November 2002

www.beradio.com

THE RADIO TECHNOLOGY LEADER

T eimae,

Hear the differencé’

Trends in

Uigital test and measurement

Easy steps for

creating onfine audio

sTeew-—

A PRIMEDIA Publication Engineering for the bottom line - page 10




Routes any INPUT to

any FADER...

OR ANY INPUT TO YOUR MONITORS!
The new ALM-12d console from Auditronics
combines the benefits of a router and a

console—all into one
cost effective package.
It's got everything you
need: twelve faders plus
two caller faders, four
mic pre-amps and of
course control room and
studio monitoring, built-in
cue and headphone am-
plifiers, and a concealed
headphone jack.

It's got the high end
features too, like bright
LED dot matrix source
displays above faders
and monitor pots, and 24

bit A>D and D>A ins and outs. Its AES digital
inputs have sample rate convertors so it works

tel 252-638-7000/fax 252-635-4857/sales@wheatstone.com
600 Industrial Drive, New Bern, North Caroling, USA. 28562

Digital so easy you don’tinstall it—you CONNECT it

with virtually any digital source gear you have.
It can run your source machines too—up to eight
of them—all opto-isolated. It even has DSP

digital metering that si-
multaneously displays
VU columns and peak
hold full scale digital so
you can be assured of
pristine performance. It
has powerful caller tools
that generate MXMs
automatically, and you
can program any of its
four MXMs to be pre or
post fader.

And because it's
AUDITRONICS, it's built
tough as steel, and will
be easy to maintain.

DIGITAL CAN BE EASY—JUST CALL
AUDITRONICS!

QUDITRONICS

www. auditronics.com
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Your safe path to FM/IBOC transmission.

eitreme digital Z-HD 1BOC
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The' New Fac

Jeff: "We looked at everybody... anc nobody had ~hat Klotz Dicital has’
Jan: "The flexibility, ease of use, low maintenance and great tech supaort reinforced our decision 0 go with the VADIS AudioMedia Pletform.”

Jeff: "We're brutally honest around here and <o be honest, if it was garbage, we'd tell you?
Jan: "But you couldn't get us to go back t= the old way of doing things if you had to."

There's scmething comTorting about an honest face... but.it's the honest
thoughts o0”-our customers that are our:most vdluab'e assec. So, if you wer2

" to ask them about their old analog rotter and consoles, we couidn't really
' guarantee tteir sunny dispositions. But ask them about their KLOTZ DIGITAL

VADIS AudioMedia Platform? Wei ... please se2 the photo abpve.
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Email: enquiries@valcom-guelph.com
Internet: www.valcom-guelph.cam

6 November 2002

ontents Online

www heradio.com

Currents Online =
Highlights of news items from the past month

FCC Approves IBOC Technology

Broadcasters get the green light to commence
IBOC operations.

SBE Certification Receives V.A.
Reimbursement Approval

Eligible veterans can apply for reimbursement
for their SBE certification exams.

Extreme Digital Roadshow Recap

The digital radio future is here, and broad-
casters need to be ready.

Redesigned FCC ULS Search
Dehuted Oct 17

The extensive redesign of the ULS License
Search is designed to increase its capabilities
and usefulness.

Audio-Technica Celehrates 40 Years

The company started in 1962 with a phono
cartridge as its first product.

Audemat and Aztec Radiomedia

Join Forces

The merger takes effect Dec.31,2002.The new
Digigram company will be called Audemat-
Aztec Solutions.

SCA Primer

FM subcarrier services can be a source of
revenue for an FM station.They can also be
a source of aggravation if not maintained
properly. Click on Engineer’s Notebook
and follow the RF tab.

FCC R&0 on IBOC

Links to the FCC Ruling and the supporting
AM and FM data from Ibiquity.

Step into the Demo Room for
online product demonstrations.

Industry Links

New associations, museums, schools and
radio history websites have been added. §
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Viewnpoint

The IBOC rollout begins

n Oet. 11, the FCC issued a First Report and
Order,which stated that the FCC has select-
ed in-band on-channel (IBOC) as the dig-
ital radio broadcast technology of choice
for AM and FM.

In the R&O,the FCC stated that by adopt-
ing IBOC,broadcasters can“introduce dig-
ital operations efficiently and rapidly” This
statement carries some truth because no
other DAB system has been developed for
use in the United States. While Eureka 147
is being rolled out in other patts of the
world—with mixed feelings and lackluster
results—the commonly used L-band spec-
trum is not available in the United
States. The order also eliminates the
TV channel 6 spectrum as a potential
new band; an idea that was support-
ed by NPR and others.

The R&O also states that the “adop-
tion of a single IBOC transmission
standard will facilitate the develop-
ment and commercialization of dig-
ital services for terrestrial broadcast-
ers, and solicit industry assistance in
the development of a formal stan-
dard’ Thisis all well and good,but in
readingthe R&O, you quickly see that
while few details are given in the 27-
page document, some issues are clarified
and a path has been set for the future.

The main issue presented is that stations
have been given the authority to com-
mencetransmitting a hybrid IBOCsignal—
a signal with analog and digital compo-
nents—if they wish.

A formal IBOC standard is not specified.
The Commission has deferred the stan-
dard-setting procedures and related broad-
cast licensing and service rule changes
until it issues a Further Notice of Proposed
Rule Making.

There are three more key points in the
R&O. While stations can begin transmitting
IBOC, they must still notify the FCC
and obtain a special temporary authoriza-
tion (STA). Some broadcasters believed
that the FCC opened the field for an IBOC

Send comments to:
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free-for-all. This is not the case; an STA is still required.

The R&O also details the plan to prevent interference
from stations transmitting an IBOCsignal. Itallows stations
to remedy interference situations on their own first, and
allows the IBOC interferer to reduce its IBOC signal by as
much as 6dB in the interim to rectify the problem.

The final point is that the use of separate antennas—one
foranalog and one for digital—is prohibited. Stations must
use their existing, licensed antenna systems.

When the FCC began its DAB evaluation, it established a
list of 10 criteria toqualify its decision. These criteriaspecify
that the chosen system will provide 1) enhanced audio
fidelity; 2) robustness to interference and other signal
impairments; 3) compatibility with existing analog service;
4) spectrum efficiency; 5) flexibility, 6) auxiliary capability;
7) extensibility; 8) accommodation for existing broadcast-
ers; 9) [practical] coverage; and 10) [reasonable] imple-
mentation costs and affordability of equipment.

Does Ibiquity’s IBOC meet all these criteria? The NRSC
feels that it does, with the exception of the AM nighttime
service. Atthis time, the interference from skywave signals
is too great. However,the R&0O does allow IBOC transmis-
sion during the pre-sunrise and post-sunset critical hours.

Cost is still a subject of debate. While the projected
average cost to a station depends on the capability of its
existing equipment and the station’s audience reach, the
FCC and Ibiquity argue that these costs are not unreason-
able. During my one-on-one session with Ibiquity CEO
Bob Struble at the Kagan Radio Summit last month,
Struble commented that the capital costs were a drop in
the bucket in the overall operations of a station. This
statement carries some merit, but it could force a station
to incur the cost of a new transmission system sooner
than it had originally planned.

Specific details on the roll-out and specification will
follow,but the FCC has already made a point to not let this
follow the same path as the AM stereo roll-out.

The IBOC rollout has begun. An interesting ride is bound
to follow. ¢

_ Seldu

Chriss Scherer, editor
cscherer@primediabusiness.com

Read or download the complete First Report and Order at the
Radio magazine website. Follow the link under Site Features
on the left side of the home page.

E-mail: beradio@primediabusiness.com
Fax: 913-967-1905

www.beradio.com
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‘Last-minute remotes?

No stress for John Kennedy of Entercom Boston.

The Patriots win the Superbowl! A major cause for celebration in Boston. And potentiallv
major stress for John Kennedy, Engineering Directcr for Entzrcom Boston. With no advange
warning, John had less zhan 24 hours to orchestrate coverage of the festivities
on numerous stations — including live remotes alcng the Fatriots’ parade
‘oute. Fortunately, John knew he could count on Comrex Matrix to deliver
aven last-minute. With Comrex in your toolbox,

¢ last-minute remotes are successful, not stressful.

e

“We delivered multiple high-quality live remotes
over ordinary phane lines and we didn't lose a mimute™

John Kennedy,
Engineering Director,
ntercom Boston
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nnmnl!v 19 Pine Road, Devens, MA 01432 USA
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Managing Technology

Engineering for profit

By Gordon S. Carter, CPBE

I.hﬂlﬂ' alter the first regularly scheduled
— bro,:dcasts began, commercials be-
P gar Nsmce then, radio station owners

l""'- H mmn'agers have tried to make radio
broadcasting a profitable venture. Inthese
days of falling stock prices, failing busin-
esses and dropping ad revenues, itis more
difficult than ever to make it profitable.

One of the areas that is often cut back to
save money is engineering. Conventional
wisdom states that engineering is an un-
avoidable expense that should be re-
duced as much as possible. However,
some creative thinking can turn that ex-

pense into revenue.
For many years, FM
stations have had the
ability to add a sub-
sidiary communica-
tions authorization
(SCA) to their signal.
This is an additional
signal that rides on
the main carrier and
needs a special re-
ceiverto bedetected.
Because it is outside
of the bandwidth of
the main signal, it is
inaudible in normal
receivers, except in
unusual cases (quiet
main signal and ol-
der receivers). The
only stations that
have a problem with
. SCAs are those that
Extra tower space can be a valuable commodity  broadcast classical
for a station that owns its own tower. music, and recent ad-
vances in technol-

ogy makes that rare.
| While the FCC does not specify a limit to
the number of SCA signals a station can
use, most limit themselves to no more
than two. This is because each SCA sig-
nal reduces the main channel modula-
tion somewhat.

