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NEWSFRONT Worldradio

A big win for the City

of Los Angeles

The City of Los Angeles has been
granted an experimental license to run
air-to-ground video downlinks in the
2402 to 2448 MHz band. The City of
Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles
as well as several other communities in
California and Nevada have made such
applications. They want access to the
bands for airborne video surveillance of
criminal activities, wildfires and other
emergencies. Most have also stated
their willingness to continue sharing
the spectrum with Amateur Radio and
other users.

The American Radio Relay League

has opposed the plan. In the past the
League has even refused to meet with
community leaders to discuss the idea.
When the matter was brought to the
FCC the ARRL filed opposition.
But it appears as if the needs of the many
outweighed the wants of the few, at least
in the eyes of the FCC. It has issued
WB2XEN to the City of Los Angeles.
Other licenses to adjacent communities
are expected to follow in the not-to-
distant future. — News/ine

Two killed installing
antenna

Two tower workers in North Carolina
are dead after falling 60 feet while trying
to erect an antenna tower in heavy winds.
Radio News reports that Chester Smith
and Steven English fell to their deaths
when a wind gust toppled a radio tower
they were building.

According to a sheriff’s detective,
Smith, English and four other radio
enthusiasts were building the tower

THE EASY TO USE
LOGGING SOFTWARE.

LoG-EQF Vension 9

* Complete station control for * Award tracking, QSL and

rig, TNC, antenna swilch, address labels, DX cluster spot-

and rotator. ting, beam tieadings, and more.
* CW keyboard and memory * Log-EQF Version 9 runs on

keyer. 80286 PC or better, in DOS.
 Works with majo’ calisign data- Windows, or 0S/2.

base CO's and the GOLIST QSL * Price $49 95 (add $3 shipping

Manager Program (GOLIST outside North America). VISA
starter database included) and MasterCard accepted.

EQF Software
Tom Dandrea, N3EQF * 547 Sautter Drive * Crescent, PA 15046
Phone/FAX: 1.724-457-2584  e-mail: n3eqf@usaor.net
web site: hitp://www.itis.net/eqf

2 WORLDRADIO, June 2000

as a birthday present for a local ham
operator. The detective said the other
men were hoisting a section of tower
to Smith and English atop the partially
assembled tower when a wind gust broke
the suspended section, which caused the
tower the men were standing on to fall.
— Radio News, Newsline

Disputes don’t

belon§ on the air
The FCC has told a pair of amateurs
to stop feuding on the air. It did so in a
letter to Steven Tunder, NSWGM, of
Freepoint, Ohio and Roger Wiseman,
KC8JBO, of Glendale, West Virginia.
Hollingsworth’s letter to Tunder and
Wiseman advises both Hams to review
Section 97.1 of the Amateur Radio
Service rules. It also tells them to make
certain that whatever disputes may exist
are not carried over to Amateur Radio
frequencies. — FCC, Newsline

New Zealand ama-
teurs to lose most of
70 cm band

New Zealand telecommunications
regulators have decided to sell off, or
at least reallocate a good part of the 70
centimeter Amateur band — a loss of 9
MHz of the 70 cm band.

Currently this portion of the band
is used for ATV repeaters input, with
output at 615 MHz (ch 39).

As Scott ZL1UWQ_said in a packet
bulletin, “This is a serious threat to our
bands!”

A series of meetings have already been
held on the topic as the Government’s
closing date for comments is 20 April.

-
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N

ZL amateurs, led by Fred Johnson
ZL2AM], are currently working on
the NZART submission opposing the
Ministry’s proposals.

If New Zealand telecommunications
regulators are successful in making this
reallocation it could wind up setting
a precedent throughout Oceanana —
and possibly worldwide. — Q-News,
Newsline

“Captain Truth”
nailed by FCC

The FCC has zeroed in on a Newton,
North Carolina, Extra Class licensee as
a prime suspect in its “Captain Truth”
investigation into unidentified Amateur
Radio transmissions and malicious
interference.

FCC Special Counsel for Amateur
Radio Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth
wrote John M. Yount, K4QlJ, on 29
March, citing FCC and other close-in
monitoring evidence to indicate that
Yount’s station was the source of “mali-
cious interference and jamming” on 20
and 75 meters. “Radio direction finding
bearings have led to your residence and
antenna at 225 N Gate Road in Newton,”
Hollingsworth told Yount. The FCC
said part of its monitoring evidence
resulted from work done by the FCC’s
High-Frequency Direction Finding
facility in Columbia, Maryland.

“Our evidence indicates that you
have made unidentified transmissions,
transmissions identified by the call sign
‘K40OKA’ as well as ‘Captain Truth,’
‘Captain Sod’ and numerous derivatives
thereof,” Hollingsworth wrote.

The call sign K4OKA is assigned to
John A. “Al” Abernethy of Hickory,
North Carolina. Abernethy last year
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lost his HF privileges for six months
following an FCC inspection visit to his
station in early 1999 and complaints of
deliberate interference.

The FCC said evidence in the “Cap-
tain Truth” case indicated that the mali-
cious interference and jamming occurred
at various times since March 1999 — as
recently as 24 March of this year.

In his letter, Hollingsworth posed a
sertes of questions to Yount. He asked
the licensee if he had ever identified
transmissions by the term “Captain
Truth” or as “K40KA,” or “Captain
Sod.” He also asked Yount what other
terms or call signs he has used to identify
his transmissions and if he had ever
made any unidentified transmissions
from his station. For any answer in the
affirmative, Hollingsworth requested
that Yount supply the frequencies and
circumstances 1nvolved.

Hollingsworth gave Yount 30 days to
provide a written response and said the
information provided would be used
to determine what action to take in
the case. Failure to respond, he told
Yount, would result in the designation of
his Amateur Radio license for a revoca-
tion and suspension hearing before an
administrarive law judge.

Hollingsworth also told Yount con-
tact him by telephone to discuss the
matter further. The ARRL Audio News
is at www.arrl.org. — FCC, ARRL,
Newsline

Crew reaches MIR —
Amateur Radio acti-
vated

A pair of Russian cosmonauts have
reached the Mir Space Station and are
slowly bringing it back to life. The Mir
crew docked with the space station on
06 April. A short time later the crew
activated the Amateur Radio station. The
first report that it was on the air came
on 08 April from Israeli station 4X4LF.
Shlomo says he heard the 143.625 MHz,
during the 1006 to 1014 UTC pass. The
signals were 5 by 3 to 5 by 5 and full
quieting most of the time. Shlomo adds
that he tried calling on 145.985 MHz
using both packet and FM voice but
got no reply.

You can expect to hear quite a bit of
amateur activity from Mir while the
crew is up there. Cosmonaut Aleksander
Kalari is a very experienced amateur and
a lot of activity is expected to take place
on 145.985 FM simplex.

In the meantime, audio from Mir and
other space missions can be found at
Andrew Thomas website. The address 1s:
www.andythomas.org.uk — News/ine
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] Editor’s Log

t's a conspiracy! The list of Lifetime
Subscribers keeps growing and
growing. I think you readers are
doing this in an effort to get me to
be quiet. Yes, I only have so much room
for my rambling opinions, but if this
keeps up, I won't be able to spout off!
Our latest list of Lifetime Subscrib-
ers:
* Tony Naglieri, NIN]J
Ware, MA
* Steven Wheatley, KU9C
Morristown, NJ
¢ Arthur Altarac, WA2KXE
Long Beach, NY
* Joe Owen, KO4RR
Box Springs, GA
* Glenn Winningham, KD8JV
Cincinnati, OH
* Fred Fisher, AA9OP
Indianapolis, IN
* Bernard Small, N9ML
Walkerton, IN
* Randy King, KONC
Lincoln, NE
* John Cooper, KA6IJN
Sylmar, CA
* Tony Planinac, KC6NBI
Nipomo, CA
* Paul Zander, AA6PZ
Los Altos, CA
Welcome aboard, y’all!
)

I just heard something that has me
puzzled. In a long conversation with Jim
Haynie, W5JBF, our ARRL President
told me about the ARRL'’s actions in the
case involving the pirate attack off the
coast of Honduras. He had me mixed
up with another caller who wanted to
know how much money the ARRL had
spent in this matter. Jim stated that
no funds from the ARRL treasury had
been spent. He also told me he had lots
of e-mail on the matter — some of it
“hate” mail.

It seems that some are questioning the
U.S. response to aid a foreign national
in internationa! waters. And in reading
a report posted on the ARRL Members
Only web site, there are reports of
intentional interference taking place on
the frequency while this emergency was
being handled.

When I served as a radioman in the
Coast Guard, we handled emergency
traffic like this every day, and most of
them were foreign nationals on the high
seas. It was very common to pass along
medical advice from the U.S. Public
Health Service or a U.S. Navy doctor to
a vessel on the high seas. In some cases

To subsaribe call: 1-800-366-9192

U.S. Air Force “PJ’s” would parachute
into the ocean near the vessel and provide
medical care until the vessel was within
helicopter range and the patient could
be evacuated, so this situation is basically
normal ops for me. But when I hear
about people questioning our handling
of the case, it just makes me furious!
Consider this — reverse the situation.
You are on a boat 500 miles off the
coast of Australia. You have a medical
emergency so you call for help and
the only government that can assist 1s
Australia. But sorry, by some of the
warped reasoning going around, you are
out of luck because you are a foreign
national in international waters. Better
luck next time.

