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Start with the core technology of our legendary MIDI Timepiecethe first Now you've got the new MIDI Express XT! Thousands of recording studios and

MIDI interface to break the 128 channel barrier. Then add the ability to connect concert tours depend on the same Mark of the Unicorn technology that you'll
to a Mac or a PC (or even both at the same time!) One-touch programming find in the Express XT. And now, that same performance and reliability is
right from the front panel. MIDI Machine Control support. And plug-and-play yours for under £400. No other multiport MIDI interface gives you this much
compatibility with all Macintosh and Windows MIDI software. value at such an affordable price.
e ey SR channes Windiows 3.7 and Windows 95 EMPTE Sping o presers 1 power supply

| . |

midi express T
-

8x8 » 128 Channels

A

Foot _ Audio Connect a Mac or a PC — SMPTE sync 16 presets Support for Panic Button for
switch click-to-MIDI or both at the same time in all formats 8 factory and MIDI Machine instant All Notes Off
input converter 8 programmable Control

The new MIDI Express XT .

PO BOX 4
ARLESEY 21°°
BEDFORDSHIRE
SG15 6AA

1 TEL: 01462 733310
Mark of the Unicorn FAX: 01462 733390
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R N | 16mb simm £99
.' ‘@/ A U 4Mb 30pin SIMM.__£39 i
- . 8Mb 30pir. Simm.__£87 i
16Mb 30pin SiMM £197 |
4Mb 72pin SiMM.__£29
8Mb 72pin SIMM.__ £49
16Mb 72pin SiMm._£97 §
8Mb DIMM e4y
16Mb DIMM £96 [
32Mb DIMM £183 |
rices EX VAT ¢

o AKA| S3000XL 8

Excetlent value/quality Akai sampler
Complete with 16Mb RAM & FREE EZ drive
32 voice potyphony. 254 programs
Expandable up to 32 MB RAM

10 outputs

L

Chouse his

incredible -,

Mac/Sequencing only £49 ex VAT

bundle and get a 1 MIDIin

FREE ‘Internet- ?eMk‘a?lIJT:;anncI support

ready’ modam Use 2 for 32 chan suppor:
and FREE 58 inc vat

Opcode MID] 2
ntertne |

“Superb expandable sampling system
64 note polyphonic. 8 polyphonic outpuls
62 digital resonant filters / Equalisation

This complete package gives you a genuine Apple
Macintosh 8200/120 complete with 24Mb of RAM. Level 2
caches 1 Gig drive and a 147 monitor. CUBASE VST offers

> .n";
/ 8200 + VST PACKA

Pitch transposition over a full 10 octaves
Compatible with EIV Emax. S1000 librartes

8MB RAM. 1 GIG ™= — al! Y.he power of the cubase sequencing quine + the R ke, == _ ==
- ability to record audio direct to hard disk (with no only £89 ex VAT
additional hardware) and cool new 'virtual' EQ and ] 2 MiDIin
ff 4 ' f 2 - 6 MIDI out
BERE ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & & & & ¢ & oK E ect?'modules Here's what you get for less than _IN = B0 chantl
o £2,000 r b _' suport - great value
"“‘;:‘: e & Pouer flacintosh 8200/120 (320fhz PowerPC bOL) ey 1 £105 inc vat
SOUND MODULES pice & 24Mb RAM, 256K Level II cache N—
Akai S601v coolest sound € 16ig Hard Drives 147 monitor  [§200/120 24/1G16 + 14 MON
Great vintage sound module modules & Keyboard. Mouses CD-ROM drive
stuffed with character £229 £26%) | around Many & Cubase VST Audio/MIDI sequencer
A more tn stock -
EMU 0rb|t call @il o PR IRlnter face + cubase vst

Dance module packed with 3454 TODAYy for
‘zutting edge’ sounds - bril £6169 (£763) | the latest

only £229 ex VAT
2MID!in

o 6 MIDI cut

- Full 32 MID! chan suport

SMPTE read/write

§ £269 Inc val

l " ° All-in-one digital hard disk recording solution
‘rorr ¥ M. offering up to bY tracks of digitsl audio! The
4, 2 '.. " VS-880 also offers comprehensive cuts copy.
Here il is. the complete Cubase PC compatible :-. G | '_'l;: :-' TS 3 z:z‘t:; E:E:a?g:; ;Z:E;:;t::x?v:njdizz:; =
i e i : > only £349 ex VAT
BRI elution. Not for TSCISEEIRE et "'N"'"‘!r Buy now and get a FREE Jaz drive & FX bpard!! Y
dubious origins. With this package you get a [ 8MIDIin
branded Hewlett Packard HP Vectra 120Mhz & b4 tracks (8 tracks x & virtual tracks) R 2 ol
5 i c¢hannel sy
Pentium complete with SVGA monitor & On-board SCSI interface. All fader movementss pan etx automated via MIDI SMPTE rudlw:?:

HP Vetra P120 16Mb RAM, 840Mb Drive £410 inc vat
15" SVBA Monitor & Keyboard

Cubase v3 for the PC

COMPLETE SYSTEM

€ Digital mixer with 14 input channels. digital Equalisation
& 2 stereo busses. 8 recording busses. Digital I/0.
& Full NMTC slave or Sync ROLAND VS-880
& FREE 1 GIG Jaz Drive

& FREE Digital FX processing board

free jaz & digital fx

—_ only £799 ex VAT |
15 MIDI in
15 MIDI out. Patchbay
240 channel support
SMPTE readfwrite
-

contact

0171258 3454

EIpNER 0 1 71 723 8150

Packages shown subject to avattability and are subject to ¢

939 Inc ¥

tsc@mem.co.uk
All prices are EXVATE& O E



THE SOLUTI

Full-screen video capture and playback
Amazing quality - good enough for corporate
video applications. quality QuickTime etc
Uses easy to use Premiere LE front end
Special LIMITED OFFER tusually £899)

THE SOLUTIONS COMPANY

offers the most
professional Mac 0S based multimedia. audio
and visual equipment in the UK. We have
professional staff uho in lWeb
design and other Internet services
Centrally located in the heart of
(close to Marble Arch) we have superb air
conditioned demonstration facilities
containing the very state of the art
equipment from the worlds leading edge
manufacturers.
OQur are conducted with unique
understanding of the product(s) in questions
and designed to help you to make a
considered evaluation.
Call with your requiresents
and we will make sure we come up with the
exdct solution that your needs.
And fits your budget.

array of

_con_tact

facsimile

0171 723 8150

tsc@mcecm co uk

Packages shown subject to availability and are subject to change without notice All trademark¢’respected All prices EX VAT E&OE

ONS COMPA

Sdcbe Premiere offers m

a superb video editing
environment. Applying
filters. transitions and
manipulation audio and
video tracks is

simplicity itself

OPTIONAL EXTRA
Elactronic Image - the
most powerfut 3D
rendering & animation
program available for
the Mac lets you

produce petwork

broadsas
CD-ROM games &
breakthrough
animated
walkthroughs. All for
only £2199 ex YAT