SCA customers have takenseveral forms
throughout the years. Some of the oldest
SCA users are reading services for the
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blind, often found on the SCA of non-commercial stations.
Other users are minority or niche programming, such as
foreign language programming. The audio quality of SCA
signals is not as good as normal FM programming, but
many of the listeners of these services are so starved for
programming that it doesn’t matter to them.

In addition toaudioservices, various dataservices canbe
used. One of the earliest uses of data service was forpaging
systems, but the data has also been used for tracking golf
carts, and an attempt at interactive programming assoc-
iated with TV signals. As the Internet has expanded, many
of these data services have disappeared, but there are
others waiting in the wings.

Radio broadcasters have other facilities that can be
leased as well. Most radio stations use a tower. If the station
owns a tower, consider the possibility of leasing some
tower space as a communications service. Some possibil-
ities include fire and police communications, business
communications, paging services and cell phones. Make
sure that the tower structure will support the extra loading
of antennasand transmission lines. Some of these services
may also want to hang an equipment enclosure on the
tower near the antenna, which will further increase the
loading on the structure. Also,it is important that anything
attached to the tower will have little or no impact on the
primary signal.

Consider putting clauses in a contract that allow the
station to break the lease if the lessee’s equipment or
practices cause a problem and they refuse to rectify itin a
reasonable period of time.

More ways than one

Do you have a spare control room sitting dormant? Make
it available for spot production for local retailers. The spot
isrecorded in the studio (make some money), and you put
iton the air (more money). Unlessthe advertiseris working
exclusively with your station, provide tapes for other
stations. The advertiser would be more likely to come back
to you next time, which will translate into more money.
Make the studio available free to station advertisers as a
value-added service.

Is there some extra space in the building? Maybe it is a
storage room forequipment thatwas replaced 20yearsago.
Consider investing some money to make it into a studio for
hire. Most towns have young bands that are looking for
theirbig break,butneed a demoto gettheir foot in the door.
Make a place where they can cut this demo. While you are
at it, with the cost of computers tumbling almost daily,
providing adigital editing facility may be a big boost forthe
studio as well as the station. $

Carter is chief engineer of WFMT-FM, Chicago

www.beradio.com



Sound Choice Furniture
offer these Fine
Standard Features:
* Solid Surface Tops
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RF Engineering

DA maintenance

By John Battison, P.E., technical editor, RF

Physical changes, like this shifted tower base
pier, can easily influence a directional array.
Photo by Tracey Liston.

irectional antenna maintenance is an on-

going Process based on experience and
adequatérecords. With the FCC's reduced

168ging requirements, the paperwork in-

volved is considerably less than in years
past. Therefore, there is no excuse for a
directional array not to have adequately
written and readily available maintenance
logs. Not only does a well-maintained log
book provide a guide to daily operation,
but it can give a great deal of diagnostic
help when a crisis oc-
curs—and even withthe
best of maintenance cri-
ses do occur. A quick
glance at operating pa-
rameter records will of-
tenshowthat asituation
has developed.

A properly recorded,
correctly taken and reg-
ularly examined moni-
tor point log is the best
maintenance tool. The
Commission no longer
requiresroutine spaced
monitorpoint readings,
so it behooves the con-
scientious engineer to
have these readings
taken regularly Even a
small changewillbeno-
ticeable when com-
pared to previous mea-
surements,and willlead

to a check of antenna
monitor phase and ra-
tio readings as well as
common point current.

Electrical problems

A sudden large change in antenna mon-
itorreadings should lead to a check of the
monitor points and log; it should never be
followed by a frantic turning of phasor
cabinet knobs in an effort to regain the
normal monitor readings. In the absence
of any drastic change in other operating
parameters,such amonitor changeshould
be followed by the usual checks, including

12  November 2002

common point current. Ifthe system has a built-in operat-
ing bridge, the common point impedance should be
checked whenever any of the outoflimit readings are
observed, and before assuming that the array has returned
to operation in accordance with the license.

Even though regular inspections are a thing of the past,
there is a lot to be said for the old-timer’s hand check of
capacitor and inductor temperatures at sign-off, or even
pattern change. A hot capacitor, a high temperature or a
discolored inductor is one of the easiest checks to make
to correct undesired and excessive RF current.

Look for warm spots in the transmission line. It's not
unusual for a line.to be slightly warm, especially indoors
where there is no breeze or air movement to cool it. Any
hot spots are an immediate indication of high standing
waves. AM antennasystemsare usually tolerant of standing
waves, but VSWRs high enough to cause heating are an
indication of an improperly adjusted antenna system. This
means getting out the operating-impedance bridge and
checking the phasor and ATU lines to find the mismatch.
Check actual base operating currents as well.

Post the phasor dial readings by each control knob,and
alsothe common point's upper and lower current limits by
the common pointammeter. Similarly, posting the antenna
monitor's phase and current ratio limits close to the mon-
itor makes for quick referral in a panic situation.

Ifthe monitor points are in, the RFcurrents are normal and
the antenna monitor is out,check the sampling lines. They
should be buried and any excess also buried. Thereshould
be a record of the original sampling line impedances and
dcresistances. Checkingthe immediate operation against
the original values will offer a good idea of their condition.
Trucks may drive over soft places around the tower and
damage monitor lines.

If an antenna monitor or tower monitor input is suspect,
itcan be verified by changing the inputsto the monitorand
comparing readings on different inputs.

Transmission lines are normally safely buried or mounted
on adequate supporting posts. However, ice can damage
lines inexceptional weatherconditions and socanvandals,
so don’t be too quick in dismissing these items in the long
term examination.

It's important to remember that RF current transformers
in ATUs can be damaged by lightning or RF arcs,therefore,
they should be examined for obvious damage and electri-
cal performance. Ensure that the lightning-protection,
single-turn ring inthe RF connection to the ATUs is restored
after work on tower bases. If this is omitted the next storm
may take the station off the air.

Sometimes the insulators holding the towermounted
RF current loops become cracked and change oper
ating indications. A strong wind can move loops so that

www.beradio.com
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ANMALOG
HOBKS

LX-5106

The LX-"5100" Series can read
Time Code (ESE, SMPTE/EBU

& ASCII), as well as operate as
Stand-Alone or Impulse Clocks.
These clocks are loaded with
many features, here's just a few...

FEATURES:

* Self-setting time code
readers

* 5" 12" & 16" models

* Sweep & Step second
hand modes

» Lighted Dial and Rack
Mount options

* Time Zone Offset

3 Year Warranty

www.ese-web.com

310-322-2136 + FAX 310-322-8127
142 SIERRA ST., EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245 USA
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RF Engineering

misleading voltages are picked up. Sbme-
times,a gale may move a loop,possibly the
reference loop. This can produce strange
antenna monitor readings that tend to lead
oneaway from the actual mechanical prob-
lems. Anything that affects the reference
tower loop (or cument transformer) will
impact the readings for the other towers,
because it provides the reference voltage
againstwhichtheothertowersare checked.

It is not unusual for towers in directional
arrays tosupport other devices such as FM
or STL antennas. If the AM radiator is not
shunt-fed, some form of feed-line isolation
should be used. This can take the form of

Tuning houses must be clear of debris
inside and out. The components inside
must also be corrosion free.

Photo by Tracey Liston.

a honizontal, a vertical, a quarterwave iso-
lating stub or an isocoupler to carry the
line across the base insulator. Isocouplers
can develop faults and they should not
be ignored.

In the past, quarterwave sections have
been finely tuned by an air capacitor
across the section. This is an acceptable
method of adjustment. However, many
newer engineers have not come across
this little gimmick. Sometimes a new
engineer will remove or readjust these
typesof useful gimmicks, and cause them-
selves considerable work in readjusting
the decoupling section.

Finally don't forget the humble field
mouse. Doghouses and even metal ATU
cabinets attract these little animals in the
winter, because there is protection from
other animals and warmth from the RF
energy. Sometimes an engineer will find
roasted micethat have short-circuited coil
turns. Regularly cleanoutthe ATU cabinets
or doghouses, and be sure to look for
animal nests in RF areas. Snakes also like
to come in out of the cold. The best way to
keep wildlife out is to seal and close every
conceivable entry point. 1]

E-mail Battison at batcom@b-right.net.

www.beradio.com
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Networks

Improving network reliability

By Kevin McNamara, CNE

o one |iKes 1o get the dreaded “something
failed” phone call inthe middle ofthe night.
While most well designed and properly
installed Ethernet networks rarely expeni-

Availabilty (%)

Network servers

As the number of users on the network
grows, so should the server. Size matters
and it is important to consider upgrading
serverstounits featuring faster CPU speeds,
multiple CPUs, larger backplane capacity,
more memory and larger power supplies.
Redundant arrays of independent disk
drive (RAID), which read and write data
from multiple drives simultaneously, are
commonly used for networks. These drives
may be housed within the same cabinet as
the CPU or as external systems.

Downtime (hours) I Annual Cost ($)

B 100" _| 0

9999 0.88 )
991950 . -] 8.76 736,400
99.5 ] 43.80 3,679,200 |
99 87.60 l 7,358,400

Source: PC Week

Figure 1. Network reliability compared to time lost and

costs incurred.

Cabling

ence catastrophic failures, performance
can slowly degrade and then the network
slows dramatically. A survey of 400 large
companies by PC Week indicated that the
average cost of having a network unavail-
able for less than one percent, equating to
about 87 hours per year, is more than $7
| million annually.

