Stunt
Cycle will appeal to you - here the idea
is to jump a ramp and buses located on
track 3, by judging the correct throttle
setting. If a jump is successful, the
number of buses is increased by one -
the initial number is eight. The game is
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Project 810

over when the maximum number of
crashes has occurred, which is 3 or 7 de-
pending on the position of the PRO/AM
switch. The displayed score indicates
the number of crashes and the number
of buses between the ramps.

Finally, Enduro combines the Motor-
cross and Stunt Cycle games, with
obstacles on tracks 1 and 2 and buses
and ramps on track 3. The object of
Enduro is to do wheelies over the
obstacles and then adjust the throttle to
jump the buses. The PRO/AM switch
alters the number of obstacles and the
number of crashes permitted - this game
is dujte difficult in the PRO mode.

All the games are accompanied by
appropriate sound effects, with engine
noises and skidding sounds.

Construction

Start with the assembly of the pc board.
With the aid of the component overlay
initially fit the resistors in their correct
position. Push them flush with the pc
board, turn the board over and solder
them onto the copper tracks. Cut the
leads off close to the solder joint. Now
add the capacitors noting that both C3
and C6 are polarized and must be inser-
ted the correct way round. The two
transistors can now be soldered in
noting that they are different types and
also that they must be correctly posit-
ioned.

With the IC’s it is recommepded,
although not essential, that sockets be
used, for at least the main one. If a
Molex type connector is used for
IC2 it shquld be cut into two strips
of 14, then inserted in the board and
soldered. Then by carefully bending
the connector strip over at rightangles
and back again, it will break off. Before
the IC’s can be fitted into either the
socket or the pc board, the pins normally
need bending in slightly. Thjs can be
done by holding the IC by both ends
and pressing the pins oh the table with
a slight rolling action to bend all pins
togethet. Do this with both sides until
the pins are at right angles to the body
of the IC. This should allow the IC to
fit easily.

The modulator can be now fitted and
soldered into place. Finally the crystal
can be fitted to the pc board.

The front panel should now be assem-
bled with the speaker being glued on
with 5 min epoxy cement, in the position
shown in the photograph. Solder lengths
of tinned copper wire (about 30mm) to
each of the terminals of the push buttons,
switch and potentiometer. Solder about
50 mm of plastic covered wire to each
of the speaker connections.

32

Double check that all components are
on the pc board and are correctly
orientated. Now slide the pc board
over the wires from the switches until
the board is about 30 mm from the
front panel. Pull each of the lengths
of wire with a pair of pliers to ensure
it is straight and not able to shortout
on an adjacent wire, solder them all onto
the pc board and cut the tails off. The
wires from the speaker can now be
fitted through the holes provided and

Component markings

soldered.

The plastic box needs a slot cut in
the top edge to allow the output socket
of the modulator to fit and this should
be cut now. Also a hole is needed for
the external power socket if required.

The wiring from the board to the
external power socket and to the battery
pack can now be done. This now comp-
letes the unit and as no adjustrients
are needed it should work on switch
on.

Resistors
CODE COLOUR BANDS VALUE {ohms)
47R YELLOW VIOLET  BLACK  GOLD a7
330R ORANGE ORANGE BROWN GOLD 330
1k BROWN BLACK RED GOLD }ooo
1k2 BROWN RED RED GOLD 200
2k7 RED VIOLET  RED GOLD 2700
10k BROWN BLACK ORANGE GOLD 10000
12k BROWN RED ORANGE GOLD 12000
15k BROWN GREEN ORANGE GOLD 15000
22k RED RED ORANGE GOLD 22000
100k BROWN BLACK YELLOW GOLD 1000600
am7 YELLQW VIOLET  GREEN GOLD 4700000
Capacitors
CODE COMMON MARKINGS VALUE
33p 33 or 33p 33pF
100p 100, 100p 6¢ n10 100pF
10n 0.01k or 103k 0.0TuF
100n 0.1k or 104k 0.1uF

o

Photo showing the position of the speaker and how the tinned

copper wire links are fitted.
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Stunt Cycle TV Game

75 OHM
OUTPUT

PR
@ o

‘PB2 REAR VIEW OF

POWER SOCKET
()
RED (+)
BLACK
PB4
Y PACK
Fig. 1. The component overlay and 9V BATTER
wiring diagram for the game. T 0 PSR T Ny
8 OHM
SPEAKER
PARTS LIST — ETI 810

Resistors all »W 5% Capacitors TV Modulator (UM 1082)

IENYT 2 T 22k R o= A L i 33p ceramic 3.676545 MHz crystal

BZ o4k il 4M7 (E e Jey Yo 22u 16V electro 5 pushbuttons

By ..+ 04 rg 1k Od, v mys 100p ceramic 1 DP DT centre off toggle

™ .. nah 15k BERNT) & = bioms 100n polyester 8ohm speaker {(55mm dia.)

RE' o i bt 100k CB]'¢ o8 § oA - 100u 16V electro 28 pin IC socket

2 BARREES 2k7 -~ S P 10n polyester plastic box 158 x96x50mm

R7 o .12k I six way AA size battery holder

L Dein doe 10k battery clip

MG e s we . 4011 (CMOS) 3

R0 wrd 4 annld 100R 102 AY—3-_8760 length of 750hm coax

RIS #a ¥, 04 Ay B Bl B ST ey . one 75ohm pilug

IR b e B 1k2 @wrg arw™ T BC558. one RCA plug

R8s & s4b a=n'B 330R (0 Vjm = UGN * BC548 external battery socket
Potentiomaeters Miscellaneous KITS FOR THIS PROJECT WILL

RV el 100k lin rotary PC board ETI 810 BE AVAILABLE THROUGH

DICK SMITH ELECTRONICS.
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Project 810

\4—.

DRAG RACE MOTORCROSS (EASY)

(T T,
\l )

MOTORCROSS (HARD) STUNT CYCLE
il s [/ua\\
;; Il ,2' 0 -

|
.

ENDURO (EASY) ENDURO (HARD)
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Drag Race

The object of this game is to reach the
end of track 3 in the shortest time. The
three-digit score is automatically reset as
the rider first begins to move on track 1
and the score is incremented until the
game is over. The score appears centered
on the screen above track 1, and the
score remains until the start of the next
game.

Drag Race requires a speed shifting to
achieve the lowest time scores. As the
throttle speed is increased and the rider
begins to move, the bike object

is in speed one and moves at a set

rate across the screen. The only way to
accelerate the bike’s motion is to
return the throttle to a ‘slow’ position
and then turn to a ‘fast’ position. This
shifting prodedure will move the bike
into speed 2 and the object will go
across the screen at a faster rate.
Another ‘shift’ will allow speed 3.

A PRO/AM option switch is provided to
select a difficulty factor. In the hard
mode, a crash occurs if the player trys
to increase the throttle speed too
rapidly. A crash will flip the bike and
rider upside down and the sound will be
a high-pitch screech. At the end of the
crash, the bike and rider are reinitialized
on track 1 and the score reset. In the
easy mode, no crash is allowed.

by the connector.

When the connector bar is bent back to vertical it should

break off leaving the pins separated.

Initially fit the molex pins in while still linked together

Enduro

This game is similar to Stunt Cycle with
the addition of obstacles on track 1 and
track 2. The object of Enduro is to do a
wheelie over each obstacle and then
adjust the throttle for the correct speed
to jump the buses on track 3. The PRQ/
AM option switch selects 2 obstacles per
track and allows 3 errors per game in
the hard mode, and 1 obstacle per track
and 7 errors per game in the easy mode.
Errors are caused by accelerating too
rapidly, not in wheelie position over the
obstacles, insufficient speed to clear the
buses, or landing too far past the back
ramp after the jump. The score records
the number of errors and the number of
buses displayed the same as in the game
of Stunt Cycle.

Motorcross

As the throttle speed is increased, the
bike and rider move across track 1 at a
rate determined by the throttle
controller setting. Motorcross has no
speed shifting. Located on each of the
three tracks are obstacles. The easy/hard
option switch selects the number of
obstacles per track. The easy mode has
one obstacle per track and the hard
mode has two obstacles per track.

The object of this game is to traverse
the three tracks in the shortest time,
doing a wheelie over each obstacle. The

<4

A

Stunt Cycle TV Game

score counters record the run time in
the same manner as the Drag game.
In Motorcross, the crash is not caused
by accelerating too rapidly. The crash is
caused by not doing a wheelie over an
obstacle. In the wheelie position, the
bike will have the front wheel lifted off
the track. A crash into an obstacle will
flip the bike upside down and produce
the screech sound. The score is reset at
the end of the crash.

Stunt Cycle

The object of this game is to control the
throttle speed to properly jump the
ramp and buses located on track 3. The
game begins with 8 buses and with each
successful jump over the ramp and
buses, an additional bus appears. The
game is over when the maximum
number of errors has been reached,
which is 3 or 7 errors depending on the
position of the PRO/AM switch. The
game is then started by reselecting the
Stunt Cycle game input. Errors are
caused by accelerating too rapidly,
insufficient speed to clear the buses, or
landing too far past the back ramp after
the jump. The bike and rider flip upside
down and a screeching sound indicates
an error. The score records the number
of errors in the first digit and the
number of displayed buses in the
next digits.

Bend the connector bar over evenly being careful not
to distort the pins.

When soldering the components apply the iron to the junction

of the lead and the track, then feed the solder into the junction.
Do not carry the solder to the joint on the tip of the iron/
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What you

don’t know

YOU.
When you're considering buying something as important
asa new cartridge or tonearm, it’s always wise to arm
ourself with the facts.

>i'his advice has never been so pertinent as it is today,
because ADC have just made a massive step forward for
the whole world of fli-ﬁ.

The Audio Dynamics Corporation have built an enviable
rﬁputation throughout the world for pioneering dramatic
advances in perfecting the state-of-the-art in stereo
reproduction.

"Today, this dedication to perfection has allowed the
frontiers to be pushed out even further with a new, fully

compatible range of cartridges, tonearms and frequency
equalisers.

The new ZLM Aliptic cartridges for zero record

wear

Tip mass almost 50% less than the XLM MKIL.

New tapered cantilever.

New Aliptic strlus shape extends vertical bearing surface
on groove wall by 100%, and gives greatly extended
frequency response +1dB from 20Hz to 20kHz and
+1%:dB beyond to 26kl z.

Greatly reduces record wear and still prevents dust and
dirt being reproduced.

The new Mk I

Many of the design features of the ZLM, but with a tiny,
nude elliptical diamond, with - 004" x - 008" rectangular
shank.

The new VLM Mk Il

Abudget XLLM Mk I, featuring the XL.M Mk IT nude
diamond tip.

QLM 36 MKIII, QLM 34 MkilI, QLM 32 MKkill,
QLM 30 MKHIL

Incorporates our new design critena, and innovations

such as the Diasa (diamond + sapphire) elliptical tip.
The new LMF-1& 2 Carbon Fibre tonearms
Brand new low mass tonearms in tapered carbon fibre.
LMF-1
Integrated head for lowest mass.
LMEF-2
Added advantage of a unique moulded carbon fibre
removable head.

esium Headshell
Weighs only 7.83 grams. An aluminium headshell of the
same thickness weighs 13 grams.
The new SS-1 & 2 Sound Shapers
New dynamic frequency equalisers designed by ADC to
virtually turn your hi-fi system into a recording studio.
Allows you to remix all those record and tape tracks you
dislike. :
AT e T S T .|
1 To: BSR (A’asia) Pty. Ltd.,
I Anne Street, St. Mary’s, NSW 2760.
I Please send me full details of the following items from
I the new ADC range.
: O Cartridges & Tonearms [J Sound Shapers

1 Name
| Address

S =R —tereiaes -

Audio Dynamics Corporation, A Division of BSR Limited.
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_ See & hear
ADC Products at

Sydney City and Metropolitan Area
Douglas Hi Fi
338 George St., SYDNEY 2000
Phone 2333922

Russin Hi Fi
256 Liverpool Rd., ASHFIELD 2131
Phone 7992421. John Russin.

Leisure Sound

871 Pacific Highway, CHATSWOOD 2067
Phone 4114944 Alex Haindi

387 George St., SYDNEY 2000

Phone 291364 Andres Goldfinch

Buyers World (NSW) Pty. Ltd.,
Shop 7, Lindfield Arcade,
Lindfield Ave., LINDFIELD 2070
Phone 4672500. Rob Simpson.

Warringah Hi Fj,
Shop 5, Bungan St., MONA VALE 2103
Phone 9975313. A. Preston.

Riverina Hi Fi

549 Pittwater Road,
BROOKVALE, 2100

Phone 9382663. Nich Barovsky.

NSW Country
Springwood Hi Fi
170 Macquarie Rd., SPRINGWOOD 2777.
Phone (047) 51 3091. L. Johnston.

Wiroth HI Fi,

63 George St. (PO Box 452)
BATHURST 2795

Phone 316313. Michael Wroth.

Scotty Wallace Pty. Ltd.,
113 Rankin St, FORBES 2871.
Phone 522300. Scott Wallace.

Hi Fi Gallery

((7:/- P.O.). Tamworth Centrepoint,
374-388 Peel St., TAMWORTH 2340
Phone 662474, L. Taylor.

John Roworth Television Services,
11 White St, TAMWORTH 2340
Phone 664664. J. Roworth.

Taree Photographics
Graphic House, 105 Victoria St.,
(P.O. Box 295) TAREE 2430
Phone 52 1488. M. Small.
ACT Duratone Hi Fi Pty. Ltd.,
3A Botany St.,; PHILLIP 2606
Phone 821388. M/s Fay Cull.
VIC Douglas Hi Fi
202 Bourke St., MELBOURNE 3000
Phone 6632211

QLD Brisbane Agencies Audio Centre,

72 Wickham St., FORTITUDE VALLEY 4006 !

Phone 2683167. G. Eldund.

Ipswich Hi Fi Centre,
61 Limestone St., IPSWICH 4305
Phone 281 5485. Robert Smallwood.

Sight and Sound Investments,
Shop 8, Shaws Arcade,
TOWNSVILLE 4810

Phone 715618, Stephen Shaw.

SA Soundynamics Hi Fi Centre,
129 Payneham Rd., ST. PETERS 5069
Phone 421237, Peter Hazelwood.

Instrol,
54 Flinders St., ADELAIDE 5000
Phone 2237622

WA Hub Record & Hi Fi Centre,*
Gilmore Ave., CALISTA 6267
Phone 991256. R. Takes.

