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RSGB on Morse

The Radio Society of Great Brit-
ain says that it no longer supports
mandatory Morse code testing for
access to the amateur bands below
30 MHz. The national society will
lobby the International Amateur
Radio Union to try to get a rules
change passed at the 2001 World
Radio Conference to support the
abandonment of the international
statutory requirement for Morse
testing.

The change in policy by the RSGB
comes only eighteen months after its
December 1996 announcement of
the results of a survey on The Fu-
ture of Amateur Radio in that na-
tion. At that time, thirty percent of
the society’s members responded.
Two-thirds said that Morse code
should remain as an international
licensing requirement.

The RSGB will propose to the
nation’s Radiocommunications
Agency that a new class of Ham li-
cense be introduced in the United
Kingdom, one that will give all ama-
teurs access to the HF bands below
30MHz by passing a very simple
slow speed CW test, possibly as slow
as five words per minute. —
Newsline

ICOM IC-706mkIl
giveaway

Icom America has announced a
monthly drawing to give away a
brand new IC-706mklII to a newly
upgraded amateur. In the last week
of each month, until April 1999,
Icom will give away the rig to a win-
ner drawn from all entries for the
previous month. Any General or
higher upgrade between 01 April
1998 and 31 March 1999 is eligible
for the drawing. To enter, send a
photocopy of your new upgraded li-
cense, a QSL card or a 3x5-inch card
with your name, address and zip
code to: ICOM America, Inc., “Hear
Comes The Sun Giveaway” 2380
116th Aven NE., Bellevue, WA,

2 WORLDRADIO, July 1998

98004. Enties will not be returned,
so be sure it is a photocopy of your
license, not the original. Limit of one
entry per upgrade. All entries must
be received by 30 April 1999. Win-
ners will be notified by mail, and
winners will be posted on the Icom
homepage. — Las Vegas ARC News-
letter

League calls mem-
bers to action on

70cm petition

The ARRL says the recent Land
Mobile Communications Council
petition seeking access to 70 cm is
“incompatible with continued ama-
teur use of the band” and urges
members to comment in opposition
— not only to the FCC but to the
LMCC’s members. The LMCC has
petitioned the FCC for immediate
reallocation of 420 to 430 MHz and
440 to 450 MHz from the federal
government to the Private Mobile
Radio Service. Amateur Radio en-
Jjoys the use of 70 cm on a secondary
basis to government radiolocation
(military radar). The LMCC has pro-
posed to share the two subbands
with Amateur Radio, but has not
said how sharing would be possible.
The LMCC also seeks additional
UHF reallocations in the interme-
diate and long term.

For those planning to file com-
ments, specific information and rec-
ommendations plus a copy of the
LMCC petition and a list of LMCC
members are available on the
ARRLWeb page at Error! Bookmark
not defined..

Commenters should explain how
the loss of access to 420 to 430 and
440 to 450 MHz would affect them
personally and how it would affect
the ability of hams to provide needed
public service. “Even if you do not
use these segments yourself, it is
likely that loss of access would re-
sult in more crowding and interfer-
ence in the part of the band, or in

another band, that you do use,” said
ARRL Executive Vice President
David Sumner, K1ZZ. “Don’t over-
look the fact that if you use linked
voice or packet systems, it is quite
likely that some of the links you rely
on are in either or both of these seg-
ments.”

Additionally, amateurs involved in
public service communication can
ask the government and non-
government agencies they assist for
written statements of support.
Hams also should urge Amateur
Radio organizations, especially
those with interests in the 420 to
450 MHz band, to comment as well.

The LMCC, a nonprofit associa-
tion, includes several well-known
organizations such as the American
Automobile Association, the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute, the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs,
and the Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials-Interna-
tional (APCO), a frequent Amateur
Radio supporter. The League sug-
gests that ARRL members who also
belong to one of the LMCC member
organizations consider writing to
inform the organization that the
LMCC is acting contrary to your
interests and requesting them to
disavow the LMCC petition insofar
as it affects Amateur Radio.

Sumner says ARRL members
should not complain to members of
Congress nor write angry letters to
the FCC. “The LMCC petition is a
private-sector initiative, not a gov-
ernment proposal,” Sumner said.
“By law, the FCC has to put the pe-
tition on public notice and invite
comment. That’s all the FCC has
done with it.” Sumner says that
criticizing the FCC at this stage
would be “inappropriate and coun-
terproductive.”

Sumner reminds members that
nothing is going to happen overnight
with the LMCC petition, and there
will be at least one more opportu-
nity for public comment.” “Before
the FCC can take the next step to




reallocate this spectrum, it must get
the federal government to agree,” he
explained, because the government
is the primary occupant. Then, the
FCC would have to issue a Notice of
Proposed Rule Making and solicit
public comments on its proposal.

New Nebraska EC

Matt Anderson, KA@BOJ, has
been appointed the Emergency Co-
ordinator for Saunders County, Ne-
braska. He replaces Jim Sweeney,
KB@DYY. — Newsline

1.2 GHZ THREAT

Amateur Radio could lose part of
an important UHF band if the sec-
ond civilian frequency for the glo-
bal positioning system frequency is
assigned an allocation at 1.2 GHz.

The Amateur Radio 23-cm band
runs from 1240 to 1300 MHz. A de-
cision on whether the new, second
frequency will be 1205 or 1250 MHz
is expected to be made in August.
An allocation at 1250 MHz could
mean the end of Hams in the band
from 1240 to 1260 MHz.

In February 1997, the Depart-
ment of Transportation and the De-
partment of Defense announced an
agreement assuring civilian GPS
users of a second frequency. This fre-
quency is considered essential for
critical civilian GPS uses.

According to a Department of De-
fense news release, the White House
Commission on Aviation Safety and
Security has called for the establish-
ment of a second civil frequency as
part of a broader program to main-
tain U.S. leadership in aviation and
satellite technology. This leadership
position could come at a high price
for Amateur Radio. — FCC, ARRL,
W5YI, Newsline

Amateur saves lives

Retired Michigan Dr. Earl Weston,
WS8BXO0, was monitoring the Inter-
continental Traffic Net on 14.313
MHz:z from his suburban Detroit
Michigan basement 21 April. A cap-
tain from a 50’ sailing yacht, Heinze
Schilling, HBO9HFS, called in with

emergency traffic.

The captain was sailing off the
coast of a small island in the Baha-
mas and was attracted by a flash-
ing mirror. Four men, all believed
to be Cuban refugees, were ship-
wrecked on that island. They had
been there several days without food
or water. The Coast Guard was con-
tacted and within an hour a helicop-
ter was overhead and landed to pick
up the men. They were taken to the
city of Nassau. — Newsline

Five-year-old passes

5wpm test

Saturday, 25 April, Ashley
Kopacki, age 5, passed her 5 word
per minute Morse code test at an
ARRL VEC administered examina-
tion session hosted by the County
Line Amateur Radio Club.

Ashley is a kindergarten student
in Mount Olive, New Jersey. She fre-
quently attends radio club meetings
with her father, Dave Kopacki,
KF2EW. She helps with the sign-in
sheets, and is Official Cookie Taster.
Ashley now has a year to study for
the Novice written exam. — Hudson
Division Loop, Newsline

Fund for lan Varley
aid established

Ian Varley, N2XUB, is in need of
assistance from his fellow Hams.
Ian, who has had epilepsy since
childhood, is now suffering from fail-
ing eyesight and frequent seizures.
Arrangements have been made to
train a puppy to act as Ian’s com-
panion and to come to his aid in time
of a seizure. The pup will be able to
press an alarm pedal in the Varley
home and stay by Ian’s side until
help arrives.

Having a dog like this will let him
go back to enjoying his club meet-
ings and helping out with radio com-
munications at the various charity
events with which he has been so
active in the past. But the price of
Ian’s dog is $4,300.

Any financial help Ian and his
parents can get to help pay for the

/" Congratulations to Duane Angerhofer, W@ZUS,
winner of a $200 gift certificate (redeemable from MFJ).

His name was selected at random by the computer
from the Worldradio subscriber list. Check here

\  hext month to see if your name has been selected.

dog would truly be appreciated. All
donations go directly to “Sheppy’s
for Dogs” and marked to the atten-
tion of the ‘lan Varley Fund.’ The
address is Sheppy’s Disability Dogs
Inc., 125 Marie Drive, Clarksville,
TN 37042.

For more information about the
‘lan Varley Fund,’ you can e-mail to
kf2sb@bestweb.net. — N2TTO,
Newsline

Gary Stanford retires

Gary L. Stanford, W4FDP, the as-
sociate bureau chief in the FCC'’s
Wireless Telecommunications Bu-
reau, has retired, effective 01 May.
Stanford joined the Commission in
1961. An electrical engineer, he
joined the Private Radio Bureau in
1983 and became acting chief of the
Land Mobile and Microwave Divi-
sion in 1986. Later that year, he was
named to head the PRB’s licensing
division at Gettysburg and was
elected into the Senior Executive
Service in 1992. He retires as asso-
ciate bureau chief for operations
within the Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau in Gettysburg. —
ARRL Letter

Worldradio
July 1998

News & Features

Dayton Hamvention — 12
Dayton moment with Carole Perry, WB2MGP
FCC on rule enforcement — 6
Hearing other voices — 13
LMCC strikes at Amateur Radio — 7
Stew Gilliam, KI6M, DX banquet speaker — 11
Visalia DX Convention — 16
What Amateur Radio means to me — 21

Departments -

69 — Advertisers’ Index 52 — Positively CW
58 — Aerials 56 — Propagation
25 — Amateur “Hi" 4 — Publisher’s

8 — Amateur Radio Microphone
Call Signs 54 — QCWA
40 — Amateur Satellites 38 — QRP
26 — Awards 32 — QSL Managers
60 — Contests 8 — Rules & Regs

48 — County Hunter

29 — DX Prediction

27 — DX World

34 — FM, Repeaters &
VHF

45 — SAR Communica-
tions

24 — Special Events

25 — Station

Appearance
63 — Hamfests 9 — Subscription,
53 — Inside Amateur Worldradio
Radio 50 — Traffic
42 — MARS 67 — VE Exams
68 — MART Classifieds 43 — Visit Your Local
65 — New Products Radio Club

2 — Newsfront
22 — Off the air

Next month’s columns wil include 10-10, The ]
Club Huddle, Computers & Basic Stuff, RFl &
You, With the Handi-Hams, & YLs on the Air

39 — Youth Forum

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

WORLDRADIO, July 1938 3



July 1998

™

Published monthly by
Worldradio, Inc., 2120 28th St., Sac-
ramento, CA 95818 USA; 916/457-3655.

Subscription Department: Worldradio, 1901
Royal Oaks Dr., Ste 190, Sacramento, CA 95815;
800-366-9192.

Periodicals postage paid at Sacramento, CA &
additional offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Worldradio, Inc., P.O. Box 189490, Sacramento, CA
95818 USA.

Worldradio (USPS 947000) is an international
conversation. You're invited to participate.
Our goal is to be a valuable resource of ideas and

Worldradio

Year 28, Issue 1

experiences beneficial to the Amateur Radio com-
munity. We publicize and support the efforts of those
who bring the flame of vitality to this avocation. As
readers, you are participants in an alliance of active
radio amateurs concemned with reality, using radio as
a communications tool to develop the skill, quality and
full potential of Amateur Radio.

We emphasize the positive aspects of this great
activity, and desire your contributions dealing with
dramatic, personal and humanitarian uses of Ama-
teur Radio. Articles for consideration may be submit-
ted through the U.S. Postal Service or e-mail to
néwr@ns.net

Worldradiois an independent magazine not affili-
ated with any other firm, group or organization.

Permission is hereby granted to non-profit Ama-

teur Radio club newsletters to reprint our articles
with appropriate source credit. Any other use
without written permission is a violation of copy-
right laws and violators will be prosecuted.
If there is something useful, we wish to share it.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $15" one year;
$28" two years; $41* three years; $187" Life;
“$10 extra per year for surface mail delivery to
non-U.S. ZIPs. Please remit international postal
money order. IRCs will be accepted.
Worldradio Club cak: WR6WR
Visit Worldradio on the Web at www.wréwr.com
STAFF: Publisher — Armond Noble, N6WR
Associate Publisher — Glen Rudesill, KF6OBS
Editor — Rick McCusker, KO6DJ
Associate Editor ~—~ Nom Brooks, K6FO
Advertising Director — Helen Noble
Advertising Manager — Brenda Evans
Graphics Director/Advertising — Dianne Dunning
Graphics Design/Production — Ashiey Guy
Circulation Manager — Marcia McZeek
Proofreader/comma placement — Krystie Perigan

Publisher’s Microphone

here are those who have with
stood the demands of four
years at West Point. Others
have completed the rigors of para-
trooper and/or ranger training. The
British have their elite SAS force. But
they all stand in awe, and at atten-
tion, when they see a highly coura-
geous Worldradio SuperBooster
(Lifetime Subscriber) walking by. The
latest are:
* ARMAND LAMBERT, K1FLD
Woonsocket, RI
* Topy LAKIN, WD6BAA
Tall Timbers, MD
* BriaNn Hunsacker, W5CHH
Bayview, TX
¢ EpwiNn Roos, KC6ZHY
Downey, CA
* CHARLES SHARP, WH6LL
Kekaha, HI
* HENRY GiLLow-WiLESs, KB7TRTA
Monroe, OR
* TErrY DUMMLER, WQ7A
Yelm, WA
°

Dayton!!! I have heard many call it
the “Mecca.” We'll have reports this
month and next month with pictures
of what is indeed the three-ring cir-
cus of Amateur Radio. One certainly
would get their money’s worth if all
they did was attend the seminars.

°

There seems to be a great deal of
talk that the Internet has hurt Ama-
teur Radio by siphoning off people
who would have become radio ama-
teurs. It’s said that young people find
computers more technically challeng-
ing.

While some of that may be true, let
us look at other avenues that are see-
ing decreases. Private pilot license
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numbers are down. Applications to
medical school are down. Can the
Internet be blamed in those fields?
No. It’s just that becoming an Ama-
teur Radio operator is hard. Learn-
ing to fly a plane is hard. Medical
school is really hard. Avoiding what
is difficult is the style of the day.

There are parents who are moving
to smaller homes for the very purpose
of being able to tell their adult chil-
dren who want to move back in that
there isn’t any room for them. Life is
hard and many want mummy and
daddy to take care of them.

[ ]

An indication regarding the im-
provement in HF band conditions is
that the ARRL Outgoing Bureau re-
ports 40% more QSL cards going out
to DX countries than in the same
month a year ago.

°

There’s word that the FCC may
require Social Security numbers on
all applications. When asked why,
there is some mumbling about that
it is required because of money be-
ing paid (tax records and all that)
Wait! The money is being paid TO the
FCC not FROM the FCC into the
bank account of some taxpayer. All
this does smack a little of a “Your pa-
pers please” society. I remember
when I received my Social Security
card it said right on the card “Not to
be used for identification.” Obviously
the government broke its word. And
what’s new about that?

Speaking of the FCC, either they
don’t know their own rules or are try-
ing to pull a fast one. Stay tuned.

°

The “Ham Call” CD from

Buckmaster seems to have a better
looking display and is faster to use
than others we’ve seen.

®

With HF propagation improving
HF mobile is becoming even more
popular. We'd like to have a column
on that topic. If you are thinking
about volunteering, don’t think that
you have to write every single word
yourself. Hopefully, and most likely,
the hints and tips would come in from
the readers. You would be the mod-
erator.

°

Field Day is fast approaching, 27-
28 June. If you haven’t been involved
before, now is the time. Those who
get full value of the event are not
those who just put in a few hours on
a shift but instead erect the station,
stay for the full grind and take it
down. And if you hear a station with
the call WR6WR, that’s the
Worldradio Staff ARC. Stop by and
say hello.

Field Day is also the best opportu-
nity for media publicity for Amateur
Radio. One sure-fire way to get a
newspaper reporter out is to invite
them to come at the time that you
will be serving lunch!

Also, club members who have video
cameras might create a half-hour
program. An outlet for your documen-
tary could well be the Access chan-
nel on your cable system. They are
looking for material that is local in
nature.

Just think of the good you could be
doing. You may interest someone in
Amateur Radio who would find
greater meaning in this avocation
than watching TV.

—Armond, N6WR o
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FT-8100R

Compact Dual Band Mobile

Features

 » Frequency Coverage

RX: 110~550 MHz
750~1300 MHz*
TX:  144~148 MHz
430~450 MHz
Detachable Front Panel
(remotable w/optional YSK-8100)
« 3 Power Qutput Levels
2m  50/20/5 Watt
70cm 35/20'5 Watt
+ 208 Memory Channels
« Enhanced Smart Search™
+ CTCSS Encode
+ Built-in Duplexer
+ S-Meter Squelch
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ADMS-2D
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FCC official promises
more enforcement of rules

RICK MCCUSKER, KO6DJ

S erge Marty-Volkoff, Regional

Director, Western Region of

the FCC Compliance and In-
formation Bureau was introduced at
the Visalia DX Convention banquet.
During his brief remarks, he stated
the additional help for Amateur
Radio in enforcement of the FCC
rules was on the way. I interviewed
him for clarification of his statement
after the dinner.

WR: You made the comment that
we can expect some more enforce-
ment action by the FCC. What does
the FCC have in mind?

SMYV: Well, we have a new bureau
chief, Richard Lee, and he has been
pretty much given the green light
by our new chairman, Bill Kennard,
to enhance our enforcement in all
areas. Rich Lee feels that the duty
of the Compliance and Information
Bureau is to enforce all laws, and of
course that includes the Amateur
Radio service. For years, we have
had some limitations in some areas,
and now those limitations have been
lifted.

WR: We know there have been
some budget cuts in the FCC. Is this
going to have any effect on this plan?

SMV: Well, we are already at a re-
duced staff. We had a reorganization
about two years ago, and we lost a
lot of people. So what you see now,
is what you get. Even with that said,
we plan to take action on those cases
that we feel need action taken on.

WR: Are you planning on doing
some more action with organiza-
tions such as the ARRL Official Ob-
server program? We have heard in
the past the the OO’s make docu-
mentation, tape record stuff, they
send it in, and nothing ever hap-
pens.

SMV: Well, there are two compo-
nents to this particular enforcement
posture. One is the work that we do
in the field bureau, the Compliance
and Information Bureau, and even-
tually that has to go over to the
Wireless Telecommunications Bu-
reau, the operating office that issues
licenses, and they have to take ad-
ministrative action against the lic-
ensees, such as revocation. We have
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certain administrative processes
that we go through, like the Notice
of Apparent Liability, things of that
sort. So it takes the effort of the CIB
and the WIB to get something done.

WR: Are we going to see some
more cooperation between the FCC
and the Amateur Radio community
to solve some of these major prob-
lems we have been having?

SVM: Well, we have always had a
level of cooperation at the local level,
it’s just several years ago the ARRL
came to the commission, specifically
our bureau, and talked to the former
bureau chief, and worked out an
agreement where our bureau would
only handle a certain number of
cases, and these cases were basically
screened through the ARRL and
then they would come to us and say
ok, these are three bad cases. And
unfortunately even though the bu-
reau conducted investigations, there
wasn't a lot of follow-up on some of
those cases for one reason or an-
other.

WR: Is there any chance that we
are going to see increased funding
for the enforcement bureau as far
as getting some more teams out in
the field, maybe get some of these

monitoring stations put back in
business?

SMV: Oh, I don’t think that is in
the cards at all. What you see is
what you have, if anything, there
may be some point in time when
there will be even less people in the
organization. The government in
general is pretty much moving to-
wards privatization, and I think we
are seeing that at the commission
now. So the Compliance and Infor-
mation Bureau will probably have
to live with privatization and find
more ways to partner with industry
to enforce the rules. Our chairman
is very interested in self-certifica-
tion in terms of other services. I
think the ARRL has something be-
fore the commission to give them
authority to go directly to the ALJ’s
(Administrative Law Judges) on
these cases. That’s pretty much in
residence with the feeling of the
commission at the present time. Qur
bureau supports that and one of the
new mechanics by which the Ama-
teur Radio community enforces it-
self.

WR: So the FCC is taking the
stand, sure we will provide the back-
bone, but it is up to the Amateur Ra-
dio community to continue the self-
policing practices and bring it to the
FCC’s attention.

SVM: No question about it.

Does this mean more enforcement
for rules violations? I will let the in-
dividual reader decide. )

Israeli Ham satellite
launch date

Israel confirmed the tentative
launch date for the TechSat-1b Ham
Radio satellite to be between 23-24
June. According to Assi Friedman,
4X1KX, the TechSat-1b Ham satel-
lite will be very similar to the ill-
fated TechSat-1a in the communi-
cations modes it will provide. It will
use 9600 Baud Frequency Shift Key-
ing and will have VHF and L-band
uplinks, and downlinks in the UHF

NORM’S ROTOR SERVICE

band. — IRAC, 4X1KX, Newsline
5263 Agro Drive ¢ Frederick, MD 21703
(301) 874-5885

Nﬁa/s
We rebulld rotors, plus:

Rebulit Rotors for sale « Parts for U.S.-built
rotors + We Buy Used U.S,
Rotors/Controls for CASH!

NORM JEWELER, W3NRS

SAREX QSLs

The Dayton ARA has agreed to
handle QSL duties for this fall’s
SAREX space shuttle STS-95 mis-
sion. The October flight will carry
former astronaut John Glenn into
space for the first time since the
1960s. Two Hams are also among
the STS-95 crew. — ARRL, Newsline

Verbal Morse

The Morse code has a new sup-
porters but not the kind you might
expect. Radio operators, believed to
be members of the Southern Sudan
Peoples Liberation Army, have been
heard on the 40-meter band. They
are sending messages by vocalizing
the Morse code in both English and
Sudanese local languages. Accord-
ing to VK2EA, the pirate operators
are actually speaking each dot and
dash. Presumably they think it’s giv-
ing them a measure of military se-
curity. — @-News, Newsline
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Land Mobile

Communications Council
strikes at Amateur Radio

RICK MCCUSKER, KO6DJ

he Land Mobile Communica-

tions Council has filed a peti

tion demanding reallocation
of 420-430 and 440-450 MHz. The
LMCC wants that portion of the
“440” band reassigned with Private
Mobile Radio Service as primary
user, and Amateur Radio as second-
ary user on a “not-to-interfere” ba-
sis. Comments were due, on paper,
by 01 June 1998.

The LMCC is a consortium of sev-
eral corporations and organizations.
The LMCC is made up of:

American Association of State
Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO)

American Automobile Associa-
tion (AAA)

American Mobile Telecommu-
nications Association (AMTA)

American Petroleum Institute
(API)

American Trucking Associa-
tions, Inc. (ATA)

Association of American Rail-
roads (AAR)

Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials-In-
ternational, Inc. (APCO)

Cellular Telecommunications
Industry Association (CTIA)

Central Station Alarm Associa-
tion (CSAA)

Forest Industries Telecommu-
nications (FIT)

Forestry-Conservation Com-
munications Association
(FCAA)

Industrial Telecommunica-
tions Association (ICA)

Intelligent Transportation So-
ciety of America (ITSA)

International Association of
Fire chiefs (IAFC)

International Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies
(IAFWA)

International Municipal Sig-
nal Association (IMSA)

International Taxicab and Liv-
ery Association (ITLA)

Manufactureres Radio Fre-

quency Advisory Committee
(MRFAC)

National Association of State
Foresters (NASF)

Personal Communications In-
dustry Association (PCIA)

Telecommunications Industry
Association (TIA)

UTC, The Telecommunica-
tions Association (UTC)

What does this mean for
us?

The FCC cannot reallocate 430-
440 MHz because it’s an interna-
tional allocation for Amateur Radio.
They can reallocate these two por-
tions, especially when you realize
the potential for monetary gains by
the government for license fees they
can charge licensees.

Were you one of the smart Hams
who sent a letter to your represen-
tative supporting HR3572? That is
the bill designed to protect Amateur
Radio spectrum from grabs just like
this.

The interesting part of this stery,
is that the petition was filed on 07
May, with comments due by 01
June. Just a little over three weeks
to get our comments on file. With
that short notice, not one of the
Amateur Radio magazines or news-
letters had time to get the word out
to the readers. It all depended on
word of mouth to spread the word.
With any kind of luck, Hams got the
word and sent letters in by the com-
ment deadline.

The ARRL is gearing up for this

OUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC
I‘ Licensed at least 25 years ago ?
| And licensed now ?
[ Then you should belong to the
Quarter Century Wireless Association ||
For information write :
159 E. 16th Ave,, Dept R
Eugene, OR 97401-4017
\‘ http://www teleport.com/~ qcwa

_

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

fight. The ARRL letter of 08 May
was the source of the information on
this issue, with special updates con-
tinuing to appear on the ARRL
homepage. The staff at Worldradio
has offered its support to ARRL in
this matter, and we will be provid-
ing ARRL with any information we
receive on this threat. We urge our
readers who are not members of
ARRL to consider becoming a mem-
ber. They need your support and are
the only major organization with the
clout to make a difference.
It doesn’t look good. Ny
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Rules &
Regs

Jack Kelleher
W4ZC

E-mail:
wdzc@macconnect.com

Preparations continue
for next WRC

With WRC-97 behind us, prepara-
tions already are underway for the
next World Radiocommunication
Conference. In fact, WRC-97 was
barely over before the first Confer-
ence Preparatory Meeting for WRC-
99 was held last fall. While it’s not
entirely clear right now if the next
WRC will be held in 1999 or 2000,
it’s still being referred to as WRC-
99. The ITU Council may decide the
question of when WRC-99 will be
held when it meets in Geneva. The
decision could even be deferred un-
til the 1998 ITU Plenipotentiary
Conference in Minneapolis 12 Octo-
ber -06 November. At least for now,
planning will continue on the as-
sumption that the next conference
will be held in the fall of 1999.

The FCC WRC-99 Advisory Com-
mittee held its initial meeting in
February. FCC informal working
groups have been meeting over the
past few weeks.

Earlier this year, ARRL Technical
Relations Manager Paul Rinaldo,
W4RI, represented the League on
U.S. delegations to several ITU
Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-
R) meetings in Geneva, Switzerland.
Working Party 7C met in late Feb-
ruary. This committee is responsible

HV Variable
Capacitors
for Antenna Turners/
RF Amplifiers

* Roller inductors

¢ Counter dials

* Antenna tuners & Kits,
Reasonable prices!

KILO-TEC Catalog: $1.00
P.O. Box 10 * Oakview, CA 93022
To order call: (805) 646-9645 ¢ rax: (805) 640-7670
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for studies relating to the Earth
Exploration Satellite Service that
has been eyeing the 430 to 440 MHz
band for use by synthetic aperture
radars (SARs). These systems are
capable of penetrating the upper
canopy of a rain forest to monitor
ecological changes. Ken Pulfer,
VE3PU, who represented the Inter-
national Amateur Radio Union, in-
troduced an JARU paper expressing
concerns with respect to the 420 to
450 MHz band. An ARRL-authored
paper also was introduced by the
U.S,, expanding on the theme and
reviewing the status of technical
sharing studies.

Working Party 8A met in mid-
March. This group — Amateur
Radio’s “home” in the ITU — is re-
sponsible for the amateur and the
amateur satellite services, among
others. Representing the IARU at
this session was ARRL Interna-
tional Affairs Vice President Larry
Price, W4RA. He introduced an
IARU paper detailing progress in
HF data communication in the Ama-
teur Service and setting out the
characteristics of PACTOR I and II,
CLOVER, and G-TOR. Several
ARRL papers also were submitted
by the U.S. to update existing docu-
mentation.

Something called “fixed wireless

access” (FWA — and sometimes
called wireless local loop) could be-
come a hot topic for Amateur Radio
at the next WRC. The idea is to con-
nect user telephone or data equip-
ment via radio instead of wirelines
to an access point in the public
switched telephone network. FWA
proponents are looking at the suit-
ability of more than 100 frequency
bands between 27 MHz and 66 GHz
— some of which involve amateur
bands. A committee called Joint
Rapporteur Group (JRG) 8A/9B is
looking at FWA issues. Participants
include those involved in the mobile
and amateur services — from WP
8A — and the fixed service. Price
also represented the IARU on JRG
8A/9B.

For more information on WRC-99
preparations, see www.fcc.gov/wre-
99. Thanks to Paul Rinaldo, W4RI,
and Steve Mansfield, NIMZA

ARRL asks FCC
to support

voluntary band plans

Following up on action taken at
the January ARRL Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting, the League has for-
mally asked the FCC to equate ob-
servance of voluntary band plans
with “good amateur practice.” In a

Amateur Radio Call Signs

The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VEC
Region under the sequential call system as of 04 May1997.
For more information about the sequential call sign sytem, see Fact Sheet PR5000

#206-S.
Radio District Group A Group B Group C Group D
Am Extra Advanced Tech./Gen. Novice
%] AB@HN KIgMY ++ KC@DJX
1 AAITO KE1JP ++ KB1CTL
2 AB2FF KG20H ++ KC2DLZ
3 AA3RD KF3BP ++ KB3CNN
4 AF4JM KU4RI ++ KF4YFS
5 AC5PW KM5QG ++ KD5ECI
6 AD6FE KQ6VT ++ KF6QQZ
7 AB7XX KK7NH ++ KD7BPI
8 AB8SCM KI8FX ++ KC8KAX
9 AA9VZ KGINK ++ KB9SSC
N. Mariana Is. NHQOE AHOAY KHOGW WH@ABI
Guam ++ AH2DH KH2TJ WH2ANW
Hawaii NH7H AH6PJ KH7JP WH6DEN
Amer. Samoa AHSP AH8SAH KH8DM WHSABF
Alaska AL@K AL7RD KL@OO WL7CUS
Virgin Is. ++ KP2CN NP2KC WP2ALJ
Puerto Rico NP3W KP3BG NP3WH WP4NNQ

++All call signs in this group have been issued in this district.
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request for a Declaratory ruling filed
03 April, the League asks the FCC
to affirm that amateur operation
that conflicts with established vol-
untary band plans and causes inter-
ference or adversely affects those
operating in accordance with appli-
cable band plans would violate FCC
rules. Specifically, the League wants
the Commission to confirm that
Hams should be familiar with, and
should abide by, voluntary band
plans applicable to the bands they
operate and to state that those who
don’t operate in harmony with those
plans are not operating “in accord
with good amateur practice.” A com-
plete copy of the League’s petition
may be found on the ARRLWeb at
www.arrl.org/announce/declreq.pdf.
The FCC has assigned rulemaking
number RM-9259 to the request.
The action is considered a bit un-
usual since RM numbers generally
are assigned only to petitions for
rulemaking, not to requests for a
declaratory judgment. A complete
copy of the League’s petition may be
found on the website listed above.

League supports lower
vanity fee schedule

The ARRL says it supports the
proposed lower fee to obtain a van-
ity call sign. The FCC proposed re-
cently in its fiscal year 1998 fee
schedule that vanity filers would
pay just $12.90 for the ten-year
term, once the new schedule goes
into effect later this year. That’s the
lowest fee in the history of the van-
ity program. Originally the fee was
$30; The fee jumped to $50 in Sep-
tember of 1997.

In comments filed 22 April with
the FCC, the League called the wide
variation in fees over the life of the
vanity program “clearly inequi-
table” and said the FCC should
have handled the matter differently.
The League called the proposed
$12.90 fee “reasonable” and urged
its adoption “as soon as possible.”

Privacy bill passes
House, hits Senate

In a resounding 414-to-1 floor vote
HR 2369, the Wireless Privacy En-
hancement Act of 1998, passed the
U.S. House of Representatives in
March and now awaits action in the
Senate. The house-passed bill in-
cludes a report that specifically re-
solves concerns that the ARRL
raised with the staff of the House
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Telecommunications Subcommittee.

