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Following the interesting article in the March 1988 issue by
Geoff Beetham on The Night the Station Burnt Down I have
received suggestions from a number of readers that more
articles covering personal experiences by staff at broadcasting
stations be included in The Broadcaster.

Readers told me of many experiences such as how a possum
found its way into a transmitter during the night and broke
every tube, the day when a horse kicked over the antenna
matching unit cabinetin the middle of a heated argumentbeing
broadcast from parliament house and how a half cooked snake
crawled out of a transmitter cabinet when the operator opened
the doors to investigate arcing sounds.

There were many others, and I am sure they would make
interesting reading.

Perhaps readers might like to take up the challenge and let
me have some of their experiences for publication. It may be
possible to support some stories with photographs taken at the
time. These would be very welcome

JACK ROSS
Editor

Front Cover:
CAAMA Studio Alice Springs — Agnes Young Announcer

Contributors to this issue:

Leon Sebire, Doug Sanderson, Bill Rohde, Wally Clair, Ken
Moore, Syd Stanford, Jack Carnell, Ken Johnston, Simon
Moorhead, Geoff Weilandt, Ray Weeks, Neville Brown, Denis
Collins, Rod Cunningham, Wes Graham, Jack Ross, Terry Said,
Graham Ward, Terry Wooster and Mike Dallimore.
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CENTRAL OFFICE

With the establishment of the Finance, Accounting and
Supply Branch and the Human Resources Section, a number of
new arrivals have been welcomed to the Division. These
include Marilyn Winoebank (Human Resources Manager),
John Day (Principal Supply Officer), Martin Val (Senior Supply
Officer) and Garry Ross (Senior Supply Officer).

Other new arrivals to the office include Qanile Meco (AO1)
and Anthony Caferella (TA1) who have joined on a fixed term
basis, Vittoria Saporito (Operations Branch) and Martin
O’Donahue on transfer from the Victorian Branch.

Greg Woolstencroftand Camelo Costa both lefton promotion
to Corporate Customer Division while Norman Franke and
Robert Mews transferred to the Victorian Branch.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Brian Cleary from Queensland relieved as State Broadcasting
Manager for six weeks while Mike Stevens enjoyed a trip
overseas.

Kel Stansfield acted as BOM during absence of Ron Johnson
on a well earned one month’s leave followed by a short stay
in hospital for repairs. Ken Moore came down from Tamworth
District to act as PTO for seven weeks.

A number of technical staff have left the Branch in recent
months. They include C. Kemp, R. Gerdes, R. Quin, S. Watson,
M. Spurr,M. Bardough, A. Bilski, C. Swan, W. Arnott, W. Biglin,
M. East, L. Jones, P. Harris, B. Fischer and P. Mallow. Best
wishes to all in your future endeavours.

Eight TOIT’s were successful in the Part A examination. G.
Wiseman successfully gained entrance to the TOIT course.

In the Clerical area, Christine Iliopoulos left for greener
pastures, Melani Batholomeusz returned from overseas with
piles of photographs and many exciting stories and Robert
Valera and Phillis Hsia have joined the group hoping for a
bright future with the Branch.

The Lines group has been expanded with the arrival of M.
Fitzgerald and D.Patterson from Victoria and J. Stevens from
Queensland to help with the additional work load created by
the Equalisation program. SLO2 John Carsen retired after 31
yearsservice and isnow basking in the sun on the central coast.

Steve Brown left the Drafting group and John Behr, Senior
Draftsperson returned to duty following three months leave
including a visit overseas. Two temporary staff under contract,
Brent Blackwell and Leon Jacks, recently joined the group.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Kevin Buckland, Manager Management Service left the
Branch to take up a position of Manager, Financial Planning
and Analysis with Telecom Network Engineering. Best wishes
Kevin in your new job.

Don Purdy SBM recently visited New Zealand to examine the
possibility of Division involvement in Broadcasting Projects in
that country.