Albert's Hi Fj,

542 Albany Highway,
VICTORIA PARK 6100
Phone 621188

396 Murray St., PERTH 6000
Phone 3224409

288 Hay St., East, PERTH 6000
Phone: 252699

Leslie Leonard Hi Fi,
Shop U8 City Arcade,
Upper Hay St., PERTH 6000
Phone 224304
TAS Quantam Sound Centre,
194 Liverpool St.,
(P.O. Box 1788) HOBART 7000,
Phone 343051, R. MacFie.

r' Y

CHRONOGRAPH -

6-digit 11 functlon chronograph
Hour/Minute/Second/Month/Date/Day
/Stop Watch (hour/minute/second/
/100 sec.)

W uNIK TIVE

presents:
the world’s thinnest
DIGITAL TIMEPIECE

Featuring:

o 5 function, d-dign quartz crystal accu-
racy Hour, minute, second, month,
date

© Super thin styling (6 mm) with 4 eleg-
antly styled faces

o Removeable battery hatch for easy
customer battery replacemsnt

o Gold or silver toned case with lizard or
mesh band options

o High contrast, easy to read tiquid crys-
tal display with command backlight

o Fult year warranty with woridwide ser-
vice

An ultra thin slice of time offering accu-
racy, comfort, elegant jewsliry styling
and long life. Supported by unexcelled
uality and world-wide service. Ask your
nik Time represantative about our fill
line of digital watches and clocks.

Electronic LCD
Digital Watch

B
—

OTHER MODELS OF
UNIK TIME WATCHES
AVAILABLE

\L

yellow, black, red. @ Tilted front panel,
easy viewing e Silent operation, all

LED ELECTRONIC
DIGITAL ALARM
CLOCK

12 hour or 24 hour
(Ideal for Hams) display.

Features: e Stylish design e Large
bright LED display e Colours: white,

electronic @ Space age technology LS|
circuitry @ Alarm e 9 minute snooze
time e Seconds display @ Bright-dim
control.

Technlcal Data:

Power: AC Line source.

Size: 105 mm wide x 115 mm deep x
55 mm high.

Weight: 400 gm approx. (Net).

g

Trade enquiries welcome

Distributed by:

EMONA ENTERPRISES
CBC Bank Bullding, Room 208
861 George Street, Sydney. 2000.

Phone: Bus, 212-4815, AM 399-9061 )

FRONT PANEL DISPLAY
SRR 2o

Yy
YRy YV Y
Ry gty fetgloNe

Deslgned for 8080 but wlli suit most systems.
Input lines are 16 ADD Llines, 8 Data lines, 2 x
8 Bit prog, output port, status flags etc. All
inputs buffered, flat cable Interface. HEX
DISPLAY with 2" high 7 seg. Led display for
Address & Data bus. 4 Displays for address
bus and 2 displays for data bus. 10" x 8"
board size.

WITH HEX DISPLAY — KIT PRICE $105.00.

NUMBER CRUNCHER

MM57109 Number Cruncher. Buffered /O
will suit 8080, 6800, SCAMP, etc. Will per-
form floating polnt and scientific calcula-
tlons under software control. Full data and
software support.
KIT PRICE $54.00
BUILT AND TESTED $72.00

PAPER TAPE READER

Manual operation, self-contained in case
160x 110 x 50. Flat cable interface to I/O port.
Handshake loglc, Status LEDS, Data and
software supplied. Simple to use on all sys-
tems 8080, 6800 etc.

KIT PRICE $78.00

Quality fibreglass boards,
5 sockets per board with
wide spacing, provision
for ‘linking boards to-
gether, even different

gpes

" x 8" 6800 board with
wide centres — $26.50,
12" x 6" BOBO board with
provision for both soc-
kets — §27.50.

GOLD PLATED SOCKETS
To sult 8080 & 6800. 43 way double slded, $9.50 or 5
for $45.00.

U.v. EPROM ERASER
Erase up to 4 eproms at once, such as 2708 etc |
15/30 mins. 240 V operation, small size 3" x 4* x 8".
Assembled and tested only. $47.50. .

SINGLE STEP CONTROL for 8080
Push button single step mode. Auto step low speed
(Variable speed) mode, Interrupt facilty. Run mode
LED, will suit other systems, works off wait, & ready,
lines. Panel mount. KIT PRICE $23.00.

All Boards double sided with ground piane.
ALL PARTS POST FREE

See advt Jan 78 EA for dlgital tacho, stop watches,
tran. ignition system, burgiar alarm, etc

Built & Tested prices and Tax Free prices on
application.

S.M. ELECTRONICS

10 Stafford Court, Doncaster East, 3109.
Box 19, Doncaster East, 3109. (03) 842-
3950.
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Project 072

TWO-0CTAVE ORGAN

Although cheap and simple to build, this monophonic electronic organ is tunable,
covers a full two octave range, and has an adjustable tremolo control.

HERE'S A PROJECT where you can
well and truly utilise your ingenuity!

A monophonic organ is limited in
its scope simply in that only one note
can be played at a time — that is you
cannot play chords. In practice this is
not as big a limitation as it might seem
and a monophonic organ of this type
will provide a great deal of pleasure and
amusement for youngsters and older
people who quickly find how easy it is
to play.

The organ covers the range from C
{262 Hz) to C {1047 Hz), with 12 notes
per octave (that is it includes sharps and
flats).

The frequency {pitch) of each note is
determined by an associated resistor in
the chain R8 through R31. We have
made some minor compromises in that
we have used standard readily available
resistor values nearest to those actually
required to obtain the exact pitch for
each note. The pitch errors are quite
small but if you need the pitch to be
exact all you need to do is to wire
additional resistors in series or parallel
with the appropriate chain resistor until
the exact pitch of that note is obtained.

The overall pitch is adjusted by
potentiometer RV 1 and the volume by
potentiometer RV 2. Tremulo may be
switched in or out by switch SW1. The
depth of tremulo may be altered by
changing resistor R2.

As shown in our main circuit drawing
and component overlays the circuit in-
cludes two output transistors (Q1 and
Q2) and a loudspeaker. This enables the
unit to be totally self-contained. Never-
theless it has been so designed that you
can run it directly into our own basic
amplifier (ET!1 061) and loudspeaker
(ET! 088) or in to any other suitable
ampiifier or hi-fi system. If you wish to
use an external system as suggested
above simply leave out Q1 and Q2,
change C6 to 1.0 uF, and increaseRV 2
to 10 k. The positive end of C6 should

40

be connected directly to pin 3 of IC2
and the input to the amplifier or hi-fi
system taken from the point on RV2
which is currently wired to the speaker.

Construction

The organ consists of two main
assemblies, plus a battery or other nine
volt power supply, and a loudspeaker.

Main board construction is quite
straightforward — the usual precautions
must be taken to ensure critical com-
ponents are inserted the right way
round and do check for solder bridges,
particularly if you are using the Vero-
board method of construction.

The second assembly is the key-
board. Here you have unlimited
potential for modification. We have
shown what we believe to be the cheap-
est possible construction — 25 pins
stuck into a piece of heavy cardboard!
But if you want to, you can build up a
far more elaborate affair using proper
metal or woodworking techniques.

The requirements for the keyboard
are very basic. You need to arrange
some way .by which one common wire
may be caused to touch any one of a
series of contacts. Our prototype shows
a very basic way indeed. We have a
series of drawing pins stuck into a piece
of heavy cardboard with a keyboard
pattern drawn on. The common wire is
connected to a sharp probe and you
simply touch the drawing pin heads
with this probe. If this basic method is
used a suitable probe can be made by
Aralditing a needle into the end of an
old ball point pen. Note that the probe
handle must be insulated to prevent
50 Hz mains voltage included in one’s
body modulating the pitch. A more
elaborate way would be for each key to
be sprung in such a fashion that when
depressed it touched a common strip
running right along the front of the
keyboard. If you have the facilities for
so doing, yet another way is to etch a
keyboard on a strip of pc board
material,
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When completed, the chain of with other projects in this series it is

:esistors should be soldered in place. possible to delete the trim potentio-
Do make sure you have good sound meters currently shown located on the
soldered joints as the failure of any one circuit board, replacing these with larger
joint in this chain will prevent the rotary potentiometers located remotely.
organ from operating. Resistor R2 may be changed to vary

Finally connect the two assemblies the depth of tremulo or replaced by a
together, connéct up a battery and away potentiometer (10 k in series with a
you go! 3k3 resistor) to allow immediate

Some refinements may be made — as adjustment.

TO SW1

ov

TO SPEAKER

- N X a
« [3} (8] &f @
O
e d
/ iy 7 ® Q
4| >
m o I 1C2 Printed circuit board layout — shown here full
:3 size.

~Q
8 r " 8
2 222y "
)
! "l +9 Vv
.—-———
PARTS LIST
A 8

Resistors
R1 68k % W 5%
TO KEYBOARD R2 8k?2 w W
R3 2k2 o e
1 N R4 6k8 o
Component overlay for printed circuit board version. RS 8k2 v oee
R6 10k o
R7 100 ohms o e
R8-R11 2k7 Bl le
R12-R14 2k2 e v
2 £ cs R15 1k8 v
=~ : R16 2k2 T
SW =g I, g ) -1 R17 1k5 T o
R18 1k8 w og
+ 3 R19-R20  1k5 g
x @ z r R21 1k2 "o
< + I R22-R23  1k5 "o
‘ " R24 1k2 oo
R25-R28 1k [t
R29-R31 820 o

RV1 Tnmpot 5k
RV2 100 ohm
TO KEY E
Overlay for Veroboard version b - Capacitors

1n0 polyester

Cc2 1 uF electrolytic 16 v

(O] 220uF "

c4 100uF "

camsponen@ENRTReER2QNNNTLRREREYNTBYRB3S5YT e T weerabal
AJooco@oooooooooooo@ollooooooooo0 o000 0000000000 . elsctraliitis
Blo [ K ] ! . o P E ]
chE e ) ® - ) = 1C1/1C2 integrated circuits 555
ols 3 a1 transistor BD139
ele & [ . N [ I o BN ) [ - . Q2 transistor BD140
E 2 & ) Printed circuit board ETI 072 or
HI° Veroboard
& = SW1 single pole switch
X c Nine volt battery and clip
K E Small speaker
k/l i [ 3N ) Kit available from Dick Smith
o

Electronics
N|e 1 5
b [ 1) L

9000000000000 00DO0O0O0DO0O0DO00O0000O0OD0CO00000O00O0O0O0O0OCOE

Drilling details for Veroboard.
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MEFAIR:
=BARCAINS

X-8 88-93MHz 800m $69-s0
1C-8 87-92MHz 1,500m $68-50
MT-3 88-108MHz 250m $56-60
DI 8 88-92MHz 300m st 20
No? Toys, but hy bly 50 /7/5 cated,
.sermf/ve BUCS” The X-8/s a small
microphone (gs illystrated) the IC-8
18 lorger; The MI-3 /s o felephone pick-
UP lexternal) the DI-8 alse finternal)
Ise your FM radio fo recerwvel

inish
Complete with alvminivm frent panel’

E . CHEAPO i

TRANIES

HII New, Aussie Made !

761 63via, 3lvla  $4-90
BIl 63vin 26vin #4950
831 0-6v-18v I $4-50

791 10y, 6:3v Is I6v I ‘4 -90
183 I2v In, 25v Ia $3.95

101 63via, 33v 54 #5.90

SUPER i 5/&”?
M l K E s [/ Omni - Dll'ftf/ﬂm/

<L lectret Condenser

PUSH-SWITCH
P(J Mounting

rm Return or

Dppr 5 0‘ ush 0n, Push OFf

Ferrite Rod
Aerials $J_ <

58"% 8" with covls st¥ Feplacements etc.

VILUME Cop
replacemen

Porfs GREAT vALUE

r;obs IB.:) L5 for JI‘

MICRO- 90¢ z".

SWITCH

T"’ﬂﬂf»“"\op/lvow‘s
RECORD CLEANING ARMS

QTS
nOW 2 FOR 90¢

So I Ve Cut The Prices
On All These Products
They wont last! ORDER /Wk}’

FM TRANSMITTE 45-
Sneaky ' ‘Super -Micrg
Mode} anuency Range “Price

D MAL

TV TUNER

a4 by SHARP
oy

5 9 5 22 / Transistore

12 Chanm/s 9 with biscuits.
HICH QUALITY

gLAsr/c)FORII

TK-55 Flufed with gold mserf |n>

ite brown or crea

TK24 Smooth with gold mserf in

Cream only

TK-29 Flufed silver trim ring, In

brown ont

TK-32 Lge (1 diam) fluted with

d insert, w’olk brown only.

TK-50 Flufed with raised gold insert,

own, cream only

TK-64 Small (f diam) flu‘fed with

trim ring, whife only

TK-52 L‘ge flufed wufh silver trim
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PRE-PAK eclectronics p/!.
PO.BOX 43. CROYDON, 21%2
718 Parramatta Rd. Croydon NSW
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3Waﬂl/Chan
AM Tuser, Volume, Bass, Trebie, Balance,

Heedrhono Din Rec/Ploy Sockets andy
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SPEAKER i
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FOR 80k 10"

SPEAKER SYSTEI?S [-Zey
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FOR 6"0¢ 8 lcvr 516 BB
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&= 5G| 4W STEREO
= 0= | LC Amplifier
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CANNON CONNECTORS

SUPER SPECIALS i

XLP-3-32....
XLR-LNE-11¢c ..
XLR-LNE-32

BD 139 1 500 €d. MJ2955 : e 900 Weller cordless soldering iron kit,
BD 140 — 50c ea. 2N3055 — 85¢. S Sochdakias. ket hsligest W s,
BC 547/8/9 — 15c ea.  T03 Mounting Kits — 5c ea. i AR

74LS191 oo 1, -—

raisiss: oy 0 VOLTAGE
74LS193 o1,

7415194 . 1 . T REGS
7415195 3. 5
7408196 .. 1. :

7408221 ...

7418253 ..

7405279 . ...

7415365,

7415367

7418368 .....

.4

.40
.80
5
2
.2
3
.2
.2
8
.2
2

Qoo ooon

74C193. .

LINEAR D 3s7C/C T
FND 500C/C . .

Green LED.
Yellow LED

7490..
7491
7492
7493...

7:95.“ - 0 o 1. . 2. 5 .
74100.............. # R . 1 - 3 R e :
74121 o — 8 4 A | =

74123 : =) — <13 1
74132. 1 g . " A 8 PIN DIL

14 PIN DIL ...
74150 . 1. e . ’ . -
74151, TUUI70 74LS175 . 16 PIN DIL

Also in stock Multimeters, relays, veroboard, solder, solderwick, soldering irons, transformers.
All components brand new by top companies. Prices current till end of July.

