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Texas lawmaker
exempts Hams in
amended tower pro-
posal

As a result of intervention from the
ARRL, Texas House of Representa-
tives member Robert Cook has agreed
to amend a proposed bill, HB 1148,
aimed at regulating antenna construc-
tion, height, lighting and location, to
include a new section that excludes
Amateur Radio. The new section,
240.082.5

EXCLUSIONS, is now worded to
say: “Nothing herein shall be construed
to regulate, nor shall it regulate anten-
nas, antenna support structures, devices
or facilities, installed, maintained and
used exclusively for Amateur Radio
communications by Amateur Radio
operators licensed by the Federal Com-
munications Commission.” ARRL
assisted Rep Cook in wording the
specific exemption. In a separate
action, another proposal, Texas House
Bill 1492, would require all towers
taller than 50 feet to be painted and
marked in accordance with aviation
safety regulations. ARRL President
Jim Haynie, W5]BP, has suggested
that Texas amateurs contact the bill’s
sponsor, State Rep Rick Hardcastle,
rick.hardcastle@house.state.tx.us, and
voice objections to the bill in its present
form. — ARRL Letter

Ham radio
earthquake response

winds down in India
Raj Kumar, VU2ZAP, in Bangalore,
reports that Amateur Radio’s role in
the disaster response is nearly over.
“Ham radio’s part, in my opinion, is
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News courtesy of the ARRL Letter and Newsline

done,” he said. He said some members
of the Bangalore Amateur Radio Club,
which had posted several members to
the Gujarat quake zone, already had
returned to Bangalore. The 26 January
earthquake killed more than 50,000
people, injured many others and left
upwards of 1 million homeless. In
the immediate aftermath of the earth-
quake, Amateur Radio provided the
only reliable communication with the
outside world. Telecommunications
systems have been at least partially
restored to the stricken region. Salva-
tion Army Team Emergency Network
Coordinator Pat McPherson, WW9IE,
says his organization will provide care
for up to 100 children from the Bhyj
area orphaned or disabled by the quake.
— ARRL Letter

Ho-hum reaction to
ARRL CW shift

The ARRLs decision to no longer
oppose the elimination of Morse code
as an International Amateur Radio
licensing requirement has not caused
much excitement among the rank and
file in the U.S. Amateur Radio com-
munity — at least not among Hams
who actually operate their stations.

Judging by on-the-air comments
monitored by Newsline, those U.S.
amateurs who discuss the matter seem
to have expected the Leagues Board
of Directors to accept as inevitable the
abolition of the international licens-
ing rule that calls for Morse testing.
Nation after nation has made known
decisions to vote in favor of dropping
international radio regulation S 25
at the next World Radiocommunica-
tions conference slated for 2003. —
Newsline

Oscillating preamps
generate interfer-

ence complaints

The FCC reports it’s gotten word of
a rash of interference problems created
by oscillating preamplifiers built into
Winegard TV antennas used primarily
on RVs, campers and motor homes.
The oscillations generally appear in the
400-500 MHz range, and sometimes
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elsewhere, and have caused interfer-
ence problems to public safety and
Amateur Radio operation at distances
of several miles away. The FCC’s
Gary Hendrickson says Winegard
has acknowledged the problem and
estimates that there may be as many
as 40,000 defective units in the field,
which it has agreed to replace at no
charge. Owners, RV dealers or repair
shops that might have new, but defec-
tive, units in stock should contact
the factory at Burlington, Iowa, at
319/754-0600. Winegard also has
proposed a proactive program in
which service technicians will visit the
larger campgrounds, rallies and dealers
around the country, actively look for
defective/radiating units in operation
or on the dealer’s shelves, and replace
them at no charge to the customer,
regardless of the age of the unit. —
FCC, ARRL Letter

AO-40 update

According to AMSAT Germany, the
bird is still in its seasonal limitations
which will end by April. AMSAT
D-L says that if the now underway
de-spinning routine is successful, the
planned recovery efforts of AO-40
could begin fairly soon. Testing of
this software routine is now underway.
Meanwhile the S-band middle beacon
is operating nontinally and can be heard
on 2401.323 Mhz. — AMSAT-NA,

Newsline

Panama commemo-

rative operation

The “Radio Club de Panama” has
obtained a special permit from the
Panama Government Radio Office
which gives any amateur radio operator
in Panama during the month of March
2001 use the special prefix 3E500.
This special prefix is to commemorate
the 500th year anniversary of the
Discovery of the Isthmus of Panama. A
special QSL will be issued to confirm |
all QSOs during March. The QSL
Manager is HP1RCP. Cards go to him
in care of the Radio Club de Panama,
P.O.Box 10745, Panama 4, PANAMA.
— Radio Club de Panama, Newsline




On the cover: Bill Eitel, W6UF, operating from

| his mountain cabin station at Twin Lakes,
near Bridgeport, California in 1956. Bill,
along with Jack McCullough, founded Eimac,
manufacturers of power vacuum tubes. Bill

| and Jack invented the power tubes that use
the titanium anode which offer excepticnal
overload protection. — Photo contributed by
Jim Jolly, W6RWI

| Pusuiswer: Armond Noble, N6WR
‘ Associate: Glen Rudesill, W6RWR
Epitor: Rick McCusker, WF60
| Associate: Norm Brooks, K6FO
PRroOFREADER: Jane Albusche
| Lavour
GRrarHics MaNAGER: Ashley Guy, W6GUY
GRAPHIcs AssisTant: Clayton Guy, K6GUY
ADVERTISING
| Direcror: Helen Noble
| Manager: Brenda Evans
GrarHics Director: Dianne Dunning
SUBSCRIPTION STAFF
CircuLATION MANAGER: Marcia Watson

e

Published monthly by Worldradio, Inc.,
916/457-3655. Club call: WR6WR.

! 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818 USA;
}

Worldradio (USPS 947000) is an interna-
| tional conversation. You're invited to partici-
| pate. Our goal is to be a valuable resource
of ideas and experiences beneficial to the
Amateur Radio community. We publicize
and support the efforts of those who bring
the flame of vitality to this avocation. As
readers, you are participants in an alliance
of active radio amateurs concerned with
reality, using radio as a communications
| tool to develop the skill, quality and full
potential of Amateur Radio. We emphasize
the positive aspects of this great activity,
and desire your contributions dealing with
dramatic, personal and humanitarian uses
of Amateur Radio.

Articles for consideration may be submitted
through the U.S. Postal Service or e-mail to
articles@wr6wr.com.

Worldradio is an independent magazine
not affiliated with any other firm, group or
organization. Permission is hereby granted
to non-profit Amateur Radio club newslet-
ters to reprint our articles with appropriate
source credit. Any other use without written
| permission is a violation of copyright laws

and violators will be prosecuted. If there is
| something useful, we wish to share it.

| To Subscribe: Send check to Worldradio,
2224 Beaumont St., Ste. D, Sacramento,
CA 95815 or call 877/472-8643. Periodicals

| postage paid at Sacramento, CA & addi-

| tional offices. SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
$14.79* one year; $27.79* two years;

| $40.79* three years; $186.79* Life; *$10

i extra per year for surface mail delivery to
non-U.S. ZIPs. Please remit international

| postal money order. IRCs will be accepted.

‘ POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Worldradio, Inc., P.O. Box 189490,
; Sacramento, CA 25818 USA.

WZRLDRADI

Year 30, Issue 10 ¢ April 2001

DN WO ~JO0 &N

18
22
23
23
24
26
27
28
31
34
36
38
40
42
45
47
48
49
50
52
54
56
58
60
63
64
66

NEWSFRONT

Editor’s Log

Life on the beach

How I got started
Amateur Radio Call Signs
Rules & Regs
Subscription Information
Future of Amateur Radio
50MHz DXpedition to Nauru
Awards

Special Events

Silent Keys

Station Appearance
Letters to the Editor
Amateur Hi

DX World

DX Prediction

QSL Managers

HF Mobile

Positively CW

10-10 International News
Search And Rescue

Visit Your Local Radio Club
With the Handi-Hams
Traffic

Inside Amateur Radio
Amateur Satellites

QRP .

Propagation

Aerials

Contest Chart

New Products

VE Exams

The Mart

Worldradio Books

Next month: FM, Repeaters & VHF; MARS;
Old-time Radio; QCWA; and The Youth Forum




QslKit at home Printing « QslCardboxes « DXCC,
States Index Dividers » Contest Keyboard Overlays
¢ DX Return Envelopes * DX Edge * Vinyl QSL
wall Holders » Laminated World Projection Maps
» CALLSIGN BADGES * License Frames
e Hats « Mugs * HAMSIGNS ¢ and more!

