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The feature article in the March issue of The Broadcaster
concerning 70 years of development of home broadcast
receivers was apparently enjoyed by many readers, if the
complimentary telephone calls | received are any
indication.

Several readers suggested follow-up articles on the main
features of those early fancy receiver circuit designs such
as Tuned Radio Frequency, Neutrodyne, Superdyne,
Reflex, Inverse Duplex and others which were all
superseded by the Superheterodyne from about the early
1930's.

One ex-broadcaster who lived in England as a youth in
1923, commented that crystal set kits were sold even in
shops whose business was unrelated to radio, such as
chemists, sweets shops, garages, bicycle shops and farm
produce stores. He recalled that some 200 brands were
available using at least 30 different circuit designs. Also,
such was the thirst for knowledge in the new science, that
there were at least 18 periodicals devoted to wireless. Most
were devoted to methods of constructing receivers, even to
the extent of making coils, variable capacitors, fixed
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capacitors and resistors.
Oh, for those halcyon days of wireless.
JACK ROSS,
Editor.
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PRESENTATION OF AUSTRALIA
DAY MEDAL TO BRUCE WILSON

On 26 January 1990, it was my great pleasure to
travel to Radio Australia, Shepparton, to present an
Australia Day Medal to Bruce Wilson, Officer-in-
Charge of the station.

The following is an edited version of the speech
made at the presentation ceremony:

"About seven weeks ago many of our friends and
colleagues, past and present, met here to celebrate
the 50th Anniversary of the Radio Australia service.
Today, we are gathered together to pay tribute to a
man who has had a close association with that facet
of our country's recent history, but it is not for that
reason that we honour him today.

The National Australia Day Council is an
organisation whose principal aims are:

« To foster national pride in all Australians
« To promote the observance of Australia Day

« To instil in all Australians a desire to contribute to
Australia’s future

« To achieve these aims by encouraging
Australians to live and work together as one
people, by fostering local community spirit, by
stimulating concern for our country and creating
awareness of, and value for, our heritage.

The National Australia Day Council makes possible
for a wide range of businesses, Government
Departments, Defence Forces and Community
organisations to present achievement medallions to
those people, who in the opinion of their peers, have
made a significant contribution towards furthering
these aims.

It is my great pleasure to make such a presentation
to Bruce Robert Wilson.

Among his colleagues, Bruce has been whimsically
referred to as the 'Mayor of Shepparton' or 'Minister
for Tourism' in acknowledgement of the considerable
contribution he has made towards promoting the
qualities of the area. Perhaps, like me, however, you
may be surprised to learn just how extensive his
community activities have been and | might add-the
list is still being extended. May | refer to just a
selection:

» Councillor representing the Wilmot Ward of the

City of Shepparton from 1970 to 1981

» Served as Mayor 1975 to 1976

« Member of the Shepparton

Authority—11 years

» Executive Member of the Municipal Association
of Victoria 1974 to 1978, including two terms as
Vice-President

+ Chairman of the Family and Community Services
Programme for the Goulburn Region for 8 years

+ Ministerial appointment to assist with oversight of
local Psychiatric Hospital

» President and playing member of Shepparton
Symphony Orchestra

* Justice of the Peace

+ Foundation Member of Shepparton Central
Rotary Club

+ Member of Shepparton Art Gallery Management
Committee for over 8 years, during which time he
inaugurated a new management structure for the
Society

« Executive Member, Regional
Association over several years

Sewerage

Galleries

« Member of Group Study Exchange Team to
Argentina in 1977 and Team Leader 1988

+ Inaugural member of City of Shepparton Brass
Band

« Member Shepparton District Music Foundation
¢ Chairman of Music '81 Committee

This Award is presented to Bruce for his personal
contributions to:

« The development of facilities for the
disadvantaged, disabled and sick

» The promotion and development of the arts
« Service to charitable organisations,

which can best be summed up in the simple phrase,
'Service to the community of Shepparton'.

Before presenting Bruce with this Medallion | must
say that | have great admiration also for his wife and
family. Without their support and forbearance, none of
these achievements would have been possible, and |
am sure they will share in this recognition”.

MAX CHADWICK

WILL AUSTRALIA HAVE PAY TV?

This question has been asked certainly for as long
as Australia has had TV services. It could be said that
we had pay TV at one time because when TV was
introduced all viewers were required to purchase
viewers licences annually. Public pressure quickly put
a stop to this and since that time all Australian TV has
been "free to air".