Storagearea
networks
(SAN) arenot
connected
directlytothe
server back-
plane,butrath-
er as inde-
pendent net-
work devices

connected to the server through a sepa-
rate high-performance network segment
using protocols such as Fibre Channel,
resulting inincreased performance, but at
a relatively high price.

Consider increasing the throughput of
your network from 10Mb/s to 100Mb/s or
perhaps to 1Gb/s. With the availability of
low-cost network interface cards, routers
andswitches, itis easy toimprove the speed
of a network simply by replacing older
andslowerdevices with currenttechnology.
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Consider the type of cabling used to interconnect the
devices. Even CATS cabling is not sufficient to support the
current generation of throughputs greaterthan 1Gb/s. Infact,
upgrading the equipment without replacing older cabling
may cause the network to perform slower.

Perhaps the most likely point of failure of a network lays
within its connection tothe Internet. Several methods can
be usedtoeonnectlocal networkstothe Internet, including
DS3,DS1 (or fractional DS1) and DSL to name a few. To
reduce costs, most companies purchase the minimum
bandwidth to support a particular facility Often, network
administrators fail to increase the bandwidth of the con-
nection to the Internet. The effect of having too little
bandwidth for too many users is obvious,however,another
less obvious problem is congestion that is created over the
Ethernet segment while traffic is buffering to the Internet
connection, basically slowing the entire network.

Security issues

Protectingyour network from external,andinsome cases
internal, threats will reduce the chances of data loss or
infrastructure damage by hostile users and hackers. Vi-
ruses are particularly damaging and can cause the perfor
mance of your network todecrease, orin many cases cease
operating. The National Infrastructure Protection Center
(NIPC), the recentlycreated arm of the FBI charged with
assessing, investigating and responding to thréats to our
national network infrastructure, recommendsthese tips for
small business and home computer users, but these apply
to businesses of any size:

- Use strong passwords. Choose passwords that are
difficult or impossible to guess. Give different passwords
to all accounts.

* Regularly backup cnitical data. Backups must be made
at least once each day. Larger organizations should perform
a full backup weekly with incremental backups every day.
The backup mediashould be verified at least once a month.

- Use virus protection software. That means three things:
having itonyourcomputer in thefirst place, checking daily
for new virussignature updates and then actually scanning
all the files on your computer periodically.

- Use a firewall. Firewalls are usually software products.
They are essential for those who keep their computers
online through the popular DSL and cable modem connec-
tions, but they are also valuable for those who still dial in.

-Donotkeepcomputersonline when notinuse. Shutthem.
off or physically disconnect them from Intermet connection.

* Regularly download security patches. The NIPC pub-
lishes timely information related to potential security
threats, as well as suggestions about securing your net-
work from potential attackers. Visit its website at
WWW.Nipc.gov. }
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The Secret

is Out.

Break every composite performance barrier
with the new Starlink Digital Composite STL.

Moseley

It's an engagement years in the making. Digital audio quality
finally meets the convenience of composite operation.

Introducing the newest Moseley milestone - the Starlink
Digital Composite STL. It delivers all the aucio quality that
eamed the component Starlink its industry apglause, with full
16-bit sampling.

Stereo separation that fully exploits the advantages of digital
signal processing, with minimal distortion. Plus an overall system
gain improvement of 20 dB over analog STL performance
SNR better than 85 dB.

Best of all, it's a direct replacement for your existing
composite STL. So it's easy to implement the digital audio
quality you've hardly dared whisper about untd now. With all
the quelity assurance of the name you know for STLs.
Moseley.

111 Castilian Drive « Santa Barbara, CA 93117-3093

The Starlink Digtal Composite STL.
Sgreac th2 worc.
And contact us today for the complete story.

< (805) 968-9621 *« www.moseleysb com




FCC Update

Radio renewal cycle approaches

By Harry Martin

elieyeitornot, the license renewal cycle for

fadio stations is about to begin. The first

groupoflicenses are scheduled to expire
ingabout a year, on Oct. 1,2003. Renewal-
related activitiesare scheduled tobegin six
months earlier,with the required pre-filing
announcements starting on April 1, 2003,
and renewal applications due on June 1,
2003, for stations in DC,Maryland,Virginia
and West Virginia. The cycle will then
proceed through groups of states and ter-
ritories at two-month intervals.

Asbefore, the timing of announcements,
renewal applications and license expira-
tions is based entirely on the state in which
a station is licensed.

The renewal applications will then be
due two months later,or four months prior
to license expiration. Interested parties
will be able to file petitions to deny the
renewal application up to one month
prior to the license expiration. Unlike
prior renewal cycles, however, there will
be no opportunity for other parties to file
competing applications.

It is likely that questions regarding a
station’s public inspection file and poten-
tial RF radiation hazards, will remain on
the renewal application form. It is also
likely that by the time renewal applica-
tions are due, some form of Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity (EEO) rules may once
again be in place.

To prepare for the renewal process, sta-
tions should review their local public in-
spection files to make sure that everything
is in order. In particular, stations should
make sure that copies of quarterly issues
and program lists for each quarter since the
beginning of the current license term, are
properly prepared and in the public file,
along with copies of station licenses, con-
tour maps, applications and ownership re-
ports. To avoid RF radiation issues, stations
should make sure that any required fences
arein place, in good condition and at a safe
distance from the base of the tower. Fencing
problems have become a hot item for FCC
inspectors, along with the posting of anten-
nastructure registration numbers. Because

the Commission has now allocated more money for in-
spections, address these matters soon.

LPFM third-adjacencies studied

Congressionally mandated field tests are moving forward
to determine whether third-adjacent LPFM stations would
cause interference to existing full-power FM stations.

When the FCC created the LPFM service, it declined to
include third-adjacent protection requirements. In 2000,
after broadcasters raised concerns that LPFM stations
would cause interference to full-power FM stations, Con-
gress ordered the FCC to modify its rules to include LPFM
third-adjacentchannel distance separation requirements.
The FCC complied and the new protections resulted in a
diminution in the number of LPFM applications granted
by the FCC.

As part ofthe compromise between broadcasters and the
FCC, Congress ordered the FCC to conduct experimental
field tests to determine whether LPFM stations not subject
to third-adjacent minimum distance separation require-
ments would cause interference to full-power FM stations
and FM translator stations. Congress ordered the field tests
in as many as nine FM radio markets, including urban
suburban and ntral markets.

The FCC is required to release a report on the tests once
they have been completed. The report will include the FCC's
recommendations to Congress on reducing or eliminating
LPFM third-adjacent minimum distance separations.

Meanwhile, the FCC is moving forward to finish process-
ing the remaining pending LPFM applications. As part of
this effort, it permitted major amendments (including the
specification of a new channel) to those applications that
do not propose protection to third-adjacent FM stations
because they were filed before the FCC modified its rules
to require third-adjacent protection.

In addition, the FCC has issued a list of the LPFM applica-
tions in Alabama, Arkansas, Guam, Kentucky, Massachu-
setts, Montana and a few in other states that it has found
acceptable. Petitions to deny the applications were due
Oct. 7, 2002. Those that were unopposed could be ap-
proved by year's end. £

Martin is an attorney with Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC.,
Arlington, VA. E-mail martin@hhlaw.com.
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December. However, in 2003 ﬂ'\e ission will
again require stations to file ial ownership
reports and, as above, the renewal application
cycle will begin anew. o
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-~ Stuck With A Sound
-~ You Can’t Get Rid Of?

A

Py

YOU NEED THE NEW APHEX 2020MKIIl AuDIO PROCESSOR

Settling for flabby, undefined bass? Buried, clouded, mids? Shrill, annoying high end
that you just can’t tune out of your current processor? Is your only comfort that same of
your neighbors on the dial sound as bad or worse than you do? Then it's time to step up to
the new Aphex 2020MKklll.

Radically new processing algorithms and circuitry bring even greater loudness while maintain-
ing clarity and musicality. The bass is tight, deep and resonant, the mids are detailed and for-
ward, and the highs are open and natural. The 2020MKkiIll is so powerful, yet so clean, it is
the only "broadcast” processor used in world class post production and mastering facilities.

With an extensive range of useful controls you can readily achieve your own unique sonic
signature ....a sound that you'll never want to get rid of.

Call us today to audition the new 2020MKklIl at your station.
APHEX Improving the way the world sounds®"
11068 Randall Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 U.S.A

SYS T EMS 818-767-2929 Fax: 818-767-2641 www.aphex.com
Aphex is a registered trademark of Aphex Systems



Top Notch Preduction: With all the equipment

easily accessilsle, WMCX-FM can create spots

quickly with } arris’ Inypulse audio console, and
Orban’s A udicy editing unit.

Equipmentlist

ADC PPA3-14MKIIZ6A1HN

Aphex 320A N2ws at the Toa of the Hour: The WMCX news staff keeps th= kMorimou h studert
Audiometrizs DA1600Cb body updated with -eports from the station’s new news booth fea:ur mg Harris’
Bogen Z-33 cLstom SmoothlLive furniture. News reports are produced on a —ampact Harris
dbx 166 ProCast console.