MED|A1OOGX|;'RO V‘ ' e

POWER TOWER PRO 180

An ultra-powerful video production system offering true broadcast quality video capture
and editing. Heart of the system is the Power Computing Power Tower Pro 180 - one of the
fastest MacOS compatible computer on the market today. This 180Mhz LO4Ye demon is
perfectly suited to high-end graphics and video work complimenting the Media 100dX systea
perfectly. As for Datatranslations Media 100ds itselfs it offers amazing guality video
capture and editing using the ultra-friendly Adobe Premier front end. The Micronet 8GB
Uide Array gives 'no-frame-drop' security while the addition of Adobe After Effects adds
the industries most impressive video - ——

effects to the system. ‘EQT,PLETEVVVIVDEGVSUI?EV'

& P.Tower Pro 1A0Mhz PowerP( bO4Ye 80/2G xB speed (D
& 20" Sony SFII Trinitron color monitor E
& Datatranslations Media 100@X Pro (Broadcast)

& Premier 4.2 & Micronet 8Gb Uide Array £16331 inc

all you need for only|

|

AUDIOMEDIA 11

TSC solution includes
Power Computing Power
100 (100Mhz 601) with
8Mb RAM + 850Mb Drive
+ CD-ROM + L2 cache
15" Color monitor !
Keyboard. mouse
Audiomedia Il card
Sound Designer (I

1 gig drive

AUDIOMEDIA 111

. 5 TSC solution includes
' , 8200/120 24/500/CD

15 color monitor

1 gig hard drive
- AudioMedia Il card
CHOICE OF AUDIO
SEQUENCER

Choice of audio
sequencer

CHOICE OF AUDIO

SEQUENCER

£8786 inc
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Here it is the ULTIMATE studio
package froa TSC. This

//, , e
complete solution offers the v ./////// . by
¥ I 0 g
very best in state-of-the- //7 77’ :/,r 2 // // »
art digital-audio L 4 ///; ~ £ »; / Py ~5
recording and mixing-. . g // 2 - // e
/////;:. ¥

First up is a ProTools
III PCI comprising of
tae core and two 888 I/0
audio interfaces. Next is the superb
yamaha 02r digital mixing console which
features superb automated digital mixing along
with in-built digital processing. Finally we have the

Apple Power Macintosh 9500/150. a real barnstormer of a
camputer featuring a 150Mhz 04 processor and six PCI slots.
Put this little lot together and you've got one hell of a
sisten’ Just check the spec of the components:

'complete system

L

POWERMAC 9500/150

PowerP
32Mb RAM
Supported 2 Gig Orive

YAMAHA 02R MIXING CONSOLE
Ultra high quality digitat mixing

PRO TOOLS (It

Pro Tools || P

ning @ 150Mhz
e CD-ROM

syslem core

Full moving fader automation

In-built digital EQ and DSP effects
Includes 2x CD8 AES/EBU 8 output boards
Can be configured with up to 40 ins/outs

Extended keyboard and mouse included

17" Trinitron color manitor

2 x Digidesign 688 audio interfaces

16 XLR batanced ins. 16 XLR balanced outs
16 AES/EBU connectors
16 channel playback 16 track recording

OW FOR INFO ON PRO TOO
-

§ Custemme
your Pro Tools
systemin
almost any way
imaginable using
add-ons and plug-
ins such as & 48
noise reduction,
D verls 24bit digital
/‘ reverb. Misler Lt OO

creator, %15 10
sound FX. a2 Fuciurie
{ multi-band EQ.
1C [ow s reverb chorus
& delay. And much
/ more

'£22088 inc

TOOLS

D p %A% A3, &5, 85, 0,
L )

it and the media is relatively inexpensive. TSC have put together a
unique bundle consisting of Yamaha's tried and tested CD-102 double
writer (x4 speed read). digidesign's
MasterList CD software. Toast multimedia CD
software and 10 blank media!

All for an incredible £979 + vat if
purchased with any TSC package-

cD

if purchased with

CD MASTERING SYSTEM

For the ultimate mastering you need C(P. It's universal. anyone can play

Masterlsl CT offers
Red Book standard
mastering with fuil PQ
encoding. it's
compatible with
Sound Designer il
files and is the only
serious choice for
manienog S Kl
sessions to CD-R
disks

Incredible yatug for
money!

speed

102. TOAST. MASTERLIST CD |

package

LS V4 |8

qsys/tdm

3d sund fx

d2 focusrite

masterlist ;:d

ﬂ

cd mastering

UBUS PRO TOOLS SYSTEM

TSC solution includes.
Power Computing Power

TSC solution includes.
82007120 with 24Mb

Th

RAM + 500Mb 100 {100Mhz 601) with
Drive « CD 16Mb RAM + 850Mb Drive
17" Trinitron, + CD-ROM

17 Trinitron monitor
Keyboard. mouse

| Pro Tools Ill NuBus core
882 I/0 audio interface
Approved 2 gig drive
FREE Midi Interface

monitor
Keyboard. mouse
Pro Tools Project board
882 1/0 audio interface
Approved 2 gig drive

CHOICE OF AUDID
SEQUENCER

includes

Is complete TSC solution

Power macintosh
82007100
(100Mhz 601)
with 16 Mb
RAM. 500Mb
Drive + CD
17" Trinitron monitor
Keyboard. mouse

Pro Tools lIl PCl core
882 1/0 audio interface
Approved 2 gig drive
FREE Midi Interface
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Galaxy Plus Editors

. StudioVision Vision
Windows 2.5 3.0 3.0
E]CZQNC VAT\E/aXt E 4[50;?1( VAT \?aXt El[ngC \/AT\$aXt

Music Quest

m MCMXCIX. 9 Hatton Street. London NW8 8PL.
Tel: 0171 723 7221. Fax: 0171 723 8150. www.mcm.co.uk/opcode

Al prices are inclusive of VAT unless otherwise stated.



by.MCMXCIX 2

A Midi Translator Il
1IN, 3 OUT giving 16 channel
support. Use two for for 32ch.

£49 ex vat

A Midi Translator PC
2 in 2 out expandable with up 1o 4
units in tandem for 32ch.

£89 ex vat

A Midi Translator Pro
21N, 6 OUT Midi interface giving
full 32 channel support.

£99 ex vat

A Translator Pro Sync
21N, 6 OUT. Full 32 ch support. Plus
SMPTE read/write sync.

€169 ex vat

A Studio 4

8 INs €& OUTs plus 2 extra THRUs.
128 ch support. SMPTE read/write
inc. 29.97 non-drop.

€349 ex vat

A Studio 5Lx

15 INs & OUTs for 240 ch
compatibility. All SMPTE formats inc
29.97 non-drop. Patchbay.

€799 ex vat

X A
MacO)s

For Windows and Mac OS

OKso you want the best music software out than £200 and a cool £100 less than it's nearest
there. You want all the features, all the bells rival, for a software package which offers stunning
and all the whistles as well. And you want a sequencing capabilities along with digital hard
great price. disk recording on Power Macintosh with no extra

Well now you have it all - and then same. hardware required. Studio Vision Pro v3 mean-

MCMXCIX, the first name in music software while can be had for a incredible £429 ex VAT
distribution can now offer, (for a limited period and offers the massive feature-set of Vision
only) the world's best music software and plus intelligent features such as audio to MIDI,

hardware for the Macintosh and Wintel platforms ~ MIDI tempo control of audio, pitch shift, other
at incredible savings. DSP functions and full automated mixing.