Let’s get something straight — this
is an INTERNATIONAL hobby! Bor-
ders, boundries, nationality or race do
not matter. A human life was at stake,
and Amateur Radio operators took care
of the situation. Each and every Amateur
Radio operator who took part in this
was a hero! I believe that no one reading
this editorial would be so low as to do
something like this, so I would like
you to spread the word over the air and
at your club meetings. Please post the
following, and you can say it comes
from me.

I will offer some advice to anyone
who sent “hate” mail to the ARRL, or
interfered with the communications —
SELL YOUR GEAR and get out of
this hobby. You are no longer welcome
here. Take up stamp collecting. We
don’t need your warped attitude in this
hobby.

Woerldradio was well represented last
weekend at the Visalia DX Convention.
Armond, N6WR, John, N6JM, Glen,
W6RWR, Ashley, W6GUY, and I all
had a great time. If you have ever worked
a DX station, you really should make an
effort to come to this convention. You'll
be able to put faces together with the
call signs, voices and CW signals you
hear on the bands.

The contesters’ dinner was lots of fun
with 250 DXers simulating a pile-up by
yelling their call signs, with a DX expert
trying to copy as many calls as he could
to establish a “list.”

Sunday mornings’ festivities included
the conventions version of “Who wants
to be a millionaire?” But in this DX ver-
sion, the questions were about DXing.

Lots of food, fun and friends await
you next year! — WF60
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Amateur of the Year
— Martti Laine, OH2BH

ach year the Dayton Amateur

Radio Association (DARA)

names the Amateur Radio

operator of the year, to be
honored at the annual Dayton Hamven-
tion. For the year 2000 the committee
has selected one of the most well-know
DXpeditioners Amateur Radio has ever
seen — Martti Laine, OH2BH.

Martti has been active from some
exotic locations during his Amateur
Radio career. His familiar voice has been
heard from the Aland Islands, Gambia,
Madeira, Pagalu Island, Market Reef,
China, Sudan, Albania, Conway Reef,
Penguin Island, Revilla Gigedo and
others. In recent months, Martti has
been heard from North Korea and the
Chesterfield Islands.

He certainly has a talent for unlock-
ing doors closed to the usual requests
for operating from foreign countries.
North Korea, for example, has been a
very “closed” society, not allowing any
Amateur Radio activity for years. How
does he do it?

It all started when Martti was 15 years
old. He became interested in Amateur
Radio after making a deal with his
brother, Reijo, OH2EW. Reijo taught
Amateur Radio courses and Martti
loved to ride on his brothers’ motorbike,
so Martti would get a ride twice a
week in exchange for attending his
brothers’ classes. It didn’t take long
for the Amateur Radio bug to bite and
Martti received his license.

In the summer of 1962, Reijo asked
Martti to go along on a DXpedition
to the Aland Islands. After hearing
the huge pileups attempting to make
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but twice with another
station in Madeira,
signing as CT3BH.
Amateur  Radio
operation from China
has always been a
problem due to the
government wanting
to keep it a “closed”
society. In 1995 Martti
organized an Interna-
tional Amateur Radio
Conference held in
Beijing. Ideas were
exhanged and Ama-
teur Radio has been
on the increase from
China ever since. Last
year, Martti brought

= up the same ideas
: ,/ to the government
- of North Korea, and

contact with OH2EW/OHO, Martti
was hooked on DX. And he has been a
prolific DXpeditioner ever since.

One of his greatest accomplishments
has been his DXpedition from Gambia
in the early 1970s. No one had ever held
world records of both SSB and CW
modes in the CQWW at the same time.
He accomplished that goal, not once,

operated briefly with
a demonstration sta-
tion. Efforts to put more stations on
the air from North Korea have met with
resistance from the government, but it’s
just a matter of time before Martti cracks
this nut, too.

Not only does he operate from exotic
locations, Martti is a well-known author
of several articles and a book for those
interested in organizing a DXpedition.
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Martti Laine, OH
from Larry Brockman, N6AR.

He truly has this down to a science. His
book, “Where do we go next?” is much in
demand by those considering a journey
to a foreign land. He has also contributed
articles to many of the Amateur Radio

publications and supplied information
for “DXpeditions Guidelines” by Wayne

WORLDPACK
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2BH, recieving his plaque for the 1971 CQ Wo

rld Wide DX Contet

Mills, N7NG. Worldradio presented his
story of the H4JAA DXpedition from
Temotu in the September 1998 issue,
shortly after it became a new DXCC
entity.

Martti has been recognized for his
accomplishments in other ways, too. He
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WorldPack solar rechargers.
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was inducted into the DX Hall of Fame
and the Contest Hall of Fame — both
before he reached the age of 30. And, he
is still the only Amateur Radio operator
who has been inducted into both!

After a stint with his employer in the
Far East, Martti has now returned to his
native Finland — but it’s just a matter
of time before we hear his voice from
another exotic location.

Congratulations, Martti. You deserve
the recognition. And thank you for being
such an outstanding ambassador for
Amateur Radio! A
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HALF-SIZE DIPOLES
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Rules & Regs David Splitt, KE3VV

Your comments on restructuring

he March column on restruc-

turing inspired or goaded

many readers to respond via

e-mail, snail mail, and the
occasional metaphorical brick through
the window. While the vast majority
of comments were positive, a few ham-
mered away at the “loss” of Extra privi-
leges to the unwashed hordes who will
mire the lower end of the CW bands
with molasses Morse and the SSB por-
tions with simian gibberish. A few others
conjectured that I was adorned with the
horns of the “anti-code.” In reality I
have enjoyed Morse code since I was a
Boy Scout in the 1950s, although I admit
I rarely sent semaphore at anything close
to 5 wpm. These days I heat up the
Bencher® for contests and even strap
a key on my leg when I am mobile. Of
course, I do consort with the code-less
netherworld and enjoy masticating the
rag on the 2-meter repeater with all my
no-code “gud buddies.”

One of my favorite responses to
“Restructuring — The Bottom Line” was
from Carl, K9LA, who wrote, “Couldn’t
have said it better myself!” Brevity is the
soul of compliments. One whole family
of Hams in Lompoc, CA, sent in their
thoughts in support of the changes:

“If most of the Hams had your clear
head, our Ham radio would be in
immensely better condition than it is in
today, especially re: getting youngsters
involved to pick up the baton from
the oldsters. The CW-to-the-death
characters have held a strangle hold on
Ham radio far too long. My wife is
Tech-plus, and we have three sons —

IT‘'S HERE!!!
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General/N6AUN, Novice/KB6GGV,
and Technician/N6CQC. It would be
interesting if you, after a couple of
months, were to tabulate your “hate mail”
vs. “praise mail,” ...the numbers might be
revealing. Count this one as praise mail.
Actually, you can count yet another four:
my wife, Magrit (N6FQG), and our
three “boys.” Five “yay’s” right off the
bat! John Schmid, WA6PGA.

I admire John and Magrit for having
a whole family of Hams... and naming
their sons General, Novice, and Techni-
cian was truly inspired! I am optimistic
for the future of Amateur Radio because
there are a lot of Hams out there just
like the Schmids, and it will be easier to
recruit new Hams without the onerous
requirement of high speed CW as a “rite
of passage.”

though the Bitter and the Gloomy

are represented in the responses, the stats
so far are vastly positive (about 95% in
favor), including some of the following
interesting comments:

“I can now more easily share MY
opinions about restructuring with others

and, hopefully, help others better under-
stand “the bottom line.” The column
helped me pull together all the thoughts
swirling around in my head.” Fred Stone,
WSLLY.

“I agree. My only hang-up, and this
is because I know only too well how
the system works: by downgrading
the code, the phone bands will be
increased in size and we will go through
another phone-CW war and that proba-
bly will be the end of CW.” Lew McCoy,
WIICP/7.

“Thanks for telling it like it is. Why
can the FCC be so wise to what is
needed and the ARRL continue to plod
along like it’s 19662 I think a few of the
directors need to wake up and join the
century or at least think about retiring.”
Bob Kuhn, KC7YN.

“Bravo on your March column! 1 like
the way you can round up the entire
corral and give them the dickens! I am
not anti-Morse code... after having been
a Great Northern telegrapher in the mid
‘50s.” Ed, K7FEZ.

“It may surprise you to learn that I am

Amateur Radio Call Signs

The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under

the sequential call system as of 24 April 2000.