HamStuff by W7NN
www.HamStuff.com
10624 Zephyr Lane SW » Olympia, WA 98512

Need Ham Radio
Equipment Insurance?
HRIA
www.hamradioinsurance.com

800-545-8881
P.O. Box 201 - Canonsburg, PA 15317

The
59(9) rums-
DXReport Pxand omioaLfion
Weekly DX and Contest bulletin
Available in Paper or E-Mail (PDF)
Free Sample Issue
P.O. Box 73, Spring Brook, NY 14140
http://members.aol.com/the599rpt/dx.htm

Real Hams Do Code !
Move up to CW with CW Mental Block Buster 1I[. ¢
Succeed with hypnosis and NLP. Includes two (2) ]
Tapes and Manual. Only $27.95 plus $5.00 S/H US— :

[}
]
]

FL add $202tax. 800-425-2552

WWW.SUCCEeSS-iS- easy.com
Succcss Easy * 123 NW [3th St, Ste. 313 « Boca Raton. FL. 33432

P o om -

MOBILE COMM. GUIDE &
CRUISER'S RADIO GUIDE

Great books for mobile/boating!
At major ham dealers/bookstores.

FMS Services ¢ 2539 S. Fairplay Way
Aurora, CO 80014 ¢ (303) 695-8715

Roger KQYY ¢ fmsservices@home.com

| IWebsErI ‘

Since 1974 Your Factory
AUTHORIZED [TR§IFREN DISTRIBUTOR

115 BELLARMINE, ROCHESTER, MI 48309
\To" Free: 800-521-2333 Fox: 248-375-01 2])

THE QSL MAN®

Since 1979_Quality Service and Value
Free samples
Wayne Carroll WA4aMPY
P. O. Box 73
Monetta SC 29105-0073
Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117
URL.: http://www.gslman.com
Email: wdmpy @ gstman.com

4 WORLDRADIO, April 2001

Editor’s Log

he bus with the new recruits
has stopped in front of the
barracks housing the Life-
time Subscriber Corps, and
the following have stepped off the bus
and have been indoctrinated into the
Lifetime Subscriber Corps:
* Charles E. Zalenski, KA2MKQ_
Johnson City, NY
* Richard Current, AE4IX
Virginia Beach, VA
* Allen Johnson, WBGOEU
Des Moines, IA
* Jeffrey P. De Francesco, KBIIGG
Westchester, IL
* Donald F. Elderbrook, KA@BOM
Columbia, MO
* Michael Gipe, KIMG
Saratoga, CA
* David B. Patrick, W7DAV
Clinton, WA 98236
Last month, we featured a key on
the cover and the opportunity for

our readers to bid on the key. Why |

1s this key special? Because it comes
from none other than Kurt N. Sterba,
himself! We put out a call for bids, with
the winner to submit a check made out
to HandiHams.

As I write this, the bids are starting
to arrive. And making a warm fuzzy
moment for the staff here are:

Avery M. Finn, KOHLA

Norman D. Stockwell, N6NS

Each of these gentleman sent a check
made out to HandiHams and said they
don't care if they receive the key — just
send this to HandiHams as a donation.
Now that’s CLASS!

The “quest” for DX QSL cards
update — (insert drum roll) I have
received two more! The two I received
since the last issue are from VR2BG
(direct), and 3E1DX via manager
NOJT. That makes a total return rate
of seven out of 20 requests, or 35%
return rate. Now remember, these QSL
requests were sent out 5 December
2000.

Will T eventually reach the coveted
100% return rate? Not likely. I will be
completely surprised if I get 50-60%.
Keep in mind that I don’t consider
cards returned to me via the bureau as
legitimate returns. I supplied the SASE
and the traditional compensation for a
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direct return — not via the bureau.
°

A reminder for all of our readers
— we field several phone calls a
day answering questions and sorting
through problems for some of you. One
thing to keep in mind, before you place
that call. If you call the number on the
subscription page, 877/472-8643, you
will be talking to one of the fine people
at our subscription services company
— on the other side of town! They
can answer any question you have
about subscriptions, but if you have a
question about anything other than a
subscription question, they have to put
you on hold and call us on another line
and try to relay between the caller and
our office. If you have a question about
anything other than a subscription or
subscription problem, please call us
direct at 916/457-3655. Or you can fax
a question to: 916/457-7339.

)

We get numerous e-mail and phone
requests on what it takes to submit a
story and photos for possible use in
Worldradio. Here’s a brief summary.

We use Microsoft Word for Win-
dows 5.0 on these Macs. So your story
needs to be submitted in a suitable
format for us to use it. If you don’t
have a compatible word processing
program, save your material as “plain
text” and we can probably open it with
no problem.

If you prefer to send your submissions
by mail, we would like it typewritten. I
prefer typewritten text because we can
scan it — it'saves a lot of time.

Photographs can be sent electroni-
cally. Just scan them at 200 dpi, as
big as you can handle (6 inches by 7
inches, for example) and save as a .jpg
file. Send the file as an attachment to
an e-mail, and we can work with it.
If you don’t have a scanner, send the
photographs to us, but please note that
you want them returned. If you have
questions, we can answer them. Just
send an e-mail to: n6wr@ns.net, or call
us at 916/457-3655. :

And that’s all there is to it! We'd
like to see your stuff, so send it in!
Mail submissions to: Werldradio, 2120
28th St. Sacramento, CA 95818. —
WF60
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Life on the beach

Bruce Sawyer, N6NT/ZF2NT

t was a normal day today here on |

Little Cayman (pop. 100, at the
very end of the road.) I woke up
about 3 a.m. and decided to go
see who was on the air. But first I had
to go fish my paddle out of the pot on
the stove, where I had left it to soak
overnight in a pot fall of Limeaway. I
had tried all day yesterday, on and off,
to get the contacts to work reliably.
Nothing I tried would work, so I began
to employ desperate measures. When
I tried the paddle out after the soak,
though, it sounded promising. At least,
it sure looked a whole lot nicer after
soaking all the greenish grunge off it.
So then I went to 20M and began
to swing the beam around to Europe
from where I had left it pointing at
ZL the last time I used it — but the
beam wouldn’t move. The indicator

just remained stuck on SW. Again! |

I've been down this road before. The
rotator was a brand new Tailtwister
when I put it up a little over a year ago.

When [ returned this fall, it looked |

like it had aged 20 years. I had to
take the rotator down anyway, since I
was adding some tower sections last

month. I had Mark Perrin, N7MQ_

and Larry Wassman, NV7]J, down here
from Oregon for CQWW-SSB, and
after the contest they volunteered to
be my ground crew while I built up

the tower a bit more. I sent the rotator |

down on a rope and Mark grabbed it.
Mark already knew the plan was to
put a pigtail on it, so he headed off to
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the workbench as soon as the rotator ‘
reached the ground. A couple of hours
later I came down and got a chance to
take a better look at it. Mark had tried
to loosen the screws on the terminal
strip, but instead of loosening they had
just broken off in the sockets. That |
terminal strip looked like it had been
at the bottom of the ocean since the
Titanic went down. “Gonna take some
major surgery on that one,” he said.
His flight home left the next day.

At least the
radio is
working.”

A week later, I finally went to per-
form that “major surgery.” I had a spare |
backup rotator — an old Ham IV that
W6OAT let me have a few years ago.
So I cannibalized the backup rotator
for its terminal strip, and after about |
six hours of tedious rotator repair I was
ready to run the rotator back up the
tower. It worked great — for about 5
days. Then it quit turning, and checks
of resistances from the ground showed
I had a couple of leads that weren't
making good contact. So up the tower
I went, and an hour later came down
with the rotator, again. This time I
soldered the pigtail leads on the inside
of the terminal strip, keeping the 8
screw lugs just to use for test harnesses.
Back up went the rotator. It worked
very well — for about a week. Then
it quit turning. Checking ground
resistances, I could tell one of the
limit switches was not making good
contact. Up I went, and an hour later
came down with the rotator. I care-
fully cleaned both limit switches, and
back up the tower it went. That was
about a week ago. Ground resistance |
checks now show that pin #6 is open.
Hmmm... that’s the left limit switch
on a Tailtwister. Oh well, it looks like
there’s some more rotator repair in
my future.

Now if you've ever opened up a
rotator, you've probably been greeted
with numerous ball bearings bouncing
out and around on the floor as soon
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as you pull the case off. Once you get
it all apart, you wonder how you will
ever going get the thing back together
again. | was like that once, back when
I lived in California full time. That’s
the land of low humidity, moderate
temperatures, no salt in the air — a
place where rust and corrosion are
almost unknown. But since coming to
Little Cayman, I've been through this
drill on rotators so many times that
now I think I can strip one and then
reassemble it while blindfolded.

It’s not so bad, really. At least the
radio is working. I still can’t get the
paddle to work reliably, but I can hear
fine. Well, I did have to repair the

| headphones a few times — like about a

dozen. The last pass was when the rats
invaded my house and a rat chewed
through the headphone cord. And, if
I can ever get the paddle working, at
least the amp is working. That did take
the better part of last week. I found
there were three successive connectors
in the low voltage section which had
been arcin badly after corrosion had
built up on the connector contacts.
The net result of it all was that I wasn’t
getting any filament voltage. But, as
I said, I just got the amp fixed day
before yesterday. That was the day the
paddle quit working on me. And after
messing with the paddle for a full day,
— the rotator quit working. And it’s
STILL not working.