For a limited period only you can buy Vision 3.0 Call MCMXCIX for more information, or call
Mac for just £199 ex vat (€234 inc). That's less into an Authorised Opcode stockist.



o0 you, it might simply be turning on a computer, but to me it's

psychological warfare! You know what I'm talking about — that oddly

malevolent Pentium PC which lurks in that dark, inexplicably cold, corner

of my office, regarding me with its baleful beige monitor. Whenever 1t sees

me coming, It hums Carmina Burana, the monitor rotates a full 360 degrees and the

screensaver changes to a weirdly-lit scene depicting a close-up of a plate of mushy peas! |

suppose 1ts ‘666 senal number should have tipped me off.

Undaunted, I've done what anyone battling dark forces should do — I've enlisted

expert help, not from an exorcist (though | haven't ruled that out yet), but from the SOS

team of PC specialists, who have united to expose the truth about The Evil One (pause for

distant roll of thunder). Starting this month (see the PC features beginning on pages 118,
156, 164, 180), the team will be putting the PC under such scrutiny that the Spanish
Inquisition will seem like a lighthearted TV comedy sketch in comparison

When it comes to music, I'm in no doubt the PC s here to stay. While Apple make

wonderful computers that can usually be operated without recourse to brightly coloured,

thermally insulated clothing of the quilted nylon variety, their marketing department has shot itself in

the font so many times now that they can probably see all the way to China whenever they look

down. PCs, on the other hand, continue to grow faster, cheaper, and {(more importantly for those of

us making music) are better supported by serious software writers

if #his all sounds more upbeat than my previous mentions of the PC, it's because | recently

managed to Install a review copy of Logic Audio, plus a Yamaha SW60XG card, without iretrievably
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trashing my PC's operating system. You may remember that
one of my few previous successes was Cubase Score v3,
which also installed without any fuss. Prior to my last anti-PC
tirade (which | still prefer to call fluminated realism!), I'd just
fimshed completely failing to install a seemingly simple
hardware MIDt interface while the tech support staff on the
other end of the phone tried
to cheer me up by telling me
that nobody else ever had
problems with 1t, and that
they couldn’t think why it was
giving me such a hard time.
As 1t was a review item, |
forwarded said interface to
one of our PC gurus, who
initrally failed to get it to install
at all After a long battle with the forces of The Dark One
(and a number of calls to tech support, who told him that
nobody else ever had problems with it, and they couldn‘t
think why it was giving him a hard time), he got it running,
only to find that the MIDI data didn't so much spring forth
from the cable but rather dragged itself to the edge of the
DIN plug, then trickled limply to the floor, about four bars
behind where 1t should have landed! Apparently, this
problem has also been resolved by placing a simple tick in a
tightly sealed dialogue box discovered wrapped in three
metres of sticky tape and jammed behind a little-used
window in a long-since abandoned annexe of the driver
software!

You might ask why, If I'm such a Mac supporter and f |
can fob off all the PC-related reviews onto our PC guru team,
do | bother messing with the PC at all? Good question, and
the answer is In the cards. Not Tarot cards, but soundcards.
You see, we are already seeing some fairly serious hardware
finding 1ts way onto inexpensive cards, with promises of
greater things to come in the very near future. While there
are some things you can only do properly in the studio,
there’s a lot you can achieve with a PC soundcard-based
desktop music system that combines MID! sequencing with
butlt-in synths, direct-to-disk recording, sampling and
sound processing. You only need a small audio mixer,

£ 4 !
a hi-fi system, and you're in business! Pavl White Editor

SOUND ON SOUND * \urember 1996

Yamaha QY700

REVIEWS

37 Boss VT1 Voice Transformer

LA Audio Classic Channel
Midiman MIDI GMan GM Module
Mass Technology 500 Power Amp
SPL Charisma Valve Processor
Spirit Absolute Zero Monitors

Audio Technica AT4033a Mic

&€ &§ & 2 B3 &8 8

Yamaha P50m Piano Module

-]
N

Behringer MX1602 Eurorack Mixer

Peavey Addverb 3 Effects Processor

Emagic Logic Audio PC v2.5
Studio Electronics ATC1 Synth
126 Yamaha QY700 Music Sequencer
1368 Focusrite Green Voice Processor
190 Alesis QS8 Synthesizer

206 Earthworks OM1 Microphone

226 Ensoniq MR76 Keyboard

230 MTA Intermix Modular Mixer

252 TL Audio Indigos: VP2051 & PA2001

PC Anatomy Explained p164

All Abeut PC Soundcards 180
Connecting Your PC Music System p156
HD Recording: What Your PC eeﬂplla

— — ~ v .




in this issue

WINBIAS PEAK

AUDIO EDITING SOFTWARE pR24
FEATURES

50 Theremania! The Theremin Returmns

78 The Future According To Mackie
102 Producer: David Lord

110 Musical Web Sites: Part 2

196 At Home With... David Lowe
236 Recording Elvis Costello

262 Retrozone: Korg MS20 Monosynth

SOUND WORKSHOPS ¢ cm 3

208 Multiport MIDI Interfaces: Part 2
Using Opcode Studio 5LX

244 Recording Guitar Sounds

REGULARS

8  Crosstalk

16 Shape Of Things To Come
220 Sample Shop
258 Demo Doctor

268 Free Ads

274 SOS Mail Order: Books, Videos, CDs

285 Classified Ads i A
Recording EMvis . *
Costelle

e £ .
136
Computen Ftrt A

PROSONIX PATCHBAYS pR66 NOLES L=y

304 Sounding Off

SOUND ON SOUND °* November 1996



osstalk

The Grand Old Juke of MIDI

Send your letiers, queries, tips and
comments to: The Editor, Sound On
Sound, Media House, Trafalgar Way,
Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8S0.

Our email address is 100517,1113.

or from outside CompuServe, on
100517.1113@compuserve.com

For four years, ['ve successfully gigged an Atari ST,
using it to play backing tracks as a working
singer/musician, without any reliability problems.
However, | am in the process of condensing my
equipment — to give me less backache! — and
have acquired a laptop PC, along with a recently-
purchased Yamaha MUS GM sound module. My
MIDI Files will currently play back from the Media
Player included with Windows 3.1. However, using
Notator on the Atari, | am able to insert into each
song the command to load the next song that |
want to play. It's not ideal, but nonetheless has
served me well enough.

What I'm looking for is a simple program to
let me play back MID! Files from the laptop. Ideally,
| want to be able to set up a playlist, and start
each song individually, rather than have songs play
in sequence automatically. It would help if the
program would store playlists so that different
options could be kept ready to be called up. | am
quite willing to use a DOS-based program, if no
Windows software is available.

Steven Thomas
County Durham

Joe Ortiz of Heavenly Music replies: There are a
couple of shareware MIDI karaoke programs that
offer the MIDI File playback facilities you require,
along with text display if your MIDI Files have text
embedded in them: MIDI-oke (http:/iwww.ifam.pi.
cnr.it/karaoke.htm) and MDR’s MIDI Songs
Karaoke System (http:/Avww.pangeanet.it/~mdr/).
MSKS has a neat and colourful user interface, and
although it is shareware, it comes across as a very
professional piece of karaoke software for your
multimedia PC. It includes synchronisation, a
karaoke window, juke box, and comprehensive
database. Other features include compatibility with
Soft Karaoke (.KAR) and Tune 1000 formats. You
can easily create Soft Karaoke files with any
standard MIDI files (Type 1). MSKS also features
a 16-channel MIDI mixer with volume faders, pan
pot, chorus and reverb controls, +/-24 semitone
transpose, tempo, and GM program change control,
and you can save and re-load your preferred patches
Jor each sequence. Virtual VU meters, with
LED display for 16 MIDI channels, round off this
most impressive offering, which is compatible
with any soundcard or MIDI interface under

Windows 3.x and Windows 95.