For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PRS000 #206-S
dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance
Branch, 1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245, toll free 888/225-5322

District GroupD Group C Group B Group A
Novice Tech/Gen Advanced Am Extra
%] KC@HUI ++ KI@RS ABOKB
1 KB1FB]J ++ KE1LW- AA1VB
2 KC2GGC ++ KG2RB AB2HC
8 KB3EVH ++ KF3DV AA3TO
4 KG4HI] ++ KV4EW AF4RK
5 KDSJYV ++ KMS5XB AC5UF
6 KG6BDZ ++ KR6RA AD6KR
7 KD7IUK ++ KK7WH AC7BY
8 KC8OIC ++ KI8JW ABSFH
9 KBIWEC +4+ KGITC ABYKF
N. Marianas WHQABM AHOBC KH@IK NHOP
Guam WH2AOB AH2DN KH2UT ++
Hawaii WHé6DGE KH7ZE AH6QA WH7G
American Samoa WHBSABI KH8DO AHB8AI AHS8R
Alaska WL7CVE KLOWR AL7RP ALGV
Virgin Island WP2AIM NP2KQ_ KP2CP ++
Puerto Rico WP3NOT WP3HE KP3BM WP3E

++All call signs in this group have been issued in this district.
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Rules & Regs

a Ham of 39 years who holds an Extra
Class license and loves CW, but I have
been an advocate of the reduction or
elimination of CW for many years. I
think I'll keep your column for one year,
and will then send you a note to tell you
what impact restructuring has had on me,
my friends, and Amateur Radio opera-
tions here in the Pacific Northwest.”
Bob Peschka, K7QXG.

“The column should make some of the
old ard take a good look at themselves.

estern Washington, after No Code

Techs got involved, a high percent of
them are now Extras. Just had to get
their feet wet and get involved with
Amateur Radio clubs.” Larry, NA7W.

“Your column is right on line! I have
talked to the ‘Vinces’ of the Amateur
Ranks, and I asked them if they really
listened to the foul talk on 20 and 75
Meter bands. And if they did listen, did
they ever look up the calls of the worst
offenders? About 60% of the foulest
‘mouths and procedures comes from the
Ranks of the Extra Class! So just how
on earth will getting new blood in the
Amateur Ranks spoil anything? I do
have one gripe. I resemble the olf retired
farts’ referred to by you! (nice touch, heh
heh!) Keep up the excellent column, itis
writing yours that keeps me subscribed.”
Ed Ciecierski, WBSWOU.

“I agree with you 100%! I was at one

time an engineer with Collins Radio in |

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. One of my goals
in life was to own a complete line of
chality Collins Amateur Radios. But
the Morse code requirement kept me
out of Amateur Ragio for a long, long
time. After having attained the Extra
Class license, I surprised many Ham
operators by being a major supporter of

the No-Code Amateur license. In times |

INTERNATIONAL ANTENNA CORP

DOUBLE BAZOOKA ANT ‘ENNAS
The ulti in high p dipol
Broadband performancc with SWR <2:1 across entire bnnd
Constructed of MIL-SPEC &
Totally scaled from all weather environments.
Extremely quiet pluc 98% efficient even at 2KW's plus.

g@ SINGLE ANTENNA PRICE
- ’ 4OMetes  $120
5 80Merers 5140

160 Meters 8200

DOUBLE BAZOOKAS ARE AVAILABLE AS A
PHASED ARRAY OR SINGLE HALF SLOPER
$i11

)
40 Mem’
80 Meter
160 Meter $140

P.O. Box 121430 * Clermont, FL 34712
1-888-268-4214 (phone/fax) * www.iacantennas.com

$105
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past, I saw many of my fellow engineers |

refusing to consider Amateur Radio
when they realized that the ancient art of
telegraphy was required just to enter the
hobby. Thanks for putting most of my
thoughts regarding restructuring into
words.” Norm Richards, N9EVM.

Not all the e-mails and letters were
positive. A few interesting missives

were from Extra Class amateurs who |

are upset about having to share their
band segments with the under-achieving
riﬁ-raﬂgir:)w—Coders.

‘I just had to comment on KE3VV’s
writings on restructuring. It occurs to
me that [Worldradio] and he are totally
without credibility to comment — after
all you both have a huge vested interest

in the situation. More Hams means |

more business for [Worldradio] and a

job for KE3VV. Not only that, KE3VV,

memorize a few questions and he’s an
Extra!

code for entry-level licenses (including

license is so easily obtained. Why not
retain somcthing that is a little “tougher,”
a little more “selective,” a little more
“exclusive” that some can aspire to?”
Woody Ralley, K7TN.

I have no “huge vested interest” in
adding new Hams. In “real life,” I
am an attorney and consultant. I do a
fair amount ofy writing and speaking in
connection with my law practice, but
Amateur Radio is a hobby. Writing for
Worldradio is pretty much “volunteer”
work, done out of an interest in the
hobby and the enjoyment of writing
about it. Worldradio writers get token
payments of about $25 per column (and

VAW RRLRXARXA
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¥ special $39.95 incl shipping.
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o  Coffeeville, AL 36524 o
2 www.visradio.com cﬁ?
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I can hear you saying, “Well, that’s what
Rules & Regs is worth”... hi hi). In
short, having more or fewer Hams has
no impact on my bank account.

I have upgraded to Extra but I hardly
consider a few kilocycles of bandwidth

| the “gift of my life.” Woody’s comments

about “selective” and “exclusive” are
exactly what I was writing about in my
column. The idea of an Extra Class
“fraternity” with high speed Morse code
as a “rite of passage” (or “hazing” if you
prefer) is something I strongly disagree
with. To stretch the analogy to its
extreme, I don’t need to be “paddled” to
join the users of those precious kilocycles
at the bottom of the band. Old Timers
may recall that those band segments
were taken away from General Class
amateurs when the incentive licensing

| boondoggle was introduced at the behest
Advanced license holder, has been |
presented with the gift of his life... |

of the ARRL.
Ham radio was never meant to be
“exclusive” in any way. That’s what

| country clubs and other private social
“I agree with the premise of low/no |
fg P

clubs are all about. Amateur Radio is

| an activity that uses a “public” facility
General), but it upsets me that the top |

— the airwaves. Think of the amateur
frequencies as highways for radio waves

nd the Ham ticket more like a driver’s
license. The criteria for getting a license
from the government to “drive” the
ether are only those criteria relevant to
regulating the airwaves, not keeping it
reserved for a few “elite” practitioners
of the ancient and revered art of hand-
operated Morse code. Bottom line —
I didn’t care that much about joining
the Extra Club, but I want to use the
clubhouse, so I had to join.

Tim Moore, K4TK, wrote alooonnngg
e-mail from Alabama (edited here to
save a few trees), and told me up front
it was neither a hate e-mail nor a flame!
But he is certainly upset!

“Ijust can’t sit by and keep silent while
the debate on restructuring unfolds.
I want to make sure guys like YOU
know why some of us ‘Extra Class frat
boys,” are DEEPLY disappointed by
restructuring. Let me explain...

“I have been a Ham since 1987, NOT
some old codger who has been in the
hobby for decades. At 43, I am part of
the ‘instant gratification’ generation,
many of whom don’t want to have to go
through the ‘hassle’ of earning Tythlng
the old fashioned way. I do NOT think
learning the code makes someone a better
operator. But it DID make you show
that you were willing to make some kind
of commitment to learn something about
the hobby. But in today’s ‘something for




Rules & Reg

nothing’ environment, learning the code
is too great a price to pay to upgrade.

I consider this lowering ofP standards
a continuation of the ‘dumbing down’
of America. Here in Alabama, students
only have to pass an EIGHTH grade
level examination to graduate from
High School. Some day we will no
longer require ANY test for a Ham
radio license. I could live with that if we
had meaningful written tests. Even my
license is ‘tainted’ by the fact that I took
those EASY multiple guess tests. Bring
back the fill-in-the-blank tests, make
the written test more challenging, and
then we can let the CW tests go away.
Then we can be filled with pride at
having accomplished something when
we do pass our test and upgrade to a new
license class.

“I do NOT have to like restructuring,
but I accept the changes, and I certain%y
must try to help make the most of the
situation by trying to Elmer in new
Hams and Hams who upgrade to the
HF bands.” Tim Moore, K4TK.

I agree that the tests are not quite
as ditgﬁcult as the “old days” when you
had to go to the FCC office and draw
diagrams of push-pull oscillators and fill
in the blanks. But even then we knew
what the diagrams would be and just
memorized them. You seem to think
that the test questions and answers were
not available then, but I can assure
you that they were. Nothing much has
changed in that regard. Multiple choice
is easier than “fill in the blanks,” but
not much. I agree that the written tests
are not all that meaningful, but they
NEVER have been. And the code test
is even less meaningful.

I also abhor the “lowering of stan-
dards,” and a continuation of the ‘dumb-

ing down’ of America in some ways. A
lot of standards have been lowered in the
name of “fairness” or phony equality, so
much so that some high school gradu-
ates are illiterate. But the analogy of a
high school diploma and a Ham radio
license doesn’t hold water. Diplomas are
supposed to reflect learning necessary
life skills... Amateur Radio isa HOBBY.
Where is it written that getting a Ham
call sign is supposed to be difficult?
Besides, eliminating 13 or 20 wpm code
is not so much a lowering of standards
as it is eliminating code SPEED as the
criterion.

