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The System...
bY 27 27 b rriod

The components you see were designed for
the perfectionist. They are expensive. They
are the finest we know how to make...which
means they are the finest you can own. Each
epitomizes its genre and offers maximum
convenience and unequalled performance.

The PA-7 STASIS Power Amplifier has an un-
canny ability to power exotic loudspeakers.
The more exotic the speaker, the more it
(and you) will appreciate the PA-7.

The ST-7 AM/FM-Stereo Tuner features an
advanced Schotz NR system which enables
it to receive stereo broadcasts where they
could never be heard before.

The CR-7A Discrete Head Cassette Deck is
the finest example of cassette recording
technology ever produced—auto calibra-
tion, playback azimuth alignment, and a
natural clarity that must be heard to be
appreciated

The OMS-7AII Compact Disc Player
expands the horizons of digital sound with a
smooth transparency and the incredible
depth and detail that only Nakamichi digital
technology could impart.

And now, the CA-7A Control Amplifier-—
arguably the most sophisticated preamplifier
ever conceived—places control of the entire
Series-7 System at your command. ..from
wherever you happen to be.

If you are in a position to invest in the finest
in recorded sound, you will find Series-7
Components at a nearby Nakarrichi dealer.

nNakamichi

NakamichiUSA. Corporatn&“l9701 Soutn Vermont Ave.,
Torrance, CA 9G502 (213) 538:8150 -
STASIS is atrads of Threshold Co
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- Zound of Nakamichi

Formidable
Performance

= o Why settle for e ordinary when you =an have the

’&fmdable performance of
Naxamich#Mobile Sound!
d pﬁ&o Mobile Tuner/Cassette Dezks
"7 %g1e thémost affordable front 2nds
h /#Nakamichi ever creatad.
Yet they Tg-asmidable performers!
Their grecig®nunidirectional” fransport with
countervrotating flywheels eliminates
“bidirectiona azimuth error” and irons out the
roughest roads for smooth stable sound
and unbeatable treble response.
A unigue’ “nan-oinching” tape guide minimizes
: ik -~ modulztion noise for crystal clarity.
y. s And you have a chroice of equalization and Dolby*-B/C NR
P to hardl2 all your tapes perfectly.
A new Quartz-Syrthasized Tuner with Au:o-Seek, Manual
and Preset turing locks inon your favorite stations |
while an Auto-3=2paration/Soft-Mute continuously
provides the best possible r=ception.
on't'settle for :he ordinary when yau can have
TD-400/TC-800 Mobile Tuner/Cassette Decks
Formpidable performers...from Na<amichi!

S:erting at under $400.

Nakamichi

~Nakamichi U.S.A. Corporation 1€50- South Vermont Avenue, Torranee, CA 90502 (213) 538-8°50

*TM Dolby Laboratories
Erger No. 54 on Reader Service Card




" VARIATIONS ON A THEME

Fine furniture from CWD
handmade of select
natural hardwoods, hand
finished with care,
outfitted with precision
hardware. And CWD
cabinets are good
investments. Our
modular concept lets you
select cabinets and
accessories to create
your own unique system
of cabinetry... a system

you can add to and
rearrange as you
enhance your audio and
video systems.

The theme: the finest in
furniture. The variations:
with CWD's modular
designs, they're up to
* you. See for yourself, call
toll free 1-800-323-2159
) for the dealer nearest
Y ; 3 o you. {In Hlllinois, call
. e SIS (312) 563-1745.)

in Drk Oak, Natural ak and Natural American Walnut

HIGH PERFORMANCE MODULAR FURNITURE THAT
KEEPS PACE WITH YOUR ELECTRONIC SYSTEM

CustoM WOODWORK & DESIGN INC.

FINALLY — CABINETRY FOR AUDIOPHILES

Imagine cabinetry designed for proper air
circulation, easy access to equipment and
convenient wiring. A surge-protected outlet strip,
heavy duty casters, a drawer for accessories,
cable clamps, adjustable shelves and an easily
removable back using brass thumbscrews

all as standard |
Talwar offers these as well as state-of-the-art | ~sh
vibration isolation, power filtering, electrostatic |

control, time delay power-up, equipment cooling
and grounding bus bar. All designed integrally
into the cabinet or available separately.

Form and function intertwine. Talwar cabinetry { | !
is handcrafted from solid woods and styled in Ny
clean, elegant lines. You have a wide choice of |
woods, dimensions and options, such as marble. L ke

Talwar—a new concept in audio cabinetry. L\ | M
Call or write us for more information. \

TAIWAR s

311 West Point Terrace West Hartford, CT 06107 U.S.A. (203) 521-2263
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The Speaker Specalists

“The Genius of Matthew Polk
Creates Better Sounding Loudspeakers”

We Are the Speaker Spedialists
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Polk Audio’s dedication to quality is apparentin every de
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The Speaker Specialists ®

“Polk’s Dedication to Quality
Results in Dramatically Better Sound”

State-of-the-Art Technology, Performance and Value

eareTheSpeaker Specialists!

Polk speakers are designed better, built better and sound better!
That should come as no surprise because high quality speakers
are Polk’s specialty. Appropriately Polk has been officially and
exclusively authorized by the U.S. Government to call itself “The
Speaker Specialists.” It is common knowledge that if you want to
do something better than anyone else you have to specialize. We
specialize in speakers, so that we can build them better to sound
better. Just ask the experts, like Musician Magazine, who said Polks
are “Vastly superior to the competition.

Hear for Yourself Why Polk is #1

Last year, for the 3rd vear in a row, Polk was selected as the #1
loudspeaker manufacturer (among a total of 74) in the Audio
Video Grand Prix Award voting, This prestigious competition is
voted on by the audio industry itself (much like the Academy
Awards) to single out products that best exeniplify the state-of-
the-art in audio, combined with benefits and value for you, the
listener. Polk builds a wide variety of superb sounding speakers to
suit different needs and applications, lowever, the ultimate goal
is always your total musical satisfaction. Musician Magazine said
“Our advice is not to buy speakers until vou hear the Polks.” Do
it soon. Hear for yourself why Polk is #1!

Polks “You Are There” Musical Quality

At Polk we feel that the most important goal of loudspeaker
performance is the ability to recreate the illusion and excitement of
a live musical performance or sonic event. Objective performance
tests are important, and innumerable lab tests document the
outstanding measurable performance of the Polk loudspeakers. But
more importantly Polk loudspeakers excel in their ability to make
your music come alive. When you listen to a pair of Polks it seems
like you are there at the live event. The loudspeakers disappear in a
life-like, three-dimensional panorama of musicians performing in
your room.

Polk’s World Class Technology

You will find award winning state-of-the-art technology and
performance in every Polk speaker system from the least to the
most expensive. Polk Audio’s many technological triumphs have
been well documented by an uprecedented series of rave reviews
around the world (copies are available). In addition, Polk
loudspeakers have been honored by winning the Audio Video
Grand Prix for the last 5 vears and being selected for the
prestigious CES Design and Engineering Exhibition for the last

Polk’s Design Goals Give You
Better Sounding Speakers

Polk Audio’s design goals were all
selected to achieve better sound in
your home and give you the greatest
listening pleasure and long term sat-
isfaction from your music, records
and hi fi,

Open, lite-like, three dimensional
imaging

recreates the spine tingling excite-
ment of musicians actually playing in
your room, with height, depth and
placemeni across the sound stage.

Smooth, accurate frequency
response

across the entire audible range pro-
vides you with natural, non-fatiguing,
easy-to-listen-to sound.

Oynamic bass performance

Your speakers will rattle the windows
when a kick drum or low organ pedal
calls for it. but will also reproduce all
the subtle delicacy of plucked or
bowed string bass or cello.

Uitra wide sonic dispersion
ensures that you will receive optimal
sound through your listening room.

Instantaneous transient response
means your music will be crisply
reproduced with life-like clarity and
detail.

High efticiency and power handling
Your Polk ioudspeakers can be used
with virtuaily any amplifier or re-
ceiver, large or small. They will play
very loudly if desired, but also sound
exceptionally clear at low volume
levels.

Optimal performance in your room
Polk speakers are easy to position
and are designed to provide superior
performance in your listening room.

Unit to unit consistency and
long-term sonic integrity

are assured by comoletely testing
every ioudspeaker. Your Polk speak-
ers will sound as good as the
laboratory prototypes.

Extended Lifecycle engineering
means your Polks will deliver
optimum performance for many,
many years.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.

8 years in a row (ar: unprecedented accomplishment). What is
the secret? Polk builds each and every loudspeaker with the same
world class standards of construction quality and dedication to
sonic performance accuricy.

Polk Delivers Unexcelled Value

There is one aspect of Polk products which is almost totally
unique among high technology state-of-the-art loudspeaker sys-
tems, and that is the concept of value. In addition to superior
performance and advanced technology, Polk loudspeakers also
ofter more uncompromised performance per dollar than any other
speakers on the market. If you're looking for life-like musical
quality, world class technology and unexcelled value, Polk
loudspeakers are your obvious choice.

Polk Technology Serves Music and You

The ultimate goal of every Polk loudspeaker is your total
musical satisfaction. Every detail is painstakingly attended to in
order to achieve this. Human creativity and computer accuracy
have been combined to design loudspeakers of unexcelled musical
quality. The advance technology drivers and cormplex crossovers
were all designed and are manufactured to meet exacting and
rigid specifications. The beautiful cabinet work is a joy to behold.
Each of the critical operations involved in constructing a Polk
loudspeaker is carefully executed by skilled, highly trained
technicians. Polk’s unique Cidac computerized 100% quality
control program checks every important performance parameter.

Technology in the modern world serves many purposes. At Polk
Audio, technology truly serves music, and you.

Sonic Superiority Has Made Polk Audio the Most Honored Name in
Loudspeakers.



SDA SRS
$1395.00 es.

SDA SRS 2 NN — - T
sss‘smo ea. Digital Disc Ready

Matthew Polk with his AudioVideo Grand Prix winning SDA SRS and latest Technological Triumph: the extraordinary
SDA SRS 2, honored with the 1986 CES Design & Engineering Award.
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The Speaker Specialists ®

“The Genius of Matthew Polk Greates
The Ultimate Loudspeaker for You”

“Spectacular. It is quite an experience.”

or the last four vears, Matthew Polk has been driven by an
all consuming passion: to develop the ultimate SDA loudspeaker
which fully realized the sonic potential of his revolutionary SDA
TRUE STEREO technology.* Thousands of man hours and
hundreds of thousands of dollars have been spent in his single-
minded pursuit of this goal. The extraordinary result of his quest
is now available in handcrafted limited quantities, for those
discerning listeners who seek the absolute state-of-the-art in
musical and sonic reproduction.

The Joy of Owning the Ultimate

The SDA Signature Reference Systems are Maithew Polk’s own
dream speakers. You 100 can share and experience his dream. He
is 50 proud of the SRS's that each one bears his signature. The
joy of owning an ultimate loudspeaker knows no bounds. Music
lovers who are privileged to own a pair of SRSs will share Matthew
Polk’s pride every time they sit down and enjoy the unparalleled
experience of listening to their favorite music through these
extraordinary loudspeakers, or when they demonstrate them
to their admiring friends.

