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We have all heard the saying, “Life was not meant to be
easy”. Well, for some broadcasting staff, simply getting to work
was not meant to be easy either. Technical considerations have
a major influence on the location of a broadcasting station
— whether sound or television — and some sites are diffi-
cult to access by staff who may have to travel to and from
there on a daily basis.

For most city people, getting to work might be a pleasant
half hour journey in a bus, train or car, but for some of our
field staff, the daily journey can be tiring, hazardous and
indeed a challenge.

In this Issue, we highlight problems experienced by staff
in travelling — if they can — during winter to and from work
at Hobart television station ABT2. In a following Issue we tag
along with the Radio Australia Cox Peninsula Clerical Assis-
tant and show what hurdles she has to overcome in getting
to the office on time.

This Issue completes our program for 1985. It certainly has
been a year full of challenges, but 1 am extremely grateful for
the tremendous support [ have received, not only from our
Director Leon Sebire, but also from the Co-ordinators, State
Broadcasting Managers, my own office staff and especially my
Secretary Jan Shirra,

With the festive season approaching, we wish all readers
of The Broadcaster a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Pros-
perous New Year.

JACK ROSS
Editor
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Satellite brings TV to the. outback!
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SUPPLEMENTARY COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES

The Department of Communications recently released for
comment a discussion paper entitled Supplementary Com-
munications Services (SCS) in Australia. It raises some inter-
esting considerations and speculations for broadcasters.

‘SCS’ refers to additional one way services which can be
carried on broadcasting systems. In this category are included
such developments as Sub-carrier audio services on FM radio
transmissions and Teletext in the television service.

It is not fortuitous that broadcasting services have consider-
able capacity to carry additional information in a variety of
forms. The major component of cost in any broadcasting ser-
vice is represented by the domestic receiving units (i.e. radio
receivers and TV sets) which are present in large numbers and
which must be kept relatively simple in design to minimise
the total national cost of the service. Consequently in both
radio and television broadcasting the full capacity of the trans-
mission channel (the frequency and energy spectrum) is not
fully utilised by the domestic receivers.

The simplest types of new supplementary services to add
are of the data transmission type and these can be used for
a wide range of applications such as paging, telemetry, facsi-
mile and additional digital audio channels. The B-MAC trans-
mission system being introduced for satellite broadcasting is
a typical example of the ability to add supplementary com-
munications services to a television transmission facility.

Obviously, there are regulatory problems to be overcome
because decisions are needed as to when a communication
service carried by a broadcasting transmitter ceases to be a
broadcasting service and requires licensing under legislation
other than provided by the Broadcasting and Television Act.

The future scope for SCS is enormous, and it will be interest-
ing to watch developments in this area in the next few years.

LEON SEBIRE

PRINT HANDICAPPED RADIO

Broadcasting Branch in NSW recently provided valuable
support to the Print Handicapped Radio (PHR) organisation
in Canberra.

PHR is a fully volunteer organisation and was initiated with
the basic aim to help the blind, visually impaired and physi-
cally handicapped realise new skills, reduce their isolation and
aid their integration into society, by way of a broadcasting
service.

The scheme is aimed at encouraging the disabled persons
to use the extent of their abilities in the same way as ‘normal’
people in order to earn a living and be self reliant and inde-
pendent; to demonstrate to the general public that ‘DISABI-
LITY’ does not mean ‘INABILITY"

Delays in the establishment of their own transmitting faci-
lities led to an approach by the PHR for temporary assistance.
Referred to the NSW Broadcasting Branch for a technical feas-
ibility appraisal, a satisfactory solution was found.

Wwith the help of Black Mountain Tower technical staff and
DOC'’s blessing, the superannuated but still functional old 2CN
transmitter was rejuvenated and tuned to vibrate anew on
1620 kHz.

The use of two coils and a capacitor from the junk box,
enabled a coupling unit, along with a standby mast, to be re-
organised for the PHR service. With a nominal antenna input
power of 500 Watts, a satisfactory coverage was reported and
all of us, who are true Broadcasters, are proud and pleased
to have coupled this worthwhile wavelength into the much
disputed ether.