Learning the Morse code is still
required to get on HF (or get an Extra),
and I would agree with the “retain 13-20
wpm” proponents IF learning more than
5 wpm code really was a test of anything
relevant to Amateur Radio. The analogy
to getting a pilot’s license (which I have)
helps make my point. A higher speed
code requirement is sort of like making a
student pilot learn how to fly a tail wheel
airplane because it is (a) harder and (b)
everyone used to have to do it. But very
few tail wheel airplanes are made or
flown anymore. So even though landing
a taildragger is more difficult and shows a
commitment to flying, etc., it is irrelevant
to becoming a modern pilot. The license
is a ticket to get in the door, get involved,
and learn more. Of course, in the case
of a pilot’s license, the consequences of
not continuing to learn may be more
drastic than a few RF burns and too
much TVIL.

Just a thought, but I found that learn-
ing to program all of the features on
my 2-meter HT was a lot harder than
passing a 13 wpm code test, And they
sell those to no-code techs.

For those Extra Class Hams who decry

Screwdriver Antenna Memory
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adds a computer controlled memory
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system. The SAM will replace your
existing up/down manual tuning switch
with a microprocessor based controller.
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- Jon Smith / KD6EHA
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Shipping & Handling 6.00
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the loss of the “special” aura attached
to the Extra Class, there are lots of
ways to be a “special” member of the
Ham community. Five-band DXCC or
WAZ, DX Honor Roll, Worked All
USA Counties (I am one of less than
1,000 Hams who have done that... that’s
really exclusive!), and there are lots more.
You can be special by saving a life or
bringing comfort to disaster victims as
part of ARES or RACES, or helping
coordinate Amateur Radio services for
a local marathon to raise money for
charity. You can be REALLY special
by being an Elmer to new Hams of all
ages and teaching them how to play
the game.

I got some really good advice from
W6ES]...

“You will never be able to please all
the people all the time, but I think the
FCC did a commendable job. Like all
of us there are parts we might not like
(or ways we would do things differently)
but it i1s done and now let’s all make it
work. Let’s help and encourage the new
Hams and make our hobby grow.” Jim,
W6ES] (44 years a Ham and an ARRL
Life Member).

I look forward to a new generation of
HF amateurs who tell all their friends
how much fun it is to turn on the short
wave radio and share more than typing
with the people they met on the Internet.
“Yeah, man! There was this cool static
and the DX windows never crashed
once!” And maybe we should just
try thinking of Amateur Radio as a
Community rather than a Fraternity.
That will expand EVERYONE'S band-
width! 2

SaleseQude gl ine;
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I didn’t h

Allen Sherwood, K6USN

recently sold my QTH of many
years and moved about four blocks
away. I assumed that as a Ham, my
big problem would be removing
the 35-foot tower and monoband Yagi
(the realtor, a non-ham, called it ‘dea%—
killing,’ but to me it was, and remains, a
thing of intrinsic beauty). I got the tower
down, by first trying to sell it, then giving
it away to a local Ham as moving day
approached without the lineup of eager
buyers I had anticipated. The 2,000
Ibs. of ready-mix concrete I poured, in
eager anticipation of my antenna farm
some 13 years earlier had now become
an eyesore to the back yard. Digging it
out was impractical, so was covering it
with dirt since the sawed off legs of the
Rohn 25 tower base protruded through
the concrete like a three legged tank tra
from Omaha Beach. I made a “planter
out of the base, with some redwood
planking, and I sure hope the new owner
doesn’t stick a shovel into it (it’s 3 inches
of potting soil over a ton of concrete),
or he will be vibrating like a tuning fork.
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O pour concrete

This stealth HF -
antenna is dis-
guised as a bird
house. The SGC
tuner attached to
the fence is now
hidden behind a
fake bush.

Still, it passed inspection (the
house inspector was much
more interested in the termite
infestation in the garage —
thank goodness for the diver-
sion!).

The new place was swell,
until I got my copy of the
CC&REs at closing. The real-
tor never mentioned THAT
when I asked early on. Any
and all outside antennas were
forbidden. I suspect they have
geranium police that check
for the position of the potted plants as
well. It is sort of like the military — what
is not mandatory is forbidden. Anyway,
I solved the problem with a trip to the
hardware store and Radio Shack. My
‘antenna-less’ back yard now sports a
20’ tall “birdhouse” which, if one looks
closely, has 60’ of #24 transformer wire
running to a “bird feeder” via an attic
vent. The whole thing is tuned with a
Smarttuner hidden behind an artificial
geranium (a nice touch, I thought) and
the counterpoise runs along the bottom
of the fence. This setup tunes 40-10
Meters in three seconds and has an

-
ZD ENGINEERING

Specialists in CATV Hardline Matching
Transformers, Power Dividers and Related
R.F. Devices.

——
Paul H. Darwactor, W8ZD

605 Balsley Avenue, Findlay, OH 45840
PHONE: 419-424-8765
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almost flat SWR — which I attribute
to the capacitance of the fake geranium
plant. It does not work quite as well as
the 3-elements at 40°, but then I didn’t
have to pour any concrete either.

My first key down experience activated
the burglar alarm, which enabled me to
meet my new neighbors and the County
Sheriff, all at one sitting, but a few ferrite
beads and chokes fixed that right up.
Well, most of the time — if I don’t run
more than 20 watts. And I didn’t have
to pour any concrete either.

My last duty was to let the FCC know
I'd moved. 1 dutifully sent them a 3"x
5” “change of address” card as supplied
by a sister governmental entity, the
Post Office. Silly, silly me! About two
weeks later, as I was adding more ferrite
beads to my house wiring, the postman
delivered an official looking letter from
Gettsyburg. To my horror, it started out
“Notification of Dismissal.” It seems
that my “application” (the change of
address card) was being “dismissed” for
not being on an FCC Form 605. That
this dismissial was “without prejudice”
was of small comfort. The form letter
suggested I visit the FCC web site, and
download the required forms. Unfortu-
nately, my internet access was down
(RFI), and when I got it going, I dis-
covered I needed to download Adobe
Acrobat software to get access to the
illusive Form 605. But, I reminded
myself, I didn’t have to pour any concrete,
right?

There was the caveat that one could
call in and request the Form 605 the
old fashioned way. Two hours workin
myself through the byzantine FC
voicemail system (designed to weed out
all but the most persistent) got me a
genderless mechanical voice that allowed
me to give a mail address for them
to send the forms to (I wonder why I

Communication Products

Amateur Radio Sales
7946 S. State St., « Midvale, UT 84047

LOW OVERHEAD

LOW PRICES
Check our website at
http://www.comm-pute.com
Or call:

1-800-942-8873

for the best price!

We will match any dealer's price on new.,
current model amateur radio equipment.

couldn’t just give my new address and
be done with it?).

Weeks passed. The mailman delivered
a 10"x12” brown manilla envelope with
the return cachet of the FCC, and sport-
ing $1.21 worth of metered postage.
Clearly, this was serious correspondence.
It contained 25 pages, leading off with a
synopsis of compliance with “Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995” (I guess I am
lucky they narrowed my forms down to
a mere 25 pages to report my change of
address). This process was taking a lot
of time away from operating. I'd missed
Field Day, the CQ Worldwide and WPX
doing paperwork, and now here was the
Big Enchilada, the long awaited, elusive,
FCC Form 605. I poured over the 24
pages of instructions so as not to make
some serious mistake that would send
me back to Square Uno. It took longer
than my Federal Income Tax forms, and
was, I am certain, designed by the same
team of mad bureaucrats. I decided, from
the dozens of acronyms listed that “RM”
(Renewal/Modification) was different
than an “MD” (Modification). I tossed
a mental coin and decided to shoot the
works on “MD.” Nowhere did anything
say what to do if you moved four blocks
south and wanted to let the FCC know
about it. Done! 24 pages now line my
cat’s litter box and the infamous “605”
is off to Gettysburg, hopefully on a one
way trip.

The alarm system works flawlessly
(most of the time) and the neighbors have
stopped examining my birdhouse with
binoculars. I added a large plastic owl
to keep any pesky birds away from my
antenna wire, and life is good. Besides,
I didn’t have to pour any concrete. And
no, I'll never, ever move again!

)
~-

TEACH Morse Code

Want to TEACH CW & need help?

Morse Code 2000 (Ver. 2 now shipping)
is a complete 40 class course on CD for you or
your club to help people pass a 5 wpm test.