When first introduced, the League
feared it unintentionally could have
outlawed all out-of-band operations
including MARS and CAP, as well
as most scanning and short wave
listening. These fears — also voiced
by scanner enthusiasts, volunteer
fire departments and others — were
addressed by the bill’s sponsor, Loui-
siana Republican Billy Tauzin,
when the bill was amended. How-
ever, the League was concerned that
certain provisions in the bill could
be interpreted as forbidding the
modification of linear amplifiers for
10 and 12-Meters, as well as the
modification of transceivers for
MARS and CAP use.

In the days before the bill went to
the floor, subcommittee staff worked
with the League and with other in-
volved parties to craft a committee
report that would put our fears to
rest. Committee reports are the of-
ficial statement of “Congressional
intent” on important legislation. The
House voted on the bill and the re-
port as a single package.

The report made it clear that the
Committee did not intend the legis-
lation to prohibit Hams from modi-
fying linear amplifiers after pur-
chase, as permitted by FCC rules,
for use on 12 or 10 Meters, or from
building or modifying one amplifier
per year to enable this capacity.

The report also said that the Com-
mittee did not intend that the pro-
posed law be interpreted to discour-
age manufacturers from providing
MARS and CAP modification infor-
mation. The report also clarified
other concerns raised by scanner
enthusiasts, short wave listeners
and manufacturers. The report’s full
text can be found at ftp:/ftp.loc.gov/
pub/thomas/cp105/hr425.txt.

During the house debate on the
bill, Tauzin and Florida Republican
Cliff Stearns took time to praise the
volunteer work of Amateur Radio
operators in the wake of natural di-
sasters.

There is no word on what the Sen-
ate plans to do about this legislation.

FCC grants
Little LEO licenses:

The FCC’s International Bureau
has granted — subject to certain
specified conditions — authoriza-
tions to four companies to operate
non-voice, non-geostationary mo-
bile-satellite systems in low Earth
orbit (NVNG MSS or Little Leo sys-
tems). None of the operating fre-
quencies are within amateur bands.
Little LEO systems will offer data
communications services, including
two-way data messaging, vehicle
tracking and remote meter reading
to earthbound users.

Silent Keys - s

PAUL HEARNE, WB2GHI

Paul G. Hearne, WB2GHI, of Ar-
lington, Virginia, died 03 May.
Hearne was president of the Dole
Foundation for Employment of
People with Disabilities and presi-
dent and CEO of the American As-
sociation of People with Disabilities.
As director of the National Council
on Disability from 1988 to 1989,
Hearne helped to draft and press for

rHI-PERFORMANCE DIPOLESH
—— e — v
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passage of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

Hearne was among the first stu-
dents to attend Long Island’s Hu-
man Resource Center and the first
person with a disability to graduate
from Hofstra University Law
School. Hearne went on to establish
the first legal services office dedi-
cated to people with disabilities.

Hearne was among those who
helped to pass message traffic fol-
lowing the Alaska earthquake in
1964. He belonged to the Mid-Atlan-
tic Antique Radio Club and had a
substantial collection of vintage
equipment. He also helped to found
the Ham Radio Museum in
Rockville, Maryland. — N1VVX,
Justice-for-All newsletter, ARRL Let-

ter )




Stew Gilliam, KI6M
— DX banquet speaker

RICK M°CUSKER, KO6DJ

he highlight of the DX Con-

vention at Visalia, California,

this year was the surprise
guest speaker at the banquet, Stew
Gilliam, KI6M, a well-known come-
dian, television and movie person-
ality, and a Ham. I cornered Mr.
Gilliam and was fortunate enough
to record some of his thoughts.

‘WR: I'm from Worldradio

magazine. Are you familiar with
Worldradio?

'SG:1 am familiar with it, I read 1,

it a great deal. It's a great maga-
zine, and I tried to time my
call by reading
Worldradio. Back 4
in those days you &
published what
the calls were, as
they were going
down, so I tried to
get my KK6K
call. I wanted a
King Kong call.

WR: What did
you get?

SG: 1 got KI6M.

WR: Did you ac-
tually try to get
KK6K?

SG: Yes I did,
because I had a great call before
that, WD6FBU, which was Witch
Doctor Six Full Blooded Ubangi.
Nobody wanted me to change that!

WR: That’s a pretty good call.
That was a great presentation that
you gave in there. Makes me wish I
had brought my video camera in-
stead of my other one.

SG: I try to have fun!

WR: How active are you?

SG: I am not as active as I was.
Originally when I got my call, I was
under contract with Universal, and
they had me on hold for a series.
They had me on hold for almost two
years so I had the time to devote to
one of my passions, Ham radio. So I
had the time then, I had a station,
and they were paying me to do noth-
ing! The last 10 years, I just haven’t
had the time to spend at the radio. I
love DX and I have enough DX cards
to get into the club, but I just haven’t

Stew Gillia

m, KI6M, the
mystery banquet speaker

been able to pursue it at all lately.

WR: What kind of setup do you
have at home?

SG: I have an old Kenwood 850
with a KT-34 antenna, an old Swan
amp, and a vertical, with an in-
verted V on 40 Meters and a ran-

dom wire that I worked
on 80 Meters. [ have a
modest station, but it
is a lot of fun, and I
enjoy it a great deal.
WR: Are you going
to get back into it?
£ Let me put it to you
,§ this way. The solar
B/ cycle is headed back
up, and 10 Meters has
been opening up for the
last 3 or 4 months.
SG: I'm aware of it,
but it is just a matter
of finding the time.
% And I'm in a situa-
tion at my home
that I have to get up
early in the morn-
ing to work DX, I
can listen to CW
and work CW all
morning, but the
moment | start
working Phone,
my voice wakes
up my wife, and I haven’t remedied
that situation yet. And that is the
best time for me to work DX.

WR: Earplugs?

SG: For her?

WR: Yes, for her!

SG: That’s a good idea, probably
the only way I can work DX phone!

WR: What do you think of the new
equipment?

SG: The new equipment today is
fantastic. What else is there? The
new stuff is on the moon!

WR: It can do everything but get
up and dance.

SG: Or cook or clean or keep my
wife happy.

WR: Where is your home QTH?

SG: My home is in North Holly-
wood, California. I live centrally lo-
cated in the area of the studios, in
Studio City.

WR: No CC and Rs?

SG: No CC and Rs. I do have 2

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

Meters in the car, and when I have
to go somewhere, like Anaheim, I do
use 2 Meters. My activity right now
is really limited to 2 Meters. I've got
to upgrade my rig. I have been lazy
about that. I haven’t upgraded my
rigs at all, just because I haven’t
been active at all. Some of the new
stuff is just gorgeous, you know?
Makes your mouth water, and your
credit card jump right out of your
wallet.

WR: You are so right. [ was at the
Yaesu display and told Chip
Margelli, K7JA that I wanted to do
a product review of the new FT-847,
and told him to let me know when
to stop by and pick it up. It didn’t
work.

SG: It didn’t work?

WR: No it didn’t!

SG: I keep looking at the new Al-
pha stuff, and I want one of those in
the worst kind of way. You know how
that is. I would like to have one of
those Signal Ones, but I don’t have
the time. I am real close to retire-
ment, and when that comes, I am
going to rebuild my station.

WR: Thank you for your time.

SG: My pleasure.

-/

92-year-old passes
CW test

British amateur Les Breeze,
2E1FXS, became the oldest UK citi-
zen to pass a 5 wpm CW test. It was
even more of a challenge for Breeze
because he is blind. His wife, Doreen
who is not a ham, studied with him
in order to assist in learning the code
by his wife, Doreen, who is not a
Ham but Les is not finished yet. He
intends to study the code and theory
so he can upgrade to a full privilege
UK Class A license. — Newsline

copy! S0
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Dayton Hamvention |
— A rookie’s point of view

RICK MCCUSKER, KO6DJ

ne of the pleasures of hav
ing been given the opportu-
nity to be the editor of
Worldradio is traveling to various
activities around the country which
are of major interest to our hobby.
(It’s a dirty job, but somebody has
to do it, right?) For years, I have
heard about the Dayton Ham-

vention, but had never been able to

get there. (I have two teenage
daughters, i.e., broke!) My wife,
Joyce, had mentioned that one of
these days, she wants to go to the
national convention for counted
cross-stitchers. My one word reply
was “Dayton”. She asked “What’s
Dayton?” I replied that it is the
world’s largest gathering of Hams.
Well, she still hasn’t made it to her
convention, but I made it to
Hamvention! (If she reads this, I'm
in trouble!)

The first clue of how big this event
actually is comes from the fact that
motel and hotel rooms are sold out
a year in advance in a 20-30 mile
radius of the Hamvention site. As
part of the pre-registration package,
you're sent a diagram of the grounds
with the location of all the exhibi-
tors and flea market locations. 750
inside locations and several THOU-
SAND outside booths? Come on! I
grew up in Southern California
where the original flea market con-
cept started. In the 1950s, drive-in
theater owners got the idea to open
the theaters on Saturday and Sun-
day mornings and sell the spaces to
people selling stuff. Back then, they
were huge! But nowhere near what
I witnessed at Dayton!

What a perfect weekend to work
some DX and gather a bunch of rare
ones needed for your DXCC certifi-
cate. There must have been several
disappointed DX stations calling
“CQ” and not getting much of a
pileup, because there were a whole
bunch of Hams at the Hamvention.

Worldradio has a booth located
in Hara Arena, a hockey facility. We
were surrounded by most of the big
players in the world of Ham radio.
Across the aisle was the Granite An-
tenna Company, behind us was Ken-
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wood, Standard Ra-
dio was on our left,
and lots and lots of
Hams coming to
“Mecca” were on our
right.

The weather was
cooperative. Friday
was very warm with
a high humidity
reading, with Sat-
urday being cooler,
and Sunday being
flat-out perfect. The
weather guessers
had predicted rain
and thunderstorms
for Friday night and
Saturday morning,
but as usual, they
were wrong. A
couple of lessons
learned were the
need for warm
weather clothing
and sunscreen.

Anything, and I
really do mean anything you could
possibly imagine having to do with
Ham radio, or being even remotely
associated with a shack, or having
been at one time in the same county
with a Ham shack is available in the
outdoor flea market area.

I ventured outside on Saturday
morning to check out the bargains,
and it was literally shoulder-to-
shoulder in the flea market. One of
the first things that I saw, and just

3. VINTAGE RADIO KIT tor 95

CW, AM FONE, FULL QSK, SOLID 5 WATTS OUTPUT
160 THROUGH 40 {30 METERS OPTIONAL)
With a handful of crystals & a headfull of nos-
talgia, you can still feel the warm glow of old
time radio at your finger tips. For more info &
spec sheet on the CPTR send for new expanded
'98 catalog. Enclose $1.50 or a 9x12 self ad-
dressed envelope with $1 for postage & mail to:
VINTAGE RADIO KIT
427 N. Main St.  Sharon, MA 02067
Web site @ mnsinc.com/bry/vintage.htm

Stuff to die for at the flea market. The com-
plete Collins “S” line.

drooled over was a double wide rack,
about 4 feet high, with the complete
Collins “S” line installed. It was
beautiful! (Beauty is in the eye of
the beholder, right?) And of course,
it already had a “SOLD” sign on it.
I didn’t bother asking how much it
sold for.

Wandering around the area, you
get the impression that people from
all over the U.S. are here, display-
ing their treasures. And you would
be correct. I saw people walking
around with badges, caps and t-
shirts with calls from everywhere.
License plates on the vehicles veri-
fied that conclusion. Several Hams
looking for “treasures” were from
other parts of the world. Another
lesson learned here; wear very com-
fortable shoes. You will be walking
for hours, just on your first trip
around the area. On your second trip
through the aisles, you need a way
to carry all of the stuff that you have
purchased. I saw a lot of people
wearing large backpacks, and I
thought it would be a perfect way to
overheat yourself. But it isn’t! It’s a
perfect way to carry and store the
stuff you are going to buy!




Going back into the semi-
airconditioned building gives you
even more incentive to spend your
kids inheritance. Everything from
nuts and bolts, batteries, software,
hot dogs, kits, towers, antennas,
rigs, magazines, books, and lots
more. They even had new cars and
trucks for sale!

All day, every day, there are sev-
eral interesting forums to attend. If
you interest is in MARS, there is a
forum. You say your interest is in
YL operating? Yep, there’s a forum
for that too! And DX, Contesting,
ARRL, media relations, FCC, Bi-
cycle Mobile Hams and my favorite,
the Youth forum. Lots of fabulous
information available, no matter
what your interest is.

One thing that greatly impressed
me was the parking lot. Most people
look at their new cars and trucks as
the means to transport themselves
from point A to point B. Not us! We
see it as the opportunity to trans-
port our antennas. I saw an abso-
lutely beautiful red pickup with a
matching camper shell in the ven-
dor parking area. It wasn’t the color
or make that made it so attractive.
I counted 12 antennas mounted on
the cab and the camper shell. Now
that is a beautiful sight!

Everyone there was friendly, and
several stopped by the booth to say
“hi” and just chat for a couple of
minutes. | met Hams that I have
had a QSO with, but had never had
an “eyeball” with them. It sure is
nice to be able to put a face with a
voice. I also met some of our colum-
nists. I met Nancy Kott, WZ8C, our
Positively CW columnist, and
Stacey “ACE” Jansen, N3AHA, who
authors the County Hunters col-
umn. I was surprised that they were
so young! You would usually associ-
ate a columnist with someone sit-
ting at a desk, smoking a big fat ci-
gar, nasty disposition, mad at the
world, right? Not true! I took a pic-
ture of Nancy to place at the head
of her column, and you will be
shocked by how attractive she is!
And “ACE” is a handsome devil, too.
YL Hams would love to get to know
him!

Lessons learned? Bring double the
amount of money your spouse will
let you take. There are more than
enough bargains here to spend it on.
Take lots of warm weather weather
clothing, including some form of
shade for your head. Wear comfort-
able shoes. You will be doing a lot of

walking. Bring a backpack or some-
thing that you can use to carry your
“new” stuff. And plan on at least two
days to see everything. You can com-
plete a lap around the entire
grounds, but you can’t possibly see
everything there is to see in one day.

What impressed me the most? The
number of people who come to

Hamvention. Especially when you
hear Hams say they have been com-
ing every year since they were old
enough to get there.

Each one of them was a pleasure
to talk to, bump shoulders with, and
I really felt I had “arrived” at
Hamvention.

See you there next year! 2

Hearing other voices

MARY PELAK

y dad is a Ham of the Ama-

teur Radio variety. He has

a radio shack in our base-
ment. Voices from all over the world
can come into the shack. A voice of-
ten heard in our house is not a hu-
man voice but the voice of a ma-
chine. But Dad says that mechani-
cal voice has a rhythm and a musi-
cal inflection just like the sound of
any foreign language. The language
is Morse code, a system of dots and
dashes used by radio operators ev-
erywhere. Each letter and number
has a pattern of dots and dashes and
some special Ham jargon has its
own pattern. One of the patterns I
always recognize is CQ, which
means “seeking you,” a signal you
send out to try and establish a con-
tact. Dad is currently up to 20 words
per minute; masters of code can do
35. To operate a radio you need a
license, and you can progress from
novice to extra by passing a series
of tests made up of code and a tech-
nical section.

Although Dad’s license allows him
to talk over the microphone, he pre-
fers code. There is no need for small
talk. He patiently sends out the pat-

THE EASY TO USE
LOGGING SOFTWARE.

Log-EQF Version 8 works with all major call-
sign databases, computer-ready rigs, and TNC'’s.
DXCC, WAS, WAZ, beam headings, CW keyer,
QSL labels, PacketCluster™, and more.

Log-EQF Version 8 runs in DOS, 08/2, or
Wwindows. Just $39.95 (DX add $3 shipping).

Internet: http://www.itis.neeqf
E-Mail: n3eqf@usaor.net

Check, Money Order, EQF Software
VISA or MC Orders: Tom Dandrea, N3EQF
547 Sautter Drive
Coraopolis, PA 15108
1-724-457-2584

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

Mary Pelak

terns that will spell out his call sign
and location to the person receiving
his signal. Hams often exchange in-
formation about their radios and
antennas. If he swaps addresses
with your contact, he will probably
receive a QSL card in the mail. QSLs
are postcards Hams send to confirm
contacts from all over the world. Dad
has tried everything in his quest to
master the code. He even sent away
for tapes called “The Rhythm of the
Code” that has singers chanting the
patterns of the code alphabet to a
pounding beat in the background.
But mastering the code was much
more difficult than he thought. As
with any foreign language, it takes
a lot of time and practice to master
and be proficient at sending it. Dad
found his avocation in the Amateur
Radio airwaves learning a language
that spoke to him through its prac-
tical purposes and its universality.

(Ed. Mary, 16, submitted the
above as part of an English project.
Her teacher is Mr. Thomas Jones at
Wyoming Valley West High School,
in Plymouth, PA. I am sending a
copy of this issue to Mr. Jones.
Maybe we can get Mary an “A” for
the project.) .
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MFJ HF/VHF SWR Analyzer-
with RF Resistance Meter

Read your antenna SWR from 1.8-170 MHz . . . 10-digit LCD Jrequency counter . . .
RF Registance Meter™ . .. smooth reduction-drive tuning . . . simple-to-use . . .

i What the MFJ-259 Does

The MFJ-259 gives you a
complete picture of your antenna’s
performance anywhere between 1.8
and 170 MHz -- you can even check
SWR outside the ham bands
without violating FCC rules. Set
the bandswitch and tune the
dial--just like your transceiver.
SWR is displayed instantly!

RF Resistance Meter™

Does 2:1 SWR mean 25 ohms or
100 ohms? The new MFJ-259 tells
you at a glance!

Now you can measure RF
resistance up to 500 ohms at
minimum SWR -- instantly -- on
MFI's exclusive side-by-side RF
Resistance and SWR Meters!

Take the guesswork out of
building matching networks and
baluns for your antennas.

Watch the effects of spacing on
radiation resistance as you adjust
your antenna.

Here's What You Can Do ...
Find your antenna's true

resonant frequency from the shack.
Tune the antennas on your

ME S WE/VHE SWR ANALYZER
1 8170 M
WODEL M 798

Ir you work

$ 95 with antennas, MFJ's
239 revolutionary new

SWR Analyzer™ is the best invest-

ment you'll ever make! Now you

can diagnose a wide range of

antenna problems instantly with
one easy-to-use instrament.

MFJ-259

tower and watch SWR change
instantly as you make each adjust-
ment. You'll know exactly what to
do by simply watching the display.

Tune critical HF mobile anten-
nas in seconds -- without subjecting
your transceiver to high SWR.

Measure your antenna'’s 2:1
SWR bandwidth on a single band,
or analyze multiband performance
over the entire spectrum from1.8 to
170 MHz!

Measure inductance,
capacitance, resonant frequency of
tuned circuits, transmission line
velocity factor/impedance/loss.Test
RF chokes, transformers, baluns.

Adjust your tuner for a perfect
I:1 match without creating QRM.

And this is only the beginning!
The MFJ-259 is really four test
instruments in one: an accurate RF
signal generator, a high resolution
170 MHz frequency counter, RF
Resistance Meter™ and an SWR
Analyzer™.

Free Manual

MFJ comprehensive 18 page
instruction manual is packed with
useful applications -- all explained in
simple language you can understand!

For free manual write or call MFJ.

Take It Anywhere

The MFJ-259 is fully portable,
powered internally by 8 AA bat-
teries or 110 VAC with MFJ-1312B,
$12.95. It's in a rugged all metal
cabinet that's a compact 4x2Y2x6%a
inches. Take it to remote sites, up
towers, on DX-peditions -- any-
where your antennas are located.

For rough service, pick up a
convenient MFJ-29B, $24.95,
K/z;dded carrying pouch to keep your

FJ-259 close at hand and looking

like new.

How Good is the MFJ-259?

MFJ SWR Analyzers™ work so
good, many antenna manufacturers
use them in their lab and on the
production line -- saving thousands
of doliars in instrumentation costs!
Professional installers and
technicians use them worldwide.

Get More by Paying Less

With the MFJ-259, you get full
1.8 to 170 MHz coverage, simple
operation, instantaneous readings,
a high accuracy frequency counter
and MFJ's exclusive RF Resistance
Meter™-- all for alow $239.95.

1.8-170 MHz SWR Analyzers™ Carrying Pouch with Window
MFI.249 MFJ-249 HF/VHF MFI-29B Tote your MFJ-259
$2 1 995 SWR Ana[_vzgrw_ ; 495 1249/209 SWR
Same as MFJ-259 bu Analyzer™ anywhere

less RF resistance meter. Include:
10-digit LCD frequency counter,
JSull 1.8-170 MHz coverage and
smooth vernier tuning.

. i’"&;g‘;s MFJ}-209 HF/VHF
SWR Analyzer™ is
same as MFJ-259
withoat LCD frequency counter
and RF resistance meter. Has jack
for external frequency counter,
smooth vernier tuning.

with this custom Carrying
Pouch. Made with a special
foam-filled fabric, it cushions
lows, deflects scrapes, and

Clear protective frequency display and
window cutouts for knobs let you use it
without taking it out of pouch. Fully
adjustable webbed fabric carrying strap has
snap hooks on both ends. Wear around waist
or over shoulder.

Keep your analyzer safe and looking new!

MFJ-29, $19.95, no window or cutouts.

% 87—
*
protects knobs, meters and displays from ham.“

Dip Meter

Plug a dip meter coupling
95 (il into your MFJ SWR

Analyzer™ and turn it into a
sensitive and accurate
bandswitched dip meter
With a dip meter you'll save

time and take the guesswork out

of winding coils, measuring
inductance and capacitance, measuring velocity
factor and electrical lengths of coax. Determine
resonant frequency of tuned circuits and measure
Q of coils. Set of two coils cover 1.8-170 MHz
depending on your MFJ SWR Analyzer™.

440 MHx SWR Analyzer -
MEJ-219  Read SWR of any ant-

$9 Q95 enna 420 to 450 MHz -- just

MF]-66

19

%

) plug coax of your antenna

into SO-239 connector, set frequency
and read SWR. Uses microwave
integrated circuits and microstrip

( MFJ 2 Meter FM SignalAnalyzer ™

Measure signal strength over 60dB range - Check and set FM deviation - Measure antenna gain,
beamwidth, front-to-back ratio, sidelobes, feedline loss in dB - Analyze audio quality with scope

1 MFJ-224
NEW:

MFJ's revolutionary
handheld 2 Meter FM
SignalAnalyzer™ lets you
measure signal strength with
over 50 dB dynamic range;
check and set FM deviation of
your packet and voice radios;
measure antenna gain,
beamwidth, front-to-back ratio,
sidelobe suppression and actual
feedline loss in dB.

Plug in any scope and your MFJ FM
SignalAnalyzer™ becomes a service monitor!

It lets you visually analyze modulation wave
forms, measure audio distortion, noise and
Linstantancous-peak deviation.

You can tune in any signal between 143.5
and 148.5 MHz. It's built-in discriminator-meter
function makes accurate tuning simple and easy.

You can plug in headphones to help you tune
in and identify signals easily. There's also a
battery check function. Uses 9 volt battery.
Measures 4x2'/2x6%s inches.

Here are some countless jobs your MFJ FM
SignalAnalyzer™ can perform . . . evaluate
antenna performance, detect feedline faults, plot
field strength patterns, position your antennas,
measure preamp gain, track down hidden
transmitters, check and set deviation, analyze
audio quality, scan the band, tune transmitters
and filters, and much more!

The MFJ-224 2 Meter FM SignalAnalyzer™
may be the most useful 2 Meter handheld test
instrument you may ever own.

technology. Jack for external frequency
counter. 7'/2x2'/2x2"a in.
MFJ-219N, $99.95, sames as
MFIJ-219 but with "N" connector.
MFJ-219 uses 9 volt battery or
110 VAC with MFJ-1312B, $12.95.

Free MFJ Catalog

and Nearest Dealer . . . 800-647-1800

http://www.mfjenterprises.com
* 1 year unconditional guarantee *30 day money back

guarantee (less s/h) on orders from MFJ « FREE catalog
MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC.

MH FAX: (601) 323-6551; Add s/h
Tech Help: (601) 323-0549

Box 494, Miss. State, MS 39762
Prices and specifications subject to change © /997 MFJ Enterprises, Inc.

(601) 323-5869; 8-4:30 CST. Mon.-Fri

MF] ... the world leader in ham raZlio accessories!
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MFJ tunable super DSP filter

Only MF ] gives you tunable and programmable "'brick wall’’ DSP filters

MFJ}'s tunable super DSP filter automatic-
ally eliminates heterodynes, reduces noise and
interference simultaneously on SSB, AM, CW,
packet, AMTOR, PACTOR, RTTY, SSTV,
WeFAX, FAX, weak signal VHF, EME, satellite.

You get MF]'s tunable FIR linear phase
filters that minimize ringing, prevent data
errors and have "brick wall" filter response
with up to 57dB attenuation 75 Hz away.

Only MF] gives you 5 tunable DSP filters.
You can tune each lowpass, highpass, notch,
and bandpass filter including optimized SSB
and CW filters. You can vary the bandwidth to
pinpoint and eliminate interference.

Only MF] gives you 5 factory pre-set filters
and 10 programmable pre-set filters that you
can customize. Instantly remove QRM with a
turn of a switch!

MFJ's automatic notch filter searches for
and eliminates multiple heterodynes.

You also get MFJ's advanced adaptive noise
reduction. It silences background noise and
QRN so much that SSB signals sound like FM.

The automatic notch and adaptive noise
reduction can be used with all relevant tunable
pre-set filters.

Automatic gain control (AGC) keeps audio
level constant during signal fade.

Tunable bandpass filters

Narrow band signals like CW and RTTY jump
out of QRM when you switch in MFJ's exclusive
tunable FIR bandpass filters.

You can tune the center frequency from 300 to
3400 Hz, and vary the bandwidth from 30 Hz to
2100 Hz -- from super-tight CW filters to wide
razor-sharp Data filters.

You can use two tunable filters together. For
example, tune one to mark, one to space and set
bandwidth tight for a super sharp RTTY filter.

Tunable highpass/lowpass filters

You can tune the lower cutoff frequency 200 to

2200 Hz and the upper cutoff frequency 1400 to

60 dB

-

Wipe out noise and interference before 1t gets
into your receiver with a 60 dB null!

Eliminate all types of noise-- severe power
line noise from arcing transformers and
insulators, fluorescent lamps, light dimmers,
touch controlled lamps, computers, TV birdies,

Add DSP to any Multimode

Add "brick wall” DSP
filtering to any TNC or
multi-mode data controller.

Copy signals buried in

o <

noise and QRM.
MFJ-781 Under severe QRM,
$120°s DSP greatly improves copy

of Packet, AMTOR, PACTOR,
GTOR, Clover, RTTY, SSTV, WeFAX, FAX,
CW -- nearly any digital mode. Automatic gain
control, ON/OFF/Bypass switch. Plugs between
transceiver and multi-mode. Uses 10-16 VDC or
110 VAC with MFJ-1312B. $12.95. 4'/2x2'/2x5in.

MF] ... the

U.S. Patent D374,010
MFJ-784B

$249°
nEW!

3400 Hz. This lets you create custom filters for
Voice, Data and other modes.

Signals just 75 Hz away literally disappear --
they are reduced 57 dB!

Automatic notch filter

MFJ's automatic notch filter searches for and
eliminates multiple heterodynes in
milli-seconds. It's so fast, that even interfering
CW and RTTY signals can also be eliminated.

You can selectively remove unwanted tones
using the two manually tunable notch filters --an
MFJ exclusive. Knock out unwanted CW
stations while you're on CW.

Adaptive Noise Reduction

Noise reduction works in all filter modes and
on all random noise -- white noise, static,
impulse, ignition noise, power line noise, hiss.

The LMS algorithm gives you up to 20 dB of
noise reduction. Noise reduction is adjustable to
prevent signal distortion.

15 pre-set filters -- factory set
or you custom program

You can select from 15 pre-ser filters. Use
for SSB, AM, CW, packet, AMTOR, PACTOR,
RTTY, SSTV, WeFAX, FAX or any mode.

If you don't like our pre-set filters, you can
program your own -- an MFJ exclusive! Save
center frequency/bandwidth, lowpass/highpass
cutoffs, auto/manual notch, noise reduction -- all
filter settings -- in 10 programmable filters.

Plus more. ..

A push-button bypasses your filter -- lets you
hear the entire unfiltered signal.

2'/2 watt amplifier, volume control, input

- ————"

Null wipes out noise and

lightning crashes from distant thunderstorms.
electric drills, motors, industrial processes . . .

It's more effective than a noise blanker
because interference much stronger than your
desired signal can be completely removed
without affecting your signal.

It works on all modes -- SSB, AM, CW, FM
-- and frequencies from BCB to lower VHF.

You can null out strong QRM on top of weak
rare DX and then work him! You can null out a
strong local ham or AM broadcast station to
prevent your receiver from overloading.

Use the MFJ-1026 as an adjustable phasing

level control, speaker jack, PTT sense line, line
level output. 9%/2x2'/2x6 inches.

Plugs between your transceiver or receiver
and external speaker or headphones. Use 12
VDC or 110 VAC with MFJ-1315, $14.95.
Cable Pack, MFJ-5184, $7.95, includes receiv-
er cable, DC cable, 2 open-end TNC cables.

—

New Features )
MF]'s exclusive tunable Sporting Tone™ --
accurately tunes even the narrowest CW filter.

MFJ's exclusive Adaptive Tuning™ --
tuning rate automatically becomes finer as you
narrow bandwidth -- makes narrow filters
easy-to-use.

MFJ's exclusive FilterTalk™ -- sends
precise filter settings in Morse code.

Has automatic notch with variable aggress-
iveness, new quieter 2'/2 watt audio amplifier,
new speaker switch keeps phones always active.

Manual and automatic notch can be used
together. Noise reduction, automatic notch and
tunable manual notch can be used when a
custom filter you saved in memory is selected.

You get an accurate easy-to-use input level
indicator, improved manual notch in the CW
mode, adjustable line level output, more
Mark-Space frequencies and baud rates for data
filters and auto- matic bypass during transmit
for monitoring CW sidetone, voice or data by

(sensing the PTT line.

-

Firmware Upgrade
For MFIJ-784, order MF]J-55, $29.95. Gives
you most features of the MFJ-784B.

interference

at a push of a button.

Easy-to-use! Plugs between transmitting
antenna and transceiver. To null, adjust
amplitude and phase controls for minimum
S-meter reading or lowest noise. To peak, push
reverse button. Use built-in active antenna or an
external one. MFJ's exclusive Constant
Amplitude Phase Control™ makes nulling easy.

RF sense T/R switch automatically bypasses
your transceiver when you transmit. Adjustable
delay time. Uses 12 VDC or 110 VAC with
MFJ-1312B, $12.95. 6'/2x1'2x6"4 inches.

MFJ-1025, $139.95. Like MFIJ-1026 less

network. You can combine two antennas to give
you various directional patterns. You can nullout
a strong interfering signal or peak a weak signal

DSP for your MFJ-1278/B

built-in active
m antenna, use external
Free MFJ Catalog

antenna.
Nearest Dealer . . . 800-647-1800
MH MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC.
Prices and specifications subject to change. © /997 MFJ Inc.
Web Site: http://www.mfjenterprises.com

« 1 year uncondittonal warranty * 30 day Money Back
P.O. Box 494
« MAIN 601-323-5869 « FAX 601-323-6551 « TECH 601-323-3549
world leader in ham radio accessories!

Plug a MFJ-780 "brick wall" DSP filter into
your MFJ-1278/B multi-mode and you won't
believe your eyes when you see solid copy from
signals completely buried in QRM! MFJ-1278/B
automatically selects the correct DSP filter for
Packet, AMTOR, Pactor, RTTY, ASCII, FAX,
Color SSTV, Navtex or CW.