ROD IRVING ELECTRONICS

Shop 499, High Street, Northcote. Vic. 3070. Ph (03) 489-8131. Open Mon-Thurs 8 am — 5.30 pm, Fri
8 am— 7 pm. Sat 9 am — 1 pm. Mail Orders: PO Box 135, Northcote. Vic. 3070. Minimum 50c post and
pack. Send SAE for free condensed catalogue.
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An impossible announcement from B&O

Bang & Olufsen’s first 3-in-1, the
Beocenter 4600 differs greatly from all other
combination sound systems — so greatly, thatitis
impossible to tell you here, all the joys of owning
one. However, before you come to see the 4600
you should be armed with a few facts:

The Tuner-Amplifier

The amplifier is conservatively rated
at 2 x 25 watts and it shares the same advanced
design concept as the Bang & Olufsen flagship —
the Beomaster 4400.

It features AM and FM radio plus
connections for several pairs of speakers.
The Gramophone

The turntable’s Electronic
Servo-Drive ensures correct speed and reliability.
Fully automatic single button operation plus a
patented suspension system makes the turntable

simple to use and isolates it from external vibrations.

The Cassette

The cassette deck naturally includes a

Dolby noise reduction system and the fidelity is
such that you will not hear any difference between

what you record, from record or radio, and what
you play back.
The Combination Beocenter 4600

Bang & Olufsen’s new 3-in-1 is not
like any other — where most are built to sell as
cheaply as possible, the Beocenter 4600 is built to
sound as good as possible.

In other words each part of the
Beocenter 4600 has been chosen to pay the
highest compliment to the rest of the system —
and not just to save a few dollars.

To mention all the advantages of
owning three-Bang-&-Olufsen-products-in- one,
in this small advertisement is clearly an
impossibility.

An impossibility which you can,
however, overcome by hearing Beocenter 4600 at
your nearest B & O specialist.

Bang &Olufsen

simply the best

Victoria: Danish Hi-Fi, Shop 9, Southern Cross Hotel, Melbourne. Tel. 63 8930. Danish Hi-Fi, 698 Burke Road, Camberwell. Tel.
82 4839. Danish Hi-Fi, Cnr. Beach & Olsen Streets, Frankston. New South Wales: Deeva Hi-Fi, 326 Pacific Highway, Crows Nest. Tel.
439 3999. Queensland: Brisbane Agencies Audio Centre, 72 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley. Tel. 221 9944. Western Australia:

Danish Hi-Fi, 256 Stirling Highway (in the Rolly Tasker Building),

Claremont. Tel. 384 2852. South Australia: Emsmiths, 50 King

William Street, Adelaide. Tel. 5T 6351. Tasmania: Bel Canto, 138 Liverpool Street, Hobart. Tel. 34 2008. BO1127



Project 071

TAPE

NOISE LIMITER

Cut down tape hiss by adding this unit to your cassette recorder.

DESPITE the small size, the perform-
ance obtainable from a cassette tape in
a good recording deck is quite remark-
able. In fact the latest top quality decks
are so good that it is difficult to tell the
difference between the recording and
the original sound.

Unfortunately this is not true of the
cheaper units — in which ‘tape hiss’ can
be very prominent. Tape hiss is caused
by random irregularities in a tape’s
surface coating. The effect is common
to all tapes but'some are marginally
worse than others.

The annoying characteristic of tape
hiss delayed the acceptance of cassette
tape recorders in hi-fi systems for some
years — until the advent of the Dolby
system which was primarily developed
as a cure for the phenomenon.

The Dolby system is often misunder-
stood - - it only works if the cassette
tape itself has been recorded using the
Dolby process — and few commercially
produced tapes are. Unless the tape
cassette says specifically that it is Dolby
processed then it's not! You can of
course record your own tapes using
Dolby. if you own a Dolby machine.

To overcome this limitation a
number of cassette recorders are fitted
with noise reduction circuitry ‘which
reduces the level of hiss on non-Ddlby
recordings. Most of these noise reducing
circuits work by progressively reducing
all high frequency signals when the
output level falls below a preset
minimum. Above that minimum level
all sounds are allowed through because
tape hiss cannot be heard once the
sound level is substantially louder than
the hiss. This effect is called 'acoustic
masking’.

The circuit described in this project
is a simple but very effective unit which
may be used with any cassette recorder
which is connected to a hi-fi system.

46

RV1
50k

R1
4k7

—O
_L OUTPUT
C4

= 10n

Roz

R6
L%

The unit should preferably be
connected between the cassette recorder
and the amplifier input — using short
lengths of screened cable and suitable
connecting plugs. If you really know
what you're doing it may be actually
built into the tape recorder or amplifier.
Alternatively it may be connected
between the pre-amplifier and power
amplifier on those units which are so
separated (note that many apparently
integral amplifiers still have ‘pre-amp
out’ and ‘power-amp in’ connectors on
the rear panel. These connectors are
normally bridged by ‘U’ shaped links—
which should be removed to enable this
unit to be plugged in).

CONSTRUCTION

As with most projects in this series you
can use either Veroboard or the special
printed circuit board shown here.

Take the usual precautions about
inserting components the right way

round — taking particular care with the
field effect transistor Q2. Note that the
cathode lead of the diodes {shown as a
horizontal bar on the circuit diagram)
will be identified on the component by
a black band or similar marking.

Unless the leads between this unit
and the tape deck and amplifier are very
short it is advisable to connect it via
screened cable. Note that the OV line
shown on the circuit is also the ‘earthy’
side of the input/output connections.

To set up the unit simply choose a
recording with a longish quiet passage
and then adjust RV 1 for the best com-
promise between tape hiss reduction
and minimum loss of high frequency
programme content.

NOTE: If you listen only to hard rock
— where there aren’t any quiet passages
— then this unit will be of little value
to you. Its main effect is to reduce
annoying tape hiss during otherwise
quiet programme material.
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SPECIFICATION

Input impedance
>4.7k
Output impedance

Output impedance of
drive device

Input level — up to 2 Vrms
Min level for
flat response — about 10 mV

depends on Q1 gain but

impedance driving the
input + 4.7 k

— preferably 600 ohms.

@ +9V
0
o P C2 D1
a1 +¢ ®—— OUTPUT
3 RV1 Qb 8 Q2| ca
c: Pz T 5\
INPUT ——0 ' O CH §
+ = D2 5§ 3
Component layout of Veroboard version.
PARTS LIST
ETI 071 Qi
R1  Resistor 4k7 0.5W 5% cdoo b.d
R2 0 1M . v [+ o c
R3 o I ",
R4 v 4k7 v . +
RS,R6 m o

RV1 Potentiometer S0 k trimpot

C1-C3 Capacitor 1 uF 25 Vv
Ca o 10 n polyester

Q1 Transistor BCS548

Q2 i 2N5459

D1-D2 Diode 1N914

Nine volt battery and clip

Veroboard or pc board ETI 071.

SrXC—IOMMOOm>

OOO%OODO ofjojo
h.

[N ]

0 00 0000 O0UTWODO0OOO0O0O000O0O00O0O0O0OOCO O O.0

o I )

& 9
9
)

@0 ¢co0000000000C00000000HMO0O0O0OCO0CO0L00

INPUT

+9Vv 0V

OUTPUT

Component layout of printed circuit board version.

Note difference in order of source(s) and
drain (d) of Q2 in the Veroboard version
and pc board version of this project. This
is in fact correct as the source and drain
of this transistor are interchangeable in
this circuit.

The circuit passes all frequencies
(without attenuation) if the incom-
ing signal is above a set minimum
level. Signals below the preset min-
imum are progressively attenuated
from 1 kHz upwards. The maximum
attenuation of about 10 dB is applied
at approx 10 kHz.

Resistor R4 and capacitor C4
form a filter in which Q2 is used as
a variable resistor with the degree of
resistance dependant on gate voltage.
Thus, if the input voltage .is at or
near OV then Q2 appears as a low
resistance and C4 is in circuit. If on
the other hand the input signal is

HOW IT WORKS

higher than (say) four volts negative,
Q2 has a very high resistance and C4
is effectively out of circuit.

The voltage applied to the gate of
Q2 is that derived from Q1 — after
rectification by D1 and D2
Transistor Q1 amplifies the input
signal and with RV1 in minimum
position, input signals above 10 mV
or so will cause Q2 to be off.

Increasing RV1 raises the level
below which high cut will occur. The
change from full to zero cut occurs
over a range of approx 5 dB input
level change.
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Foil pattern for pc board
— shown full size.
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DAVRED ELECTRONICS PTY. LTD.

104-106 King Street Newtown Sydney Australia P.O. Box 317 Newtown, N.S.W. 2042.
Telephone 516-3544

JABEL ETCHING KIT — $3.99
m ﬁﬁo%&o[k@lectromsb.e 800MA CAR ADAPTOR — $7.85
GrouP Products

Freeze Spray Can — $3.30 For those.who want their
" 04 KING Permaguard — $3.50 E;}%” own spec|al enclosures.

PCL-2 — $4.30 LASER SPEAKERS

Preciear — $3.85
ST ZAX Cans — 13.70
Pius ZX Heat Sink Compound in

= | |
NEWTOWN BrSgieompd g W(Q S iy :.z::' ‘

218 mm
130mm 130 mm 130 mm 124 mm 124 mm I 124 mm
90 mm 90 mm 92 mm T2mm 12 mm 72 mm

Brack Black Blach Black

Resonance I} A5Hz 2 SHz | 45Kz £ SHr| a5Hr 2 Sewr | ‘SNI SHz 45: SNI

i I [ | 1w

PICK Youn ename"ed wire. ez s 3000Mz n:m, 1500084r | 15000M: 000 8000k
25W RS

Power® WWRMS | 15W AMS uwm TEW RS

16 BS 100 gram reef — 32.50 mosdence Bohms gonns | Bowm Bonme Sonms

GWN WAHE' 18BS 100gramreel ——— $2.50 E“:?:?;S.:A ‘;' e 10%enis | 10Teus " ;ov:-. 10Tewn | 10Tenin

20 BS 100 gram reel —————— $2.50 SO C 0 Lo
HOUSE 22BS100 gram nasl-—————==C 32'50 Maghet Mess am | 828 gam :zh:.ml 322gms | 322gms P
24 BS 25 gramreel ——— $1.50 i 80 | $11.90 | $1245| $11.95 | s11.45| $12.40

COME AND 26 BS 25 gram reel ::gg L
5088 25 ram rosl ———— $1.50 FLUKE DIGITAL

BB“WSE AT 34 BS 25Gramreel ——— $1.50 MULTIMETER

36 BS | ——— $1.50
S o s $1.50 MODEL 8020A

40BS 25gramreei —— 31.
YUUB . Look, we have several at the old price
IF YOU THINK YOU'VE of $179.00 plus tax or $205.85
LEISUBE HEARD THE BEST IN including tax, including carrying case.

SOUND WE'VE GOT -
LSRN SOMETHING THAT WILL ot i

9AM - MAKE YOU THINK AGAIN KIT SERIES 38
5.30PM LINEAR KITSETS OF THE
. SOUND THE WAY MONTH
s ATUHD AYs EES,:'&‘#,," ::(t) 33'2 1 Oswga;t; gtilislng S110 10G amplifier

Kit 38B 20 watts utilising S110 20G amplifier

GPEN 8.30 - ' module — $99.50

Kit 38C 30 watts utilising S110 30G amplifier

A \ module — $109.50
l 2.30PM . ( Kit 38D 50 watts utilising S110 50G amplifier
i ] module — $135.75

’ » ] Approximate sizes 375mm wide, 300mm deep and
™ ' . 115mm high.

ALL LESS 15%.OFFER CLOSES 29th JULY

OPEN STYLE BE QUICK! Hobby Reels of ;;”: e R e

MODEL L22-20 MODEL L33-30 MODEL L43-40

240mm x 395mmx 340mm x S60mmx  375mm x 665mm x
210mm 280mm 350mm

V=HOCOOIV OZP> V=ZMZOVZTO0N -SZMIMTMN~—~0 O0O0HL IM<O M<PI

20 watts RMS 30 watts RMS 40 watts RMS
$185 pair $155 each $198 each

MAIL ORDER INSTRUCTIONS 35,8909 ~NIL _ CALLORWRITE TODAY FOR

Minimum post and packaging $1.00. All orders over $25 - $49.99 — $1.50 The New Breed in
$9.99 must include additional postage charges. $50-$99.99 — $2.50

$100 or more — $4.00 E/eCtronICS
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ETI’'s COMPUTER SECTION

Infinite UC1800

Data Aids will market the Infinite
UC1800 microcomputer. This is a total
computer training and use package for
the student, hobbyist, or engineer. The
UC1800 can be used as a product dev-
elopment device.

As a trainer, in the completely
packaged configuration, (nothing else to
buy) it offers schools and industrial
training departments a reliable, safe and
attractive 4 pound package of computer
power which takes the user from basics
to hands-on use.

The UC1800 can be used as a train-
ing device, microprocessor application
demonstrator/evaluator, for household
and hobby use, small industrial com-
puter, process control, laboratory auto-
mation, traffic control and data comm-
unication.

Some of the outstanding features are:
it is completely self-contained, low cost,
complete documentation, expandable
by means of S-100 bus, plug in module
design, completely assembled and tested
with 170 hour burn-in prior to delivery.

DATA AIDS, of 100a West Street,
Crows Nest, NSW 2065, will be selling
the UC1800 direct to users at $525.00
complete.

Graphics Board

A new graphics board from Vector
Graphic, Inc., is compatible with the
S100 bus and offers either digital out-
put or 16-level grey-scale mode.

The board uses DMA to access an
external 8K RAM, and will produce
digital graphic displays of 256 horizon-
tal by 240 vertical elements or grey-
scale displays of 128 horizontal by 120
vertical elements. Further information
from Vector Graphic agents in Australia
or Vector Graphic, 790 Hampshire
Road, Westlake Village, Calif. 91361.

EPROM Board

Semcon Microcomputer announce the
availability of their new 16K EPROM
board. The board carries up to 16
2708’s which can be addressed as either

8K or 16K of memory, and is compatible
with the Motorola EXORciser bus. The
board is fully buffered and decoded,
and carries a small wire-wrap area. The
price is $135 (without any 2708’s) and
further details are available from Semcon
Microcomputers, 1 Chilvers Road,
Thornleigh.