Includes all this & more!
A 180 page Instructor’s Manual with
100+ pages of Work Sheets & Lesson Sheets
150+ Morse Code ASCII Files to send using
MFJ-414 Morse Tutor, Morse Academy, etc.
Practice Exams with Question & Answer tables
Teach your students how to take their exam
Shows how to teach a CW class interactively
Explains how to teach class "over-the-air”
Teaching aids, progress logs, handouts etc.
All materials supplied in .doc and .pdf format

$29.95 includes S&H (MA add $1.50 tax)
Check or MO to: Dragonwyck Design, Inc.
PO Box 77, Georgetown, MA 01833
VISA/MC Orders: 978-352-7711

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com

From MILLIWATTS

3CX400A7
3ICX400U7
3CX800A7
3CX1200A7
3CX1500A7
3CX2500A3
3CX2500F3
3CX2500H3
3CX3000A7
3CX3000F7
3CXB000A7
3CX10000A3

to KILOWATTS”

TRANSMITTING & AUDIO TUBES
Immediate Shipment frorn Stock

3CX10000H3
3CX10000A7
3CX1500043
3CX1500047
3CX2000047
4CX2508 & R
4CX350A & C
4CX400A
4CXB00A
4CX1000A
4CX1500A &B
4CX16008

Motorola RF Transistors
ToshibaRF Transistors
Door Knob Capacitors
Semco Metal Clad Micas
Vacuum Relays

RF POWER TRANSISTORS
& MODULES

)‘m TOSHIBAY, .,
'i_'MOTQROLA

Complete inventory for servicing

Amateur, Marine,

Communications Equipment.

Se Habla Espadol

.

Svetlana
T

4CX3000A 61468
4CX3500A 6146W
4CX50004 6JB6A
4CX7500A 8560AS
4CX100004 35002
4CX100000 3-50026
4CX150004 3-10002
4CX20000A7  4-125A
5CX1500A &B  4-250A
5728 4400C
811A 4-1000A
833A&C 4PR1000A

o Japanese Transistors

© RF Power Modules

» Broadband Ferrite Xmfrs
o Power Tube Sockets

® Bird Meters & Elements

and Commercial

+ We Export

Visit our Web Site for latest
Catalog pricing and Specials:

rfparts.com

ORDERS ONLY

1-800-RF-PARTS -

1-800-737-2787

ORDER LINE ® TECH HELP © DELIVERY INFO.

760-744-0700
FAX TOLL-FREEFAX
760-744-1943 888-744-1943

\

E-MAIL: rfp@rfparts.com
435 S. Pacific St. + San Marcos, CA 92069

RF PARTS"

COMPANY

..
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MFJ 1.8-

Reads complex impedance . . . Super easy-to-use
New MF]-259B reads antenna SWR . . . Complex RF Impedance: Resistance(R) and
Reactance(X) or Magnitude(Z) and Phase(degrees) . . . Coax cable loss(dB) . . . Coax cable
length and Distcnce to fault . . . Return Loss . . . Reflection Coefficient . . . Inductance . . .
Capacitance . . . Battery Voltage. LCD digital readout . . . covers 1.8-170 MHz . . . built-in
frequency counter . . . side-by-side meters . . . Ni-Cad charger circuit . . . battery saver . . .

170 MHz SWR Analyzer-

low battery warning . . . smooth reduction

The world’s most popular SWR
analyzer just got incredibly better
and gives you more value than ever!

MF J-259B gives you a complete pic-
ture of your antenna sI{erformance. You
can read antenna SWR and Complex
Impedance from 1.8 to 170 MHz.

You can read Complex Impedance
as series resistance and reactance (R+jX)
or as magnitude (Z) and phase (degrees).

You can determine velocity factor,
coax cable loss in dB, length of coax and
distance to a short or open in feet.

You can read SWR, return loss and

reflection coe{ﬁcient at any frequency
simultaneously at a single glance.

You can also read inductance in uH
and capacitance in pF at RF frequencies.
Large easy-to-read two line LCD
screen and side-by-side meters clearly

display your it;[ormation.

It has built-in frequency counter, Ni-
Cad charger circutt, battery saver, low
battery warning and smooth reduction
drive tuning.

Super easy to use! Just set the
bandswitch and tune the dial -- just like
your transceiver. SWR and Complex
Impedance are displayed instantly!

Here’s what you can do

Find your antenna’s true resonant fre-
quency. Trim dipoles and verticals.

Adjust your Yagi, quad, loop and other
antennas, change antenna spacing and height and
watch SWR, resistance and reactance change
instantly. You’ll know exactly what to do by
simplg watching the display.

erfectly tune critical HF mobile anten-
nas in seconds for super DX -- without sub-
jectinlélyour transceiver to high SWR.
easure your antenna’s 2:1 SWR band-
width on one band, or analyze multiband per-
formance over the entire spectrum 1.8-170 MHz!

Check SWR outside the ham bands with-
out violating FCC rules.

Take the guesswork out of building and
adjusting matching networks and baluns.

Accurately measure distance to a short or
open in a failed coax. Measure length of a roll
of coax, coax loss, velocity factor and impedance.

easure inductance and capacitance.
Troubleshoot and measure resonant frequency
and approximate Q of traps, stubs, transmission
lines, RF chokes, tuned circuits and baluns.
Adjust your antenna tuner for a perfect
1:1 match without creating QRM.
And this is only the beginning! The

MF}-224

$ o5

l 59 Measure s:fnal strength
over 60 dB range, check and set FM devi-
ation, measure antenna gain, beamwidth,

M front-to-back ratio, sidelobes, feedline loss
fl in dB. Plot field strength patterns, posi-
tion antennas, measure preamp gain,
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Call your favorite MFJ-259B
dealer for your $ 95
best price! 2 59

MFJ-259B is a complete ham radio test station
including -- frequenc¥ counter, RF signal gen-
erator, SWR Analyzer™, RF Resistance ang
Reactance Analyzer, Coax Analyzer, Capacitance
and Inductance Meter and much more!

Call or write for Free Manval

MF.J’s comprehensive instruction manual
is packed with useful applications -- all ex-
plained in simple language you can understand.

Take it anywhere
_ Fully portable, take it anywhere -- remote
sites, uKtowers, on DX-peditions. It uses 10
AA or Ni-Cad batteries (not included) or 110
VAC with MFJ-1315, $14.95. Its rugged all
metal cabinet is a compact 4x2x6%s inches.
How good is the MFJ-259B?

MEJ SWR Analyzers™ work so good,
many antenna manufacturers use them in their
lab and on the production line -- saving thou-
sands of dollars in instrumentation costs!

Used worldwide by professionals everywhere.
More MFJ SWR Andalyzers™

MFJ-249B, $229.95. Like MFJ-259B,

but reads SWR, true impedance magnitude and

frequency only on LCD. No meters.

MFJ 2 Meter FM SignalAnalyzer™

detect feedline faults. track down hidden transmit-
ters, tune transmitters and filters. Plug in scope to

analyze modulation wave forms, measure audio dis-

tortion, noise and instantaneous peak deviation.
Covers 143.5 to 148.5 MHz. Headphone jack, bat-

tery check function. Uses 9V battery. 4x2'/:x6% in.

To subscribe call: 1-800-366-9192

drive tuning . . . and much more!

MFJ-209, $139.95. Like MFJ-249B but
reads SWR only on meter and has no LCD or
frequency counter.

MFJ-219B, $99.95. UHF SWR
Analyzer™ covers 420-450 MHz. Jack
for external frequency counter. 7'/2x2'/2
x2'/sinches. Use two 9 volt batteries or
110 VAC with MFJ-1312B, $12.95. Free
“N” to SO-239 adapter.

SWR Analyzer Accossories
Dip Meter Adapter
MFJ-66, $19.95. Plug a dip

meter coupling coil into your
MFJ SWR Analyzer™ and turn it
into a sensitive and accurate
bandswitched dip meter. Save
time and take the guesswork out
of winding coils and determining
resonant fre?uency of tuned circuits and Q of
coils. Set of two coils cover 1.8-170 MHz
depending on your SWR Analyzer™.

‘ Genuine MF] Carrying Case
MF]J-29C, $24.95. Tote
your MFJ-2598 anywhere with
( this genuine MFJ custom carrying
case. Has back pocket with secu-
rity cover for carrying dip coils,
adaptors and accessories.

Made of special foam-filled
fabric, the MFJ-29C cushions
blows, deflects scrapes, and protects knobs,
meters and displays from harm.

Wear it around your waist, over your
shoulder, or clip it onto the tower while you
work -- the fully-adjustable webbed-fabric car-
rying strap has snap hooks on both ends.

Has clear protective window for frequen-
cy display and cutouts for knobs and connec-
tors so you can use your MFJ SWR Analyzer™
without taking it out of your case. Look for
the MFJ 1053 for fenuine authenticity!

MFJ-99, $54.85. Accessory Package for
MFJ-259/B/249/B/209. Includes genuine
MFJ-29C carri'in case, MFJ-66 dip meter
adapter, MFJ-1315 110 VAC adapter. Save $5!

w! Tunable Measurement Filter™
MFJ-731, $89.95. Exclusive MF]
tunable RF filter allows accurate SWR
and impedance measurements 1.8 to 30
MHz in presence of strong RF fields.
Has virtually no effect on measure-
ments. Works with all SWR Analyzers.