A Significant Advance in State-of-the-Art
Loudspeaker Technology and Sonic
Performance

The SDA-SRSs are the extraordinary flagship models of Polk's
critically acclaimed SDA Series which is comprised of the SDA-1B,
SDA-2A, SDA-CRS +, SDA-SRS and SDA-SRS2. These remarkable
sounding, 3rd generation SDA speakers combine the latest
refinements in Polk’s exclusive and patented TRUE STEREO
technology with time-compensated, phase-coherent multiple driver
vertical line-source topology. The results are high efficiency systems
of awesome and seemingly limitless dvnamic range and bass
capabilities which reproduce music with a precise, lifelike, three
dimensional soundstage which is unequaled. The SRS contains
8 Polk 614" trilaminate-polymer drivers, a planar 15" sub-bass
radiator, 4 Polk 1” Silver Coil polyamide dome tweeters and an
incredibly complex and sophisticated Isophase Crossover System.
The SRS2 incorporates 4 Polk 64" trilaminate-polymer drivers, a
planar 15" sub-bass radiator, 2 Polk 1” Silver Coil polvamide dome
tweeters and a similar Isophase Crossover system. One of the
unique features of the crossover is the progressive variation of the
high frequency high-pass circuitry which maintains virtual point
source operation resulting in wide horizontal and vertical
dispersion. Power handling is nominally rated at 1000 watts per
channel for the SRS and 750 watts for the SRS2, although the

Stereo Review Magazine

Introducing the
New SDA Signature
Reference System

*“At the CES (Consumer Elec-
tronics Show) among the crop
of new and often innovative
speakar systems, probably
the mast impressive was the
Polk SDA Signature Reference
System, which shook the
walls of the Americana Con-
gress Hotel.”

Stereo Review Magazine

A Unique Combination of
Features and Benefits

Exclusive, Patented SDA TRUE
STEREOQ Technology

for unequaled three-dimensional
imaging and a huge, lifelike sound-
stage.

Effective Bass Radiating Area
Equivalent to a 40" Woofer

for breathtakingly full, deep, tight,
more well controlled bass and sub-
bass response.

Multiple Driver Line-Source Topology
for ideally focused wave propagation
which minimizes floor and ceiling
reflections comblined with greater
clarity, lower distortion, higher power
handling and increased dynamic
range.

Phase-Ceherent, Time-Compensated

Driver Aligment

for better focus, lower coloration and

a smoother, more coherent midrange.

Progressive Point-Source Tweeter
Array

for greater vertical high frequency
dispersion, achieved by eliminating
multiple tweeter high frequency
cancellafions.

Bi-Wire/Ri-Amp Capability (SRS)
for greater clarity, greater dynamic
range and lower |.M. distortion.

Hand Crafted Limited Production
assures you that your pair of SRSs
sounds and looks exactly like
Matthew Polk's own.

Monocoque Cabinet Construction
eliminates extraneous cabinet
resonances and colorations.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29,

high efficiency of the system allows superb performance to be
realized with a good quality receiver. Bass performance, is in a
word, breathtaking, The use of small active drivers coupled to the
large 15" sub-bass radiator results in extraordinarily tight, quick
and three dimensional mid and upper bass combined with low and
sub-bass capabilities which are staggering (clean output at 25Hz
exceeds 100db!) An elaborate monocoque cabinet and bracing
system is employed resulting in remarkably rigid cabinets which
virtually eliminates coloration due to panel resonances. Separate
inputs for high and low frequency sections of the system (SRS
only) allows bi-wire or bi-amp operation without the need for a
separate electronic crossover. Both speakers are beautifully finished.
They are elegant budspeakers which look as good as they sound.

The Exquisite Experience of Listening
to the SDA Signature Reference System

Listeners' reactions to the sonic performance of the SDA-SRS
have exceeded Marthew Polk’s wildest expectations. Awesome is the
word most often heard to describe the sound. One highly respected
critic was totally enthralled by the absolutely effortless way with
which the SRS handles the most dynamic musical passages. He
was astounded by the unique combination of astonishingly deep
bass and sub-bass response of almost unlimited dynamic range,
combined with tight quick transient performance across the entire
musical spectrum, which is capable of reproducing sonic nuances
of the most subtle delicacy.

“..the best SDAs yet...
impressive and worthy of
Matt Polks signature”

High Fidelity Magazine

The extraordinarily lifelike three-dimensional imaging
capabilities of the SRS demonstrate the full performance potential
of Polk’s exclusive and patented TRUE STEREQ SDA technology.
Music and ambienee seem to surround the listener in an almost
360° panorama of sonic splendor which is, in the words of
High Fidelity Magazine, “Mind boggling.. .Astounding...and
Flabbergasting.” The almost unimaginable exciting clarity of the
Signatures allow you to hear every detail of the original musical
performance; while the exceptionally smooth, natural, low
distortion reproduction encourages you to totally indulge and
immerse yourself in your favorite recordings for hours on end.
Words alone can not express the experience of listening to these
ultimate loudspeaker systems. You simply must hear them.

“U.S. Put. No 4,489,432 and 4,497,064, (iber patents pending US. & Foreign
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The Speaker Specualists

“The Genius of Matthew Polk Brings You
A New Generation of Extraordinary Sounding SDAS”

“

beytruly represent a breakthrough.”
Rolling Stone Magazine

Polk’s criticallv acclaimed, Audio Video Grand Prix Award
winning SDA technology is the most important fundamental
advance in loudspeaker technology since stereo itself. Listeners are
amazed when they hear the huge, lifelike, three-dimensional sonic
image produced by Polk’s SDA speakers. The nation’s top audio
experts agree that Polk SDA loudspeakers always sound better than
conventional loudspeakers. Stereo Review said, “Spectacular. ..the
result is always better than would be achieved by conventional
speakers.” High Fidelity said, “Astounding... We have yet to hear
any stereo program that doesn’t henefit.” Now the dramatic
audible benefits of Polk’s exclusive TRUE STEREO SDA technology
are available in 5 uniquely superb loudspeaker systems, the
SDA-1B, SDA-2A, SDA-CRS +, SDA-SRS and the SDA-SRS2. The
SDAIB, 24 and CRS + now incorporate many of the 3rd genera-
tion advances in SDA technology pioneered in the Signature Edition
SRS and SRS2 including full complernent sub-bass drive, time-
compensated phase-coherent driver alignment and bandwidth-
optimized dimensional signal.

SDAs — The First TRUE STEREO Speakers

Without exaggeration, the design principals embodied in the
SDAs make them the world’s first true stereo speakers. When the
big switch was made from mono to stereo, the basic concept of
speaker design was never modified to take into account the
fundamental difference between a mono and stereo signal. What
is the difference between a mono and stereo speaker? It's quite
simple. The fundamental and basic concept of mono is that you
have one signal (and speaker) meant to be heard by both ears at
once. However, the fundamental and basic concept of stereo is that
a much more lifelike three-dimensional sound is achieved by
having 2 different signals, each played back through a separate
speaker and each meant to be heard by only one ear apiece (1. or
R). So quite simply, a mono loudspeaker is designed to be heard
by two ears at once while true stereo loudspeakers should each be
heard by only one ear apiece (like headphones). The revolutionary
Polk SDAs are the first TRUE STEREOQ speakers engineered to
accomplish this and fully realize the astonishingly lifelike three-
dimensional imaging capabilities of the stereophonic sound
medium.

How Polk SDAs Achieve True Stereo
Polk SDA Technology solves one of the greatest problems in

Stereo Review Magazine

SDA Signature Reference
System {SRS) — $1395.00 ea.

AudioVideo Grand Prix Winner

The finest speaker that Polk manu-
factures. This limited production
flagship model combines patented
SDA TRUE STEREO technology with
phase-coherent focused line-source
multiple driver topology to achieve
new levels of state-of-the-art imag-
ing, detail, coherence, dynamic
range and bass reproduction.

New SDA-SRS 2 - $995.00 ea.
This new scaled down version of the
SRS incorporates virtually all its
innovations without significantly
compromising its awesome sonic
performance.

SDA 1A - $695.00 ea.
AudioVideo Grand Prix Winner

A beautifully styled, full size floor-
standing system combining Polk's
state-of-the-art components with ex-
clusive TRJE STEREQ technology for
extraordinarily lifelike sound. It is
now available in vinyl at a new lower
price. High Fidelity said “the Polk
SDA 1 Loudspeaker provides startling
evidence of the audio industry's es-
sential creatlve vitality.”

New SDA 2A - $499.00 ea.
AudioVidee Grand Prix Winner

The new SDA 2A is a full size floor
standing system which incorporates
many of the latest refinements in SDA
technology developed for the SRS
modefs. It represents an extraordi-
nary value which combines spec-
tacular SDA performance with a
remarkably affordable price. High
Fidelity said listening to the SDA 2 is
“an amazing experience.”

New SDA CRS + - $395.00 ea.
AudioVideo Grand Prix Winner

The new SDA CRS + is the world’s
best ding bookshelf loudspeaker
and now incorporates many of the
latest refinements in SDA technology
developed tor the SRS models. it
combines the extraordinarily lifelike
three-dimensional sonic performance
of Polk’s patented SDA technoiogy
with a handsome enclosure (stand or
shelf mountable) of attractively mod-
est proportions. Stereo Review said
the CRS is “an impressive achieve-
ment”.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.

“Literally a New Dimension in the Sound”

stereo reproduction. When each ear hears both speakers and
signals, as occurs when vou use conventional (Mono) speakers to
listen in stereo, full stereo separation is lost. The undesirable signal
reaching each ear from the “wrong” speaker is a form of acoustic
distortion called interaural crosstalk, which confuses your hearing.

The Polk SDA svsterns eliminate interaural crosstalk distortion
and maintain full, True Stereo separation, by incorporating two
completelv separate sets of drivers (stereo and dimensional) into
each speaker cabinet. The stereo drivers radiate the normal stereo
signal, while the dimensional drivers radiate a difference signal
that acoustically and effectively cancels the interaural crosstalk
distortion and theretry restores the stereo separation imaging and
detail lost when vou listen to normal “mono” speakers. The sonic
benefits are remarkanle.

“Mindboggling...Astounding.. Flabbergasting”
High Fidelity Magazine

Words alone cannot fully describe how much more lifelike SDA
TRUE STEREO repraduction is. Reviewers. critical listeners and
novices alike are overwhelmed bv the magnitude of the sonic
improvement achieved by Polk's TRUE STEREQ technology. You
will hear a huge sound stage which extends not onlv bevond the
speakers, but beyond the walls of your listening room itself. The
lifelike ambience revealed by the SDAs makes it sound as though
vou have been transported to the acoustic environment of the
original sonic event. Everv instrument, vocalist and sound becomes
tangible, distinct, alive and firmly placed in its own natural spatial
position. You will hear instruments, ambience and subtle musical
nuances (normally masked by conventional speakers), revealed for
your enjoyment by the SDAs. This benefit is accurately described
by Julian Hirsch in Stereo Review, “...the sense of discovery
experienced when playing an old favorite stereo record and
hearing, quite literally, a new dimension in the sound is a most
attractive bonus...” Records, CS's, tapes, video and FM all benefit
equally as dramatically.

“You owe it to yourself to audition them.”
High Fidelity Magazine

SDAs allow you to experience the spine tingling excitement,
majesty and pleasure of live music in your home. You must hear
the remarkable sonic benefits of SDA technology for yourself. You
t0o will agree with Stereo Review's dramatic conclusion: “the result
is always better than would be achieved by conventional speakers. ..
it does indeed add a new dimension to reproduced sound.
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“Polk Reinvents the Loudspeaker”

High Fidelity Magazine

“The result is always better than would be achieved
by conventional speakers...”

Stereo Review Magazine

Excerpts from the Experts’
Rave Reviews of the Polk SDAs

SDA SRS
“Polk’s No Compromise
Flagship Loudspeaker”

Stereo Review

At the CES (Consumer Electronic Show) among the
crop of new and often innovative speakers proba-
bly the most impressive was the Polk SDA Signature
Reference System which shook the walls of the
Americana Congress Hotel...