Low Cost EPROM Programmer

A new programmer from Microcontrol,
PO Box 361, Broadway, 2007, programs
and reads 8K, 16K and 32K EPROM:s.
Interfaces to computer or microcom-
puter internal buses.

Programming and reading sequences
are supervised by the computer through
execution of a short Control Program
which must be loaded into the computer
prior to programming unless it is stored
permanently in a PROM.

A block of data from the computer
memory of any length from one byte to
fullEPROM capacity is then programmed
into the EPROM and verified for errors.
In the real mode, a block of EPROM
data is transferred into the computer
memory.

The Control Program parameters
include: EPROM type, first address of
the data block in computer memory,
first and last EPROM address to be pro-
grammed or read, and program/read
mode.

The programmer 12 interfacing lines
are TTL compatible - 1 TTL load each.
4 of the computer I/O parts are used as
output latches and 8 as output latches
when programming or as inputs when
reading.

The programming waveforms
conform to EPROM manufacturers’
specifications.

An external +30V/80mA regulated
or +35-60V/80mA unregulated power
supply is required in the programming
mode and +/- 5V, + 12V or only + 5V
for the latest generation of EPROM:s.

The programmer is available as a
4.5 inch x 6.5 inch PCB mating with
22 x 2 0.156 inch edge connector. A
special very low insertion force test
socket is used for EPROMs. For reliable
operation the switching transistors are
greatly underrated and the high pro-
gramming voltage is short circuit pro-
tected.
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COMPUTER
CLUB DIRECTORY

Sydney: Microcomputer Enthusiasts

Group, P.O. Box 3, St. Leonards,
2065. Meets at WIA Hall, 14

Atchison St., St. Leonards on the 1st

and 3rd Mondays of the month.
Melbourne: Microcomputer Club of
Melbourne, meets at the Model
Railways Hall, opposite Glen Iris
Railway Station on the third Satur-
day of the month at 2 p.m.

Canberra: MICSIG, P.O. Box 118,
Mawson, ACT 2607 or contact
Peter Harris on 72 2237. Meets at
Building 9 of CCAE, 2nd Tuesday
of month at 7.30 p.m.

Newcastle: contact Peter Moylan,
Dept. of Electrical Engineering,
University of Newcastle, NSW 2308.
(049) 68—5256 (work), (049) 52—
3267 (home).

Brisbane: contact Norman Wilson,
VK4NP, P.O. Box 81, Albion,
Queensiand, 4010. Tel. 262 1351.
New England: New England Com-
puter Ciub, c/- Union, University of
New England, Armidale, NSW 2351,
{New club; not restricted to students)
Auckland: Auckland Computer
Ciub, P.O. Box 27206, Auckland,
N.Z.

Computer clubs are an excellent

way of meeting people with the same

interests and discovering the kind
of problems they‘ve encountered in
getting systems ‘on the .air’. In
addition, some clubs run hardware
and software courses, and may own
some equipment for the use of
members. Try one — you‘ll like it!

If your club is not listed here,
please drop us a line, and we’ll
list you. The same applies if you
are interested in starting a club in
your area. Also, if established clubs
know their programme of forth-
coming events, we can publicise
them.
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TANDY -

ELECTRONIC
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o
7
L_{Wsave
\\ $1
L 99°

Silicon Controlled
Rectifier
4 ampere, 30 volt sensi-
tive gate. 2761079

2761532
Resist Ink
Solvent

Etch-Resist
Lacquer

Our normal

69cEa ::G&e

14 Tandy Stor
Mail orders to

a2 50050 00 1099 99 send 5 00+10C

n Ausiraha. bulif there”s not one close 1o where you live you Can ordef by mail
Tandy Electronics P.0. Box 229, Rydalmers, 2116
SHIPPING & PACKING EXPENSES 2 50 1

4 99 send 805,00 10 14 99
nd over send 8.00

015 001049 9 4 00
WE WILL SHIP ANYWHERE IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE ABOVE EXPENSES!

DA
ETGH HESIST
LAY
P
d Qur normal
retail price

Etchant-Resist

Sensitizer

Photo-sensitizes PC
boards. 276-1562

276-1531

ail price

CQM@I?QNENT CLEARANCE

Our normal
retail price

394
199

Developing Solution
Fixes photo-sensitive
surfaces
exposure.

r Normal c

?e‘:ail%dcel Y"s 99
Semiconductor
Reference Book

With a cross-referencel/
substitution listing  of
over 36,000 types. 176
pages. 276-4001

after light

276-1561

save
*3

\

)

bl

8

IC Test Clips

Qur normal
retail price

16 pin clip attaches to iC chip for simultan-
eous hands free testing of all leads. Moulded
plastic body, non-corrosive contacts.

2761951

Qur normal
retaill price

285
Mini-Audio Amplifier Chassis
Gain: 1mV input for 100mW output into 8-

12 ohms. Response up to 15,000 Mz
Requires 8V battery. 277-1240

=
(A= save
89°
Our normal
Cc
retail price
e 50
Hobby Motor
12,000 R.P.M. at 12 Volt. 2.2x2.85cm (7/8x
1 1/8"); shaft, - 19 cm (-078"). 273217

TRANSISTORS

Type Reg.
Power transistors § 2.95
AS215

<
e

ASZ16
BD139
BD140
BFI37
BFYS0

WO===00-00n

LR8I BBBVBEERE

~000 200000 == =|@
S8LLIBBEER

858

LIMITED STOC

Phone Jacks

SN
OEBLER
Z to
oEnclosed 3-conductor closed circuit type. 274-376
+Submimature closed circuit type. 274-275
eMinlature dual jack coupler shielded type. 274.298.

Cat. No.

274-376 0.
274-275 0.
0

Our Normai

"
Retail Price .

274298

Shielded Plug

Pluy,
Adapter Set Adapters

LIMITED
STOCKS

Qur 1977
Cat. Price

1.3%ea

50%

Phgno to subminlature 274-354

Miniature Electrolytic
save Capacitors
xy 25:.

_ ur | wvoC | Leads [Reg.Each|
16 Axigl 49¢c
18 PC 49¢

PC | e8c |

e Our normal

retail price

Phase-Lock Loop
Type LM 565 Gen. Purpose 14 pin DIP.

Subminiature to Phono 274-355
Our normal

W %ve retad pnice

{ 79° )

_ i 50
bakelite type\x

Tie Down
Terminal Strip

Low Cost
Voltage
Regulator

Our normal
retall price

99¢

Type 723 TO-5 case. 276-009

——d

Qur normal
retail price

~ I
7&\\-\ 99

20-Medium Current Diodes

Similar to INS400/IN5401. Values up to
3 amps minimum of 15 PIV. Axial leads.

~

Our normal
retail price

70° il

Stereo-to-Mono Headphone Adapters
Stereo Jack to uitra mini 274.362

Rocker Switch
|  DPOT Type 2780 LIMITED STOCK

‘-L_, l $129

Qur normal
retail price

+29
50°

Pl/2

276-1630

Qur normal
retai price

qsave
C 69
L 70° %S
2.5cm Matched Knobs
Four black krubs with

aluminium inlay, for
-63cm shaft 2741562

P

Qut normal

Sl 99°

" Multi-Digit LED
Redout Display

| I

276-059




Compucolor 11

A new personal computer system from
Compucolor Corp, of PO Box 569, Nor-
cross, Ga. 30091, includes an eight-
colour CRT, keyboard, and up to 16K
of ROM. The CPU is an 8080A, and the
system also includes 4K of user RAM
and 4K of screen refresh RAM. The
system also features an integral minidisk
drive allowing use of the Disk BASIC
8001 language, which has 27 statement
types with 18 maths functions, 9 string
functions and 11 disk commands.

The display accommodates 64 char-
acters in 64 lines and is expandable to
32 lines and graphics of 128 by 128,
including vector-generating software.
The Compucolor II is priced from
US$1,395 to US$1,995.

16 BITS OR

THE FIRST MICROPROCESSOR to be
made by the Intel Corporation, the
4004, was a four-bit device; that is, the
data words it manipulated were four
bits long. This is good for doing decimal
arithmetic in a BCD (binary coded deci-
mal) format as is used in calculators,
but not really very good for handling
alphanumeric information in codes like
ASCLI, which are seven bits long.

Traditionally, computers have oper-
ated with pure binary representations of
numbers, using a variety of word lengths
from the 12-bit PDP-8 to large machines
with a 66-bit word. Longer word lengths
have several advantages. Firstly, longer
words permit greater precision in the
handling of numbers, or the represent-
ation of larger numbers. For example,
the use of a four-bit word permits repre-
sentation of 16 different values (0-15), a
16-bit word allows any of 65,5636 values
and a 32-bit word allows integers from O
to 4,294,967,296.

Secondly, and this is probably more
important, .the longer word allows
greater complexity of instructions. In
order to run its instruction set, the 4004
had to piece together its instruction
requiring two memory accesses with a
consequent penalty on speed. The eight
-bit microprocessors can have up to 256
different instructions using eight-bit in-
structions, although in practice, not all
these possible opcodes are used. In the
8080, for example, only 244 of the
opcodes are used.

In the Z-80, the instruction set
encompasses over 256 different opcodes,
although itis an eight-bit microprocessor,
by using one of the twelve opcodes not
used by the 8080 as the first byte of a

The Microcontrol EPROM Programmer is discussed on page 49.

BUST?

two-byte instruction.
the 8080, the opcode ‘CB’ is undefined,
but if a Z-80 encounters a ‘CB’ instruc-
tion it will then look at the following
byte as part of the instruction and
decode it as a rotate/shift or bit mani-

For example, in

pulation instruction. The opcode ‘CB
A1’ would be decoded as an instruction
to reset bit 4 of the C register.

This process can be, and has been,
extended further. For example, the
four-byte Z-80 opcode ‘DD CB d AE’
will reset bit 5 of the memory location
pointed to (indexed) by (IX + d). This
is not the most efficient way of doing
things, but is forced by the Z-80's soft-
ware compatibility with the 8080. The
execution of this instruction requires 6
machine cycles or 23 states, most of
which are taken up with loading the
instruction into the processor and de-
coding it.

The answer — longer word length and
a wider data/instruction bus.

Upward Moves

There was a move in industry, a couple
of years ago, from four bit micropro-
cessors to eight bit ones, and now we
are about to see a move from eight bits
to sixteen. The reasons for this are sev-
eral.

The first microprocessors were mainly
used as replacements for moderately
complex random logic, particularly seq-
uential logic as found in (say) traffic
light controllers or applications involving
simple arithmetic or counting. In these
applications, speed is not critical, and
control programs are short so that soft-
ware can be written by hand. Longer
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programs which require the use of an
assembler could only be tackled by
companies who could run a cross-
assembler program on their own mini-
computer or who had access to a time-
share system.

There is a fundamental law of the
Universe, related to Murphy's Law,
which states that work expands to fill
the time available, and this law holds
true for microprocessors as well as
people. Initially, micros were used as
straightforward random logic replace-
ments, and so were somewhat under-
utilised. It didn’t take long for engineers
to realise that other functions could be
added to a basic product to increase its
value without increasing its cost, simply
by using the microprocessor’s spare
capacity. For instance, the traffic light
controller could be made to count
nassing cars. However, with a four-bit
processor (as with an eight-bit processor)
there is a limit to the amount of extra
work one can load on it - only the limit
is lower for a four-bit machine than an
eight-bit.

Then, along came the 8080, preceded
by the 8008. Engineers discovered that
the eight-bit processor had a ‘nicer’
instruction set, so that software was
easier to write. In addition, just about
all of the eight-bit processors are fast
enough and powerful enough to run their
own assemblers, editors and even high
level languages. Since, for small produc-
tion quantities, development costs are a
major part of the unit cost, the much
lower cost of software development with
eight-bit processors is very significant.
This means that eight-bit micros can be
used for one-off applications which
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Fig. 1. A typical 9440 system. Note that the 9440 is designed to support a full front panel.

previously were not economically
feasible.

With recent increases in the speed of
microprocessors, designers now have
increased ‘headroom’ for the addition of
features to their products. For these
reasons, the four-bit microprocessor is
hardly being used for new designs in
comparison with the eight-bit types.

Also for similar reasons, the eight-bit
inicroprocessor will, to some extent at

least, go the way of the four.

Coming Attractions
A new type of microprocessor is emerg-
ing, to fulfil a new range of applications.
The new 16-bit devices are designed to
replace minicomputers which are in
‘overkill’ situations, i.e. sledgehammers
cracking walnuts, so to speak. In parti-
cular, many of the 16-bit microprocess-
ors will not be sold as chips but as single
board computers, similar in concept, if
not in power, to the Intel SBC80 range.
Let’s look at what's going to be avail-
able in the coming months. Six major

cessors — Texas Instruments, Fairchild,
Motorola, National, Intel and Zilog. TI
and National were amongst the first
away, with their TMS 9900 and PACE
devices. TMS 9900 was discussed in our
January 1978 issue, and although two
vears old has made disappointing pro-
gress. -Only when TI introduced the
9980, a version with 8-bit data bus, and
a series of 9900-based boards did the
9900 family of processors begin to take
off.

Fairchild’s latest product, the 9440,
is an extremely interesting device indeed,
and is probably the most powerful
single-chip processor on the market to-
day. The 9440 is manufactured using
Fairchild’s Isoplanar Integrated Injection
Logic, a bipolar technology that allows
a 12 MHz clock rate. This means that,
with a 10 MHz clock, the add time is
1.5 us, while an I1SZ (Increment and
Skip on Zero) Indirect instruction takes
7.5 us. That is fast!

Another interesting point about the
9440 is the fact that it executes the

manufacturers are touting 16-bit pro- instruction set of the Data General
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) 1|6 ]| SKIP ON NON-ZERO RESULT
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Fig. 2. Breakdown of a 9440 arithmetic /logic instruction.
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NOVA line of minicomputers. Data
General are not overly enthusiastic about
this, and are in fact suing Fairchild.
Nevertheless, 9440’s are being delivered
to customers, and Data General cannot
stop electrons flowing, so they seem to
have been presented with somewhat of a
fait accomplis.

The NOVA instruction set is a very
powerful one, with multifunction
instructions for efficient memory usage
and eight addressing modes. There is a
total of 2192 different instructions,
some of which, it must be admitted, are
of dubious value.

Fig. 2 shows the construction of a
typical arithmetic/logic instruction for
the 9440. The first two two-bit fields
of the instruction specify the source and
destination operands - there are four 16-
bit general purpose registers, ACO-AC3,
as well as four 16-bit special registers:
the scratch register, bus register, instruc-
tion register and program counter.

