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This year marks a significant milestone in the field of Govern-
ment funded broadcasting in Australia. It is the 60th anniver-
sary of the operation of the National Broadcasting Service.
In July 1928 the Government, following a comprehensive
investigation into the whole question of broadcasting an-
nounced its intention of establishing the Service whereby one
organisation would cater for national programs for all States
and the Government would own and operate the technical
services of eight stations known at that time as A Class sta-
tions. The stations were 4QG, 2BL, 2FC, 3LO, 3AR, 7ZL, 5CL
and 6WF.
Under the plan, arrangements were made for the Postmaster
General's Department to take over the A Class stations as
their licences expired between July 1929 and January 1930.
The Department proceeded with the modernisation of all
technical equipment of the system and commenced the erec-
tion of new regional stations in provisional areas.
The first regional station to be opened was 2NC Newcastle in
December 1930 followed by 4RK, 2CO and 5CK.
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PARLIAMENTARY BROADCASTING
AND THE NATIONAL
METROPOLITAN RADIO PLAN

Under the Parliamentary Proceedings Broadcasting Act the
ABC is required to broadcast the proceedings of Parliament in
all capital cities and at Newcastle in New South Wales. For
many years this has been done by time sharing of the Radio
National transmitters with resulting programming difficulties
for the ABC during periods of Parliamentary sittings. During
1988 the Directorate in conjunction with the ABC produced a
plan to free the national service from this responsibility by
converting standby transmitters at each of the designated
stations to operate on separate discrete frequencies. Thiswas
implemented for the 1988 Budget Sessions of Parliament and
has continued into 1989. All of the reallocated Parliamentary
Broadcasting transmitters carry the call sign suffix ‘PB’ — that
is 2PB, 3PB etc.

The Department of Transport and Communications has since
produced a ‘National Metropolitan Radio Plan’ which will lead
to two existing commercial MF radio services in each capital
city being transferred to the FM band. In exchange for FM
licences the selected stations are to relinquish their MF instal-
lations which will then be converted to provide a permanent
parliamentary broadcasting outlet and a public (community)
broadcasting outlet in each area. The process involves the
submission of tenders to the Department for ‘conversion’
licences by the existing operators seeking to transfertothe FM
band. The outcome should be known and the new services
implemented by about the end of 1389.

The radio broadcasting of their national parliamentary debates
is undertaken by more than 70 countries throughout the world.
One of the earliest broadcasts took place on 26th May 1926
with the first broadcast from the House of Lords in England.
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New Zealand had been broadcasting parliamentary proceed-
ings since 1936 and immediately after the Second World War,
Richard Boyer and Charles Moses of the ABC visited New
Zealand in order to observe the procedure. Following on from
their recommendation, the Commissioners resolved to offer
substantial on air time on one of the ABC’s two networks.
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Broadcasting had
been studying the matter, and on receiving the favourable
response from the ABC unanimously agreed that broadcast-
ing of parliamentary proceedings should take place and they
advised the Postmaster General, Senator Cameron, accord-
ingly. The Committee believed that broadcasting would ‘raise
t he standard of debates, enhance the prestige of parliament
and contribute to a better informed judgment throughout the
community’. The Committee was also of the opinion that the
need for broadcasting was even greater in Australia than New
Zealand, owing to the great distances separating the seat of
Government in Canberra from the principal centres of popula-
tion, so making it difficult for most people from seeing parlia-
ment in action.
Following an allocation of funds by the Government to equip
the two chambers with the necessary technical facilities and
introduction of the Parliamentary Proceedings Broadcasting
Bill, broadcasting began at 8 p.m. on 10th July, 1946.
The first speaker to broadcast was the Rt. Hon. W. M. Hughes
who had been in the House of Representatives since 1901
when wireless was in its infancy and only useful for the
transmission of wireless telegraphy signals using Morse Code.
Mr. Hughes was a great supporter of the developing technol-
ogy for many years and following a visit to the front line in
France during the First World War, whilst Prime Minister, he
sent the first direct wireless message to be received in
Australia from England.
Although a peripheral responsibility, parliamentary broad-
casting is one of only two mandatory ABC activities.The other
is the provision of an independent news service.