As I said, it was a normal day here on
Little Cayman. With luck, though, I
will have a day sometime next January
when everything will be working at

| once. Then maybe I'll have a QSO!

And you know what everybody in the
U.S. always says, once they get through
telling me how rotten the weather is
back home? “Go have a pina colada
for me.” Right! Just as soon as I get
the rotator fixed. Oh yes, and those
EHS guys I put up just one year ago
are already rusting out. Time to replace
them with Phillystran, I suppose.

So, Friends, the moral of this little

| story is the following. ANYBODY

can go to a little Caribbean island ard
set up for a contest, field day style.
That’s no big deal. But just try to
keep a station working down here.
Impossible! @




How I got started

Lee Ann Crawford, KD5ITHZ

fter many years of hearing |
squeaks and squawks from my
hisband’s radio that seemed |
to drive me out of my mind
while I raised the kids, I thought I could l
never enjoy such a hobby. Often My
Husband, Jim, KS5YC, would call, “CQ,
CQ, is anyone there?” Just who is this ‘
guy called “CQ”, anyway? I never did '
find out who he was. What does “QRZ,
digital multimeters, or grid current” |
mean? Strange language.
Soon, all the kids were grown and I
was sitting in my room all alone. Boy, the
house seemed awfully quiet. I decided I

time and has tried to get me to study
for my license before without luck. He
just shrugged it off, thinking 1 would
never do it.

A couple of months later, I told him
I had been studying for my Technician
Class license and I was on my way to
take the test. “Would you like to come
along?” T asked. You should have seen
the look: on his face! It glowed!

I took the test, but failed by a few
questions. This discouraged.me a lot.
My husband and all the old timers at
the testing site told me not to worry.
“Let your husband drill and explain the
questions to you,” they said.

We did just that. In no time I was

would go and see what my husband was | finally understanding some of this strange S ool (netalfhe PL220) 2 S0 TS
doing. I went down the hall to the radio | language and terminology. 1 went back COAX CABLE
room and found him in conversation | to the VE exam site and by golly, I RG-213U Type A 96% Braid ok
with a nice man in Tennessee. They | passed the test — I only missed one RG-8X Type 1A 95% Braid 14/,
talked for nearly an hour on antennas, | question! My husband and I went out to ‘
weather, what they had built in the | eat and celebrate my accomplishment. 450 OHM LADDER-LINE
old days of tube radios, and may other | Our faces were beaming so bright with b ga“ge 2".95'%“ ?‘;c'ad o
subjects. Suddenly, my husband gave | happiness and amazement that we could o e Ticlaad 124,
the microphone to me and told me to | have illuminated the place without all of 720hm 13 Gauge Twinlead 201t.
say “hello” to his new friend. I was very | the lights in the restaurant.
“mic” shy, but with his coaxing, I finally We kept watching the new callsigns ANTENNA WIRE
said a few words. I still can’t remember | come on the Internet with great anticipa- Al e Tk Lo
the other amateur’s callsign. Being sort | tion of seeing my callsign. Jim had been :
of uneasy about this radio stuff, I eased | busy at work for several days and decided R cul "'\‘n?z::\lrg'zosrs ¥
back it}to my own room. to c}_lcck, one more time, for my new H‘,’_% Amen::fn& 638" Long  $3.95/Pr.
- While T walked to and fro past the | callsign. He turned on the computer, 450 Ohm Ladder-line Insulators 49/ea.
radio room while doing housework in | signed on, and there was my name — il s yowace
the next month, I began to pick up and | and my callsign, KDSIHZ.
understand some of what he was talking Now, after three months of talking wnﬁ1Lol(-J 23212528#!‘ B;z:gine
about. I beginning to enjoy Ham radio. | on 6 Meters with my husband,. ]im,.I All-Bander 135 Feet Lang $29.95PPD
One day, while my husband sat at the | have begin to understand and enjoy this Shorty All-Bander 70 Ft.Long  $44.95PPD
radio desk, I walked by with a load of ’ fascinating hobby. I have worked many GSRV ANTENNAS
clothes to fold and found myself telling | states and made a lot of new friends. BER.MD/ aGADieters) W02 Logg
him 1 thought I would get my Ham |  So,ladies, maybe all of this funny noise With Xfmr & 70' RG-8X $49.95PPD
license. He has been a Ham for a long | is not so bad after all. My husband and GSRV-E  80-10 Meters 102’ Long
No Xfmr or Cable Only $28.95PPD
G5RV-JR  40-10 Meters  52' Long
No Xfmr or Cable Only $24.95PPD
A New Autotuner From LDG Electronics
Complete Kit With Instructions
. o = The RT-11 k & compact tuner mourded In s water resistant SLA4 160, 80 & 40 Meters  60' $49.95PPD
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Rules & Regs

CC&R prememption petition redux

t was almost exactly five years ago

that the ARRL filed its petition

for rule making with the FCC

in a case designated RM-8763.
The main thrust of the petition sought
modifications and clarifications of
federal policies that the League thought
would resolve post PRB-1 problems
caused by ongoing friction between
local government regulators and Hams
wanting to erect antennas on their
property. As I discussed more fully
in the February 2000 Rules & Regs
column, the FCC declined to modify
its preemption policy with respect to
local government regulations restrict-
ing antennas set forth in the PRB-1
order.

As part of its 1996 omnibus request
for modifying the 1985 PRB-1 Order,
the ARRL also asked the FCC to
apply PRB-1 to “restrictive covenants
in private contractual agreements,”
such as those found in condominium
agreements and homeowner associa-
tion rules. (NOTE: in keeping with
our enlightened policy supporting the
ARRL, the word ‘omnibus’ is being
used to describe the 1996 ARRL
Petition for Rule Making on PRB-1
instead of the unflattering verbiage
used to trash the petition in last year’s
harsh and unenlightened column. Isn't
“omnibus” so much nicer than “wish

e“d\'onics, In

f o orsmmy
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David Splitt, KE3VV

| list,” “laundry list,” or “kitchen sink,”
‘ which were the words I used last year
to describe the ARRL petition? Super!
Glad you like the new millennium

. ARRL-boosting tone. For those of |
you who preferred the ARRL-bashing |

curmudgeon of yore... read on!)
Anyway, faithful readers and observ-
ers of the PRB-1 saga know that the
FCC said “No” to all of the petition,
including the request to expand PRB-1
to CC&Rs and reminded the ARRL
that the 1985 FCC policy announced
in PRB-1 excluded private contracts
from preemption under PRB-1 and

anti-CC&R language onto the PRB-1
preemption. In the May 2000 Rules &
Regs column, I examined the ARRLs
request in detail. Needless to say, I
predicted that the FCC would find
nothing in the ARRL’s weak and

| snippy petition to change its bureau-

| said, “specific rule provisions bringing |

ambit of PRB-1 were not necessary or
appropriate.” You will also recall that
(in February 2000) the ARRL filed
a Petition for Reconsideration of the
denial of its 1996 petition and took the

and well-grounded reasons for tacking

private restrictive covenants within the }

cratic mind in the ARRL petition for
reconsideration.

PRB-1: A Done Deed
For anyone who read the May Rules
& Regs column (or the ARRL peti-
tion for that matter), it came as no
surprise that, on 13 November 2000,
Kathleen O’'Brien Ham (the Deputy
Chief, Wireless Telecommunications

' Bureau or “WTB”) issued an Order

FCC to task for ignoring its righteous |

on Reconsideration denying the
ARRLs Petition for Reconsideration
of the WTB Order on Docket No.
RM-8763. In her denial, she actually
refrained from simply bashing the
ARRL’s contention that Telecom-
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munications Act of 1996 provided the
Commission with “new” authority to
address CC&Rs. Instead of simply tell-
ing the ARRL it was wrong because the
FCC has always had federal preemp-
tion power (even though it did not use
it much for policy reasons), the WTB
simply reiterated the FCC’s position
that it had refrained from applying
it to CC&R’s. Here is what the FCC
said about its jurisdiction in response
to the ARRL:

“Regardless of the extent of our
discretion with respect to CC&Rs
generally, we are not persuaded by
ARRLs arguments that it is appropri-
ate at this time to consider exercising
such discretion with respect to amateur
station antenna preemption. Moreover,
we do not believe that ARRL has
demonstrated that there has been a
significant change in the underlying
rationale of the PRB-1 decision, or
that the facts and circumstances in
support thereof, that would necessitate
revisiting the issue. In the absence
of such showing, we believe that the
PRB-1 ruling correctly reflects the
Commission’s preemption policy in
the Amateur Radio context.”

Folks, it is rare that the government
speaks to anyone with that kind of
clarity. It has told the ARRL and the
amateur community to make a real
case for preemption of CC&Rs that is
based on facts and evidence rather than
clever (?) arguments from lawyers. It
wants something that it can sink its
teeth into and take to the bank when
the non-Ham residents of restricted
communities raise a stink and a holler
about having to reasonably accom-
modate leafless trees of aluminum and
clotheslines crafted from coax. Despite
the ARRL’s straw man assertions,
the FCC has never said that it can’t
preempt CC&Rs. At the same time
it has repeatedly told the ARRL that
it is not buying into even limited
preemption for Ham antennas without
substantial practical reasons and facts
to back up the legal arguments.