Polk’s no-compromise flagship loudspeaker offers new refinements
on the Stereo Dimensional Array design...the SDA system works
essentially as claimed....the effect can be quite spectacular.. .as
good as the SDA feature is we were even more impressed by the
overall quality of the SDA-SRS as a speaker system. The sound is
superbly balanced and totally effortless...unusually open and
integrated. ..the composite frequency response was exceptional no
matter how you look at it...only at 10,000 Hz where presumably
only one driver was in use, did we reach the limits of the speaker
and the amplifier at the same time — 1,265 watts into 5 ohms. ..

$1395.00 oa. almost any amplifier can the drive SRS to the highest listening

levels most people would want. .. the phase compensation of the
system was exceptional...we have never measured a low bass
distortion level as low as the that of the SRS...we found that the

passive radiator response varied only a total of 7 dB between 12 and

SDA 24 90 Hz. Polk calls the passive radiator a “sub-bass driver” with good
MSamem|  reason. .it is quile an experience. Furthermore, with the SRS it is
not necessary to play the music loud to enjoy, the tactile qualities
of deep bass... Spectacular”

SDA 1B

“Mind bogglmg powers
of sonic persuasion”

High Fidelity Magazine

Our first, all too brief, audition simply bowled us
over. The width, depth and precision of the stereo
image are astounding...

after extended listening we were no less astonished. .. mind-

SDA SRS 2 PRPRPO  boggling powers of sonic persuasion. .. The SDA-1's strong suit
ERYSENY we. \edamadnedl (10 put it mildly) is its imaging which ranges from very good to




flabbergasting, depending on the material... devastatingly dra-
matic... With good classical discs, the soundstage seems to open
up, presenting a greater sense of depth and enveloping the listener
more fully in the recorded ambiance...But it’s on fancy rock
recordings that the system can really strut it's stuff. . it really is
great good fun. We find ourselves listening to unfamiliar recordings
on other speakers and saying to each other, “I wonder what this
would sound like on the Polks.” Get an audition...1t's worth the
trouble just for the experience.”

“Literally a new
dimension in the sound”

Stereo Review Magazine

“Hirsch-Houk Lab’s tests of the SDA-1 show that
it does indeed add a new dimension to stereo
sound. The result is always better than would
be achieved by conventional speakers...
spectacular ...

The sound of the Polk SDA-1 is beautifully balanced... The
smoothed and averaged frequency response was quite uni-
form... The bass output was exceptionally strong down to the
lowest frequencies. .. it reaches an octave or so deeper in the bass
than many speakers of similar size... The Polk SDA-1 is an un-
usually sensitive (efficient) speaker, delivering a sound pressure
level of 95db measured at 1 meter.

Polk's SDA-1 speakers produce a broad, precisely defined
soundstage, not only between the speakers, but extending
appreciably beyond them laterally as well....1t will (and should) be
bought primarily for its acoustic properties which are unique and
completely without any undesirable side effect... Even the audio
purist should not cavil over the means by which this speaker
achieves its spatial properties. There is no added active circuitry
introduced to the signal path and the speakers sound superb in
their own right. ..the sense of discoverv experienced when playing
an old favorite stereo record and hearing, quite literally, a new
dimension in the sound is a most attractive bonus for the owner
of the SDA-1 system.”

SDA 2A
“Super Stereo from
Polk Audio”

High Fidelity Magazine

An amazing experience, and quite startling the
Sirst few times you realize its happening...we bave
yet to bear any stereo program that doesn’t bene-
[fit...these are very fine and utterly fascinating
loudspekers.. . you owe it to yourself to audition
them, just to see what they can do.”

“When we reviewed PolK’s first Stereo Dimensional Array we
commented on what an exciting and itneresting loudspeaker it was
to listen to...it was capable of some extraordinary feats of stereo
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“An amazing
experience”

High Fidelity Magazine

“The result

is ahvays better
than would

be achieved by
conventional
speakers...”

Stereo Review Magazine

\ Undersirable '
> .

AP

Conventional

Speakers
Rgproducin? Stereo
hen conventional speak-

ers reproduce stereo, both
speakers are heard by both
ears which reduces stereo
separation, obscures detali
and interferes with proper
imaging.

Polk’s Revolutionary
SDAs Reproduce

True Stereo

Only Polk SDAs reproduce
True Stereo by allowing each
speaker and signal (L or R) to
be heard by only the correct
ear llke headphones, which
results in dramatically Im-
proved stereo separation,
detall and three-dimensional
imaging.

Dimensionsi  Stereo Steros  Dimensional
Arrey Arcay ey Array

How Polk SDAs
Achieve True Stereo
Reproduction

Each Polk SDA incorpo-
rates a special extra set of
drivers which radiates a dif-
terence signal which canceis
the undesirable signal going
trom the wrong speaker to
the wrong ear, (interaural
crosstaik distortion) resulting
in True Stereo reproduction.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.

imaging... Matthew Polk set out to make  less costly version
without giving up much in sound quality. He succeeded.

With its grill on, the SDA-2 looks exactly like the SDA-1, only a
little smaller...a more convincing illusion than is possible with
ordinary stereo... With the SDA’s the left ear hears the left speaker
and the right ear hears the right....impedance is notably constant

this is beneficial in that it makes the system easier for an
amplifier to drive, and we would not expect any problems in this
regard. ..the SDA-2 accepted the full output of the labs amplifiers
or 500 watts into, 8 ohms, for a calculated peak sound pressure
level of 118db. Plenty loud enough for anyone we would say. ..
Harmonic distortian is quite low. We found them quite satisfactory
(and not much different) both against the back wall and out into
the room. ..the balance of the SDA-2 is exceptionally smooth and
natural. What does remain unchanged is the remarkable stereo
imaging that set the first SDA’s apart from the crowd.

SDA CRS +
“An Impressive
Achievement...”

Stereo Review Magazine

“It was easy to forget that we were bearing
speakers at ali. Just the music remained, and it
seems to us that this is what bi-fi is all about. ..

the SDA-CRS is designed to compensate for the fact that in normal
stereo playback each ear hears the sound from both speakers,
which inevitably affects apparent channel separation and the stereo
image. ..we drove the speakers as hard as our ears would tolerate,
with a 350-watt-per-channel amplifier, and they never showed any
signs of distress...Our measurements confirm that the Polk SDA-
CRS is a very good speaker system — with a host of desirable
qualities — when 1t is judged by the same standards one would
apply to conventional speakers. But it is not a conventional system,
and it deserves to be examined for the special sonic qualities that
are claimed for it.

We recall the impression that the original Polk SDA-1 made on
us: The system could provide a dramatic expansion of the sound
stage...we found listening to it both intriguing and enjoyable.

The new SDA-CRS is capable of doing much the same thing. The
SDA system presents the listener with a broad sound stage, which
usually extends bevond the space between the speaker cabinets and
it also seems to have an added sense of depth. These qualities were
apparent from any part of the listening room... The fact that the
SDA-CRS will fit in any room, works as well on pedestals as against
awall (we tried them both ways), and costs less than half as much
as the revised SDA-1A says something about its intrinsic merits. [t

is definitely not just another speaker.”
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“Polk’s Remarkable Monitors Redefine
Incredible Sound/Affordable Price”

“At their price, they're simply a steal”

olk Audio was founded in 1972 by three Johns Hopkins
University graduates who were fanatic audiophiles with a common
dream and vision.

Polk’s Dream of Super Sound for Everyone

They believed that it was possible to design and manufacture
loudspeakers of uncompromising quality which performed as well
as the most expensive and exotic loudspeakers available, but in a
price range which would make them affordable to virtually every
music lover. The original Monitor 7 was the first product of their
efforts and it was so successful that when it was shown at the
Consumer Electronics Show, dealers and experts alike could not
believe its superb performance and affordable price. Audiogram
Magazine said, “when we heard the Polk speakers at the CES Show
we were so impressed we could not believe the prices.” The entire
Polk Monitor Series was designed in this tradition of incredible,
state-of-the-art sound and affordable prices. In large part due to
the quality and value of the Monitors, Polk Audio has developed
from its humble beginnings in a garage, to become one of the
world's premier loudspeaker manufacturers.

Polk Audio has worked hard over the ensuing years to maintain
the Monitor Series’ preeminent position as /be standard for
quality and value in the audio industry. The Monitors have been
continually improved and refined as a result of Polk’s never ending
search for better sound quality. There have been literally thousands
of improvements made to the Monitors and the result is that today,
as in the past, the Polk Monitors are absolutely the best sounding
loudspeakers for the money available on the market. Musician
Magazine said, “1f you're shopping for stereo, our advice is not to
buy speakers until you've heard the Polks.” You owe it to yourself
to follow their advice.

The Latest Generation of Polk Monitors
Sounds Better Than Ever

A new generation of Polk Monitors is now available which
incorporate the same high definition silver coil dome tweeter and
Optimized Flux Density drivers developed for the SDAs. Polk
Monitor Series loudspeakers have always had a well deserved
reputation for offering state-of-the-art performance and technology
usually found only in systems which sell for many times their
modest cost. In fact, many knowledgeable listeners consider that
outside of the SDAs, the Polk Monitors are the finest imaging
conventional speakers in the world, regardless of price. They have
been compared in performance with loudspeakers which sell for
up to $10,000 a pair and are absolutely the best sounding loud-

Audiogram Magazine

The RTA 12€ -

is the fingst conventional (non SDA)
speaker system that Polk manufac-
tures. Its extremely high power
handling (500 watts) and efficiency
(92 db 1 meter 1 watt) result in re-
markable dynamic range from large
or small amplitiers. It utilizes phase-
coherent open air driver mounting in
a mirror imaged, fullsize floor-
standing configuration for superior
sonic imaging and clarity. In addition
to receiving many rave reviews, the
RTA 12C has won the AudioVideo
Grand Prix Speaker of the Year Award.

The Monitor 108 —

is considered one of the world's best
sounding foudspeakers and in the
words of Audiogram Magazine, “At
the price they are simply a steal.”
The 108 cffers sonic performance al-
most equal to the 12 at a lower cost in
a more compact enclosure. Like the
12, the 10 utilizes dual Polk trilam-
inate-polymer bass midrange drivers
coupled to a built-in subwoofer for an
outstanding bass response and dy-
namic range.

The Monitor 7C —

is basically a smaller, less expensive
version of the Monitor 10. It can be
elther shelf or stand mounted with
excellent results. How good? Audio
Alternative Magazine said, “Itis
Amazing."

The Monitor 58 —

similar in design and performance to
the Monitor 7, however, it utilizes an
8" subwoofer (rather than 10”) and is
more compact.

The Monitor 5jr -

has been called the best sounding
speaker of its price in the world (re-
gardless of size). It achieves litelike
three-dimensional musical imaging
which 10 years ago was not available
in any bockshelf speaker at any price!

The Monitor 4A —

shares many of the same high tech-
nology components and the rewarding
musical performance of the more ex-
pensive Polks. Audio Critic Lawrence
Johnson called it, “an all around star
of great magnitude.” The 4A’s uniquely
aftordable price means that no matter
how small your budget, you can aftord
the incredible sound of Polk!

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29,

speakers for the monev available on the market. Now thev sound
even better than ever.

Polk’s Uncompromising Standard
of Superior Sonic Performance

All the Polk Monitors regardless of price offer consistently
superb construction and sonic and performance. They achieve
open. boxless. three-dimensional imaging surpassed only by the
SDAs. The Monitors' silky smooth frequency response assures
natural, non-fatiguing, easy to listen to sound; while their
instantaneous transient response results in music that is crisply
reproduced with lifelike clarity and detail. In addition dynamic
bass performance. ultra wide dispersion. high efficiency and high
power handling are all much appreciated hallmarks of Monitor
Series performance.