SOS also found (at the Harmony Central web site,
http://www.harmony-central.com/software/) a
couple of other downloadable MIDI File players,
including GSPlay 1.0, Playb, Plapak, and
SoundWorx MidPlay 0.50, all for DOS, and MIDI
Made Music 3.0 and MIDInight Express 1.3 for
Windows. If you check the specs for many
commercial sequencing programs, you may well
find a ‘jukebox’ song playback facility —
Cakewalk (Er Cetera Distribution, 01706 228039)
comes immediately to mind. You already have
your sound source sorted, but many soundcards
also come equipped with basic file players —
Roland’s Easy Juke is one such example, and
allows you to drag and drop files into a list which
can then be saved for later recall. You can play
one file at a time, one after another until it reaches
the end, or play the list in random mode. The
interface is very simple, with no file editing or
saving options, but it works nicely as a no-frills
player, with both Windows 3.x and Windows 95
compatibility. Q

............................................................................................................................................................................

Four heads are better than one

Grace: a favour

Could you please advise me
whether it is possible to buy or
make a device so that | can run
up to four pairs of headphones
from the one socket on my
cassette multitracker?

Dave Moores

Wokingham

Derek Johnson replies: /1
certainly is: what you need is a
headphone distribution amplifier,
and there's plenty of choice.

sets of headphones could be run
off each channel (there are
connections front and back for
each channel). The HC6 costs
£529, unfortunately, which may
be a bit pricey for you, and is
distributed by Shuttle d (0181
646 7114). Other alternatives
include the cheaper MTR HPAG,
again a 6-channel device, priced
at around £275 (MTR 01923
234050), the Symetrix SX204
compact, half-rack, 4-channel
unit,

costing
£311
(Fuzion
01932
882222),
and

Almost at random, we've located
five suitable products; a
particularly nifty one comes from
Rane. Their HC6 offers six stereo
amplifiers with individual level
controls, although each stage can
run individual inputs, and two

Tascam’s
MH40 MK, another 4-channel
unit for £339 (Tascam 01923
819630). Cheapest of the lot is
the Mass Technology Mass 4
(Key Audio 01245 344001), a
4-channel device that fits in a half-
rack space and costs £199. A

I recently received a copy of your
fine publication, Sound on Sound.
| was pleased to find our products

— microphone preamps —

mentioned on pages 178-180 in
the article about Kitaro's mountain
recording facility [see SOS
September 1996]. However,
Lunatec manufactures mic
preamps under the trade name of
Grace Design. The preamps used
by Kitaro are actually prototypes of
what are now called the Grace
Design Model 801. While we are
flattered to be mentioned in your
publication, it would be greatly
appreciated if you could print a
correction to clarify this.

Eben Grace

........................................

Grace Design, PO Box 204,
Boulder CO 80306-0204, USA.
Tel: 001 303 443 7454.

Fax: 001 303 444 4634,

Derek Johnson replies: We're
more than happy to set the record
straight, Eben. We also
understand from your letter that
Grace Design manufacture a
2-channel mic preamp, the Model
201, and that negotiations are
currently under way for UK
availability of your range — keep
in touch, so we can inform our
readership. We also look forward
to seeing for ourselves the
products that Kitaro is obviously
so enthusiastic about. A

......................................

In our July 1996 issue, in the course of a profile of
programmer Steve McNichol, we stated that Steve was the
programmer for the Pet Shop Boys/Tina Turner
collaboration Confidential. As set out in the credit to this
track, the programmer for the track was in fact Peter
Gleadall. We apologise for any confusion that has arisen.

November 1996



18 BIT DIGITAL EFFECTS PROCESSOR

ROTARY T —UALLS
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| I ' b Introducing the new Alesis NanoVerb”
ACtual rl c e 18 Bit Digital Effects Processor.

We pack&tsixteen of the best sounding,
most usableeffects into a compact,
rack space package.

NanoVerb offers lush reverbs,
powerful delay, shimmering
chorus and flange, stunning rotary
speaker simulation and big,

fat multieffects.

Plus, you can tweak each program
to perfection with the front-panel
Adjust knob.

At just £169 the Nanoverb
is the most affordable Alesis digital
effects processor ever made.

To get your hands on a NanoVerb,
see your Authorized Alesis Dealer today.

For more information please contact;

/ Sound Technology plc
/ Letchworth Point, Letchworth; Herts SG6 1ND A LEI S
Tel: 01462 480000 Fax: 01462 480800

Visit our Web site http://www.soundtech.co.uk




Crogstalk

I'm thinking of upgrading my home studio,
but am a little confused about the options
available. My current setup consists of an
Atari 1040 running Steinberg’s Cubase, a
Spirit Folio RacPac mixer, and a Tascam 424
multitrack, for vocals and acoustic
instruments, with one track used for tape
sync, but | would like to move up to
8-track. There seem to be some good
dealer packages that offer an Alesis ADAT
and mixer combination, but would | have to
use one of the ADAT tape tracks for
sync'ing my sequencer? | also like the idea
of hard disk recording, and have a leaning
towards the all-in-one package offered by
Roland’s VS880. If | were to choose this
option, would | be able to use the RacPac
as a sub-mixer to feed live instruments into
the V5880 during recording and mixdown?
Are there any analogue recorders worth
considering in the same price range as the
other options | mentioned?

With new products coming on the
market at an increasing rate, I'm afraid of
making a choice | might later regret, and
would be grateful for any advice you are
able to give.

Richard Sopp
London

Derek Johnson replies: You're quite right,
Richard: the market is packed with choice,
and it is hard to make a decision. Let’s deal
with your queries one at a time.

There is no need to lose a tape track for
synchronisation with the ADAT — timing
information can be extracted from its digital
stream, but you'll have to spend a bit more
money to take advantage of this. JL Cooper’s
Datasync 2 (£275) and Steinberg's own ACI
ADAT-to-computer interface (£349) are

~1-1-1:1 RE2

examples of devices which synchronise MIDI
hardware to the ADAT via MIDI Time Code. If
you want to be a bit more fancy (and spend
more money), check out JL Cooper's
DataMaster SMPTE/MTC synchroniser, for
£599, or the CuePoint (reviewed SOS June
'95). which for £725 offers complete remote
control of any MIDI Machine Controllable
devices; the latter choice requires the optional
DataCARD for ADAT control. JL Cooper
products are distributed by Sound Technology
(01462 480000) and Steinberg by Harman
Audio (0181 207 5050).

If you don't want to spend any money on
additional hardware (fair enough!). then as
you've rightly surmised, one track could be
used as a traditional sync track, and this
would still leave you with four more tracks
than you have now!

To answer your question about the RacPac,
you could certainly use it as a sub-mixer — the
VS880’s mixer controls can be used for tape
tracks or external audio, although some
functions are not easily accessible unless
you're using a mixer map in your sequencer.
The world seems to be moving inexorably
towards digital as an affordable multitrack
medium, but there is still some choice on the
analogue front, especially second-hand.
Analogue offers certain advantages over
digital — including its
sound, according to
certain purists.
Analogue tape is still a
competitivelv-priced
recording medium, and
the recorders
themselves offer a
reasonable «:nount of
user serviceabiliry and
a virtual lack of
irretrievable crashes.
Still available are
Fostex’s quarter-inch
R8 open-reel 8-track,
which lists at
somewhere around
£2000 including VAT,
but can be found for

SOUND ON SOUND °* November 1996

less than half that on the second-hand market,
and Tascam’s half-inch 8-track, the TSRS,
retailing for £2300 including VAT. Again,
examples of the TSR8 are available second
-hand, and from some dealers, for rather less
than that.