Plug in a MFJ-780 and copy signals that other
multi-modes can't. Some soldering needed.

guarantee (less s/h) on orders from MFJ ¢ Add s/h
Mississippi State, MS 39762
« Call 8-4:30 CST. Mon-Fri  + E-Mail: mtj @ mfjenterprises.com



Visalia DX convention

JOHN F.W. MINKE III, N6JM

he 1998 International DX

Convention returned to

Visalia this year. Sponsored
by the Southern California DX Club,
the annual event was held the first
three days in May. Old timers can
remember when this event was usu-
ally held in Fresno in January. This
affair continues to grow and the fa-
cilities at the Holiday Inn were
bursting at the seams with attend-
ees near the 600 figure.

At 7:30 in the evening, although
not shown in the program, was an
IOTA Dinner. Lew Jenkins, N6VV,
arranged this one to honor visiting
IOTA representatives from RSGB,
Martin Atherton, G3ZAY, and
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG. Lew said
it was his first anniversary in the
IOTA program as he started just last
year, headed off to Santa Catalina
Island (NA-066) and made some
4000 contacts in 50 countries. His
location was at Two Harbors for a
good shot into Europe.

Later in the summer Lew and a
few others headed north to activate
some Canadian islands. They
headed out to the Queen Charlotte
Islands (NA-051) to operate in the
IOTA Contest. They set the record
for North America with over one
million points. Following the contest
they headed to Green Island (NA-
118). Located in the Inside Passage
along the B.C. coast, this island is
hard to land on due to the swells.
This operation was well appreciated
as it was several years since the last
operation from that group.

Hiroo Yonezawa, JA2EZD, briefly
discussed his operation from
Vietnam where he operated as
3W5EWB on CW from Con Dao Is-
land (AS-130) last October. Also with
him was Yuki, JIGKVR, who oper-
ated SSB as 3W5KVR. Hiroo had
prepared a video for his presenta-
tion.

Tom Attwood, WEIXP, discussed
his trip to Kayak Island (NA-157)
where he operated in last summer’s
IOTA contest. He made 1,447 con-
tacts.

Martin, G3ZAY, discussed the
awards program and had some ex-
amples of the new certificates now
being used. Martin said that you
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could also have replacement certifi-
cates for the older forms for a fee.
At the conclusion of the program,
Lew, N6VV, was awarded by the
IOTA committee a plaque for his ef-
forts in his recent IOTA DXpeditions
and for organizing this meeting.
Dave Bell, W6AQ), the Master of
Ceremonies, welcomed early bird
DXers to the 49th annual gathering,
and immediately turned it over te
Fried Heyn, WA6WZO, the South-
west Division ARRL Director. He

Wolf Ostwald, DF2PY

welcomed Joel Harrison, W5ZN,
Second Vice President of the ARRL;
visiting directors, including Brad
Wyatt, KEWR, Pacific, NM7M, Mary
Lou Brown, Northwest; Lew Gor-
don, K4VX, Midwest; and John
Kanode, N4MM, Roanoke. Also Vice
Directors Art Goddard, W6XD, and
Jim Maxwell, W6CF, of the South-
west and Pacific, respectively. Jay
Holladay, W6EJJ, Honorary Vice
President, was also recognized.
Fried also introduced members of
our very important DX Advisory
Committee, including Wayne Mills,
N7NG, Chairman; Dick Moen,

CODPE QUICK

Make 13 wpm in 30 Days!
Hear All About I+

800 782-4869

38221 Desert Greens Dr. W., Palm Desert, CA 92260
http://www.cq2k.com

N7RO; and Vince Thompson, K5VT.
And members of the Contest Advi-
sory Committee: Ned Stearns, AATA
and Bob Wilson, N6TV.

Dave introduced members of the
panel that included: Jim Maxwell,
WG6CF, Bill Kennamer, K5FUV, our
newly promoted Membership Ser-
vices Manager at Headquarters,
Vince Thompson, K5VT, Wayne
Mills, N7NG, John Kanode, NAMM,
and Lew Gordon, K4VX.

The first question was concerning
the minimum size rule. Simply
stated if the island does not meet the
criteria, it just doesn’t exist, and will
not count in the separation rule de-
termination. In other words, if this
non-existing island were to lie be-
tween two other recognized islands,
it would be treated as not there.

Then there was Eritrea (E3). Pres-
ently, it is apparently impossible to
get a license to operate from there,
and even Carl and Martha Henson
cannot. They had been active from
that one in the past and gave many
a DXer a new one. There seems to
be new people in authority there
Nnow.

And, then there was the subject
regarding North Korea (P5). Bill
Kennamer, KSFUV, said that no one
will talk about this one as surely
some one would jam it.

Other comments included subjects
such as Chinese islands, with a re-
ply that there is no change; and
Hong Kong remains as is due to a
separate IARU operating society.

Someone also questioned 4U1WB,
where Bill, K5FUV, suggested pur-
chasing the latest copy of the DXCC
Country List, which includes the
rules for DXCC 2000.

The subject of expanding field
checking of QSL cards was brought
up. It was explained that new soft-
ware was being developed for this
where an import program from disc
would be used. This won’t include
the Internet and will not be avail-
able until 1999.

There seemed to be some confu-
sion on the minimum size rule.
Wayne, N7NG, says the required
minimum size is determined by a
connected distance of 100 meters.
Kingman Reefis only 75 meters, but
was grandfathered in from the
former list.

Bill, K5FUV, was asked about
Electronic QSLing. He said it would
be looked into, but it is unlikely. This
also includes logs that have been
sent in. However, if it takes longer




Recent DXpeditions for 5, Alex...

than five seconds for a search, it will
not be acceptable.

There was a question regarding a
minimum contact rule, such as for
IOTA that requires at least 50 con-
tacts and 5 DXCC countries for a
new IOTA island to qualify. This was
brought up as that last North Ko-
rean operation only netted 17 con-
tacts, with most of them with Japa-
nese DXers. There are some DXers
who felt that this was a selective
operation. It was not and there was
a big pileup. They just did not stop
operating after the few contacts; it
was the North Korean government
that shut them down. A vote was
taken from the floor regarding such
a minimum contact rule and it was
evident that DXers were not inter-
ested in such a rule.

It was mentioned that Southern
Sudan (STP) was the last deleted
country. Any future removals from
the list will be considered as if they
never existed. All new entities to the
list such as Temotu Islands (H40),
will be accepted only after 01 April
or 01 October each year as to allow
all to have a chance to get a card.
The DXAC should have a decision
on our three new ones by this Octo-
ber 1st. And, they will not be field
checkable for two years.

The Marquesas and Austral is-
lands meet the rules for new enti-
ties. These two entities were also
requested in the 1980s as they
qualified as a “point 1”7 country
(French Polynesia). The DXAC de-
cidec that French Polynesia did not
qualify. Although the DXAC had
erred they had made the decision in
good faith. Therefore, this addition
should not be retroactive. That
charge would have been in 1988
when the separation distance was

changed from 500 to 225 miles.
There were some DXers who sug-
gested that foreign DXers be ap-
pointed to the DXAC. The present
DXAC includes all Americans and
one Canadian. Fifty percent of the
membership in DXCC includes such
foreign DXers. It was explained that
the DXCC program is a net loss to
the ARRL and they are reluctant to
give such control to non-members or
out-of-country DXers. Jim, W6CF,
suggested non-voting members, but
this, too, was not accepted.
Following the DX Forum was a
slide show of the ZK1XXP DX-
pedition to the North Cook Islands
by Mike Mraz, N6MZ. The opera-
tion, sponsored by the Dateline DX
Association, took place on Penrhyn
Island during the period 20-27 Sep-
tember 1997 and was hosted by
ZK1WL, a resident of the island.
The team made some 15,299 con-
tacts from the island with 6,708 on
SSB and 8,101 on CW. A good por-
tion of the total contacts were with
the U.S., which amounted to 10,000.
Two of the team members, Dick
Watt, KIBAN, and Dick Moen,
N7RO, were at the convention.
During Saturday afternoon there
was a CW Pile-up Contest, where
the object was to pick out as many
calls as possible from a prepared
tape. This has been a popular event
in the past and many DXers partici-
pated. Also available during the af-
ternoon, was QSL checking for the
DXCC awards program. It was here
that many a DXer suddenly became
aware of the new fee structure, such
as the case where a gentleman had
only one card to be checked. That
cost him $15; $10 for the endorse-
ment, and $5 for the checking fee.
Frank Smith, AHOW/OH2LVG

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

presented “Midway to Kure, The
Saga Continues.” The adventure
was that of the Midway-Kure DX
Foundation and sailed from Midway
Island to operate K7K on Green Is-
land in the Kure Atoll. Activity from
Kure had been almost nil since the
LORAN station had been torn down
in 1992. The group had been invited
to go there as their behavior on Mid-
way Island had been good. Accom-
panying them were four Fish and
Wildlife people.

Sailing on the S.S. Midway to this
most remote island in the world
were the following: Andy Chesnokov,
UA3AB; Kimo Chun, KH7U; Mike
Goode, N9NS; Randy Martin,
K@EU; Burt Myers, WOMY (for-
merly WORLX); Erik Sjolund,
SM@AGD; Frank, AHOW/OH2LVG;
and Yuji Yoshitani, JASIG/KINT.
They made over 27,000 contacts
during their stay on Kure. He also
mentioned that 1,100 were made on
160 Meters.

The final DX presentation for the
afternoon was that of the Maldive
Islands DXpedition narrated by
Warren Hill, KTWX, of the Central
Arizona DX Association. Listed as
“8Q7AA DXing from the Indian
Ocean”, the DXpedition took place
in January of this year. Warren
spent much of the time explaining
why on the lower bands that certain
locations communication just was
not possible due to the polar oval
near both poles. Any signal path
would be absorbed while passing
through these belts. This applied to
40-160 Meters.

Saturday banquet

There was a large crowd at this
gathering, some 595 souls. Dave
Bell, W6AQ, introduced officers of
the three major clubs — the South-
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ern California DX Club, the North-
ern California DX Club, and the San
Diego DX Club. Visiting DXers were
asked to stand, showing that six
other countries were present.

During Friday evening there was
an event in which participating
DXers tried to identify DX operators
from the past. There were 30 indi-
vidual persons shown. Rusty Epps,
WG6OAT, was the winner, correctly
identifying 23.

Then the Southern and Northern
California DX clubs announced their
DXers of the Year. The Southern
CaliforniaClub chose Will Angenent,
K6NDYV, while the honor in the
northern club went to Gordon
Girton, W6NW, formerly W6NLG.

Dave then introduced us to a spe-
cial mystery guest speaker. The
mystery guest was hilarious, and
had us rolling in the aisles. At the
end of his talk, Dave introduced the
gentleman as Stew Gilliam, KI6M!

The guest presentation for the
evening was Neville Cheadle,
G3NUG, who talked about the re-
cent 9IM@PC DXpeditiontion to the
Spratly Islands. Neville said the
February 1998 DXpedition con-
sisted of 15 to 20 operators and
made some 65,542 contacts during
12 days of operation. This one was
the first DXpedition from the United
Kingdom in 20 years. They made
8,000 contacts the first day of opera-
tion. At times, during CW opera-
tions, they were clipping along at
300 contacts per hour. With a tar-
get 0of 40,000 contacts planned, they
did rather well.

Sunday morning buffet

Following the buffet, Dave Bell,
W6AQ, introduced the winners of
the CW Pile-up Contest that took
place Saturday afternoon. The win-
ner was none other than Fred Laun,
K3ZO, who correctly copied 60 out
of 90 calls. It was stated that 45 calls
were buried under other calls in the
mess. Second place went to Jim
McCook, W6YA, who correctly cop-
ied 57, and third place was Bob
Locher, WOKNI, with 55 calls. The
youngest person to take that test
was only 12 years old with the old-
est being 81.

Jim Neiger, N6TJ, mentioned that
he began coming to this annual
event in 1965 when he was only 25
years old and asked those that age
and under to stand. There were a
few young DXers present to stand.
Incidently, we know of one local
DXer who was initially too young to
attend the convention by himself
and had to be accompanied by his
father. That was Gary Stilwell,
KI6T. Gary was at this convention
and was accompanied by his son,
Glen, WR60, who is old enough to
go by himself!

Then it was time for DX Jeopardy,
an annual affair put on by the San
Diego DX Club. This was hosted by
John, K6AM. The three participants
this year were Bob Vallio, W6RGG,
Jay Holladay, W6EJJ, and Bob
Johnson, W9XY. These three were
the winners of the event held the
previous day. The event went along
well and by the time Final Jeopardy
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was reached Jay was in the lead
with Bob, W9XY, close behind. The
final question was what entity was
a DXpedition planned for 1999. Jay
was the only one to correctly answer
and was the winner. The DXpedition
is Campbell Island.

Frank Smith, AHOW, then intro-
duced Zorro Miyazawa, JH1AJT,
who had visited Laos many times
and was one of the operators of the
XW39 and XW3@A DXpedition.
Frank narrated a slide show of the
XW30/XW30JA operation, which
included seven operators. Zorro also
announced his intention to operate
from Bhutan (A51) and is looking for
two to three operators each from
Europe, Japan, and the United
States.

Wayne Mills, N7NG, one of the
operators of the recent H4QAA
DXpedition to the Temotu Islands,
discussed the DXpedition. Wayne
said they had a chartered Twin Ot-
ter, and they bumped food and mail,
plus the co-pilot, to make room for
the crew and equipment. Twelve to
13 operators took part, but with only
five on the island at any one time.

The final presentation was by Bob
Ferrero , W6RJ, who recently oper-
ated from both the Austral and
Marquesas islands with his son,
Rob, W6KR. Just four days prior
they had been operating as FOOFR.
Kan Mizoguchi, JA1BK, who signed
FO@MIZ, was also operating on the
islands with them. Bob mentioned
they did have some minor problems
such as the antenna falling down
after someone had loosened one of
the guy wires and a dog chewed
through the coax cable.

Wayne then presented Rich
Bongeorno, WUGT, with a certificate
for making the most contacts with
H4@AA. And, Bob did the same as
Rich worked them on each band and
mode. Some muttered DX hog. But,
this isn’t true as these were not du-
plicate contacts!

This concluded the 1998 Interna-
tional DX Convention. Next year it
will be hosted by the Northern Cali-
fornia DX Club at a location yet to
be determined. Ay

License renewal time?

When renewing your license, be
sure to include a photocopy of your
present license, and completed
Form 610 to: Federal Communica-
tions Commission,1270 Fairfield
Road, Gettysburg, VA 17325.
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A Dayton moment with
Carole Perry, WB2MGP

Carol Perry, WB2MGP

RICK MCCUSKER, KO6DJ

ne of the most exciting mo-

ments for me at Dayton was

the chance to interview one
of Amateur Radio’s heroes. Carole
Perry was in attendance to speak at
two forums this year. As she has
done for years, Carole hosts the
Youth forum, and is the speaker for
the forum for educators.

The focus of the Educators’ forum
was to come up with innovative
ways to reach young people, ignit-
ing an interest in Amateur Radio.
Several school teachers were
present in the audience, and Carole
had lots of good ideas on getting
them fired up about Ham radio.

After the forum, I had the chance
to ask Carole a few questions.

WR: You have had some great
success teaching Ham radio, you're
famous throughout the Ham radio
world as an educator. Where do you
see the future of Ham radio going,
as far as youth in Ham radio?

CP: Clearly I believe that Ham
radio belangs in every school in the
United States. It’'s a great motiva-
tional tool. It takes children who
have no skills, or reluctant learners,
and enables them to feel good in a
classroom situation. The gifted chil-
dren enjoy this as a challenging
hobby and a way to get a license. So
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I've incorporated it for everybody to
learn from. I see the future from a
classroom perspective, because that
is where the future of everything is.
And I see everybody being able to
benefit from this in'a classroom set-
ting. That is my goal — getting this
into as many different schools as I
can.

WR: How long have you been
teaching Amateur Radio in your
classes?

CP: For the last 20 years I have
been teaching 14 classes every term,
which equals about 1,000 children
a year coming through my program.

WR: Is Ham radio your exclusive
subject, or do you teach science and
other classes?

CP: Exclusivly, that’s it, the Ham
radio program in my school.

WR: Amazing!

CP: Every child that goes through
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that Intermediate school, that’s 6th,
7th and 8th graders will have one -
session in the Amateur Radio class.

WR: So it’s a required class?

CP: It’s a required class. That’s
because we incorporate all the other
school curriculum into that pro-
gram. | teach geography, language
arts, social studies skills, you name
it, I teach it. It’s on a need to know
basis. That’s the whole key. to the
program. They want to know, be-
cause it’s something they just en-
countered on the air.

WR: Do you actually get a station
on the air during class?

CP: Oh yes, absolutely. We have
made SAREX contacts from my
school, and we have a low band rig
as well as local Ham radio operators
who are very supportive of my pro-
gram. We have VHF and UHF
equipment, and the children expe-
rience all of it. Even ATV!

WR: Out of all your experiences
in 20 years of teaching, what is your
favorite experience?

CP: Wow, that’s a hard one, of
course, I have about 100 favorite
ones. [ love all the stuff with the as-
tronauts. Those are my favorites.
Speaking with them on the space
shuttle is very exciting, but more ex-
citing is when we get them at the
Johnson Space Center, they can be
more relaxed and casual. And one,
Jay Apt, N5QWF, one of the
astrohams, got on from the space
center and conducted a lesson for my
children over the radio. He had them
go to the board and design a space
suit. Then based on what they said
they would incorporate, he added on
what really goes into it, and so on.
You could hear a pin drop in that
classroom. It was a 90-minute un-
believable lesson. And that led us
from there into some of the other
things I do in the classroom.

WR: Other school districts have
problems finding Ham volunteers to
come into the classroom to demon-
strate Amateur Radio. Any sugges-
tions for educators who would like
to do that?

CP: WhatI have found is that it’s
very unusual to find a Ham or a club
that won’t want to come in and of-
fer a demonstration. If you're look-
ing for that kind of thing, to put on
a demonstration, contact your local
PTA, volunteer to be a speaker, and
put on a demo at the PTA meeting.
They are always looking for inter-
esting speakers to bring the folks
out to the meeting at night. Volun-




teer to go in and show them what
Ham radio can offer to the school.
You are bound to tickle someone’s
fancy, there will be a teacher, a prin-
cipal or a parent who will want to
have their children exposed to this.
And don’t go into the technical joys
of Ham radio, they want to hear that
their child may be able to talk to an
astronaut in space using Ham ra-
dio. So go in there with your best
foot forward, and make a good im-
pression.

WR: In your opinion, what is the
best thing to happen to Ham radio
in the last 20 years?

CP: From my point of view,
SAREX. Clearly the ability for
young people, everyday average stu-
dents to be able to get on a micro-

phone and speak with someone that
has been in space is unbelievable.

WR: Any words for the young
Hams just starting out?

CP: Have fun! Incorporate this
into your daily routine, and get more
friends into it. The more friends you
have involved, the more friends that
you have brought into it, the more
fun you will have with it. It’s a fun
thing to do. It’s a survival device, it’s
something you can have for safety
reasons in today’s world. Communi-
cations are always an advantage to
have in your possession. Be the one
that the other kids want to talk to
to find out more information. You
will be more popular with your
group, and you will really have some
fun. ,

What Amateur
Radio means to me

4th place winner in our recent contest

JOSEPH A. VALASEK,
K3MRT

mateur Radio is a journey

where I meet wonderful

.people. In high school, my
friend, K3GCT, wins the General
race by overnight New Year’s Day
bus to Buffalo. K3ENF, SK, allows
one short cigarette to time my Nov-
ice test. W3LDS, Uncle Tony, “shel-
lac it and make a light out of it” ap-
praisals of home brew work, slow
scan, and Dayton trips. W3SFA —
CW, Novice Classes and Elaine’s
“chocolate” times at the farm.
WB3KDY’s body cast, the “great
fish,” and family, KB3XTs blueber-
ries, antennas, and Carmella’s cook-
ies. The Callbook late at night
searching local calls and missing
some. K3FOW’s picnic, the twins,
(his, not Kenwood’s), Field Day, and
the wedding. Hummell family and
grandfather’s sticky buns for my
father after surgery. The Drexlers’
visits and the Hamvention bus. SK
WB3FNT and Pauline’s homemade
ice cream and toppings. Harry
Crum, SK, boat races and RACES.
KA3JNW, SR, whose daughter, now
at Duquesne University called me
“Morris Code.” W3YEY and Leah,
who always make you welcome on

Allegheny shores. Larry, KB30OG,
the standard for net controls. All the
men and women of the Fort
Armstrong Wireless Association and
the folks I'll forget as I write. Paul
Quartz, SK, KB3VD, a kind neigh-
bor. KN3ZAN, the strongest signal
received (He was in the driveway).
My XYL, Josie, who guided wires,
dirt, radials, and people through the
house and then wows us by becom-
ing W3REN. The journey continues
on the air or anywhere. People who
better my life with happy and sad
times. As I tune across life’s band, a
mix of faces, names, calls, and
memories trace the dial, an unend-
ing wave of friendships; strong and
weak; lost and found; and some gone
forever in the ether. And I hope,
when the Lord hears my call in that
final DX pile-up, I'll be among the
deserving. Iy
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The Worldradio Club

A good number of years ago (8,
10, 12??), I celebrated my upgrade
to General Class by attending a
local Amateur Radio Swapfest and
wrapped up the experience with a
bonus...my name had been drawn
to receive a complimentary one-
year subscription to Worldradio
magazine,.

I came to appreciate the diverse
interests represented by the
columns and features in your
magazine, and especially enjoyed
the emphasis on PEOPLE. That
one year of exposure prompted me
to renew, and I’ve been a sub-
scriber ever since.

I'm now the president of the club
that handed me that complimen-
tary subscription. When your
recent mailing arrived and offered
the “package” of fringe benifits to
clubs for $65, it was easy to
recommend it to the membership.

The Central Wisconsin Radio
Amateurs, Limited at UWSP is
now part of the Worldradio
family, and I’'m looking forward to
seeing the happiness that those
subscription prizes will bring at
this year’s swapfest. I'd like to
thank you for what amounts to a
delightful “win-win” marketing
idea, and I'd especially like to
thank you for your unselfish
distribution of subscription prizes
for these many years. I have
personally benefited from your
generosity, and I'd like to think
that the hobby has benefited as
well.

Mike PAGEL, K9UW

Amherst, Wisconsin

(Ed; The Central Wisconsin
Radio Amateurs is now one of our
participating clubs. They will be
listed on the “Visit Your Local
Radio Club” pages, and are eli-
gible for the monthly club drawing
for an MFJ analyzer. Your club can
be a part of the Worldradio
family. All it takes is a phone call,
letter or email to us, and we will
send you an outstanding offer for
your members! You can also see the
Worldradio club information on
the Internet at www.wrbwr.com on
the club page.)
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Where are all the
CW ops?

A little while ago, someone
making the argument for reten-
tion of the CW requirement said
“listen around the CW segments of
our bands.” The writer went on to
assure us that we'd be amazed at
all the activity there. Well, I took
him up on it.

I didn’t make any attempt to
minimize (or maximize) my
chances of hearing QSOs. My rig
happened to be tuned to 3.933, so I
just tuned down into the CW
segment of that band. Listening
up from 3.500 to 3.750, I found
three QSOs under way. By com-
parison, [ heard 25 QSOs on phone
from 3.750 to 4.000. Well, the
writer was right — I was sur-
prised. I'd expected more CW
activity.

Wondering if this was a fluke, I
tuned to 30M. Not one QSO was
heard there. Zero. Zilch — on the
band that’s supposed to be all FOR
CW! The disparity in numbers of
ongoing activity was greater on 20
and 17 Meters than on 75/80.

A week later, I tried it again.
Same bands, different time of day.
Results were almost identical.

Yesterday, after reading my
latest issue of Worldradio, I tried
it again. The time of day was
different from the previous two.
Again, no CW activity on 30M, and
very little on the other bands. I
didn’t try the bands I haven't
mentioned.

So where are all the CW ops? I
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know they come out of the wood-
work for the major contests and
when there’s a popular Special-
Events station operating. The
presence of larger numbers of
operators at such times does not,
however, militate in favor of the
argument that CW “will always
get through.” The whole point of
operating CW in the tests is to
collect points, and to do so, you
gotta go to quite a bit of effort to
give points as well. The number of
contacts made during a contest
does not mean CW should be
mandatory.

An attempt was made in May’s
issue of Worldradio to justify
mandating CW by pointing to the
use of CW in a case of a vessel in
distress on the high seas. The
attempt fails, however. The surviv-
ing family members of any seaman
who might have perished in that
incident would have immediately
sued the shipping company for
negligence, for not making sure
they had modern voice and data
communications capability on
board. And they’d have won.

My problem isn’t with CW or
CW ops. I do use the mode, though
infrequently. What distresses me
is the proliferation of folks whose
opinions are molded in concrete;
whose attitude is “my way or the
highway.”

May I ask the following: if CW
ability must be proven in order to
earn a ticket, why don’t we also
demand that proficiency be dem-
onstrated in operating other
modes besides SSB and CW? Do
we insist that a would-be op
demonstrate the ability to make a
satellite contact? To operate
RTTY? Do we mandate testing in
traffic-handling ability before
awarding a license? No, we don't.

If, as is often repeated, we're
stuck with mandatory CW testing
because of treaties we’ve signed
with other nations, it seems
reasonable that all one should
have to do is prove the ability to
copy and decipher the code. Five
wpm is quite enough to do that.
So, let that be the requirement.
Drop the 13- and 20wpm require-
ments.

The one thing, outside deliberate
interference and on-air vulgarity,
that turns more new or would-be
ops off is for some self-righteous
jerk to answer a tentative, 5wpm

(Continued on page 69)




SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
Friday:
110 6 pm: Seminars on RF
Safety and AMSAT
3 pm: Registration opens
5 pm: Earlybird Drawing
5 pm to 8 pm: Exhibits open

Saturday:
7 am to noon: Flea Market open
9 am to 4 pm: Exhibits open
9 amto 4 pm: Forums and
Technical Sessions
9 amto 11 am: Ladies’ programs
9 amto 4 pm: Comm Vans open
9 amto 12 noon: VE Exams
9 am to 4 pm: Ham Station on air
11 amto 12 noon: Ladies Lunch
Woman Gold Medalist speaks
1 pm to 4 pm: VE Exams
4 pmto 5 PM: ARRL FORUM
6 pm to 7 pm: Social Hour
7 pmto 10 pm: Banquet= talk on
International Space Station
6 pmto 12 am: Hospitality Rooms
open for your enjoyment

12: am: Wouff Hong

Sunday:

8 am: DX Breakfast, Terry
Dubson, K6JL - speaking on
Papua New Guinea

9 am to 12 pm: Exhibits Open

9 am to 12 pm: Forums and
Technical Sessions

12 Noon: Closing Ceremonies

2 pm: T-Hunt starts

(Program details to be found on

1998 ARRL SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION CONVENTION, August 14-16, 1998
Town & Country Convention Center in San Diego

500 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, CA 92128
Sponsored by SANDARC. Inc. (San Diego County Amateur Radio Council)
Special Hotel Rates for ARRL Convention call 800-77-ATLAS
No parking fee in Hotel parking lot

= WEB SITE: hitp://www.geocilies.com/silicenvaliey/lakes/8400/

How Many? Cost  Amouni
Pre-registration (May 5 lo Aug. 1, “98) 1
L0GO pins while they last & Special drawing
Registration at Door (Aug. 110 show) $15
Saturday Ladies Luncheon $22
Saturday Nigh! Bangue! (Prime Rib) $35
Sunday Morning DX Breakfast $0
Extra PANDA Logo Pin $5
Tolal $
Badge Information (Print or Type)
Name Call
Name Call
Name Call
Address
City State Lip

Make checks payable fo: SANDARC, Inc.
Free admission to youngsters, 16 years & younger accompanied by an adult
Mail this form and check lo: 1998 ARRL Convention
Bob Boehme, W6RHV, Registration Chairman
10340 Everell Place, Santee, CA 92071
(E-mail: rboehme@4dcomm.com)
For more information, cal Sybil Allbright, W66IC, af (619) 278-4284

Friday Seminars: There will be two ARRL Seminars on Friday, Aug. 14.
The first will be on the fopic of RF Safety and You.
The second will be on Amateur Sateliites. Both will be from 1-6 pm.
There will be a charge of $20 for ARRL members and $25 for non-members.
Register with ARRL Headauarters or af the door. Space limited.
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—SPECIAL EVENTS ———

MT. WASHINGTON

DXPEDITION

The Whitman ARC "WAINPO" will
be operating a special event from the
"Tip Top House" at the summit of Mt.
Washington, New Hampshire on 13
June 1998 at 0900-1500 EST.

Fregs: 3.970, 7.270, 14.270, 18.140,
21.370,24.970, 28.370

Please call WAINPO 13 June 1998.

For certificate send QSL to: WARC,
P.O. Box 48, Whitman, MA

KINCARDINE’S 150™

The Kincardine DX Group special
event station XK3K to celebrate the
150th anniversary of the town of
Kincardine. Call sign will be used 26
July 1998 0000Z-08 August 1998
2359Z. Operations will be on all bands
80-10 Meters SSB and CW. Please
send SASE for QSL to VE3SEFX, Bill
Hardie, 755 Johnston Crescent,
Kincardine, Ontario, N2Z 1S5,
CANADA.

SMALL TOWN SALUTE

The Stu Rockafellow ARS of Ply-
mouth, Michigan, Special Events Sta-
tion for their 2nd annual “Salute to
America’s Small Towns” 04 July. Call
sign will be W8NJH and SSB target
frequencies will be 7.270 MHz and
14.270 MHz. Hours will be 1200Z to
2000Z, 04 July 1998.

For certificate, please QSL with 9" x
12" SASE to: Dave Langston, KBSRAP,
1000 Town Center, Suite 1200,
Southfield, MI 48075.

SS LANE VICTORY

The S.S. Lane Victory ARC will
conduct special operations 11-12
dJuly, 15-16 August, and 12-13 Sep-
tember, in support of the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Veterans of WWII,
honoring the Merchant Marine vet-
erans who lost their lives defending
our country on Victory Ships. Ser-
vices will be conducted daily from the
ship while at sea.

Call is W6LV operating on 10, 15,
20 and 40, in the general portion of
the band, and on VHF. Certificates

P. R. Crystals

Petersen Radio Co., inc.

2735 Ave. A !

Council Bluffs, 1A 51501
(712) 323-7539
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to verify contacts. Stations wishing
a certificate must send a 9"x12"
SASE with 55 cents postage, along
with their QSL card showing their
contact number to: S.S. Lane Victory
ARC-W6LV, Attn: QSL Manager, P.O.
Box 629, San Pedro, CA 90733-0629.

HERITAGE DAY

DELTAVILLE, VA: Middlesex
Amateur Radio Group (M.A.R.G.)
will operate Station KB4NGO, from
1300-1900 on Saturday, 04 July
1998, commemorating annual
Deltaville Heritage Day Celebration.
Lower General (80M, 10M phone and
CW). For a certificate, send a 9"x12"
SASE to: Fay Smith, P.O. Box 88,
Hardyville, VA 23070.

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT

The Fox Cities ARC (Appleton, WI)
WO9ZL Special Event station from the
EAA (Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion). Fly-In and Convention (EAA
AirVenture '98) at Wittman Regional
Airport in OshKosh, WI.

SSB-HF operation will begin on

Shortwave Receivers

Past & Present

Communications Receivers 1942-1997

| RECEIVERS

§ PAST & PRESENT "

*Includes 98
U.S. and Intl.
manufacturers

*%24.95 (+%2 ship)

This huge 472 page Third Edition includes
over 770 shortwave and amateur
communications receivers made from 1942
to 1997. Hers is everything you need to
know as a radio collector or informed
receiver buyer. Entry information includes:
receiver type, date sold, photograph, size &
weight, features, reviews, specifications,
new & used values, variants, value rating
and availability. Ninety eight worldwide
manufacturers are represented. 840 Photos.
Become an instant receiver expert!