The consistentlv superb pertormance of the Polk Monitors is
in large part due to the fact that they all utilize very similar
components and design features. However, more importantly, it is
the elegant integration of concepts and components which results
in the superior sonic performance and value which sets the
Monitor Series apart. Audiogram magazine said, “How does Polk
do it? We think it is mostly execution. They hear very well and they
care.”” Audiogram is absolutelv right. At Polk we take the same care
with each and every product we build, whether it is our most or
least expensive. We lavish the same lengthy amount of critical
listening and wning on every single Polk speaker because we know
that having a limited budget does not necessarily indicate that you
have a limited ability to appreciate true musical quality

There’s a Polk Monitor Perfect for You

There are six Polk Monitor Series loudspeakers. As you move up
the Monitor Series the speakers get larger, more efficient, handle
higher power, have greater dvnamic range and better bass
response. They are designed so that a smaller Polk plaved in a
small room will sound nearly identical to a larger Polk in a large
room. And, of course, a larger Polk in a smaller room will play
that much louder and have even more bass. The RTA 12C also
incorporates unique technology which results in improved imaging
and claritv. There is 2 Polk Monitor which is perfect to fulfill vour
sonic dreams, at a price you can afford.
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“Vastly Superior To the Competition”

Musician Magazine

“Other comparably priced speakers simply do not come close”

preserve excellent depth imaging while maintaining a very torward
sound stage when the music calls for it. This quality helps to carry
the emotional impact of great performances closer to the listener.
On an absolute basis it would be difficult to criticize the RTA-12.
The RTA-12 is the affordable dream; a well made exotic speaker
with performiance to miatch. ... Polk’s RTA-12 may well be the best
high performance speaker value on the market today!”

MONITOR 10B
“Superior sound”

Stereo Review Magazine

“Polk offers an uncommon amount of superior
sound at a moderate price...Open, boxless, three
dimensional quality...We probably would have chosen these
adjectives ourselves to describe the sound of the Model 10, but Polk
has spared us the chore. .. the combination of good “sound sense”
and a high degree of technical expertise and sophistication has
resulted in some truly noteworthy products. .. It is easy 10 appreciate
the advantages of using a pair of small diameter (but long throw)
woofers that can radiate much of the midrange as well as the
upper and mid-bass frequencies. Avoiding a crossover in the
midrange (the most audibly important part of the musical
spectrum) is the best way to eliminate or minimize many of the
colorations that have been attributed to crossover networks. The
dispersion of the one inch tweeter is exceptional... The tone burst
response of the Model 10 is exceptional...the transient response of
the Model 10 is absolutely first-rate, and the hemispherical
dispersion is superb (we cannot recall measuring better dispersion
on any forward radiating speaker). .. the speaker sensitivity is
adequate for use with a 10-watt amplifier, vet it could absorb the
full output of a 200-watt amplifier without damage. .. exceptionally
pleasing sonic balance.

“At their price, they are
simply a steal”
Audiogram Magazine

“When we heard the Polk Speakers at the CES Show
we were so impressed we could not believe the prices.
The sound coming forth from the Model 10 Monitors is
something really special. 1t is a sound that is open, well
defined and verv low in coloration. One does not generally expect
such low coloration in a modestly priced box speaker, and certainly
not anything like the definition exhibited by these speakers. How
does Polk do it? We think it is mostly execution. They hear very

Aundiogram Magazine

“Ibe best bigh
performance
speaker value
on the market
today”

Qf the Record

({1 M b’
noteworthy
products”

Stereo Review Magazine

“Our advice is
not to buy
speakers until
you've heard
the Polks”

Musician Magazine

“Remarkably
well
integrated
and coberent
sound that
adapts itself
ideally to all
kinds of
music...”

Musician Magazine

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.

well and they care.. Other comparably priced speakers simply do
not come close to the standzirds set by the Model 10....at their price
they are simply a steal.”

MONITOR 7C
“It is amazing”

Audio Alternatives

We have found something very special. The Polk 7. It
is amazing. .. Hundreds of manufacturers build loud-
speakers but only a few in this price range really per-
form. The Polk 7% perform!...The bottom end of the Polk 7's
is tight, fast and can actually reproduce a cello without making it
sound like an electric bass... It is sturdily built and attractive.
Technically the Polk 7 is a superior loudspeaker in its class.
Frequency response is exceptionally flat...Horizontal dispersion is
50 good that you can stand in front of one 7 and hear the
ather! .. Vertical dispersion is also excellent. .. 1t is apparent that
this speaker is a reat find.

MONITOR 4A
“Star of great magnitude”

Miluaukee Sentinel

“The Polk 4 creates a startling illusion of an elevated
stage...the stronger and better quality the signal we
fed them the more spectacular the image that blazed
up...All of that would be remarkable enough if we
were discussing loudspeakers in the $1000 range. The
Polk 4 carries a retail price of under $200 a pair. In
actual use the Polk 4 is an all around star of great magnitude. Not
anly do high frequency shine to the farthest reaches of hearing,
but musical textures and colors in that stratosphere come through
finely controlled and proportioned. And don’t be misled by Polk’s
modest claim for bass response. .. its low register shows ample
depth and clarity. At high listening levels, these pixie Polks deliver
the massive brass sonerities of Mahler’s Third Symphony with
incredible energy, textured pliancy and, most significant, trans-
parency. Factors of presence and stereo imaging proved just as
amazing, Yet the Model 4 doesn’t have to be whipped to excel

Late one night, we sat down 1o a quiet hour of folk music. ..
and experienced the same thrilling detail and immediacy.”
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“Polk’s Extraordinary Mobile Monitors
Sound Like the Finest Home Speaker Systems”

They Turn Your Car Into A Concert Hall

ome Quality Sound for the Road

Polk Mobile Monitors are true, home quality loudspeakers for
automotive, boat and other installations calling for compact, flush
mount systems of the highest musical performance. They are built
to the same uncompromising quality standards and are specifically
engineered to achieve the same high level of sonic performance as
the critically acclaimed, Grand Prix Award winning Polk home
speaker systems. The combination of many design features
borrowed from the Polk home systemns plus Polk’s unswerving,
dedication to achieving better, more musical sound assures a new
level of sonic performance for autormotive loudspeaker systems.
The Mobile Monitor’s rich, full dynamic bass response, high
definition clarity, crisp, silky smooth high frequency response,
lifelike three dimensional imaging and natural uncolored mid-
range will turmn your car into a mobile concert hall.

Choose From Four Discrete Systems and Limit-
less Exciting Combinations

The Polk Mobile Monitor Series consists of 6 discreet speaker
systems: The MMIa, MMI1la, MMIV, MMVa, MMXa and MMXIla.
They are all sonically and functionally compatible with each other
and may be utilized individually or in any combination to realize
your drearn sound system. Authorized Polk Mobile Monitor dealers
will be able to assist you in selecting the best combination to suit
vour own particular needs. Whatever you choose, you are assured
of the clear, smooth, thrilling life-like musical sound that Polk is
famous for.

Mobile Monitors are Ideal for Wall and Ceiling
Installations

The Polk Mobile Monitors were also designed to be easily and
inconspicuously mounted in walls and ceilings. The Polks are
perfect when you want inconspicuous built-in decorator styling
and high sonic performance in any room of your home, office or
commercial facility. Just paint them to match vour wails or
ceilings.

The MM Ia —

4” Dual Cone Full Range System — is a versatile polvmer-treated,
full range 4” system. 1t can be used by itself in economical high quality
svstems or combined with any of the other Mobile Monitor systems and
located in the door or kick panels of a car for tuller sound or betier
sonic fill.

The MM Hla —

54" Coaxial System — is a unique and remarkable speaker that
achieves sonic performance almeost equal to the MM IV but In a smaller
package at a lower cost. The drivers used are similar to those of the MM

Design Features and
Performance Benefits

Natural heme quality sound
Turns yous car into a concert hall.

Deep, detailed and dynamic bass
response

For satistying car filling bass perform-
ance on all types of program material
which is capable of both subtle delicacy
and profoundly powerful impact.

High efticiency and power-handiing
Enables your Polk Mobile Monitors to
deliver superior sonic performance with
a wide range of head-units and ampli-
fiers for tremendous dynamic range
and high volume listening.

Smooth, accurate frequency response
Across the entire audible range pro-
vides you with natural, non-fatiguing,
easy-to-listen-to sound.

Instantaneous transient response
Means your music will be crisply repio-
duced with life-like clarity and detail.

Moisture resistant, polymer technology
drivers

For life-like high definition sound and
total perfarmance reliability.

Excellent kmaging and spatial fidelity
Fills your ¢ar with sound.

Easy to install flush mount design
Assures simple and convenient instal-
lation for superb performance in your
vehicle, home or office.

Full sonic compatibility between all
systems

You can create the ideal combination to
satisly your needs.

Building block system concept

You can start with a modest system and
build your dream super system step by
step.

Wide sonic dispersion
For superb sound in all listening posi-
tions.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.

IV, but the more compact package makes it easier to mount in more
locatlons in the car.

The MMIV —

‘Wo-way plate system — consists of a polymer [aminate cone 5%4”
driver, %" wide dispersion high frequency radiator and sophisticated
crossover network, all elegantly combined in one compact and easy to
install flush mount unit measuring 8+4 X 155" with mounting depth of
only 134", The attractive housing is molded of incredibly tough, space-

age Lexan 1o assure long-term performance and design integrity.

The MMVa —

6" two piece system — is Polk’s top-of-the-line automotive sound
system. It consists of two separate units per channel: a small, easy to
mount %" ferro-fluid damped polymer dome high frequency radiator
with built in 12 db octave crossover network) and the same basic 62"
trilaminate-polymer driver with butyl rubber surround used in Polk’s
Grand Prix Award winning home speaker systems

The two piece configuration allows optimum placement of each

driver in the automotive environment for pertect balance and imaging,
Advanced material and adhesive technology results in high power
handling and long-term reliability. Polk’s sonic superiority is made
apparent by an extreruely open, well defined, crystal clear sound with
dynamic bass, rich warm timbre and lifelike depth and imaging,

The MMVaHF

Satellite Tweeter — is available separately with its own built-in 12 db
octave crossover for use in more elaborate installations. It can be
mounted on the dashtoard or other appropriate positions for added
high frequency fill and better imaging

The MMVaLF

6*." Woofer-Midrange (also called the MMXIV) — comes with
a built-In crossover for use in elaborate installations as a woofer-
midrange or woofer unit for added midrange fill and better bass.

The MMXa —

6%" Coaxial System — incorporates the same drivers used in the
MMVa, but combines them elegantly into a coaxial configuration which
allows easy compact mounting in many areas of your car. The high
quality drivers combined with a sophisticated 12/db octave crossover on
the tweeter results in smooth, natural, home quality sound not found in
other company’s automotive speaker systems.

The MMXI1a —

6" X 9" Coaxial System — utilizes the same drivers and crossover as
the MMX, but mounts them on a 6” X 9” mounting plate to ailow easy
Installation when this size configuration is called for

The MMXIVb —

6" Subwoofer — for Bi-amp [nstallations - is the same basic 63"
driver with grille as used in the MMX. XII and Va, but without a huilt-in
crossover. 1t Is designed to be used in bi-amplified systems of the high-
est quality, in any quantity, when bass and sub-bass performance of the
highest quality is desired
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“Polk Builds State-of-the-Art Gomponents
For High Definition Musical Sound Quality”

Consistently Superior Technology Results In Better Sound

igh Definition Reproduction

Polk loudspeakers are true high definition systems which
reproduce sonic images with life-like clarity and detail, much like
a high resolution camera captures a visual image with all the
subtle detail and focus intact. When you listen to a pair of Polks,
notice how you can hear each and every individual instrument
clearly and distinctly, even when there are many instruments
plaving at the same time. This high resolution capability is in
large part due to the consistently excellent transient response of
all the drivers as well as the seamless blending achieved by the
Isophase Crossover systems.

