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This is the first issue of The Broadcaster and we hope you like
the contents and format.

Launching the first issue has not been an easy task. The major
problem has been to decide which contributions to include and
which to carry over to subsequent issues.

We have started off in a modest way with only 12 pages but
should there be sufficient interest and demand, content and
coverage will be increased.

Subject to the availability of suitable contributions future articles
will include staff hobbies, holidays, a broadcasting crossword,
humorous anecdotes and others.

Our aim is to ensure that you find The Broadcaster interesting
and informative and we welcome any comment from staff on its
acceptance and means of improving its effectiveness.

JACK ROSS
Editor

Contributors this Issue:
Leon Sebire
Les Chidgey
Mike Dallimore
Jack Ross
Ray Weeks
Chris Dobson
Doug Sanderson
Graham Shaw

Front cover: Radio Australia, Darwin.

Cartoon supplled by courtesy of The Northern Yérrztory News
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Every organisation is highly dependent on a number of ‘back
room’ people for its successful operation — key staff who are not
always in the limelight but who perform vital tasks.

The Broadcasting Directorate is no exception and has a number
of highly important sections and groups that fall into this category.
Operational Services in Central Office is such a group — not
always seen by the field staff but its efficient operation is vital to
the smooth running of our international broadcasting obligations
through the Radio Australia transmitting stations.

This article prepared by Chris Dobson outlines two areas of
activity,

It is interesting to note that about 180 people at the studios
and some 120 people in Telecom are involved in the daily running
of Radio Australia. This year about $9.6m will be spent by the
ABC and about $9.8m by Telecom on Radio Australia operations.

It is the responsibility of the Broadcasting Operational Services
Section at Central Office to ensure that all this expense and effort
results in audible signals for listeners in the target countries. So,
as an introductory article for this news letter, I though it might
be useful to outline, briefly, the two main areas of activity. These
are: frequency scheduling and monitoring.

Frequency Scheduling

There are four seasonal periods for which Radio Australia
schedules must be prepared. They correspond closely with the four
seasons of the year during which the ionisation of the ionosphere,
at a given time of day, is assumed to be constant.

Preparation of each schedule commences six months in advance,
with final notification being given to the International Frequency
Registration Board (IFRB) four months before the start date. All
short-wave broadcasting authorities, who are members of the
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), must notify the
IFRB so that a list, showing intended usage of the HF spectrum,
can be published in time to allow frequency co-ordination to be
carried out between authorities. (Telecom acts as the authority
on behalf of the Department of Communications in relation to
RA scheduling).

Preparation of each schedule begins at a meeting with the ABC
to determine what their program requirements are expected to be.
(The basic priorities for RA are worked out by a government
committee comprising representatives from the various interested
bodies, including the Department of Foreign Affairs). Also the
Ionospheric Prediction Service in Sydney is requested to provide
a set of predictions for us so that we can select the optimum
broadcasting band for each transmission. Next we allocate
available resources to fit as closely as possible the outline of
program times, optimum bands and priority worked out earlier.

When new frequencies must be found an initial selection is made
based on the current band occupancy. Final selection, within a
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particular band, is often made by a monitor in, or near, the target
area. There is no substitute for having someone on the spot for this.

Once a schedule comes into operation, there remains the task
of co-ordinating any changes brought about through equipment
failures and to carefully monitor each transmission to ensure
continuing audibility.

Monitoring

By far the most difficult and time consuming of our work is
the effective monitoring of our overseas broadcasts.

A major source of information is our paid monitors living in
the target areas. We have about 40 monitors who send us weekly
reception reports. Analysis of monitors reports is carried out with
the help of a range of computer programs.

A friendly, informal contact is maintained with our monitors
who receive regular payments for their efforts.

Monitors reception data is entered directly onto the computer
each day.

A major problem is that whilst monitors will tell you whether
a transmission is good or bad, it is often difficult, if not impossible
for them to identify sources of interference, so that offending
broadcasters can be contacted with a request to move. It is also
very difficutlt to find monitors capable of finding clear, or quiet,
channels when we are obliged to change frequency. What we do,
when we can, is put a test transmission on a likely frequency and
ask monitors for reports.

As well as receiving weekly reports from monitors, we have
reciprocal monitoring arrangements with 23 overseas countries
and receive regular reports from an additional 6. We also exchange
bandscan information.

The staff of High Park receiving station Kilmore, Victoria,
provide weekly, reciprocal reports and periodical bandscans to
our overseas colleagues.

Altogether we receive a very large amount of information every
day which we must try to digest if we are to keep ourselves
appraised of the performance of Radio Australia, and developments
in the short wave broadcasting environment.

Chris Dobson

The Imposter
1928
Sir,

[ pay a lot of money for my wireless licence and 1 expect quality
and accuracy in the programs. Do you check the credentials of
the speakers who talk on your station? That blithering idiot last
Monday evening who spoke on 3LO about his trip to the South
Seas has never been there. I have known him all his life — much
to my sorrow — and the only boat trip he has ever made was
up the Yarra River one Saturday night on a pleasure trip.

You should have checked the facts when he said he earned his
living with a pen. He is not a writer at all. He is a pig farmer
and the only pens he has are for the pigs.

Yours etc.

4RK Newsreader:
“T'he man was pissed off the end of the jetty. (Pause.) I think that
should read: ‘The man was pushed off the end of the jetty”

2BL commentator describing visit to bakery during Easter: “The
cross hot bums, er — [ mean hot cross buns were taken from the
oven’

Announcer:
“The time at 3LO is bang on. Any minute, if you're lucky, you
will hear the GPO Chimes”

3AR announcer reading a list of places of entertainment in
Melbourne:
“If you have nothing on tonight, ladies, I suggest you go to the
concert at the Williamstown Town Hall”

3LO racing commentator at Flemington at the end of a hot
day and a few drinks:
“T'hat last race was over nine furlongs - er - ah - well, you all know
of course that’s a mile”
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