WOLFGANG MICKE

Across

3. Place and elevate for a palindrome (5)

8. A black bird could paint one in a flash (5)
10. The first lady to the top end for a happening (5)
12. Curves contain a prefix and a weapon (9)
13. Let’s be logical ‘0’ in clears one out (6)

16. Easy to give but hard to take (6)

18. Bad, set or car — you’re certainly with it now (11)
19. Process relating to a plane at the junction (6)
20. Iron in the greatest degree for a transistor (6)
23. One who corrects problems (9)
27. Begin with cherry pie after a point (5)
28. You have to be on this to read the records (5)
29. Many files are now on the skids (5)

Down
1. A variety of times are held in store (5)
2. An empty space for a bright spark (3)

A human being without a son by, through or for

each (3)

A kind of train with gain (4)

Allowable revelation limit near the gear (3) Abbr.

Nothing negative here (3)

Dust at Eden contains a good man consumed (5)

Shout out abacus to assist a telephonist (4, 7)

Let vets rave over the examiner of one-way devicet

(5, 6)

14. Not excited about the bee language (5)

15. Radio direction and ranging up and down (5)

16. A-50 over a secondary is a warning (5)

17. A cowardly fellow on a special day provides a
smooth turn (5)

19. Pal’s shape is the secret (5)

21. The high tea asks for jobs (5)

22. Horses use small amounts too, for your information
)

23. Direct availability is provided by a ruminant (3)

24. Store one hundred and five hundred about a golf
supporter (3) Abbr.

25. Sit around for a quick check (3)

26. A direct boy takes the shortest path (3)

(o8]
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LEW GRUBB
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CENTRAL OFFICE

Rod Thompson Engineer 3 has resigned from Telecom to
seek his fortune in private enterprise. Last news of Rod was
that he was off on a fact-finding mission to the USA, Canada
and West Germany.

Joe McDonough Engineer 3 has transferred to Telecom Engi-
neering Department and former Admin Officer Gerry
McMahon has moved to the Security Branch of the Victorian
State Administration. Gerry was replaced by John Dupe from
Commercial Services. Other newcomers include Lindsay
Clinch, Cheryl Turner and Ted Kealy. A warm welcome to you
all.

Lunch time jogging seems to have caught on as a lunch time
activity with many of the State Broadcasting staffs, and Cen-
tral Office is no exception. Those seen jogging around nearby
Albert Park Lake, when the weather permits, include John
Webb, John Lawrence, Russéll Edwards and Lindsay Clinch.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Remember in the last issue we farewelled Carol Reilly who
was leaving for greener pastures, well, guess what — Carol
didn’t leave and has since been successful in her application
for a Clerk 2/3 position in our Resources and Budgets group.
However, to maintain the ‘status quo’ we have lost Sharyn Brew
from the Resources and Budgets group to Parramatta DTB.

George Marshall who was OIC at 2NR on the North Coast
of New South Wales for the last 24 years was successful in
his application to the OIC position at 4QR/QG in Brisbane
and has now taken up duty there.

New additions to the Branch are trainees, Peter Breeze, Peter
Garrett, Neil Tavener and Robert Studdert. Unfortunately Robert
was involved in a motor cycle accident.

Des Bell at 2NU near Tamworth has been suffering from
an extended iliness for some months now and wishes are
extended to him for a speedy recovery.

After several years of hard study and writing assignments
Murray Cooper, stationed at ABGN-7 Griffith was finally
rewarded with a Technical Officer Certificate. Murray com-
menced training at Leeton in another discipline, but changed
over to Broadcasting in the latter part of his TOIT training
program. He adapted quickly, and presented two very good
reports. Alex Hanlon Technical Aide Safety and Training, New
South Wales, presented Murray with his Certificate on 28 May
1985.

Alex also presented Certificates to two ATT’s who had com-
pleted their training. Roul Pelham at ABGN-7 and John van
der Vljet at ABQN-5 Coonabarabran both received Deed of
Apprentice and Craftsman Certificates.

QUEENSLAND

George Marshall has returned to Queensland as OIC Radio
Centre, Bald Hills where he is responsible for the metropolitan
service transmitters 4QG and 4QR and the short wave trans-
mitters VLQ and VLM. George began his broadcasting career
in Queensland and was OIC at 4QA Mackay before transfer-
ring to 2CR Cumnock and later to 2NR Lawrence in New South
Wales.