LEON SEBIRE
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CENTRAL OFFICE

New staff who recently commenced in Central Office include
Gopolan Sampath, Engineer Class 3 following 20 years broad-
casting experience in India and Personne! Officer Fiona
Somers who has joined us from State Broadcasting Branch
WA for six months.

Fiona has assumed the role of Office Services Manager while
Philip Davey undertakes the big task of preparing up to date
Delegations, Administrative Actions and Personnel Instruc-
tions Manuals.

After a relatively short stay in Melbourne, Senior Works
Programming Officer Mark Martin has returned to his native
South Australia while Engineer Class 4 John Hodgson has
departed for Western Australia as acting State Broadcasting
Manager following the retirement of Don Purdy.

In the March issue of The Broadcaster, staff were a little
puzzled to read of an alleged new starter by the name of Len
Achowicz. After further investigation it was established that
the person in question was really Supply Officer Ed
Ledachowicz. (Sorry about that Ed. Gremlins got into the Fax
Machine.)

VICTORIA

A warm welcome is extended to staff who recently joined the
Branch. They include James Fisher with Engineering Serv-
ices, Doug Brodie, formerly of 2NR Lawrence with Radio
Australia and Karina Ishak who transferred from DOTAC Can-
berra to join the Engineering and Construction Section.
Congratulations are extended to Phil Nicholson on his promo-
tion to STO3 in the Engineering and Construction Section.
One of the best known identities in the Branch, Geoff Hayes
of the Mt. Dandenong television station was farewelled after
many years of dedicated service. Being an active man, always
on the go, Geoff was pleased to receive a seven metre
extension ladder on his retirement. Geoff was the man behind
the scenes who did such a magnificent job in maintaining the
station gardens to a botanical garden standard. He even set
up his own nursery and propagating sheds. He was very re-
sourceful and never missed an opportunity to make improve-
ments and to enhance the beautiful setting for which the
station is well known. Visitors often expressed their delight at
the lovely surroundings.

Best wishes Geoff in your retirement from all your colleagues
and friends.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND NORTHERN
TERRITORY

Rod Cunningham State Broadcasting Manager has trans-
ferred permanently to the Defence Projects Group of the
Corporate Customer Division. Best wishes Rod in your new
position.

Graham Shaw is acting SBM while Wayne Croft is acting
Supervising Engineer in Engineering and Construction Sec-
tion.

Barrie Morton, Manager NT Section enjoyed some wellearned
Recreation Leave and Murray Fopp acted as Manager during
Barrie’s absence.

Graham Baker from Australian Construction Services in Can-
berra was appointed tofill the vacant Engineer 3 position inthe
Northern Territory and took up duty in July.

Andrew Edwards and Glen Moore are both on Study leave for
the year while attending university to study Engineering.
Jan Shirra, Secretary of the Branch retired earlier in the year.
Jan was one of the early appointments on formation of the
Branch and in addition to handling the day to day secretarial
work of the Branch was the backbone in typing copy for The
Broadcaster. All staff and Jack Ross wish you a happy
retirement Jan.

QUEENSLAND

Two long serving members of the Operations Section took
advantage of redundancy provisions and handed in their valve
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testers. Jack Barden STO Stanthope and Russ Dahl TO 4QB
Pialba are now enjoying retirement and we wish them both
good fortune in the happy years to come.

Chris Patrick has transferred to Central Office as Engineer
Class 2 for a six month period and no doubt he will be buying
some woollen clothes to brave the Melbourne winter.

Carol Callandar, Typist/Receptionist transferred to another
area of Telcom on promotion and Barbara Nagy who took
Carol's place has settled in well.

Allan Garner SBM demonstrated the problems facing the
Good Samaritan. After helping to lift a small car out of trouble,
he had an extended period of sick leave with a bad back. This
sort of thing would never happen at sea.