Universal Radio
6830 Americana Pkwy.
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
¢ Orders: 800 431-3939
®Info: 614 866-4267
SFAX: 614 866-2339

SHORTWAVE

unjversal \
radio/inc.

Friday 31 July-Sunday, 02 August.
General portions of phone bands.
RTTY operation wil be mostly on 7085
and 14085. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. daily.

A special 8"x10" certificate is offered
for contacts with proper QSLs.

QSL to Wayne Pennings, WD9FLJ,
913 N. Mason, Appleton, W1 54914.

LITTLE HOUSE

DeSmet, SD, Lake Area Radio
Klub, Watertown, SD, Huron ARC,
Huron, SD, Radio Research Club,
Brookings, SD, Deuel County ARC,
Clear Lake, SD, Special Event sta-
tion KBOTAH, 1700Z 04 July-2200Z
05 July, from “The Little House on the
Prairie (Laura Ingalls Wilder Pag-
eant),” on or near 3.870, 7.250, 14.250,
21.350,28.415, and 50.135. Certificate:
SASE to LARK, Box 642, Watertown,
SD 57201-0642.

FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME

The Canton ARC will operate
WS8AL 1300 24 July-2400 26 July to
celebrate the annual Pro-Football
Hall of Fame Festival.

Freqs: 7.265, 14.265, 21.365, 28.430

For certificate, send 9"x12" SASE
to: Donald E.Perry, WQ8J, 968
Culverne Ave., NW Massillon, OH
446417,

WISCONSIN’S 150™

Amateur Radio operators of Wis-
consin in conjunction with Wis-
consin’s Sesquicentennial Celebra-
tion and the 27th annual Sawdust
Days Festival will be on the air from
1700-0200Z General band portions of
10, 15, 20, and 40 Meters, SSB and
CW. Call WOW. Send a 9"x12" SASE
for the certificate to Mark Miller,
NIWT, 336 W. 8th Ave., Oshkosh, WI
54901-5928.

129TH RESCUE WING

Palo Alto Amateur Radio Associa-
tion W60TX will host a Special Event
station 12 July 1998, 1800-2200Z, to
honor the 129th Rescue Wing of the
Air National Guard, Moffett Field Fed-
eral Air Station, Mountain View, CA
Operation will be on the General Class
SSB segments of 40, 20, 15 and 1(
Meters as well as VHF/UHF. For cer-
tificate, send SASE to PAARA, P.O
Box 911, Menlo Park, CA 94026.

Send your pictures 4,
& story to us at
Worldradio

2120 28th St.
Sacramento, CA 95818




Station

Appearance

Albert T. Lenny
e N7SWU

Send Worldradio a
) picture of your shack and the
staff will choose a winner to
receive a free one-year
subscription to Worldradio!
Stations will be judged by
neatness (wires tucked away,
etc.) and accessibility of
equipment. Monetary value
of equipment is not a
consideration.

y older brother used to
build one- and two- tube
receivers, and we used to

see how much “DX” we could hear
on the broadcast band. He helped
me learn code when I was about 10
years old (1931) and built an audio
oscillator using a 201-A. We strung
a pair cf wires between our upstairs
bedrooms and used to exchange
messages. | started out experiment-
ing with crystal sets. My senior year
in higk school, I was bitten by the
Ham radio bug. I studied for the
exam znd built my first rig, which
was a 6L6 xtal oscillator. Got my
ticket in early 1940 and went on 40
Meters (W7IBC) using a modified
National SW-3 receiver. I left Ham
Radio in 1961 and returned to it in
1991 and was assigned N7TSWU.
Present QTH has rules against
antenr.as so had to string up my di-
pole under eaves of house which
puts it only 7 ft. off ground. I am not
exactly “burning” up the airwaves,
but manage to work out once in a
while. I have amassed 16 countries
and 24 states in limited hours of
operation, mostly 20 CW but like 10
and 15 SSB when propagation con-
ditions are favorable. I am a mem-
ber of ARRL, OCWA, and OOTC.
My equipment is: Bottom row left
to right, Kenwood R-1000 SWL re-
ceiver, Audio patch panel, Kenwood
TS-140 transceiver, second row: Re-
alistic PRO-2 PSB receiver, speaker,
Sony TR-8460 aircraft band re-
ceiver, 3rd row blank, speaker,
Astron RS20A power supply for
TS-140, Top row: Realistic
PRO-2030 Scanner, Realistic 12-volt
auxiliary power supply, MFJ 24-hr
digital clock for UTC, MFJ 941-E
antenna tuner for TS-140. &

—Amateur "Hi" —

SWY | _

Ever had a funny or strange experience with Amateur Radio, either on or off the air?
If s0, type it up (or print neatly) and send it to us for consideration in our monthly
AMATEUR "HI" contest. You could win a free year's subscription ta Worldradio!

Technical
Difficulties

BERNIE PEAKE, N4CR

y interest in radio began in
the late 1920s when my
brother Ken and I built a
crystal set we had seen in Popular
Radio Magazine. Thanks to my
neighbor, we had instant success.
After I graduated from high
school, I began working at a news-
paper and one of my duties was to
supply the new local radio station,
WKBN, with news bulletins that the
newspaper felt were superfluous to
their daily edition. WKBN was a
wonderful station built by two local
Hams.
There were nice accommodations

The “AMP” Store
Division of “Omega Electronics”
P.0. Box 579. Knightdale, NC 27545

AMERITRON
Amplifiers In Stock
Pre-Owned “Tested” Amplifiers
Call, Fax or e-mail for “Special Price”
1(888) 798-7373, Fax (919) 250-0073
e-mail omega@worldnet.att.net

www.omega-electronics.com

for WKBN, located several floors up
in the local YMCA building in down-
town Youngstown, Ohio. A conve-
nient air shaft in the building pro-
vided room for the open-wire feed-
ers which were attached to the an-
tenna, a centerfed dipole which was
strung between two high buildings.
At 570 kHz, it was about 821 feet
long.

(In the floors above the station
were nice rooms rented by the
YMCA to guests. One guest had pur-
chased a radio and stopped at the
radio shop nearby for a long coil of
antenna wire. He let the wire dangle
down the air shaft, but it refused to
uncoil. So he took a glass milk bottle
full of water, tied it to the end of the
wire and let it hang down the shaft.

All went well until we had a hard
freeze one winter night. The water
in the bottle froze, bursting the
bottle, causing the antenna wire to
fly up the shaft and coil itself around
the WKBN antenna feeders. When
Carl, W8PH, the engineer fired up
the transmitter...POW! The guest’s
new radio was completely inciner-
ated. This program was interrupted
due to technical difficulties...... &

Insurance
Amateur Radios and Computers
HAMSURE
E-mail: hamsure@ameritech.net
Web www.ameritech. net/users/hamsure/hamsure.html
7901 Laguna Lane * Orland Park, IL 60462

(800) 988-7702

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com
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100 Nations Award

In an effort to encourage personal
communications among peoples
around the world via Amateur Radio,
Worldradio offers the Worked 100
Nations Award to those confirming
two-way amateur communications
with permanent stations in 100 dis-
tinct countries having a permanent,
native population.

The purpose of the Worldradio
Worked 100 Nations Award is to dem-
onstrate the unique opportunity
Amateur Radio offers for communi-
cations between international bor-
ders to further worldwide under-
standing.

The W-100-N is not a radio sport
award as such, but a token of achieve-
ment in communication. At the same
time, it offers all Amateur Radio en-
thusiasts several features not found

LEARN MORSE CODE
the fastest way possible as over
20,000 others have since 1987.
Morse Tutor Gold is fun and it can
M\ use your Sound Blaster compatible
sound card (not required).

FEATURES
* Structured lessons * Text import * Character,
word, conversation drills * create character
drills * Farnsworth and Standard modes * Exam
drills includes all characters * Adjustable tone
frequency, volume (with sound card), and code
speed ( 0.1 to 100 WPM) * Keyboard entry *

For all DOS computers. At dealers, the ARRL, or send
$20.95 + $4 S&H (CA residents add 7.75% tax) to- GGTE,
P.O. Box 3405, Dept. MW, Newport Beach, CA 92659
(Specify 5% or 3% inch disk)

Visit us at http://fhome.earthlink net/~ggte/

G.G.T.E.
Sound Blaster, the Sound Blaster Logo and the Sound
Blaster Compatibility Logo are trademarks of Creative
Technology Ltd

in other awards.

1. W-100-N virtually eliminates the
need to work geographic areas heard
only during DXpeditions. Almost all
national entities have amateur sta-
tions consistently on the air.

2. W-100-N, then, will be of peren-
nial interest. The advantage to those
stations having worked a national
entity long absent from the air will
be minimal.

3. W-100-N is difficult to achieve,
yet is within reach of all moderately
well-equipped stations whose opera-
tors utilize good communication
skills.

Rules

1. The Worked 100 Nations Award
is available to any licensed Amateur
Radio operator who can prove confir-
mation of two-way communications
with government-authorized Ama-
teur Radio stations in at least 100 dif-
ferent nations of the world.

2. No contacts with stations using
reciprocal calls will count toward this
award, such as N6JM/UL7Y.

3. All contacts must be with land-
based stations. Contacts with ships,
at anchor or otherwise, and aircraft
cannot be considered.

4. All contacts shall be made from
the same country.

5. Only contacts made on or after
01 January 1978 will count.

6. The application shall include the
following:

a. Letter requesting W-100-N.

b. List of contacts in alphabetical
order by prefix showing nation, sta-
tion call, date, band and mode.

c. Asigned statement by two other
licensed radio amateurs, General
class or above that they have in-
spected the required QSL cards.

d. A fee of $5 to cover the cost of
the award.

7. All applications and requests
shall be addressed to:

W-100-N Award Manager

Worldradio

2120 28th Street

Sacramento, CA 95818

8. There are no special endorse-
ments to this award; however, en-
dorsements may be made if the
achievement bears such recognition.
All modes and bands may be used.

Upon approval of an application for
W-100-N, a certificate will be issued
and the issuance of the award will
be noted in a future issue of
Worldradio. 2

AMATEUR TELEVISION

Web site: www.hamtv.com

Wired and tested boards

Low Cost Start

Made in USA

Model TVC-4G

B start at $48 for those that want 1o
package their own downconverter.

SEE THE SPACE SHUTTLE VIDEO

With just our downconverter, antenna and TV set!
Many ATV repeaters and individuals are re-transmitting
Space Shuttle Video & Audio from their TVRO's tuned to
GE-2 (85W) transponder 9 vertical. Others may be re-
transmitting weather radar during significant storms or home
camcorder video. If it is being done in your area on 420
MHz - check page 607 in the 98-99 ARRL Repeater Directory
or call us, ATV repeaters are springing up all over - all you
need is the TVC-4G ATV 420-450 MHz downconverter, TV
settoch 2, 3 or 4, and 70cm antenna (you can use your 435
Oscar beam). We also have equipment for the 902-928 &
1240-1300 MHz bands. In fact we are your one stop for all
your ATV info and equipment needs - antennas, all mode
linear amps, transmitters, repeater modules, etc., for home,
mobile, RACES, R/C, balloon and rocket ATV applications.

Hams, call for our complete 10 page ATV catalogue!

ATV Downconverter
tunes 420-450 MHz to ch 3
Only $89
TVC-9G 900 MHz $99
TVC-12G 1200 MHz $109

Companion TX70-1b
1.5Watt ATV
TRANSMITTER
only $299
or 10 Watt TX70-10
only $439
Full color & sound
Plug in your camcorder,
antenna & reg. 13.8 Vdc
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CALL (626) 447-4565 m-Th 8AM - 5:30 PM PST.
P. C. ELECTRONICS

2522 S. PAXSON Lane ARCADIA CA 91007

mmssm Email: tomsmb@aol.com (
(626) 447-0489 24hr FAX !

Tom (W6ORG) & Mary Ann (WB6YSS)



WORLD

John F.W. Minke IlI, N6JM
P.0. Box 310 Carmichael, CA 95609-0310
« E-mail: n6jm@pacbell.nete

Rotuma (3D2)

he group from the OK DX
Foundation did manage to
get to Rotuma and operated
for one week beginning 04 April. The

address for this organization is
shown under QSL information.

Bouvet Island (3Y)

The December DXpedition to
Bouvet Island has been further de-
layed and is now planned for the
1998-99 Austral Summer. Tony
DePrato, WA4JQS, says because of
environmental concerns they had no
choice but to postpone the operation.

Madagascar (5R)

John Hallenberg, SM@DJZ, in-
forms the DX community that Ake,
SM7CIP, has been active from
Madagascar since February signing
5R8FU. Ake has held previous calls
of YA1AR and T5AR and Austrial
expects to be in the country for a
long time.

John is his QSL manager and also
has logs for the other two mentioned
calls.

St. Paul Island (CY9)

Mike Smith, VE9AA, is planning
another DXpedition to St. Paul Is-
land this summer 25 June-15 July.
Mike is looking for serious operators
who are willing to pay their own ex-
penses, $500 to $700 per person.
Interested parties should contact
Mike via e-mail: ve9aa@hotmail.
com or ve9aa@nbnet.nb.ca. They

King Juan
Carlos of Spain,
EAQJC, is
shown here
operating his
radio. This is
the fascinating
thing about our
e wonderful

e hobby. Here we
even have roy-

. alty on the

&8 bands. (Photo

== courtesy of

et DJIZB).

will use the same call as the last
DXpedition, CYSAA.

New DXCC entities

With the new DXCC rules that
took effect 01 April 1998, particu-
larly the clause defining open wa-
ter separation, there should be some
“new ones” that will surface. The
former separation was 225 miles
with the new separation at 350 ki-
lometers. A direct conversion would
be 360 kilometers, but the sensible
approach would be to round off to
350.

There are true-blue DXers out
there that were just waiting for this
change. The first of these was the
H49AA DXpedition to the Temotu
Islands (shown on most maps as the
Santa Cruz Islands). A multi-na-
tional group arrived on Nendo Is-
land (OC-100) several days in ad-
vance and even operated in the CQ
Worldwide WPX contest as H44RY.
However, contacts with H44RY
count only as the Solomons, as it
was before the 01 April date. Come
that new start date, they were off
and running.

According to The Daily DX, Dick

oR0L0G -

The renowned logging program and QSL Route database
for DOS & Windows™ Supports 36 logbooks with award
tracking for DXCC, WAC. WAS, WAZ WPX, I0TA,
Counties and 16 user selectable awards All major CD-ROM
calibook databases supported, PacketCluster™ aierts you
to new ones Logbooks can be indexed and displayed by
most log entry fields QSL label response formats include
single and muiti-QSO plus SWL  Mulu-label laser sheets
supported A comprehensive QSL route database with over
60000 routes is avallable as either an integral or stand-
alone product. QSL stand-alone. $23 Logger $49, Both
$64, Intn’l add $3. QSL database update subscription (6
issues) $36, Intn'l $48. RS-232 interface for all model rigs
no ext. power required $47.95 VISA, MC, AMEX accepted

LOGGING
PROGRAM

DATAMATRIX
5560 Jackson Loop NE Rio Rancho, NM 87124
Info Line (505) 992-5669 Orders Only 1-(800)-373-6564
E-MAIL prolog@f66.com Web' http /iwww qth com/prolog

Sander, K5QY, was the first one to
work the H4DAA when they came
on as scheduled, 2359 UTC, 31
March 1998 on 21.295 MHz. Martti
Laine, OH2BH, was the operator,
who began with “CQ this is Temotu
Islands H4GAA listening between
21.300 and 21.330 MHz.” Dick
picked right in the middle at 21.315
MHz!

Also operating from the Temotu
Islands signing with H40AB was
Jim Smith, VKINS. Jim was oper-
ating from Pigeon Island (OC-065).
During the afternoon of 01 May,
California local time, H4@AA had a
good signal on 15 Meters CW. I tried,
but myriad stations were calling and
I didn’t stand a chance. However,
Jim was spotted higher in the band
and there was very little competi-
tion at the time. Most likely this was
due to the fact that many in the DX
community were unaware that Jim
was there and all concentrated on
working the previously announced
H4ODAA operation.

By Monday, 06 April the H4OAA
group were up to the 35,000 contact
mark and added a fourth complete
station, all running around the
clock. With the Temotu Islands as a
potentially new DXCC entity they
wanted to make sure everyone had
at least one contact, so they had two
stations on 15 Meters SSB simulta-
neously. The two locations were a
mile apart to eliminate interference.

On 10 April I arose rather early

THE QSL MAN
Quality AND Value

Get the most for your QSL $$$$
You CAN have gooc quality with
fast service at a reasonable price.

ayne Carroll

Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117
Emall: Wadmpy@PBTComm.net
URL: http://www.mindspring.com/~w4mpy/

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com
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(5 a.m.-1200 UTC) to look for
H4@AA on 40 Meters. There they
were on 7.004 MHz. Operating si-
multaneously on SSB they were up
on 7.065 MHz, listening between
7.181 and 7.190 MHz.

The H4@DAA operation closed
down on 12 April 1998, at 1800 UTC,
with more than 65,000 contacts. A
few hours later they were on the way
back to Honiara via chartered plane.
There were no more than five opera-
tors on the island during any given
period of time due to limited facili-
ties.

Jim Smith, signing with H40AB
remained on Pigeon Island until
about 14 April and made some
15,878 contacts.

Now if the two DXpeditions to the
Temotu Islands were not enough,
there was a petition filed for adding
the Marquesas and Austral Islands
as two additional entities. Can you
imagine the fury of all these DXers
who are on top of the Honor Roll?

Kan Mizoguchi, JA1BK, signed
with FOOMIZ from the Marquesas
Islands (OC-027) briefly for a period
lasting 56 hours and made 2,801
contacts the early part of April. He

DIGITAL
FREQUENCY DISPLAY

- For Classic Transceivers
- ATLAS, KENWOOD, DRAKE, HEATH
- COLLINS, YAESU, SWAN, TEN-TEC

Now you can add digital readout to your older
transceiver to get a frequency display more accurate
than many of the newer rigs. The dual oscillator
system gives 100 Hz accuracy. Six digit LED readout
has big .4" digits. Covers complete range 1.5 to
40 MHz

Model PD-700 $199.95 + $6 shipping/handling US
& Canada. Specify transceiver model. For 12V DC
Model PS-90 AC adapter $10. California residents

add sales tax
S =
Send for FREE log showing our plete line:

Digital Readout, Noise Bridge, Baluns, SWR Meters
and more.

PALOMAR
ENGINEERS

Box 462222 « Escondido, CA 92046
(760) 747-3343 * FAX: (760) 747-3346
e-mail: Palomar@compuserve.com
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later signed with the same call from
the Austral Islands for four days.
During his stay on that island Kan
made 3,523 contacts with his first
contact at 0314 UTC, 14 April with
K6UT.

Next, Bob Ferrero, W6RJ, of HRO
fame, and son Rob, W6KR, arrived
on 13 April at Rurutu Island (OC-
050), which is included in the Aus-
tral Islands. There they handed out
contacts, signing FOQFI, with over
22,000 contacts logged. Kan was
also on this island and they often in-
terfered with one another until one
of the three stations moved to an-
other location one mile away.

Then Bob and his son went over
to the Marquesas Islands after com-
pleting their FO@FI operation at
around 1800 UTC 20 April, where
they operated as FOOFR with their
first contact 21 April, and continued
until 28 April. Bob and Rob were re-
ported to have made around 24,700
contacts from this one.

Kan left the Australs 18 April,
where his last contact was at 2350
UTC on 17 April, and operated from
some other parts of French
Polynesia.

Bear in mind that the operation
of these three gentlemen could not
match that of the multi-operator op-
eration of H4OAA. After all, as Bob
said, they had to eat and go to the
bathroom sometime. However, this
father and son team did an out-
standing job! They were on the ra-
dio perhaps 18 hours a day!

The Daily DX notes there are resi-
dent amateurs in the Marquesas,
including the calls FO5DS, FO5LZ
and FO5MK. FO5QG has also been
listed in the IOTA spots on the clus-
ters. Most reports on these fellows
are that they operate SSB outside
the American lower limits! Jose,
FO5QG, has been up as high as
14.190 MHz working between 0500
and 0800 UTC. He is located on
Nuka Hiva Island, the largest of the
Marquesas, the same island as the
island Bob and Rob operated from.
They also donated their Force 12
C3S antenna to Jose prior to leav-

OF
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ing the island, according to The
Daily DX.

The QSL routes for all these
DXpedition stations, FO@FI,
FOQFR, FOOMIZ, H40AA and
H40QAB, are included in the section
under QSL Routes. For a direct re-
sponse please provide a self-ad-
dressed envelope (s.a.e.) with suffi-
cient funds for postage. I under-
stand VE3HO will accept U.S. post-
age as he mails from across the bor-
der. It is also recommended that you
include a little extra to support the
DXpeditions.

Malpalo Island (HK@®)

Pedro, HK3JJH, arrived on
Malpalo Island as planned 04 April,
signing with HK3JJH/@M.

Pedro has operated from several
IOTA islands earlier, and this is
apparently the first one that also
counts as a separate DXCC country
— and a rare one to boot. If you
missed him, don’t worry, as there is
a full-scale operation due in about
another year.

Mongolia (JT)

The Italian DXpedition to Ulaan
Baatar came on the air 07 April and
signed with JT1Y. However, they
had some serious problems that lim-
ited them to operating with only two
stations. They left the area a week
later.

Svalbard Island (JW)

Need this one? Look for Carlos,
LA9PJA, who will sign with
JWIPJA between 12 and 16 June.
If you miss him there usually are
several other stations active from
this one, especially during the sum-
mer months.

Midway Island (KH4)

The Daily DX notes that Marc,
NH6YK, made some 900 contacts
during his visit on Midway in late
March. He'll return in June.

Navassa Island (KP1)

Dan Flaig, K8RF, is busy planning
a DXpedition to Navassa Island
later this year. The call is N1V. The
reason for the one-by-one calls, ex-
plains Dan, is that the FCC will not
issue call signs for uninhabited is-
lands as they must have a legitimate
mailing address. These one-by-one
calls for special events are easy to
obtain, thus the N1V call sign for
Navassa Island.




South Cook Islands (ZK)

During his stay on Rarotonga Is-
land (OC-013) Guenther, DF4DI,
logged almost 20,000 contacts sign-
ing with the call ZK1DI. His period
of activity, which included 11,131 on
CW, 8,481 on SSB, and 253 on FM,
ran from 16 November 1997 to 31
March 1998. Hans, DK1RY, is his
QSL manager.

Guenther had been heard often
and a lot of the time on the WARC
bands. Incidentally, when I refer to
WARC, I mean 12, 17 and 30 Meters,
to distinguish from the other HF
bands. Every time I make this ref-
erence there is always some purist
that has to inform me that all our
bands are WARC bands.

I0TA

The WestNet DX Group will acti-
vate Great Saltee Island (EU-103)
25 June and run through 29 June,
on all bands 2 through 160 Meters.
Look for them on CW, SSB and
RTTY, signing with EJ7TNET. They
will also be joined by the Saltee Dog
DX Group from Switzerland.

The month of April produced much
island activity. In Japan, the coastal
islands group of Honshu (AS-117),
which are normally hard to find, had
several DXpeditions with these calls
operating portable: JG1SZE,
JP1TPG, JI3DST, JH4FBV and
JRIMAR. Note that these islands
can be located in one or more call
areas.

The Scottish Activity Weekend
(18-19 April) also produced much
island activity in addition to that
listed below. There were many other
portable operations from these is-
lands during the month.

DX Prediction — July 1998

Maximum usable frequency from West
Coast, Central U.S. and East Coast (courtesy
of Engineering Systems Inc., Box 939, Vienna,
VA 22183.) The numbers listed in each sec-
tion are the average maximum usable frequen-
cies (MUF) in MHz for contacting five major
areas of the world centered on Africa—Kenya/
Nairobi, Asia—Japan/Tokyo, Oceania—Aus-
tralia/Melbourne, Europe—Germany/Frank-
furt, and South America—Brazil/Rio de
Janeiro. Chance of contact as determined by
path loss is indicated as bold *MUF for good,
plain MUF for fair, and in parentheses for poor.
UTC in hours.

WEST COAST

SO

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM
10 20 *22 *19 (15) *21
12 (18)  *17 *17 16 19
14 23) *20 *16 20 26
16 27 *20 (15) 22 *30
18 29 17 (15) *23 *33
20 *30 22 22) 21  *36
22 25 *26 32 18  *33
24 22 *29 *36 15  *29

CENTRAL U.S.A.
SO

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM
8 2 18 *20 *16 *17
10 24 *14 *18 16 *18
12 30 *18 *17 20 22
14 34 21 (16) *22 *28
16 *36 20 (15) *24 *32
18 *37 an (15) *24 *34
20 *30 23 29 22 *36
22 25 26 34 18 *34
24 21 26 *37 16 *28
2 *19 25 *37 *13 *23
4 *20 23 *35 *18 *20
6 *27  *22 *30 *20 *18

EAST COAST
SO
UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM
7 20 .18 *23 14 *18

9 23  (15) *19 *17  *18
11 20 (18 *17 *21 22
13 *33 21 (16 *23  *28
15  *36 18 (15) *25  *31
17  *36 (14 (15) *25  *34
19 *33 (170 (21) *23  *36
21  *27 21 32 *21  *34

AN-006 EM1LV Galindez Island  01-22 Apr
AS-005 RG/USS5IE  Dickson Island 06 Apr
AS-006 VR2MM Hong Kong Island 02-03 Apr
AS-008 TK3EOP/1  Miyaki Island 17-30 Apr
AS-012 JIGKVR/6  Amakusa Archipelago 19 Apr
AS-012 JI3DST/6 Amakusa Archipelago 30 Apr
AS-015 9M2KT Pinang Island 04 Apr
AS-017 JREAP Okinawa Island 15 Apr
AS-017 JR6EA Okinawa Island ~ 08-23 Apr
AS-017 JS6LIH/6 Okinawa Island 11 Apr
AS-022 RKOQXY Bear Island 13-16 Apr
AS-024 JS6LIH Yaeyama Islands 03 Apr
AS-026 HL4HLD Cheju Island 18 Apr
AS-030 JR7CPN/JD1 Iwo Jima 14 Apr
AS-032 JO6PRM Osumi Archipelago 29 Apr
AS-038 UAGKCL/® Ayon Island 16 Apr
AS-042 R3CA/Q Sredniy Island 02-08 Apr
AS-042 RODJG Sredniy Island 01-15 Apr
AS-042 RODAT Sredniy Island  02-15 Apr
AS-045 HL5FUA Ullang Island 01-17 Apr
AS-047 JHIHUK/6  Kita Daito Jima 28 Apr
AS-051 9IM6QQ Spratly Islands 03-04 Apr
AS-053 E21A0Y/8  Phuket Island 12 Apr
AS-053 HS@/IK4MRH Phuket Island 03- 30 Apr
AS-063 UAGQJG/® Andreya Island 13 Apr
AS-079 JASCKD/6  Miyako Islands 19-26 Apr

2 19 *31 *37 13 *24 23 *23 23 36 *19 *31
4 *20 *31 *36 18 *21 1 *20 24 37 *16 *268
6 27 . *29 *33 22 *19 3 *16 23 *36 *18 *22
8 23 *27 *24 *20 *17 5 *24 *22 *31 *18 *19
AS-085 DS4CNB/4  Soan Islands 04-05 Apr EU-136 9A4A Pag Island 01 Apr
AS-095 UAQZC Bering Sea Coast grp 16 Apr EU-163 4N9BW St Nicolas Island  18-26 Apr
AS-097 9M2/GM4YXI Besar Island 16-18 Apr NA-010 VE1BVD Cape Breton Island 16 Apr
AS-133 XUX9Q Koh Poah Island  01-05 Apr NA-019 WL7EM Kodiak Island 01 Apr
AS-134 BI3H Shijiutua Island  24-25 Apr NA-019 KL7CYL Kodiak Island 13 Apr
EU-008 GMQUCB  Isle of Mull 24 Apr NA-036 VE7IM Vancouver Island 04-19 Apr
EU-009 GB20WM  Orkney Islands 25 Apr NA-036 VE7TNS Vancouver Island 03 Apr
EU-009 GM@IJV Orkney Islands  02-29 Apr NA-046 N1UF Massachusetts State So 29 Apr
EU-009 GM@HTG  Orkney Islands 01-26 Apr NA-051 VETQCR Queen Charlotte Is. 03-26 Apr
EU-009 MM@BCR  Orkney Islands 02 Apr NA-051 VE7TLL Queen Charlotte Islands 28 Apr
EU-010 GM@KCY  Isle of Lewis 20 Apr NA-055 AK1L Vinalhaven Island 08-12 Apr
EU-011 GB@SM St. Marys Island  26-30 Apr NA-056 CO4BM Isla de Pines 03-22 Apr
EU-012 GM@DJI Shetland Islands 21 Apr NA-057 N7QXQ/HR6 Rotan Island 05-28 Apr
EU-013 IC8JAH Isle of Capri 07-08 Apr NA-059 NO7F/KL7 Unalaska Island 10 Apr
EU-016 9A4RU Brac Island 05 Apr NA-065 N7UX Washington State North 16 Apr
EU-016 9A2GF Brac Island 08-25 Apr NA-066 KI6T/P Santa Catalina Island 02-3 Apr
EU-020 SM1BIQ Gotland Island 15 Apr
EU-025 IT9GKQ Sicily Island 04 Apr
EU-031 IC8SDL Isle of Capri 16 Apr HamCall™ CD-ROM
EU-032 FSUJK/P Oleron Island 22-23 Apr ernational - Over 1,490,000 listings
EU-034 ES1QD Baltic Sea Coast grp 16 Apr
EU-036 LASLA  Hitra Island 04 Apr ik bopbid st b S
EU-037 SM7DLZ  Oland Island 02-15 Apr R ot incliucing over 300 cal areas, Over
EU-038 PA/DL1JZ  Texel Island 02 Apr 108,000 new andupdated International
EU-039 SV8DCY Lesbos Island 04 Apr listings on the April, 1998 edition!
EU-042 DL5XB/P Langeness Island 10 Apr The same CD works in DOS,Windows 3.1, and Windows
EU-042 DJ3XG/P Pellwork Island  21-23 Apr 95. Look uphams by call, name, address, city, state, postal
EU-042 DF8ZE/P Amrum Island 27 Apr code, county, and country. View photographs (listincluded),
EU-048 FSGVH/P  Belle Isle 20-23 Apr edit records (now including faxnumber), and calculate
EU-049 SV8CRI Lesvos Island 21-26 Apr beamheading and distance.
EU.049 SVSDTP Lemnos Island 25 Apr «Data displayed: callsign, class, name, address, license
EU-049 SV8CYV Samos Island 02-23 Apr ?mﬁz' :ﬁﬁm :::) b;ﬂ:m(m?;:’.‘mts-
EU-052 SV8/IK3ZAW Corfu Island 10-12 Apr . L
EU-057 DLIBKK/P Werner Island 14 Apr s O e or an WWW URL. T
EU-057 DL4PM Ruegen Island 15-27 Apr «Displays procise latitude, longitude, and grid square for
EU-057 DLTUMA/P Ruegen Island 03 Apr almost every U.S. and DX call.
EU-062 LA60OP Helligvar Islands 08 Apr «Calculates beam heading and distance from your station.
EU-067 SV8/HBIEBC/P Paros Island 19-20 Apr *Enhanced label printing for Windows . Select printer, font
EU-067 SV8/12YYO Santorino Island  22-29 Apr andprint any size label. Label size, margins, columns,
EU-073 IJ7/IK7XIE  San Paolo Island 25 Apr and rows are fully configurable. Supports copy &paste.
EU-096 OHILU/P  Reposaari Island 05-23 Apr Also on HamCall™ are over 144,000 cross references
EU-121 EJ/G3PFS  Cape Clear Island 01 Apr from oldto new calis, over 60,000 e-mail addresses, over
EU-124 GCOSTH/P  Anglesey Island 24 Apr 3,500 photos, 18,000 vanity calls and much more.
EU-130 IL3/IKSPGM Martignano Island 04 Apr