Congratulations to two new fathers. Chris Russell is the
proud father of son John, and Greg Duncan, the proud father
of baby daughter Melissa.

At long last, after many inspections, fears and doubts, the
Branch has moved and settled into its new home at 444 Queen
Street. For the first time, all staff are located on the one floor,
and they now enjoy first class accommodation with a magni-
ficent view of the Brisbane River.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND NORTHERN TERRITORY

Denis Collins, Senior Technical Officer Electrical Mechan-
ical, attended Stage 1 of a High Voltage Operator’s course con-
ducted by NTEC in Darwin from 29 April to 3 May inclusive.

The course provided an excellent introduction to the equip-
ment, systems and operations of an Electricity Supply Autho-
rity and a sound understanding of the theory and practical
operating principles and procedures to be applied in high vol-
tage operations.

Denis will shortly leave the Branch to take up an ITU posi-
tion as Technical Instructor in Colombo, Sri Lanka, for six
months. Overseas assignments are not new to Denis. He was
in Fiji on similar work prior to taking up his present position.

Welcome to Wayne Croft who has taken up duty in Adel-
aide. Wayne is Engineer Class 1 in Engineering and Construc-
tion Section and came to us after several years’ experience
in private industry.

Three new staff have commenced as Technical Officer
Grade 1’s at Cox Peninsula. They are Stephen Dearle, Michael
Beall, and Vic Dzieciol, all previously with Department of
Transport, at Wickham, Western Australia.

In Adelaide, Kay Middleton has taken up duty in the CA3,
Machinist position. Kay previously worked in Port Pirie
Manual Assistance.

VICTORIA

Qver eighty years’ dedication to international HF broadcast-
ing was recognised recently when three long-serving staff mem-
bers retired at Radio Australia Shepparton.

Leading the field was Lines Officer Jack Russell, who came
to the station in 1950, only six years after transmissions com-
menced. Jack’s knowledge of the vagaries of every transmission
line at every frequency was legendary, as was his ability to show
engineers where they were wrong. His colleagues recalled Jack’s
heroic efforts in management of the sheep flock, including the
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation of an animal which drowned while
being dipped. Jack inserted a tube in its mouth and blew. The
sheep got up and ran away.

Also retiring were Technician Lindsay Bamford and Motor
Driver Ted McDonald (formerly of the Lines staff). Unfortunately
Ted died shortly after his retirement.

We welcome new ‘Telecom recruits Dora Nicolson, Kevin
Beanham, Mark Ryan, Mick Fitzgerald, Glen Clark and Kevin
Ingram.

Chas McSween, Peter Munro, Richard Mellington, Louis
Etienne and Rajiv Anand have joined us from other parts of
Telecom.

State Broadcasting Manager John Lush left the Directorate
during October in order to return to private enterprise. Best
wishes John from all your colleagues.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Corporate Cups in running, touch football, softball and
swimming have become hugely popular lunchtime activities
among city workers in Perth. Conducted by the State Govern-
ment Department of Youth, Sport and Recreation, the empha-
sis is on fun, improving fitness with friends and workmates,
and maximum participation.

In line with growing corporate fitness awareness, several
of our deskbound office staff participated in this year’s run-
ning Cup. This involved a 2.7 km run along the foreshore cycle
path every Wednesday for six weeks. The start time was flex-
ible to accommodate busy people, and participants could run
individually or with their team-mates. The starter would des-
patch a group of runners every five minutes between 12 noon
and 1.30 p.m. Everyone was timed and the four fastest times
for each team were recorded as the team’s aggregate. The team
with the lowest aggregate after 6 weecks was declared the
winner. The feeling among those who participated was that
they were all winners by improving their health and fitness.

The ‘Breathless Broadcasters’ comprised Don Purdy State
Broadcasting Manager, Ian Gibbs Draftsman Grade 2, Doug
Blackney Engineer 2, Ray Plowman Asst Personnel Officer,
Jenny Young Typist Grade 2, Tracey Irvine Clerk Class 2/3
Works and General, and Trish Hearne CA3 Registry.
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