Technician Steve Griffin, after sampling international compe-
tition in Europe has decided to take up Hot Air Ballooning on
a full time basis. May your landings be soft ones Steve.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Bill Papadatos and Chris Cooper have been promoted to
Engineers Class 2, while Graham Tabain Engineer Class 3
has left the Broadcasting area to work with cellular mobiles.
Melanie Bartholomeusz and Phillis Hsia, left the clerical area
to explore other areas of Telecom, while Jane, our typist has
gone to travel the world. Welcome to Tania McDonald who
takes over the typewriter, and to Darrell Smith who promises
to keep our filing system in check.

Operations technical staff were saddened by the death of
Norm Pearce from a heart attack. Norm was only 39 years old
and had the promise of a good career before him.

TASMANIA

Brian Hall, State Broadcasting Manager, retired in July after
38 years service with the Postmaster General’'s Department
and Telecom. After commencing work as an Assistant Radio
Inspector he qualified as an Engineer in 1961 and worked in
almost every activity in design, installation and maintenance
of radiocommunications, sound broadcasting and television
activities throughout Tasmania.

To add to the enjoyment of retirement, Brian has welcomed a
new grand-daughter from South Korea into the family circle.
Danica (Eum Hwa Cha) is four years old and has already
stolen many hearts including some in the Branch office.
David Johns, who often relieved as State Broadcasting
Manager, retired in March, Senior Engineer Pat Alessandrini
transferredto Network Engineering, Graham Richeime TO(T)1,
a member of the Kelso staff retired on invalidity, and Lionel
Bird TO(T)1 sought greener pastures at the Australian Mari-
time College. They all contributed to the development of the
Branch and we wish them well for the future.

Lavina Spurrwas employed in the office on a temporary basis
to provide much needed assistance during absence of staff on
leave.

David Johnstone of the Mt. Wellington station became a proud
father with the arrival of a baby daughter.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

John Hodgson from Central Office temporarily took over as
SBM following retirement of Don Purdy until Bill Edwards from
Central Office took up duty as the new SBM in June. Brian
Raynor has recently commenced as the new Branch Engineer
Class 1. Ron Gabelish, Human Resources Manager, recently
resumed duty following four months Long Service Leave,
while Doug Blackney, Engineer Class 2 recently commenced
seven months leave to travel to Europe. Isobel Deans has
joined the Branch as an Administrative Officer Grade 2,
replacing Merran Barrett who resigned in March.

A number of other staff cessation occurred recently including:
Victor Daniels, Technician, retired after 20 years service; Don
Jupp TO2, with 19 years service resigned to try his hand in
private enterprise; Brian Wheeler TO2 resigned after 24 years
service to also work in private enterprise; Trish Hearne Admin
Officer Grade 2 resigned after 7 years service to undertake
outside studies; PhilWood STO1 (Buildings) transferred to the
Department of Aviation, while John O'Mara, Engineer Class 2
will be transferring to an Engineer Class 3 position in Broad-
casting Branch Tasmania, subject to gazettal confirmation.
Steve Moore TO1 transferred to the State DISNET Project.













SUPPLY SECTION

The Supply Section is a multi-disciplinary group encompass-
ing commercial, financial and technical cells. The Section
located in Central Office is responsible for equipment and
services, provisionary processes including alf stages from the
calling of tenders to the issuing of contracts in the purchase of
broadcasting equipment such as transmitters, antennas,
components, test equipment etc., under a collective schedule
purchases system. This system enables equipment to be
purchased collectively resulting in a better price than if bought
as individual items.

The Section is part of Finance Accounting and Supply Branch
established in July 1988 to bring together those groups
involved with Finance and Accounting, Programming and
Resources and Supply functions.