I'll just digress onto the subject of backing
up: once you've filled a reel of quarter-inch
tape, you simply buy another one. With hard
disk recording, once your hard drive is full —
unless it's a removable device — you'll need
some method of archiving your work to free up
the drive for further recording. If you don’t
Jforesee needing to remix or otherwise access
your work at a later date, no problem.
Otherwise, you'll need to factor this additional
cost into the equation, although removable
drives such as the lomega Zip and Jaz drives
are very economical on a price-per-megabyte
basis, and appear to be fast enough for
recording with the VS880. The benefits —
digital audio quality, digital bouncing, no wow
and flutter, and so on — have 1o be weighed
against the expense and time required for
backing up: but nobody said that recording
was a cheap pastime!

You're doing the right thing in considering
all your options first. No current machine
should lock you into a dead end — a hard disk
recorder should carry on recording for as long
as you can supply some form of hard disk for it
to record onto. Hard disks are getting bigger
and cheaper, which is encouraging, and there
should always be some way of connecting a
drive to a given buss, whether it be SCSI, IDE
or some new interface yet to come. The one
untried parameter of current digital recording
media is longevity: Alesis’ ADAT is still
relatively young, and the affordable hard disk
systems introduced by the likes of Fostex and
Roland are only a year or two old.

The evidence so far is positive, especially if
you count the more upmarket digital systems
that were used professionally for years

before the semi-pro recorders were introduced
— but only time will tell if tapes or disks
recorded in this first wave of genuinely
accessible digital will be retrievable in 20 or
more years time. J
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Crosstalk

I'm about to buy a MIDI data recorder,

primarily for the on-stage playing of music

files. I'm a subscriber, so | know you've

reviewed a number of these (including the

Viscount units). But:

¢ Are there any other current models?

* Which is the most reliable? People still seem
to be using their Yamaha MDF2s.

» Which is the most powerful in terms of
storage capacity?

 Are any controllable via a foot controller? For
example, can you select songs in this way?

* Do any not read DOS disks?

Steve Wilson

via the internet

| have a Boss DRS drum machine which | use to
create backing tracks for demos, and to supply
drum and bass parts for rehearsals and small
gigs. The unit’s 20-song capacity is OK most of
the time, but I'd like to download my songs for
safekeeping and to free up space for new
ones. The manual mentions that the DR5's
memory can be downloaded over MIDI to an
external sequencer. Are there any other
options, or could | perhaps use a PC with MIDI
interface?

Paul Solman

London

Derek Johnson replies: Sreve's letter obviously
points the way for Paul, but there are some
further issues to deal with. Basicallv, MIDI data
filers are an excellent idea, especially for MIDI
musicians who don't necessarily want
computers, but would like to store banks of
patches on floppy disk, or who want to use
MIDI Files on stuge. Some readers do use
compuiers as a live tool, but in general, they're
not best served by the rigours of the road.

The main datafiler units available on the
market now are the Yamaha MDF2 (siill going

strong ar £299, reviewed SOS June 1992) and
rwo units from Viscount — the RD800 (£499,
reviewed SOS February 1995) and the MFOI
(£699, reviewed SOS January 1996). The
MDF2 and RD800 allow you to record any
kind of MIDI file or SysEx data, and play back
MIDI Files, while the MFO! also includes a
built-in General MIDI sound source and
effects. Contact Yamaha on 01908 369269 for
details of the MDF2; Viscount products are
available from a variety of sources, but a good
starting point is Turnkey on 0171 379 5148.

As for reliability, we've certainly heard no
negative reports on any MIDI disk drives, and
since they 're basically built for the gigging
musician, it's probably safe to assume a
certain ruggedness. In fact, we know of some
people who bravely soldier on with Yamaha's
aged MDF 1, in spite of this particular drive
using the all-bur-obsolete QuickDisk format.
Although some older units may eventually
develop drive problems and need replacing
(disks are a mechanical and magnetic medium,
after all), there are some good alternatives on
the second-hand market — notably Alesis’
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> Filer facts

Datadisk, Elka’s CR99, and Viscount's own
RD70. The capacity of any given drive is
limited by the disks it uses; for example, the
MDF2 uses double-density, double-sided disks
only, while Viscount's RD800 and MFO! can
also accommodate high-density disks, with
double the capacity (about 1.2Mb) of DD
disks. The RD800 is also equipped with 1Mb of
Flash RAM (expandable to 4Mb), for
non-volatile storage of songs within the unit.
When it comes to numbers of songs, there is a
theoretical limit (99 songs, for example, on the
Yamaha and Viscount units) that probably
won't be reached unless your song files are
ridiculously short.

All drives of this kind use a
DOS-compatible format, and will read MIDI
Files from DOS-format floppy disks. You may
have to make sure that your file player will
accepi the file format on your disks: the MDF2
will only read Type 0 (all MIDI channels on
one track), while the Viscounts will also read
multi-track Type 1 files. Most software will
give vou the option to save in either format,
and most MIDI File libraries can provide a
choice. The MDF2, RD800 and MFOI all offer
a footswitch socket, but for start/stop control
only, although all three offer pretty good
Jacilities for arranging which songs play back
in what order.

Now for the second part of Paul Solman’s
query: if a MIDI data filer is not for you, a
number of shareware options are available for
PC users. A quick trawl on the Internet led us
to Harmony Central, a great site which is
discussed in more detail in this issue’s ‘Surfin
Safari’ feature, where we found MIDI Data
Filer 3.2 for DOS and Win SysEx 3.0 and
Wsysex for Windows, all of which offer SysEx
saving functions for PC users. The URL you
want is http://www.harmony-
central.com/Software/. And of course, a SysEx
librarian is found amongst the feature lists of
many software sequencing packages. Q
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Phil Kelsey's discography reads like a lexicon of '90s of my own home.And the final mixes | produce with

dance hits. Responsible for dozens of chart topping Ghost give me more satisfaction than those frem the
remixes, including Ce Ce Peniston’s “Finally” and Gloria most expensive studios.”

Gaynor’s “I Will Survive”, Phil's remixing skills are in To find out more, call +44 (0)1707 665000.

constant demand.

About Ghost he is unequivocal.” The EQ sparkles and

the clarity is flawless. But more than that, Ghost gives me

the freedom to work where | work best - in the comfort

SOUNDCRAFT, HARMAN INTERNATIONAL INDUSTRIES LTD., CRANBORNE HOUSE. CRANBORNE RD.

POTTERS BAR. HERTFORDSHIRE, EN6 3)N, UK. TEL: +44 (0)1707 665000 FAX: +44 (0)1707 660742 .’.
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Crosstalk

> Duplex complex

the Bank Select Method in Cakewalk must be

n—ie.sl aneous record

k. B 1, in a Crosstalk

reply some months ago, suggests that this is
the case, but that the required drivers were

ne t the tin watlable WE is the

rs? D VE32
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T file hould read
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er banks defined in the AWE Control Panel

Chips with everything

In a reader’s letter way back in November
1995's issue, | remember reading that a
company called OnChip 1s currently
making Curtis chips. No address or phone
number was given. | have heard that these
sought-after chips are now in production,
so presumably this confirms it?