Denon DN-600F

Denon DN-720R

Denon DN-C630

Denon DN-M991
Electrovoic= RE-27
Gentner ScreenW n
Gentner TS-612

Hafle- P1500

Hafle- P3000

Harris Procast
Harris-Pacific Airwave Digital-12
Harris-Pacific Airwave Digital-20
JBL 4206

JBL 4408

JBL Control 1

Orban Aud-cy

PresonusV>P

Rolls RS-7¢8

Scott Studics 5532

Scott Studics VT

Sony CD-RW66

Sony vDS-B5

Sony MDS-£12

Sony PCM-R500

Symetrix 3C2

Symetrix 420

Symetrix 5CEE

Symetrix 6700

Telos ONE

Whirlwind a1S-24-3-SB-050

j Broaccast

/

" Communicatiens Division

4393 Dig tal Way
Cincinnati, Ohio 45040
800-622-0022; 513-701-5301 fax
www. bharris.com
broadcast@barris.com
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WMCX-
FM 88.9

WMCXFM 389 is the student
run -adi> station at Mon-
routh Univers ty where they bring lis-
t=ners 1,000W of ‘Modern Rock with an
Ecge” As an educetional facility, Mon-
rmouth University began tais school
year with a new sate-ofthe-art radio
and TV broadcas:irg center. While this
pracess took severel years from design
to _mplementation,the resul:ing facility
is a substantial improvement over the
Eravious studios

I Novembe- >f 1999, Monmouth
Ur iversity began -h= process of design-
ing and building a new facility that
would house th2canpus’ radiostation,
as well as classrooms and the campus’
TV station. The fac lities were in sepa-
rate existing buildings on the campus,
which were getir.g older and improve-
ments were neexlec. The University was
also experiencing zn increased enroll-
ment, which recu_red additional space.

When it was tim= to plan the new
radio and TV fadlies, MU chose the
architectural firm >f ZinhornYaffee Pres-
cot (EYP) and the consulting firm of

Cesello Maione Sch.uch (CMS) to de-
sign the studios. CI/E was able to
design functional stud:-os that are fac-
uly and studertfrie1d ¥ The partnars
of CMS have more than £0 yea-s of
exparience in designing and ergi-
neering of radio and "V produclion
ard audio visua. syst=ms, masing
them a good fit forthis p-oject. Togath-
er, EYR CMS and ite faculty of MU
designed the stacics o not onlv be
opersating staticns, kol aso educa-
ticnal facilities es weR.

When it came time fc select an ite-
grator, MU and CM>5 cf ese Harris. Sim
plr put, Harris t.as strengths in radio
an television. Also, tye MU faculty
wes familiar wi h oter work imzle-
mer.ted by Hamis. 50 "h=re was an
estadlished corr fcrtievel. Al of these
factors led to th2 Jedsion to chozse
Henrisasthe integrato-jor ke tecknol-
ogy classrooms.red ¢ nd TV brcad-
cast facilities.

The radio sta'icn i3 made of ‘ve
distinct studios: en or-air room, an
interview room, a news room, a
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Wedcome Guesls: With its smooth, sleek custom

look, Harris’ SmoothLine furniture makes a great
firs impression for WMCX guests in tha facility’s

interview studio. Five guests and a program host
have room to spread out and start a discussion.

: 1

— - 7

-

The Heart of the Fadlite: The staff and
students of WMCX-Fvt ar= delighted with

heir new On-Air/Master Contro! Room with
—arris’ Airwave Digi al-2C on-air console and

Edit Please: One of four identical editing booths at \WWAMCX-FM offers ©rban’s Audicy

e

‘:"

ediging equipment for many student projects.

preduction room and a radioinstruc-
tional classroom. Each roon is de-
sigaed to perform specific asks to
create a quality broadcast.

Tae on-air room :eatures £ Harris
AirWave Digital 20 console. The Air
Wave is an affordab.e console that is
easy to use. The on-zir reom a so uses
custom Harris SmoothLine furniture
Infact,every studioroorr in the facility,
racio and television, uses Smooth-
Lire furniture.

The interview room has space to
interview five guests ator etime. Along

AD/ERTISEMENT

with a =istom nost turret, each host
and gues. position has a separate
micropnoa=and headpt.one control,
allowink the gueststoadj istthe equip-
ment tc th i p2rsonal comfort level.

In the pro luction roorr , WMCX uses
an AirWave Digital 12 console along
with the Crzan Audicy Digital Editor.
The prcduct.onroom also mirrors the
on-airrdoT with a host and two guest
positions. This is done so that in the
event ¢f en ermergency, the produc-
tion roo m can =2asily become an on-
air room with the flip of a switch.

Scott Studio LCD moniters.

Anotherstudio roorr, the 1ews
“oom, uses a compact Harris
roCast console for news pro-
Juction.
Harris also createc a iar ique
-oom at WMCX. The rzd o in-
structional classrocm w=s de-
signed to be used asar educa-
ional classroom fo- radio
Jroadcast students. It selsoa
‘ullv operational studie Harris
added an Audicy Editzr and
SmoothLine furnituse to recre-
atean actual studio to allow for better
instru-fional value.
Atte-severalyears, the new fzciity is
now oden. This project was a large
und=raking by MonmouthUn versity.
Focus to meet a condens2d paoject
schedvule, product quality waranan-
shix maintainability and docinenta-
tiom were just a few of the im»ortant
facow=met by the projecttear- cfEYR,
CM amd Harris. Monmouth Unwersi-
ty Fascreated a state-ofthe-art fecility
that w1l be an educational r=source
for years to come. [ |

November 2002




(T

By Doug Irwin

o

Evaluating and Improving
Analog On-air systems

e are all aware that the economy has slowed down,
Wand that advertising revenue is down for radio com-

panies across the country. With capital budget time
coming up, it is time to reconsider all the widgets, gadets and
gimmicks needed for the radio station next year. Take stock of
what the station already has, and focus on making all cf it work
welltogether.

For example, if the plan was to propose a budget for a digital
upgrade of the plant, go ahead. Just don't be surprised if it
doesn't get too far next year. I'm not suggestingthat yousiton
your hands; in fact, there are many things that can be done in
atypical analog plant that can go along way toward improving
the product. Perhaps a new competitor has shown up on the
dial; one that may make future capital improvements even
more distant.

Listening objectively

If an engineer thinks the sound at the station sounds perfect,
then he must be listening all the time, right?

Pretending to be a typical listener is impossible, but you can
be a super listener. Be more sensitive to problems heard over
aradio than the average listener.

As asuper listener, an engineer should notice problem:s before

22  November 2002

listeners do, and he should be able to analyze their causes.

Sometimes, as | am stuck intrafficon the way in towork, oron
the way home from work, I let the radio run in scan mode, just
to see what stations it stops on. I then try to honestly gauge my
first impressions when it does stop. How do the station’s
competitors sound? How does the station sound? Canlalways
recognize the sound of my own stations, and my competitors?
Does my station always sound better than my competitor? How
about half the time? Two times out of 10?

Identifying the problems

If you could ride along in the average listener’s car, and could
askthem why they preferred one stationtoanother, they would
give youvarious answers, but the one youneed to be concerned
about is this: “Station X seems stronger. [ can get it more easily.
It sounds clearer.”

“What do you mean it seems stronger?” you ask. “We’re
transmitting from the same location. We have the same power
they do.”

“Idon’tknow ... itjustisclearer. It sounds like they have more
power.” You, as the station’s engineer, have your work cut out
for you. Remember that, to at least some degree, the station’s
fortunes are tied to your own.

www.beradio.com




23

Novembar 2002

www.beradio.com




Try to analyze what a lay person would mean by “clearer” | would
assert it means more intelligible. lwould further assertthat it means
less noise, less distortion and more realistic high frequencies. Lyrics
are more intelligible. Announcer voices
sound more real. The other station may
sound louder,even with what seems to be
the exact modulation level as your station.

ldentify the differences between your
station and your competitor (or compet-
itors), and then get to work.

Examining the system

The engineering element of a broadcast
engineers job is the knowledge, ability
and experience necessary to assemble a
bunch of disparate components designed
by a bunch of anonymous engineers, into
asystem known as a radio station.There is
some art to it, as well.

To maximize the performance of the
system, one of the mostimportantthingsto
know is how the components of the sys-
tem work together. Also, make sure the
human components of the system are
working correctly with respect to the elec-
tronic components.

Continue listening carefully. After listen-
ing to the station carefully, you have come

Knowing how the various components in a facility funct on, both independently and as a

system, is the first step. Photo by Gary Kline.

Our switchers offer excellent sonic quality, rsmovable /O connections, contact closures, serial remote control capabilit

BROADCAST@
t 0 0 t 0o 0 | sE

ve Problem .-olvmg Tools for Broadcast
s, and flexible ig accessories.

SS124
Active audio switcher/router with 12
sterco inputs and four stereo outputs.

558.2

Active audio switcher with eight
sterco inputs, two stereo plus two
mono outputs.

16x2

The 16x2, Sixteen input, Dual Output
Stereo Switcher/Router passively
switches or routes any one of 16 stereo
inputs to either or both stereo outputs
or vise-versa through gold contact relays.

8x2

Active audio switcher with eight
stereo tnputs, two sterco plus two
mono oatputs,

16x1

Passive switcher/router with 16 stereo
inputs and one stereo output, or vice
versa.

8x1 DAS
Routes any one of eight AES/EBU digital
inputs to three common outputs.

6x1

Passive switcher/router with six
stereo inputs and one stereo output,
or vice-versa.

SM-6

Stereo mixer with six stereo inputs,
a stereo output, and front panel
onloff switches.

Ax2
Active audio switcher with three stereo
inputs and two stereo outputs

S$S3.1

Passive switcher/router with three
stereo inputs and one stereo output
or vice-versa.

SS 2.1/BNC

Passive switcher/router with two
composite audio, video, or AES/EBU
inputs to two composite video, or
AES/EBU outputs, or vice-versa.