Last summer, after the May Rules
& Regs column critiquing the ARRL
petition was published, I had a long
telephone conversation with ARRL
President Jim Haynie, W5]BP, about
preemption. He indicated that the
ARRL was going to press forward on
the preemption issue and was going to
do a better job of gathering facts and
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information from amateurs about their
CC&R experiences so that the FCC
could be persuaded that preemption
was justified. In fact, the ARRL has
been seeking input from amateurs to
bolster its arguments. Based on what he
said and what he has done, it seemed
like the ARRL was headed down the
right path toward being able to really
convince the FCC that, as a matter
of policy, preemption of CC&Rs for
Amateur Radio antennas was an idea
whose time had come.

I guess that is why I am so disap-
pointed in this latest effort to sway the
FCC by filling the docket with legal
sophistry and WTB-bashing. I think
that most Hams who end up in condos
and gated ticky-tacky communities
infested with CC&Rs do so because
they have little choice. In the case
of older amateurs, most of the retire-
ment communities that offer some
security (from manufactured homes to
more elaborate and pricey manses) are
covered by CC&Rs. Finding a retire-
ment venue that has desirable ameni-
ties without restrictions on antennas
(or even clotheslines!) is a real trick.
This is the real argument for extending
the “reasonable accommodation” rule
to the private sector. Maybe someday
the ARRL will use it to persuade the
FCC to change its policy. Of course,
first the ARRL is going to have to give
up its current failed strategy and admit
that a policy change is needed.

When the FCC denied the ARRL
Petition for Reconsideration in
November (as expected), the ARRLs
response was a real surprise. On 15

December 2000, the ARRL filed
another request for reconsideration,
this time asking the full Commission to
overrule the Deputy Chief’s November
2000 Order. Not surprising was the
tone and approach taken in the ARRLs
latest effort. With almost Clinton-
esque memory twisting, the ARRL
tells the Commissioners that, “In the
most urgent and important portion

of the [1996] Petition, ARRL sought ‘

a clarification that the Commission
has no less interest in the effective
performance of an Amateur Radio
station, and in the promotion of Ama-
teur communications, merely because
the licensee’s residential property is
regulated by private land use restric-
tions rather than by State or local
government restrictions.” Well, maybe
this looks good to the ARRL members
who read it (and who didn’t get around
to reading the 1996 petition), but the
CC&R part of the 1996 effort was
almost an afterthought. Perhaps this

is a minor point, and is certainly not |
| worth getting too bent out of shape

about. But this tiny deviation from
reality is just a precursor to the creative
lawyering that follows.

Real Estate Law 101
After enunciating the phony premise

that CC&Rs were the core of the |

1996 petition, the ARRL gathers
steam, abandoning both reality and
logic, and claims that its 1996 petition
did not request the adoption of new
policy regarding land use regulation

of amateur antennas at all, nor any |

expansion of the three-part, ‘no preclu-

Keep Your Eyewis'h on the Road ™

Som

Screwdriver Antenna Memory

Automate Tuning of your Screwdriver Antenna
| ° Eliminate Antenna Band Markings
- | * Memorize 16 locations & retum on command
| + Jog mode to “fine-tune” the antenna
* VFO style knob for easy operation
* Mount antenna out of sight (Great for RVers)
¢ Built in IC708 Tune Controller keys radio when tuning
* Works with your existing antenna *
* Size: 4W X 2H X 4D
+ Simple 4 Wire Connection to Antenna

Voice Mail.888-83-KO6YD
info @ ko6yd.com

tl:eg:daoe xno:r: e)('it:ﬁn&e up/down manual | Aggembled & Tested with Case 149.95
ning s wi microprocessor
based controller that adds computer Shipging & Handling 6.00
controlled memory function to your CA residents add sales tax
screwdriver antenna system. We Accept: Visa and M/C
KO6YD Designs Order ONLINE!
PO Box 1090 Elverta, CA 95626-1090 sales @ ko6yd.com

* Visit our Website for more information
www.kobyd.com

10

WORLDRADIO, April 2001

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643

sion’, ‘reasonable accommodation’,
‘least practicable restriction” test for
land use restrictions. Rather, in the
context of private land use regulations,
it sought only to apply that Commis-
sion balanced policy equally to all
types of land use regulations. This was
necessary because the 1985 Declaratory
Ruling, twice, on what must of neces-
sity have been jurisdictional grounds,
disclaimed any application of the policy
to private land use regulations.

The ARRL petition goes on, this
time mimicking one of the key flaws
in its earlier petition by setting up the
“no jurisdiction” straw man to batter:
“The PRB-1 order twice stated that
such private land use regulations were
in nature of private contractual agree-
ments and therefore did not ‘concern’
the Commission. This was apparently
true whether or not such restrictions
precluded amateur communications
entirely; failed to reasonably accom-
modate amateur communications; or
constituted restrictions more severe
than necessary to protect the (typically
aesthetic) concerns of the homeowner’s
association, architectural control com-
mittee, or condominium board. The
theory behind the disclaimers set forth
in the PRB-1 declaratory ruling was,
apparently, that covenants were purely
a matter of private contractual agree-
ment and therefore not subject to the
Commission’s jurisdiction to preempt.
That, ARRL urges, is no longer a
valid premise.” This type of argument
may delight the judges in high school
debating contests, but the likelihood
of making much of an impression on
the FCC (which has heard it previous
ARRL briefs) is not great. The FCC
has never actually used lack of jurisdic-
tion or authority as a reason for denying
the ARRL pleas for preemption. The
ARRL is just making this up so it can
argue against it.

Straw men

and buffalo chips
Taking a deep breath... the ARRL

does make a few really good points
in its petition. For example, the Com-
missioners are told that “private land
use regulations which preclude or fail
to reasonably accommodate amateur
communications, or which do not




constitute the minimum practicable
regulation to accomplish the private
land use authority’s legitimate goal,
are just as inconsistent with the strong
federal interest in Amateur Radio
communications as are zoning regula-
tions of those same facilities which do
not meet the same test.” Yes! Yes! But
then the tone changes and the ARRL
takes another whack at the WTB and
Deputy Chief O’'Brien Ham (yes, that
is indeed her real name). The ARRL
says, “It would be illogical to assert that
the Commission has any less interest
in unreasonable covenant regulation
of amateur antennas than it has with
respect to unreasonable zoning regula-
tion of those same antennas.” Not less
interest... just a different policy. Then,
after skewering the WTB logic, the
ARRL parries with another dose of its
own non sequitur argument: — it could
only be the case that the Commission’s
reliance on the private contractual
character of CC&Rs in disclaiming
application of the PRB-1 policy was
due solely to the issue of jurisdiction.
That is, that the Commission, in
1985, believed that it did not have
the authority to preempt private land
use regulations, which it termed “con-
tractual agreements”. How to put this
delicately... if this logic were abundant
on the American plains, early settlers
would have used it for stoking fires.
The ARRL is telling the Com-

Visit Your Local Radio Store

missioners that the only reason the
WTB bureaucrats are resisting CC&R
preemption is that they remain too
legally and mentally challenged to
admit that the FCC has jurisdiction
to allow Amateur Radio antennas
in restricted communities despite
covenants to the contrary. As faithful
readers of Rules & Regs already know,
the FCC has always had jurisdiction
and authority to preempt CC&Rs,
but has told the ARRL twice that its
preemption policy is ‘limited’ and that
the ARRL has not ‘persuaded’ that
FCC to change it.

The ARRL takes on the Deputy
Chief again, telling the Commis-
sioners, the “WTB misconstrued the
nature of the PRB-1 policy, and mis-
understood what the obligation of a
homeowner’s association (HOA) or
architectural control committee (ACC)
would be if the PRB-1 policy were to
be applied evenly.”

Know when to fold ‘em

True believers will likely view the
ARRL request for review by the FCC
Commissioners as a bold attempt to |
sweep aside the bureaucratic impedi-
ments to CC&R preemption. The true
cynics and ARRL bashers are sure to
see it as another rather risky example
of the ARRL leadership PR-ing its
own membership into believing that
they are aggressively pursuing the

Rules & Regs

preemption agenda. If the political
fix is in, why bother with spending
the members’ dues on filing lengthy
legal papers? Just file a brief request
to open the rulemaking process based
on a description of facts that will be
demonstrated. That would have been
a much simpler (and risk-free) way
to explain the reasons to open up the
process rather than waste a lot of effort
antagonizing the WTB staff with a
lot of tired, twice-failed, and irritating
legal mish-mosh.