The Section is headed by John Day, Principal Supply Officer
with cell managers being Gordon Evans, Engineer 4 Techni-
cal Cell, assisted by Terry McManus, Engineer 3, Garry Ross,
Admin. Officer4, Commercial Cell assisted by Ed Ledachowicz,
Admin. Officer 3, and Martin Val, Admin. Officer 4, Financial
Cell, assisted by Neil Cornell, Admin. Officer 3.

The establishment of a multi-disciplinary group in the Section
provides significant advantages, particularly in relation to the
team approach in arranging material supply. It has eliminated
the previously inefficient and bureaucratic processes that had
to be observed, by several groups scattered across several
Departments. Contracts can now be let in days rather than
months. This was recently highlighted when the Section was

ableto achieve an extremely tight timetable set by Department
of Transport and Communications in the Equalisation project
for Southern New South Wales (Aggregation Market C).

As well as being responsible for the day-to-day provisioning/
purchasing activities of the Division, the Supply Section per-
forms a consultancy role on Supply matters for the State
Branches and other groups in Central Office.

Included in the longer term aims of the Section are streamlin-
ing of its computer based reporting and monitoring system to
better reflect needs and a detailed review of its General
Conditions of Tender with a view of simplifying the tendering
process by providing a better workable framework for its
purchasing activities. Particular emphasis will be placed on
penalty type provisions to ensure that suppliers appreciate the
importance of meeting delivery time tables and general per-
formance requirements for critical projects.

The Supply function is an important activity of the Division’s
operation and calls for a high level of expertise spanning
technical, commercial and financial areas in both Government
and private enterprise.

The Division is fortunate in being able to assemble together a
team of dedicated people with wide experience inthese areas.
Prior to working with the Section, staff have worked in such
areas as Research, Engineering, Supply Policy, Supply
Operations and Procurement, Public Relations, Materials
Services, Financial and Accounting and Tender and Specifi-
cation Preparation. To ensure that their individual expertise is
enhanced, staff are being actively encouraged to expand their
knowledge and expertise of other areas within the group.

HARRY DESOUZA.

TENDER BRIEFIN(3
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full names and addresses must be supplied. Letters
should be brief and to the point. Long letters may be
edited. The Editor's decision in respect of the suitability
of letters for publication in The Broadcaster is finaland no
correspondence on the Editor's decision will be entered
into.

Sir,

After the fire which destroyed the main transmitter building at
4QN Clevedon in 1951 (See The Broadcaster, March 1988
article by G. Beetham), the station continued to operate with
temporary equipment until the new site at Brandon was ready.

The Clevedon property was then sold to graziers named
Pope.

Always curious to see what had happened over the years to
the old site, | took the opportunity recently to drive out over the
new Causeway and along the sandy track now called Croco-
dile Ck Rd to old QN.

What an astonishing sight! The palm trees along “Coconut
Avenue” which were barely 10 feet high in 1947 are now
towering giants. | ought to have expected this — 40 years is a
long time in the life of atree, but | had always imagined QN as
I had once known it.

| talked with Mrs. Pope and explored the property.

One house and garage remains, the second house and the
single men’s quarters having gone, leaving only the brick
laundry chimneys standing.

On the concrete floor slab of what had been the transmitter
building, | could easily identify the locations of the control
room, store, transmitter hall, mounting blocks for the pumps
which circulated cooling water for the rectifier and power
amplifier valves, and the large foundations for the two 180 hp
Rustons which supplied station power.

The small brick building where lan Byrnes, Blue Taity and |
installed the AWA 2kW standby in 1947 still stands, but
termites have eaten out the timber. It was this transmitter
which survived the fire and enabled 4QN to go to air again so
soon after the disaster.

I walked down to the old aerial coupling hut forlorn in the long
grass, and stood on the mast base and located the guy anchor
blocks. Empty but for some derelict farm equipment, the hut
still had on one wall the two insulators for the 600 ohm
balanced line input, and on the opposite wall the three output
insulators where the feeds to the three wire conical aerial left
the coupling equipment.

No trace of the 500 feet high steel lattice mast remained,
demolished for scrap years ago, but wonder of wonders,
almost hidden inthe grass like a pile of dinosaur eggs were the
shiny brown guy insulators, some still in perfect condition, but
of no value to the scrap iron merchants.