SS 2.1/TERM

Passive switcher/router with two
stereo inputs and one stereo output
or vige-versa

b
<
0
0
o

[ X X ]
16x2
8x1 DAS
‘1 oo BT o M T S
= 6x1 §S3.1 SS 2.1/BNC SS 2.1/TERM

Check out our web site for product information, list pricing, and distributor focations]
web: www.broadcasttools.com « email: support@broadcasttools.com « phn: 36085405508 :

‘BR
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You need to multi-task.

iMedialogger

(i-me’de-d-3 18'gsr) definition: The most complete, affordable, and
easy-to-use automated audio recording solution available.

iMediaLogger frees you from the costly maintenance of conventional and
outdated equipment used for logging, recording, and skimming including
reel to reel, DAT, and VCR recorders with a single computer workstation.

Used in hundreds of stations including all of the top 10 markets, this award-
winning product allows you to:

* simultaneously record up to 12 stereo or mono audio sources
or streams using multiple bandwidth and compression formats
- MP2, MP3, Windows Media Audio, Real Audio, PCM, and ADPCM

* access your recordings anytime, from anywhere using its built in web
browser interface

* schedule time or closure based recordings
» remotely configure and manage your iMedial.ogger system

The next time you need to log, skim, or record, save yourself -and your
station- plenty of time, money and headaches. With iMediaLogger, you
will never have to change a tape again.

€ Thy
K> é“
W, ™
-4 f

To learn more about iMediaLogger,
visit www.omt.net or call 1-888-665-0501
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to the conclusion that there is room for improve-
ment. However, don’t stop listening. Continue
listening carefully. If you work at a station with a
music format, familiarize yourself with the most
commonly played songs by listening over and over
again. Get to know the sound of jocks and other
voice talent. If you don’t, you won't be a super
listener,and you won't be able to tell if other work

November 2002

you are doing on the system is having an effect.

Production elements. There are many radio formats but,| have yet
to hear one that didn’t use some sort of recording media, for the

A Great System

Known throughout the world as the best
performing, most reliable FM transmitter.

%

www.contelec.com

I1DT

800.733.5011

Starts With

XMITIER

purpose of delayed playback. By this I mean anything from spots,
to music, to long-format programs.

Before diving into the electronics of a recording device, make
sure that the users are recording the material correctly. 1f material
is recorded too loudly, for example, there will be obvious distor
tion during playback. Ifthe material isrecorded attoo lowofalevel,
your broadband AGC may have to pick up the slack; when it does
you may notice the effects of quantization. If material is recorded

with left and right channels out of phase
from one another,little will be heard on a
mono FM radio. (Remember,at least half
of the radios in the field are mono; many
of the stereo ones will be in blend mode
at any given time.) Inconsistencies in the
way material is recorded can generate
inconsistencies in system performance.
Develop the correct recording proce-
dures, and make sure your production
people follow them. New staff should
become acquainted with these proce-
dures when they begin working.

On-airplayback. Obviouslymaterial that
is recorded in-house is only part of what
gets played over the radio station. Even
the best material can be affected if on-air
personnel do nothandleit correctly. That’s
where console metering plays an impor-
tant role

Many consoles sold today use LED indi-
cators and refer to something otherthan a
VU scale; they may refer to the peak level
the console electronics can handle, or
something in-between. If your console
metering is by VU meter, then most jocks
will know how to use them. If LED meters
are used, determine the correct operating
indication, and make sure all on-air per
sonnel know it as well

Reference level and headroom. What is
the correct level? In any audio system,
there will be a maximum level of signalthat
can be passed from input to output with-
out distortion. Generally speaking, this
level is determined by the power supply
voltage available to the amplifiers, and the
amountofload connectedtotheir outputs.
Most every console made withinthelast 25
years uses a bipolar power supply that will
run outputs of atleast +15V and —15V. Most
integrated circuits used in output circuits
(such as 5532s) will have an absolute peak
output capability of about 1V less than the
supply voltage; so, two 5532s set up in a
balanced line driver will be able to have a
maximum peak output of about 28V peak-
to-peak, assuming the power supply rails
are at +15V and -15V. This translates to
+22dBu. The nominal level of most systems

www.beradio.com



Power

beyond the

printed word.

Radio magazine's ahility to help you solve business
problems extends beyond the great editorial in
this publication.

E-mail newsletters. Get the news you need,

as it happens. Sign up for a subscription to

our e-mail newsletter, the Radio Currnets Online Weekly
E-mail. Go to www.beradio.com and click on the button
link on the left side under Site Features.

Amplified coverage through our website.
Visit www.beradio.com where you'll find a
wealth of information to help you do your job
better, including:

¢ Daily news updates in Currents Online

e The Studio Spotlight

¢ The Engineer’s Notebook

Industry event calendar and Industry Links
Links to important FCC actions

Links to each issue’s advertisers’ websites

Supplier Directory. Find a product or service
in our mutti-industry Supplier Directory. Go to
PrimediaBusiness.com and click on the Supplier
Directory link.

Content for your website. Get the latest
industry-specific news automatically delivered
fresh to your corporate website, intranet or
extranet. Go to PrimediaBusiness.com and
check out the Primedia Insight newswire.

! Opportunities for Advertisers. We can
connect you with the exact buyers you're
looking for through newsletter sponsorships,
customized online special reports, targeted Web
advertising, and more. Contact Radio magazine sales
director Steven Bell (sbell@primediabusiness.com or
913-967-1848) or Rob Shore
(rshore@primediabusiness.com or
212-462-3401).

Click or call today to tap into the power
beyond the printed word.
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(especially one withVU meters) is most likely +4dBu,
and perhaps +8dBu. The difference in decibels
between the nominal level and the peak level is
known as headroom.

With music, a peak-to-average ratio of 12dB is to

Ensure that the equipment operators are using the
equipment properly and maintaining good audio levels. Photo
by Ben Weiss.

November 2002

be expected With a nominal level of +4dBu,and considering a peak-
to-average ratio of 16dB, | would never expect my peak levels to
exceed + 20dBu. With a +22dBu limit, though, there is only a 2dB
cushion priortoclipping the output amps. In theory that istight, but
in practice itis adequate. Make sure that jocks know that VU isthe
goal when setting levels during their show. Pinned VU meters could
mean distortion is generated in the console, or perhaps down-
stream in the system

Ifthe mixing console uses LED metering, determine if the scale is
referredto asanominal level orapeak level. Ifitisreferred to a peak
level,but a few of the jocks think it is a nominal level (Jike VU),then
there will be problems with the sound of the station.

Measuring system gain and frequency response. The mixing console
is probably only one component making up a chain of equipment
atthe studio location and through the STL system. Be familiar with
the performance of the entire system. Only then can you besure that
all the components are operating together correctly.

The first step is to establish the nominal system level, and then
to make sure that it remains constant from one end of the system
to the other. Start by running an audio generator into one of the
line inputs on the console. A 400Hz +4dBu sine wave fed intoone
of the line inputs, with a net gain of zero,should generate a +4dBu
sine wave output, and the console metering should indicate that
the nominal level isbeing met (i.e.,0VU on the console metering).
Calibrate the meter amps if necessary. If there is a distribution
amplifierattachedtothe output of the console, itsoutput channels
that feed the system should be at +4dBu as well. Other fixed-gain
devices,such as an equalizer,should have an output level that is

THE MOST POPULAR
CONSOLES evee!!!

NOW ONLY

54695 o

For more detailed information visit us at: www.arrakis-systems.com or cali: (970) 461-0730
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ESSENTIALS

Make your move into radio’s future:

Otari’'s New DB-10 Digital
On-Air Console.

High-resolution digital audio is now becoming a
demanding fact-of-life for today's top-market
radio operations. To meet this challenge, Otari
introduces the new 96 kHz DB-10 Digital
Broadcast Console. The fully expandable DB-10
is the most advanced and reliable small-format
digital On-Air console available, specifically
designed to meet the needs of broadcast pro-
fessionals. Its ergonomically refined control
surface features ten (10) fully configurable
input channel faders. Choose from Analog
Inputs (Stereo and Mono) or Digital Inputs
(AES/EBU and S/PDIF) for a maximum of 16
active channel paths in total, with 4 micro-
phone inputs always available on faders 1 to 4.
The DB-10 also features the EMG Emergency
bypass function, which protects you in the
event that one of your digital input sources
should fail,

The DB-10 provides 99 password-protected
snapshots, and 9 project settings for easy

Microphone courtesy of Audio-Technica

vww.otar.com

recall. Multiband selectable equalization,
compressor/limiter dynamics, 2 AUX, 2 TEL, and
2 PGM busses as well as two digital mfix minus
(N-1) busses, are available on all channels. The
DB-10 handles sample rates from 32kHz 1o
96kHz using the highest quality sample rate
converters. Synchronization can be achieved via
internal or external 48kHz word clock, providing
a reliable digital lock every time.

Up to 4 DB-10 consoles can be cascaded
together to provide additional channel inputs

0/T/AR/I}

as needed. When cascading DB-10 consoles,
both the talkback and Emergency Bypass sig-
nals are shared between all consoles, allowing
for one man operation. All of this in a compact
footprint perfect for small studios, while also
being expandable for use in larger facilities.
Furthermore, the DB-10's portability makes it
the perfect choice for 0B trucks.

Need computer backup? DB-10's console
snapshots, project settings, and GPIO data can
be quickly saved and recalled using a standard
PC serial link. The outboard power supply unit
supports 100-240VAC and optionally 24VDC.
And by adding another optional power supply
unit, the DB-10 can be redundantly duplexed
for failsafe operation. If your station’s been
waiting to provide “all digital” content, here’s
the on-air console solution to take you secure-
ly into radio’s future. The Otari DB-10 delivers
digital technology today - with the simplicity,
reliability and familiarity of analog’s past.