Ingar Onsanger

Norway

Derek Johnson replies: We were also
intrigued by this rumour, and got in
touch with OnChip Systems (1190
Coleman Avenue, San Jose, CA
951101190, USA. Tel: 001 408 988 5400,
Fax: 001 408 988 5488) 10 see what was
going on — thanks to Michelle Bailey at
OnChip for all the help. The situation is
this: Doug Curtis — the man behind the
chips — is still with OnChip, and the
company has all the rights to the
legendary Curtis Electro Music chips
used on so many classic svnths. Trouble
is, demand for chips in numbers that
were economic 1o manufacture flagged
somewhat in the early '80s, when synth
manufucturers decided thar we all
wanted digital instruments. CEM chips
are not OnChip’s core business, although
as a result of manufacturing surpluses.
they still have limited stocks of a variety
of chips. Once these stocks are depleted,
that will be it, although OnChip might be
persuaded to 100l up to make more if the
demand was there — say. an order for
several thousand units! We obtained a
list of currently-available chips, und
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set at Controller 0 and 32 — normal Bank
Select methods don‘t appear to work. And
finally, if you're using Windows 95, the files
SYNTHGM.SBK, SYNTHGS,SBK and
SYNTHMT.SBK have to be moved from
/SB16/SFBANK to AWINDOWS/System

Andy O'Donnell

Preston

Derek Johnson replies: Thanks for the tips.

Andv, which we present us submitted.
Anvbody else have any tips thev'd like to
share? Regarding the AWE32 full duplex
conundrum, we contacted Creative Labs,
and they inform us that the full duplex
driver is availuble for downloading from
their web pages (htp://www.creaf.com/) or
bulletin board (01734 344080) The file
name (on the web site at least) 10 look out
Sor is sbw95up.exe. 3

m re a flat US$15 apiece for less

than 100 chips, plus US$20 postage

outside the USA. Be aware that yvou may

be liable for tax and duty if vou decide to

make an order. Contact OnChip for

further details. There are stocks of the

following devices:

* CEM3320 voltage controlled filter.

* CEM3340 voliage conirolled oscillator.

* CEM3350 dual voltage controlled state
variable filter.

* CEM3360 dual volrage controlled
amplifier.

* CEM3365 dual voltage controlled
amplifier.

* CEM3371 microprocessor controlled
waveforms generator.

* CEM3372 microprocessor controlled
signal processor.

* CEM3374 dual voliage controlled
oscillator.

* CEM3378 voltage controlled signal
processor.

« CEM3379 voltage controlled signal
processor.

* CPA38] (CEM3381) dual low noise
voltage controlled amplifier.

* CPA382 (CEM3382) dual low noise
voltage controlled amplifier.

* CEM3387 low noise voltage controlled
signal processor.

* CEM3389 voltage controlled signal
processor.

*« CEM3391 microprocessor controllable
dual waveform convertor.

* PD508 (CEMS5508) octal sample & hold.

* CEM5510 fust octal sample & hold. '
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SPIRIT DEALER

RnB Mimi:

Digical Vilkaye
Soundpad

Marous Music
Musical Exchanges
Q Music

01224-210 121
0161927 7700
0181440 3440
01271-23686
01232-322871
0121-236 7544
0121-643 4685

London Microphone Centre (LMC) 0121 359 4535

Edidic Moor's Music L
X Music

Dxamsons Music

Music Vilkage

M

Dawsons Music

Sound Control

Sound Control

Bonners Lud.

Sound Control

The Warchouse

The Audio Connection

The Warchowe ©

Sound Controal

Andertons Music o,
Wignam Acoustics Lid.
Perey Prir

The Music Station

Earth Muskc

Sound Control

Carisbro Acaderiry of Sound
Carfsbro Acadeny of Sound
Turnkey

01202395135
01273-624048
01179734 734
01282425829
01223-316091
01222220828
0122845599
01244-348606
01206765 652
0035321 273 912
01203635766
01332348156
01302369999
01624-611919
0035314545400
01382-225619
01383732273
01323639335
0131557 3986
0131-555 6900
01329-235566
0141950 1757
0141-204 0322
0148338212
01706368766
01494-528733
01463-255523
0181-546 9877
01592-260293
0113-2405077
01162624183
0171-379 5148

London Microphone Gentre (LMC) 0181743 4680

The Synthesizer Comparry (TSC)
Graday Theatre Services
Raper and Wayman

HHB Communications Lid
Saudio Spares

Music Lab

DM Music

Al Music Centre

Sound Control

Carkbro Academy of Sound
Sound Control

Willow Communications
Carbsbro Acadermy of Sound
Carlsbro Acadenmy of Sound
B&H Sound Services

The Live Music Shop
Nevada Music

Al Mk Centre

The M Corporation (TMC)
AJS Theatre & Lighting Supplics
Music Vilkage (Chadwell Heath)
Carisbro Academy of Sound
Marquee Audio

Honky Tonk

A Lb

Dawsons Munsic

East Coast Music (BOM)
Axis Audio Systems

Al Music Centre

Dawsons Music

Carbsbro Academy of Sound
Music Control

The Music Station

JB's Music Stores

KGM Studio Specialiss
Dawsons Music

Vamps

Dawsons Music

0171-258 3454
0181-886 1300
0181-800 8288
0181-962 5000
0171482 1692
0171-388 5392
01727821 242
0161-236 0340
0161877 6262
01623651633
0191-232 4175
01604-21528
01603-666891
01159581888
01733 223 535

01702619615
0151486 2214
01744730424
01534-80575
0161474 7626
0161429 8777
0161477 1210
01782-205100
01270-883779
01792775751
01892 515 007
01924-371766
01925632591
0191416 2385
01942-244680
01962 865 253




Folio Notepad is small but surprisingly
versatile. Musicians, sound engineers,
multimedia users, DJs and many otbers will
Sind plenty of uses for Notepad at live
venues, in studios, bars, schools,
places of worship and even “on
location”. Notepad’s use of
bigh quality components and
short signal path mean it
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Notepad packs many of Sy A
the features normally e
THE FACTS reserved for larger consoles: . ceLf'/ «
+ mono mic/line inputs with —_— Mlease send me more information on Folio Notepad
Folio Notepad is a compact high quality preamps, 48V \ B N e Giiie:
DAT-quality 10 input stereo phantom power and 2-band 2 ==
mixer that is flexible - Address:....

enough to be
used in a wide
variety of
applications,
either as the
main mixer
in small
configurations or as
a submixer in larger setups.

Unlike many small mixers,
Notepad is no toy. It
incorporates tried and trusted
circuit designs and
components uscd on our
flagship mixing desks.

EQ; 2 stereo inputs with
switchable RIAA allowing
direct connection of
turntables; post-fade
effects send and stereo
return; separate Mix and
Monitor outputs...and
much more.

At Spirit, sound quality is —
paramount and Notepad is no ’/”
exception. But don’t just listen
to us — visit your Spirit dealer,
listen to Notepad and judge
for yourself.

Bv Soundcraft

H A Harman International Company

What will you use Notepad for?

