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This issue of The Broadcaster focuses on the Golden
Jubilee of the Government funded and operated international
short wave broadcasting service in Australia.

From a small beginning in December 1939, with the nation
embarking on a long and costly war, a service known as
Australia Calling was born and today, the Radio Australia
transmitting and studio technical facilities costs are a sizable
proportion of the total broadcasting budget.

International broadcasting is an activity practised by almost
every country in the world today. It is an expensive operation,
yet the total number of program hours by both minor and major
international broadcasters is increasing. Important problems
faced by these broadcasters, including Australia, quite apart
from the constant worry of obtaining adequate funds for
expansion, upgrading and operation is maintaining contact
with the listeners in distant and foreign lands and in tracking
where the technical future lies for iinternational short wave
broadcasting.

Many people, ‘including former Radio Australia staff have
provided contributionsto this issue and their efforts are gratefully
acknowledged. Inparticular, | would like to thank Bruce Wilson,
current Officer-in-Charge at Shepparton who did so much
research in locating photographs and providing background
information.

JACK ROSS, Editor

Front Cover:
Modulator Tube, Radio Australia, Shepparton.

Contributors to this issue:

Leon Sebire, Giff Hatfield, West Hatfield, Jim Wilkinson, Peter
Homfray, Keith Synnott, Fred Chapple, Bruce Wilson, Graham
Stead, Richard Womack, Barry Morton, Jack Ross.
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