The Polk Trilaminate Polymer Drivers

These superb drivers are specifically engineered to cover the
entire fundamental musical range with life-like clarity and
minimal coloration. Polk's exclusive trilaminate (3 layer) polymer
cone technology is responsible for a purity and naturalness of
reproduction unapproachable by conventional drivers which utilize
paper, or simple vacuum formed plastic cones. Polk’s unique
trilaminate polymer cone is made of three complimentary
materials, each of which has unique performance advantages all
its own. One material is very light and structurally strong, one is
verv stiff with a high speed of sonic wave transmission, and one
very effectively removes sonic colorations by effectively damping
the cone structure. The exceptional performance gained when all
three are combined together could never be equalled by a simple
layer cone of any single material. Polk drivers utilize costly butvl
rubber surrounds for more accurate cone movement and deeper,
better bass response. They incorporate high-temperature alumi-
num voice coils which allow high power operation without
burnout. Optimized Flux Density magnet structures are used for
perfectly balanced operation assuring clearer, more highly defined,
more musical sonic performance.

The Polk Isophase Crossover Systems

The crossover network is the most important compornent in a
high quality loudspeaker system. It is responsible for properly
blending the sound of the individuat drivers together into the
homogeneous sounds of individual instruments and voices. The
crossover acts like the “musical conductor” of the loudspeaker,
telling each driver just when to come in and exactly how loud to
play. The elaborate Polk Isophase Crossover Systems utilize huge
capper coils and precision capacitors and resistors to assure the
lowest possible harmonic, [M, and transient distortion with

High Performance
Components Deliver Sonic
Benefits to You

High Definition Reproduction

altows you to clearly hear every subtle
nuance and all the inner detail of the
musical performance.

The Polk Trilaminate Polymer Drivers
deliver many performance benefits
including smoother more extended
frequency response, greater clarity.
wider dispersion, higher efficiency,
improved phase linearity and lower
distortion.

The Poik Isophase Crossover Systems
are responsible for the beautifully
blended, seamlessiy smooth and co-
herent sound of the Polks.

The Poik Sdver Coil Dome Tweeter
achieves a unique combination of spar-
kling, life-like clarity and silky smooth,
easy to listen to, high frequency
performance.

Polk’s Safety Guard Tweeter Protection
Device

is a distortionless, self resetting device
which protects the costly tweeters from
accidental damage.

The Polk Ftuid Coupled Subwoofers
achieve uniquely musical and dynam-
ically awe inspiring bass performance
while at the same time raising effi-
ciency and dramatically improving
depth reproduction and three-
dimensionality.

Butyl Rubber Surrounds

are used on all Polk drivers (except
the MMIa). These extremely costly
surrounds in contrast to foam rubber
surrounds used by many manufactur-
ers are more supple, allow deeper
bass, terminate and damp waves
transmitted through the cones and
don‘t degenerate over time.

Air Core Cail Chokes

are used in all Polk Isophase Cross-
over networks. Air core chokes, unlike
iron core chokes used by many manu-
factures, don't saturate at high power
levels or change their critical per-
formance characteristics at difterent
power levels. The result is clearer,
low distortion and more dynamic
musical reproduction.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.

complex high level musical signals. Close tolerance, extremely
costly mylar and silver mica capacitors are used in many models to
achieve even higher sonic definition. [n addition, driver equaliza-
tion is optimized by the sophisticated and complex circuitry, while
isophase (phase colerent) operation is maintained by careful
controt of the various phase relationships in the system. Many
loudspeaker manufacturers skip on this critically important
component because it is usually hidden from sight, but Polk builds
crossovers correctly so that our speakers will sound better for you.

The Polk Silver Coil Dome Tweeters

This state-of-the-art transducer is the only tweeter in the world
which utilizes a voice coil wound with costly sitver coated wire for
more extended frequency response. The extremely light polvamide
domne allows exceptionally quick transient response while the
inherently well damped material eliminates annoying resonances.
The small diameter diaphragm assures wide dispersion of high
frequencies throughout your listening room. In addition, the huge
magnet structure combined with the low mass moving system
results in vanishingly low distortion, superb wave form accuracy
and high efficiency. A specially contoured non-resonant faceplate
improves dispersion, lowers diffraction and helps eliminate
resonant distortion.

Polk’s Safety Gmard Tweeter Protection Device

This elegant device is far superior to the circuits used by many
other manufacturers, because it is totally distortionless and does
not alter or degrade the sound in any way. In addition it is much
more accurate and consistent in its operation than a fuse.

The Polk Fluid Coupled Subwoofers

Most Polk home speakers utilize a fluid-coupled subwoofer
systern for tight, quick, deep, powerful and room-filling bass
response. This system realizes the performance advantages of both
large and small diameter woofers at the same time. Small
diameter wocfers have faster transient response, better midrange
and dispersion. Large diameter bass drivers couple better to your
room and produce more bass. The Polk Fluid Coupled Subwoofer
System excels in all these areas. It utilizes the low frequency energy
produced within the enclosure by the smail bass/midrange drivers
10 hydraulically energize the large diameter low resonance
subwoofer below approximately 60 Hz. The result is remarkably
clear, well-defined low frequency reproduction, exhibiting excep-
tional upper bass detail which extends smoothly and seamlessly
down through the sub-bass and cleanly up into the midrange.
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“Polk’s Quality Assurance Program Guarantees
Sonic Excellence and Total Satisfaction”

One Uncompromising Standard of the bigbest quality

olk Completely Tests Every Loudspeaker

We Build

There is much more involved in manufacturing a high
technology product like a Polk loudspeaker than just developing a
state-of-the-art design concept. This is just the beginning.
Meticulous workmanship, the use of the highest quality compo-
nents and effective comprehensive quality control are all necessary
to make certain that every pair of Polk loudspeakers delivers all the
satisfaction that they are capable of. Polk is committed to assuring
you that the Polk speakers that you buy sound as good as they were
designed to sound and are made as well as they were intended to
be made. To achieve this we have developed a uniquely exhaustive,
thorough and effective quality assurance program. Our engineers
insist that designing superior sounding loudspeakers systems isn't
enough. The quality of the design is meaningless unless there is a
foolproof quality assurance program to make certain that your
loudspeakers will deliver their full performance potential. Unlike
most manufacturers Polk completely tests each and every loud-
speaker we produce. In fact Polk tests each and every sub assembly
and component before it is assembled into the final product.

One Standard of Quality For Every Polk
Speaker

Another unusual aspect of Polk’s exhaustive quality assurance
program is that the same elaborate procedures are followed not
only for each example of a particular model, but also for everv
single Polk loudspeaker, regardless of cost. In other words, a Polk
4A goes through basically the same elaborate and exhaustive
quality assurance program as the top of the line SDA-SRS. Polk
engineers insist on this, just as they insist on using the same
quality components and putting the same care into the design and
refinement of every Polk speaker regardless of cost. Why? To give
vou total satisfaction.

Experienced Human Judgement Plus Unfailing
Computer Accuracy

Polk’s comprehensive quality assurance program involves both
computer testing and tests performed by trained quality control
engineers. No effort is spared to assure you of total satisfaction with
your new Polk Audio loudspeakers for many vears to come.

Polk engineers spent many years developing the CIDAC
computer program which is used in Polk’s quality assurance
procedure. A detailed analysis of the importance of closely held
tolerances and their relationship to audible performance resulted in

Polk completely and ex-
haustively tests each and
every loudspeaker we

produce.

Polk engineers know that designing
superlor sounding loudspeakers isn't
enough. The finest design is meaning-
less unless the quality is guaranteed by
a foolproof quality assurance program.
Poik compietely tests every loud-
speaker w2 build to assure you that
your own pair of Polk speakers will be
perfect in every way.

One Standard of Quality For Every
Polk Speaker

means that regardiess of their cost,
there is never any compromise in the
consistent quality of any Polk speaker.

Experienced Human Judgement Plus
Unfailing Computer Accuracy
achieves unexcelled quality assurance
in all aspects of construction and
performance.

The Human Element

is essential, because there are some
critical quality assurance tasks for
which there Is no substitute for trained
human judgement.

Exactingly Close Tolerances

are rigidly adhered to in order to
reallze the full performance potential
of all materials, components and
technologles.

Total Testiog of Every Sub-assembly
betore it is assembled into a finished
product eliminates any possible
chance of a bad component slipping
through flnal quality control.

Total Testing of Every Finished
Product

assures you that your Polk speakers
sound as good as the engineering
prototypes, and will perform superbly
out of the box and for many years

to come.

The Pride of Polk Ownership

that comes with every Polk loudspeaker
is a very spacial bonus that is uniquely
fulfilling.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.

the specification of the proper critical test comparisons essential to
total sound quality performance and long term satisfaction. This
effective computer procedure is used for those critical objective tests
where there is no margin available for human error.

The CIDAC qualiry control system utilizes a high-speed dual-
state parallel binary interface between a state-of-the-art control
processor and a group of sophisticated data acquisition and
analysis subsystems. The CIDAC master control program serves as
the central control for the system, supported by a library of tightly-
written machine language routines, which provide high-speed
execution in the dermanding signal-processing environment. This
combinatior: of powerful hardware and sophisticated software
allows the system to perform high-accuracy measurements
covering all relevant parameters of loudspeaker performance.

Sometimes There Is No Substitute for a
Human Being

No machine can ultimately tell you how a loudspeaker sounds
reproducing music and only a human being can properly inspect
the myriad of small details in order to ensure that each Polk
loudspeaker is cosmetically perfect and structurally correct. That is
why, at Polk, we utilize a synergistic combination of unfailing
computer accuracy and experienced human judgment to fully
assure you of the quality of each and every pair of Polk speakers.

The Pride of Polk Ownership

like a fine watch, camera, or outstanding motorcar; a Polk
loudspeaker is meticulously construeted to perform and to Jast. Its
intended goal and purpose is fulfilling your musical pleasure.
However, like any finely crafted object, the many and varied
delights of owning Palk loudspeakers transcend Polk’s original
design goals.

TEST 44
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Polk’s exclusive Cidac computer system precisely and accurately
checks every Polk speaker in the critical areas of loudspeaker
performance.
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Visit Your Nearest Dealer and Experience the Magnificent Sound of Polk.

Driver Complement

Size (inches)

Shipping Weight
Frequency Response
Recom, Assoc.