EU-130 IL3/IK2DUW Martignano Island 04 Apr
EU-130 IL3/1Z2BKW Isola di Marinetta 05 Apr
EU-131 123C Venezia Island 22 Apr
EU-133 R1ASP Kotlin Island 02-18 Apr

EU-135 SM2/ON4BDS/P Holman Island 17-18 Apr

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

HamCall™ is still just $50.00 plus $5.00 shipping
U.S., $8.00 intemational.
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NA-128 VE3ZZ/VE2 St Lawrence Waterway 12 Apr

NA-141 AE4YP
NA-142 W4AIX
NA-198 VO1BAR/P
0C-022 YC9BU
0C-022 YB9BV
0C-027 FOPMIZ
0C-027 FO5QG
0C-027 FOQFR
0C-046 FO5QB
0C-050 FOQFI
0C-050 FOBMIZ
0C-054 FW2EH
0C-059 V63A0
0C-065 H49AB
0C-067 FO5NL
0C-070 YC8VHU
0C-070 YC8VIP
0C-088 YF7XND
0C-088 9M8SL
0C-100 H40AA
0C-121 3D2WP
0C-129 DU6BG
0C-136 VK3FRB
0C-137 VK4GP
0C-137 VK4CY
0C-137 VK4LV
OC-141 VKSKTC
0C-143 YC6DEM
0C-144 YB4FIK
0C-146 YC8FMI
" 0C-146 YC8DEZ
0C-146 YC8SBY
0C-169 A35RK
0C-203 ZL4IR
0C-210 YC8TXW
0C-210 YC8RBC
0C-225 4H8TI

SA-007 HK3JJH/OM

SA-008 CESABF
SA-012 YV7TAXM
SA-023 PY6JJ
SA-026 ZY5YZ
SA-068 8R1AK/P
SA-071 PY2JM/P

Orchid Island
Dauphin Island
Puffin Island
Bali Island
Bali Island

07-20 Apr
25-26 Apr

28 Apr
02-15 Apr
01-13 Apr

Marquesas Islands 10-11 Apr
Marquesas Islands 08-29 Apr
Marquesas Islands 22-28 Apr

Tahiti Island
Rurutu Island
Rurutu Island
Wallis Island
Kosrae Island
Pigeon Island
Raiatea Island
Ambon Island
Ambon Island
Isle of Borneo
Isle of Borneo
Nendo Istand
Mana Island
Panay Island
Phillip Island
Bribie Island
Lamb Island
Bribie Island
Groote Eylandt
Sumatra Island
Belitung Island
Sulawesi Island
Sulawesi Island
Sulawesi Island
Ha’Apai Island
Stewart Island
Sangihe Island
Sangihe Island
Turtle Islands
Malpelo Island
Terra del Fuego
Isla Margarita
Bahia State North
Ratones Island
Leguan Island

08-16 Apr
14-20 Apr
14-17 Apr
01-08 Apr
01-27 Apr
01-14 Apr
19-21 Apr
18-22 Apr
03-30 Apr
05-06 Apr
05-06 Apr
01-12 Apr
25-27 Apr

15 Apr
11-12 Apr
06-17 Apr
13-14 Apr
22-27 Apr

15 Apr
22-27 Apr

07 Apr
15-22 Apr
01-15 Apr
02-29 Apr
03-29 Apr
21-23 Apr
14-21 Apr
14-29 Apr
26-28 Apr
04-05 Apr
10-21 Apr

11 Apr
11-26 Apr
17-20 Apr
12-21 Apr

Sao Paulo State Centre 18 Apr

IOTA Contest

Don’t forget to look for these IOTA
island groups that are to be active
during the IOTA contest in July:

EU-039 Chausay Islands
DXpedition Committee

Belgian

EU-057 Ummanz Island DJ3XG/P
EU-071 Vestmannaeyjar Island TF7/DL3KUD
EU-106 St. Tudwal’s Island GW@RLU/P
EU-106 St. Tudwal’s Island MW@/ON5FP

EU-123 Bute Island Otley ARC
EU-124 Anglesey Island MWsZ
NA-100 Antigua Island V26VG
SA-042 Para State West group PQ8MM

New DXCC Manager

Bill Moore, NC1L, has been ap-
pointed as Century Club’s Branch
Manager, effective 20 April 1998.
Bill came to the ARRL in 1992 from
the Otis Elevator Division of United
Technologies Corporation. In his
position as DXCC Assistant, he has
represented the DXCC program at
gatherings around the United
States, and has been serving as the
Century Club’s Supervisor since
1996.

The title of Century Club’s Branch
Manager is correct as the position
1s responsible for the administration
of all DXCC and VUCC awards.
VUCC is the awards program that
applies to operations on VHF and
UHF.

Bill replaces Bill Kennamar,
K5FUYV, who in turn replaces Chuck
Hutchinson, K8CH, as Membership
Services Manager.

New Orleans

Don’t forget the annual New Or-
leans International DX Convention
14-15 August. As usual it will be at
the Royal Sonesta Hotel in the
French Quarter. Registration prior
to 31 July costs $60 and $40 for
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guests, which includes the banquet
and evening hospitality suites. To
register send your check (payable to
New Orleans International DX Con-
vention) to Michael Mayer, W5ZPA,
5836 Marcia Ave., New Orleans, LA
70124. For hotel reservations and
special rate call the hotel at 504/
586-0300. See you there!

DX Guide

Franz Langner, DJ9ZB, has re-
leased his latest version of his DX
World Guide. Amounting to 353
pages, each DXCC country is repre-
sented, one per page. Important
facts, such as prefix allocation, ITU
zone, CQ zone, grid squares, etc., are
all included.

Two sources have been given for
this book, which sells for $25 U.S.
and includes the postage. Try Joe
Kraft, DLS8HCZ, Gruetzmuehl-
enweg 23, D-22339 Hamburg, GER-
MANY. This is a “cash only” situa-
tion. Do not send checks. Suggest
registered mail as you are sending
cash through the mail.

The original version of this book
was very good, and the new edition
should be the same. However, ar-
rangements should be made with
distributers in the United States to
avoid the risky business of sending
that much cash through the mails.

Antique QSLs

The following three cards repre-
sent three different decades and are
from the collection of Leo Haijsman,
WA4KA, former WAZ manager of CQ.

TEHRAN, IRAN

EP3AM

Bodo ('o/ KA . contisming QSO on.. 2o K. 198 ).
o /YL QUL W2 f e SO gy RSTETT
temeria s Wvax K SC VDL DB phten e

The first card is for EP3AM of
Tehran, Iran, whom Leo worked on
15 Meters SSB back in 1967. At that
time calls in Iran were normally
assigned the EP2 prefix, except for
this one and possibly one other. The
operator was listed as Hank, (Armin
H. Meyer, the American Ambassa-
dor to Iran), whose present call is
W3ACE.

Now a deleted country, HK@AA
was the call used by this small
DXpedition team in June 1976. The
DXers shown in the photo are: (left
to right): Bob Ferrero, KEAHV (now




HR@BAA

BAJD NLEVOD

W6RJ), Erik Sjolund, SM@AGD,
and Francisco Velez, HKOBKX (now
SK). The team operated for 67 hours
and collected 6,300 contacts.

{54

0 Mo IWEKA commmne o0 on/l-miveld
AR nmy, s, unliimc. rone e merd. St

2ur IR, WP, RCYN....B40....

Now we step back a little further
into history. On 17 April 1950, Leo
worked VP5AK of Kingston, Ja-
maica, on 20 Meter PHONE (that’s
AM to you young fellows). The card
is rather colorful, with the banana
call letters in yellow, leaves in green,
border in black and the data in red.
The tree trunk on the right is alse
yellow. Ivan C. Hendricks was the
operator, who became 6Y5AK.

Where was your DX editor in April
19507 I was a junior in high school
and never imagined that four years
later I would be an Amateur Radio
nut! Heck, that was the month I re-
ceived my New Jersey driver’s li-
cense and I had other priorities

QSL bureaus

There have been two recent ad-
dress changes to our incoming QSL
bureaus. Those of you who have calls
associated with the 5th district
should now send your envelopes to
the Magnolia DX Association, P.O.
Box 999, Wiggins, MS 39577-0999,
and for Alaska it is now The Alaska
QSL Bureau, P.O. Box 520343, Big
Lake, AK 99652.

QSL information

Bob, K7LAY, informs the DX com-
munity that the batch of 5A2A QSL
cards sent via the U.S. mail has been
partially lost. If you have not re-
ceived your card (provided you re-
quested one) e-mail Dieter Voss at
dvoss@t-online.de and he will send
the missing cards.

In the QSL Routes several routes
have been given as OKDXF, the OK
DX Foundation. The address is P.O.
Box 73, Bradlec 293 06, Mlada
Boleslav, CZECH REPUBLIC.

Thanks go to the following con-
tributors for this month’s column:
DJ9ZB, EI6FR, JA1ELY, JH1ORA,
OH2BN, SM@DJZ, VE9AA, K1FK,
K3Z0, K7LAY, K8RF, Western
Washington DX Club (WAQRJY),
Northern Arizona DX Association
(WTYS), WebCluster (OH2AQ), 425
DX News (I1JQJ,), DX News Letter
(DJ5AV), The OPDX Bulletin
(KB8NW), Internet DX Mailing List
(VE7TCP), The Low Band Monitor
(K@CS), Island | DX News (N5VL),
The Daily DX (W3UR), QRZ DX
(N4AA), and DX News Sheet
(G4BUE).

More and more DXers are begin-
ning to check out the internet. Most
of my material comes via that
source. Often a web-page is included
and I have thought about printing
it with the news. But, to DXers who
are yet not surfing the internet this
information would be useless. And
those of you with internet capabili-
ties already know it.

The conditions we have been ex-
periencing during the last couple of
years now really got a good shet in
the arm with the DXpeditions to
three new possible DXCC countries
during the month. Each of you
should have landed at least one con-
tact with one of the DXpeditions. If
you didn’t you must have had your
radio turned off. Don’t tell me you
were standing by with one of those
list masters to take a list? Shame
on you! 73, de John, N6JM. Eayl

License suspended

A Canadian Ham has had his li-
cense suspended for six months, af-
ter an investigation by Industry
Canada proved that the Central
Ontario amateur was the source of
malicious interference to an area
repeater.

The suspension follows an inves-
tigation about interference on the
particular 2-meter repeater span-
ning a period of more than two
years.

Industry Canada says the ama-
teur cannot be named because it’s
between a private individual and
the Government of Canada. Since it
is considered personal information,
it is protected under Canada’s Pri-
vacy Act. — Newsline

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com
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Butternut trap-free design
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efficiency.

SPECIFICATIONS
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HF2V - 40 & 80M
HF6V - 10,15,20,30,40,80M
HF9V - 6,10,12,15,17,20,30,40,80M
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Height: 26ft (7.9M) HF6V/HFOV
32t (9.7M) HF2V
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630-238-1183

Call or write for our Free New Color Brochure!
[Ask for the designers Dirty Little Secrets!]
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9NINE —VK6NE | FK8HC _VKAFW
9Q5HX —IK2MRZ | FM5BH —W3HNK
9Q5PA —KC4PAU | FM5DN —KUSC
9V1BG —JLIMWI | FM5JY _F5JYD
av1YC —AA5BT FOG/OKIKT —OKDXF
9v1ZB —JL3WSL | FOB/OKITN —OKDXF
A2EW —KB2MS | FOB/OK5DX —OKDXF
A35FT _DL7FT FOPFI —K6SLO/
AB1AJ —W3UR WA6SLO
A61AQ —N1DJ FO@FR _K6SLO/
A61AS —YOS3FRI WA6SLO
A92FZ _W3HC FOOMIZ  —VESHO
A92GD —KISE FO5QG _XEIL
AHOR —JH6RTO | FREVZ —F8VZO
AHBK _OKDXF | FTSWC _F6APU
AHBLG —KS6DV FT5X/FRSHR —FR5HR
] AP2JZB —K2EWB | FT5XN —F6PEN
The following QSL routes are cor- %m}f’ —%Zg W;g{%m —&Rggg
rect to the best of our knowledge and | gaipy ZwaHe FW2NBH  _DJ2EH
BI3H _W3HC GB@SM —G3WNI
cannot be guaranteed. Please report BlsH —anc AN A
any errors. BV9SARL  —BV4YB GBSTI —GM@KVI
C31DQ —EA3CDQ | GBSFF —GMOKVI
1X5AA —W3HNK | 5H3PW _N2CD C6AKE —WA4JID | GCOSTH/P —G4DIY
31IKICJO —IKICJO | 5H3RB —LA4DM | CN/7X2RO  —OM3CGN | GISYM —KIWY/
3ATKIQBT —IKIQBT | 5N3BHF  —OE6LAG | CO4RM —CTIESO KITRS
3B7RF _HBORF 5N3CPR  —SP5CPR | CP8XA —DGINB | GMSVGP  —GM3UTQ
3BSDL6UAA —DLEUAA | 5NOKWO  —NOUN CT98CJJ  —CTICJ | GS2MP —GM2MP
3C1GS —EA5BYP | 5R8FU —~SM@DJZ | CvaD —CX8AT GS5VGP  —GM3UTQ
3D2A0 —DL7VRO | 5T5SN —F5RUQ CYWKSRF  —K8RF H24LP —5BALP
3D2CB —OKDXF | 5W@SZ —OKDXF | D2EB —I3LLH H4PAA —OH2BN
3D2HI —JAIKJW | 5W@VD —OKDXF | DA@GGF —DL30CH | H4BAB —VK9NS
3D210 —DLTVRO | 5W@VV —OKDXF | DLAVCG/HCS —DLAVCG | H44XX —JASDQH
3D2KT —OKDXF | 5XIT —ONSNT | DS4BBL ~ —EA2AKP | HadYC —AASBT
3D2KZ —JASVE 5Z4EO —DLOMAR | DUIGBRG -DU9RG | HBO/NTOV —IK3VIA
3D2LI/P  —JMILJS | 5Z4RL —N2AU E21ICIN  —W3PP/ HG4l _HASLN
3D2MT/P —JJ1IDWB 6A1A —IK3ZAW K3wuw HK198GM —HK3DDD
3D2SH —JALIQY | 6K@T —DS4CNB | EASURX  —EASAHC | HK3JJH/M@ —HK3JJH
3D2TK —JA3MCA | 6W/FGERB —FGERB EA6/JI6KVR —EA5KB HL5KY _W3HNK
3D2TN —OQKDXF 6W1QV/P —6W1QV EA6FB —EA5KB HP1XBI —F6AJA
3D2TSP  —IMILJS | 7Q7EH —AA9HD | EAB/G4DIY —G4DIY HR5F2JD  —F6AJA
3D2WC —OKDXF | 7XOWW  —_ONSNT | ED2TSS  —_EA2AF HS@/JR3XMG —JG3AVS
3D2WP —JAIWPX | 7X2RO —OM3CGN | ED7MSS ~ _EATANC | HSPZAA  —KMIR
3D2X0 —DL7VRO | 8P6EQ —KC3AE EF1IAT —ECIBXI | HVANAC  —IK@FVC
3DA@CA  —W4DR 8Pl —DL7DF EJINET  —EI2GX HZ1AB _K8PYD
3V8BB —DFIQK' | 8P9IR —DJ1TO EK6CC ~NSBGD | 1130TA —IK2PZG
3WTTK —OKIHWB | 8P9IU —DL7UTO | EK6GC —W3HNK | 7P —IK7EZP
4F3CV —HBSCXZ | 8Q7QQ —HB9QQ | EKSMLE  —IK8QPR | ILAIK2PZG —IK2PZG
4HSTI _12YDX 9G1YR —G4XTA EKSWB —IK2QPR | ILYINSHDE —IN3AUD
4K8F —UA9AB 9H3UT —DL9GDB | EMILV _URSLV MDA —ISPLLJ
4KOW —DL6KVA | 9H3YM —PEIOFJ | EO5IM —_Uu2JQ 1Q9A —IT9AJP
4L1UN —IK7JTF | 9H3ZC —G4EDG EP3HR —I2MQP IRON —IK@SIR
4N8P —YUSFFG | 9K2/SQSDAK —SP5KQS | EX7MM —DF8WS | IR6W —IK6WDY
AN9BW —YUTBW | 9K27Z —WSCNL | EXSMLE  —IK2QPR | [YBORP  _IKQUSA
4S7DA —W3HNK | 9M2GM4YXI —GM4YXI | EYSCQ —DJISKO | IYIMR _IKIQIQ
4X50CZ  —4Z51S 9M2EU —JA2EJ] EY8MM —KIBV J28FA —_F5MXH
4X5QGF/SK —4X6KJ 9MBAAC  —N200 EZ8AI —RW6HS | J38a —N4LZL
4Z1GY —NF4W 9MEHIL  —N200 F5KDC/P  —F6AXP J49IL —DJsIL
5A28 —OE2GRP | 9M6MU —N200 FG/F?HE  —F6LQJ J73CCM  —SM@CCM
5B4ADA  —9A%AJ 9IM6QQ —DF5UG FGSFC —F6DZU JTIBV/UA@S —JT1BV
5B4AGC  —G3LNS 9MBCC —PBPALB | FGSFR —F6FNU JTIFBB  —W9JOE
SB4EZ —OE3EPW | ON1FP —RUGFP FK8GM —WB2RAJ | JTIKAI _JT1BV
s S ~ N

Roof Towers

ORDER TODAY / Ship Today
Anodized Aluminum Construction
Lightweight - yet - Extra Heavy Duty
High Quality / Stainless Steel Bolts
Also Thrust Bearings,

Masts, Lightning Rods ,

 PORPRSISSE L §

13620 Old Hwy 40

. See Our Last
Boonville, MO 65233 Add for Towers
(660) 882-2734 L > O
http://www.glenmartin.com
MODEL Hite Top to Base Max. Ant. in sq. ft. @ Max Ant | Wgt | Price w/
feet Rotor | width | 87 mph 100 mph 112 mph load Ib. UPS
RT-424 4.5 34.75 24” 6 4.5 36 100 1b. 22 | $162.00
RT-832 8.0 43.75 32” 8 6 4.8 120 ib. 36 | $234.00
RT-936 9.0 43.75 36” 18 13.5 10.5 130 Ib. 78 | $394.00
RT-1832 17.5 37.62 32” 12 9 12 110 1b. 88 |$528.00
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JTIV —JT1BV TI2IDX —WA9BXB
JT1Y —IPSNY TISNW —W3Ccv
JUIDX —JT1BV TJIFT —K4MI
JUIHC —JT1BV TK/FSUFT —F6AXX
JU5@BV  —JT1BV TMO@BB —FB1AZH
JWSHE —0Z8RO TM@TWA  —F5UMP
JW5NM —LA5NM TM5CW —F5SJB
JWIPJA —LASPJA | TRSKPG  —F6CDK
JY9QJ —DL5MBY | TS5l —15JHW
KSRF/CYS  —KSRF TT8ZB —IK3ERN
KS8XP/KH9 -—WA4YBV | TU2XZ —W3HC
KOPPY/KH6 —K9PPY TZ6JA —JA3EMU
KG4DZ —W4SD UAGAZ —WS3HNK
KG4ZK —WA4ZYT UN3F —UN7FJ
KH@AC —K7ZA UN7FK —W3HNK
KH2/K9AW —WFS5T UN7LG —KU9C
KH8/KF4MIW —OKDXF US@HZ —W3HNK
KH8/N50LS —N5JA V29TT —N2AU
KH8/WP2AIH —OKDXF V31DL —WISH
L7F —LUTFEU | V31HE —DLI1DA
LU2CP/CX  —CX6FP V31LL —N7TLL
LX1JAY —LX1TI V31TH —N@SS
LXSDLP  —LXIDA V44KJ —WB2TJL
LX9VIS —LXITI V51CM —WA2JUN
LZOHST  —LZ1BJ V52UTR —DL7UUO
M6A —G4ZFE V52UUO  —DL7UUO
M6C —G3KKQ V73NN —N30A
MT7C —G3KQQ V8JA —JHTFQK
MST —G3XTT VK4AU —KCBAWX
MS@APF/P —MMIAUF | VKSAN —VK4FW
N200/KH9 —WA4YBV | VK8VB/7  —AC4LN
N2WB/KH9 —WA4YBV | VK9LZ —N@AH
N6MZ/KH9 —WA4YBV | VKINO ~JJBDEN
N6TR/KP4 —N6TR VP8/G4VFU —G@HXL
N8BQD/6Y5 —JR4ISF VPSCQO  —CESABF
N9KX/KH4 —DK9KX VPSHK —K1EFI
NH6D/KHZ —N6FF VPIKK —KIEFI
OD5PL —HB9CRV | VQIDH —WRSW
ON53GDV  —ON5PL VQOKK —KBOQKK
ON5S@NMR —ON4RU . | VQOMW —K2MMW
O0X3LG —OZ2ELA | VR9SUW  —VR2UW
OZ5HCA  —OZ3FYN | VU2JPS —VK9NS
P29TL —KF9TH VU2TS —IIYRL
P29VR —W7LFA VUSMCV ~ —ONTLX
P4@J —WX4G WOBCG/CYS —WOCG
P49M —VE3MR WOIV/C6A —WQIY
PJSDM —KF4KRZ | WA9S/CY9 —WA9S
PR5L —PPSLL WHEASW/KHZ —VK4FW
PX1I —PY1KS WP3A —W4DN
PY@ZFO  —W9VA WREWR —N6WR
PYIKBP  —PY1AA XT2DP —WB2YQH
PYIKSP  —PYIAA XUPMTM  —HL2AQN
PYIMF/P  —PYIAA XU2A —7LIMFS
R@GDAT —UA3DAT | XUSBND  —JAGBND
RODJG —UA3DJG | XUF2B —N4JR
RIANL —UA6AH XUXO —7LIMFS
R1ANZ —RUIZC XVISW —SM5MX
RIFJV —UA3AGS | YAIAR —SM7DJZ
R3CA/@ —UASOBA | YBOARAN —N2AU
RH2E —DF7RX YB30SE —WT7TSQ
RP3APC —RX3APM | YC6HDF  —IK@ZKK
RZBIWA  —UA@JB YCSDEZ —YB1XUR
S@EAWW —ONS5NT YI1AK —KC5HWR
S@SR —EA2JG YILALW —WB3CQN
S92AT —NJ2D YIISEA —WASHUP
SM2ON4BDS/P —ON4BDS | YJ@ADJ —DJ2EH
SN@JG —SP2BIK | YJIOAWP  _JAIWPX
ST@AP —DJ6SI YW5A —YV5A
SU3AM ~DLIFCM | 2248 —W3HNK
SV/TA3J —TA3J Z31GB —NN6C
SV/TASYJ  —TA3YJ Z31JA —NO6X
SVPIE —DL2YAG | Z32XX —NN6C
SV&/HB9EBC —HBYEBC | Z37GBC —NO6X
SVBI2YYO —IK2MYX | ZAIE —I2MQP
SVBCKM  —SVSJE ZAIM —IK2HTW
T22JY —JAJQY | ZB2FX —G3RFX
T22KJ —JAIKJW | ZD7HI —WA2JUN
T22KT —JASMCA | ZDTWRG  —WA2JUN
T22VE —JASVE ZD8T —AC4IV
T32BI —KH6DFW | ZD8V —KF400X
T32RT —WeUC ZF2VQ —N7TLL
T5AR —SM7DJZ | ZKICYR  —WB4CYR
TS8EM —DL7ADL | ZKIKTT —OKDXF
TSSME —1INIRTO | ZKITNN  —OKDXF
T94DO —DLIFVD | ZK2CK —HB9BCK
TA2DS —WASHUP | ZK2FT —DL7FT
TA2ZW —OKITN ZY5YZ —PPSLL
TA3ZM —DL5ABL

3W6KA — Kasati Ham Club, P.0O. Box 076, Saigon, VIET-
NAM

FO5QG — Jose, Poste restante Nouku-Hiva, Taiohae, Les
Marquesas, FRENCH POLYNESIA

LX4B — Telecom Union Radio League, P.O. Box 117, L-4901
Bascharage, LUXEMBOURG

ODS5CN — Aref N. Mansour, P.O. Box 8888, Beirut, LEBA-
NON

TF8GX — Gudlaugur K. Jonsson, P.O. Box 345, 1S-230
Keflavik, ICELAND

NOTES:

1. This route applies for the period 27-29 April 1998 only. ‘y




ANAHEIM, CA
(Near Disneyland)

933 N. Euclid St., 92801
(714) 533-7373

(800) 854-6046
Janet, WOMF, Mgr.

BURBANK, CA

2492 W. Vlctory Bl., 91506
(818) 842-1786

(800) 854-6046

Marv, K6VIV. Mgr.

Victory Bivd. at Buena Vista
1 mi. west I-5

OAKLAND, CA

2210 Livingston St., 94606
(510) 534-5757

(800) 854-6046

Mark, WIZYN, Mgr.

1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp

SAN DIEGD, CA
5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123

12 Store Buying Power!

(
Tom, KM6K, Mgr.

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa
SUNNYVALE, CA
510 Lawrence Exp. #102
94086
(408) 736-9496
gﬂ(?iummmm AT-201HP 2m Hangreid
So. from Hwy. 101 « 40 memories + CALL chanel
» Wide receive 130-18) MHz
NEW c,lsmv DE True Dual Port Simultaneous HF/VHF Operation * Built-in CTCSS enc./dec.
(Near Philadelphia) « Full-sized, backlit keypad
1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 « 5 watts RF output H A-
(302) 322-7092 KAM PLUS [ 02 M—ﬂ———
(800) 644-4476 NEW KAM Plus features 128K RAM, EPROM space 40’ Tubular Tower
Bob, N9GG, Mgr. for 1 MB, an-board clock, expanded personal REC. $809
i.. So. |- mailbox and Pactor! And G-TOR!Operating modes
RT.13 1/4 mi, So. 1-295 include CW/RTTY/ASCI AMTOR/PACKET/PACTOR, SALE 3679'95
m .u WEFAX Terminal proorams available for PC,
$3708 S.W E;&?HW Commodore and AT-600HP  2m/440 Handreld MA-550
97223 Call For Our Special Price! » Wide receive from 100-174, 340-480. 55 Tubular Tower
(503) 598-0555 and 850-985 MHz (cellular blocked) Handles 10 sq.ft.
(800) 854-5046 « Dual receive » 200 memory channels at 50mph
Ray, KI7TN, Mgr. « 6 character alphanumeric display Pleases neighbors
Tigard-99W exit KPC-9612 « Crosband repeat * Auto repeater shift with tubuar
from Hwy. 5 & 217 9600 Baud + CTCSS enc./dec. « CTCSS tone scan .| streamlined look
Ready ]y Bes.$1369
mm glo #9, 80231 SALE $1069.95
’ e. #9,
(303) 745-7373 KPC-3/KPC-9612 AR-148 om mobie
(800) 444-9476 A high-performance, low power TNC, for new and « 3 select
Joe, KDAGA, Mgr. experienced users. Features dual level command set ECEBL L6
with 23 and 130 commands, respectively. Battery settings (5/1G/50w)
PHOENIX, AZ backed 128K RAM expandable to 512K. PBBS * 40 memaries
1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 includes two-way forwarding, message header plus a CALL cnannel
(602) 242-3515 editing, remote sysop access and KA-NODE. * Built-in CTCSS TX-455
(800) 444-9476 Call For Special Low Price! L gneogececas : .
Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. a 15061’38‘3;;0“ 55crl;r::s&;nd|ng
AR-446 also sh b d
1 mi. east of 117 LGSR LIS ) sromwm  Handles 185q. f
L E SRt Optonal @ 50 mph
ATLANTA, GA Rotor Base No guying required

6071 Buford Hwy., 30340
(770) 263-0700
(800) 444-7927

Extra-strength const.
Can add raising and
motor drive acces.

Phil, NADRO, Mgr.

Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 Towers Rated

to EIA Specifications

WOODBRIDGE, VA Other Models

(Near Washinmonlo_c.) at Great Prices!

1 i :

2;?8:1’ g SALE $1399.95

(703) 643-1063

(800) 444-4799 Detailed illuminated map shows time, time zone, sun

Mike, KA3TMQ, Mgr. position and day of the week at a glance for any

Exit 161, 1-95, So.to US 1 place in the world.Continuously moving - areas of
day and night change as you watch . Mounts easily

SALEM, NH on wall. Size: 34 1/2"x 22 1/2".

(Near Boston) Reg $1295. SALE $999.95

224 N. Broadway, 03079 — ;

(603) 898-3750 ;

(800) 444-0047

Chuck, KM4NZ, Mgr.

sales@hamradio.com

Exit 1, 1-93;

28 mi. No. of Boston

VHFl!“F Solid State Amplifiers

Contemporary design, quality and a 1 year
warranty on parts and iabor. 1 year an the RF Final All US Towers
transistors.Most amplifiers have GaAsFET receive i

pre-amps and high SWR shutdown protection Shlpped truck collect.

SOOI

CoRSTT0 Const




Bill Pasternak, WAGITF

eaters

F M,]ﬁgpeate@
& VHF

28197 Robin Ave. « Saugus, CA « 91350
(Internet)billwaéitf@aol.com « (AOL)BILLWAGITF
(Netcom)newsline@ix.netcom.com « (24-hr voice/fax) 805/296-7180
E-mail only up to 50 kilobytes can also be sent to wabitf@juno.com

in accordance with
good amateur prac-
tice.

The League has
asked the FCC to is-
sue this Declatory
Ruling as fast as it le-
gally can. Others who
oppose mandatory
bandplans vow a court
fight if the Commis-
sion proceeds without
first issuing a Notice

Possible mandatory
adherence to bandplan

he ARRL has filed its long-

awaited request to the FCC

to codify adherence to what
have been, till now, voluntary
bandplans. Following up on action
taken at the January ARRL Board
of Directors’ meeting, the League
has asked the Commission to equate
observance of voluntary band plans
with good amateur practice.

The League filed its request for a
declatory ruling on 03 April. In it,
the national society asks for codifi-
cation of several points of Amateur
Radio operation. First it wants the
FCC to affirm that any Amateur
Radio operation that conflicts with
established voluntary band plans,
and which causes interference, or
adversely affects those operating in
accordance with these band plans to
be considered as being in direct vio-
lation of FCC rules. It also requests
the Commission direct that Hams
should be familiar with current vol-
untary bandplans and that they are
required to abide by them.

Finally, the ARRL wants the FCC
to state that those radio amateurs
who don’t operate in harmony with
those band plans are not operating

GOTA DEAD RADIO?
AMATEUR / COMMERCIAL
I MARINE TWO-WAY REPAIR

Ellultan

PO Box 1707
32801 124th St. SE
Sulian, WA. 98294

Factory Authorized service

center for ICOM products.
Also service other brands/ models
Visit our web page for more details.
http://www.sultantronics.com OR
email: bruce@sultantronics.com
Voice/FAX (360)-793-9513
We accept Visa / Mastercard

T ronics

of Proposed Rule
Making and permit-
ting them time to comment.