As a last attempt to be fair and
enlightened, I must give the ARRL
some credit for stubbornness. I am
aware that ARRL President Haynie
has promised the membership action
on preemption of CC&Rs, and I
applaud his commitment. But the
continuation of the old strategy as
evidenced in this latest ARRL petition
is flawed and the legal arguments lack
both logic and persuasiveness. Like
the fans at Spring Training, we can
appreciate the need to just stand up
and keep swinging. But, unless the
ARRL gets lucky and bounces this one
past the mound, it’s time to head back
to the dugout and figure out gomething
other than just flailing away and hitting
nothing but foul balls and hot air.

— Dawid Splitt, KE3VV can be reach
by mail sent to: 6111 Utah Awvenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20015, or by e-mail to:
davidsplitt@erols.com 2
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The future of Amateur Radio?

James Wades, WBSSIW

he recent decision by the
ARRL Board of Directors to
withdraw its support of the
International radiotelegraphy
requirement once again offers evidence
that far too many in the Amateur Radio
community lack any valid insight into the
potential problems limiting the future
growth of this valuable radio service.

If we are to make appropriate choices
as to those steps necessary to institute
growth and continue the evolution of
Amateur Radio, we must understand the
“real” reasons for a lack of growth in the
Amateur Service. The time has come
to challenge many of the assumptions
made by both the leadership, as well as
the “rank and file” of the Amateur Radio
Service. Some of this may be considered
harsh, but the time has come for some
“plain speaking.”

Assumption 1: “CW is keeping young
people out of the hobby. If we don’t
eliminate it, the phone won't ring,
numbers will dwindle, and our portion of
the RF spectrum will be re-allocated.”

Repeat a lie often enough, and soon it
will be accepted as “gospel” truth. There
is no doubt that CW keeps some young
people (and adults) out of the Amateur
Service. Of course, so do technical
exams and radio theory.

Despite the fact that this worn-out
assumption is repeated again, and again,
particularly by those that have never
learned the code, no one has yet proven
this assumption! Where are the non-
biased studies and statistical analysis
performed by an independent organiza-
tion? Where are the demographics?

N
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We ‘can solve

Where is the empirical evidence? There
isn’t any!

During the past year, I have had the
opportunity to witness a large number
of Amateur Radio demonstrations,
which involved phone, digital, and
radiotelegraph stations. I have watched
as literally hundreds of children have
walked past a SSB or digital station
paying little, if any, attention to it. Yet,

the very same youths have walked right |

up to a CW operator, fascinated by the
“dots and dashes.”

The simple fact is, talking into a |

microphone, a hand-held radio, or typing
on a computer keyboard is no longer a
unique experience for today’s generation
of youth. As more children grow up with
digital technology now as commonplace
in the home as the telephone, digital
communications may do even less to
attract young people.

ur own experience shows that elimi-
nating the code will not have a significant
impact on growth!

For many years now, we have had a
no-code license offering full access to the
VHF, UHF, and microwave Amateur
Radio bands. Yet, few young people are
entering the hobby. Those that do are
rarely interested in technical innovation
or public service. The demographics
of Technician (no-code) licensees track
closely with those of the remainder of
the Amateur Radio community. The
simple fact is that the no-code license
has failed to attract great numbers of
radio amateurs. It has also failed to spur
technical innovation.

Here are some facts:

The VHF, UHF, and microwave spec-
trum offers perhaps the greatest oppor-
tunity for technical innovation. This
portion of the spectrum is ideal for
high-speed data networks, Internet
connectivity, and a variety of high-tech
communications media. Yet, few are
utilizing this valuable resource in an
innovative manner.

Many Amateur Radio Emergency
Service organizations utilize the VHF
and UHF spectrum extensively for public
service communications. Most radio

amateurs do not participate in any of |

these programs. Only a fraction of those
licensed are registered with an ARRL
Emergency Coordinator. Even fewer
participate on a regular basis!

Even basic packet radio communica-

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643

tions attracts few proponents. Such
useful modes as APRS attract even
fewer, despite extensive promotion and
coverage in the Amateur Radio press.

We are attracting few young people,
technical innovators, or public service
oriented individuals, despite an extremely
useful “no-code” license. You can’t blame
this one on CW!

Assumption 2: “Greater numbers
will preserve our frequencies.. We need
as many radio amateurs as we can to
insure access to valuable RF spectrum.”
Bunl!

Our public service record has, and
will, continue to justify our access to
RF spectrum. There have always been
demands for amateur spectrum. In the
1910s, the U.S. Navy and commercial
point-to-point services wanted our
amateur spectrum; and they almost got
it! In the 1920s and ‘30s, broadcasters
wanted it for a wide variety of applica-
tions, from remote pick-up services to
international broadcasting. From the
post war years, through the present,
numerous proposals have been put forth
to grab the VHF and UHF amateur
allocations.

Yes, we do need to bring youth into the
hobby. However, it is equally important
that we bring in quality individuals who
wish to invest their time and effort in
technical ipnovation and public service.
Simply attracting more individuals
interested in a high-class alternative
to Family Radio Service won't pay the
rent; and rightfully so! If we provide
no service to the community, then why
should we tie up radio spectrum with the
potential to create billions of dollars in
economic growth and job production?

Assumption 3: “CW is obsolete and
of little value” '

This is a comment usually heard
from those with little or no proficiency.
Nonetheless, the value of radiotelegraphy
should be obvious to those with an open
mind.

At the risk of repeating the obvious,
here are just a few of the advantages
of CW:

Radiotelegraphy overcomes language
barriers, allowing those with different
languages to communicate basic informa-
tion.

Radiotelegraphy is spectrum efficient.
The narrow bandwidth of a CW signal
also allows one to communicate more
reliably for a given amount of power.
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CW equipment is simple and inexpen- |

sive, making it ideal for radio amateurs
in developing countries.

Only a few advantages have been listed |

in the interest of space. However, let’s
not forget that CW is the only mode
of communications that has the ability
to attract and hold the interest of many
simply because it is an art form. Perhaps
if we explained the value of the mode
and presented it as an opportunity rather
than a barrier, more people would want
to take advantage of it.

The reality:

Apparently, the FCC and the ARRL
are too myopic to identify the real factors
leading to a potential decline in the
Amateur Radio Service. Therefore, to be
of assistance, let’s point out a few of the
features on the distant horizon:

Amateur Radio is invisible.

Ask the average person on the street
to explain what Amateur Radio is, based
on their personal insights or knowledge

of the hobby (an interesting question |

for a pollster; perhaps one hired by the
League). You will be shocked at the
answers you receive. The average person
is unable to provide a realistic summary
or description of the Amateur Radio
Service. Why is this so> WE ARE
INVISIBLE.

Other than a short mention in an
occasional news story covering a major
disaster, we are rarely discussed in mass
media or popular culture. When we
are, the coverage is brief and superficial.
Has the amateur community taken any
effective steps to correct this problem?
No! They are apparently busy blaming
the license structure and radiotelegraphy.
Admittedly, such organizations as the
ARRL haven't the funds or the contacts
to correct this problem. However, no
erstwhile attempt has been made by any
national Amateur Radio organization
to raise the funds necessary to create an
effective media and outreach campaign.

Most Amateur Radio clubs and orga-
nizations have no organized approach
to community outreach. There are no
guidelines or programs designed to
encourage involvement in educational
programs. There are no effective national
programs designed to promote coopera-
tion with such programs as the scouting
movement. Few if any Amateur Radio
clubs make a speaker available to commu-
nity groups to promote Amateur Radio.
Few Amateur Radio clubs even know
how to put together a press release!

By the way, as a corollary to the above

exercise. ask the same person to explain
what the Boy Scouts do, or the Girl
Scouts, or the National Rifle Association,
or Trout Unlimited, or Ducks Unlimited,
or ??

A burnch of grumpy old men? |

1 once asked a young lady, recently
licensed and 18 years of age, whether
the CW requirement was a barrier or
discouragement on her path to becoming
licensed. Her response was straightfor-
ward. “It wasn't the code that almost
frightened me off, it was all the grumpy
old men,” she said.

Take a look in the mirror folks. Next
time you attend a swap or an Amateur
Radio =vent, observe the dress, behavior,
and social skills of the vast majority of
your brethren. Many of us can't even
get along with each other — we're
too busy complaining about the code
requirement.

Next time you see a radio amarteur
portrayed in the media, take note. Ask
yourself these questions:

Is he dressed well?

Is hus shack neat and well organized?

Is he using a unique mode of com-
munications, or is he simply talking on
“2 Meters.”

How old is he?

My guess is that he (note the pronoun)
will typically be:

About 50 to 70 years old.

He will be talking on a hand-held or
a simple VHF-FM radio

He won't be particular about appear-
ance or hygiene.

His “shack” will be located in the

corner of a dark, musty, basement.

The truth is simple, but seldom heard.
We have spent so much time arguing
abou: CW over the past ten years, we
have lost a decade in the race to preserve

our wonderful hobby.
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We lack diversity:

For example, women make up roughly
half of the population, yet few are radio
amateurs. Many of the reasons for this
are far beyond our control, being based in
long held cultural norms. Nonetheless,
it seems likely that we are missing a large
number of individuals who would have
a genuine interest in Amateur Radio.
Of course, no one is suggesting that we
What are the odds of a young woman
feeling at home at your Amateur Radio
club? The sad fact is that we have little,
if any, contact with whole segments of
the American population.