MFJ No Matter What™ warranty
MF] will repair or replace (at our option)
your MFJ SWR Analyzer™ for one full year.

Nearest Dealer . . .
http://www.mfjenterprises.com

* 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money

back guarantee (less on orders from MFJ
MF

Box 494, Miss. State, MS 39762

%60,12 323-5869; 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri.

AX: (601) 323-6551; Add s/h

Tech Help: (601) 323-0549

s/h)
J ENTERPRISES, INC.
Prices and specifications subject to change (c) /998 MFJ Enterprises, Inc.

More hams use MFJ SWR Analyzers™ than any others in the world!



MFJ 24/12 Houvur Clocks

Dual 24/12 hour LCD Clock

MFJ-108B dual clock
MFJ-108B has separate 24 hour and
s 9 12 hour displays. Lets
you read both UTC and
local time simultaneous-
ly. Features huge high-

plus s&h contrast 5/8 inch LCD
numerals that makes it easy to read across the room.
Mounted in solid brushed aluminum frame with sloped face
: for easy viewing. Synchronizable to WWYV for split-second
MF]-12/24 HOUR DUAL LCD CLOCK 1 timing. Quartz controlled for excellent accuracy. Long life
MODEL MFJ-1088 P i battery included. 4'2Wx1D x2H in. MFJ’s famous No
Shown actual size Matter What™ one year limited warranty. $6 s&h.

DXer’s Wall Clocks Hi-Contrast LCD Clocks Bright LED Clocks

MFJ-125, $29.95. 12 inch MFJ-119B, $49.95. Giant .
DXer’s Quartz wall clock LCD Display 24/12 Hour Clock.
gives 24 hour time plus more. Has giant see-across-the-shack
Has three smaller independ- 2'/« inch time digits. Digital cal-
ently settable dials for 12 endar or clock modes. Displays
hour time, day of week and | inside temperature (F/C), rela-
/ date. No more day/date con- | tive humidity, month, date and MFJ-114B, $59.95. Bright, GIANT 1.75 inch red
fusion when logging DX! | day of week. Handsome hunter | ppg are mé biggest and bﬁéhtest we've ever seen!
Highly visible, easy-to-read green and tan color. Wall mount. 8'/:x9 inches. 24 or 12 hour time with seconds digits. Easily seen

dials! Has Seconds hand. MFJ-118, $24.95. 50 feet away -- even in the dark! 110 VAC. Great
MFJ-115, $24.95. Set this Dot cakihas on your desk or mounted on the wall! 12'/2Wx4'/z in.
B jumbo 1 inch LCD MFJ-116, $14.95. Big bright
iy e digits. Displays 24 or 12 5/8 inch LED digits. 24 or 12
“mek;n any time Z°ff‘eh° 5 2 hour time, year, month, hour, 9 min. ID tglmér battery
g ¢ ;)Vg ¥ g anylgm.e'o A aly' date, anc day of week. 100 year full calendar. back up. Black. 110VAC.

§ Premier world cities encircle p,n, on wall or desk mount. 5%:Wx2'/:Hx'/dD in. 'MF] ‘i16DC $19.95. 12

% its colorful world map face
VDC, plugs in cigarette lighter.

r‘ to indicate time zone. 12 inch MFJ 107B $9.95. 24 hour UTC

face is easy to see across ﬁb’- }_'3 Clock has large 5/8 inch LCD numer- Great for motorhomes and truckers! 12 hour only.

room. Has Seconds hand. ¥ ;5. Synchronizable to WWYV. Solid
MF]-105C, $19.95. w225 | brushed aluminum frame lasts for Monster m Atomic H
World's most popular ham ~ Years. Long life battery included. 2'/x1x2 in.
radio wall clock! True 24 =4 MFJ-112, $24.95. 24/12 Hour - 1MFJ-120, $69.95.
iy hour Quartz movement. Huge Wori{i Map ECD Clock displays ,24112 hour Atomic
12 inch black face with large time in every time zone in the CIock automatically
@, white numerals give excel- B 6 riiS slecied time Zone flashes ‘receives WWVB for
lent visibility across room. vaus = =¥ on .CD world map. Displays 24 ‘millisecand accuracy.
Attractive gold colored hour, ooy or 12 hours, minutes, seconds, ‘Monster 2 inch LCD
minute and seconds hands. “vear month, date. day, time zanes, cities. Single characters. Reads
MFJ-126, $24.95. 12 hour button accesses pre-set second time zone. Alarms for relative humidity and
Quartz movement gives 12 two time zones. Adjusts for daylight savings time. ttemperature (F or C).

i - “~'Has alarm. Attractive
MFJ-152, $24.95. Read Indoor and | metallic copper color. Use on desk or mount on

Outdoor temperatures and 24/12 Hour 1. Giant 8x10'-Wx*D inch showpiece.
B8 time at-a-glance on kuge 3/4 inch LCD L SR D e ey

8l digits! Choose F or C. Stores minimum -_Wm

and mazimum temperature readings. Has ‘;’-’ $ 95
B8l backlight for in-the-dark viewing, outdoor |7 AL 29 Tiny powerful MF] CyberEar™
temperature sensor with ten foot cable. el plugs in and loops over ear -- captures
and amplifies sounds by 12 dB! Extends your

7 Band WeatherAlert  14-in-1 HamTool™ HamGom‘ ¥ Waistpalk |hearing range, helps you hear every word at

hour time on inner dial (for g
XYL) and 1200 to 2400 hour

time on its outer dial (for you).
Attractive clean, white face
is highly visible. Real glass
cover' Handsome hunter green §
trim. Has seconds hand.

¥ hamfests and club talks -- if you” th

l;/[;]bs:”o;) ];4;]6690: gg:: i?g;g]i ’}"i’gz,‘)é’ b:::rll( i?):/ !al(]}recat1 foraeyseba]eivég(l)s).lgl(; :iea;) r:no::ey

plus s&h plus s&h tool! This 14- plus s&h back if not absolutely delighted. Not a hearing aid.

Receive in-1 tool pock- MFJ’s

continuous et-size toolbox LS 1 Free MFJ CCM’ g
eatlv;/eather info/ ¥ is all you need  Gear™ Waz stPak™ is the perfect and Nearest Dealer . . . 800-647-1800

warnings on all 7 weather chamels: ™)/ for putting up  hamfest, DXpedition or field day htto://www. mf- enterprises.com
162.4/.425/.45/.475/.5/.525/.55 antennas or i s Ayl Pl aarhg tRE L )
MHz from 380 U.S. locations 24 Ao g 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money

working on rigs. 9 spots to put your ham radio gear,  back less s/ ders di
hours/day. Also includes AM/FM  Includes needle-nose pher< with tools, accessories and refreshmgnts e el ke

radio, spotlight. siren, ﬂashu;g light wire cutters and jaws for gripping.  Foam padded and comfortable. %%E'LQNI\TIIE?}S’&{‘,SEISS 319§(6:2
for emergencies. Water resistant  Has flathead and Phillips screw driv- Made of heavy duty twill burlap for 662) 323-5869; 8.4:30 CST, Mon.-Fi.
cabinet. Shoulder strap. Great ‘for ers, knife, ruler, file, punch more! long life. Features tough webbed AX (662) 323-6551; Add s/h
hamfests, DXpeditions, camping.  Stainless steel, belt carrying case.  belting with solid plastic buckle. Tech Help: (662) 323- (0549

Prices and specifications subject to cluznge (c) 2000 MFJ Enterprises, Inc.
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A QRP DXpedition to AF-004

Carl Mason, GW@VSW

or my birthday this year we
booked a last minute holiday
in a warmer climate away from
the ice and snow of our UK
winter. We were fortunate to find a
weeks holiday in Tenerife.
I took my QRP Plus, MFJ-971 and
a power supply. Those of you who read
my article in the December 1999 issue
of Worldradio know the problems I had
with batteries when 1 operated from
Island of Zakynthos in Greece last year.
My antennas consisted of a Pro-AM
mobile whip for 30M with various
mounts. This would also work on 20M
with the ATU but was only used once.
A half-size G5RV was packed, as well
as several lengths of wire which would
enable me to build a long wire with
counterpoise if needed. All of this equip-
ment packed neatly into my large camera
bag and was carried as hand luggage
aboard the aircraft.
Customs officials at the Bristol airport
were very interested in my luggage and
after a thorough check we were cleared

Bells And Whistles For )

& Your Rotor?? @

Why buy a new, foreign-made
model just to get the extras?

Modernize your old faithful HAM-
Model 2,3,4, or T2X with the following:

QC A quick-disconnect plug & socket
kit. Installs in all CDE/Hygain
“Bellrotors” like HAM-IV, T2X, CD-44,
etc. Actually replaces the terminal
board and mounts directly to rotor. Not
for pipe/mast-mounted units. $15.00

BD 7-second delay unit available sepa-
rately. A 2 x 2 inch circuit board fits
in Ham-2,3,4, T2X AND HAM-M
control units. $25.00

SW “Super Wedge" A custom unbreakable
steel wedge for HAM-3 and HAM4
rotors capable of holding 40-foot
booms. Also fits the older HAM-M
and 2 with housing change. $15.00.