The next three-bit field indicates the
function, or instruction type. These
are fairly obvious in operation and simi-
lar to 8-bit microprocessors.

The next two bits indicate whether
the result is to be shifted or the two
bytes which make up a word swapped
over. Bits 10 and 11 direct the operation
of the carry bit, which can be set, reset,
complemented or left unchanged.
Finally, after any shifts have been exec-
uted, the 9440 checks the shifted word
and the new carry bit for zero or non-
zero results. According to the skip code,
the 9440 may skip the next instruction.

It can be seen that these instructions
can be extremely powerful, equalling up
to three or more instructions on an
eight-bit microprocessor. This is one of
the strengths of the 16-bit microprocess-
or - the programmer’s ability to ‘mix
and match’ instructions to suit his
requirements.

Addressing Modes

Another powerful feature possible with
a 16-bit processor is indirect addressing.
The 9440, aithough it has a 16-bit word,
only uses 15 bits to address its maximum
32K words of memory. The remaining
bit, the most significant bit, is used to
provide indirect addressing. If bit 5 of a
memory reference instruction is set, the
computed value is itself the address
where the processor will find the address
it requires.

If the MSB of the word read from
the indirectly addressed location is '1°,
then bits 1-15 point to a location in
memory where the next level of indirect
address resides. This process can con-
tinue indefinitely, as long as the MSB
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Fig. 3. A 9440 memory reference instruction breaks down in a similar way to the arithmetic /logic

instructions.

of each word read from memory is ‘T'.

The 9440 possesses four types of
addressing. One is absolute addressing
of page zero, i.e. the first 2566 memory
locations; the other three are relative
addressing where an eight-bit displace-
ment {part of the instruction) is treated
as a signed number and added toa 15-bit
base address in an index register, either
AC2, AC3 or the PC. Each type may be
either direct or indirect, giving a total of
eight modes. Relative addressing using
AC2 or AC3 is useful for table searches,
while program-counter-relative address-
ing is used for jumping to nearby loc-
ations when a relocatable program is
executed.

When locations octal 20 through 27
are indirectly addressed, the auto-incre-
ment feature takes over and the contents
of the selected location are first incre-
mented and the new value is treated as
the new address, which can be either
direct or indirect. Locations octal 30
through 37 are used as auto-decrement
locations in a similar fashion.

The only problem associated with
the use of a fast processor like the 9440
for the hobbyist is the cost of fast
enough memory to go with it. Fairchild
are supplying 100 ns bipolar dynamic
RAMs and a Memory Control Unit to
match the 9440. The Memory Control
Unit is necessary because the 9440 puts
both addresses and data on a single 16-
bit Information Bus (to save pins) and
these signals must be de-multiplexed.
The MCU also provides a refresh address
counter and a 7-bit address multiplexer.

There seems to be no shortage of
software for the 9440. The FIRE-1
software package supplied with the
9440 evaluation kit (US$750) includes
diagnostic routines, bootstrap, binary
loader and an interactive assembler, de-

bugger and editor. Also available is a
symbolic debugger, text editor and
FIRE-BASIC, which is a commercially-
oriented BASIC interpreter. Coming
soon are a macroassembler, disk operat-
ing system, a storage module operating
system and a FORTRAN compiler.

Intel 8086

Intel are now sampling the 8086, a new
16-bit microprocessor, which is unique
in that it executes the full set of 8085
8-bit instructions as well as a new set of
16-bit instructions. It can perform 16-
bit arithmetic, signal 8- and 16-bit arith-
metic, including multiply and divide,
and bit manipulation. Amongst its
mini-computer-like capabilities, it can
handle re-entrant code, position-indep-
endent code, dynamically relocatable
programs, and can address up to 1 mega-
byte of memory directly.

The internal architecture of the 8086
is of interest, as it uses two register files
which have different functions. A gen-
eral register file is dedicated to arithmetic
and logic functions, and contains four
16-bit general data registers {(which can
also be addressed as 8-bit registers), two
16-bit memory base pointer registers
and two 16-bit index registers. This
bank of registers can be accessed by the
data manipulation instructions; in add-
ition, certain addressing modes imply
specific registers. The relocation register
file contains the program counter and
four 16-bit segment registers which, in
use, are effectively left-shifted four bits
to indicate the starting address of four
different memory segments which can
each be up to 64K bytes in length. The
combination of the segment registers
with other registers allows the construc-
tion of addresses up to 20 bits long,
allowing an'address space of 1 Mbyte.
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The 8086 CPU splits into two parts:
the bus interface unit and the execution
unit. The execution unit is the general
register file, flags and ALU, and operates
basically independently of the bus inter-
face unit, which contains the relocation

register file. An important function of
the bus interface unit is maintaining an
optimised 6-byte fetch-ahead instruction
queue, thus keeping the memory buses
occupied regardless of the activities of
the execution unit. Most of the time,
the instruction queue is full, though
when the processor executes a jump, the
queue will have to be refilled.

The 8086 has some other interesting
features for error detection, interrupt
handling and multiprocessing systems.
It will be available in two versions, runn-
ing at 5 MHz and 8 MHz, neither of
which will be cheap, initially at least.
But then, you get what you pay for.

Z-8000

Further details are slowly coming our
way about the Zilog Z-8000, which is
claimed to out-perform Digital Equip-
ment Corp.’s PDP 11/45 minicomputer.
Unlike the 8086, the Z-8000 has not
been designed with 8080 or Z-80 com-
patibility in mind, and despite earlier
rumours, the architecture is not slanted
towards a particular high-level language.

Two versions of the Z-8000 will be
available. A 40 pin type can address up
to 64 Kbytes in each of six address
spaces: a program storage area, data
storage area and a stack area, each of
which can operate in a normal or system
mode. The 48-pin version uses a similar
scheme to the 8086 to build 24-bit
addresses, and through its extra eight
pins can address up to 8 Mbytes, or, if
the six address spaces are used, up to 48
megabytes! This is probably more than
most hobbyists are ever likely to need!

The 2-8000, although a 16-bit
machine, can also handle 32-bit words,
BCD digits, and strings. The 16-bit
registers in the CPU can (with one
exception) be used as index registers,
and the first eight can be used as sixteen
eight-bit registers. Although designed to
run at 4 MHz clock speed, so memory
will not be expensive, it is claimed that
because of its architecture, it runs five
to ten times faster than eight bit types,
including the Z80A.

Looking at these upcoming designs,
it seems as though 16-bit microprocess-
ors have a lot to offer the computer
hobbyist and small business user. It will
be interesting to see how these process-
ors start to appear in systems - whether
the S100 bus is adapted or whether new,
more specialised bus structures appear.

.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF CCTV SYSTEM FROM
JAVELIN IN A SINGLE CARTON

Javelin's JMS-30 and JMS-40 Mini Security Systems bring security back to basics.

It's as easy to install as plugging in a T.V. set. The do-it
will pay for itself in a short time. The deterrent factor
would-be thieves away. Both the JMS-30 and JMS
offered with optional two-way audio communicat
requiring audio, i.e., manager to shipping dock, babysitting,
kitchen, etc. And it's all so easy to installl

-yourself security system
alone will keep those
-40 Mini Security Systems are
lon for those installations
swimming pools to

ANDIT’S ALL SO EASY
TO INSTALL!

Call, write or phone

PHOTO SCAN

P.O. Box 588, Potts Point 2011
Phone (02) 31-0966
Trade enquiries welcome

o bt 2o tomoang ¢t s

NEBULA ELECTRONICS PTY. LTD.
15 BOUNDARY STREET,
RUSHCUTTERS BAY. 2011
PHONE: 335850

FAETTTETRF IESSERsEy |
PRI AR I AR AT

THE FOLLOWING KITS FOR THE ET! 588 THEATRICAL DIMMER

SYSTEM ARE NOW AVAILABLE.

10Amp {2400 Watt) dimmer module

This module contalns all parts which are
mounted on the PC board including the
front panel and handle but does not include
the edge connector.

20Amp (4800 Watt) dimmer module
Similar to the 10amp except higher current.

5 Way dimmer housing
This accepts up to 5 dimmer modules of
either 10 or 20amp rating. When supplied

in kit form pop-riveting equipment is needed.

It Is supplied with the edge connector but no
other sockets or plugs and with a blank rear
panel. The price of the built version depends
on sockets required.

10 Way control desk

This is a 10 Way, 2 preset unit. It is supplied
with a 12 Way ‘Jones’ plug and socket but
no mutiigore cable.

20 Way control desk

Similar to the 10 Way unit except it has two
sets of master controls which allows the desk
to be used either two seperate 10 Way units
or as a single 20 Way desk.

Prices do not include sales tax {15%) or postage.

KIT$ 60.00 each
BUILT $ 90.00 each

KIT $ 69.00 each
BUILT $ 99.00 each

KIT $135.00 each
BUILT $165.00 each

KIT $125.00 each
BUILT $185.00 each

KIT $195,00 each
BUILT $275.00 each
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Kit $99 p&p included
Assembled $124

A good investment for
computer and
microcomputer users.
Often-used subroutines,
assemblers and diagnostics
can now be economically
stored in EPROM’s. Even
users with as little as 512
bytes of RAM available can
program in steps all bits of a

"LOW COST EPROM PROGRAMMER

Features:

e Programs & reads 8K, 16K, 32K EPROM's.

e Easy and non-critical interfacing to computer
— TTL compatible, latch-type, programmable
parallel /O ports.

e Conforms to EPROM manufacturers’
programming specifications.

e Computer supervises the programming by
executing a Control Program.

e A detailed flow diagram of the Control
Program is provided and machine language
listing of the Control Program for 6800 systems if
requested.

e Power supply requirements:

1: Reg +30V/80mA or unreg.+35V to+60V/80mA.
2: +5V, -5V, +12V or only +5V for+5V EPROMs

e 4.5 x6.5" PCB mates with 22 x2,0.156" edge

e Also availabie:

Mating edge connector — $4, and
Control Program EPROM
pluggable into 6800 D2 kit.

MICROCONTROL

P.O. Box 361,
BROADWAY.
NSW. 2007.

32K EPROM.

connenector.

own ON STACKABLE 4K RAM/ROM PLANES

Memory - 3724

RAM PLANES ROM PLANES
4K’ Bytes using 32 2102s 4K bytes using 4 2708s
PCB KIT 450 nS PCB KIT (no 2708s)
$16.75 I $75.25 $16.75 $34.90

EXPANDABLE 16K MOTHER BOARD
@ All buffering and control ® Interfaces to 6800, 8080/
for 1 to 4 RAM/ROM planes 85, 2650, SC/MP etc.
® MEMORY PLANES stack ® Edge connector 43 x 2

T R
enbhsaaldesnd

on sockets way 0.156" with Motorola
® Configurable to any 8K system connections.
boundary

KIT - $49.20-

(Prices inc. tax. P & P $1.00 in Australia)

Pennywise Peripherals 19 suemar st, Mulgrave, Vie 3170.

THE COMPLETE
COMPUTER ss25.00

that does more than teach

This remarkable microcomputer is for anyone who
wants to learn more about computers. The uC1800
is a complete training package — an assembled and
tested CMOS computer, users manual and software.
Everything you’ll need to learn and apply, a small
S-100 bus expandable computer.
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ETI DIGITAL FREQUENCY METERS

COMPLETE KITS: ASSEMBLED UNITS:
1 GHz $171.00 ($195.90 inc. tax) 1 GHz $260.00 ($299.00 inc. tax)
50 MHz $151.00 (172.90 inc. tax) 50 MHz $240.00 ($276.00 inc. tax)

Pre-punched chassis and front panel. Unitsare fully assembled, tested and calib-
Top-grade crystal and oven components rated. Guaranteed against faults in parts or
supplied. All components are supplied, and workmanship for 6 months.

all are high quality and guaranteed.

Registered post is free in Australia. Service back-up is available. Air or road freight is payable by
customer (deduct $4 from purchase price). NZ and PNG customers: Tax free prices plus $2 for surface
mail or $10 for airmail (both insured). Money-back Guarantee: If not satisfied return within 7 days (in
perfect condition and in original packing, kits unassembled) for refund less postage.

J. R. COMPONENTS 5,25 casrioao. now: iz

~PIY LTD— 1 Wickham Tce, (cnr. Wharf St.) 229-6155 (Park at rear)
DEL OUND BRISBANE 35 Logan Rd, Woolloongabba. 391-7048.

IF WE CAN’T BEAT THE OPPOSITION PRICE,
WE WILL TRY TO MATCHIT . . . IF WE DON'T STOCK IT,
WE WILL TRY TO GET IT FOR YQU 2 Dl S dster?

® SPECIALS IN o

TOP QUALITY COMPONENTS comDIEte

Motorola 2N3055................... 75¢ »
Motorola MJ2955 ................ . 90c | t
gﬂi:ips §55 g glg ................... ggc e ec ronlc
ilips 741 | P S, c .
240V 3A.G. Approved su Iles
Fuse Holders ...................._ 90¢
Neon Bezels........................... 25¢
5/8. O.Z SlllCOﬂ Grease """""""" $1 .60 Wholesale, trade and mail orders welcome. Add 10%
Mm'ature TOggle post and pack. Stocks and prices valid at 12.5.78.
N R AP 70c

56 ELECTRONICS TODAY INTERNATIONAL — JUNE 1978



Project 640

David Griffiths explains hbw to fault-find on the VDU, and discusses

software.

Although it would be possible to
assemble this project and have it work
first off, the number of components and
solder joints and the tendencies of Mr
Murphy (and his famous law) make it
quite probable that something won't

be right, unless you are extra careful.

So with this in mind we have outlined a
logical procedure for debugging the
VDU.

The first check is one that applies to
all projects: a thorough inspection of
the board and soldering, looking for
bridged tracks or dry joints. Included in
this inspection should be a check of the
orientation of all components,
especially IC’s and tantalum
capacitors, and the values of all discrete
components.

Having ascertained that nothing
looks amiss with the board the next step
is to look at it at a more technical level.
First check the voltage supplies to the
board, the input to the voltage regulator
(1C42) should have between +8V and
+10V on it depending on your power
supply and there should be about +16V
on the bottom end of R26 (Zener
dropper).

An easy place to check these two
supplies after regulation and the
—3V supply, which is generated on
board, is on the pins of the character
generator ROM (IC4). Pin 1 is (or
should be) —3V, pin 2 is +5V, pin 3
is +12V.

