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One of the initiatives taken at the inaugural meeting of the
Broadcasting Management Committee last February was a
decision to send copies of The Broadcaster to Commercial
Broadcasting and Television organisations. Copies of the
March issue were mailed from State Offices, and the response
has been pleasing indeed.

I received calls from a number of Chief Engineers and
Technical Directors offering congratulations on the high
standard of the publication, with some offering to provide
contributions to future issues. Several requests have been
received for copies of previous publications.

One of the articles in this issue shows work which was
undertaken by the Western Australian Broadcasting Branch
for a commercial television organisation in that State, and it
is hoped that other commercial people reading The
Broadcaster will be aware that the Directorate has capacity to
undertake work that may be beneficial to both organisations.
All State Branches, as well as Central Office, have expert
resources to undertake any work requiring the planning,

design, installation or operation of a wide range of
broadcasting projects, no matter how complex.
JACK ROSS
Editor
Front cover: 50th Anniversary of death of Marconi
Contributors to this Issue:
Leon Sebire Peter Ziorzee Barrie Morton
Max Chadwick Simon Moorhead  Jack Ross
Keith Ross Jack Read Terry Said
Doug Sanderson Barry Riseley Graham Ward
Keith Dare David Carthew John Wilkins
Bob Heggarty Ron Ehrke Don Purdy
Chris Scott Don Heylen
Col Steel Ray Jackson
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CENTRAL OFFICE

After serving many years in the Radio and Broadcasting
areas of Telecom, Fred Cromie Engineer Class 3 has
transferred to the Network Engineering Department,
Victoria.

Fred worked with the BBC in England from 1956 until 1972
after which he joined Telecom to work in the Network
Services Branch, Victoria. He transferred to Central Office
in 1980 and worked on many broadcasting projects.

New recruits to Central Office include Anthony Magris and
Hugh Murray, Engineers Class 1. Chris Cooper, also
Engineer Class 1 from New South Wales, is spending three
months on project work.

Another new arrival is Libby Springveldt who commenced
as Secretary to the Deputy Director in February. Libby hails
from South Africa and recently appeared on 'The Midday
Show' with Ray Martin where she spoke against racial
discrimination.

QUEENSLAND

Hedley Rice TOIT, has transferred from Dalby to the
Emerald Broadcast District, replacing lan Burrows who has
taken up a TOIT position elsewhere in Telecom.

Peter Brass and Geoff Wilson, both engineering graduates
from the Queensland Institute of Technology, have joined
the Engineering and Construction Section as Class 1
Engineers.

Anne, wife of Mike Collins of Operations, was seen in the
office recently proudly showing their new daughter to staff.

A number of Broadcast District centres and stations
recently received Accident Prevention Merit Awards. Gold
Awards were presented to 4QN Brandon, 4QS Dalby, ABWQ-
6 Mt Goonaneman, ABRQ-3 Mt Hopeful, ABSQ-1
Passchendacle, ABDQ-3 Mt Mowbullan, and Radio Centre
Bald Hills. Silver Awards went to the Cairns, Townsville and
Mackay Broadcast Districts. Congratulations to all staff at
these places.

News has been received that Gordon Gilbert died in April.
Before his retirement Gordon had served in many areas of
broadcasting. After war service in the RAN, he joined the
PMG Department, and whilst on installation work, worked
on 4RK and VLM transmitters. He became OIC of the Radio
Laboratory, and in later years was STO Radio Operations in
the Brisbane Office

NEW SOUTH WALES

Christine Iliopoulos has transferred into the Resources
and Budget group as CA4 from Telegraphs and Data.
Welcome to the Branch, Christine.

A number of members have left the Branch recently by
way of retirement, transfer or resignation. Pasquale Ursino
Cleaner at ABN2 retired on 22nd May and Peter Shalless Asst
Tech transferred to the telephone area in Telecom during
April. Resignations were submitted by Robert Studdert TTO,
Nick Drakoulis TTO and Philip Voysey. Philip was a Cleaner
at 2NA/2NC Beresfield and resigned on 16th April.

Ken Nugent passed his Elec. Eng. Cert. Course with
Honours and qualified as TO. Congratulations, Ken.

Other recent appointments as TO include John Griffiths,
Richard Rosberg, Gary Smith, Joe Prestia, Glen Fisher and
Jenny Murray.

Stephen Allison and Grahame Arrell both “obtained
vesitbule grade and Craig Smith anticipates to qualify as TO1
inJuly.

Technician qualifications have been attained by Scott
Pettit, Richard Taylor, Norm Pearce, Nick Tancevski and
Grant Moehead. Congratulations to all.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Merran Barrett CA3, has returned to the Broadcast
Technical Centre after a term in the office as the Budgets and
Resources Aide.

A warm welcome is extended to staff who recently joined
the Branch. These include Kim Larsen APO, Cathy
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McMillan Secretary, Isabel Deans CA3 and Phil Woods STO
Buildings.

Several staff have departed from the branch to work in
other areas. These include Lisa Monks Secretary, Richard
King Personnel Officer, and Peter Collins APO.

Jenny Young Secretary, is currently on extended sick leave
and is being relieved by Cathy McMillan who transferred
over from Human Resources.

Kevin Buckland Manager Management Services, Ross
Kearney OIC North District, and Ivor Chapman OIC South
District, visited all stations and depots to advise staff on the
Vision 2000 program for 1987.

Congratulation to Dave Bradey Personnel Officer and his
wife on the recent arrival of the first addition to the family.

Stan Randell SLO Lines recently resigned from the Branch.

VICTORIA

The Drafting Cell has finally been established with the
transfer of Tom Jelliff and the promotion of Mario Castillo to
Senior Draftsman and Drafting Assistant grade 2 res-
pectively. Unfortunately Mario is currently on accident leave
following an accident on his newly purchased motor bike.