Please send me a FREE copy of the Folio Applications
Guide wnitten by pro-audio journalist Paul White on
how 1o get the best from your mixer {_}

Spirit by Soundcraft™,

Harman International Industries Lid.,

Cranborne House, Cranborne Industrial Estate,
Cranborne Rd, Potters Bar, Herts ENG 3}, England.
Tel: +44 (011707 665000. Fax: +44 (0)1707 665461.



shap

and the tape

nespite the growing popularity
of MID! + Audio sequencers
and digital recorders, there’s still a
market for the affordable, easy-to-
use Portastudio. Tascam have been
making Portastudios since the late
‘70s, when they launched the 144.
The personal cassette multitracker
format, which subsequently
became so popular, has
revolutionised the music-making
process for thousands of musicians
since then.

Though they’re now producing
a Minidisc Portastudio, the 564,
Tascam haven't abandoned the
humble analogue cassette, and
they’re proving it by launching a
new 4-track cassette Portastudio,
the 414. The new machine is the
successor to the Porta 07, which
was Tascam’s most successful
4-track of recent years. The major
improvement featured on the 414
is the introduction of simultaneous
recording on all four tracks, and
full Mic/Line input capability on all
four channels. There’s also 2-band
high/Low EQ and two effects
sends per channel, plus two stereo
effects returns. The main
features of the 414 are:

1eeessessesesserssanssnnsssansne 4esesctseussenserencasscanceseosssannsne ..
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by Derek Johnsen & Debbie Poyser

eof things to come

e 4-track simultaneous
recording.

* Four Mid/Line inputs with
dedicated trim control.

¢ 2-band EQ on each channel.

» Two effects sends, one
switchable to Tape Cue,
and two stereo returns.

e Stereo Sub input for easy
integration of an external mixer,
or any other stereo line source.

® +/-12% pitch control.

s Discrete sync output for
improved timecode reliability.

¢ Monitor L/R outputs, plus
Main LR outputs.

* Hands-free punch infout using
an optional footswitch.

The 414 is set to retail for
£349. Look out for a review in

SOS soon.

I} TEAC UK Ltd, 5 Marlin House,
The Croxley Centre, Watford,
Herts WD1 8YA.

3 01923 225235,

3 01923 236290.
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And Son

‘LA Story

he newest addition to LA Audio’s

range of well-specified signal
processors is the distinctly competitively-
priced GCX2 dual-channel
compressor/noise gate. For just £189, the
GCX2 offers two linkable channels of
soft-knee compression with fully-variable
threshold, ratio and gain controls, plus two
program-dependent, automatic-setup

ound Technology had a handful of

interesting tidbits to show at the
recent British Music Fair. On the Alesis
front, they launched the NanoCompressor
RMS/peak stereo compressor/limiter,
which joins the NahoVerb at the budget
end of the studio processing market. The
£149 NanoCompressor comes in the same
f3-rack case as the NanoVerb, and is 8
full-featured, stereo compressor/limiter
offering dynamics processing tools such
as selectable RMS or peak compression
curves, It‘also offers sidechain acedss.

Staying with Sound Technology for
the moment, we also hear that they've

esevscesnnvve
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ot on the heels of Minidisc-based
Hcassene multitracks from Tascam and
Yamaha comes the MDMX4 from Sony.
In common with the Yamaha and
Tascam models, the MDMX4 uses
MD-DATA discs for mono, 2- or 4-track
recording (although ordinary MD blanks
can be used to record in stereo). A
variety of editing and control functions
are available — including the ability to
do a stereo mix to disk after recording all
four tracks, +/-8% pitch control, and a
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attack and release
modes, and side-chain access. The gates
have variable threshold and release
controls, and side-chain access. Balanced
ins and outs are available on both XLR
and jack sockets, and the GCX2 will
handle both -10dBv and +4dBu
operating levels.

I} SCV London, 6-24 Southgate
Road, London N1 3J).

n 0171923 1892,

n 0171 241 3644,

added the BBE range of Sonic Maximizers
and instrument preamps, and the Leo
fender-founded G&L guitar range, to
their distribution portfolio.
Y Seund Techaology ple,

Letchworth Peint, Letchwerth,

Herts SG6 IND.
01462 480000.
I3 01462 480800.
&3 htep://www.soundtech.co.uk
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jog/shuttle wheel. Auto punch-in/out is
featured, and full MIDI support is
provided, including MIDI Machine
Control and MIDI Time Code. The mixer
features 10 inputs and four sub-groups,
with XLR connectors on channels I and
2, 3-band EQ, and two aux sends. The
MDMX4 is also provided with a large
display. Pricing is expected to be in the
sub-£1000 region, which places it nicely
in the middle when compared to
Yamaha's MD4 and Tascam’s
forthcoming 564 Minidisc multitrackers
— how’s that for consumer choice?

I} Sony Broodcast & Professional
UK, The Heights, Brooklands,
Weybridge, Surrey KT13 0XW.

K3 01932 816253.

I3 01932 817013.



K5000W workstation demo’d, but the
sequencer-less K5000S and rackmounting
K5000R share the same basic spec: 128
harmonics, individual envelopes, 128-band
formant filters, 24db/octave resonant filter,
64-note polyphony, and 50 effects. A
PCM-based bank of General MID! sounds is
provided, and can be freely mixed with
additive-based patches.

The ‘W’ model workstation (£1599) also
includes a 40-track, 50,000 note sequencer,
DD/HD disk drive, auto phrase generator,

32 MIDI tracks and two MIDI Ins. The £1299
S-model synth, as mentioned above, lacks a
sequencer, but adds an arpeggiator and a range
of real-time control knobs; the rackmount version
(price TBA) packages the synth into two units of
rack space, without the knobs and sequencer.
The K5000W was ooking extremely imposing at
the BMF, with an attractive brushed-silver finish
and large informative display, and sounded
impressive — we heard digital precision with a
gritty analogue-like warmth, and a great
potential for creating complex evolving tones.
Watch this space for a review.

R umours of a serious new synth from Kawai
have been circulating over the last few
months, with concrete evidence appearing on
Kawai US's website recently. Finally,
we've seen it: the KS000W was
demao’d, with almost-finished
software, during September's

Kawai

m ]
get serious with ne
addlllve svnlh British Music Fair. Kawai
watchers out there may recall

that Kawai were alone during the
'80s in producing a dedicated
additive synthesis-based
keyboard, the K5 (though
expensive workstations
occasionally offered
additive synthesis,
and Casio’s small FZ
family of samplers
featured a simple
implementation). No
other manufacturers
took the hint, Kawai
stopped making the
instrument, and the
world of synths gained
another small cult.
The new K5000 series
builds on the technology
introduced by the K5, and takes it
several stages further. We saw the

I3 Kowai Europe Centre, Europark

Fichtenhain A15, D-47807 Krefeld Germany.
I3 00 49 2151 37300.
K3 htp:/ /www.kowaius.com

[:F ggli\lﬂ
lahs of Creative Labs PC
soundcards has just

been announced: the AWE64 Gold is
particularly interesting in that,
alongside 1Mb of ROM-tased sounds
from the AWE32, 1t offers a 4Mb
RAM-based wavetable synth,

2Mb waveguide modelling synzh tan

he latest generaton

eter Gabriel’s Xplora I interactive
CD-ROM was one of the first

accessible physical modelling-l ke
synthesis), an on-board Emu-design
3D sound system, RAM sockets for
SoundFont I sample playback (up to
12Mb can be added), and S/PDIF
digital /0. The card has a full MIDI
spe¢, and the actual circuit board
has been designed to offer low-naise
operation, 5o the onginal AWE32 sound
bank should sound even betier