Please expect a $3.50 S/H charge.

To order any of the above call:

ROTOR DOCTOR

1-800-3-ROTORS, 10-5 EDT

For additional info or dumb questions, write us at:
7368 SR 105, Pemberville, OH 43450

E-mail: Craig@rotordoc.com
See items at: www.rotordoc.com
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to board the aircraft for the four hour
flight to the island. We arrived shortly
before 1400 at Reina Sofia airport to
overcast skies but much warmer weather,
the temperature approaching 20C.

Tenerife is the largest of seven islands
that make up the Canaries. It has two
distinct climates. The Northeast side
of the island is green and humid while
the Southwest coast is dry and arid. We
stayed in the resort of Playa De Las
Americas at the Hacienda Del Sol Hotel
and apartments.

The journey from the airport took
just over 30 minutes dropping off other
travelers on the way. When we arrived at
our destination I was pleased to discover
that the complex was on three floors.
Our rooms were on the top floor on the
end of one row which meant that we
would have a balcony on two sides of
the apartment. An ideal location for
an antenna!

The following day was my birthday
and I spent 30 minutes before breakfast
installing the G5RV. The available plot
was smaller than I had hoped but I
managed to squeeze the antenna in by
working one side along the wooden roof
above one balcony and the other side in
the clear, bent around the corner over
the second balcony. Both ends dropped
down about three meters and then ran
along the balcony floor. Nearby was a
small metal table where I placed a small
mag-mount with the mobile whip. I

used this antenna to make my first and
only QSO that day on 30M.

My first CQ_as EA8/GWQVSW
went out at 0918 and was shortly
answered by Goran, EA8YU, who gave
me a 5-2-9 report. Goran lives on the
nearby island of Las Palmas and was
surprised to hear another EA8 station
on the band. He was using his new K2
transceiver with 10 watts and an end-fed
wire. His signal with me was 5-5-9. We
chatted for a while before signing clear.
No other stations were worked that day
but stations in F, DL, SP and OFE were
all copied on the band with good signal
strengths.

The rest of the day was spent relaxing
on the beach with my family in the
nearby resort of Los Cristianos followed
later on by an evening meal in “Joe’s
Place,” a jazz bar we had discovered in
our resort. Retiring late that night I
looked forward to the next morning and
my first serious attempt to operate on
Tenerife.

On Sunday morning at 0800U, using
5 watts, I called CQ on 14.060 and after
a short while was answered by Mal,
GW@KYY, in Morriston, Swansea
who had been listening for my call. He
was 5-7-9 using 12 watts from his FT-
1000MP and 3-element Yagi and gave
me 5-5-9. The conditions on 20M were
very good and a small pile-up developed.
1 worked 14 stations including 9AS5I,
PA3CME, and Dave, GM4ELYV, in

This Isn't Any Ordinary Receiver...It's an MR4

Ordinary receivers can't perform in harsh R.F. environments like the MR4...

With SEVEN large hefical filters in the front end and TWELVE poies of IF filtering, the MR4
receiver is immune to desense at interference levels greater than 100,000uV.

The 21.4 MHz first [F and oscillator/multiplier chain make it difficult to even measure .
an image, and its double-balanced first and second mixers reject intermodulation products by 80dB
The MR4 receiver Is also packed with features like our famous MCS sauelch circuit often called

"the best there Is"1

The automatic fast/slow squeich locks on to weak signals and

eliminates squelch tails on strong signals.

MICRO CONTROL SPECIALTIES...For the BEST:
Repeaters*Links*Power Amplifiers*VoterSyStems*Receivers*Transmitters
Call or write today for a Free Brochure

Used worldwide by government
and military services

Micro Control Specialties

A Division of Kendecom Inc.

23 Elm Park

Groveland, MA 01834

Voice (978) 372-3442

Fax (978) 373-7304
hittp://www.concentric.net/~kendecom

To subscribe call: 1-800-366-9192




| Carl Mason,
GWOVSW, uses
gear suited for
any Ham plan-
ning a vacation.
QRP is possible
| from just about
anywhere. Why
don’tyou giveita
i try? |

L

Glasgow, who was my first two-way
QRP contact and was using just 1 watt
into a delta loop. Two fellow members
of the G-QRP Club, Tom, DL4VM,
using 5 watts and a dipole, and Paul,
DKS8SX, using 1 watt and a 3-element
Yagi were also worked. Other countries
worked included F, SP and IT9. I tried
other bands but 20M was by far the best
and this is where I decided to concentrate
my efforts calling on the RNARS, FISTS
and QRP calling frequencies.

The morning was the best time to
operate. I would get up before the rest
of my family and start operating just
as the sun was rising and watch the
light slowly creep up the side of the
mountains behind our apartment and up
towards the peak of Mt. Teide, an active
volcano and Spain’s highest mountain
at 3,718m.

During the week we booked a coach
trip to visit Mt. Teide in the Parque
Nacional de las Canadas del Teide which
is the fifth largest national park in Spain
and includes an enormous volcanic crater
measuring 48km in circumference. This
park lies at around 2,000m above sea
level and is a weird and wonderful place.
It is more similar to the moons surface
than any other place on Earth. It is
made up of black lava flows and rock
formations of pumice and basalt. There
are twenty-one trails to walk on within
the crater which are well marked and
you are not permitted to stray off these
routes. Unfortunately we did not get
the chance to walk on any of them as
the coach only stopped at a few places
for us to stretch our legs and take a few
photographs. There is a cable car that
takes visitors from 2,356m to 3,550m
up the side of Mt. Teide, just short
of the peak, but this was closed for
maintenance. Visitors are now no longer
able to walk from this point to the
summit because of the damage caused

over the years to the rare flora and fauna
that are found there. We were very
disappointed as we had looked forward
to taking our children up to the summit
of the volcano, something my wife and
I had done during our first visit to the
island 18 years ago.

Some operating was done in the
evenings but band conditions were
not good with signal reports several
S-points down from the morning ses-
sions. Contacts after 1730 UTC included
CT1/G3VNG. Dave, a fellow RNARS
member, was also QRP using 5 watts
and a dipole. We exchanged reports of
5-8-9 and once again a small pile-up
started with stations from DL, EA,
EA6, F, OE, PA, S52 and YU entening
the log.

During my morning sessions I heard,
but was unable to work 5N4CPR,
9H1EL, N2YA, SVi1CU/8, TA3DD
and ZL2AOH. I just could not break
their pile-ups!
~Best DX during the week was Herb,
SM6DOK, near Gothenburg. He was
also QRP using 5 watts into his W3DZZ
and reports both ways were 5-5-9.
The lowest power station worked was
G3ZWH. Doug from his QTH in
Snodland, Kent, was using just 200mw
when he called me one morning and
would have been very good copy had it
not been for several other QRP stations
calling CQ_on top of him. His report in
the clear was 5-3-9.

By the end of the week 57 QSOs were
made, 27 of which were 2xQRP. and
19 DXCC countries were worked. The
G5RYV had performed much better than
expected and I had logged 19 countries
by the end of the week. It was disap-

ointing not to have worked into the
USA but I had a lot of fun operating
from AF-004 and now look forward to
my next QRP DXpedition — wherever
that may be! 3
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Terror on the high seas

Rene Steigman, K4EDX

t was an afternoon like most any

other. The Maritime Mobile Service

Net was in operation handling routine

check-ins and phone patch request
on 14.300 MHz.

Just a few kHz up the band, Phil Fiol,
WB2BMC, was in QSO with Ray Faber,
WBIAVE, when he received an urgent
call from KH2TD aboard the S/V Hayat.
Jacco Van Tuijl, the captain/owner of the
vessel reported his vessel had been attacked
by pirates.

Phil instructed Jacco to QSY to 14.300
where the Maritime Net was operating.
Dick Fernandez, KD5BZ, one of the net
controllers, received the call and learned
that the 8/V Hayar had been anchored
some 100 miles off the coast of Honduras.
Jacco and his son Willem were in a small
dinghy a short distance from the Hayat
when a wooden boat with four men had
come along side the Hayat and asked for
water. They boarded the sail boat and tied
up Ms. Van Tuijl and yelled for Jacco and
his son to return to the boat as they fired
shots into the air from high-powered rifles.
Jacco, seeing another vessel in the distance
decided to make a run in an attempt to get

TUNER-TUNER™

* Tune your tuner without transmitting.
¢ Save your finals.
* Stamp out tuneup QRM.
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TOROID CORES

s..

Palomar stocks ferrite and iron powder cores.
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Model RFI-4 !
+ $6 S&H U.S./Canada. Tax in Calif.