Having checked the voltage supplies,
the easy part is over and oscilloscope is
almost mandatory from here on in. |f
you do not have a CRO think
seriously about where you can acquire
access to one.

With the aid of the CRO, the first
thing to look for is output from the
12 MHz Master Oscillator (1C9). Pin 2
of 1C9 should carry a 12 MHz square
wave with an amplitude of at least
3.5V, which will probably look some-
what sinusoidal unless you have a wide
bandwith CRO. If this output is missing
check around the oscillator discrete

components and the supply pins of IC9.
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At this point we are assuming that no
output at all is being obtained. If you
already have a display of some sort you
can skip various bits of this material as
you think appropriate.

Sync Pulse Generator

Next check for output from the Sync
Pulse Generator. Pin 4 of |1C41a should
have a waveform like fig. 1 {negative
going 5 us pulse every 64 us) and pin
12 should have a waveform like fig. 2
{negative going 300 us pulse every

20 ms). If either of these waveforms

is not present check the outputs and
inputs of the dual monostable that is
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Project 640

generating them. Note that actual
voltage levels are extremely important
in this area of the circuit as MOS
chips are interfacing with LS TTL
chips. In the prototype one MQOS

chip was encountered that would

not sink its specified output current
and hence the TTL chip being driven
did not recognize a logic O (below

0.8 V).

A 2 MHz signal shouid be seen at pin
8 of 1C40 (divide by six stage from the
Master Osc.) then 15,625 kHz
(period 64 us) should be on pin 4
1C39. 1C38 pin 12 should be
31,250 kHz and pin 14 should be 50 Hz
{20 ms period).

If any output is not present check
the input of the chip concerned, then if
this is correct suspect the chip; but
don’t overlook the possibility of
something else holding a short on its
output. An easy way of checking for a
short is to bend the output pin up (if
sockets are used) and measure it
completely open circuit.

Before speaking too harshly about
any chip remember to check its supply
voltage (and earth) and check that it is
plugged in the right way round!

Positioning Monostables

The vertical and horizontal positioning
monostables (1C3a & I1C3b) are triggered
by the leading edge of Vertical and
Horizontal sync respectively. The
output of each of these monos should
look like the input with the pulse width
being dependent on the associated
trimpot. The horizontal positioning
mono is held reset when the End Of
Page (EOP) flip flop is set, so if you are
getting the correct output from the
Horizontal positioning mono you can
skip the next paragraph.

The Q output of the Vertical
positioning mono is differentiated by
R3. R4, & C1 to give a negative going
pulse on the reset input of the EQP
flip flop. (IC2a, pin 2). This pulse
should look like fig. 3. If this flip flop
is not resetting check the discrete
<components in the differentiator. If
the EOP flip flop is being reset correctly
then the Horizontal positioning mono
has no excuse for not working.

The End Of Line (EOL) flip flops
(IC1b, IC2b) are reset by a differentiator
similar to the one just described above
(R1, R2, C2). The wave form on pin 6
of IC's 1b & 2b should be like fig. 4.
The EOL ff's hold the entire counter
chain when set, so it is necessary to
obtain the correct output from both
EOL ff's before venturing any further.

Sus

Fig. 1. Waveform atpin 1 of IC41.

64us

Note: logic ‘I’ voltage could be
between 3 volts and 5 volts

300us

. 20mS =
< ——
Fig. 2, Waveform atpin 12 of IC41.
3V
OVERE_ N 8 &
20mS

v

Fig. 3. This waveform should be seen on the reset input of IC2A {pin 2).

Counter Chain
The first counter is the one which counts
the bits across each character (IC13,
7490). This counter is wired to reset to
zero when it reaches a count of nine
and is inhibitted from counting (by the
EOL ff) by having a reset nine (pin 6)
held on it, which takes priority over
reset zero. This counter is clocked at
12 MHz and the QD output (fig. 5) on
pin 11 is used to load the shift register,
clock the next counter (IC12) and clock
the flipflops (IC18A and 1C188B).
Remember that you will see gaps in
the counter waveforms as they are

inhibitted from counting for about 13 us
at the end of each line and also during
the vertical blanking period for about
1 ms.

On the outputs of IC12 you should
see a normal binary count, counting
once for each character (each pulse
from QD of 1C13). This count should
also be seen on the QB and QC outputs
of IC11. The first (QA) and last (QD)
flipflops in IC11 are not used.

As the QC output of IC11 goes low,
(after the 64th pulse into 1C12) it will
set the first EOL ff (IC2B). (Check that
the link, LK1, between IC11 and IC28B
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is installed). One character width later,
the second EOL ff (IC1B) will set as the
QC output of the first counter goes low.

The Row of Character counter (IC15,
7493) counts once every time IC2B
sets, so on the Q outputs of [C15 you
should see a binary count once every
line (64 ys).

Line of Screen Counter
IC10 is another 4 bit binary counter
that counts which line of characters is
being produced. It is clocked when IC15
reaches a count of 12 (via IC16/3).
Having ascertained that all the
counters are working, the next thing to
check is that the count is reaching the
RAMs via the address multiplexers. The
simplest way to do this is by a look at
each address pin of the end RAM (IC31)
(pins 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,14,15,16) ensuring
that there is a waveform on each pin
without worrying what the waveform
looks like. Before doing this, however,
check the select pin of any of the three
multiplexers (IC19, 20, 21 — pin 1),
which should all be logic zero. If they
are not, the board is being addressed
and a check around the board address
decoding is required (see below).

Bus Interface

Before looking at the video gating, SR
and ROM, it may be desirable to check
the interfacing to the bus so that known
patterns of characters can be written
into the RAM.

Firstly, write ‘00" Hex to the first
location using your processor’s monitor
program and then read it back. Repeat
this process with some other characters,
or better still, write a simple program to
write, then read, all 256 bit patterns
to all locations in the first 1 K of the
VDU. If the memory tests all right (i.e.
what gets written also gets.read) then
you can skip the next section. Remember
when checking the second K of memory
that only the lowest order two bits are
stored.

Select an address for the board, e.g.
FO00 — F7FF, (not F800 — FFFF) and
put the processor in a loop reading from
the first address of the VDU (e.g. FO0O).
The output of the address decoder
{1C34) should be normally high with a
pulse going low every 20 us or so in a
typical system. The link connected to
pin 7 of IC34 should be connected to
earth.

Pin 12 of IC 33 should look almost
identical to the previous waveform. If
the program is now altered to read from
the last location of the VDU, e.g. F7FF,
the same waveform should be seen on
IC33 pin 8. Change the program to
write repeatedly to the first location

fig. 4.

v

64us

Fig. 4. The waveform on pin 6 of IC’s 18 and 28.

and you should see a similar waveform
on IC33 pin 6.

Now fill the screen with an assort-
ment of characters, by writing an
incrementing count to each location;
for example ‘00’ in F0OO, ‘01 in F0O01,
‘02’ in FOO2, etc.

Note: this can be done by altering the
MOV M,A to a MOV M,L (75H) in
the 8080/Z80 page clear routine.

If you put this pattern right through
the second K of memory as well, every
second character will flash and every
second pair will be graphics.

The waveforms around the ROM and
shift register are constantly changing,
making it virtually impossible to trigger
an oscilloscope, but this doesn‘t matter
as the actual waveforms are not
important. As long as a changing wave-
form with suitable amplitude (3.5 — 4 V)
is seen on all appropriate pins then all
is well.

All the address pins to the ROM
should fall into this category. Check
pins 4, 8,9, 11, 12, 15, 16 of IC4. If
any pin is found to be held either high
or low or i f the amplitude is less than 3 V
then look for shorts around this pin.

Continue checking all inputs and
outputs of the multiplexers (IC's 14, 5,
6) and the inputs of the SR (IC7). On
the output of the SR (pin 9) you should
see a waveform that begins to resembie
a video signal, i.e. a constantly changing
waveform with gaps at horizontal and
vertical blanking rates.

Inverse Video
The digital information is inverted by
IC17 to create black on white characters.
If any problems exist in this area check
around the D flipflop (IC18A).

The output from the BOW inverter
{IC17 pin 8) has the blanking added to
it by the diode OR gate (negative logic)
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from the second EOL ff IC1B. The
output is also forced to black at this
point by the transistor whenever the
processor accesses the VDU, If this
point (IC16 pin 12) is being held low,
lift the diode to IC1B and the collector
of the transistor in turn to isolate the
cause.

Flashing

The signal is forced to black whenever
a flashing character is being accessed
but not displayed by IC16/2. If there
IS No output or a character cannot be
selected as flashing, check that the 555
(IC8) is producing a 2 Hz square wave
on pin 3 and that all signals around the
D flipflop appear normal.

Video and Sync Combiner
The only thing that stands between this
point and a genuine composite video
signal is a handful of discrete
components.

A composite video signal is nominally
1 V peak to peak (i.e. from the bottom
of sync to the top of white level) and
syncs comprise only about 0.3 V of this
overall 1V. It is possible to wind the
output level up to about 4 V using the
‘video level’ trimpot if your monitor
needs this much drive.
Conclusion
The approach outlined above is really
just a logical approach to faultfinding
any digital circuit; start at one end and
work to the other until a chip is found
that is not producing the correct output
for the given input. Normally it is not
necessary to go through the entire
circuit in this fashion as an educated
guess can put the fault in a particular
part of the circuit.

Remember, every minute of care
taken in assembly is worth hours of
debugging. Good luck and good hunting.
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Project 640

incoming messages while another area is

gg ;8 00 tgx 200020 outgoing message preparation area with
il LOOP: STA A X maybe a line at the top of the page
3\1 L INX giving log information, like callsign,
ST i s B cvaonr\'féda.nd location of station being
:Zgg F8 g'_\"_: LOOP The first part of the driver software,

which it becomes immediately obvious
is necessary, is a screen clear routine, as
the VDU displays chaotic conglomer-

ation of characters and graphics when it

Fig. 5. 6800 screen clear rou tine. This is not located at any particular address.

BOOO 21 00 FO LXlI H ‘F000’ is first powered up. This routine is very
B003 3E 20 MVI A ‘20 simple as all it needs to do is write
B00S5 77 MOV M A blanks all over the screen and set the
B0O06 23 INX H flashing and graphic bits for each
B007 7C MOV A H character to zero. The ASCII code for a
B008 FE F8 CPl 'F8’ blank is 20H and the flashing and
BOOA C2 03 BO JNZ B003 graphic bits are the two least significant
BOOD C9 RET bits, so if the program writes ‘20H’

1024 times to make the screen blank

Fig. 6. 8080/280 screen clear routine, shown assembled to start at BOOO. and then continues to write ‘20H’

! START )

Initialize counter to
start of screen
address.

fnitialize
accumulator to
blank ‘20 H’

Output acc. to
address given by
counter

Increment
counter

Has
counter
reached end
of VDU?

RETURN

Fig. 7. Flow chart for the screen clear rou tine.

Software

As with all peripherals it is necessary to
have some driver software that knows
what the peripheral wants. In this case
it is necessary to keep a counter in soft-
ware of where the next character is to
be written and to do decoding for any
control functions that it is desired to
implement. The normal way this driver
would be used is to call it as a subroutine
every time it is desired to output a
character with the character to be out-
put being passed in a particular register.
The driver then looks at the character
to determine if it is a control character
(such as cariiage control, or backspace
etc) and if itisn’t then it is placed on
the screen at the cursor position and the
cursor is moved on one place. Since the
cursor is something written by the soft-
ware you can select a variety of cursor
symbols. The most useful being to use a
black on white character, so when the
cursor is sitting over a blank (as it
usually is) then it appears as a white
block, and when it is backspaced over
characters, it is still possible to read the
character.

Of course this driver is the normal
method of outputting characters, simply
operating as a ‘glass Teletype’ with no
programming complications. If you wish
to use any of the other facilities of the
VDU you simply don‘t call this driver
and access the VDU directly as memory.

A program written for some special
application, such as a Radio Teletype
(RTTY) substitute can use multiple
cursors simply by keeping several
counters of output position. Thus one
area of the screen could be reserved for

another 1024 times to eliminate any
graphics or flashing characters then our
object has been achieved. The program
to do this can be written in a lot less
space than it takes to describe it, see the
flowchart in figure 7.

The listings given are not minimized
completely but are written to agree
with the flowchart for clarity. As you
can see all the programs refer to the
start of the VDU as ‘FOOOH’, this is
where | have located the VDU in my
system so that it is up near the top of
memory and out of the way of program
space. It is not advisable to put the
VDU at ‘F800’, the very top of memory,
as the processor’s bus will usually ‘float
high’ when tri-stated and hence attempt
to write to the VDU and blank the
screen. |f the choice of ‘FOOOH’ doesn’t
conflict with your existing memory
map | recommend you use this address
to facilitate any software interchange.

Software beyond this is best left to
the individual constructor, as everyone
has different requirements. It is not
difficult to write the simple routines
necessary to update the cursor and write
characters onto the screen, but there are
so many processors in use at present
that it is of little value to give them for
one particular processor. We are,
however considering the possibilities of
expansion of the 8080 Octal monitor
published in our December 1977 issue
and when (and ifl) we get it all running
we shall no doubt publish it.