Another Otari Indispensible
Tool-0f-The-Trade

Otari Corporation « B236 Remmet Ave. « Canaga ark. (A 91304 - BOO/B77-0577 Fax: B18/594-7208 - emall; salesiotari.com - www.gtericom Otari Sontheast - 214 1 7th Aeeriue South « Nashville, TN 37212 « £15/255-6080 Fax: 615/258-3070
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otherwise affecting, the point being measured: Once the scope
is connected, look at the +4dBu sine wave. It should look clean.

equaltothesystem level. ifthere is a variable gain
device (such as an AGC) in the system, attach the
measuring device at its input.

After establishing that the nominal level is con-
stant through this part of the system, it’s time to
check the headroom. The receive measuring
device should have a monitoring port that can
feed an oscilloscope without unbalancing, or

Great Software from BSI

BSI created Simian digital
automation, but did you know
that we have a whole family of
products for Radio?

WaveCart, Stinger, Speedy,
Skimmer and WebConnect can
all work together to make your
station function professionally
and sound amazing. In addition
to our software, we offer
partner products such as sound
cavds, editing software traffic
and billing software and various
other accessories.

Any and all of our programs are
available for download. So
install our software and play
with it for as long as you wanl.
Once you’ve decided that it’s
the software for your station,
give us a call or ovder online.

A
BSi

Broadcast Sofiware

International

1925 Bailey Hill Road, Suite A

Eugene, OR 97405

www.hsiusa.com

888-BS1-USA1 (888-274-8721)

info@bsiusa.com

Para el espaiol, Hlamada Felipe
Chavez, Distribuidor de los
E.E.UU

(916) 368-6332

fchavez@ommedianet.com

32  November 2002

Simian
digital
automation
$1499

WaveCart
digital cart
machijne

$299

P s

Stinger
inslant audio

player
$199

WebConnect, ’ro =

) =
email remote s
cSagll
control 2 &
4 &

$299 S - i

Speedy 4.0
CD-to-PC
recorder
$199

Skimmer

easy audio logging

$299 e

Thousands of users have discovered how
easy and versatile BSI software really is.

Test and try before you buy.

Increase the input tothe console by 10dB;the VU meter will peg,
but the sine wave should look the same only bigger. Increase the
sine wave by another 10dB. The sine wave will have a clipped
top and bottom now. Reduce the input level in 1dB steps until
the clipping disappears. At that point, you have determined the
headroom that the system really has in practice (at least up to
the input of any variable-gain devices). The system should have
at least 16dB of headroom above the nominal level.

After establishing this peak level, mute the audio generator. The

W

resulting level should be around -80dBu
to ~90dBu. Calculate the dynamic range
by taking the peak level and subtracting
the noise floor (Example: +22dBu-
80dB=102dB). Make sure thatthe measure-
ment device is not high-pass filtered. You
want to know about any low frequency
noise that may exist in the system.

Another important facet of the head-
room measurement is level vs. frequency.
Once the headroom has been established
at 400Hz, sweep down in frequency to
100Hz,then 50Hz and then 20Hz. The result
should be close to the level at 400Hz
(within acoupletenths of a decibel). Now
go the opposite direction—up in frequen-
cy. Can the system pass 15kHz at the same
level as 400Hz?

On-air processor located at studio site.
Some or all of the on-air processing may
be located at the studio site. Make sure
the input gain of the audio processor
matches the system’s nominal level.
Many audio processors (young and old)
have different gain settings so that the
user can match the gain structure of the
processor with the levels expected at the
input of the device. Make sure the pro-
cessor does not expect a —10dBu input,
when +4dBuis supplied. Doingso could
generate distortion in the input amps of
the processor.

On-air processor located at the transmit-
ter site. If the on-air processor is located at
the transmitter site, then the system mea-
surements need tobe extended all the way
through to the transmitter site. The STL is
often the weakest link in the chain. In fact
the performance of the STL will usuaily be
the limiting factor in the overall perfor
mance of the system. Move the measuring
device to the outputs of the STL, and-take
the same set of level vs. frequency mea-
surements. Adjust the gain of each ele-
ment in the system, from console gain, to
VU meter calibration, to directional an-
tenna gain, to STL input gain and output
level, until constant levels are established
all the way through. Remeasure level vs.
frequency, and see how the high end

www.beradio.com
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You Need This

Looks like you've got your hands full again. Except you're running out-of hands.
And because you have many facilities you could use a few more legs, too.

Let Harris' Intraplex STL PLUS™ give you a hand getting your new station up and
running quickly and profitably or upgrading your station to the best quality digital
on-air sound available today.

STL PLUS™ gives you bi-directional program audio transport over a T1 line, fiber or microwave link. So you can interconnect
yourstudios, offices and transmitter sites. And because it's is a digital system, you're delivering pure, crystal clear sound
regardless of the distance. Even if you're surrounded by the highest mountains or tallest buildings.

Now for the PLUS in STL PLUS™: You can also transmit LAN/WAN data, telephone, intercom, and
remote control quer the same digital line. All of which can rack up some pretty impressive cost
savings for your inter-facility communications,

Best of all, STL PLUS™ grows with you as no one else can. It has the industry's largest assortment
of plug-in modules. So you can design the perfect system for today and quickly, easily, and ST
affordably upgrade it for. tomorrow. AUTOMATION

So, contact your Harris representative about STL PLUS™ today. You'll be a leg up on the rest. TRANSMISSION




(15kHz) comparestothe low end (20Hz). Remea-

sure the noise floor and recalculate the system’s

dynamic range.
Stereo generators.

If the station uses an analog

Check the zudio system’s headroom by observing the
point at which the audio is clipped. Photos by Ben Weiss.

stereo generator, it can cause different types of problems. Newer
stereo generators (lessthan 10 years old) are going to have an output
amplifier that can drive a long piece of coax (as much as 100 feet of
RG-58). Inmost transmittersiteinstallations, the length of coax on the
output of the generator will be a non-issue. However, if the station
owns an older stereo generator, refer to its manual to see what the
recommended maximum amount of cableis thatcan behung on its
output. Attaching too.much cable on the output of an amplifier not
designed to drive a capacitive load, such as a long coax, could roll-
off the frequency response of the composite system, causing a loss
in stereo separation.

Analog composiie STLs have similar issues. Typically, analog radio
STLs are calibrated
sothat 3.5V peak-to-
peak generates the
full deviation of the
system (otherwise
known as 100 per
cent modulation).
Input metering on
the transmitter side

and output metering
on the receiver site,
will indicate 100 per-
cent modulation
with this voltagelev-
el onthetransmitter

Building Broadcast Furniture
for over 35 Years

STARTING AT

PREWIRED
SYSTEMS
AVAILABLE

USA
(847) 487-7575

m BROADCAST SYSTEMS, INC.

STANDARD BROADCAST FURNITURE

www.ramsyscom.com

* SOLID SURFACE OR LAMINATED TOP

* 10 YEAR WARRANTY ON SOLID SURFACES
RICH STAINED OAK TRIM

* LAMINATED VERTICALS

» REVERSIBLE PUNCH BLOCK PANEL

* 43/8" KICK BASE

* 30" HIGH TABLE TOP (38" OPTIONAL)

* 12 RACK UNIT UTILITY HOUSING |

* 12 RACK UNIT PEDESTAL BAYS

* POPOUT REAR PANELS

* CABLE WIRE TRAYS

* ASSORTMENT OF COLORS

* GUEST WINGS AVAILABLE

* OVERBRIDGES AVAILABLE

CANADA
(705) 722-4425
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I i the migration to digital is in your future, than this

is the route to take. Introducing the large size, big
performance analog router that also speaks fluent digital. A true
hybrid that allows you b scale the number of analog anc digital
ports as needed, now and in the future. Best of all, the SAS64000
Audio Routing System creates a path to AES/EBU digita audio
without creating analog obsolescence

This means you can mix your analog and digital
I/0 in the same router ‘rame. Go direct analog to
analog, or digital to digital. Mix it up with
automatic 24-bit conversion analog to
digital and vice versa

Either way, this
unigue architecture .
sports uninterrupted
signal integrity and
non-blocking
flexibility.

analog and/or
digital input

L

® 256 X 256 Large

o Mono/Steres with
steres linking

o Wide variety of
control parels

e 118 dB analoy
dysamic range

o Distributes multi-
processor architecture

-

e Digital or analog
inputs and outputs

e PC or automation control

® 428 dBu max. input/
output levels

o Superb broadcast-quality
performance

o Automatic 24-bit analog
to digital conversion

analog and/or
digital cutput

[

om/\no the SAS64000 is wonderfully simple
to integrate, upgrade and put into service
Just pl [ it
Welcome to digital'—co-existing flawlessly with

analog—and all in the same framewor
Interested? There's lots more to tell
Call 818 840 6749; or e-mail
sales@sasaudio.com; or check our
website at sasaudio.com.