PROPNet

With 6 Meters acting more like 15
or 20 these days, Hams are looking
for faster and more accurate ways
to know when the DX is rolling in.
Not long ago Ev Tupis, K21V, posted
a novel idea to the VHF Reflector.
Ev calls it PROPNet and I thought
that the concept might be of inter-
est to many of you. So, at right is
the text of (most of) Ev’s posting:

Connecticut coordination
on the WWW

One state may soon have repeater
coordination taking root on the
world wide web. Connecticut, where
the total failure of the Tri State Re-
peater Council left a large part of
the Northeast with no viable re-
peater bandplanning effort.

Now, one Ham is acting to provide
that state’s repeater owner opera-
tors a method to keep up with what’s
happening in the world of repeaters
in that state. Joe Szczech, K1IKE,
says via the Repeater Owners
Remailer that he is establishing a
page to service the needs of Con-
necticut repeater owners. It’s going
together at http://pages.cthome.net/
ctrepeaters/.

More importantly, Joe says he will
also try to put together a separate
Connecticut Repeater Owners
remailer. The purpose of this group
will be to discuss the future of re-
peater coordination in the Connecti-

Handheld Repeater Controller

Convert any handheld or
mobile radio into a simplex
or duplex repeater system.

Ideal for setting up shon-

term emergency service

repeaters at remote loca- 4520’; EC ;eg Uum
i ycamore Str

tions or disaster sites Ben Lomond, CA 95005‘

www.spectrum-usa.com Phone 800-566-2788
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Introduction to PROPNeti

EV TUPIS, K2IV,
' ROCHESTER VHF GROUP |
l

For those interested in charting 6- |
| meter band openings, in near-real-
time, PropNET is for you! i
PropNET features the ability to |
monitor a nationwide (continent-
wide?) beacon network, without hav-
ing to manually tune through the
beacon sub-band...because they (the
| “beacons”) are all on the same fre- |
' quency! You don’t need to listen to |
white noise during times when the |
band isn’t open, because your TNC |
| will do that for you, and display any
| heard “beacons” to your computer ]
monitor, superimposed on a MAP of
north America! l

Here’s what you will need to par- |
ticipate: |
1. A computer (“286-class or better...” |

486+ & Windows will give “best
results”)
2. A TNC (The TNC needs to be

TAPR-2 compatible or “better”)
3. A transceiver capable of working

on 53.530 MHz
4. APRS software!

Here’s how it works. Set up your
6-meter FM station to use APRS on
53.530 MHz, “beaconing” every 15
minutes. You can even set the sys-
tem up to give you an audible alarm
when a “new” station’s packet trans-
mission is heard by your TNC. You
| go about your business in your
shack. When you hear the “alarm”,
you can check the screen on your
computer, and see if it’s because a
DX station packet was received by
your station.

I've simplified the explanation, but
| the potential is truly there! By way
of example, I am now on the chan- |
nel, with an MFJ ‘Dataradio’ (10 |
Watts to an MFJ 1/2-wave vertical |
antenna) at my home. I have another |
one ready to go in my car, complete |
with a GPS, that will beacon my lo- |
cation, as I'm driving down the road. ’

|
i

Join me in this experiment. You
can get more information (and the
SHAREWARE APRS software)
about APRS from the following |
‘URLs: |

The Tuscon Amateur Packet Ra- |
| dio Site: www.tapr.org; The Kansas 1
City APRS Webpage: www.kcaprs

.org; A VERY complete WIN/Mac |
APRS Site: aprs.rutgers.edw/ ‘
Think about it. The potential for |
PropNET is huge! There will be no |
reason to miss another 6-meter |
| opening. And if you hear APRS on 1
| 53.530 MHz the band may be open
| to Western New York! ’




cut area. He also invites Connecti-
cut repeater owners to take part in
both aspects of this project. Input
goes to Joe via e-mail at ctrepeaters
@snet.net.

NFCC progress

The National Frequency Coordi-
nators’ Council (NFCC) came into
existence with the approval of its
Articles of Incorporation (District of
Columbia); a set of Bylaws, and a
draft Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) to be negotiated with the
ARRL. These documents were rati-
fied by a very large majority of the
nation’s recognized frequency coor-
dination entities 20 April 1996. Its
first board of directors was subse-
quently elected in July 1996, and the
MOU with the ARRL was finalized
the following November.

Since that time, the NFCC has
been involved in lengthy internal
discussions on certification stan-
dards for Amateur Radio frequency
coordinators and what procedure
and format should be used to for-
mally signup various frequency co-
ordination entities.

According to President Dick Isely,
WIGIG, the NFCC has now com-
pleted these two major organiza-
tional processes. Dick says that 15
March 1998, a majority of the
nation’s coordination entities ap-
proved a set of NFCC Certification
Standards. As result, there is now
for the first time a mutually-agreed
“yardstick” to measure frequency co-
ordinator performance.

These are minimum standards
and most coordinators already meet
or exceed them in various areas.
Those coordinators currently unable
to meet these standards are encour-
aged to do so — but there is no dead-
line for compliance. NFCC officers
and members will provide whatever
technical assistance is requested to
enable all coordination entities to
meet these standards.

Also as of 15 March 1998, the fol-
lowing frequency coordination enti-
ties have formally signed up as
NFCC members.

Alabama Repeater Council, Inc.

Alaska

Amateur Radio Council of Arizona

220 MHz Spectrum Management Assn. (S.CA)
Northern Amateur Relay Council of California
(N.CA)

Southern California Repeater & Remote Base Assn.
(S.CA)

Two Meter Area Spectrum Management Assn.
(S.CA)

Colorado Council of Amateur Radio

Illinois Repeater Association, Inc.

Northeastern Illinois Packet Radio Frequency
Council

Indiana Repeater Council, Inc.

Towa Repeater Council, Inc.

Kansas Amateur Repeater Council

Kansas Digital Coordination Committee

Upper Peninsula Amateur Radio Repeater Assn.
(Upper MI)

Minnesota Repeater Council

Missouri Repeater Council, Inc.

Nebraska Frequency Coordinator

New Mexico Frequency Coordinators Committee

Upper New York Repeater Council

North Dakota Frequency Coordinator

Ohio Area Repeater Council

Oregon Region Relay Council, Inc.

New England Spectrum Management Council
(MA ME NH,RI) Area

Repeater Coordination Council of E.PA/S.NJ, Inc

Western Pennsylvania Repeater Council

SouthEastern Repeater Association, Inc.
(GA KY,MS,NC,SC,TN,S.VA,WV)

Texas VHF-FM Society

The Middle Atlantic FM & Repeater Council
(MD,N.VA,E.WV)

Inland Amateur Coordination Council (E.WAN.ID)

Western Washington Amateur Relay Association

Wisconsin Association of Packet Radio

Wisconsin Association of Repeaters

Wyoming WCARC

This list includes almost all of the
large frequency coordination enti-
ties — those serving the heavily
populated areas of the country. How-
ever, there are still quite a few or-
ganizations that have not submit-
ted formal applications to join the
umbrella group. Isley says that he
understands some of these unsigned
entities now have applications in
process. Even though the deadline
for initial sign-up has passed, NFCC
membership sign-up is an ongoing
process.

Completion of this initial sign-up
period does mark a change in NFCC
voting. From this point forward,
only those entities that have for-
mally signed up will be voting on
NFCC business. As a result, Isley
urges those coordination entities
who have not yet formally signed up,
to do so as soon as they can.

For and against privacy

About once or twice a month you
will see a message like this pass

across the packet radio networks or
the Internet rec.radio newsgroups:
“I do dislike closed and private sys-
tems... who else has this view... PRO
or CON let’s hear from you. Do you
favor more closed systems? Should
the band open up to more open sys-
tems?”

Most of these responding sound
like a cheering section to ban any
system that’s not carrier squelch
and open to all: “The frequencies
belong to all of us. It’s time to run
those closed repeaters off the air.”
But it’s also not surprising to see
someone come along with a state-
ment like the following: “All repeat-
ers are technically closed. You oper-
ate on any repeater system under
the auspices of the repeater trustee.
If he doesn’t want you on his re-
peater — for whatever reason — it
is his privilege to keep you off un-
der FCC regulations.”

Having been around repeaters
since the days when they were AM,
I can easily understand both sides
of the argument. I see nothing
wrong with closed systems on bands
with low utilization or in those geo-
graphic regions where the bands are
truly utilized. But in overcrowded
urban areas, it is a totally different
story.

This is not 1958; it’s 1998. As such,
I have to wonder if it is really apro-
pos to tie up any frequency pair on
a crowded band like 2 Meters (and
also 70 cm in some localities) with a
repeater that limits its access to a
small group of people.

How do you feel about this rather
controversial topic? I'd like to start
a national dialogue through this col-
umn to see if it might not be time to
limit closed and private repeaters to
give spectrum-based some fair cri-
teria acceptable to the majority of

Hot off the press!

The long-anticipated update on mobile
antennas by Don Johnson, W6AAQ,
"Everything you forgot to ask
about HF Mobileering”

Only $8.00 + $2.00 shipping & handling.

Packed with tips garnered from ama-
teurs all over the country who have

found a better way to adapt their mobile

antenna installation to their specific
needs. WORLDRADIO BOOKS,

P.O. Box 189490, Sacramento, CA 95818.
Credit card orders call: 916/457-3655. //

dd 62¢ tax

CA residents please a
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the nation’s VHF/UHF users.

Submit (by e-mail only) your ideas
on this topic. Limit your submission
to a single, double-spaced typewrit-
ten page. As space permits, I will
publish those comments which are
based on sound technical and politi-
cal presentation. If you submit
something based purely on emotion,
it will go to the circular file. The
bottom line is that working together,
maybe we can find a way to permit
those who want ‘privacy’ to exist
without their closed repeaters im-
pacting negatively on the rest of the
needs of the Amateur Radio commu-
nity.

902 MHz beacon back on

Ed Parsons, K1TR, reports his
903.065 MHz beacon, located in
FN42FM, was off the air or operat-
ing in an impaired state for the last
couple of months. It has been re-
paired and Ed would appreciate any
signal reports. Email them to
esparsons@lucent.com

NYC 10 GHz beacon

A new flea-power 10-GHz beacon
has been placed into operation from
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the top of the World Trade Center
in New York City. Del Schier,
KD1DU, reports via the VHF Reflec-
tor that the beacon was established
by Larry Lipitz, NY2US. It operates
on 10368.210 MHz and runs 80 mil-
liwatts output to a slot antenna. The
location is some 2200 feet above the
surrounding concrete average ter-
rain.

VA antenna victory

A follow-up on last month’s story
about the group of Virginia Ama-
teurs who decided to fight the estab-
lished planned community lobbies
for the right to have antennas —
many said it could not be done, but
Virginia amateurs did it anyway. As
a result, Hams in that state may
soon have the most Amateur Radio-
friendly antenna laws in the nation.
The Virginia state legislature
passed SB-480 at 12:15 a.m. on Sun-
day morning 15 March. Governor
Jim Gilmore signed the measure
into law in mid-April.

SB-480 gives Virginia Hams what
amounts to an inalienable right to
erect an antenna system. The mea-
sure directs that all areas of the
state be covered under PRB-1-like
preemption language directing all
communities to make reasonable
accommodation for Ham Radio tow-
ers and antennas.

But it doesn’t stop there. Areas of
Virginia with population densities
greater than 120 persons per square
mile based on the 1990 Census can-
not regulate antenna structures to
less than seventy-five feet. Areas
under 120 persons per square mile
cannot regulate antenna structures
to less than two hundred feet. And
no area can regulate the number of
support structures, meaning that
Hams can put up as many anten-
nas as they want.

As to restrictions? There is only
one that is of any consequence. It
says that reasonable and customary
engineering standards for antenna

_erection must be followed in all lo-

cations. That in itself is also a posi-

N tHE BIG DK DX 0

Don Johnson, W6AAQ's

3.5 — 30 MHz mobile antenna,

manufactured by:

H. Stewart Designs

P.O. Box 643 * Oregon City, OR 97045

(G03) 654-3350
See Worldradio, Oct. 1994 issue.
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tive step because it makes sound
engineering a state mandate and
takes away the benefit of localities
having final say on engineering and
structure erection.

In getting the measure passed,
Virginia Amateurs defeated two of
the most highly influential anti-an-
tenna and pro local government lob-
bies in the state. The measure faced
fierce opposition from the Virginia
Municipal League and the Virginia
Association of Counties. When it
was introduced 26 January, many
observers gave the bill little chance
of success. Now, its proponents are
hoping it will serve as a model for
other states.

Bob Ham, KK41IY, of Vinton VA,
was the prime mover behind the bill.
He worked with state Sen. John
Edwards of Roanoke to get the mea-
sure introduced in the General As-
sembly and signed by the governor.

For more information, see http://
rbnet.com/~hamcotec/sb480.html.

No I-Phone fees

Finally, if you use Internet Phone
for repeater linking, we have some
good news for you. For the time be-
ing, making calls over the Internet
will remain free of tariffs other than
regular Internet Service Provider
fees.

According to news stories, in a late
March report to Congress the Fed-
eral Communications Commission
says it is not ready to conclude that
the long-distance calls carried over
the Internet or other data networks
should be regulated as a telecommu-
nications service. That could
change, says the FCC, but not any-
time soon.

Travels in August

Only one trip next month. That’s
to the Huntsville Hamfest where I
get the privilege to present this
year’s Newsline Young Ham of the
Year award. I hope to see some of
you there,.

L

Reflections

Take a moment to reflect on what
experiences you have had in Ama-
teur Radio. If you have something
to share with Worldradio’s readers,
write an article! All your news fea-
tures and letters are happily ac-
cepted at our 28th Street offices
(2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA
95818)
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Brian Mileshosky, NSZGT
1021 Dakota S.E., Albuquerque, NM 87108
E-mail: n5zgt@swcp.com
http//www.swcp.com/~n5zgt

4 | \ his month I am profiling
Brian Kiepura, KC8ESL, of
Solon, Ohio. I met Brian on

America Online about a year ago. He

is a great person, and is extremely

dedicated to Amateur Radio! Brian
became interested in Amateur Ra-
dio when his good friend Matt

Pantages, KB8WPJ, showed him a

copy of a Technician No Code study

guide when they were shopping at a

local Radio Shack store. Soon after,

Brian began studying during his

summer vacation to become a li-

censed Amateur Radio operator. In

August 1996, his work paid off and

he became a Technician No Code! He

upgraded shortly thereafter to Tech-
nician Plus in January 1997, then
to General in February 1998. His
goal is to upgrade to Amateur Extra
by the end of this year. Good luck,

Brian!

As the only amateur in his family,
Brian certainly enjoys the thrill of
talking to people all across the world
for free, without having to leave the
comfort of his Ham shack. When I
interviewed him on the telephone,
he mentioned that talking to people
using the Internet, “just wasn’t
enough!”

Brian spends much of his time
homebrewing equipment, making
contacts and assisting the Cuyahoga
County SKYWARN group, where he
spots and reports foul weather. In
addition to being the vice president
of the nationwide League of Young
Amateurs (LYRA), he is also a mem-
ber of many clubs including the
ARRL, the Lake Erie Amateur Ra-
dio Association, and enjoys operat-
ing on the HF bands and 2 Meters
using CW, SSB and FM. He is also

responsible for helping a 15-year-old
schoolmate, Rob Snyder, KC8FXY,
in becoming part of the Amateur Ra-
dio community! Such involvement in
the hobby has allowed Brian to be
nominated for the American Radio
Relay League’s Hiram Percy Maxim
Award, which recognizes one Ama-
teur under the age of 21 for his or
her dedication to Amateur Radio.

When Brian and I were finishing
up our interview on the telephone,
he mentioned that everyone, both
young and old, should “take the time
to learn CW because it is well worth
it. It creates many opportunities and
allows one to enjoy the thrill of talk-
ing to places such as Tromelin Is-
land,” and other faraway places!

If you would like to meet Brian
yourself, his email address is
ke8esl@aol.com. He would be glad
to hear from you! You may also visit
his web page at http://members
.aol.com/kc8esl. Thanks, Brian, for
your dedication to the Amateur Ra-
dio community!

If you, or someone you know,
would like to be profiled in an up-
coming issue of Worldradio
magazine’s Youth Forum column,
please contact me!

All great things must
come to an end

In November 1996, I took the op-
portunity to become the Youth Fo-
rum columnist for Worldradio
magazine. Now, as a busy college
student and a person heavily in-
volved in Boy Scouting, Amateur
Radio and a job at Sandia National
Laboratories, | have decided that it
is time to pass this opportunity to
someone else.

Being the Youth Forum columnist
has been a great part of both my life
and my Amateur Radio career. I
have met many people, in person,
via U.S. mail and through the
Internet, and have also learned
about just a few of the many excit-
ing experiences Amateur Radio pro-
vides for the youth. I would like to
invite any young Amateur Radio
operator to become the next
Worldradio Youth Forum colum-
nist! Writing for this magazine is a
great experience, and it does not
require too much of a time commit-
ment for those wondering if it does.
However, it does require responsi-
bility because of the deadlines that
have to be met. What can you write
about? Well, considering it could be

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

m or to order...

your column, you can write about
anything you want that deals with
Amateur Radio and will interest,
motivate and encourage young ama-
teurs, such as yourself. Should you .
have any questions or concerns
about what exactly is involved in
being Worldradio’s Youth Forum
columnist, you may contact me at
any of the addresses at the top of
this column. Send along any ques-
tion or concern you may have, and
perhaps even your phone number
and I will be more than happy to
enlighten you! If you are interested
in becoming the next Youth Forum
columnist, please contact Rick
McCusker, KO6DJ, at Worldradio
magazine within the next few
months, but as soon as possible be-
cause November will be the last is-
sue I plan to be writing for. Rick will
take care of selecting the next Youth
Forum columnist. You can find
Worldradio’s address and phone
number by referring to the first few
pages of this issue. It is a fun job, a
great experience and I am saddened
to let it go. But as the famous quote
reads, “All great things must come
to an end.” It unfortunately cer-
tainly does have some meaning.
That does it for this issue! I hope
you all will enjoy your summer! The
HF bands are sounding really good
right about now, so be sure to call
“CQ” and fill some pages in the log-
book! As always, I am open to topic
suggestions and comments from ev-
eryone, so be sure to pass those
along to me! Until next time, 73 de
Brian, N5ZGT

-’

Young Amateurs

Send in your news, features and
ideas. Let your voice be heard in
Worldradio. 2120 28th St., Sacra-
mento, CA 95818

-
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Reflections; a great
QRPTTF

hat panting you hear is a

whole bunch of QRPers just

now catching their breath af-
ter taking part in April’'s QRP To The
Field (QRPTTF) contest — this year
themed “Run to the Borders.”

Sponsored by the NorCal QRP
Club and organized by Joe Gervais,
ABTTT, of Goodyear, AZ, the eight-
hour competition had low power
operators fanning across the coun-
try to operate from the borderlines
of U.S. states and in some cases for-
eign countries.

Operators making contact with a
border station got points for work-
ing two, three, and sometimes four
states/provinces/countries — SPCs
— in just one QSO.

Border stations and their locations
on Gervais’ QRPTTF “hit list” issued
Just before the start of the contest
included: NJ/NY/PA (AA5YX); CA/
OR (W6RA, KE6SLS); WI/MI
(NSWR);, UT/WY (WQYSE); ND/SD/
MN (NQUR, KB@R); AR/MO/OK
(KFBOV, KOBC); VA/TN/NC (N4ROA,
N4DD); AZ/NM/XE (N7DZ, K7NX);
NV/CA/AZ (N6KZ); DE/PA (N4JS);
ID/WA (AB7TK); UT/CO (N@TU);
KY/IL (KS4V); WI/IL (N9ZXL); GA/
TN/NC (W4ED); NH/ME (KB@VCC);
AZ/CO/UT/NM (WA5WHN with
Special Event call sign N4C); RUMA
(WA1QVM); RI/MA/CT (KA1AXY);
TX/OK (K5F0); NM/TX/XE (NA5N,
K501, KI7TMN, KI6DS); OK/MOQ/
KS (KW50K, W@OCH); AZ/NV/UT
(N7CEE, K7ZEN); NC/SC/GA
(K4NK, AE4GX, N2PTW, K4PYM);
ID/UT/NV (WA2IPZ); MS/LA
(AC5JH, W5GIX); MT/WY (AB7CE);
AK/VY1 (KL7JAF).

From the backyard operation here
at nu6SN in Southern California, 40
Meters was full of activity, with bor-
der operations being hunted from
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one side of 7.040 MHz to the other.
It was a thrill to work a Four Cor-
ners (AZ/CO/UT/NM) QRP opera-
tion with Roger Hightower, N7KT,
at the rig.

Interesting, too, was working
some of the solo operators who ven-
tured into the sticks without a bor-
der nearby. On 40 Meters I ran into
good friend Cam Hartford, N6GA,
who was operating QRPTTF with
the Zuni Loop Mountain Expedition-
ary Force call sign K6ZNI from high
in the San Gabriel Mountains north
of Los Angeles. After making the of-
ficial contest exchange, I lamented
to Hartford that I was breaking a
sweat under a relentless afternoon
sun. “It’s snowing here,” he Morsed
back with mock pity. We were only
50 miles apart.

As contests go, “Run to the Bor-
ders” ranks with the very best. Con-
gratulations to the NorCal QRP
Club, Doug Hendricks, KI6DS, and
Gervais for putting on a great show.

AC6UV: QRPacific Crest
Trail operations

Veteran QRPer and outdoorsman
Gody Siason, AC6UYV, of Lakewood,
CA, is putting the rest of his life on
hold to take a hike: the 2,700-mile
Mexico-to-Canada Pacific Crest
Trail.

His backpack manifest includes
QRP gear for 20, 30 and 40 Meters
during the five-month trip, which is
taking him north from the Mexican
border through California, Oregon,
and Washington to the Canadian
border.

Siason expects to keep regular
schedules with fellow QRPers, in-
cluding a weekly Saturday morning
rendezvous on 7.040 MHz at 15302Z.
He'll also be listening for QRPers
sending his call sign, or calling “CQ
PCT.”

A web page is in development for
AC6UV updates and QSL informa-
tion. Meantime, if you have ques-
tions or comments, contact Frank
West, KE6VHM, 18110 Iris Ave.,
Woodcrest, CA 92508, or e-mail:

The Tiny CMOS Keyers: TiCK-1 & TiCK-2
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SEND CHECK OR M.O. IN US FUNDS TO:

EMBEDDED RESEARCH, PO BOX 92492

ROCHESTER NY 14692
http://www.frontiernet.net/~embres

ke6vhm@earthlink.net.

QRP ARCI
membership update

QRP Amateur Radio Club Inter-
national is now offering lifetime
memberships and membership
numbers to local and regional QRP
clubs.

The progam expansion is “a way
for club call signs to be assigned a
membership number to enable the
calls to be used in QRP ARCI con-
tests or other on-the-air activities,”
according to membership chairman
Dave Johnson, WA4NID.

Traditionally, a station’s QRP
ARCI membership number has been
part of the contest exchange during
the organization’s frequent compe-
titions. Now, a local or regional QRP
club trustee can apply for club mem-
bership and receive a membership
number to be used for his or her or-
ganization.

QRP ARCI membership is $15 for
U.S. stations, $18 for Canadians,
and $20 for DX.

For more information write: Dave
Johnson, WA4NID, QRP ARCI
Membership Chairman, 2522 Alpine
Rd., Durham, NC 27707, or e-mail:
WA4NID@amsat.org

Radio Havana goes QRP

Arnie Coro, CO2KX, host of “DX
Unlimited” heard Sundays on Radio
Havana, has been giving QRP some
nice air time. He’s been correspond-
ing via e-mail with several promi-
nent North American QRPers, in-
cluding Paul Harden, NA5N, of
Socorro, NM, who provided Coro
with details of NorCal’'s QRPTTF
competition.

Radio Havana is regularly moni-
tored by shortwave listeners around
the world.

“DX Unlimited” is broadcast Sun-
days at 0130, 0330 and 0530Z on fre-
quencies including 6.000, 9.820 and
9.830 MHz. Harden alerted QRPers
subscribed to the Internet mailing
list QRP-L that Coro starts each pro-
gram “by calling ‘CQ de RHC’in CW.
Easy to find, and always an S-9+
here in New Mexico.”

Announcing:
KL7AQC/QRP
The Alaska QRP Club has been
issued a club call sign: KL7AQC.
According to club officer Bruce
Hopkins, KL7JAF, the new call let-
ters will be used frequently in QRP




Left: Clif Sikes, AB5UA, takes the QRP operating
position on the outskirts of his Earlsboro, OK,
ranch during February’s Freeze Your B___ Off
QRP Contest sponsored by the Arizona
{ ScQRPions QRP Club. Above: A homebrew rig

= running 2 watts on 20 Meters was coupled with a

20-meter vertical during the contest. Sikes oper-
ated in 37-degree temperatures — a good warm-

; 1 up for April’s QRP to the Field Competition.

on-air events.

For more information about AK-
QRP, either visit the organization’s
web page: www.ptialaska.net/
~bhopkins/akqrp/, or drop an e-mail
to: akqrp@eagle.ptialaska.net

QRP Bumblebees a-buzz

The Adventure Radio Society’s
second annual “Flight of the
Bumblebees” competition is set for
26 July, sending scores of QRP op-
erators buzzing to field locations
reached by human power: bicycling,
hiking, rowing, paddling, snow-
shoeing, skiing, for examples.

Multipliers are given for working
the appointed field stations, which
will He signing with “/BB” appended
to their call sign.

Tke contest runs from 1700 to
2100Z, accommodating field opera-
tors in all four U.S. time zones to
give them time to travel to their
sites, set up their station, operate,
and travel back to their home base.

The designated “bumblebees” are
chased by home-based operators
and by each other.

For complete details on the con-
test, exchange and scoring criteria,
visit ARS’ web site: www.natworld
.com/ars or e-mail request to:
nu6SN@aol.com.

In addition to the “Flight,” contest
manager Russ Carpenter, AA7QU,
also administrates the organiza-
tion’s monthly Spartan Sprints, “Top

of the World” VHF and “Power of
One” HF contests, and ARS’ WAS/
PQ (Worked All States / Portable
QRP) program. He can be reached
via e-mail at: russ@nasworld.com.

‘New’ MFJ 90s Newsletter

The MFJ-90’s Newsletter, started
in October 1993 by Joe Falcone,
NB8TI (former AASHV), in conjunc-
tion with the MFJ-90’s Radio Club,
is now being published by Paul
Harden, NA5N, who is also the
newsletter’s new editor.

Harden moves into the post va-
cated by David Luscombe, W5RIF.

A forum for users of the MFJ 9000
series of QRP transceivers and other
related gear, annual subscriptions
to the MFJ-90’s Newsletter are $10
to the U.S., Canada and Mexico, and
$12.50 to DX addresses.

The four-page (8.5x11-inch)
Spring 1998 edition included a wel-
coming note from the editor, an edi-
torial looking at the QRP “State of
the Union,” a comprehensive, step-

TY ELECTRIC RADIO

celebrating a bygone era

In our 10th year, ER is a magazine for those
who are interested in vintage ham/military /
tube-type gear, AM operation and the history
of Amateur Radio. Largest vintage-only
classifieds anywhere! $3 for a sample copy,
refundable towards a subscription.

ER, 14643 County Road G, Cortez, CO 81321

by-step tutorial on how to align MFJ
9000-series transceivers, QRP news
briefs, details on contesting, and
MFJ-90’s Member News.

For more information about the
newsletter or to subscribe, write:
Paul Harden, NA5N, P.O. Box 757,
Socorro, NM 87801, or via e-mail:
NASN@Rt66.com

-

Buy and sell website

Karen Johansen, KC5FCU, of
Metrie, Louisiana, announced that
the ARES National web site has es-
tablished a classifieds page. This, to
help Hams buy, sell or trade equip-
ment. This is a free service, and is
located at www.ares.org — KC5FCU,
Newsline

P
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Satellites

Terry
Douds,
WBSCKI

e-mail: wb8cki@amsat.org

Amateur "‘5’6

344 E. Fifth Ave., Lancaster, OH 43130%

ello everyone — hope your

summer is going well. At the

time of this writing, we are
still anxiously awaiting news con-
cerning a ride for the Phase 3D Sat-
ellite. Negotiations are still ongoing
with the European Space Agency,
and everyone hopes that good news
will be heard soon. However, there
is still a great deal of activity con-
tinuing with other satellites both in
the air and yet to go up. I'll take this
month to cover some of these activi-
ties.

The Techsat team has just con-
firmed that the tentative launch
date for the TechSat-1b is currently
23-24 June. The launch will take
place in Kazakhstan. A telemetry
decode program with more info will
follow shortly.

For those who don’t remember
TechSat, it is a communication sat-
ellite being constructed by an aca-
demic group of scientists and stu-
dents at the Technion University in
Haifa, Israel, and it will feature a
packet store-and-forward mailbox
cperating at 9600 baud. Visit the
TechSat web page at www.technion
.ac.il/pub/projects/techsat.

TechSat-1a was destroyed during
launch in 1997. TechSat-1b is a re-

Make The Right Move
Your Ideas Are Worth Protfecting
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placement for it. Just as a reminder,
the TechSat-1b will be very similar
to the TechSat-1a in the communi-
cations modes. It will use 9600 Baud
FSK (like UO-22/K0-23/K0-25) and
have VHF/L-band uplinks, with the
downlinks in the UHF band. So if
you have a 9600 baud setup opera-
tional, you should have no problems
working TechSat-1b.

If you have been looking for an
“Elmer” to help you with a satellite
project, or have questions about any-
thing having to do with satellite op-
eration, get a copy of the March/
April ’98 issue of the AMSAT Jour-
nal. It gives a complete list of the
AMSAT Area Coordinators through-
out the U.S. and Canada, and for
four countries outside of North
America. The list gives names, calls,
addresses, phone numbers, and e-
mail addresses for all of these vol-
unteers. If you need a hand, give one
of them a call.

How do you get a copy of the Jour-
nal? Join AMSAT. Drop a note to
Martha@amsat.org, or call the office
at 301/589-6062 (FAX 301/608-
3410). She will give you the infor-
mation concerning membership. If
you have no Internet access or a tele-
phone, send her a letter at AMSAT,
850 Sligo Ave., Silver Spring, MD
20910-4703.

John Melton, N6LYT/G@ORX, has
announced the preliminary release
of his Java Satellite Ground Station
Software at www.qsl.net/n6lyt. This
software implements a fully auto-
mated Digital Store and Forward
Satellite Ground Station.

It includes:

KISS Protocols

AX25 Protocols

Pacsat Broadcast and File Trans-
fer Protocols Message Composer

Message Viewer

Orbit Propogation

Satellite Scheduling

Radio Control

L. Carver

SUITE 800
PLEASANT VALLEY CORP.CTR
2024 ARKANSAS VALLEY DR.
LITTLE ROCK,AR. 72212-4139
WWW.ARKPATENT.COM Emall: sdc@arkpatent.com
FAX: (501) 224-8831

1-800-333-IDEA
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Rotor Control

The software has been success-
fully run on Windows/95, Linux, and
Solaris.

John has been successfully using
the software over the last few
months with minimal problems, but
he states that there is still work that
needs to be done. The documenta-
tion, for example, is not yet com-
plete, but there should be enough
there to allow you to get started.
Further documentation for develop-
ers is under construction.

John is interested in receiving
email messages from anyone who
decides to download and run his
software. John may be reached at
n6lyt@gsl.net. He is also interested
in hearing from individuals who
would like to aid in the development
of his Java Satellite Ground Station
Software.

For those of you with Internet ac-
cess, a very interesting development
has occurred, thanks to Bob
Bruninga, WB4APR. Many of you
are aware of the fact that Bob is “Mr.
APRS”, and has been working tire-
lessly on new applications for the
APRS (Amateur Packet Reporting
System). He has worked with many
different people to develop software
which would run on most PC Sys-
tems currently available. He has
been working on establishing a net-
work of linked ground stations to
show the activities on the digital
amateur satellites The following is
the progress on the MIR sites:

Maryland USA on line full time

Madrid Spain  on line full time
Mexico City in work
Texas USA in work
Chicago USA in work
Argentina in work
South Africa in work
Hawaii ?
Taiwan ?
California ?
Australia ?