We don’t cooperate
— with anyone!

First, we don’t cooperate with each
other. Ten radio clubs may exist in a
metropolitan area, each with a limited
membership. Half of these clubs may
offer an introductory licensing class.
These same clubs will do a poor job of
instruction and follow-through. Why?
Because they have a limited pool of
talent.

How would one describe a typical
Amateur Radio class?

It will likely have poor learning facili-
ties. An elementary school classroom or
high school cafeteria is a typical location
for a licensing class. The acoustics are
likely to be poor, the seats uncomfortable,
and the lighting terrible.

The audio-visual aids will likely be
poor. A home projector screen, a chalk-
board, or a small TV set for the occasional
video are the best one can hope for.

The instructors are uninspiring. Let’s
face it; a radio club consisting of 50
members is not likely to have access to
a variety of inspiring, effective instruc-
tors.

Personal prejudices will abound, par-
ticularly with respect to learning CW.
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How often will an Amateur Radio
“bigot” tell a classroom of potential
radio amateurs that CW is of no value
except as a hazing ritual to “keep the
CBers out?”

Wouldn't it be great if a number of
clubs pooled their resources to present
the best possible licensing class. For
example:

Instructors would be chosen based on
talent and knowledge, not politics.

Members would find the funds neces-
sary to rent a proper instructional facility,

preferably one suitable for a professional |

gathering.

A national Amateur Radio organiza-
tion would develop a set of standards
and guidelines for licensing classes. They
might also develop effective teaching
aids, such as “Power-Point” presenta-
tions, instructional videos, and similar

tools. A programmed learning course |

would be available via the Internet.
Students in rural areas wouldn’t even
have to leave home to learn how to
become a radio amateur!

A National Amateur Radio organiza-
tion would provide a web page adver-
tising the locations, dates, and times
of licensing classes and VEC session
throughout the U.S. Best of all, radio
clubs would utilize it.

Of course, we not only don’t choose
to cooperate with each other, we don’t
cooperate with anyone. A major metro-
politan ARES group recently told me
they don'’t care*about NTS activities.
They also have “no use” for the American
Red Cross. If I recall, they also have
no use for a wide variety of agencies
because their “boss” (the Emergency
Management Director) has no use for
anyone but his particular law enforce-
ment agency.

Is this situation unique? Absolutely
not. It has been witnessed repeatedly.
Such behavior seems more evident today,
at a time when we can least afford it.
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Ask your fellow radio club members
the following questions:

Do we have a relationship with a local
scouting organization?

Do we have a public information
officer? .

When was the last time we issued

an effective press release (other than

field day)?

When was the last time we invited
the ARRL Emergency Coordinator to
speak to our club? :

When was the last time we offered a
service to the community?

Have we created a partnership with a
number of other radio clubs to promote
Amateur Radio in some fashion (e.g.
cable access show, licensing classes, etc).

Many clubs can't answer any of these
questions in the affirmative. Perhaps
they’re too busy griping about the “hor-
rible code requirement.”

Our problems are not
unique to Amateur Radio.

It has been said “for every complex
social problem there is a simple solu-
tion that’s wrong.” Many “anti-code”
proponents have honorable intentions,
yet, one can't help but suspect they are
misguided in their efforts to insure the
survival of Amateur Radio. Many factors
are keeping people of all ages out of the
hobby. A few such factors include:

Lack of time: The average U.S. citizen
is now working the greatest number
of hours in history. A total of 55 to

70 hours a week are common in many |

industries. Downsizing in the business
sector has placed significant stress on

the time available to the very type of |

individual likely to have an interest in
Amateur Radio.

Changing Cultural Norms: Fifty years
ago, when the World War II generation
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was starting its families, the man’s role
was limited to “bread winning.” Once
work was over, few responsibilities
confronted the male head of household
with the exception of yard care and
vehicle maintenance. The woman stayed
at home, raised the children, and kept the
house. The typical man (and most Hams
are male) had a reasonable amount of
time available in the evening for hobbies.
Not any more! Today, women work
and therefore they expect the man to
contribute his share of time to child
rearing, house-cleaning, and similar
activities. Guess what! No time for
Amateur Radio (but that’s OK. Let’s
blame it on CW anyway).

Urban Sprawl: Men and women no
longer live in small, close-knit com-
munities and neighborhoods. School
children used to walk to a neighborhood
school for extracurricular activities, today
they must be driven by the parents, many
of whom act as “chauffer” five nights a
week. Individuals used to drive a short
distance to work and to shop, today they
must often drive 30 or more miles. All of
this takes time; time that used to be spent
on hobbies like Amateur Radio.

Competing Media: Several genera-
tions have grown-up with nearly continu-
ous exposure to entertainment media
that engenders passive participation.
Most individuals under the age of 50
have been “trained” to seek passive forms
of entertainment. The idea of developing
a skill or passing a theory test in order
to engage in a hobby activity is nearly
beyond their comprehension.

A service organization recently
retained a respected polling firm to
ask young men, between the ages of
30 and 40, how many hours they had
available per month for a club or service
organization. The answer: three hours
per month. Undoubtedly, this too must
be the fault of CW!

Some conclusions:

For too long now, the ignorant have
been shouting “get rid of CW.” They
justify their argument by suggesting that
CW is harming Amateur Radio. There
is great danger in this patently false
assumption. If we continue to debate
the CW requirement, we run the risk
of failing to seek genuine solutions for
those problems facing Amateur Radio.
We also run the risk of eliminating one
of the very aspects of Amateur Radio
that may make it unique and appealing
for a future group of licensees.

It seems that our leadership lacks the
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ability to articulate a common vision and
a set of goals necessary to move Amateur
Radio into the future. Perhaps the task
is too daunting. Unfortunately, the
alternative to a proper course of action is
the demise of Amateur Radio.

1 challenge the ARRL (and others)
to make the difficult choices necessary
to preserve Amateur Radio. This does
not mean giving-in to mass hysteria and
the self-serving mindset of those that
do not like CW or have never developed
enough proficiency with the mode of
communications to see its usefulness.
This does not mean attempting to judge
the proper course of action for the
amateur service based on those choices
made by the Department of Defense or
the International Maritime Community,
Kenwood Corporation, or a variety of
publishing company owners. We are a
unique group of individuals with unique
requirements.

The time has come for us to demand
true leadership from our ARRL, Affiliate
Radio Clubs, and ourselves. It is my
opinion that we should demand the
following:

* Research that will identify the target
demographic likely to have an interest
in Amateur Radio.

* A viable and effective outreach and
media campaign

» Standards and guidelines for properly
conducted Licensing classes

« The development of useful teaching
tools

* The development of a program
designed to integrate Amateur Radio

into scouting organizations, schools, and
similar youth-centered organizations.

» Cooperative partnerships between
indepeadent radio clubs in the area
of licensing, community outreach, and
public service.

We should also demand an unbiased
look at the value of CW. This mode still
has much to offer.

Finally, let’s elect ARRL leadership
that is willing to tell the truth, even if it
isn’t what people want to hear.

Am I going to stay with the
League?

The lack of vision and reasoned debate
on the part of the ARRL has had me
quite concerned. At times, I have even
considered withdrawing my member-
ship. After considerable thought, 1
arrived at one question: Where else is
there to go? There are no other viable
national Amateur Radio organizations.
Futhermore, the ARRL still has much
to offer. The ongoing support of ARES,
RACES, Skywarn, and NTS are enough
to justify continued membership. How-
ever, the time has come to draw a line in
the sand. We should place our ARRL
leadership on notice as follows:

Let’s demand that there will be abso-
lutely no more evisceration of the CW
requirements. We should demand that
the ARRL fight “tooth and nail” to
maincain the 5 wpm telegraphy require-
ment.

Let’s further demand that the phone
bands not be expanded at the expense

of the CW/digital spectrum. CW and
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digital operators need a place to operate
where they are not bothered by 3 to 5
kHz wide SSB signals. If the League is
sincere about technical innovation and
modernization, they should recognize
that CW and digital modes are quite
compatible. Decreasing the size of
the CW sub-bands will hinder the
development of new, narrow-band,
digital technologies. The existing Novice
Bands should be allocated to narrow
band modes. The voluntary band-plan
should assign them primarily to digital
communications.

Let’s demand that the truth be told
about CW. CW nets handle more traf-
fic, more reliably than phone nets. CW
overcomes language barriers, making
it an ideal mode for DX communica-
tions. CW equipment is simple, fun, and
easy to build. Such equipment makes
CW operation an ideal first step into
experimentation with radio communica-
tions technology.

The time has come to illuminate the
dark corners that breed illogical, narrow-
minded and shortsighted opinions.
Let’s point out patently false and overly
simplistic solutions presented to solve
complex and difficult problems. )
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™CT ww | ANME ] powne]  MFJ FAX, WeFAX, RTTY, CW, ASCII Interface
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hy-gain HF BEAMS. ..