Recentretirements include TomReed, Jim Wilkinsonand Bill
Smallegange who collectively accumulated 105 years of service.
Allthe bestchapsinyourretirement. Otherdeparturesfromthe
branch include J. Somerville, P. Knight, A. Palmer, Rod
Davidson and Trevor Hoy.

Steve Donohoe at RACAR became a proud father recently
with the arrival of a bonny baby boy.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA & N.T.

During July, all Managers and District OIC’s attended a
Management team building seminar run by the firm Integro, at
Wirrina, south of Adelaide.In terms of obtaining a better
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perception and understanding of both their own and others’
behaviour, all considered the program very successful. In the
days following, people could be seen in the office imparting
their new found knowledge to other staff.

Elsewhere in this issue is news of the retirement of Ron
Mitchell, OIC for many years of ABGS1, South East District.
Ron'’s replacement is John Dhu from Queensland. Ron Cichon
(TO2) also from the South East District, has been provisionally
promoted to a position with the Department of Transport and
Communications, in Tasmania. The shortages at the District
Centre have been overcome by the temporary transfer of Mike
Macintosh, and Graeme Chirnside from BSC. In the west of the
State, Martin Morris has accepted a transfer to Port Lincoln,
joining the Eyre Peninsula District, where he will exploit the
fishing opportunities in his spare time.

In common with other areas, a number of staff accepted
redundancy proposals: Colin Biggs(Radio Lineman, redeployed)
ceased from the office, Nick Vosnakis, John Scrapel, Brian
Kennedy, and Milam Macksimovic (all Technicians) left BSC,
while Des Hocking (TO2) finished at Radio Australia. Ansis Nitz
(Technician) ceased worked at Mount Burr.

Stephen Prince (A2) joined the Branch as part of the
handover of functions from Material Supply Department, and
Karen Driessen (A1) commenced a fixed term of employment
in the Admin Section to overcome a staff shortage.

QUEENSLAND

Several officers, all with about 40 years service each, have
retired and handed in their valve testers. They include Keith
Ross, Geoff Bucknell and lan McManus. All the best in your
retirement Keith, Geoff and Ian.

Pressure on the Drafting group has been somewhat relieved
with Mike Pascoe joining the ranks of this hard working
important group.

State Broadcasting Manager Allan Garner commenced some
well earned furlough in August to undertake a leisurely cruise
through the beautiful Whitsunday Islands.

Dave Southby, Terry Comerford and Janis Ozolins made a
visit to Darwin to discuss with local staff some aspects of the
proposed Radio Australian installation at Brandon.

Broadcasting Operations Manager Brian Cleary had a good
look atthe New South Wales Broadcasting Branch setup when
he spent time in Sydney relieving the State Broadcasting
Manager.

VICTORIA

Recently, Arthur Robinson OIC at Mt Tassie TV decided to
retireand broughttoanend hisbroadcasting career of 35 years.
George Koschmann, Labourer at 3WV Dooen is now able to
spend some more time caring for his sheep and cattle after
retiring at maximum age with 15 years service.

In the Engineering and Construction Section, staff changes
have seen Tom Jelliff promoted to Senior Draftsperson Gr. 2,
Trunk and Country Engineering, Simon Moorhead promoted to
Engineer Class 4, BCS (Nth) Metropolitan Division, Martin
O’Donohue transferred to Central Office and joining the
Branch from Central Office are Robert Mews and Norm
Franke. Don Wallace was convinced tojoin his family’s business
and resigned after 26 years service. After working at Lyndhurst
Radio and at Mt. Dandenong TV, Don joined the office staff
where his major project was the introduction of the RF Safe
Working Practices Manual. Congratulations are extended to the
following Line Staff for their promotions — Ron Brown and
Darren PattersontoRadio Lineman, Kevin BeanhamtoLS 1and
Jock McRae to Lines Officer.

New to the Branch are Peter Amiridis, Colin Davey and
Esther Joseph, who are joining the Management Service
Section.

Best wishes go to all staff on their promotions and transfers
as well as to those who have opted to take a redundancy
package.
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