He is still trying to find links from
Japan and many other areas.

To see the live combined TNC data
stream, TELNET to 199.227.86.221
port 10001, DURING any pass over
Maryland or Madrid. To see the
daily captured PASS files over
Maryland BROWSE to: http:/
web.usna.navy.mil/~bruninga/
mirex.html]

The South Texas Balloon Team is
working on launching BLT-13 on 18
August 1998. It will include a packet
digipeater with 70cm up and down-



links, a Mode A transponder, and a
1.2 GHz TV transmitter with vari-
ous sources available for video te-
lemetry readings. They hope to place
the balloon up approximately
100,000 feet, so those of you in the
south will probably be able to receive
something from this experiment.

For those of you considering ap-
plying for the W4AMI Achievement
Award, the address for submission
has changed again. You should now
send the data to AMSAT at the ad-
dress listed earlier in the article.

If you have Internet access, don’t
forget the Houston AMSAT net is
brought to you weekly via Real Au-
dio now “live,” as well as being
online as a file for two weeks follow-
ing the net date. The file is now
downloadable as well, so you can lis-
ten offline when you want to — in
fact, I'm listening to last week’s net
while I finish typing this column! It's

Three types of Hams?

CLINTON HERBERT, AB7RG

over a year on the BBS network,

and a lot more on just about ev-
ery other mode and Amateur band,
I've seen, heard, and met quite a few
different Hams and attitudes, and
I've come to a conclusion of sorts —
there are three different types of
Hams.

1. The “disgruntled” Ham. This
type of Ham is easy to find. They
are very bitter (for unknown rea-
sons) and really do nothing to help
out their fellow amateurs. What
they do is complain a lot, get angry,
yell and/or cuss at their fellow ama-
teurs, and are a general pain in the
rear. They do not care about Ama-
teur Radio, just themselves. Kind of
depressing when you think about
them for too long.

2. The Ham who wants help and/
or is “new” to Amateur Radio. Now
this Ham could end up like either
the first type of Ham, the third type
of Ham, or just get out of Amateur
Radio out of disgust. (Then we all
lose.) This type of Ham just needs a

I’ve been wondering, after well

Join othar Amateurs - help
the physically handicapped
be Licensed Amateurs

Courage HANDI-HAM System
Courage Center

3915 Golden Valley Road

Golden Valley, MN 55422

a wonderful way to keep up with
current happenings in the satellite
world, and it is brought to you by
Andy MacAllister, W5ACM, and
Bruce Paige, KK5DO. Give it a lis-
ten — you’ll get hooked!

The 13th AMSAT-UK Colloquium
will be held at Surrey University,
Guildford, Surrey, United Kingdom,
starting Friday, 31 July 1998, and
ending on Sunday, 02 August.

This year’s event will include tech-
nical and operational matters as
well as an International Amateur
Radio Union forum.

If you have the opportunity to at-
tend and would like more informa-
tion, please contact R. W. Limebear
G3RWL, 60 Willow Road, Enfield
EN1 3NQ, United Kingdom, or con-
tact him electronically via the fol-
lowing routes: e-mail: g3rwl@amsat
.org; Packet Radio: G3RWL®@
GB7HSN.#32.GBR.EU; Satellite

A016/19/22/23/25.

ICOM is currently touring around
the country in a motorhome promot-
ing their new radio gear, which in-
cludes their satellite radios. They
are traveling to various stores and
hamfests. If you would like informa-
tion concerning their schedule, or
are involved with a hamfest and
would like them to stop by if pos-
sible, contact Pat or Ronnie at ICOM
at 425/454-8155.

My space is quickly running out
for this month. Stay tuned to the
AMSAT News Service bulletins on
the AMSAT Web Site (www.amsat
.org) for current information con-
cerning any upcoming launches.
Keep your fingers crossed for some
good news concerning a flight for
Phase 3D! Keep working the LEOs
and AO-10 (when it’s available), and

I'll look forward to working you soon
on the birds!

helping hand, someone who’s will-
ing to help them set up their sta-
tion or maybe even upgrade! They
tend to find only the “disgruntled”
Hams, and end up leaving the Ama-
teur Radio service. Funny how most
amateurs never even notice this
type of Ham as they slowly fade
away.........

3. The very rare Ham is the Ham
who wants to help out, and does, in
every way that he or she can. This
can be in the form of joining ARES,
becoming a VE, starting up Ham
Radio classes (hey, a No-Code tech
is perfectly qualified to teach!), set-
ting up a Club station, helping out
the community, or helping the sec-
ond type of Ham. Keep in mind that
this third type of Ham is very rare,
and if you find one, don’t lose touch.
Too bad that this type of Ham seems
to be a dying breed. They might not

FCC-approved
copyrlghted designs

I In an
Also | leph Op
Amateur - $14.95° - GROL - 310 96°
In solid oak frame add $10.00°s/h included
LICENSE CERTIFICATION SERVICE
P. O. BOX 340418
SACRAMENTO, CA 966340415
Call us at: 800-79-CERTS (792-3787)
hitp:/iwww.quiknet.com/certs

°CA residents add tax as follows: Musl 1Co l
unframed Amateur $1.16, framed $1.66 d
Grol unframed $1.55, framed $1.94 ~J

be, if a few more “type two” Hams
were helped out by say the “type one
Hams,” if they could get their act
together. Yes, “type three” Hams
care about Amateur Radio, and its
future.

So, which “type” of Ham are you?
Personally, I try my best to be a
“type three” Ham. Food for thought!
— Cedar Valley ARC a3

the best of BEASLEY
by Bob Beasley, K6BJH

A look at Amateur Radio's
light side — whimsical cartoons
rom the pen of Bob Beasley.
Great gift idea, too!

$8.00 plus $2.00 S&H.
CA residents pls add $.62 tax.

WORLDRADIO BOOKS
P.O. Box 189490
Sacramento, CA 95818

Visit Worldradio on the web at www.wréwr.com

WORLDRADIO, July 1998 41




Lorraine S. Matthew, N4ZCF
MARS Call AAA9PR
E-mail: LoriMatt@aol.com

uly is the month in which all

Americans are reminded of

their independence and free-
dom. MARS members have freely
chosen to use that freedom to vol-
unteer to serve their country and all
the people in it. While the sending
of morale and welfare traffic has
been the best known mission of
Army MARS (and is still an impor-
tant mission), the primary mission
of Army MARS remains that of pro-
viding communications support dur-
ing emergency situations — local,
state, national, international. That
primary mission can only be carried
out, however, under the legal man-
dates that are part of every Federal
agency. Under these mandates, Fed-
eral assistance must be requested
by the local, county, or state authori-
ties. Many MARS members wear
two sets of emergency communica-
tions hats, thereby being able to
serve through the channels in which
they can be of the most value.

One area of emergency support
not limited by these mandates is the
sending of information to DOMS
about any unusual occurrences from
the outset with a continuing flow of
information until the cessation of
those occurrences. MARS has a
standing agreement with DOMS to
supply the EEI (Essential Elements
of Information) reports which carry
this information thus eliminating
any need for delay. This provision
of information is the most vital area
of MARS emergency support.

Now the emergency support plan-
ners have valid information on
which to base those plans and emer-
gency support planners have two-
way capability of communication
from the sites of the occurrences.
They never had this advantage un-
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til Army MARS instituted its EEI
program. With an unparalleled geo-
graphic network of highly trained
operators, there is no corner in the
country that is out of reach. In ad-
dition, MARS is available 24 hours
per day 365 days per year. You will
notice that I have not specified Army
MARS in any of this discussion.
Army MARS and DOMS instituted
the EEI report program in 1993 and
have fine-tuned the process ever
since. Air Force MARS and Navy/
Marine Corps MARS have been
added to the program in the true
spirit of interoperability. This is
truly a three-service MARS mis-
sion.

Army MARS has always been
known for its fine support of major
disasters. 1998 has seen much ac-
tivity with the opening of the year
seeing floods, blizzards, tornadoes,
and other natural phenomena. The
service by the Army MARS volun-
teers continues even now with the
operational professionalism that
has long been a hallmark of Army
MARS volunteers.

Volunteer week in April gave all
of us pause to reflect on the role of
volunteers in this country. The vol-
unteers of all the MARS services are
the heart and soul of these services
and are the people who keep the
programs operating so effectively. As
Chief Army MARS, Robert Sutton,
said in a message at that time, “It
is this caliber of human understand-
ing and desire to help our fellow citi-
zens that has made MARS an out-
standing organization.”

Army MARS has a reputation of
being up and operating for all the
major emergencies that require
communications support. Army
MARS has also been called upon to
serve in very localized unusual situ-
ations as well.

A case in point was the Army
MARS support of local authorities
in the tragic school shootings in
Jonesboro, Arkansas. As Chief
Sutton reported the activity in his
Command Net Notes, “Although we
were saddened by the tragedy, most
of us were not aware of the commu-

AMP REPAIR CENTER
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o-mail: omega @ worldnet.att.net

nications support role that Army
MARS provided during the after-
math — the local telephone system
had become completely clogged and
the cellular phone service also be-
came inoperative. Faced with this
situation, Mr. Jeff Shearman,
AAT6JC, requested and gained per-
mission to use the local MARS re-
peater for communications support.
Additional MARS members were
called into action to coordinate Red
Cross and local government opera-
tions.”

Armed Forces Day 1998 was a
great success this year. The overall
results are not available at this writ-
ing. The participation was most
gratifying with many amateurs —
both MARS and non-MARS, mak-
ing crossband contacts and utilizing
the opportunity to copy digital
modes as well.

ARRL Field Day is immediately
ahead of us all. With all of the avail-
able categories, there is no amateur
or MARS member who could not
participate in some way. This is an
important program from an emer-
gency standpoint, from a public
awareness standpoint, and from an
operator development standpoint.
Besides all the serious standpoints,
Field Day is a lot of fun. You might
find yourself out in a field literally,
on top of a mountain (in my area,
you have to be part mountain goat),
at a central location in civilization,
or even tucked away in your own
home. There are categories to fit all
needs and abilities. I encourage all
of you to take part in this annual
event and get to know your fellow
Ham community. The exchanges
will be brief but the geographical
latitude will be wide and most in-
teresting.

Concurrent with and in support of
the ARRL Field Day, MARS will also
be running a Field Day along the
same lines and categories as the
ARRL Field Day. MARS members
are encouraged to participate in
both the Amateur Band search for
fellow Field Day stations as well as
the MARS frequency search for fel-
low Martians (as some people call
us). Come join the fun.

Independence, freedom, all the at-
tributes that make this country
great are alive and well in the ama-
teur ranks and in the MARS com-
munities. Let’s keep that flag flying
and the spirit of America alive.

MARS — Proud, Professional, and
Ready. o<




Visit Your Local
RADIO CLUB

For information on how
to get your club listed in
“Visit Your Local Radio Club,”
plus receive many other
benefits, write to:
Club Liaison,

Worldradio,

2120 28th St.,
Sacramento, CA 95818

ARIZONA

Asizona Repeater Assoclation. P.O. Box
35758, Phoenix, AZ 85069-5758. Operates
20 VHF & UHF rptrs. in AZ, Meets 4th
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., APS Bidg., 21st
Ave. & W. Cheryl, Phoenix. Info: (602) 849-
0851. 9/98

Cochise Amateur Radio Assn.,
(CARA). Meats 1st Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m.
at club facility on Moson Rd., Sierra Vista,
AZ. K7TRDG/R 146.76(-) rptr. PL162.2. 5/99

Old Pueblo Radlo Club, (OPRC). P.O.
Box 42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd
Woed./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med.
Cntr., Grant & Beverly St. in the AZ Rm. of
the Volunteer's Bidg. (1st bidg. on the left
going north off Grant). 2/99

Tucson Repeater Assoc., P.O. Box
40371, Tucson, AZ 85717-0371. Meets 2nd
Sat./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Dept. of Emer-
gency Mgmt., 130 W. Congress. Net Thurs.
7:30 p.m. 146.82(-), 146.88(-), 147.08(+),
448.550(-) & 145.15 Packet. 3/99

CALIFORNIA

Amador County Amateur Radio Club,
P.O. Box 1094, Pine Grove, CA 95665.
Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jack-
son Sr. Cntr., 229 New York Ranch Rd.,
Jackson, CA. Info: call 146.835(-). 3/99

Beach Cities Wireless Soclety. P.O. Box
4018, San Clemente, CA 92674. Meets 2nd
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Ole Hansen
Beach Club, 105 W. Avenida Pico, San
Clemaente. Rptr. 146.025(+) PL 110.9. 7/98

Coachella Valley ARC. Box 11092, Paim
Desert, CA 92255-1092. Meets 2nd Wed./
monthly, 6:30 p.m., Portola Com. Cntr.,
45480 Portola, Paim Desert. Info: Bill Dews,
(760) 346-8611. Net Thurs. 7 p.m.
146.025(+) PL 107.2. 5/99

Contra Costa Communications Club,
Inc., WDEEZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El
Sobrante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd
Sun./monthly (except May & Dec.), 0630,
Baker's Square Restaurant in Richmond,
CA. Info: Ed Caine, KABOFR, (707) 996-
0962. 1/99

Downey Amateur Radio Club Inc.,
W6TOL. Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30
p.m., So. Middle Sch. cafetorium, 12500 S.
Birchdale, Downey, CA. VHF net WEGNS
mptr. 146.175(+) Thurs., 7:30 p.m.  5/99

East Bay Amateur Radlo Club, Inc.
Meets 2nd Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m., Albany
Sr. Cnir., 848 Masonic Ave., Albany, CA.
info: S. Primbsch, (510) 741-8227. 145.11(-)
MHz. 11/98

Fresno Ameteur Radlo Club. Meets 2nd
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Ernie Pyle School,
4140 N. Augusta, Fresno, CA. 146.94(-)
223.94(-). 11/98

Fullerton Radlo Cilub, Inc., W6ULI. P.O.
Box 545, Fullerton, CA 92632. Meets: 3rd
Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Sr. Citizens Cir.,
340 W. Commonwaealth, Fullerton. Net ea.
Tue., 8 p.m. 147.975(-). Info: Bob Hastings,
K6PHE (714) 990-9203. 7/98

Garlic Valley Amateur Radio Club
(GVARC). Meets last Sat./monthly, 8:30
a.m., Gavilan Restaurant near Monterey
exit, hwy 101, Gilroy, CA. info: Hal, AC6LK,
(408) 779-7787. Net Tues., 7:30 p.m. Club
rptr. KETHR, 147.825(-). 9/98

Golden Empire Amateur Radio Society,
(VEC). P.O. Box 508, Chico, CA 95927.
Club call WERHC, rptr. 146.85(-). Meets:
3rd Fri./monthly, 8 p.m. at 1528 Esplanade,
Rm. 101, Chico. 10/98

Livermore Amateur Radio Klub,
(LARK). Meets 3rd Sat./monthly, 9:30 a.m.,
City Council Chamber, 3575 Pacific Ave.,
Livermore, CA. Net Mon. 1900 on
147.12(+). For info: LARK Secretary, P.O.
Box 3190, Livermore, CA 94551-3190.
(510) 846-6513. 1/99

Marin Amateur Radio Club (MARC).
W6SG. Box 151231, San Rafael, CA
94915-1231. Meets 1st Fri./7:30 p.m., Kai-
ser Hosp., Bidg. 2, Terra Linda, CA. (ex-
cept July & Dec.; contact Membership
Chair., Pote Wolford, N6IYU, 924-1578). Sun.
AM Ciub at Red Cross, San Rafael.  9/98

Sacramento “Old Timers” Amateur Ra-
dio Society and Sacramento Valley
Chapter #169 QCWA (Quarter Century
Wireless Assn.). Meets 2nd Wed./monthly,
8a.m., Lyon's Restaurant, 1000 Howe Ave.
For Info contact Paul Wolf, WERLP (916)
331-1830. 12/98

Santa Clara County Amateur Radlo
Assoc., (SCCARA) WEUW & WEUU. P.O.
Box 6, San Jose, CA 95103-0008. (408)
249-6909. Meets 2nd Mon./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Hewlett-Packard, Bidg., #48, 18483
Pruneridge Ave., Cupertino. Net all other
Mon., 7:30 p.m. WEUU/R 146. 385(4)
442. 425(+) PL 107.2.

Shasta Cascade Amateur Radio So-
ciety, {SCARS). 2124 Airstrip Rd.,
Redding, CA 96003. Meets: 3rd Wed./
monthly, 7 p.m. at the C.D.F. Conf. Rm.
Grape St., near Parkview Ave., Redding,
CA. Net 146.64, Wed,, 8 p.m. 10/98

Slerra Foothllls ARC. P.O. Box 1005,
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library
(Beecher Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. nets
7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) PL 94.8, Sun. net 7:30
p.m. 28.415. 3/99

South Bay ARC. P.O. Box 536, Torrance,
CA 90508. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Torrance Memorial Hosp., 3330
Lomita Bivd., Torrance, CA. Talk-in on
WB6EMYD rpt. 244.38(-). Info: (310) 328-
0817. 198

This month .

. Starved Rock Radio Club, from
Leonore, IL, has won an MF. Antenna Analyzer
to share with its members. ' club’s :
was selected at random from our: “Vlsit Your
Local Radio Club” listing.

Motorcycling Amateur Radlo Club.
Meets 2nd Sat./monthly, 8 a.m., Lake View
Cate, 2099 E. Orangethorpe, Placentia, CA,
at 91 Fwy/Lakeview. Info: Ray Davis,
KD6FHN, (714) 551-1038 or (714) 551-
2010. /99

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club. P.O.
Box 23222, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523.
Moeets 3rd Frl./monthly, 8 p.m., Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lalayette, CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. on
147.06(+) PL 100Hz. Info: (510) 932-6125.
7/98

North Hills Radlo Club. Meets 3rd Tue./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Carmichael Elks Lodge,
5631 Cypress, Carmichael, CA. Nets 8 p.m.
Tue., Wed., Thur., 145.190(-) PL 162.2 and
224.400(-). Contact: Bob, AC6HF, (916)
966-3654. E-mail: ac6hi@juno.com or
http//iwww.ns. net/~NHRC 3/99

Orange County Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Orange
County Red Cross, 601 N. Goiden Circle,
Santa Ana, CA. 146.550. Contact Bob
Buss, KD6BWH, (714) 534-2995.  2/99

Polnsettia ARC. Meets 18t Thurs./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., First Christian Church,
Telegraph Road. & Teloma Drive, Ventura,
CA. For info: George Myers, KABWZR,
(805) 644-1131. 4/99

River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./
monthly, 7 p.m., SMUD Blidg., Don Julio at
Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA. License classes
offered. For info contact Lyle, AA6DJ, (916)
483-3293. 9/98

Sacramento Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 7 p.m. Sac. Blood
Ctr., 32nd St. & Stockton Blvd., Sacra-
mento, CA. Info net at noon on rptr. WEAK/
R 146.91(-). Steve Cates, KCE6TEYV, (916)
391-7341 or Les Ballinger, WABEQQ, (916)
393-4775. 2/99

Southern Calitornla Six Meter Club.
P.O. Box 10441, Fullerton, CA 92635, USB
Net Tue., 8:00p.m., 50.150. FM Rpt. Net
Thurs., 7:30 p.m., 52.86/52.36 tx. FM
Smplx calltreq 50300 Net Sun., 10 a.m.

4/99

Southern Sierra ARS. Meets 2nd Thurs./
monthly, 7 p.m., Veteran's Hail, 125 East F
St., Tehachapi, CA. Contact: Caroline,
KD6KMN, (805) 822-5995. 147.06(+),
224.42(-), 145.090(S) Packet. 199

Stanislaus Amateur Radlo Assoc., Inc.
(SARA). P.O. Box 4601, Modesto, CA
95352, Meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Stanislaus Co. Admin Bidg. 145.39(-) PL
136.5, 224.14, 440.225 PL 136.5. 399

Tri-County Amateur Radio Assoc. P.O.
Box 75, Claremont, CA91711-0075. Meets:
2nd Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Covenant
United Methodist Church, comer of Towne
Ave. & San Bemardino Rd. in Pomona, CA.
1/99

Trinlty Country ARC, P.O. Box 2283,
Weaverville, CA 96093. Meets 2nd Wed./
monthly, County School Adm. Bldg. in
Woeaverville, 7:30 p.m., Rptrs: WAGBXN
146.73(-) PL 85.4, WEHOR 146.925(-) PL
85.4. 10/98

United Radio Amateur Club, KEAA. L.A.
Maritime Museum, Berth 84, Foot of 6th St.
San Pedro, CA 90731. Meets 3rd Fri./
monthly (except Dec.), 7:00 p.m. Monitors
145.52 Simplex 10 a.m.—5p.m. 7/98

Vaca Valley Radlo Club. Meets 2nd
Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m. (Board mtg., 7
p.m.) Vaca Fire Dist. Stn.,Vine St. in
Vacaville, CA. Rptr. WDEBUS 145.47(-) PL
127.3. Gerald Grossardt, (707) 447-0869.
5/99

Victor Vailey Amateur Radio Club. P.O.
Box 869, Victorville, CA 92392. Meets 2nd
Tues./monthly, 7:00 p.m., Presidio Recre-
ation Cntr., 11100 Apple Valley Rd., Apple
Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net
Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(-). 2/99

West Coast Amateur Radio Club,
(WCARC). P.O. Box 2617, Costa Mesa, CA
92628. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m.,
Fountain Valley Sch. Dist. oftice, 17210 Oak
St., Fountain Valley, CA. 145.440(-) PL
138.5. For info: Jane, KDBODV, (714) 531-
8707 10/98

Wiliits Amateur Radio Soclety, (WARS).
1712A South Main St., Ste. 73, Willits, CA
95480. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 7 p.m.,
Brooktrails Fire Dept. (northwest of Willits).
Talk-in: 145.13(-), PL 103.5. 9/98

Yolo Amateur Radlo Society. Moets 1st
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Denny’s Restau-
rant, 4120 Chiles Rd., Davis, CA. Contact
Dave Nishikawa, KCGYFG (916) 7586-
6375/Talk-in 144.430. 10/98

Yuba-Sutter Amateur Radio Club,
{YSARC). P.O. Box 1169, Yuba City, CA
95992, Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Yuba City Police Bidg., 1545 Poole Bivd.,
Yuba City. 2/99

COLORADO

Bicycle Moblle Hams of America. 46
states/6 nations membership. Annual
Forum at Hamvention. Net: 14.253, 1st &
3rd Sun., 2000 UTC. Info, sample newslet-
ter: SASE to BMHA, Box 4009-W, Boulder,
CO 80306. 2/99

CONNECTICUT

Tri-City Amateur Radlo Club. P.O. Box
686, Groton, CT 06340-0686. Meets 2nd
Tue./monthly, 7 p.m., St. Lukes Lutheran
Church of Gales Ferry on Rt. 12. Info: Bob
Dargel, KA1BB, (860) 739-8016.  11/98

FLORIDA

Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New
Port Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3852 Prime Place, New
Port Richey. WA4GDN rmptrs. 146.67(-) &
145.33(-), serving all of Pasco County.
10/98

Indian River ARC, Inc., (IRARC). P.O.
Box 579, Cocoa, FL 32926-0579. Meets
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Community
Church of the Nazarene, 400 Crockett
Bivd., Merritt Island, FL. 3/99

Port St. Lucle ARA. Meets 1st Fri./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Church,
Prima Vista Bivd., Port St. Lucle, FL. Con-
tact: Roy Cox, KT4PA, (561) 340-4319. Call
in 146.955(-). 1198

Vero Beach ARC, W40T. P.O. Box 2082,
Vero Beach, FL 32961. Meets 2nd Thurs./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Emerg. Mgmt., indian
River County Adm. Bidg., 1840 25th St. Net
Mon., 7:30 p.m. 146.64. 2/99

Dalton Amateur Radio Club, Inc.,
(DARC). P.O. Box 143, Datton, GA 30722-
0143, Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Magistrate Count Bidg., comer of Waugh
St. & Thornton Avae., Dalton, GA. Info:
Harold Jones, NAOTC, 706/673-2291. 4/99

Blg Island Amateur Radlo Club. P.O.
Box 1938, Hilo, Hi 96721-1938. Meets 2nd
Tue./monthly, 7 p.m., Army Reserve Cen-
ter, 470 W. Lanikaula St., Hilo, Talk-in on
146.88(-). Lunch, 11 a.m. Fridays, Pizza
Hut, Puainako Twn. Cir, 7/98

Emergency Amateur Radlo Club,
(EARC). P.O. Box 30315, Honolulu, Hi
96820-0315. Meets 4th Thurs./monthly, 7
p.m., Lincoin Elem. Sch., 615 Auwaiolimu,
Honolulu. Nets: nightly 7:30 p.m., 146.88
& 146.80. Rptrs: 146.76(-), 146.80(-),
146.88,146.98(-), 146.94(-). Info: (808) 833-
6944, WHBCZB. 1198
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ILLINOIS

Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). P.O.
Box 1532, Evanston, IL 60204. 146.76(-)
PL 107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 114.8.
Ham help line: (773) 262-6773. Info net
Tues., 9 p.m. on 146.78(-). Meets 3rd Wed./
monthly, 8 p.m. 7/98

Dupage Amateur Radio Club. (DARC).
P.O. Box 71, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514.
Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Holy
Trinity Church, SE comer of Cass & Rich-
mond, Westmont, IL. Net Sun., 9 p.m. on
145.25. WODUP repeaters 145.25(-)
107.2PL, 442.55(+) PL 114.8, 224.68(-).
Info: (630) 985-9256 6/99

Fox River Redio League. P.O. Box 873,
Batavia, IL 60510-0673. Meets 2nd Tue./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Old Bank Bidg., 900
No. Lake St., lower leve!, Northgate Shop-
ping Ctr. & Rt. 31, Aurora, IL. 7/98

Hamtesters Radio Club, WSAA. P.O.
Box 42792, Evergreen Park, IL 60805.
Meets 1st Frl./monthly, 8 p.m., Crestwood
Civ. Ctr,, 139th & Kostner, Crestwood, IL.
Nets: Sun. (local) 0100 UTC, 28.410 MHz;
Mon. 9 p.m. 146.43 S., Packet Mailbox
145.65 MHz. Info: (312) 974-3291.  1/99

Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club,
(PAARC). P.O. Box 3508, Peoria, IL61612-
3508. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, Red Cross
Chapter House, 311 W, John Gwynn Jr.
Ave., Peoria, IL. Voice mail: (309) 692-
3378. Rptrs: 147.075(+) & 146.85(-). 6/99

Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251,
Schaumburg, illinois. Meets 3rd Thurs./
monthly, 7 p.m., Rec. Center, Bode and
Springinsguth Roads. (630) 612-9446.
htip;/members.aol.com/sarcradio  10/98

The Starved Rock Radio Club, WOMKS,
P.O. Box 198, Tabor St., Leonore, IL 61332,
Meets 15t Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Rptr. net
7 p.m. Wed./wkly., 147.12(+). 1/99

»
S
©

Baton Rouge ARC. Meets last Tue./
monthly, 7 p.m., Catholic HS cafeteria, 855
Hearthstone Dr., Baton Rouge, LA. Info:
Norma Ramey, WDSGFD, (504) 654-6087.
Club rptr. 146.79(-). 10/98

Androscoggin Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 1st Wed./monthly, 7 p.m., Aubum
Police Station, 1 Minot Ave., Aubum, ME.
Info: (207) 782-8699. 11/98

MASSACHUSETTS

Quannapowitt Radio Assoc., inc.
6 Savin St., Burlington, MA 01803. Meets
3rd Fri./monthly, 8:00 p.m., at Lynnfield-
Wakefield-Lynntield Methodist Church,
Vermnon St., Wakefield. Info: Jim Chamber-
lain, N1AKG, (781) 944-5098. 3/99

MICHIGAN

Adrian Amateur Radio Club, WBTQE.
Box 26, Adrian, M| 49221. Meets 1st Fri./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Civil Air Patrol Bldg.,
Lenawee Co. Airport, Cadmus Rd., Adrian.
ARES net Sun., 9 p.m. 145.37(-). Info: Mark
Hinkleman, NUBZ, (517) 423-5906. 4/99

Genesee County Radlio Club, Inc.
Meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Genesee Area Skill Center, Torrey Rd.,
Flint, Ml. (810) 655-4360. 3/99

MINNESOTA

Viking Amateur Radio Soclety (VARS).
Meets last Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., base-
ment EOC, Waseca, MN. Call-in 146.94(-).
10/68

St. Cloud Amateur Radio Club. Meets
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Radio Club
Bidg., 401 4th St. N., Waite Park, MN
56387. Info: (320) 255-1410, 146.94 or
147.015 or www.wQsv.org/ 2/99

Jackson Amateur Radio Club, inc.
Moeets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Am. Red
Cross Bldg., Riverside Dr., Jackson, MS
39202. 11/98

NEVADA

Frontier Amateur Radio Soclety,
(FARS). Meets: 2nd Sat./monthly, bkist.
mtg. 8 a.m., Country Inn, SE cor. W. Sun-
sat, Valle Verde, Henderson NV. Club info:
Jim Frye, NW70, (702) 456-5396 or Bill
Scarborough, WABASI, (702) 269-9551.
8/98

Wide Area Data Group, Inc. P.O. Box
3132, Sparks, NV 89432, Meets 1st Sat./
monthly, 8:30 a.m., Bonanza Casino/Res-
taurant, 4720 N. Virginia, Reno. Info: (702}
356-8200. Call on 147.30(+) MHz.  5/99

Sierra Intermountain Emergency Radio
Assoc., (SIERA). Meets 2nd Tues./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Carson Valiey United
Methodist Church, 1375 Centerville Ln.,
Gardnerville, NV. Contact: George Uebele,
WWT7E, (702) 265-4278, 147.330 MHz,
11/88

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Great Bay Radio Association,
WB1CAG. P.O. Box 911, Dover, NH 03820.
(603) 749-2970/332-9107. Meets 2nd Mon./
monthly, 7 p.m., Rochester Community Ctr.
Talk-in: 147.57. 199

Port City Amateur Radlo Club,
(PCARC), W1WQM. P.O. Box 1587, Ports-
mouth, NH 03802, Meaets 1st Wed./monthly
{Sept.-June), The Edgewood Citr,, 928 So.
St., Portsmouth. Rptr. 146.805(-) PL 127.3.
7/98

NEW JERSEY

Bergen Amateur Radio Association,
(BARA). P.O. Box 304, Hackensack, NJ
07601. Meoeots 1st Sun./monthly, New
Miltord Elks Lodge, Patroiman Ray Woods
Dr., New Milford, NJ 07646. Nets: 28.350
Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) 9 p.m. Wed. 6/99

The Garden State Amateur Radlo
Assoc., (GSARA). P.O. Box 34, Fair Ha-
ven, NJ 07704. Meets twice monthly/1st &
3rd Wed., 8 p.m., Bicentennial Hall, Cedar
Ave. {off River Rd.) Fair Haven, NJ. Con-
tact: Bob Buus, W20D, (732) 946-8615,
12/98

South Jersey Radlo Assoc., (SJRA),
K2AA. Meets Jan.-Oct., 4th Wed./monthly,
7:30 p.m. (Nov.-Dec. 3rd Wed), Bloomtfield
Fire Hall in Pennsauken, NJ. Talk-in:
145.29(-) rptr. 8/98

NEW YORK

Amateur Radlo Assoclation of the
Tonawandas, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No.
Tonawanda, NY 14120. Meets 3rd Tues./
monthly (except July & Aug.), 7:30 p.m.,
Sweeney Hose Co., 499 Zimmerman St.,
No. Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 146.955(-) rptr.
W2PVL. 11/98