.. . are stronger, lighter, have less wind surface and last years longer.
Why? Hy-Gain uses durable tooled components -- massive boom-to-mast bracket,
heavy gauge element-to boom clamps, thick-wall swaged tubing -- virtually no failures!

| gives you the most gain for your

| average gain and a whopping 25

| dB average front-to-back ratio.

~ | Handles a full 1500 Watts PEP.
5. 95 MPH wind survival.

TH-5MK2, $699.95. 5-element, 6.1 dBd Gain, 10,15,20 Meters

The broadband five element mum F/B ratio on each band.
THS-MK2 gives you an out- Also standard is Hy-Gain's
standing 6.1 dBd average gain. exclusive BetaMATCH™, stainless

Separate air dielectric Hy-Q  steel hardware and compression
traps let you adjust for maxi- clamps and BN-86 balun.

TH-3MK4, $8439.95. 3-element, 5.9 dBd Gain, 10,15,20 Meters
The super popular TH-3MK4  room to spare -- tuming radius is
just 15.3 feet. Four piece boom is
ideal for DXpeditions. Rotates with
CD-4511 or HAM-1V rotator.
Features Hy-Gain BetaMatch™
for DC ground, full power Hy-
Q™ traps, rugged boom-to-mast
bracket and mounts on standard
270).D. mast. Stainless steel hard-
ware. BN-86 balun recommended.

money in a full-power, full-size
durable Hy-Gain tri-bander!
You get an impressive 5.9 dBd

Fits on average size lot with

| TH-2MK3, $339.95. 2-element, 3.4 dBd Gain, 10,15,20 Meters

The 2-clement TH-2MK3 is Hy-

| Gain's most economical full power
| (1.5kW PEP) full size tri-bander.

For just $339.95 you can dou-
ble your effective radiated power

Ruggedly constructed, top-
performing, compact 6 foot
boom, tight 14.3 foot turning
radius. Installs almost anywhere.
Rotate with CD-4511 or HAM-
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TH-11DX, $1079.95. 11-element, 6.2 dBd Gain, 10,12,15,17,20M

The choice of top DXers.
With 11-elements, 6.2
dBd gain and 5-bands, the
super rugged TH-11DX is the
“Big Daddy” of all I{F beams!
Handles 2000 Watts con-
tinuous, 4000 Watts PEP.
Every part is selected for
durability and ru§gedness for
years of trouble-free service.

Features a iow loss log-
periodic driven array on all
bands with monoband reflec-
tors. BN-4000 high power
balun, corrosion resistant wire
boom support. hot dipped gal-
vanized and stainless steel parts.

Stainless steel hardware
and clamps are used on all
clectrical connections.

TH-7DX, $819.95. 7-element, 6.57 dBd Gain, 10,15,20 Meters

7-Elements gives you an in-
credible avg 6.57 dBd gain -- the
highest of any Hy-Gain tri-bander!

Dual driven for broadband op-
eration without compromising gain.
SWR less than 2:1 on all bands.

Uniquely combining monoband

and trapped parasitic elements
give you an excellent 27 dB F/B.
Includes }Hv-Gain s diccast
aluminum, rugged boom-to-mast
clamp, heavy gauge element-to-
boom brackets, BN-86 balun. For
high power, upgrade to BN-4000.

and hear /5-20dB (=F/B) better! IV. BN-86 balun recommened.

EXP-14, $549.95. 4-element, 5.9 dBd Gain, 10,15,20 Meters
Revolutionary 4-clement less than 2:1 VSWR. 1.5kW PEP.
compact tri-bander lets you add BetaMATCH™ provides DC
40 or 30 Meters! Has 14 foot ground to eliminate static. Includes
boom and tight 17.25 feet turn-  BN-86 balun. Easily assembled.
ing radius. Fits on roof tri-pod, Truly competitive againsi giant
mast or medium duty tower. tri-banders at half the cost!
Hy-Gain’s patented broad- QK-710, $169.95. 30/40
banding Para Sleeve gives you Meter option kit for EXP-14.

Compact 3-element 10, 15, 20 Meter Tri-Bander
For lmuted space . . Installs anywhere . 14.75 ft turning
radius . . . weighs 21 Ibs.. . . Rotate with CD- 4511, HAM-IV

S TH- 3JRS, $329.95. Hy-Gain's most
popular 3-element 10, 15, 20 Meter tri-
bander fits on most-lots! Same top per-

_— |formance as the full power TH3MK4 in a
compact 600 watt PEP design.

Excellent 5.8 dBd gain and 25 dB F/B

PNV let vou compete with the “*big guns”.

Fits on light tower, suitable ~ Tooled manufacturing gives you Hy-Gain

guyed TV pole. roof tri-pod durability with 80 MPH wind survival.

Hy-Gain’s “
famous super - .
strong tooled @

dic cast Die-cast aluminum boom-to-mast bracket
Boom-to- and element-to-boom compression clamps
Mast Clamp are made with specially tooled machinery.
Hy-Gain antennas feature fooled swaged
Tooled lublng that is easily and securedly clamped
Boom-to- in place. All tubing is deburred and
Element cleaned for smooth and easy assembly.
Clamp Durable precision injection molded parts.
Thick-wall Hy-Gain antennas are stronger, lighter,
a v 4 j‘l“' have less wind surface area, better wind
:1‘1‘1:115; l:b;:; - survival, need no adjustments, look pro-
& ¢ fessional and last years longer. ¥

Tooled Manufactunng ... Highest Qualdy Matenals

Tooled manufacturing is the difference
between Hy-Gain antennas and the others
-- they just don’t have it (it's expensive!).

Model | No.of |avg (..un‘ avg F/B [MaxPwr[ Bands | Wind |[Windepi| Boom | Longest | Turning | Weight |Mast dia| Recom. Retail |
No. |elements| dBd o U dB __ |watts PEP ((‘\ll’t(|+\q At area | Survival | (feet) |Elem. (it radiustt|  (Ibs.) | O.D.(in.)| Rotator | Price
PH-UDX] 11 | 62 | 22 T 4000 [wnson] 125 100 byl 5% 22 88 | 1925 |- T2X_ | $1079.95
TH-7TDX 7 6.57 | 21 1500 IO 15, 20 9.4 100 | 24 31 20 75 T1.5-25 | HANKIV | S819.95
TH-SMK2| 5 IO TIERD ] =180 7"10‘1‘5‘" Ty R T W TR 1.5 18.42 57 | 1525 |HAM-IV | $699.95
THIMK4] 3 | 58 ,jl; 25 | 1500 [10.15,20] 4n——+ 95 | 14 | 2742 | 1533 | 35 | 1.9:25 |'CD-45I | $439.95
EEORST 3 | 58 | 25 600 10 15.20] 3.35 80| 12 27.25 1475 | 21 | 1.25-20 | CD-451 | $329.95
TH-2MK3 __wz_ B I .L,J |5-20 [ 1500 [10.15.20] Gl 6 : | CD-a511 | $339.95
EXP-14 1500 {10, sm HAM IV | $549.95

Free

I'Iy-Gan.l. Catalo

and Nearest Dealer .
Call your dealer for your best price!

. 800-973- 657

s and specificat

hy-gain

Antennas, Rotators & Towers

ns subject to change wiiho

308 Industrial Pdrk Road, Starkville, MS 39759 USA
Toll-free Customer Sales Hotline: 800-973-6572
o TECH: 662-323-9538 + FAX: 662-323-6551

http://www.hy-gain.com
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SOMHz DXpedition to Nauru

Jack Haden, C21JH
Who needs C21?

set about to see how much demand

there was for Nauru on 50 MHz

early in 2000 for a proposed Sep-

tember operation in conjunction
with a side trip to Tarawa, Western
Kiribati, where I have been active on all
bands over the years as T3JJH. The
response was virtually zero; many of the
so called “experts” on 6 Meters said I
wouldn’t work anything as it was the
wrong time of the year. So Nauru was
dropped in favor of a two week operation
as T3GJJH. I had to go to Kiribati on
business so Amateur Radio was just part
of the trip.

Situation changes
During October 2000 I placed further

notices of intent on various VHF orien-

tated web sites suggesting a December |

operation as C21JH. The response this
time was very encouraging, especially
from the JA’s and a few VK/ZLs. The

“experts” suggested a late November

VLF CONVERTER

Receives the entire 10 KHz to 500 KHz VLF band.

* Converts VLF to shortwave.

*  Works with any shortwave receiver that has ex.
ternal antenna terminals.

Now you can hear the 1750 meter band, navigation
beacon band, WWVB standard frequency broad-
casts, ship-to-shore communications, and the Euro-
pean low frequency broadcast band just by tuning
across 80 meters shortwave.

Connects between antenna and receiver. Turn it on
and hear VLF; turn if off and hear normal shortwave
signals.