A CD-ROM of sounds and samoles is
previded, and you can create your
own SoundFonts with the included
Vienna sample-editing software

n Creative Labs, Unit 2,

popular music multimedia products
ever to be released, and apparently
remains the higgest selling to date. Now
Gabriel believes he's gone several steps
further, with the launch of a new CD-ROM,
EVE (Evolutionary Virtual Environment). EVE
is being described as “a spectacular combination
of groundbreaking technology, stunning visuals.
specially-commissioned art and previously
unreleased Gabriel songs.”” More than 22,000
visuals were used to create 160 screens, with 80
minutes of video and 45 minutes of music. The
user of the CD-ROM is given a task which,
when completed, sends them on a journey

user can eventually construct ‘musical toys’,

which will allow him or her to mix and record
personal versions of tracks and create
interactive videos for three of the songs. These
personal mixes and videos can be posted to and
downloaded from the Real World website.
The producers estimate that there is
around 60 hours of play in EVE, so if you’re a
Gabriel fan with a CD-
ROM drive and 60 hours g
$0S tan be reached on

The Pavilions, Ruscombe exploring the “relationship between man, to spare. get on down to
Business Park, woman and nature”. Along the way, s/he your local retailer, where ﬂ[]mpuSB[‘VE; our email
Ruscombe RG10 9NN. encounters and accesses information from a Eve will be available. with address is 1[][]5”'] 113.

Bl 01245 265265. range of experts. including artists, philosophers ~ hoth Mac and Windows 95

I3 01734 828270. and scientists. As the journey progresses,  compatibility, for just Our full Intepnet address is

I htp://www.creat.com/ musical samples are collected, with which the  £39.99, 100517.1113@compuserve.cam.
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S h a p e of things to come

SilK Cuts trom

lectronic

music fans u
the world over know
the name of Kitaro, the
multi-talented guitar and

keyboard instrumentalist
who's released a total of 28 albums in the course of hi
20-year career and has sold in excess of 12 million record
worldwide (and if you don't, you obviously missed tht
September ‘96 issue of SOS, which features an interviev
with him). Now his record label of the past three years, Domc
is about to embark on a back-catalogue re-issue campaigr
that will cover virtually all his recordings Almos
all of the re-issues will feature new artwork and will be
20-bit digitally remastered. The re-issue sequence begin
with some of Kitaro's earliest works, Sitk Road Volume 1 anc
Silk Road Volume 2; these will be followed by Sitk Roac
Suite. Also due for re-release is the previously rare titk
World of Music, which has never before been releasec

outside Japan.
If you're already drooling in anticipation, hov
about this: all the titles in the re-issue campaigr
will be available on mid-price CD, so no
inflated import-style prices.

Rogers’

ritish company
Rogers. well
known for their
hi-fi speakers.
recently released
Project D, a
monitor system
aimed
specifically at
project studios,
multimedia, and
commercial installations.
Rogers went for a big splash, launching
Project D at the Brands Hatch motor
racing course, and explaining that the
new speakers were inspired by the €3
million Lanzante Supercar.
The Project 1) monitors, according

SILtK KOAD

S NOLUME T

to Rogers, are “super-efficient, easily
driven and very loud”; they feature a
two-way design, with heavily-
engineered drivers. A double-edge
wound voice-coil, on everybody's

favourite, a kapton former, is attached

to a low-frequency cone consisting of
ultra-light, high-definition materials.

Power handling is estimated at 125W,
and the acoustically-optimised cabinets

utilise aluminium and carbon fibre in
their construction. There are no
parallel surfaces inside the cabinets,

and they have an airtight seal to ensure

“tight and powerful” bass. On the
outside, Project Ds (costing £399 per
pair) can come in any one of nine

colours and finishes. Now, where did [

put those go-faster stripes...

I} Rogers Sales & Marketing Centre,
Unit 13, Bath House Road,
Beddington Lane, Croydon,
Surrey CRO 4TD.

I3 0181 683 2101.

I3 0181 684 6469.
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The first Spirit Notepad (reviewed In S0S
last month) to be bought in Scotland has

gone to Glasgow's Riverside S
recent clients Include Teenage Fanciub,
Alex Chilton and Q-Tex. Riverside owner
Duncan Cameron comments: “When
you're working on pre-production

— recording a band live in rehearsal —
the Notepad is really handy. Al you need
is a DAT recorder, some mics and the
Notepad. It's a great wee tool.”

Spirit by Sounderaft 01707 665000.

JL Cooper synchronisation and MIDI
control products, distributed in the UK by
Sound Technology, are to be CE

ppi d, some with i dlate effect.
Units now certified include the PPS2
synchroniser, the Datasync 2 ADAT sync
box, and the CS10 Controt Station, which
provides a well-specified hardware control
surface for Pro Tools, SADIE,
Soundscape, Sonic Solutions and other

digitat audio workstations.
Il Sound Technology 01462 480000.

Sennheiser UK is now an officlal
distributor for the Cable Source range of
high-quality professional audio cables.
The range, which Includes XLR, MIDi, and
Jack-jack, is deslgned and manufactured
by Canford Audio, who offer a 10-year
guarantee on Cable Source products.
Bl sennheiser 01494 551551,

This year's Huddersfield Contemporary
Music Festival has as its star attraction a
Stockhausen serles; the man himself wil}
be in attendance, and taking part In five
concerts. A varied concert schedule is
joined by a series of workshops, which
will include interactive computer music
and global percussion. The dates for your
dlary are November 20 to December 1. A
ticket offering admission to all events
costs £175 {£3120 concessions), against
£301 for Individual event tickets, and a

Ctackh . 1 |

d saver' Is

for £75 (£45).
Il 5ox Office 01484 430528,

m http://www.hud.oc.uk/events/
henf/welcome.html

$05 can be regched
on Go \
email address Is
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' 2-5 PART HARMONIES
Q‘% triggeréd by one voice
Uses: Live and Studio

LUSH VOCAL THICKENING
Add 4-voice detuning to give your lead

vocal that big double-tracking sound for
live or recorded use

PITCH CORRECTION
Save an otherwise great record-
ed vocal take by fiang a bad

note J g
Jon Anderson of YES:
GENDER BENDER™ g X 1
Apply male or female tonalities to The Studio Vocalist has
your harmonies Make your voice enapled YES 19 perform
sound skinny or fat, more human! multi-part vocals in live per-
formance as well as adding a
SEQUENCE YOUR HARMONIES creative edge in the studio.”

If you are using virtual tracks. you can build
your harmonies and edit them like any other
sequence data

& & S Y

BIG, BRIGHT DISPLAY

-'.I" Easy to read. easy to edit Soft keys let
C you zoom in on editing parameters
\ quickly and simply.
gmwe= BUILT IN KEYBOARD 100 HARMONY PRESETS o~ FOOTSWITCH
For guick and easy commands. [" 50 Presets and 50 User Presets Optional £S-300 For live use
7 Also includes a tone generator N with up to 8 variations on each. |\ programs up/down/bypass

for cueing singers

Warren Cuccurullo and Nick
Rhodes of Duran Duran:

“We used the Studio Vocalist
intensely on our TV Mania
project ‘Bored with Prozac
and the internet.”

L Meaetied
/"" -mo-ew
-~

dseislon
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