A. SDA SRS

Four 1 inch Polk SL
2000 silver coil
dome tweeters

Elght 612 Inch Polk
tri-laminate
polymer bass-
midrange drivers
(6503)

One 15 Inch planar
fluid-coupted sub-
woofer

6312Hx 21W x 13D

182 pounds
10 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-1000 watts/

B. SDA-SRS 2

Two 1 inch Polk SL
2000 silver coil
dome tweeters

Four 612 inch Polk
tri-laminate
polymer bass-
midrange drivers
(6509)

One 15 inch planar
fluid-coupled sub-
woofer

50H x 201 146W x
121520

142 pounds
12 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-750 watts/channel

C.SDA-1B

Two 1inch Polk SL
2000 silver coll
dome tweeters

Four 612 inch Polk
tri-laminate
polymer bass-
midrange drivers
(6600x)

One 12 Inch planar
fluid-coupled sub-
woofer

43%2H x 16W x 12D

85 pounds
15 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-500 watts/channel

D. SDA-2A

One 1inch Polk SL
2000 silver coil
dome tweeter

Two 62 inch Polk
tri-laminate
polymer bass-
midrange drivers
(6510)

One 12 inch planar
fluid-coupled sub-
woofer

3912H x 16W x 12D

80 pounds
15 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-500 watts/channel

E.SDA-CRS +

One 1inch Polk SL
2000 silver coil
dome tweeter

Two 612 inch Polk
tri-laminate
polymer bass-
midrange drivers
(6510)

One 10inch fluid-
coupled sub-
woofer

12V2H x 20W x 92D

36 pounds
24 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-200 watts/channel

F. Monitor 12C

One 1 Inch Polk SL
2000 silver coil
dome tweeter

Two 612 inch Polk
tri-laminate
polymer bass-
midrange drivers
(6501)

One 12 inch planar
fluid-coupled sub-
woofer

39H x 16W x 1178D

75 pounds
17 Hz-26,0C0 Hz
10-500 watts/channel

G. Monitor 10B

One 1 inch Polk SL
2000 silver coil
dome tweeter

Two 612 inch Polk
tri-laminate
polymer bass-
midrange drivers
(6503)

One 10 inch fluid-
coupled sub-
woofer

28H x 16W x 113D

50 pounds
20 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-200 watts/channel

Amplification channel
Crossover Frequency  45Hz and 2000 Hz 45 Hz and 2kHz 50 Hz and 2000 Hz 50 Hz and 2kHz 60 Hz and 2000 Hz 50 Hz and 2000 Hz 60 Hz and 2500 Hz
Nominal impedance 4 ohms 4 ohms 4 ohms 4 ohms 6 ohms 4 ohms 6 ohms
Maximum Output Level  125dB 123dB 120dB 120dB8 116dB 11848 118dB
Efticiency  93dB 92dB 92dB 92dB 92dB 92dB 92dB
Warranty  Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year
parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor
Price  $1395.00 ea. $995.00 ea. $695.00 ea. $499.00 ea. $395.00 ea. $479.95 ea. $329.95 ea.
H. Monitor 7C  |. Monitor 5B J. Monitor 5jr K. Monitor 4A L. VS-12 M. VS-1¢ N. VS-25
Driver Complement  One 1 inch Polk SL One 1 inch Polk SL One 1 inch Polk SL One 1inch polymer One 1inch polymer One 1 inch polymer One 1 inch polymer
2000 silver coil 2000 silver coil 2000 sliver coll dome tweeter dome tweeter dome tweeter dome tweeter
dome tweeter dome tweeter dome tweeter One 612 inch Polk One 6v2 inch Polk One 62 incn Polk QOne 62 inch Polk
One 612 inch Polk One 62 inch Polk One 62 inch Polk tri-laminate tri-laminate tri-laminate tri-laminate
tri-laminate tri-laminate tri-laminate polymer bass- polymer bass- polymer bass- polymer bass-
polymer bass- polymer bass- polymer bass- midrange driver midrange driver midrange driver midrange driver
midrange driver midrange driver midrange driver (6502) (6504) (6504) One 612 inch fluid-
(6502) (6502) (6502) coupled sub-
One 10 inch fluid- One 8 inch fluid- woofer
coupled sub- coupled sub-
wooter woofer
Size (inches) 24Hx 14W x 9VuD 21V2H x 1012W 17H x 9W x 878D 1412H x 8v2W 14Y4H x 812W x 11D 18% x 82Wx 11D 22%H x 82W x 11D
x 812D x 73D
Shipping Weight 36 pounds 29 pounds 45 pounds per pair 32 pounds per pair 19 pounds 22 pounds 25 pounds

Frequency Response
Recom. Assoc.

24 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-150 watts/channel

28 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-125 watts/channel

30 Hz-26,000 Hz
10-100 watts/channel

31 Hz-25,000 Hz
10-80 watts/channel

30 Hz-25,000 Hz
3-80 watts/channel

28 Hz-25,000 Hz
3-100 wattschannel

26 Hz-25,000 Hz
3-125 watts/channel

Amplification
Crossover Frequency 60 Hz and 2500 Hz 60 Hz and 3000 Hz 3000 Hz 4500 Hz 3000 Hz 3000 Hz 100 Hz and 3000 Hz
Nominal Impedance 4 ohms 4 ohms 4 ohms 4 ohms 6 ohms 6 ohms 6 ohms
Maximum Output Level  116dB 116dB 114dB 114dB 114dB 11408 116dB
Efficiency 91dB 91dB 92dB 92dB 93dB 93dB 93dB
Warranty  Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year Limited five year
parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor parts and labor
Mounting Depth -_ — — _ —_
Price  $249.95 ea. $189.95 ea. $129.95 ea. $84.95 ea. $99.95ea $149.95 ea. $199.95 ea.
0. MM ia P.MM llla Q.MM IV R. MM Va S. MM Xa T. MM Xila U. MM XIVa
Driver Compiement  Full Range 4 inch One 2 inch ferro- One V2 Inch ferro- One 2 inch fero- One 2 inch ferro- One 12 inch ferro- One 62 inch Polk
polymer-treated fluid damped poly- fluid damped poly- fluld damped dome fluld damped poly- fluld damped poly- tri-laminate
system mer dome tweeter mer dome tweeter tweeter mer dome tweeter mer dome tweeter polymer-treated
One 5Vainch One 5V4 inch One 612 inch One 6'2 Inch Polk One 6'2 Inch Polk bass-midrange
polymer-treated polymer-treated polymer-treated tri-laminate tri-laminate driver
bass-midrange bass-midrange bass-midrange polymer-treated polymer-treated
driver driver driver bass-midrange bass-midrange
Oriver: %4 Diam. dnver driver
x1H
Size (inches)  5-1/4 Diam. x V2H 68 Diam x J4H 814L x 6W x 11/2H Tweeter: 238L x 6¥%s Diam. x 1H 9121 x 63W x 1H 6¥s Diam. x 1H
2%Wx 1H
Shipping Weight 5 pounds per pair 6 pounds per pair 7 pounds per pair 9 pounds per palr 9 pounds per palr 9 pounds per pair 8 pounds per pair

Frequency Response

Recom. Assoc.
Amplification

Crossover Frequency
Nominal impedance
Maximum Output Level
Efficiency

Warranty

Mounting Depth
Price

80 Hz-15,000 Hz
5-50 watts/channel

4 ohms
10808
94dB

Limited one year
parts and labor

12 inch
$79.90 pr.

40 Hz-20,500 Hz
5-100 watts/channel

4000 Hz
4 ohms
112d8B
90dB

Limited one year
parts and labor

2w inch
$124.90 pr.

40 Hz-20,500 Hz
5-100 watts/channel

4000 Hz
4 ohms
11208
88dB

Limited one year
parts and labor

1% inch
$219.90 pr

38 Hz-20,500 Hz
5-100 watts/channel

4000 Hz
4 ohms
112dB
90dB

Limited one year
parts and labor

258 inch
$219.80 pr.

38 Hz-20,500 Hz
5-100 watts/channel

4000 Hz
4 ohms
11208
91dB

Limited one year
parts and labor

258 inch
$199.90 pr.

38 Hz-20,5C0 Hz
5-100 watts/channel

4000 Hz
4 ohms
112dB
91dB

Limited one year
parts and labor

258 inch
$199.90 pr.

38 Hz-Variable
5-100 watts/channel

Variable
4 ohms
11208
90dB

Limited one year
parts and labor

258 inch
$119.90 pr.

Your choice of many beautiful cabinet finishes:

SDA SRS and SDA SRS2 are avafable in a beautiful hand-olled oak or walnut finish. All ot
All models except the 4A are avallable at extra cost in hand-oiled oak or walnut finishes. Ve

her SDA and Monitor speakers come standard In furniture grade walnut or rosewood woodgrain vinyl.
deo Sound Loudspeakers are available in several finishes including desigrer black vinyl

Specifications subject to change without notice due to design refinements and or improvements. Prices are only approximate and may vary. Polk stands are shown in the photographs and are

Digital Disc Ready

recommended, but optional.

Where to buy Polk Speakers? For your nearest dealer, see page 29.
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Matthew Polk Personally Invites YouTo Win
A Free Pair q! His Extraordinary Sounding SDA SRSs

“I bope you’re the winner of my ultimate loudspeakers”

Matthew Polk

Office of Matthew Polk

Dear fellow music lover,

My life and work is dedicated to designing better sounding loudspeakers for your listening pleasure. 1 am certain that when you hear the remarkable sonic
capabilities of my loudspeakers for yourself, you will agree. I would like to join with your nearest authorized Polk dealer in extending a perscnal invitation to you to
audition all my superb sounding Polk speakers, the Incredible sounding/Affordably priced Monitors, the Mobile Monitors, the new VideoSound Loudspeakers and
especially my revolutionary 3rd generation TRUE STEREO SDAs. When you visit your nearest Polk dealer to hear them, you will get a free chance to win a pair of my
ultimate dream loudspeaker, the SDA-SRSs.

My goal in designing all Polk loudspeakers is to make listening a more satisfying and enjovable experience for you. Polk Monitor Series speakers have been
acclaimed by the worlds experts as the best sounding speakers for the money available on the market. SDA technology takes music reproduction a giant step forward (or
more properly allows you to correctly hear the full sonic benefits of stereo, over loudspeakers) and now all 5 SDAs incorporate the latest 3rd generation TRUE STEREQ
technology pioneered in my top of the line Signature Reference Systems (SRS). You must hear the SDAs for yourself to experience the sound that High Fidelity called
“Mind Boggling, Astounding and Flabbergasting,”

To help me in my work I very much want to know which audible benefits of SDA technology are the most dramatic ard significant to you. | would sincerely
appreciate this input and to thank you [ will be giving away a free pair of SDA-SRSs every 3 months to someone like yourself. Imagine, you may win a free pair of SDA-
SRSs just for visiting a Polk dealer and listening to my speakers! Don't pass up this opportunity to hear how much better Polk speakers can make your music sound, and
maybe win a pair for free. You will enjoy visiting your local Polk dealer. They have been selected to handle our products because of the high quality of professionalism,
expertise and customer service that they offer. I can personally recommend them to take care of all your audio needs. Visit them soon.

Make sure you listen to all the excellent equipment they carry including all my incredibly affordable Polk Monitor Series loudspeakers (priced from approx. $85.00
ea.). They share many of the same components and features of the SDA and bear a strong family resermblance in sound quality as well. 1 look forward to hearing from
you. Thanks again for your help.

Happy listening,

S sts— ,82.4

Matthew Polk
V.P. Engineering
Chairman of the Board

PS. Someone will win a free pair of SDA-SRSs — I hape it's you!

——— ACTNOW —— S 2“:‘;’:‘:’:’” :":i':ﬁcem:::”d‘::f:’ks Visit Your Nearest Dealer
Free SDA-SRS Drawing ¢ el Before Dec 15
[] Yo may win a free pair of SDA-SRSs

This is an entry form in a nationwide drawing for a free pair of SDA-SRS loudspeakers. Simply fill out this form and leave it with your participating Polk dealer,
after you audition the SDA-SRS.