Jack  Carnell  Broadcasting  Operations  Manager,
proceeded on 3 months' leave in May to travel throughout
Europe. To Jack and his wife, happy travelling.

David Rofe Staff Clerk, recently announced his engage-
ment to Lynette Jones — congratulations Dave and Lynette.

Kathy Hawke Pay Clerk, resigned in February to return to
University studies. Sue Loucopoulos commenced as a Clerk
Class 1 in March, and Dora Dick Clerical Assistant, has
returned following a period of maternity leave.

Mark Bellis Technician at Radio Lyndhurst, won first prize
with an entry in the 'Best People Color Slide' category at the
recent Warragul National Photographic Exhibition.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA & NORTHERN TERRITORY

Carmine Porcaro Engineer Class 1, is working in the
Engineering and Construction Section, Adelaide office,
gaining broadcasting experience on rotation with other
Telecom Engineers.

Brett Waterman TO1 South East Broadcast District, is
moving to Melbourne to work in the Training School.

Three new trainees have been welcomed into the Branch.
Paul Pyatt ATT, and Alan Mattiske, Trainee TO, are based in
Adelaide, while Raymond Lawrence Trainee TO is base in
Darwin,

John Wilkins Engineer Class 3 Northern Territory Section,
has been busy clearing outstanding projects prior to
travelling overseas on extended leave.

Ron Mitchell OIC South East Broadcast District, enjoyed a
well-earned Recreation Leave break during April, and Rod
Jolly STO2 Network Operations performed the relief duties.

Eric Koithan Technician Broadcasting Services Centre St
Marys, retired during May after 38 years' service. Eric was in-
volved in a wide range of projects during his career in Broad-
casting, and all staff wish you well, Eric, in your retirement.

TASMANIA

Sonia McKay Clerical Assistant, recently returned after an
eleven month absence to give her new daughter Brooke a
good start in life.

Sonia's relief, Karen Paice, intends to recover during a four
month holiday in Europe. To say her colleagues were envious
would not be an exaggeration, but they all wish her well
nevertheless.

Brian McKenzie from Shepparton has taken up duty as
SLO. Welcome to you, Brian.

Tasmania Branch will be reluctant in future to import relief
staff from other Branches after a recent unfortunate financial
experience.'lt seems that one Len Som-de-Cerff, an Engineer
from Darwin helping out in Hobart for a few weeks, scored all
three placegetters in the Branch's Hobart Cup Sweep. He
then had the cheek next day to claim that as he had been busy
on Mt Wellington (that part is true), he was not aware of the
names of the horses he had drawn, and expressed complete
surprise at his good fortune. Nevertheless, he took the money
out of the State, and imposed considerable stress on the
Tasmanijan economy.













THE BUILDINGS OFFICER

Sites and buildings required for sound broadcasting and
television stations often have special requirements and
conditions not normally found in facilities provided for
other purposes.

A medium frequency station site requires land with soil
possessing high conductivity, large enough to install an
extensive radial earth mat system buried beneath the surface
and sufficiently removed from large population centres to
minimise signal blanketing problems.

A television station site usually calls for high elevation in
order to give a line-of-sight coverage over the area to be
served. To get to such a site an expensive access road gouged
through mountain rock may be necessary.

For an International high frequency broadcasting station
site, such as Radio Australia, a land area of hundreds of
hectares may be required.

The building also requires special consideration. Good
earthing, bonding and shielding are critical and must be
incorporated into the building during its design and
construction stages. Where high power transmitters are to
operate, the costs associated with provisioning of the
earthing and bonding systems may be a significant
proportion of the total building cost.

The fact that a tall mast or tower forms part of the station
facilities introduces another problem. The isolated structure
is an ideal target for lightning discharge and the need to
protect equipment and staff from such hazard involves
additional project cost.

The Broadcasting Branch Buildings Officer has to be
knowledgeable in these matters and scores of others. It has

been said that his fields of involvement cover architecture,
engineering, quantity surveying, concreting, drainage,
bricklaying, carpentry, joinery, metalwork, roofing,
plumbing, plastering, tiling, painting, title searching etc.
etc. You name it, the poor old Building Officer has to be
expertinit.

He also has to deal with people. All shapes and sizes, all
trades, all nationalities and all colours. One day he may be
trying to convince an ex-Argentinian plumber to rip out, at
his own expense, a 20 mm PVC pipe and replace it with a
three-quarter inch copper pipe, lagged and supported with
PVC brackets, sheradised screws one inch by six gauge at
1500 mm centres on the soffit of a 360UB45. No wonder
passers-by stop and listen to two grown up men shaking fists
and swearing — one in Spanish and the other in English.

Next day he may be sitting on a green ants' nest trying to
convince the elders of the Yankunytjatjara tribe that they
should give up a sacred site for the construction of a TV
station or even explaining to them why they can't get a picture
on their VHF TV set from that UHF transmitter on the hill.

Before the week is over he may have to meet with an irate
group of neighbours adjoining one of the broadcasting
stations and convince them that it is stiff cheddar that the
water from the station flows through their bedroom every
winter. Yes, he has tobe a PR man too.

So much for the official duties. They are easy. It is the
office mates who make the job more interesting with many
endless queries and pleas for help. "My ceiling is sagging
from the leaking HWS. How do I fix it?”" "How do I cut a cat
door in my new security door?" "That remedy you gave me to
remove moss from the roof doesn't work. It ate holes in the
tiles." "My sewerage drain is blocked. Can you lend me a tool
to fix it?"

Well, Building Officers have great knowledge and skills in
all these things. Life wasn't meant to be easy. Who said that?
Probably the Chief Buildings Officer in Central Office. There
isn't one? Oh! excuse me,
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