These days, pay TV is seen as an alternative for
augmenting existing services. It has been suggested
by some that commercial TV is about providing
advertisers with maximum audiences, national
(public) TV is concerned with filling the programming
gaps not catered for by commercial TV, and pay TV is
about selling individual viewers precisely the types of
programs they want. In this regard pay TV can be
likened to the prerecorded video tape hire.

There have been numerous inquiries into the
desirability of the introduction of pay TV in Australia
over the years, the most recent leading to the
Saunderson Report of November 1989 which
recommended introduction on a progressive basis
using Telecom cable/optical fibre systems for
reticulation of a relatively large number of channels.

It needs to be noted that the broadcasting of
scrambled television on normal TV channels is not an
option in Australia because in general, all but one
channel have been earmarked for eventual free-to-air
TV services on a nationwide basis. One channel
would of course not be capable of providing effective
operation of a pay TV service.

Cable or optical fibre connections with individual
households offer a whole range of services and
facilities in addition to TV reticulation and while the
distribution costs will be high, only a small proportion
of these costs would legitimately be a charge against
pay TV. It is also probably inevitable that dwellings
will eventually be interconnected by broadband
reticulation systems and hence the proposal to carry
pay TV on these interconnections seems sensible.

It needs to be noted that the thrust for pay TV
comes from entrepreneurs and potential operators
rather than from the general public. It remains to be
seen if and when pay TV arrives whether the
community will flock to be connected or whether free-
to-air plus video tapes remain the dominant source of
programs sought by the average Australian.

LEON SEBIRE
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NATIONAL OFFICE

The Engineering Services Section has experienced
a number of changes recently with long term
consultants Brian Clements and John Reeve, both
Mechanical Engineers, along with David Lim,
Electrical Engineer, and Don Davis, Structural
Draftsperson, being recent additions. Engineer Class
3 Jenny Datsckevich was recently appointed to the
permanent staff while Engineer Class 2 Milan Delac
has been promoted to Telecom Property Services.

The Finance, Accounting & Supply Branch has lost
Garry Kyriacou to Operator Assisted Products Branch
and Gladys Cendak to Corporate Customer Division
while new acquisitions include Admin Officer 6 Alan
Richards from the Kerry Packer Group, Engineer
Class 3 Peter Ciblis from the Road Traffic Authority,
Admin Officer 3 Pam Thompson from TNE Tasmania
and Finance Officer AO3 Lisa Cutler from
Broadcasting Region Victoria and Tasmania.

In the Development Branch, Hugh Murray has been
seconded to the ABC for 6 months, Tony Magris has
transferred to Broadcasting Region Vic/Tas while
Engineer Class 3 Abe Azjenman has been promoted
to Telecom Mobile Services. Karina Ishak has recently
been welcomed to John Webb's Projects B Section as
an Engineer Class 3.

VICTORIA

Kate Prior, Drafting Assistant recently joined the
Drafting Group and along with Admin Officers Debra
Long-Rooks and Jane Gration are welcomed to the
Branch. Welcome also to Gary Bourke in the Lines
Group and from the National Cffice, Joe Raffoul and
Tony Magris who have joined the Engineering and
Construction Section.

Radio Australia Shepparton has seen the
retirement due to invalidity of two long serving staff.
Dick Maag who came from the ABC studios in South
Australia in the late 50's and made a friend with
everyone he met will now be able to spend more time
outdoors to his enjoyment. Ken Mackie, who
commenced at RA in the mid 60's, has not been in
the best of health for a number of years and is looking
forward to playing more often in the City of
Shepparton Pipe Band along with his wife, the Pipe
Major. Good luck and best wishes on your
retirements.

QUEENSLAND

The Radio Lines group has seen a number of
changes recently with the commencement of David
Wright and Brian Flintoff, and the resignations of Ken
Heap and Daryl Gardener.

Recent arrivals to the Branch also include Philip
Reeves AO1, Jacqui Fuller AO2, our Miss Telecom
Entrant in the Miss Australia Quest, and John Paul
Hayden STO2.

Mark Bagdonas AO2, has been temporarily
K%nsferred to H R Systems where he is acting as

3.

Brian Cleary BOM and Graeme Offer AO3 have
joined the European Jet Setters Club.

Many staff have celebrated additions to the family
including Craig Haines and wife Karen, Michael
Collins and wife Anne and Chris Russell and wife
Felicity. Congratulations to all. State Broadcasting
Manager Allan Garner and wife Gay became proud
grandparents for the first time. Mother and daughter
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are coping well, but grandpa is wondering what he is
in for now.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Recent arrivals to the Branch have included Sharon
Dorsett and Joanne Trower who have commenced
with the happy group of the clerical area.