Genesee Radlo Amateurs, (GRAM).
N.Y.S. Civil Defense Ctr., State St., Batavia,
NY 14020. Meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 7:30
p.m. 147.285(+) W2RCX, 1/99

Hall of Sclence Amateur Radlo Club.
P.O. Box 150131, Kew Gardens, NY
11415, Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, Hall of
Sclence Bidg., 47-01 111 St,, Flushing
Meadow Park, 7:30 p.m. Info: Voice mail
(718) 760-2202. 2/99

PROS, Ploneer Radlo Operators Soci-
ety. Meets 1st Wed./monthly, 7 p.m.,
Sardinia Town Hall, Savage Rd., Sardinia,
NY. Net 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 3853 MHz. 3/99

The Radio Club ot J.H.S. 22, N.Y.C,, Inc.
WB2JKJ. P.O. Box 1052, New York,
NY 10002. 24-hr. hotline: (516) 874-4072,
Fax: (516) 674-9600. Non-profit org. using
Ham Radio to enhance the education of
youngsters, nationwide. Join us —“Class-
room Net,” 7.238 MHz, 7 a.m. E.S.T. PSE

asu 10/98
Suffolk County Radlo Club, (SCRC).
Meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 8 p.m., mia

Rec. Ctr., Ruzicka Way, Bohemia, NY. Talk-
In: 145.21(-) rpt. Info: W.S. Black, KB2YAP,
(516) 289-5587. 4/99

Wesichester Emergency Comm.
Assoc., (WECA). Meets 2nd Mon./monthly,
7:30 p.m., Westchester County Cir., White
Plains, NY. Contact WECA INFO. LINE
(914) 741-6606 for details. Talk-in wB2Z1l/
R 147.06(+) PL 114.8/2A. 1198

Yonkers Amateur Radio Club, (YARC).
Meets 2nd Sun./monthly, 10a.m., 1st Pct.,
Yonkers Police Station, E. Grassy Sprain
Rd., Yonkers, NY. Info: P.O. Box 378,
Centuck Sta., Yonkers, NY 10710, (914)
963-1021. 146.865(-), 440.150(+). 10/98

NORTH CAROLINA

Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society.
Meets 3rd Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Meth-
odist College, Fayetteville, NC. Talk-in
146.91/31. Info: Kelly Kanode, NAEWG,
(910) 867-4300. 4/99

Stanly County Amateur Radio Club.
Stanfield, NC. Meets 4th Thurs./monthly, 7
p.m. Talk-in 146.985(-) for location. Wed.
net 8 p.m. 148.985(-). Fri. tech net 9 p.m.
147.390(+). Phone: (704) 888-4815. 5/99

SOUTH CAROLINA

Sumter Amateur Radio Assoc., Inc.
(SARA) P.O. Box 193, Sumter, SC
29151-0193. Meets 3rd Mon/monthly,
7 p.m. Central Carolina Tech. College,
Rm. 102, 506 N. Guignard Dr. Contact:
Deeo, NO®ZTV,(803)499-6315.E-mail:
deebrown @sumter.net. Talk-in 147.015,
9/98

Ashtabula County ARC. Ken Stenback,
WB8KS (964-7316). County Justice Cir.,
Jelferson, OH. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly,
7:30 p.m., County rptr., 146.715(-). 10/98

Clyde Amateur Radio Society (CARS).
Meets 2nd Tue./monthily, 7:30 p.m., Munici-
pal Bidg., Clyde, OH 43410. NFSE rptr.
145.35(-) and 442.625(+) MHz, Net Sun. 9
p.m. Info: E. Remaley, KABCAS. 3/99

OREGON

Central Oregon Coast ARC, P.O. Box
254, Florence, OR 97439, Meets 3rd Sat./
monthly, & every Wed./weekly, 9 a.m. for
breakiast at Lovejoy's/Pier Point inn. Net
Wed. 7 p.m., 146.80(-). Info: 997-2323 or
997-4074, 1/99

Central Oregon Radlo Amateurs,
(CORA). P.O. Box 723, Bend, OR 97709.
Meets last Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Bend Sr.
Ctr., 1036 NE 5th, Bend, OR. 147.06(+)
MHz. Info: (541) 389-7194. 7/98

Keno Amateur Radio Club. P.O. Box
653, Keno, OR 97627. Meets 3rd Thurs/
monthly, 7 p.m., Keno Fire Stn. Rptr.
147.32(+) K7ENO. For info: Tom Hamilton,
WDEEAW, Tel./FAX: (541) 883-2736.
wdBeaw @cdsnet.net 11/98

Umpqua Valley Amateur Radio Club,
inc. P.O. Box 925, Roseburg, OR 97470.
Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Dou-
glas County Court House, Rm. 310,
Roseburg, OR. Info: WEVDF/R 146.90(+)
or (541) 673-2747. 6/99

PENNSYLVANIA

Butler County Amateur Radlo Assn.
P.O. Box 1787, Butler, PA 16003-1787.
Meets 1st Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Boy
Scout Cntr., 830 Morton Rd., Butler, PA.
Call-in W3UDX/R 147.36(+). Net 10:10p.m.
nightly. 11/98

Mercer County Amateur Radio Club,
WA3LIF, P.O. Box 996, Sharon, PA 16146.
Meets 4th Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Shenango Valley Med. Ctr, Farrell, PA. Net,
Thurs. 9 p.m. on 145.35(-) W3LIF, Digi.
145.01. 3/99

TEXAS

Brownsville ARC (CHARRO). Meets
2nd Tue./monthly, 7:00 p.m., Confederate
Air Force Hangar, Brownsville Airport in TX.
Coffee mtg. Sat./weekly, 10 a.m., Days inn,
Hwy 83 & Price Rd. Talk-in on 147.040(+).

VIRGINIA

Southern Peninsuls Amateur Radlo
Klub, W4QR (SPARK). Meets 1st Tue./
monthly Salvation Army Community Bidg.,
Hampton, VA. Repeaters 146.73(-),
449.55(-). VE Exam Info: (757) 898-8031,
WA4RTZ. 2/99

Greater Cincinnati Amateur Radlo
Assn., (GCARA), wW8D2. ARRL SCC,
meets 4th Wed./monthly, 7:45 p.m.,
Brusman'’s Hall, 4813 Vine St., St. Bemard.
Nets: Mon. 145.27-, Thurs. 1,936 MHz, 9
p.m. Info: hitp://w3.one.net~rkuns/
geara.htiml, KBJE (513) 825-2868, W8XS
(513) 474-0287. 12/98

Lake Erle Amateur Radlo Assoc.,
(LEARA). Meets at Dimitri's Rest., (Mid-
Town Shopping Ctr.), Snow & Broadview
Rd., Solon, OH, last Tues./monthly. Dinner
at 6:30, mtg. at 7:30 p.m. (R.S.V.P. to Marv
Grossman 440/349-8398 for dinner by 11
a.m. day of mig.) 4/99

Toledo Mobile Radlo Associstion. P.O.
Box 273, Toledo, OH 43697; (419) 243-
3836. Meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Luke's Bam, Lucas County Rec. Cir., 2901
Key St., Maumee, OH. 147.270(+) Net
every Sun. 8:30 p.m. 2/99

Van Wert Amateur Radlo Club, Inc. P.O.
Box 602, 1220 Lincoln Hwy., Van Wert, OH
45891. Meets 1st & 3rd Sat./morthly, 8 p.m.
Call-in: 146.85(-). 2/99

Western Reserve Radio Assoc. P.O.
Box 81252, Cleveland, OH 44181-0252,
Meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Jenkins Communications Cntr., Main St.,
Olmsted Falls, OH. Info: B. Backman,
NBLXY, Pres., 146.73(-), 444.900(+) MHz.
7/98

Virginia Beach ARC. Meets 1st Thurs./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews United
Methodist Church, Tucson & Princess Anne
Rds., Virginia Beach, VA 23462, 2/99

WASHINGTON

The Mike & Key Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 3rd Sat./monthly, 10 a.m., Salvation
Army Renton HQ., 720 Tobin St., Renton,
WA. Talk-in on 146.82(-) (103.5 CTCSS)
rptr. Doors open at 9:30 a.m, 5/99

WEST VIRGINIA

Jackson County Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., United
Nat'l Bank of Ripley. Net Mon. 9 p.m. on
146.67(-) WDBUNU/R. For info: D. Tennant,
NBZYB, Rt. 1, Box 188, Mt. Alto, WV 25264,
7/98

Tri-State Amateur Radlo Assn. Meets
3rd Tues./monthly, 7 p.m.,The Amarican
Red Cross, 111 Veteran's Memorial Bivd.,
Huntington, WV. 5/99

WISCONSIN

Central Wisconsin Radio Amateurs,
Ltd. Meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
UWSP Science Bidg., A107. Info: Al Mallek,
N9WBS, 246 Georgia St. North, Stevens
Point, WI 54481. Call in on 146.985 or
146.670 5/99
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Communications

Jerry Wellman, W7SAR
P.O. Box 11445

Salt Lake City, UT 84147
e-mail: jw @desnews.com

et’s do a little teaching this

month concerning how to pre-

pare for and conduct an event.
I've received several requests for
“how to” ideas and believe this
might be of some value. I'll define
an event as just about anything you
may be asked to do that involves
others. This includes regular meet-
ings, training presentations, exer-
cises, community events, an actual
response, etc.

You can find a number of texts and
studies on how to plan for and con-
duct an event. There’s even a career
path that delves into project man-
agement — but we’re not talking
this complex an activity. What we
want to do is present a brief guide
to approaching an activity that,
when completed, makes it of value
to those who attend. The reaction
you want from participants is that
they’d be willing to attend again
because it was not a waste of time.

I've used a rather simple four-step
process: plan, implement, evaluate,
revise. There’s nothing complex
about the process and it applies to
every event I've been asked to un-
dertake.

The first step is plan. Here you
define exactly what you’re going to
accomplish. I usually list two or
three major objectives. Limit your-
self to no more than five major ob-
jectives. I once reviewed a training
exercise plan which listed over 50
objectives — far, far too many to
track, implement, or measure. Two
or three is a good number. Part of
the planning is then to decide what
you're going to do to create an envi-
ronment to accomplish your objec-
tives.

The next step is to implement your

plan. This includes getting your ma-
terials together, contacting others to
help, preparing handouts, obtaining
a meeting room or exercise site, etc.
This step is also where you commu-
nicate with your helpers, partici-
pants, your group leadership, and do
any advance publicity as may apply.
An important part of the implemen-
tation is to delegate as necessary
and motivate your helpers as best
you can. The final part of implemen-
tation is the activity itself.

Third in our process is evaluation.
Often you’'ll get immediate feedback
from the participants. If they've
stayed awake and stayed with you
through the whole event you can
learn from their reactions whether
or not your event was worthwhile.
Some activities lend themselves to
a formal evaluation sheet or you
might just contact some of the par-
ticipants in person and simply ask
for suggestions, ideas, and their re-
action to the event.

Finally, you will want to take the
suggestions, your observations, any
ideas, and changes and roll them
into your original plan. This is the
revising step in the process. This is
where you “learn” how to do it bet-
ter for the next time. If you’ve done
well, chances are you will be asked
to do a similar event again and you
want to make it even better.

A test case

Let’s go through a scenario. You've
been asked to conduct a 90-minute
seminar on grab-and-go equipment
for emergency response. In the plan-
ning step, you determine who your
audience will be, how many might
attend, and where the event will
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take place. You decide that your ob-
jectives are to teach the inexperi-
enced radio operator some of the
basics and secondly give the experi-
enced hands some ideas. Based on
previous seminars you know an
overhead projector is needed, as well
as several large tables so you can
demonstrate equipment ideas. You
also know it’s nice to have a couple
of others help with the seminar. You
decide on a tentative outline of what
you want to discuss and list the
equipment you’ll use as show and
tell.

As you implement your plan, you
call a couple of helpers and divide
up the equipment needs. You assign
what topics each will cover and
agree on a time and place to meet to
get set up for the seminar. The event
sponsor will take care of the advance
publicity, the tables, and the over-
head projector. You prepare your
handouts and overhead slides,
gather your gear, check with your
assistants, and when the day comes,
conduct the seminar.

During the seminar you watch the
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participants. You see nodding heads
in agreement as you make particu-
lar suggestions. You are asked many
questions. The experienced partici-
pants offer their ideas that compli-
ment your presentation. After the
formal presentation, many of them
stay around and the discussion con-
tinues. One of the event sponsors
asks if you'd do this again for an-
other group. You get the impression
those attending felt it was worth
their time to attend. You still ask
what they thought and ask for ideas
for “next time.” A couple of experi-
enced folk say they’d like to see more
show-and-tell examples. One of the
“new” guys wants more handouts
with how-to-do-it instructions.

Finally, you take your observa-
tions and the suggestions and revise
your plan for the next presentation.
Over time you become better skilled
at the process and presumably your
presentations also improve.

You can apply this process to
group meetings. Look around your
next meeting and see if the expres-
sions reflect that the meeting was
worthwhile or was a waste of time.
Ask for opinions. Change your plan
as necessary and make the next
meeting even better. Often we do
meetings because “we have to” or
someone “assigned us to.” This does
not mean the effort must lead to a
boring or non-productive event. Suc-
cess in any event is often related to
the time you spent in planning and
preparation before the event and the
extent of evaluation you did follow-

ing the event. These two steps are,
in my opinion, the most important.

Family Radio Service

Let me put in a plug again for the
General Mobile Radio Service
(GMRS) and the Family Radio Ser-
vice (FRS). These two services op-
erate on UHF-FM in the 462-467
MHz range and even share some fre-
quencies. GMRS requires a license
from the FCC and allows you to use
increased power, base and mobile
stations, and use repeaters. FRS
does NOT require a license but lim-
its you essentially to portable use
with limited power. Each service has
advantages and drawbacks.

FRS radios are getting cheaper by
the day. You share ten channels with
all users (a problem in congested
areas) and you can use this for fam-
ily or business. The range is poor
because you're limited to portables
and less than a watt of power. It's a
quick-and-easy way to set up short
haul links without licensing prob-
lems. I'd recommend these for base
camp or command post coordina-
tion.

GMRS gives you ability to use
base stations, gain antennas, mo-
biles, increased power, and repeat-
ers. It involves a little more plan-
ning because you also need a license.
GMRS is only licensed to individu-
als which means your club, busi-
ness, or government agency cannot
get a license. Users are limited to
members of the immediate family so
you cannot legally lend your license
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to others in the group. With some
planning, a number of your group
could become licensed and use the
service as an auxiliary channel for
coordination and logistics. Many
public safety volunteers make good
use of GMRS and it’s a great way to
coordinate between volunteers of
diverse, but coordinating, groups.
(As a side note, the FCC did grant
licenses to organizations in years
past and continues to renew those
licenses. Some groups still have
those licenses and they allow group
members to use GMRS for group
business. The FCC does not cur-
rently issue new organizational li-
censes in GMRS — so if your group
has one, it’s a good idea to renew it
and keep it current.)

One example would be working
with Radio Emergency Associated
Communications Teams, or REACT.
Often considered only a Citizens
Band Radio Service group, REACT
often gets involved in emergency
events and GMRS is a good way to
coordinate.

Getting involved

Some of you have written asking
how to get your Amateur Radio
group involved in more traditional
groups’ emergency activities. My
answer is to simply call them and
look for ways your groups can work
together. Your first step is to attend
some of their training sessions and
perhaps play a small role in an ex-
ercise or two. The key is to take tiny
steps and do an effective job as you
discover your niche.

Sheriff groups, Civil Air Patrol
squadrons, government agencies,
and private groups such as Moun-
tain Rescue, are all often reluctant
to invite “the public” into their circle
of responsibility. Sometimes it is to
protect their turf and other times it
is a fear of the unknown. You’ve got
to prove you're not a threat to what
they do and must show you can ben-
efit their effort.

Communications is often the weak
part of any response and often what
Amateur Radio does best. From my
experience with public safety, CAP,
and volunteer groups, communica-
tions is critical but often done poorly
if NOT done by Amateur Radio. Let’s
look at your typical CAP or sheriff
group. Their emphasis is most likely
on flying or technical rescue and
that’s where they spend most of
their money and time. You, as a ra-
dio person, spend your time on ra-



dios, feedline, antennas, and the
like. You're probably not going to buy
an airplane to carry your radios
around in and you're not going to
rappel into your communications
center. You're not a threat to their
search and rescue focus. The key is
to integrate with the group in a non-
threatening manner.

Sometimes it’s almost impossible.
Many groups are highly territorial
and will not admit they either don’t
know it all or cannot do it all. These
groups often get offended if you even
suggest that you could help them.
You must also guard against this
attitude in your group. I once heard
from a Mid-Western group that be-
came highly upset when another
radio group was started within the
same county. Each group would jam
the other group’s events, make rude
comments, and generally re-enact
the Hatfield/McCoy battles. The bot-
tom line is that both groups were
finally ignored and the radio service
in question still retains a black eye.
The sad part is there was far too
much for one group to do and they
could easily have cooperated and
contributed greatly to the public ser-
vice arena.

My best suggestion is that you
work through a governmental
agency. Most agencies are, at some
level, led or influenced by an elected
official. If you can get your foot into
a door, you often get the chance to
prove your mettle. Again, start slow,
do a good job, and make a name for
yourselves. If, for example, the
county emergency services inte-
grates you into their responses, you
can often then begin to work with
the sheriff and the sheriff SAR
teams. It takes time. It takes work.
It takes a lot of doing little things
right, but it’s the only way I know
that you can get involved on a regu-
lar basis.

Gadget happy

Years ago when I would report to
work as a police dispatcher, my first
task was to tidy up my operating
area. As I look back on why I did
what I did, it was simply removing
distractions and gadgets. I could do
my job better when I focused on the
task at hand. But I didn’t learn the
lesson of having too many distrac-
tions until later in my communica-
tions life.

In the mid-1970s I built what I
thought was a super station. I was
the CAP’s state communications of-

ficer and literally filled one room
with gear. It took several years but
I saved my hard-earned money and
purchased six Heathkit HW-18 ra-
dios. (They were state-of-the art
then!) These radios were loaded
with tubes and kept the room nicely
heated. The various antennas al-
lowed me to monitor vast areas of
the country, or so I thought.

As I was cleaning out some stor-
age boxes last week I found a photo
of that “radio room.” It brought
memories of vast amounts of time
spent keeping the equipment opera-
tional but not much time operating
the equipment. I was always tweak-
ing and tuning and replacing tubes.
The room needed some special wir-
ing to handle the load and before
long there were simply too many
gadgets to efficiently operate. These
HW-18s also generated copious
amounts of audio static making it
almost impossible to focus on traf-
fic on any one particular channel.

The lesson learned was simply
simplify. As you construct mobile
command centers, emergency com-
munications trailers, or pack your
gear for field deployment, carefully
consider the distraction, or gadget,
factor. We're obviously not going to
leave all our gadgets home, but use
some common sense in deciding how
many you’re going to include.

A critical factor is the setup and
“fiddle” time required for a non-es-
sential gadget that you've placed as,
a critical link. For example the re-
mote switch someone took to a field

comm center. It was great, during
the rainstorm, to remotely select
antennas from inside the tent. How-
ever, the gadget was homebrew and
poorly constructed. It often did not
correctly select the desired antenna
and caused equipment failure when
two transmitters’ outputs were con-
nected directly together when the
gadget glitched. We spent valuable
time trying to get this gadget to
work or trying to fix it. It might have
been uncomfortable connecting an-
tennas in the rain but more efficient
to the operation than having dam-
aged equipment and associated dis-
tractions with the additional gadget.

When you add components you
increase the number of failure
points. A simple setup is easier to
use, maintain, get operational
quickly, and to troubleshoot. I've of-
ten discovered that system complex-
ity creates its own problems. When
you set up a communications system
or site, ask yourself, is this addi-
tional item needed and what will it
contribute to the purpose of the in-
stallation? Often you’ll discover sim-
plicity saves time and creates fewer
problems. You might have to go out
in the rain but that outweighs hav-
ing the whole setup fail.

Keep it simple.
Until next month, have a great
summer. Get out in support of Field
Day, find ways to be of service, dis-

cover ways to do better what you do.
Best wishes from SLC! Iy
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Ace Jansen, NSAHA

| 42857 Hollywood Park Pl., Ashburn, VA 22011 |

e-mail: jansens @tidalwave.net |

— — — 1

Dayton 98

y dad, Bill, K2HVN, and I

made my first pilgrimage

to Dayton and it was “awe-
some baby!” Something for everyone
and a county hunter forum and
county hunter dinner to boot. I
counted roughly 100 folks at the
county hunters forum at the Day-
ton Hamvention. John Sebastian,
NB8BGF, kicked things off by intro-
ducing Jim Glasscock, WOFF, who
spoke about Mobile Amateur Radio
Awards Club (MARAC) and the
MARAC officers.

Pete Peterson, K4QFK, then filled
in for MARAC Award’s Chairman,
Roger Purdy, W2NWL, and gave a
summary of all the MARAC awards.
There are 38 different awards (some
multiple awards with the same
name, but different subtleties).
Rather than discuss all 38 awards
here, if you're interested in learn-
ing more about the awards, please
send a self addressed stamped en-
velope (SASE) with 55 cents post-
age to Roger, W2NWL,1 B Potomac
Ln, Whiting, NJ 08759. I will tell
you that MARAC has awards for
contacting counties multiple times,
for 5-band and YL chasers, for CW
operators, and for mobile achieve-
ment. Perhaps the most economical
news is MARAC does not require
QSL cards to qualify for their
awards.

Pete also talked about MARAC's
sponsorship of county hunters con-
tests and the regional mini-conven-
tions and National convention. Pete
talked a little about county hunting
tools such as the coloring books and
county hunter software. The major-
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Bob Voss,
N4CD, gives
county hunter
forum talk at
Dayton
Hamvention 98.

ity of county hunters using logging
programs are using KWIKLOG by
KJ4EJ (see information below).
Cliff Taylor, WB4FBS, spoke
about this year’s National conven-
tion in San Antonio, TX from 01 July
to 04 July. MARAC is hosting the
convention from the Omni Hotel, a
20-floor hotel with the hospitality
suite on the 20th floor. Cliff has lots
of plans for this convention and says
the 20th floor is a great place to
watch fireworks on the 4th after the
banquet. If there’s a chance you can
attend this event, write Cliff at
22707 Red Mountain Dr, Elmendorf,
TX 78112-6034 (e-mail:
wb4fbs@aol.com) and tell him you
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would like some information about
the convention. If you miss this
year’s convention, the MARAC con-
vention in 1999 will be in Coeur d’
alene, ID and in Michigan for 2000.
Bob Voss, N4CD, gave the main
talk on county hunting. Although
most of the audience were existing
county hunters, a few folks were
just checking out county hunting

to learn more about it. Bob an-
swered the question, “what
is county hunting?” by first
describing county hunting
as fun. He then explained
that county hunting pro-
vides a valuable emer-
gency and priority net,
opportunities to
achieve awards and to
help others, and pro-
vides fellowship at
mini-conventions and
the national conven-
tion. Bob contrasted
county hunting from

DXing by saying

county hunters go out

of their way to help
other county hunters.
Bob gave some tips on
“running” counties mo-
bile or operating as net
control. He also gave
some survival tactics to
operating on the CW
county hunters net. I will
take Bob’s comments and other op-
erating tips and provide more de-
tails in a future article.

One question asked when Bob con-
cluded his talk was, “what about 75
Meters?” Years ago, the county hunt-
ers had a nightly net on 75 Meters
(3.943 and 3.865 MHz were previ-
ous net frequencies) and it was very
popular. Unfortunately, the net is
not in operation today. Most felt the
reason the net did not survive was
battles on 75 Meters to keep a fre-
quency and the general decline in
county hunters interested in 75
Meters. Hopefully, we will see a re-
surgence of the 75 Meter county
hunter net soon. By the way, K9GTQ
contacted all 3,076 counties on 75
Meters, due in large part to the 75
Meter CH net.

It was great to visit Dayton and
see some fellow county hunters.
County Hunters seen at Dayton:
N8BGF, K2HVN, K6PJ, WD5AAH,
NOAKC, WDIEJK, NODIA, WOFF,
KC8FFD, KJ8V, KM8U, K4QFK,
wosUQ, WDS8CTX, WD9GBH,
WIGUY (ex WDIDCZ), AAICW,




WDSAGC, WD8SMUYV, KEI9IT,
N9YDQ, WSLLY, WB2SLV, WUA4S,

VE3EXT, W3XE, N8STF, K1ER,
KF9WI, KBOAIT, KM4FO, KN4S,
WD9HBY, K9IA, AI5P, N4CD,
N4JR, KD8HA, KD8HB and
W40OWY. I may have missed a
few...my apologies!

KWIKLOG for Windows

The one county hunter program
that is still supported and planning
an upgrade is KWIKLOG PLUS. It
provides a county hunter contact
logging and awards tracking for all
MARAC awards and the USA-CA.
If all you need is software to track
the USA-CA, a version of
KWIKLOG called KWIKLOG Lite is
available for free on the internet
[http://www.countyhunter.com/
kwiklog/download.htm].

KWIKLOG was created in 1992 by
Willis, KJ4EJ for his personal use
in tracking the 5-Star Award, which
at the time of the awards inception,
was not tracked by any of the major
logging programs then available.
The increase in popularity of the 5-
Star Awards program brought about
many requests from county hunters
for the KWIKLOG Program, which
was provided to county hunters free
for the asking. Then requests for
added features started pouring in,
and by late 1993, KWIKLOG had
become a larger program.

Continuing support and addi-
tional development costs started to
escalate rapidly and for the first
time in 1995, it became necessary
to assign a cost to the program. Be-
cause of KWIKLOG’s determination
to stay abreast of the needs of county
hunters, it’s user-friendly screens,
and it’s dedication to customer ser-
vice, the program has evolved to
become the county hunter’s fore-
most and widely used logging pro-
gram for county hunters available
today.

The program is now being distrib-
uted in Version 9.06 on six - 3 1/4”
diskettes by Priority Mail with a 60-
page illustrated Operating Manual
at a cost of $42.06 plus $2.94 Florida
sales tax of 7%. The new county line
feature, described in “What’s New”,
is now a standard feature in all
KWIKLOG PLUS program distribu-
tions!

KWIKLOG PLUS automatically
maintains 17 different awards in-
cluding, USACA, Master County
Hunter Award (Bingo), Mobile YL,
All SSB, All CW, Big Rigs, Teams,

Master Gold, Millionaire, 5-Bands
(10-15-20-40 80), 5-Stars, Transmit-
ted counties, and a Special Book of
your own design.

A book is the term used to repre-
sent a listing of all 3,076 counties of
the USA used for most awards. The
program determines the eligibility
of all calls worked for the various
awards, and automatically places
the QSO data “in the books” as you
Post your log. All books tracked are
fully maintained and can be edited,
needs viewed, and printed!

Four different call databases are
maintained, one of which is by your
own design. The program also ac-
cesses from within, Peach3, SamCD,
and most other widely used call da-
tabases. The program is shipped
with an up to-date list of all USACA
numbers, calls and upgrades as well
as a file of approximately 1200 ac-
tive county hunters, which is used
to expedite the logging of QSOs.

A minimum of typing is required
for operation of KWIKLOG. Enter
the two letter State abbreviation,
the Call worked, the first letter of
the county, signal report and if log-
ging “live” that’s about it except for
pressing the enter key!

Also found in KWIKLOG on the
Utility Menu are a number of sub
routines used by amateur radio op-
erators including DXCC, the com-
plete ARRL countries list, Fre-
quency Authorization lists, Prefix
Allocations, MARAC information,
WAS, Capitol cities worked, QSL
card inventory and a “Shack” inven-

tory program excellent for insurance
purposes. Also included are lists for
Last County awards sent and re-
ceived, and for the true computer
guru, a program for handling the
Net Control list of mobiles, etc.

If county hunters do it, then so
does KWIKLOG PLUS! A help file
is available at most menu screens
for help on the subject of the menu!
The program does not support
mouse operation. (That will come in
the KWIKLOG PLUS for Windows
version in 1998)!

KJ4EJ plans to conduct seminars
in July 1998 at the MARAC national
convention in San Antonio, TX on
computer logging and will demon-
strate KWIKLOG PLUS for Win-
dows 3.1 , Windows 95, and Win-
dows 98. KJ4EJ does not plan to
release the program until the pro-
gram is first demonstrated at San
Antonio in July 1998. The Windows
version of KWIKLOG will be avail-
able for sale at $65.00 following the
convention! (Upgrades will be avail-
able for $20.00, $30.00 or $45.00 -
depending on what version you
started out with. ($65.00 minus
what you paid originally).

If you have a lot of QSOs in an-
other logging program, perhaps
KJ4EJ can convert those log files for
inclusion in KWIKLOG PLUS! For
more information, write Clarence A.
Willis Jr, 5819 Peaceful Pass,
Groveland, FL 34736 or send him
an e-mail; kj4ej@aol.com.

Until September, happy hunting!
73, Ace, N3 aha! Qﬁ
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Upcoming traffic

etween the Florida ‘Sun and

Fun EAA Fly In’ (April) and

the ‘CNE, Canadian National
Expo’ in August, Special Event sta-
tions seem to take the Summer off.
Of course we still get to relay lots of
Mother’s and Father’s Day, as well
as Happy Fourth of July, messages.
Keep traffic handlers busy and send
traffic.

HXE

I mention in the last column that
K4DOR, here in Virginia, reported
that 9 out of 10 of his messages with
HXE in the preamble did indeed get
a reply. This resulted in a letter from
N1LAH in Wayland, MA. Ralph
says that he was surprised to hear
this. He reports that, “I always ask
the addressee for a return message
whenever delivering a message with
HXE and/or ARL Seven, and get
only a 50% response. The others just
decline and/or say they will call the
sender on the phone, or drop them
a note.” This is par with my own ex-
perience. Perhaps the difference is
that K4DOR has built up a local cli-
entele who send messages to folks
who want them and who want to
reply. Probably on the other end of
those who generally reply would be
the person who gets a message from
someone they don’t know; i.e., ros-
ter traffic (a member of an organi-
zation sending folks on the roster a
message). The paradox is that while
we, as a society, are not listing our
phone numbers and/or are using an-
swering machines to screen calls, we
then get ‘online’ and chat with com-
plete strangers and discuss our in-
nermost secrets.

Ralph adds he has become frus-
trated with the lack of response he
gets when he adds HXC (report date
and time of delivery to originating
station) in the preamble. His reason
for doing so is excellent. “I like to
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indicate HXC whenever I'm origi-
nating traffic for someone for the
first time. It is quite impressive
when, within a day or two, I can re-
port back to the sender the time and
date their message was delivered.
The impact is lost when I get no re-
sponse and have to trace the mes-
sage to each station who handled the
traffic along the way. In fact on sev-
eral occasions I have been unable to
trace the message because I have
received no response to my query to
a station that I know received the
message.”

This corresponds exactly with my
experience. My husband’s and my
extended families reside in Califor-
nia. Messages to them just disap-
peared. Traces were never an-
swered. My understanding, after
numerous inquires, is that due to a
lack of Section Level nets, traffic is
fed into a packet system. Once on
packet, no one is responsible. There
are great PBBSs and not so good
ones. But that’s another story. Per-
haps we need a list of Top Op traffic
PBBSs throughout the country.

Ralph suggests we might make an
informal survey on using handling
instructions. This would indeed be
interesting. We have a special event
station working a local mall during
Christmas each year here in Vir-
ginia. I have tried to get them to do
just that. Unfortunately, they al-
ways seemed interested but never
got around to doing it. So, all Spe-
cial Event stations — go for it, and
let us know your results. If the traf-
fic being moved is great, just sample
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