One of these monster porcelain insulators weighing 14 kg lies
on my table as | write and brings back memories of those
happy days installing the standby, when we lived in tents in
“Bindieye Estate” at the end of Coconut Avenue and watched
the wallabies and brolgas pass and looked forward 1o the
weekend when we could go fishing and crabbing at Salmon Ck
and Ticklebelly Bay.

Great days at oid QN!
DOUG SANDERSON

Sir,

Your article on Wireless Telegraphy tests from Fort Queen-
scliff in the July 1988 issue of The Broadcaster brings to mind
anotherinteresting experiment conducted from Fort Lonsdale,
near the same spot duing the Second World War.

| was a field engineer in the 6th Field Coy., but when the C.O.
at the Drill Hall in Ballarat found out my hobby was building
radio transmitters and receivers and testing them out, he
transferred me to Fort Nepean. He explained they needed
someone with such experience down there "for something
they had in mind". It was some months before | realized what
that was!

There were four searchlights at Nepean. One was always
exposed across "The Rip" so than an enemy sub. or ship could
not sneak in without being seen. Human nature being what it
is, the two men on duty throughout the night, could not keep
their eyes on the beam continually.

Later | was asked to go to the workshop to meet with an
electronics specialist who needed assistance.

The idea was this: Over at Fort Lonsdale the plan was to have
a truck headlight with both high beam and low beam elements
lit simultaneously, to produce more light. A lens was to be
placed in front to narrow the beam and a red filter in frontagain,
in order that it would be less noticeable.

At Fort Nepean a photo electric cell was to be placed at the
focal point in a searchlight barrel facing the 36 inch diameter
glass mirror. This meant the infra-red light from Lonsdale
would hit the mirror, then focus to a spot on the photo-electric
cellwhich would then be amplified by a direct current amplifier,
then to a relay switch which would keep the contacts apart
whilst the current is maintained. Should the beam be blocked,
a spring would pull the contacts together, and the 230 million
candlepower searchlight would come on and light up the
object that had blocked the light. All very good in theory!
However, it didn't work on the night we tested it.

We were waiting for a Liberty boat getting a pilot aboard
outside The Rip when the M.V. "Taroona” came through.
When it blocked out the light, the relay did not switch on. The
specialist looked at me and said "What the Hell!" | looked over
at Lonsdale and saw the almost full moon beside, and half-way
up the Lonsdale lighthouse, and remarked that the moon must
be keeping the cell going. He said, "Surely not!" He then
stepped in front and blocked the moonlight from getting in. The
relay then switched on at once. He looked at me and said,
"What do we do now?" | thought for a while, and then asked
him whether there was a lamp of any kind which could be
turned on and off say, fifty times a second. He said, "No, but
why do you ask?" | then suggested that if there was such a
lamp the cell would produce a pulsating dc current, which
would be like an ac current, and an ordinary audio amplifier
would handle it. As the moon couldn't turn itself on and off, it
wouldn't matter if it was there. He said, "l think you've solved
our problem. I'll be back in a weeks’ time".

The night of the test, the sea was as calm as a lake, and one
seagull was enough to set it off. | then desensitised it slightly
and next time it was three seagulls, then a dozen, then about
sixty birds; then dawn came.

One very black morning, with low, black clouds, no visibility at
all at approximately 4 a.m. the light came on, and there was a
fishing boat, with no light and a lone guy sitting on the seat in
the centre. He got such a fright when 230 million candlepower
hit him with full force, he fell backwards into the bottom of the
boat, legs in air! Soon as the initial shock was over, he stood
up — shook his fists at us. | heard the Sergeant up in the
Directing Station laughing his head off through my head and
breast set. He was watching the fisherman through his pow-
erful glasses, and dryly reported that he looked 'quite un-

happy'!!
TERRY GOLDEN
The Broadcaster, July 1983 — 19
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