@ send for FREE catalog z
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BOX 462222 « ESCONDIDO, CA 92046
(760) 747-3343 » FAX: (760) 747-3346
e-mail: Palomar@compuserve.com
www.Palomar-Engineers.com
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help. As he and his son started for the other
vessel, the pirates opened fire. The result
was the dinghy was hit and Willem was shot
near the stomach. The pirates, apparently
panicked by all of the commotion and the
sight of another vessel in the distance,
made a run for it leaving the vanTuijl’s
in the water.

Jacco managed to get his son on board
the Hayat and then used his Ham rig to
summon help.

Dick, KD5BZ, alerted the U.S. Coast
Guard of the situation and attempted to
patch them to the Hayar when his receiver
tailed. George, W4LT, alerted Rene,
K4EDX, the net manager, via landline of
the situation. Rene asked Fred, W3ZU, to
assume net control as he had good propaga-
tion with the Hayat and all parties.

Jim Hirschman, K4TCV, a medical
doctor in Florida was also summoned to the
net. Jim remained on frequency throughout
the night offering medical advice in an
attempt to stabilize Willem until medical
help could arrive on scene.

In the meantime, the Coast Guard had
handed off the situation to the Honduran
Navy which dispatched a vessel to the scene.
The Navy vessel was equipped with HF
radio and they established communication
with Fred, W3ZU. Fred, who speaks
both Spanish and English, acted as a relay
between the Hayat, the Honduran naval
vessel and the U.S. Coast Guard.

The Hayat begin to sail towards the
Honduran naval vessel, as it was becoming
obvious that rescue was going to take
hours — there were no faster vessels in the
vicinity. Throughout the night the Hayat
and the Honduran naval vessel headed
towards each other but at a speed of only
six knots.

Fred, W3ZU, operated continuously
from approximately 1800 Eastern time until
0700 Eastern time passing the vessels loca-
tion to each other, relaying information and
telephone patching the U.S. Coast Guard.

In the early morning hours the concern for
the Willem’s safety was peaking. His pulse
was becoming more rapid, breathing was
shallow and he had lost a lot of blood. One
can only imagine the terror in the hearts of
the boy’s parents as they watch their son
laying there knowing help was hours away.
Jacco remained extremely calm, although
at times you could hear the frustration and
sometimes fear in his voice as he continued
to report his son’s condition.

Towards the early morning hours propa-
gation was changing and signals were
beginning to fade. Out of concern that
contact might be lost with the Hayat and
their rescuers, Phil, WB2BMC, and Mike,
YV5VE7AMYV, established an alternate
frequency on 40 Meters. Fortunately, Fred,
W3ZU, was able to maintain contact with
the Hayat throughout the night and early
morning hours and the 40-meter alternate
frequency was not needed.

After what seemed like an eternity, the
Honduran naval vessel reported VHF radio
contact direct with the Hayat. When the
two vessels were able to rendevous, a sigh
of relief was breathed by all on frequency.
But this was short lived as there was still
quite a distance to go to get Willem to a
hospital. The naval vessel would have to
make it to port and then the plan was to
transport Willem by helicopter at first light
to a hospital in Honduras. Jacco remained
on the Hayat and would sail it to the port of
Roi Tan off the Honduran coast. He would
then join his family at the hospital.

Fred, W3ZU, and several other amateurs
stayed on frequency though out the remain-
der of this ordeal to maintain contact with
Jacco as he piloted his vessel to port and
until he was able to rejoin his family.

As of this writing, Willem is in Childrens
Hospital in Dallas, Texas, where he is
reported to be recovering from his wounds.
It was reported that he is paralyzed from
the waist down and that neuro-surgeons
are assessing this situation. 7
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Visalia International DX
Convention — 2000

John F.W. Minke, II1, N6JM
Rick McCusker, WF60

his was the 51st meeting of

the Northern and Southern

California DX Clubs, this

time back at the Holiday Inn
in Visalia,.CA. California DXers from
the north and south have been gathering
together for 50 years and the event
has grown to become an international
affair. What other DX convention can
match that? There was one deserving
DXer attending who has attended all
of them.

Worldradio was well represented this
year with five of us attending. The
testivities commenced Friday afternoon,
14 April, and continued until shortly
before noon on Sunday, 16 April. Over
600 attended.

This year the event was again spon-
sored by the Southern California DX
Club, with three co-chairmen: Will
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CW pileup contest

s — 100 call signs are on the tape. The winner of the contest copied

59 correct calls. (There was a serious filter problem when the tape was recorded.)

Angenent, KENDV, and the Gardenias
husband and wife team, Carl, WU6D,
and Cathy, N6DXC. Dave Bell, W6AQ,
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was the Master of Ceremonies, and the
club had an excellent program.

Attending DXers began gatherin
at 1300 when registration was opened,
although some were there earlier for
the 8th annual golf tournament. The
exhibit area was also opened with several
vendors maintaining a booth, including
Woerldradio.

At 1700 registration and the booth area
was closed in preparation of the usual
attitude adjustment hour, sponsored by
HRO and the DX Bulletin. Following
that were two specialty dinners, the
2nd Annual DX Convention Contest
Dinner, with Fred Laun, K3ZO, as
guest speaker, and an IOTA Dinner,
which was down the road at Apple Annie
Restaurant. Later in the evening Tom
Orr, W6HT, gave a slide presentation of
past conventions in the hotel lobby.

East Timor
A surprise presentation was given

by Bernie McClenny, W3UR. Bernie
edits The Daily- DX which is available
to those with internet capabilities and is
also the “How’s DX?” column in QST.
Most DXers were aware that Bernie had
just completed his DXpedition to East

imor and his trip was the subject of
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All of these U.S. Hams ventured out on a DXpedition during 1999. This is just a small prtion of Amateixr-Rdo eratrs
fortunate enough to be able to operate from a foreign country.

his presentation.

Bernie said that he had been talking
with United Nations people prior to
any operations from East Timor and
also said Martti Laine, OH2BH, had
suggested that he attempt a DXpedition
| there. Martti was already involved with
the Chesterfield Islands operation so he
could not participate.

Bernie was all set to go with his
license in hand, 4W6DX, which bore
the date of 14 March 2000 from UN
headquarters in New York. He even
called them just prior to leaving on his
DXpedition and was told everything
was fine. Unfortunately, upon arrival he
was told that the license was invalid.
However, he was able to get a new
license and was assigned the call sign
4W/W3UR.

Bernie said the original plan was to
operate from Dili. [However, they were
transferred to Baucau, about three hours
to the east.

There were many electrical problems
to overcome as everything was in sort

didn’t happen. This operation ended
with Bernie by himself. However, Thor,
4M6MNI, was able to help him install
the antenna in his spare time when he
wasn’t working, which was about 12
hours a day.

A total of 9,191 contacts were made
with 6,543 of those unique calls. Of that
amount 2,001 were on CW, 7,134 on
SSB, and 56 on RTTY. As for band

Armond, N6WR, using a primitive
speech processor to break a voice pileup.
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Semi-formal portrait of all the foreign amateurs attending this year’s convention.

breakdown he made 6,049 contacts on
15 Meters, 1,712 on 10 Meters, 1,404
on 20 Meters, 8 on 30 Meters and 18
on 80 Meters.

Other presentations

Bernie wasn’t the only one presenting
a program on a DXpedition. In last
month’s issue, Worldradio brought you
the story about the Hillview Gardens/
Borneo/Layang Layang DXpediton.
Bob Schenk, N20OO, the leader of this
effort was present with Jani Kusmulyana,
YB@US, and Tom Harrell, N4XP, all of
them operators during the DXpedition.
Also at the convention was Phil Weaver,
9M6CT, who lent logistic support for
this major event.

An excellent presentation was given
by Dave Patton, NT1N, on the newest
mode on HF — PSK31. We'll be cover-
ing this exciting new mode in the next
issue of Worldradio.

Bob Heil, K9EID. put on a demon-
stration called the “Science of Audio.”
He did an outstanding job of showing
the differences between original micro-
phones, broadcast-quality microphones
and adjusting audio input in a rig to
get the best sound to that rare DX sta-
tion you're trying to snag. The crowd
was thoroughly entertained by Bob’s
explanation and show about audio.

he Saturday evening banquet was
tasty, and entertainment was provided
by Bob, K9EID, banging the keys on a
Woaurlitzer organ. After dinner, several
awards were presented along with lots of
prizes given away. The DXer of the year
for this convention was Harvey Shore,
K6EXO.

Cathy Gardenias, N6DXC, was hon-
ored with a nice plaque for her work
in putting this convention together.
She also won several of the prizes given
away, including the grand prize, a Yaesu,
FT-1000MP. It was just in time —
Cathy upgraded to Extra at this event,
along with several other new Extra Class
amateurs.

After the prizes were given away,

To subscribe call: 1-800-366-9192

Wayne Mills, N7NG, put on a great
show about the recent DXpedition to
the Chesterfields. The slide and video
presentation was first class!

Sunday morning things were starting

Henryk, SMOJHF, was one of the many
Hams who stopped by the Worldradio
booth to get a copy of our latest issue.

to wind down, but there was still one
more really nice event <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>