Joy Lee has settled in with the Radio Lines group
on clerical duties and is coping well with this hard
working group who seem to spend more time at far
away places than in the depot. They recently
completed a number of major projects including one
at Mount Canobolas where they had to work amongst
the snow and bitterly cold winds. Good work boys.

TASMANIA

Roger Gascoigne who was the Branch Costing and
General Officer, completed his fixed term of
employment with the Branch on 18 May. Many thanks
Roger for your contribution and we wish you well for
the future.

There have been a number of visits from Victoria
following the establishment of the Vic/Tas Region and
these have included Radio Lines and Electrical Fitters
on various projects. It has been apparent that they
enjoyed their visits and we hope to see them again in
the near future.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Henry (Dick) Suhr, Communications Officer, Radio
Australia, Carnarvon, retired after 12 years service.
Dick does not intend to retire completely, as he has
headed for Katherine to help in his son-in-law's
business.

Others who left the Branch were, Frank
Vandevelde, Communications Officer, and Margaret
Stephens, Registry Officer.

New technical staff include Peter Provan and
Darren Dell at the Technical Centre and Trevor Mosel
at Radio Australia, Carnarvon. The Engineering and
Construction Section has been strengthened by Bill
Kriewaldt, Craig Lamb and Andrew Drakely joining as
Communications Officers and Carey Adams as
Draftsperson.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA/NORTHERN
TERRITORY

Jerome van der Linden, Finance Section, is on 12
months posting to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and Denis
Collins is on duty in Sri Lanka until end of July.

New arrivals to the Branch are, Colin Burk STTO1
at 5LN, Raymond Hunter CO3 with NT Radio Lines
group and Kevin Jeffrey TTO1 Radio Australia,
Darwin, ex Rockhampton.

Ron Warner, Draftsperson, retired after many years
of sterling service and Peter Harris, TTO2, The Bluff
also retired.

To mark the 25th anniversary of establishment of
The Bluff TV station, a ceremony was held at the
station at which Ted McGrath former Supervising
Engineer, Radio unveiled a plaque. Many people
associated with the initial establishment were in
attendance.












RADIO LINES—ENGINEERING
SERVICES SUPPORT

On recent projects, a new approach for Telecom
has been tried, tested and proven. This is to actively
encourage interaction directly between the external
lines area of Broadcasting and the Structures group
of Engineering Services Section, National Office. The
approach is an extension of the ‘“Radio Lines
Construction Practices TPH 2668” when applied to
non-standard erection procedures.

At the commencement of an unusual project,
erection practices, including rigging equipment, are
broadly evolved by the lines area, then checked for
structural adequacy by Engineering Services. A final
approach evolves by discussion between the two
parties to ensure that all requirements are fully met.

In this way, the lines area is responsible for the
rigging that they have to work with and can design the
approach around available equipment and/or people's
experience and be confident that the system is
structurally adequate and will not cause any overload
to the rig or the structure.

Initially, the approach was trialled on several
relatively small but different projects. One was at
Mawson in Western Australia where a four level array
of UHF panels was erected on top of a 180 m mast
using an externally mounted jury. The work was
carried out by Broadcasts Lines WA led by A.
Johnson (CO6). Another project was at Borthwick Hill

in South Australia where the crews were led by A.
Wissenburg (CO6) and J. Finch (COS6). This project
involved the placement of a six level UHF array on
top of a 122 m mast using external juries. The array
was lifted in two pieces with masses of 720 kg and
420 kg.

Recently, a 10 level SIRA UHF antenna was
erected at Mt. Canobolas, Orange in New South
Wales by the local Broadcast Lines staff lead by D.
Hume (CO6) and D. Smith (CO5). This lift was
unusual in that the antenna was lifted up the centre of
the tower and moved horizontally into position by the
use of a crab on rails at the top of the existing tower.
This lift was 14 m in length with a mass of 3800 kg.
The importance in planning the operation was
demonstrated on the day when the lift and
positioning, helped by a spot-on weather forecast,
went without a hitch. The day finished with a very
pleasant BBQ and “bull dust session”.

The Mt. Cancbolas antenna is a rather high power
array that is capable of taking four 30 kW UHF
services into full or half stack. It has double input
connectors to one face of panels, putting twice the
power to this face. To cope with the power, the panels
are fed by 7/8 inch diameter Flexwell cables whereas
the incoming rigid line to the antenna are two 4-1/8
inch diameter. These are fed by two 6-1/8 inch
diameter Flexwell cables up the tower to the U links.

These were very successfully completed projects
and should be the forerunners to many more where
Broadcast Lines staff are utilised for the more
interesting novel and challenging tasks of building a
high level of expertise within the Division. Well done.

GARY FRANCE
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