Name
Address .
Citv State Zip
Phone (please include area code)

What most impressed you about the sound of the Revolutionary TRUE STEREO SDAs?

| Three dimensional imaging | Huge sound field Deep, tight, dvnamic bass
| Lifelike ambience and clarity | High efficiency and dynamic range | TRUE STEREQ separation
5601 Metro Dr., Baltimore, MD 21215 / 301-358-3600 / Cable Address “Polk”  Telex: 87-993 / Polk Audio BAL
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Where to buy Polk Speakers

AUTHORIZED DEALER LIST
ALABAMA Auburn: Aucio Warehouse +
Birmingham (Homewoed): Audition +
Huntsville: Campbeils Audio Video «
Mobile: Fidler HiFi nomgnm-ry The
Recotd

3 Shop
ALASKA Anchorage: Stumek’s - Fairdanks
HoHts Music
ARIZONA Flagsistt: Sound Pro - Mesa:
Hi i Saies + Tuscom: Audio Emporium.
Sounds Greal
ARKANSAS Littie Rock: Lefsure Elecironics «
Searcy: Sound
CALIFORNIA Arcata: Arcata Audio »
Bakerstield: Sound Advice - Berkeley:
Sounding Baard + Campbell: Sound Goods «
Chics: Sounds By Dave - Davis: World
Electronrcs + Fairfield: C & M Slevw
Uniimited » Fresno: Valley Siereo
Bevetly Stereo - MIN Vlllly World
ol Sound + Napa: Futurnsion » Orange
Absoiute Audio * Penn, : Calforna Siereo
+ Sacramento: World Eiectonics » San Di-
ego: Sound Company ¢ San Francisco:
Stereo Slore, Worid of Sound « San Gabriel:
Audio Concept - Santa Barbara: Creative
Stereq + Sanla Craz: Stereo Solution - Santa
Maria: Crealive Slereo - Santa Monica:
Shefley' Siereq - Stockion: Gluskins Camesa
Audio Video - Thousand Daks: Crealive
Stereo « Ventura: Crealive Siereo « Visaila;
Metro Siereo « Walnut Creek: High Fidelity
» Woodiand Mills: Sheileys Sterea
A Call Evolutm Technoiogy, Toronto
loc nearest deaier 1-800-263-6395
EOLDMDD Arvada: Soundtiack + Aurora:
Soundtrack » Boulder. Soundirack, Wave
length Sterec « Calorade Springs- Sunshine
Audio » Denver. Soundtrach - Littleton:
Soundtrack  Pueblo: Sushine Audio
COMNECTICUT Avon: Hi Fi Siereo House
Brookdield: Sounds ncredible - Fairfield
Audio Design - Greenwich: Al Frankiin
Musical Worlg » Groton: Robert's The Musical
World « Harttord: Al Franklin's Musical World
+ New Haven. Audio Den » Newingtor: Hi Fi
Sle'eo House + Iel London: Roverts The
Music Peopie - Norwalk: Audiotronics
DISTHICT OF COLUMBIA Myer Emco
FLORIOA Altamonte Springs: Audio Spec
trum » Boca Raton: Capt Video - Daytona
Beach: Stereotypes + Fi. Lauderdale: Capl.
Video + FI. Myers: Siereo Garage * R
Pierca: Sound Shack « FI. Walten Beach
Audio Internationa! + Jacksonvitie: Auvdio
Tech = Lakeworth: Sound Shack « Merritt
Island: Soumevn Audnu Miami: Audio By
ipainefic Ear « Na
range Part Amu
5+ Ortando: Audio Spectrum + Pen-
sacola: Fidles Hi f1 - Tallahassee: S!ueo
Store » Tampa: Audio Vision - W. Paim
Beach: Etectronic Connection
GEORGIA Atlanta: Stereo Village - Augusia:
Stereo Cily » Dututh: Stereo Village - Morrow.
Stereo Yillage » Savannah: Augic Warehouse «
Smyma.: Stereo Village - Tucker. Sierea
vl
/ANl Honotutu: Stereo Stalion
IDAHO Boise: Siereo * Mosc:
AuthoVision « Pocatelle: Siokes Brothers -
Sandpoint: flectracralt - Twin Falls: Audio

Caruso, Capt
jes: Stereo Gamw

Warehouse
LLINOIS Aurors: Stéreo Systems + 8loom-
ingdate: Alan’ Creative Stereo + Butfalo
Grove: Columina Audio Video - Champaign:
Glenn Poor's » DeKalb: Audio Plus « Hoffman
Estates: Sinply Slereo - Highland Pari:
Columia Audio Video + Lansing: Audio
Clinec « M1, Prospect: Simply Stereo +
Normal: Glenn Poor’s » Northbrook. Atans
Creatrve Siereq + Proria; Team Electronics «
Riverdaie: Simply Stereo = Stereo Designs +
Rocktard: Columbia Aucio Yideo + Shaum-
berg: Alan's Creative Stereo_ Hi Fi Huich »
Sp ngﬂlll Sundown One « Sterling: Mid-
< Fi « Vernon Hitls: Alan's Creative
smc Vilia Park: Hi Fi Hutch - Waukegan:
Alan's Creative Stereo
INDIANA Bioaminglon: Hogsser Electiomics «
Blumwl Eley TV 8 Stereo - Greenwood:
Bws Indlm-pnllz Nu Fi Buys Llll
cﬂ Marion: Classic Stereo
uncie Hi Fi Bm + South Bend: Class
Stere « Terre Haute: Hoaster Elecionics
IOWA Des Moines: Aucio Labs * Fllﬂlnlﬂ
Goiden Ear Audio Video » Mason City: Sound
Worid - Sioux City: Audio Emporum
KANSAS Emporia; Neison's - Junction
City: Audio Junction - Overland Pafic Audio
Elecionics » WI:hlln. Audic Visions »

KEFNTUCIV Lexington: Stereo Shoppe -
Louisville: Hi Fi Buys « Owensbare: FM

:& Fidelity

ISIANA Batan Rouge: Siereo Village »

Greina: Steweo Village - Latayette: Sound

Eleciromcs « Metairie: Skereo Yillage « New

Orteans: Stereo WIhge - Opelousas: Sound

Electronics Shreveport: Audio Frdelily »
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Mea Culpa
Dear Editor:

In reviewing the Kenwood KRC-999
Car Stereo (April 1986) Leonard Feld-
man made the statement, “Azimuth er-
ror was only 53° for a 15.8-kHz signal
recorded on both channels of the test
tape. This is one of the lowest azimuth-
error readings | have obtained for car
cassette players recently.

In examining Fig. 9, which shows
azimuth error as displayed on the
Sound Technology ST-1500A, that
statement would appear to be valid.
However, one of the “problems™ with
the Sound Tech is that it can only di-
rectly display azimuth errors up to a
maximum of 180°. In interpreting the
display, it becomes necessary to look
at the lower frequencies first, in order
to establish a trend, so that an accu-
rate assessment of high-frequency azi-
muth error can be made.

Specifically, if the azimuth error at
the 2.8-kHz point is approximately
- 60° (as shown), the actual azimuth
error at a shorter wavelength (158
kHz) must be greater. In this case, the
correct figure at 15.8 kHz would be
—307°, or almost an entire wavelength
off. This large an error may explain why
the data was so easy to misinterpret. It
would seem that the azimuth error is
not “one of the lowest but rather
one of the highest in recent memory.

Michael W. Silber
Palmdale, Cal.

Editor's Note: Mr. Silber is absolutely
correct; | misinterpreted the data pre-
sented on the Sound Tech. Frankly, !
never expected the azimuth error to be
that great, so | assumed the lower
number. But upon checking the Sound
Tech manual | found that this type of
indication does mean an error of great-
er than 180°—Leonard Feldman

Setting the Records Straight
Dear Editor:

| just read Ted Fox's interview with
Bob Thiele (February 1986) and en-
joyed it very much. Bob is an old friend
of mine and | produced several ses-
sions for his various labels over the
years.

There’s just one point I'd like to cor-
rect. Bob was not the first to record
Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong
together. | recorded them on my Es-

quire All Americans session for RCA in
January 1946, 15 years before Bob's
session. | mentioned this to Bob on the
phone, and he said that it had slipped
his mind.

That was one date | was particularly
proud of. I've been making records
even longer than Bab, starting in Eng-
land in 1936 with Benny Carter. Later
| produced the record debuts of
George Shearing, Sarah Vaughan, Di-
nah Washington and quite a few oth-
ers, also writing music, lyrics and ar-
rangements for most of them. For a
while | had my own company, Mercer
Records, in partnership with Duke's
son, Mercer Ellington.

Incidentally, | was responsible for
the revival of the Impulse label five
years ago and insisted they use the
original cover color theme and spines.
The reissues | assembled, by McCoy
Tyner, Mingus, Rollins, B. B. King and
others, are still in the catalog

Thought you might like to have these
details for the record

Leonard Feather
Sherman Oaks, Cal.

Cultivating Quad
Dear Editor:

In your September 1977 issue you
published a letter of mine. The letter
concerned the state of quadraphonic
sound and included a plea for all inter-
ested parties to gather together in a
club and perpetuate the medium as
best as possible.

Thanks to that one letter, | went on to
publish a surround-sound newsletter
through 1984. It brought together
many people, from all over the world,
who truly enjoyed the medium. Unfor-
tunately, as the years have rolled by,
surround-sound recordings have dwin-
dled almost out of existence.

However, with the video craze in full
swing, | have seen new hope on the
horizon for this mulli-channel medium
and the people who still have not
abandoned hope for that format. Many
music viceotapes are now encoded for
four-channel playback, as are major
motion pictures. Also, the videodisc
format is fast becoming a shining star
In this area.

| think a videodisc club is now in
order. Not only is this one of the best
video playback mediums available,
but also a new breeding ground for
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DCD-1500
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Canon America, Inc, 27 _ow Drive, Feirfield, NJ 0700¢
Cenon Canado, Bic., 17 Denison Sred, Aerkhom, Ont. L3R 186 Conodc
*Waod side-panels egtionol. Dolby is o re@isered trodemcrk of Colby Lobs

Lots of ccmpanies let you run a comoo-
nent hi-fi system from across the room. Some
even let you do it with only one -emote con-
troller. Sound ferrific2 That depends....on how
the componerts sound.

At D=nor, we believe that superior sound
is the only thing that makes high fidelity worth
the money. We call this philosaphy Design
Integrity. And i's evident in eve~y new Deron
remote component —from thetap of the I'ne
you see here* ‘0 our rost affo-dable remote
models.

The DCE-1500 Compact Disc Plcyer
(shown) has already been dedared ”Referenze
Class” by Genmany's Audio and HiFi Vision
magazines. Inthe U.S.. Digital Audio gro-
claimed, “The Denon engineers who created
the DCD-1500 should be honorad in public”

Denon’s expertise in mak ng pro digtal
recorders and blank ape is reflected in t?e new
DRM-30HX Cassette Deck. Yo. can see itintre
three-head design. In the supe~smooth three-
motor transport. And in the choice of Dolby® B,
C, and HX Pro.

Tharks tc Design Integrity, the DRA-95VR
Receiver uses the sanre Pure Current Power
Supply, Non-NFB circuitry, anc MC cartridge
inputs as Denon infegrated amps. What's more,
every Denon raceiver provides switching
facilities for a VCR, a video dis< player ard a
video monitor.

So before you buy componznts whose
most impressive feature is a remote control, get
yourselfto a Denon dzaler. And 'isten o the
remote ccntrol whose most impressive feature
is the components it controls.

DENON

DESIGN INTEGEKITY
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“It amazes me how little
people understand about
the broadcast business,
and I guess that’s the
fault of those of us who
are in it.”

surround sound to grow and prosper

in. If other Audio readers agree with

my thoughts, please write to me. | think

we can all benefit from each other’s

input and assemble a new group of
devoted quadraphiles.

Jay Frank

7424 Sylvia Ave.

Reseda, Cal. 91335

Powerful Congratulations
Dear Editor:

| rarely have been impressed
enough with a story to respond with a
letter, but Audio’s two-part interview
with Mitch Miller (November and De-
cember 1985) was such insightful
reading that | was inspired to do so.

Ted Fox's probing questions were
matched by Miller's energetic repar-
tee, resulting in the most informative
and engaging story | have ever read in
a music publication. | wish all maga-
zine articles were so wonderfully can-
did. And if there were more music-
business administrators who shared
Mitler's total honesty and talent, then a
new influx of songwriters and produc-
ers would have an opportunity to prove
themselves. As a record producer and
studio owner, | regretfully share Mr.
Miller's sentiment that “it's the lawyers
and accountants who make the deals
today, not the producers or artists.

My congratulations to the Audio edi-
torial staff for such frank reporting.
Keep up the good work.

Tony Bongiovi
Co-owner, Power Station Studios
New York, N.Y.