If you're moving into digital
then the SAS64000 Audio
Routing System is your

conduit to the future

SAS

SIERRA
AUTOMATED
SYSTEMS

sasavdio.com
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input. While program material is running through
the system, the output ofthe stereo generatorshould
be set so that the STL metering is indicating peaks
of 100 percent. Ifthe peak level istoo low; the overall
dynamicrange ofthe system iscompromised. Ifthe
level is set too high, there may be subtle distortion
generated in the demodulation process of the
receiver. In either case,the on-air sound is affected
in a negative fashion. Cable length is an issue with
older analog systems. Keep the composite output
cables as short as possible, locating the composite
source as close to the exciter input as possible

Optimizing the system

Lack ofheadroom. Ifthe system cannotmaintain
at least 16dB of headroom, (down to 20Hz and up
to 15kHz), see which device or link in the chain is
specifically causing the problem. Dothisbysetting
up a headroom test, and working backwards (or
upstream, from the last device in the system, back-
wards to the console output). A headroom prob-
lem across the entire audio band could be attrib-
uted to something that has incorrect input gain vs.
outputgain. An exampleisifthere isa distribution
amp (DA) in the program chain that has an input

if the system cannot
maintain at least 16dB of
headroom, find the problem by
working hackwards.

gain control and an output gain control. Perhaps, by accident,
someone turned up the input gain by 10dB, and then turned the
output gain down by 10dB to compensate. The throughput gain
is zero.However,the input amps get clipped early resulting inonly
6dB of headroom. Remove the DA from the chain anyway (set it
up to bridge the console output; don’t run the air chain through
it). When it comes to audio quality,less (equipment) is definitely
more (quality). If you insist on leaving it, readjust the input gain
so that the input amps can handle +22dBu, and then adjust the
output amps afterwards so that the throughput gain is zero.
What if the system lacks high-frequency headroom? Are there
equalizers in the system? If so, how are they set up? A graphic
equalizer,for example,set up in the smile configuration, may lack
headroom at low and high frequencies. At low frequencies, the
effect would be pronounced clipping. At high frequencies, the

CELL PHONE

FEATURES:

o Use With Most Hand Held Cell Phones

Two Headphone Jacks

Two Mic Inputs

Separate Line Input

Connection To Standard Telephone.

Operates on ‘AA’ Batteries or external
power

A Separate Headphone Cue Switch

0O 0O 0 O O°

FJ-500 FIii

INTERFACE

plack
et

-l

Connect 'fo

:_';2 -4‘;/
. ¥ { B Standard
AOND Telephone In
_—— MoniTor ] Flipdack 599 Pg ; Event Of No Or
B o Poor Cell Phone
e ————— Connection

For More Flexibility
Balanced Line Output

o Shoulder Strap Slots
Call For More information

CONEX

ELECTRO-SYSTEMS

1602 Carolina Street Bellingham, WA 98229
www.conex-electro.com  conex@conex-electro.com

Celi Phone
[e]

360-734-4323 800-645-1061

g semnng

[
]
€ o

-4
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Ampilified

overage.
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Radio magazine’s ability to help you solve business
problems extends beyond the great editorial in
this publication.

Visit www.beradio.com where you'll

find a wealth of information to help you do
your job better, including:

» Daily news updates in Currents Online

The Studio Spotlight

¢ The Engineer's Notebook

Industry event calendar

Industry Links

Links to important FCC actions

» Links to each issue’s advertisers’ websites

Tap into the power beyond the printed word.

Radto

THE RADIO TECHNOLOGY LEADER

Radio Magazine
www.beradio.com




effect would be intermodulation of high frequen-
cy components (because harmonic distortion will
be rolled-off farther downstream in the system). If
you insiston leaving this configuration, readjust the
input and output levels to maintain the 16dB of
headroom at the opposite ends of the audio band.
Make a note that the throughput gain at 400Hz will

To maintain stereo separation, keep
the length of the composite audio
! coaxial cable to a minimum. Photo by

F'/) ’ - Ben Weiss.
We re o n -Al r | b:nsor:::hing other than 0dB.

® ° ® 7, ' Itis possible forthesystem tosuffer from
! , noise, especially when measuring the
l n F lfve M In u[tes. system’s dynamic range. Low frequency
noise related tothe power line frequency

can be easy or tough. A 60Hz hum can

usually be attributed to inductive pickup.

Move high-gain devices (such as mic

pre-amps) away from big power trans-

formers. A 120Hz buzz usually comes
[ from dc power supplies. Check to make
| sure the filter caps aren't dried out. This
type of noise can be introduced into a
system by ground loops.

Emphasize balanced audio feeds—
| not only in the input and output amps,
[ but also in the cabling itself. Analog
| radio STLs are sometimes noisy. Make
sure the transmit and receive antennas
are pointed correctly Check that the
transmission lines on the transmit end
and the receive end are in good shape,
and that the connectorsare on correctly.
Be sure the transmitter and receiver are
as close to the same frequency as pos-
sible. If the receiver and transmitter are
| off, the result can be noise and subtle
distortion from the demodulation pro-
cess in the receiver. If the system period-
ically fades, consider getting bigger dish-
es on one or both ends, and shorten
transmission line paths.

Transmitter tuning. The effects of mul-
| tipath distortion on FM transmission are

obvious. There isn’t much that can be
doneaboutreceiver multipath, butthere
is something that can be done to ensure

thatastation isn’ttransmitting multipath.

Log on ﬁ | The symptom of non-optimized trans-
35“898'8"]8 Bﬂm* mission is synchronous AM noise tran;—
. mitted along on the FM carrier. The basic

- component of the measurement setup

is a sample element that produces a dc
output that drives a meter. If a wattmeter

sample is available in the output trans-
mission line, useit forthedcsample and

When you've got audio to cut
and no time to spare...

Trust Short/cut 2000™ to get a move on. How fast is it? {
You'll be editing tracks as fast as you can push the
buttons. And when you're working on-air, Short/cut’s ten
Hot Keys keep your best clips cued-up and ready to go.

We've also tripled audio storage to a whopping 12 hours
- and with a hard drive so quiet you can work right next
to an open mike. |

Whether it's breaking news, phone-ins, sports, interviews,
or live events, the new Short/cut 2000 is radio’s #1 choice
for stand-alone digital audio editing.

the
Story

360 Systems, 5321 Sterling Center Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91361 « Phone (818) 991-0360 - Fax (818) 991-1360
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FIM Educational Circutdy Polarizatien antennas.
Model flo. Bays Max. Input Poter  Price
me=1 500 W $250
0w $650
800 W $950
800w $1,250
2000 W $1,750
3000 W $2,250
3000 W $2,700

FM Low PuwerCircular Polarization aftennas.

Model B8, Bays _ Max. iput Pawer  Price
GP-1 1 1500 W $350
6P-2 3000.W $1,350
or-3 4500 W $1,800
G6P-4 6000 W $2,500
6P-5 80w  $2,900
6P-6 8000 W $3,500

FM.Medium Power Clrcular Polarization antenaas.
Model Max. Input Power _ Price
SGF == 3000 W $650
SGP-2 6000 W $2,450
S6P-3 ] 8000W  $3,500
S6P-4 8ooo W $4,300
SGP-5 8000 W $5,100
SGP-6 8000w $5,900
SGP-6R 150000 $6,500

Please Contact the OMB America
Sales Department, for other
antenna systems configurations

Commerclol & T.V. Foctory:
Avda. Son Antonio, 41

Teléfs.: 976.50.46.96 (6 lines)
Fox 976.46.31.70

50410 CUARTE DE HUERVA
({Zaragoza)

Antenna & Radio Foctory:

Camino de los Albares, 14, bajos
Teléfs.: 976.50. 35. 80 (6 lines)

Fox 976.50. 38. 55

50410 CUARTE DE HUERVA  (Zaragozo)
Internet. hitp://www.omb.es

e-mofl: ombcom@infonegocio.com
VideoConference(RDSI) 976 46 32 00

INTERNATIONAL DIVISION

3100 NW 72 nd. Avenue Unit 112

MIAMI, Florido 33122

Ph.: 305 477-0973 — 305.477-0974 (6 lines)
Fox: 305 477-0611

Internet. hitp://www.omb.com

e-mail: ombusa@bellsouth.net
Videoconference: 1 305 5940991/92

The hgst selection

TU @ Radio antenna systems



p = transmitter by the manufacturer’'s recommended means.)

AM transmitters: modulation level. Unlike its FM counterpart, the

then minimize the synchronous AM in one of the
following ways: Connect a scope across it (use a
low vertical bandwidth, like 20MHz) and tune the
transmitter for the least amount of noise riding on
top of the dc; or,connect a sensitive audio ampli-
fier across it and use your ears to minimize the
amount of noise riding on top of the dc sample.
(Do either of these as a touch-up after tuning the

Model RFC-1/B Remote Facilities Controller

it's the most affordable, fully-featured transmitter remote control system available. it's flexible. it's expandable. it has a
well-aeserveq reputation for being very reliable. and it's not difficult on the eyes. what other reasons do you need?

F Es.A T U R E &

transmitter control from any telephone
8-64 channels of telemetry and control
programmable control by time and date
automatic adjustments based on telemetry
optional printer and modem adapters
programmable telemetry alarms
full-featured, affordable, reliable
integrated rack panel

-
&

visit our web site for more information on our products

& Sine Systems

nashville, tennessee * 615.228.3500 voice « 615.227.2393 fax-on-demand  www.sinesystems.com

amount of power transmitted in an AM system is proportional to the
amount of modulation. The more modulation, the louder and
stronger the station sounds. However,because of the nature of AM,
the transmitter is not forgiving of the overall peak level. Too much
negative modulation creates splatter,and makes the station sound
bad. Most current AM processors have tight leve! control, so it is
possible to achieve consistent results by carefully adjusting the
modulation level with the use of an oscilloscope.