Model VLF-A converts to 3510-4000 KHz or Model
VLF-S converts to 4010-4500 KHz $99.95 + $6 ship-
ping/handling U.S. & Canada. Requires 9V battery (not
supplied). Calif. residents add sales tax

= e

Send for FREE g that sh our [
line of dntennas, filters, preamplifiers and
converters.

< PALOMAR

BOX 462222 « ESCONDIDO, CA 92046
(760) 747-3343 * FAX: (760) 747-3346

E-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com
www.Palomar-Engineers.com
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to early December operation but due
to my work obligations in Sydney, the

best I was able to do was a December |

10th start-up date which was better than
nothing.

Pat Rose, WS50ZI, a keen 50 MHz |

operator in Texas, also expressed support
as he felt there maybe a chance of a
Nauru to West Coast USA path. Pat
generously provided additional support
with a financial donation from SMIRK
to compliment funding by the Japanese
VHF DX groups. .Kazu Ogasawara,
JA1R]JU, did a splendid job rallying the
JA’s together to support the operation.
Financial help was required for travel
in December — being a peak period in
the airline world discounted tickets are
not available.

L ]
What to take?

I elected to use an Australian 50 MHz
five-element beam antenna especially
made for me by D&G Antennas in

T nal il vl vl g

Study like a
Rocket Scientist ...

Tech ELEMENT 2 $22.75
General ELEMENT 3 $22.50 °
Extra ELEMENT 4 $34.50 - ‘m’
Special - Tech-General combo $39.95 'ﬁr
(all prices include tax and sluwmg)

VIS Study Cards g
P.O. Box 284 %

fopety

Coffeeville, AL 36524
1-800-OKK-HAMS (655-4267) ﬁof

www.visradio.com
your ARROW ANTENNA dealer

%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%%%%%

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643
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O/P: Jack D. Haden

C21JH

Menen District, Nauru Island

CENTRAL PACIFIC

.

ITU ZONE 65

Sydney. The beam was simple, with all
pieces clearly marked for quick assembly;
it was aligned and tested for 50.110
MHz at the factory to ensure it worked
properly.

There were two antennas and coax
already stored on Nauru, a trap dipole
for 80-10M and a half wave vertical for
28/29 MHz. So the only remaining
item to take was the IC-736 transceiver
(a HF plus six-meter rig) with 100 watts
output all the way.

Logistics for C21JH

For me, this was the first time comput-
ers and the Internet would be imple-
mented to play a role in this DX opera-
tion. To eliminate duplicate contacts
on 50 MHz, and thus give everyone a
chance to have a bite. We planned to
place the daily log on the net each day.

Bulletins went out to the JA’s via
Kazu, JA1RJU, to the Americans via
Pat, W50ZI, and in VK/ZL via Adam,
VK4CP, and Steve, VK3OT, (Pacific
Rim Notice Board) that duplicate con-
tacts would not be entered in the log.
Also alerting them to the fact that I
would be running a 50 MHz checklist
while on Nauru to enforce the ‘no dupli-
cate contact’ policy. Thus by posting

T KBOWHT
P@U@ James Pike
(760) 242-4012
www.jamespole.net
18374 Hiawatha Road KB6BLD
Apple Valley, CA 92307 Joyce Pike




the log every 24 hours those who in
fact made it would be discouraged from
making further ‘insurance’ contacts etc.

Keeping it simple

At the last minute, to keep luggage
weight down, I elected not to run a
beacon or small keyer on 6 Meters.
The nearest 50 MHz beacon to Nauru
(RI-39) was just over the equator in the
Marshall Islands (R]-39).

Looking at a map of Micronesia, and
studying basic propagation characteristics
I came to the conclusion that the Mar-
shall Islands 6M beacon on Kwajalein
Atoll (RJ-39) would serve as a good
indicator of a Nauruan path. As the
Kwajalein beacon is at grid RJ-39 and
Nauru is just a touch south of the equator
at grid RI-39 a fatal mistake was made
by thinking that anyone hearing the
V73SIX beacon would have a path to
Nauru at the same time.

Adam, VK4CP, plus a number of other
VK and JA 6M DXers made observation
tests of path indicators when I was
audible and when the V73SIX beacon
was heard. Adam found he had no
reception of V73SIX when I was audible
for over an hour in Brisbane (QG-62) on
50 MHz. Likewise some JA’s observed
that even though they were hearing
V73SIX quite well my signal was not
heard in ]apan Vice versa, many JA’s
working me, in particular, from north-
ern JA (JA8/JA7) had no reception of
V73SIX at the same time I was audible.

Interestingly enough, I heard V73SIX
everyday while on Nauruy; it wasn't strong
but readable, so there was a ground wave
path during daylight hours across the
ocean. Sometimes V73SIX would be
stronger on side scatter during the late
afternoons or early evenings.’

50 MHz opens

Luck11y on Nauru there is very little
noise on 50 MHz, except for the odd
occasion the neighboring hardware shop
started a welder or electric saw! The
welder caused excessive interference
when in use, and that was quite a bit
during working hours. The WWVH
solar indices for my first day were 147
09 02; not bad, the figures could have
been worse, I guess.

At 21327 on 10 December Kerry,
ZL2TPY, (RF-70) was fitst in the
C21JH log with a 4x1 report. The band
was unstable with VK4 TV on 46.171.7
MHz pinging out of the noise but VK2
TV on 46.240 MHz was a good plus
10 to 20dB on the meter. Tracking the
rising MUF by following the video crud

Nice weather, nice hotel and a custom built beam with a path over the ocean — what

more could a Ham want?

splatter as it slowly moved up the band, I
knew there would be a VK opening when
it entered 499MHz. The low powered
VKTV on 46.261 MHz was also a good
five on the meter, a very promising sign.
While waiting for the VK opening I
dashed up to the roof and swung the

beam to the USA, but again nothing
was heard, despite the fact the ZLs were
working into the USA at the time.
Gerry, VK2APG, (QF-55) made the
log at 2136Z with John, VK2BHO,
(QF-55) not long after. The path sud-
denly extended into western VK3 with

AMATEUR TELEVISION

Web site: http:/www.hamtv.com

Hard Hat Cam, R/C Vehicle, Rocket, Balloon ATV
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Get The ATV Bug!
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Transmitter

Color Camera

Videolynx 434 MHz Video Xmitr......$99
CG35 mini color camera......... $99 50-100 mW, .6x.8x2.3", 1.5 oz., V@40ma
1.8” sq., 30z., 330 lines, 9V@30ma  TXA5-RC 1.5 W ATV Xmtr board..$129

Download our ATV in R/C TVC-4G.....$89
application note on page 3 of our Downconverter
web site - www.hamtv.com. There
are many other ATV app notes
and links there also, plus our
|ztest catalogue pages and
complete product list with prices.

Start seeing the ATV action with this
420-450 MHz to Ch 3 Downconverter -
much more sensitive than a cable TV.
Hams, call or email for our 10 page ATV catalogue or down load from our web site. We have it all for

the 420 MHz to 10.4 gHz ham bands: ATV transmitters - AM and FM, downconverters starting at $49,
receivers, modules, antennas, etc., for base, repeaters, portable, R/C, rockets, balloons and more.

CALL (626) 447-4565-Theav-530PMpsT.  Email: tom@hamtv.com
s \Web: www.hamtv.com
Since 1965 VISA
P. C. ELECTRONICS sccsiocs S Lt (oot 4 pa50 @

Tom (WE6ORG) & Mary Ann (WB6YSS)

2522-WR Paxson Lane Arcadia CA 91007
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Naura was
shoreline.

pings audible from beacon VK3SIX
(QF-02), and at 2139Z VK1BUC
(QF-44) was worked followed by
Norman, VK3DUT, (QF-32) then Bob,
ZL3TY, (RE-57). The ZLs were still
working the USA at this time. A Cali-
fornia station requested me on 28.885
MHz to have another look for USA

RadioComee DSP-filter analyzer,
CAT with decoder of RTTY, Synop,
CW PSK31, FAX and SSTV. CAT for
more than 80 receivers and transceivers.

BuTel—ARC- ® Controll software
for ICOM (R2, R3, RI0) and AOR
(AR&000, AR8200, AR8600, AR5000)

Wavecom® Professional real time
data decoder/ analyzer/ processor of
radio communication transmissions,
Audio-IN, variable {iF-interfaces, all
major HF, VHF, UHF, SFH and SAT
modes/ cades.

ARMAP and HAM-Label
Logbuok and QSL design.

PCCardBox® = 1A or PCI card
BUS to PCMCIA. Use your ISA or
PCl-card with your laptop. Works with
Wavecom decoders and other internal
radios.

COMPUTER INTERNATIONAL
St. Johns, MI 48879-1903
Tel/Fax: 1877 977 6918
infoi@computer-int.com

www.computer-int.com
All major credit cards accepted
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a battleground in —\VWII. This gun eﬁmplacementv is still in place on the

propagation, but there was nothing.
Numerous VK1, 2 and 3 stations were
quickly filling up the log pag