Commmercial Support
Dear Editor:

As a 20-year member of the com-
mercial radio broadcasting field, |
would like to respond to a letter, titled
"FM A-OK," which appeared in the
June 1986 “Signals & Noise” column.

The gentleman who wrote the letter
apparently knows a lot about radio tun-
ers, but little about how the radio sta-
tions operate that broadcast the sig-
nals. It is incorrect to say that “com-
mercial broadcasting is designed to
serve the needs of the advertiser.” It is
designed to attract as many listeners
as possible. The station that does this
gets the most advertising and can
charge the highest rates. It is also to-
tally misguided to imply that radio sta-

tions use processing of their audio so
that advertisers' commercials will be
louder, thus supposedly making them
happy. Very often, listeners will tune in
to the loudest signals on the dial, so
processing is designed to get the most
listeners. The advertiser has no idea
whether his commercial is loud or not.
All he cares about is if it gets on the air
and if it brings in business.

It is uninformed to say that “the con-
sumer does not care about quality.”
Every indication is that American con-
sumers are demanding more quality,
not less. Also, it is unfair to label com-
mercial broadcasting as “mindless
noise.” I'm sure that some radio sta-
tions could fit into that category, but a
majority of commercial broadcasters
are extremely concerned about airing
a good product, one that will attract the
most listeners. As for “mind-numbing
advertising,” certainly some of it could
be called that. But | should point out
that the noncommercial stations regu-
larly engage in mind-numbing cam-
paigns for money, which can stretch
on for many painful days at a time.

The writer also suggests that com-
mercial radio station operators are not
interested in hearing from listeners
concerning what they want. Nothing
could be farther from the truth. | have
seen some radio station General Man-
agers create almost an uproar over
one listener complaint.

It never ceases to amaze me how
little people understand the broadcast-
ing business, and | guess that's the
fault of those of us who are in it

Mark Weaver
Baltimore, Md.

A Summed Output
Dear Editor:

Just thought I'd share my observa-
tions on a few items that have ap-
peared in Audio over these past
months. Aren't you thrilled?

| was pleased to see the "Auricle” by
Anthony H. Cordesman, “One Listen-
er's CD Player Survey,” in the January
1986 issue. It was so refreshing and
satisfying to see an article on the CD
format that was intelligent and unbi-
ased. I've always maintained that CD
was not the horror that some critics
would have us believe. On the other
hand, | never accepted the premise
that CDs were “perfect” and that fur-

ther improvement was unnecessary or
impossible. In fact, CD proponents
have probably done the most damage
because of their overly enthusiastic
praise. Nevertheless, for me the CD is
an ideal music source.

“Digital Ptomaine” in April 1986
threw me at first. | thought that Nekn-
naml Hop was writing a serious col-
umn, and only near the end did | catch
on that it was a farce. The reason for
my confusion was the write-up on the
Bosendorfer 290 SE system in Janu-
ary's “Behind the Scenes." After that,
the idea of a “pure-performance’ ma-
chine didn't seem so strange to me.
But the joke's on Mr. Hop. He refers to
research being done on a mechanical
throat and mouth which, with the aid of
computer control, can mimic the hu-
man singing voice. Well, the fact is,
there is nothing unique about a lifeless
automaton mimicking the human sing-
iIng voice. Rita Coolidge has been do-
ing it for years!

Ivan Berger should carry a pair of
ear plugs with him if loud rock music
causes him to put his fingers in his
ears! (See April "Spectrum.”) Better
yet, stay out of those places. | never
found excessively loud music to have
any appeal. In fact, it's not music at all,
in my opinion.

Francis Pivar
New Kensington, Pa.

Eagle Eye
Dear Editor:

| found Herman Burstein's article
“Build a Stereo/Balance Test Switch,”
in the July issue of particular interest
since a vital component of his unit is an
Eagle product, catalog No. 615 Knife
Switch.

If any of your readers would like in-
formation regarding obtaining this
switch, they may contact our Sales
Dept. at (718) 937-8000.

Steven J. Nussbaum

Eagle Electric Mfg. Co.
45-31 Court Sgq.

Long Island City, N.Y. 11101

Editor's Note: Mr. Nussbaum is right;
we did use an Eagle product in build-
Ing the test switch shown in the photo
accompanying the article. However,
we should note that similar switches
from other manufacturers will work
equally well —E. M.
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Powerful

Throughout the world Carver high fidelity
audio components are acclaimed for technol-
ogy. respected for execution of design, and
depended upon for reliability. They are also.

and perhaps this is most important of all. appre-

ciated tor musicality.

Musical

Enter No. 28 on Reader Service Card

Accurate

“State-of-the-Art” is merely a point of depar-
ture for Carver Corporation. Indeed, since the
introduction of its first products. the M-400 May-
netic Field Amplifier and the C-4000 Sonic
Holography-Autocorrelation Preamplifier ata
major trade show in January of 1979, Carver
Corporation. under the direction of its founder,
Bob Carver, has been suid to have “redefined
the state-of-the-uudio art”

One reason for this is the inherent differ-
ence between Carver Corporation and the con-
ventional mass technology company: There
is a single vesion behind us in the form of
Bob Carver.

Certairdy. Carver Corporation maintains a
lurge and talented enginecring department as
capable as any other major audio manutacturer.
A large staff and a great deal of complicated test
equipment is only a means to an end. To attain
distmction requires the sort of talent and vision
which Bob Carver alone has brought to high
quality electronics.

Unlike other compantes, which have felt
compelled to constantly release streams of
me-too products incorporating scarcely discem-
ible “breakthroughs’”. Carver has slowly and
deliberately set out to solve previously unsolr-
able problems. Problems which have limited
musical enjoyment and distunced the listener
from: a totally realistic musical experience.

One by one, Carver’s insight and circuit
engineering genius—combined with a deep love
of music— have produced totally new technolo-
gies which stand out from the mass of electron-
ics on your dealer’s shelves.




“Bob Carver is definitely an
audio and r.f. genius.”

(Leonard Feldman, Audio Magazine)

THE MAGNETIC FIELD
POWER AMPLIFIER

The technology of the Carver Magnetic
Field Power Amplifier solves some of the most
basic problems of conventional power ampli-
fiers: high cost. great weight, and excessive
heat generation.

The Carver M-400t is the first amplifier to
utilize this technological breakthrough. A 200
watt per channel amplifier in a seven-inch cube
weighing less than ten pounds, the M-400t is
powerful, accurate, and musical.

“lts distortion and noise levels are entirely
negligible. It is hardly conceivable that a small,
inexpensive, lightweight cube such as this
could deliver as much clean power as any but
a few of the largest conventional amplifiers on
the market—but it does ... An important new
amplifier design.”

(Hirsch-Houck Labs in Stereo Review)

Music reproduction was superb and com-
pletely free of any false bass coloration or mud-
diness. The amplifier handied the toughest
transients we were able to feed it, with ease. It
is, to put it mildly. quite an achievement and
one that is likely to change the way many of us
think of power amp design in the future.’
(Leonard Feldman in Audio)

When Ovation Magazine reviewed the
M-500t. they reported:

‘The amplifier just doesn't look big
enough or heavy enough to deliver the kind of
power that it claims. But after listening to it for
a while, we found ourselves opening it up “full
throttle,” and only then did we appreciate Bob
Carver's remarkable achievement. The ampli-
fier's sound quality is excellent: it need not
take second place to even the most esoteric
and costly amplifiers in that regard. Listening
to its tight, clean bass and its well-balanced,
uncolored midrange and treble reproduction,
one tends to forget that the cost of that
power—on a “dollars per watt” basis. is only
S1.11 per watt.

Of the Carver M-1.5t, Peter Aczel, Editor
and Publisher of The Audio Critic has said. = ...
the equai of any power amplifier in trans-
parency. focus and smoothness and, of course
far ahead of any other we tested in sheer gut-
shaking power and dynamic range. We espe-
cially enjoy hearing spatial detail, instrumental
definition and completely natural dynamics on
familiar records to a degree we did not know
was extractable from the grooves when we lis-
tened through lesser amplifiers. At this level of
sonic performance, the astoundingly small size
and cool operation of the M-1.5t become the
icing on the cake, rather than the main
attraction.

SONIC HOLOGRAPHY

The problems of sonic imagery inherent in
conventional stereophonic reproduction have
been solved by the Sonic Hologram Generator.
available in three different components: The
C-4000 and C-1 Preampilifiers and the C-9 Sonic
Hologram Generator.

Very briefly. the Sonic Hologram presents
timing and phase information that exists in

CRITICAL ACCLAIM

stereo program material—but is normally inau-
dible. With Sonic Holography. this information
emerges in three-dimensional space around
the listener who is thus able to establish the
precise location of the instruments and voice.

The impact on the listener of Sonic Holog-
raphy is best described by the most experi-
enced and knowledgeable experts in the audio
industry.

‘When the lights were turned out we
could almost have sworn we were in the
presence of areal live orchestra.”

Hal Rodgers, Senior Editor,
Popular Electronics

“The effect strains credibility—had | not
experienced it, | probably would not believe
it...the ‘'miracle’ is that it uses only the
two normal front speakers.”

Julian Hirsch, Hirsch-Houck Labs,
Stereo Review

" ... it brings the listener substantially
closer to that elusive sonic illusion of being
in the presence of a live performance.
Larry Klein, Technical Director,

Stereo Review

"...seems to open a curtain and reveal
a deployment of musical forces extending
behind. between and beyond the speakers .
terrific.”
High Fidelity

‘Instruments and performers are located
where they belong whether to the front of,
between, beside or behind the speakers—
in sort. anywhere in a 180 degree arc facing
the listener.

Omni Magazine

"The effect is both impressive and exciting
to experience.”
Stereo Review

BREAKTHROUGH IN
FM STEREO RECEPTION

Carver’'s most recent technological break-
through is the Asymmetrical Charge-Coupled
FM Detector circuit, a special feature of the
Carver TX-1l FM Stereo Tuner.

This unique circuit drastically reduces
multipath and distant station noise, while
providing fully-separated stereo reception with
space. depth and ambience.

The TX-11 has received unprecedented
acclaim from reviewers:

“It is by a wide margin the best tuner we
have tested to date.”

“What distinguishes the TX-11 is its ability
to pull clean noise-free sound out of weak or
multipath ridden signals that would have you
lunging for the mono switch on any other tuner
we know of.’

High Fidelity

“Breakthrough in FM tuner performance:
Carver TX-I1.”

“The significance of its design can only be
fully appreciated by setting up the unit. tuning
to the weakest. most unacceptable stereo sig-
nals you can find, then pushing those two
magic buttons.

‘Separation was still there; only the back-
ground noise had been diminished, and with it,
much of the sibilance and hissy edginess so

characteristic of multi-path interference.”

“A tuner which long-suffering fringe area
residents and those plagued by multipath dis-
tortion and interference have probably been
praying for.. .~
Leonard Feldman
Audio

" ...enjoy the music and forget about
noise and distortion.

“Under conditions of weak signal stereo
reception the effectiveness is almost magical.
Ovation

" A major advance .. .

'Its noise reduction of stereo reception
ranged from appreciable to tremendous.

"It makes the majority of stereo signals
sound virtually as quiet as mono signals, yet it
does not dilute the stereo effect.”

Julian D. Hirsch,
Stereo Review

THE CARVER RECEIVER

The 130 watt per channel Carver Receiver
which incorporates both the technology of the
Magpnetic Field Power Amplifier and the Asym-
metrical Charge Coupled FM Detector has also
received unprecedented praise from the
reviewers.

“The Carver Receiver is, without question,
one of the finest products of its kind | have ever
tested and used.”

Leonard Feldman, Audio Magazine

‘I consider the Carver Receiver to be the
‘most’ receiver | have yet tested in terms of the
quantitative and qualitative superiority of
almost all its basic functions.”