In the meantime, we are interested in
hearing from readers who have written
software compatible with the 640 VDU
and will consider publishing software
in a section similar to ldeas for
Experimenters (for payment, of coursel).
Reader feedback is invaluable and we
would like to hear of your experiences,
perhaps for publication to aid other
readers.
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DIODES/ZENERS SOCKETS/BRIDGES TRANSISTORS, LEDS, etc.
1N914 100v 10mA .05 8pin pcb 20 ww .35 g:gggg E;r; {2N2222 Plastic .10} :g
1N4005 600v 1A .08 14-pin  pcb 20 ww .40 : .
1N4007 1000V 1A 15 B P 0 ww 40 | NX04  WeN (Pawe- Uomerkedt 0
1N4148 75v 10mA .05 18-pin  pcb .25  ww .75 2N3054 NPN .35
1N4733 51v 1 W Zener .25 22.pin pcb .36 ww .95 %_’;‘3?;? ’;‘;’; "D5A|_ G?V gg
1N753A 6.2v 500 mW Zener .25 24-pin  pcb .36 ww .95 £ 7. Gein| N9 o .
1N758A 10v " 25 28pin  pcb 45 ww 125 LED Green, Red. Cloar Yelon, ode 135
IN759A 12v " 25 40-pin pcb .50 ww 1.25 MAN?’.:3 g ; seg com-anoge gged) : ‘:gg
: o x MAN361 seg com-anode (Orange .
:Zggjza ":3‘; g %-:_: Molex pins .01 To-3 Sockets .25 mﬁmgiﬁ ; seg com_an?::dgyﬁriv;,, :gg
3 X -Ci e P
1N52458 16v 25 2 Amp Bridge  100-prv = A aee. 7 seg com-cathode (Red) 1.26
25 Amp Bridge  200-prv 1.95
C MOS =0T TS
4000 15 7400 10 | 7473 .25 74176 .85 74H72 .35 745133 A0
4001 15 7401 15 7474 .30 74180 .55 l 74H101 75 745140 .55
4002 .20 7402 15 7475 .35 74181 2.25 74H103 55 745151 .30
4004 3.95 7403 15 | 7476 .40 74182 .75 74H106 .95 745153 .35
4006 .95 7404 10 | 7480 .55 74190 1.25 745157 .75
4007 .20 7405 .25 7481 .75 74191 95 | 74L00 .25 745158 .30
4008 .75 7406 .25 7483 .75 74192 .75 74102 20 745194 1.05
4009 .35 7407 55 | 7485 .55 74193 .85 74103 25 745257 (8123) 1.05
4010 .35 7408 15 7486 .25 74194 .95 74104 .30 ‘
4011 .20 7409 15 7489 1.05 74195 .95 74110 20 74LS00 .20
4012 .20 7410 15 7490 .45 74196 95 | 74L20 .35 741501 .20
4013 .40 7411 25 7491 .70 74197 .95 74L30 45 74LS02 .20
4014 .75 7412 .25 7492 .45 74198 1.45 74147 1.95 74LS04 .20
4015 .75 7413 .25 7493 .36 74221 1.00 74L51 45 741505 .25
4016 .35 7414 .75 7494 .75 74367 .75 74L55 65 | 74LS08 25
4017 .75 7416 25 | 7495 .60 74L72 45 741509 .25
4018 .75 7417 40 7496 .80 75108A 35 | 74L73 40 74LS810 .25
4019 .36 7420 15 74100 1.15 75491 50 | 74L74 45 74LS11 .25
4020 .85 7426 25 | 74107 .25 75492 50 74L75 55 | 74LS20 .20
4021 75 7427 .25 7412 .35 | 74193 55 741521 .25
4022 .75 7430 15 74122 .55 74L123 .85 74LS22 .25
4023 .20 7432 .20 74123 .35 74H00 .15 741832 .25
4024 .75 7437 .20 74125 .45 74H01 .20 74500 .35 741537 25
4025 .20 7438 20 74126 .35 74H04 .20 | 74S02 .35 741538 .35
4026 1.95 7440 20 | 74132 .75 74H05 .20 74503 25 | 74LS40 .30
4027 .35 7441 115 | 14141 .90 74H08 .35 74504 .25 741542 .65
4028 .75 7442 .45 74150 .85 74H10 .35 74505 .35 74LS51 .35
4030 .35 7443 .45 74161 .65 74H11 .25 74508 .35 74LS74 .35
4033 1.50 7444 45 | 14183 275 74H15 .45 74510 .35 741586 .35
4034 2.45 7445 65 | 74154 .95 74H20 .25 74511 .35 74LS90 .55
4035 .75 7446 .70 74156 .70 74H21 .25 74520 .25 74593 .55
4040 .75 7447 .70 74157 .65 74H22 .40 74540 .20 7415107 .40
4041 .69 7448 50 74161 .55 74H30 .20 74550 .20 7418123 1.00
4042 65 7450 .25 74163 .85 74H40 .25 74851 .25 7418151 .75
4043 .50 7451 25 | 74164 .60 74H50 .25 74564 15 7415153 .75
4044 .65 7453 20 74165 1.10 74H51 .25 74574 .35 7415157 75
4046 1.25 7454 25 74166 1.25 74H52 15 745112 .60 7415164 1.00
4049 .45 7460 .40 74175 .80 74H53J 25 745114 .65 7415193 .95
4050 .45 7470 45 74H55 20 | 7415367 .75
4066 55 7472 .40 7415368 .65
4069/74C04 .25
4071 .25 MCT2 .95 LINEARS, REGULATORS, etc.
4081 .30 8038 395 |  Lm320T5 165 | LmM340K16 125 | LM723 40
4082 .30 LM201 75 LM320T12  1.66 | LM340K18 1.25 LM725N  2.50
MC 14409 14.50 LM301 .45 LM320T15  1.65 | LM340K24  1.25 LM739 1.50
MC 14419 4.85 LM308 (minl) .95 LM324N 1.25 78L05 .75 LM741(8-14) .25
4511 95 LM309H .65 LM339 75 78L12 .75 LM747 1.10
74C151  1.90 LM309K (340k-5)85 7805 (3a075) .95 78L15 .75 LM1307 1.25
LM310 85 LM340T12 .95 78M05 .75 LM1458 .65
9000 SERIES LM311D iy .75 LM340T15 95 LM373 2.95 LM3900 .50
9301 .85 95H03 1.10 LM318 (miny  1.75 LM340T18 .95 LM380(s-14 Py} .95 LM75451 .65
0309 .35 9601 20 LM320K 5(7905)1.65 LM340T24 95 LM709 (8,14 PIN).25 NES555 .35
0322 65 9602 45 LM320K12  1.65 LM340K12  1.25 LM711 .45 NE556 .85
MICRO'S, RAMS, CPU'S, 4 i
g INTEGRATED CIRCUITS UNLIMITED NESe? 95
745188 3.00 8214  8.95
1702A 4.50 8224  3.25
Mms5314  3.00 8228 6.00 7889 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San Diego, CA 92111 US.A.
MM§316 350 | 8251  8.50 No Minimum SPECIAL
21021 1.45 8255 10.50 an DISCOUNTS
210201 178 8713 1.50 All prices in U.S. dollars. Please add postage to cover method of Total Order  Deduct
2114 9.50 8723 150 shipping. Orders over $100 (U.S.) will be shipped air no charge. $35 - $99 205
TR16028  3.95 8124 200 Payment should be submitted with order in U.S. dollars. $100- $300 150/2
TMS 4044- 9. ; ‘e Pri ; i '
S40 9.95 311'3;,8-4 lgg All 1C’s Prime/Guaranteed. All orders shipped same day received. $301-$1000  20%
gg?g ggg %78((]]8”0 ggg Phone (714) 278-4394 BarclayCard / Access / American Express | BankAmericard / Visa / MasterCharge




Elac turntable

ELAC IS ONE of the best known manufacturers of turntablgs in Europe — in particular for its
automatic-play models. Indeed many hi-fi enthusiasts who seek auto operation will consider only
Elac.

The company is also very well known for its range of top quality stereo cartridges (on which Elac
hold miany of the original patents). Needless to say many of Elac’s cartridge products have been
specifically designed for use with auto-changer turntables.

The Elac agency has fairly recently been taken over by Atram Electronics — who also handle such
well known names as Uher, Hebel and Isophon.

Atram are anxious to make it as widely known as possible that they now distribute these fine
turntables and cartridges — and to help do so they are currently offering our readers a hitherto
unprecedented opportunity to purchase them at huge discounts — for example the PC 815 is
offered at less than half its normal retail price of$199.00. And a spare stylus (value $18.00) is thrown
in as well. Atram Electronics will back up all units with a full six months warranty for parts and
labour.

The inital offer is limited to a total of 200 units — jf demand exceeds this, Atram will arrange further
supplies — but there could be a delay of a few weeks.

In any case please allow at least three to four weeks for delivery.

Pcsjo 3199 (Retail Price $335) PC815 $99 (Retail Price $199)

/

|

{ —

The ELAC PC 810 exceeds hi-fi standard DIN 45 500 in ali

respects. It is a manual and/or fully automatic turntable with THe PC 815 must be the turntable bargain of the.year at $99!
record repeater plus automatic changer mechanism. The unit is Like the 810 the 815 exceeds DIN 45 500 mn all respects. It's
supplied complete with lid and STS 155-17 ELAC stereo magnetic basically similar to the 810 except that it's a manual and semi-
cartridge, wired as standard for use with mono, stereo or CD-4 automatic unit. Thatis it has an automatic end-of-play switch and
four channel systems. The turntable is driven by a four-pole tone arm return but it won't stack and drop records. Actually
asynchronous motor and is switchable to either 45 or 33 rpm. A EIAC’s automaics are the gentlest of their kind but many hi-fi
fine pitch control Is an invaluable feature for those who need to bufts prefer manual players anyway. For those who care about
play an instrument along with the recording. The pick-up arm is such things the wow and flutter is less than 0.10 percent and
tubular and is fully balanced in all planes. Stylus force is rumble (loaded) Is better than 58 dB.

adjustable from 1-4 grams. Anti-skating bias compensation is On top of all this, Atram are throwing in a spare stylus (value
provided for both stereo and four channel cantridges. Standard $18.00) at no charge! You'd need to hurry if you want one of these
features include — Arm lift: Push button controls: Freewheeling quickly — there's only 50 in stock — but more will be avallable to
spindie: Automatic end-of-play switch. fulfil exgess orders.
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PC830 $21|9 (Retail Price $389)

It's hardly necessary to state that the PC 830 exceeds
DIN 45 500. It leaves it way behind!

The 830 is a unique unit which combines the vibration
decoupling advantages of belt drive units with the
trouble free running of the classic idler wheel design.

In essence the 830 may be seen as a belt-drive unit but with an idler wheel drive which
automatically alds the drive belt whilst running up to speed and also during the inward and
outward movement of the pick-up arm. In addition the mechanism ensures that the drive belt is
slackened off whenever the turntable is switched off thus preventing belt stretching unevenly.
The result of all this is extraordinary smoothness reflected in a wow and flutter figure of 0.08
E‘ercent. Rumble is down to 44 dB and signal noise 64 dB.

aturally the unit operates in both manual and fully automatic modes and has a record repeater
plus auto changer mechanism.
Itis supplied with ELAC's STS 355-17 magnetic cartridge and has all the features you'd expect to
find on a near-$400 unit. But you can buy this one (for a limited period) for $249.

ELAC TURNTABLE OFFER

Please forward ELAC turntable as indicated. | enclose my cheque/postal note accordingly. Please make
cheques etc. payable to ‘ATRAM OFFER’ and post together with order form to

‘ATRAM OFFER’ C/O Electronics Today International, 15 Boundary St, Rushcutters Bay. NSW. 2011.

P OB OUB! bk i e ol e oo oo e o o e o B ot B 0 o 5F5 SRR S - e a0 P A ool B

PIEaSe SPECITY YOUT CROICE ..c.oouiiue ettt e s s

ELAC PC 810 TURNTABLE ELAC PC 815 TURNTABLE ELAC PC 830 TURNTABLE
complete with deluxe base and complete with deluxe base and complete with deluxe base and
hinged lid, including STS 155/17 hinged lid, including STS 155/17 hinged lid including STS 355/17
ELAC mdgnetic cartridge ELAC magnetic cartridge plus magnetic cartridge.

additional spare diamond stylus
$199 C 15517 $99.00 $249.00
(plus $5.00 post and packaging) (plus $5.00 post and packaging) (plus $5.00 post and packaging).

Please, please allow a minimum of three to four weeks for delivery.
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FUNCTIO!
POWER DCv ACV DCI ACI OHM

Seif

SPECIFICATIONS:

DC Volt Ranges:
AC Volt Ranges:
DC Current:

AC Current:
Resistance:

GENERAL:

Display:

Overload indication:
Power Consumption:

Weight:
Dimensions:
Accessories include

- MA

q

Ka MQ

rlNPUl]

(-)

aON Y

AOFF

DIGI-TESTER om-2000

Cat Q-1440

200mV, 2V, 20V, 200V and 1000V
100mV, 2V, 20V, 200V and 700V
200uA, 2mA, 20mA, 200mA, 2000mA
200uA, 2mA, 20mA, 200mA, 2000mA
2K, 20K, 200K, 2M, 20M ohm:s.

3% Digit 7 segment red LEDs

Flashing Display

800mw

650 grams (without batteries)

66(H) x 147(W} x 161(D)

General purpose test lead set, colour coded
(red and black) with banana jacks, and
4-1.5V penlight cells.

“ Just imagine - up to
ten times better accuracy

. . . more ranges . . . bigger

readouts. Yes it certainly
pays to pay a little more
for Seif performance!"

on/y$14500

OR TERMS FROM $14.50 DEP AND EASY
PAYMENTS TO APPROVED APPLICANTS

MAIL ORDER: WE'LL COMET FREIGHT
ANYWHERE IN AUSTRALIA FOR $5.00!

SHOPS OPEN 9AM to 5.30PM

{Saturday 9AM - 12 noon)
BRISBANE 1/2 Hous earher

mcK SMITH ELECTHONIC welcome here
YONEY. Ph. 2311 99 Lonsdale Street, MELBOURNE. Ph 679834
SYDNEY ::; ;::':s::: :m?:‘fonn pf.g.;,f:m MELBOURNE 255 s::;e.;Oa;,E;ICMMONO. Ph 82.1614
162 Pacific Hwy, GORE HILL. Ph 439.§311 BRISBANE 166 Logan Road, BURANDA. Ph 391.6233
30 Grose Streer, PARRAMATTA Ph 6831133 ADELAIDE 203 Wright Street, ADELAIOE. Ph 212.1962

MAIL ORDERS r.0. Box 747, Crows Nest, N.S.W. 2065. Post and pack extra

Many haes avalable from the
Dick Smuth Electromics Centres at

810adwey « Bondi Junction « Chatswood
Liverpool « Mirands Fair « M1 Druitt «

Dealers across Austraha Parramatta « Roselands « Wairingah Mall




W

—. SCANNING
RECEIVER

AIR TO AIR X AIR TO GROUND

Have you been frustrated with the fact that there has been no satisfactory VHF air band
receiver between the $29 tunable portable (‘toy’) and the $700 synthesised transceiver? ?

WELL HERE IS THE ANSWER. . . e

TERMS FROM
AN INCREDIBLE NEW DESIGN AUTOMATICALLY 10% DEPOSIT

SCANS UP TO NINE CRYSTAL CONTROLLED TO APPROVED
CHANNELS IN THE 118 — 136MHz AIRCRAFT BAND. cat 02809 || APPLICANTS
* Switch on the priority control and any call coming

in on the frequency you choose for channel one
will automatically over-ride calls on other channels.

* Monitor airport approach, departure and tower
frequencies all on one receiver

* Monitor numerous area frequencies

* Monitor VHF emergency locator frequencies

* Extremely sensitive (1uV) — will pick up virtually
any signal

* Amazing selectivity with crystal control: know OUTSTANDING VALUE — PRICE $ 9950
exactly what channel you are receiving
INCLUDING WHIP ANTENNA &
* Squelch control means receiver is silent while scanning VEHICLE MOUNTING BRACKET:

* Scanning rate approximately 15 channels per second Comet freight $5.00 extra to

h i ial
* Can be manually operated on 1 to 9 channels A ALStrlie

* Operates from 11 to 15 volts DC, or 240 volts AC with OPTIONAL 240V TO 12V POWER PACK FOR
optional AC adaptor. USE IN YOUR HOME, ETC: Cat M-9515.. .. $16.50

If bought separately, p&p $2.00 extra.
CRYSTALS: One per channel required. Simply plug in = no tuning necessary.
Cat No. Freq. Channel usage Cat No. Freq. Channel usage Cat No. Freq. Channel usage
D-6161 118.1 Bankstown and other towers D-6156 120.5 Adelaide/Brisbane/Melbourne/ D-6160 124.2 Adelaide approach $ 00
D-6152 118.7 Canberra/Parafield towers Sydnay towers D-6161 124.4 Sydney approach H
D-6153 118.9 Melbourne departure D-6157 120.9 Automatic information service D-6162 124.7 Brisbane/Melbourne approach EAC

D-6154 119.1 Club frequency D-6158 122.1 Area frequency D-6163 125.3 Sydney departure
0-6155 119.4 Sydney Approach D-6159 123.0 Sydney departure D-6164 1258 Area frequency

OTHER FREQUENCIES AVAILABLE TO ORDER: Delivery approx. 4 weeks. Cat D-6170 .. .. $9.00 each (Specify frequency).

SHOPS OPEN 9AM 10 5 J0PM
m {Seturday 9AM 12 nnun
4 BRISBANE | 2 Huue »arlees
welcome here

SYDNEY s 4 ¢ - 20 112 R g ANY TERMS DFHERED ARE TO
York Street. SYONEY Ph 1126 99 | onsdale Stieet. MELBOURNE Ph 679834 APPROVED APPLICANTS DNLY
147 Hume Hwy, CHULLORA Ph 642 8922 MELBUU NE 656 Bridge Road, RICHMOND Ph 42 1614

162 Pacific Hwy, GORE HILL Ph 439 5311 BRISBANE 166 Lacan Ruad. BURANDA Ph 391 6233
30 Grose Street, PARRAMATTA Ph 683 1133 ADELAIDE 203 wesgh Strert. ADELAIDE Ph 2121962 GRAC BRS
MAIL ORDERS P.0. Box 747, Crows Nest, N.SW. 2065. Post and packing extra Dealess across Austraha oy w S

P




We get many enquiries from readers
wanting to know where they can get
kits for the projects we publish. The
list below indicates the suppliers we
know about and the kits they do.

Any companies who want to be
included in this list should phone LES
BELL on 33-4282.

Key to companies:

A Applied Technology Pty. Ltd. 109 -
111 Hunter St, Hornsby. 2077.
NSW.

€C Amateur Communications
Advancements, PO Box 57, Rozelle,
NSW.

D Dick Smith Pty. Ltd. of Crows
Nest, NSW. {(see Ads. for address).

E All Electric Components (formerly
ED & E Sales), 118 Lonsdale Street
Melbourne, Victoria, 3000.

J Jaycar Pty. Ltd. 405 Sussex St.,
Sydney 2000.

L Delsound Pty. 1 Wickham Terrace.
Queensland.

M Mode Electronics. PO Box 365,
Mascot 2020. -

N Nebula Electronics Pty. Ltd. 15 —
19 Boundary St., Rushcutters Bay
2011. NSw.

v

p Pre-Pac Electronics. 718 Parramatta
Rd., Croydon NSW 2132,

T Townsville Electronics Centre.
281E Charters Towers Rd,
Rising Sun Arcade, Hermit Park. 4812

PROJECT ELECTRONICS

ETI 041 Continuity Tester. . . . . . . . DS
ETI 043 Headsor Tails . . . . . . . DATSE
ETI 044 Two-Tong Doorbell. . . . DATSE
ETI 045 500 Second Timer . . . . . .. DS
ETI 047 Morse Practice Set . . . . . .. DS
ETI 048 BuzzBoard ., .. ...~< .. .. DS
ETI 061 Simple Amplifier . . . . . . DATS
ETI 062 Simple Amplifier ’I‘uner W ADSE
ETI 063 Electronic Bongo’s . . . . . . . DS
ETI 064 EBUREOON . 1| o 'wia s o.u'd & LN ATS
ETI 065 Electronic Siren. . . . . . . .. DS
ETI 066 Temperature Alarm. . . . ADTSE
ETI 067 Singing Moisture Meter. . . . . D
ETI 068 DadiDice.I% o s siv's "2 = o ADSE
ETI 072 2-Octave Organ . . . . ... .. DS
ETI 081 Tachometer . . . ... . .. ... E
66

RITS FOR
_ETI PROJECTS

TEST EQUIPMENT
ETI 102 Audio Signal Generator . . E.DS
ETI 10 Lab Power Suppiy . ... .. .
ETI 107 Widerange Voltmeter. . . . . . E
ETI 108 Decade Resistance Box. . . . .
ETI 109 Digital Frequency Meter . .
ETI 111 IC Power Supply . . .. . .
ETI 112 Audio Attenuator. . . , . . . . ES
ETI 113 7-Input Thermocouple Meter P E
ETI 116 Impedance Meter . . . . . . .. ES
ETI 117 Digital Voltmeter . , . . . . E.AS
ETI 118 Simple Frequencv Counter E_AS
ETI 119 5V Switching

Regulatorsupply . . . . .. . ETS
ETI 120 Logic Probe . . . . . . . . L.ES
ETI 121 Logic Pulser . . . . . . . . L.,ES
ETI 122 Logic Tester . , .« .'. a0 v + .0 ES
ETI 123 CMOS Tester . . .. . .. ... ES
ETI 124 Tone Burst Generator . . . . . ES
ETI 128 Audio Millivoltmeter . . . . . L.ES
ETI 129 RF Signal Generator « ¢ LB
ETI 130 Temperature Meter . . . . . . E
ETI 131 General Purpose power

Y 2 s b oae BAY K s E.N
ETI 132 Power Supply . . . . .. ... NSE
ETI 133 PR MUERT « & vl e L w E
ETI 134 True RMS Voltmeter. . . . . . E
SIMPLE PROJECTS
ETI 206 Metronome . . .. ... ....
ETI 218 Monophonic Organ
ETI 219 R . qTe = B s
ETI 220 R
ETI 222 Transistor Tester
ETI 234 Simple Intercom . . ... . . . T
ETI 236 Code Practice Oscillator . . . ., .E
ETI 239 Breakdown Beacon. . . . . . . .E
ETI 240 High Powered

Emergency Fasher . . . . . . . E

,

MOTORISTS’ PROJECTS
ETI 301 WAKEWIPer . « & coud s « & i ET
ETI 302 Tacho Dwell. . . . ... ... ET
ETI 303 Brake-light Warning. . . . . . .E
ET1 305 CaiPAIATIN & w ;& bl o 58 - E
ETI 309 Battery Charger « g = ABWE
ETI 312 CDI Electronic Ignition . . .P.ET
ETI 313 CanAlarm » « s & aic » 3 E.DT
ETI 316 Transistor Assisted Ignition . . E
ETI 317 Rev. Monitor . . . . . . . E

AUDIO PROJECTS

ETI 401 Audio Mixer FET Four Input . .E
ETI 406 One Tr%nsnstor Recelver et T
ETI 408 Spring Reverb. Unit. . . . . | | . E
ETI 410 Supor Stereo. .E
ETI 413 100 Watt Guitar

ATEDE 8 Ye T 5l o s P.L.J.DT
ETI 413 x 200 Watt Bridge Amp ... . .SE
ETI 414 Master Mixer. e W
ETI 416 25 Watt Amplifier, . . . . . . | E
ETI 417 Amp Overload Indicator . . . . .E
ETI 419 Guitar Amp Pre-Amo. P.E.DT
ETI 420 Four-channei Amplifier . . . L.E
ETI 420E SQ Decoder . . . . ... .. ...
ETI 422 International Stereo Amp SL.D
ETI 422B Booster Amp P
ETI 422 50 Watt Power Module . . . . | . E
ETI 423 Add-on Decoder Amp . . . . . .
ETI 424 Spring Reverberatlon Unit. SL.E
ETI 425 Integrated Audio System. . . . .E
ETI 426 Rumble Filter . . . . .. . . . . | E
ET1 427 Graphic Equaliser. . . > L.E,J
ETI 429 Simple Stereo Ampllher . . B
ETI 433 Active Crossover . . . . . . . . J
ETI 435 Crossover Amp . . . . ... .. J
ETI 438 Audio Level Meter L. ES
ETI 440 Simple 25 Watt Amp . -
ETI 441 Audio Noise Generator. L,ES
ETI 443 Compressor-Expander . . . . E.J.
ETI 444 Five Watt Stereo . . . . . . . ES
ETI 445 Preamp. .. ... ..... J.E.D
ETI 446 Audio Limlter ....... Jd
ETI 447 BRSOy - Juf awigyue o o' LS EJ

ET! 449 Balanced Mic Preamp. oo wilH
ETI 480 50 W, 100 W Power Amp e e A
ETI 480P PowerSupply . . ....... DAT
ETI 481 12V to 40V DC Inverter. . . . E
ETI 482A Preamp Module . . . . . . . . AE
ETI 482B Tone Controller. . . . . . . . AE
ETI 484 Compressor Expander .. . ., . . E
ETI 485 Graphic Equalizer . . RS
ETI 480 50w, 100W Power Amp . . ADBE
MISCELLANEOUS
ETI 502 Emergency Flasher . . . . . . | E
ETI 503 Burglar AMITR. . s« b8 11+ ¢ ET
ETI 505 Strobe . . ... ... .. L.E.D
ETI 506 Infra-Red Alarm. . . . . 2 WL
ET1 509 50-Day Timer . . .. ... .... E
ETI 512 Photographic Timer. . . . . . . . E
ETI 513 Tape Slide /Synchroniser . . . . . E
ETI 514 Flash Unit

Sound Operated. . . . . .. ... E
ETI 515 Flash Unit

Light operated. . . . . . . . ... E
ETI 518 Light Beam Alarm . .. ... . ET
ETI 525 Drill Speed Controller . . . . . . E
ETI 528 Home Burglar Alarm . . P.ET MS
ETI 529 Electronic Poker Machine = . . .
ETI 532 L o e A T T E
ETI 533 Digital Display. . . . . . . L.E.AS
ETI 534 Calculator Stopwatch. . . . . A.D
ETI 539 Touch Switeh . . . . . .. ol &
ETI 540 Universal Timer. . . . . .. .ES
ETI 541 Train Controller. . . . . .. .ET
ETI 543 Double Dice . . . .. . ... ... A
ETI 544 Heartrate Monitor. . . . . . . . AE
ETI 546 GSR Meter. . . . .. . . L
ETI 547 Telephone Bell Extender. . . | E
ETI 5438 Photographic Strobe bl e D
ETI 549 Induction Balance

Metal Locator. . . . . . . v
ETI 581 Dual Power Supply . . . . . . . E
ETI 5682 House Alarm. . . . . .. .. .. E
ETI 583 Gas Alarm . . . . .. ... .. ME
ETI 586 Shutter Speed Timer. . . . . | E
ELECTRONIC MUSIC
ETI 601

4600 Synthesiser. . . . ., .. .. ... J
3600 Synthesiser. . . . . .. ... .. .J

ETI 602 Mini Organ. . ., . . . .. .. E.A.D
ETI 604 Accentuated Beat Metronome. .E
COMPUTER PROJECTS
ETI 630 Hex Display . . . . . . . AE
ETI 631 VDU Keyboard Encoder. . . . AE
ETI 632 VDU 1 k x 8 Memory Card . . AE
ETI 633 VDU Syne Generator. . . . . AE

RADIO PROJECTS

ETI 701 TV Masthead Amplifier . . . E,D
ETI 702 Radar Intruder Alarm . . . . | DE
ETI 703 Antenna Matching Unit .E
ETI 704 grosshatchIDot
enerator . . L.A.D.ES

ETI 706 Marker Generator .
ETI 707 Modern Solid State

Converters . . . . . . . C.E
ETI 708 Active Antenna . . . . . .E
ETI 709 RF Attenuator . A b emIE)
ETI 710 2 metre Booster. . . C.E
ETI 711B Single Relay Remote Control .
ETI 711C Double Relay Remote

ComEOLL™ s g = ¢ o' & 3 uhielad g AE
ITLTLIE IG5 o ps o e s ile A
ETI 711 AR Remote Control Transmitter . AE
ETI 711 DR Remote Control Decoder A
ETI 712 CB Power Supply . . . . .. .. E
ETI 740 BN Toner . . .wu'e a% b'. AE
ETI 780 Novice Transmitter. . , . . . . .
ELECTRONIC GAMES
ETI 804 Selecta-Game . . . . . . . 0.A.DS
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WHAT'S BLACK & WHITE
AND TURNS 2=METRE
OPERATORS GREEN ?

THE KENWOOD TR- 7200

This is the one, the Kenwood TR-7400 FM mobile coverage with PLL frequency synthesizer provides
transceiver of 25/10 watts and complete 2 metre you with all existing and proposed Australian
band coverage (144-148 MHz). It has the largest repeaters. A convenient front panel switch offsets
digital readout in its class, and the 800 channel the transmit frequency up or down 600 kHz.

WHENEVER YOU WANT TO MOVE UP — KENWOOD HAS THE WAY

2§D S|

R-300 alt band or ham
band communications

TS-700 2-metre VHF ait =
mode transceiver / it -

receiver The new < .
TR-2200 2-metre VHF TS-520S HF transceiver & &
FM portable receiver — ideal for the novice 2 AZ &
ev" P o

Your nearest Kenwood dealer will be happy to give you more information on the
entire Kenwood range of amateur radio products including the remarkahble new
TR-7400. Contact him direct or write to us at: A

r
International Marketing Dept. OQ“}
&

T0 & & SN
KY A
0 150, JAPAN & &

Communications Equipment &
KENWOOD 550 o ¢ I
5.Chome. SHIBUYA — KU G & F
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First BIFET op amp family,
TIS new TLO8O0 ser