Advancing to the next level

When it comes to audio processing, the
old adage garbage in equals garbage outis
true. Even without changing any of the
settings on a processor, it’s likely that the
station sounds better after you have stud-
ied and fixed the on-air chain. Upgrading
tothe next level of quality involves making
chan-gesto the electronics of your systems
components, the efficacy of which is sub-
jective. Before going that far, continue lis-
tening to your radio station and see to it
that you've conquered all the easy prob-
lems first.

Irwin is director of engineering for Clear
Channel, San Francisco.

Experience Exceptional Quality, Reliability and Service!
Experience Armstrong Transmitter!

DOur single tube high power FM transmitters offer
you exceptional quality and affordable prices.

Built for the “real world” environment, these RF
workhorses offer long term reliability and features
not found in any other single tube transmitter
available.

Features include:

* 1/4 Wave Grounded Grid PA.
o Fiber Optic PA Arc Detection.
* PA Temperature Protection.

¢ Advanced Control System with remote
computer interface and auto log.

» More internal status sensors than any other
transmitter.

* CO Quality Audio. (AES/EBU optional)

* Available from 15KW to 35KW. Combined
systems to 60

FM 30000 TX

' m-mnwm . the best RF products, the best around-the-clock support,

' and the best prices ... because you deserve nothing less!

A ARMSTRONG

TRANSMITTER CORPORATION

4830 North Street, Marcellus, NY 13108 Web Site: armstrongtx.com
~ Phone: 315-673-1269 Fax: 315-673-9972

email: sales@armstrongtx.com

AUDIO ROUTING S'W!TCHERS

' -
SR-10 $396.00

10x1 STEREO SWITCHER J
.

[ SR-10M $799.00

10X 1 STEREOQ SWITCHER
N p.

2. N
$499.00

DUAL 10 X 1 STEREO SWITCHER
\L J

$1380.00 |

20 X 1 STEREQ SWITCHER

- J

-
SR-201

$698.00 |

6 X4 STEREO SWITCHER

~
SR-61M $1799.00

8 X1 STEREO SWITCHERWITH
METERING AND MONITORING
\. J

m BROADCAST MANUFACTURING, INC.

USsA CANADA
847 487 7575 705 722 4425

www.ramsyscom.com
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Sups’u'o’z Broadzsast Products

FM Transmitters

All Power levels 20 watts to 30,000 watts
100% Solid State or Grounded Grid

High Performance Digitally Synthesized FM Exciter

W - -
@m&" - . ')

Grounded Grid

Models Feature

* Solid State High
Performance Exciter

* Solid State Driver

* Ease of Installation

* Fast Delivery

* Motor Driven Tuning

e Complete Front Panel
Metering

* Low Pass Filter

* Soft Start Up

* Cost Effective Pricing

* Financing Available

e LED Read out on front
panel shows operating
parameters

Solid State FM Transmitters

Featuring the latest Cold Mos fett Design
Models range from 20 watts to 10,000 watts

20 watt Exciter 850.00
100 watt Transmitter 2,000.00
250 watt Transmitter 3,000.00
350 watt Stereo Transmitter 3,500.00
500 watt Transmitter 4,000.00

1,000 watt Transmitter 7,000.00

Many other models to choose from

Transmissions Line
Superior Broadcast Products offers a wide
range of transmission line and accessories

/2 inch Foam Coax as low as  $1.40 per foot
’/s inch Foam Coax as low as  $3.50 per foot
1% inch Foam Coax as low as  $8.50 per foot
2 '/« inch Foam Coax as low as $12.00 per foot

Call for prices on other sizes

Studio to Transmitter Link
Frequency Agile Composite
Transmitter and Receiver

L

! | e ®
Lo g -
=i
: i
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Both Transmitter and Receiver $3,500.00

Transmitter Receiver

10 watt output Active band pass filter
Stereo or Mono Full Metering

Full Metering Fast Delivery

Two SCA inputs Two SCA outputs
One year limited warranty

FM Antennas

Power Levels from 500 to 20,000 watts per bay

One bay 500 watt input 495.00
Two bay 500 watt input 1,200.00
Four bay 2,000 watt input 1,990.00
Six bay 3,000 watt input 3,500.00

Broadband Medium Power

Two bay 3,000 watt input 2,400.00
Three bay 3,000 watt input 3,400.00
Three bay 10,000 watt input 4,000.00
Four bay 3,000 watt input 4,400.00
Four bay 10,000 watt input 4,800.00
Six bay 3,000 watt input 6,250.00
Six bay 10,000 watt input 7,000.00
Eight bay 10,000 watt input 9,500.00

Many other models and power levels

Contact JiImmie JOyNt 17194 Preston Road, Suite 123-297 « Dallas, TX 75248
Ph. 800/279-3326 » Fax 800/644-5958 972/473-2577
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by Wi liam Harrison Jr,

Mo capture four one-hour bl ks |
udio each day, it involved W'rlm;

scripts that would interact with the GUI of the
audio encoding tool (send an ALTF to the
encoder window, send the filename, send the
down arrow four times). There would be prob-
lems with it, but for the most part, it worked for
capturing the conlent. Each day the captured
files would be edited by hand, manually up-
loaded and then the HTML pages would be
updated to show links to the new files.

| gottired of doing things manually and started
looking forabetterway I leftthe capture program
the way it was, and | wrote scripts to allow other
people to edit the files automatically (the times
were nearly always the same), and taught them
howtouploadthem aswell. | even createdaCG
that wrote to an included HTML file, so that
others could post the links to the Realmedia
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i teraction, simpdy by sutmit-
& browser 1 stdl required

. manual 1abor but it wasn't my labor,so | didr't
~ mind nearly as much.

As time went by, some people began to mind,
and | began exploring ways to automate more
of the process. The script to interact with the
encoder GU! was replaced with a command-
line program, so there were fewer chances for
something togo wrong. Because the files always
needed the same amount of time removed from
their beginning, | automated that as well. Then
the files would be sent automatically via FTP to
the server,and the links would be displayed only
if the file existed. Completely automatic, but all
done in a proprietary automation program.

Nowadays most of these tasks are fulfilled by
the programs themselves, so users don’t need to
write a lot of custom code. It's almost as easy as
point, click and leave.

www.beradio.com



Timing is everything

The single most important piece in this puzzle is the time source.
Computer clocks are notoriously inaccurate, and this process
requires capturing content from an accurate fixed schedule. If
possible, use the same time source as the rest of the station, perhaps
from the automation system or from a satellite feed or GPS clock. If
those optionsaren’tavailable, download one of the many programs
designed to keep the computer’s clock accurate from time sources
like NIST,the Naval Observatory or Abouttime from Arachnoid.com.
There are dozens of these programs available. Whichever you
choose, install it,configure it to set the clock at least once an hour,
and makesure itstartsautomatically when the computerisrestarted.
This will produce an accurate timebase to start from.

Schedule it: Nearly all operating systems now have a built-in
scheduling program. Windows 98 offers Task Scheduler; Win-
dows NT provides the AT command; Linux variants offer Cron;
and Windows ME,XP and 2000 all have similar schedulers. If you
are already familiar with it, you can even find a version of Cron
for use on Windows.

Encode it: Real Systems Real Producer hasbuilt-in, command-line
encoding with a program called rmbatch, so it's a natural choice
for scheduled encoding (from a pre-existing file, or from a live
source). After reading the manual and determining which settings
to use (the user controls all of them, including bit rate, audio and
video codecs, duration, filename, title, capture to a file and stream
livetoaserver),simply create ascheduledtaskto run atthe specified
time. Check the documentation for the actual parameters, but for
live encoding, it's something along the lines of this:

RMBatch.exe /. /0 C:Nfoo.mrm /T 0.1 /A 0N O 4 1 /B "My Clip”

Just set up a task with the scheduler and it is finished.

Edit it: Most task schedulers can only launch a program at the
beginning of a minute, but odds are the content the user wants to
encode starts 30 seconds after the minute. Simply encode more
than is needed, and trim it later. Realproducer uses rmeditor, a
command-line editor for encoded files. Add asecond scheduled
task, and remove the first 30 seconds of extraneous content. Again,

| T

All-New AutoPik:t 2
Unleash the Power!

"AutoPilot 2 has not missed a

check the documentation, but here’s a quick us-
age guide:

rmeditor -i <input> -0 <output> |-t
<titles] [-a <author>] [-c <copyright>]

[-C <comment>] [T <allow
recording>] [-k <allow download>]

[-s <start time>] [-e <end time>] [-
<log fiie>] [-d <dump file>]

[-g <description>] [-n <keywords>]
[-IN <allowing Indexing>] [-AR
<audience rating>]

Removingtrailing contentshould be justassimple.
Upload it: Yes, you could spend a lot of time
creating a scheduled task to upload the encaded
content to the appropriate server. Or, write a com-
mand-ine batch file to FTP the file and schedule it
to run at the correct day and time using the operat-

C\hopa™ 1\Hea\Read™ ~ 1unbalcs.cor

Corpuifhia Clers | Tona Hosts Tome Servern | Gpacmn | ot |

Datay/TCP T/ 1P

3 8 8 ©

TompAIDP b1

Real Systems Real Producer has a command-line program called
rmbatch, which can be set up to schedule encoding tasks.

Lt
= Special Offer!!

Order now and receive
free ARC-16 5.4

Control Software
e Control all sites from one PC
s Wizards for easy setup
* Powerful Scripting
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powered AM station. It's very
dependable".

Paul Reynolds, Chief Engineer
Cox Radio

"AutoPilot 2's open architecture
has really expanded our
monitoring capabilities. The
power of the scripting wizard
can't be overstated."

Jeff Kuhne, Engineer, WRPI-FM

firmware with your
purchase!

Firmware Features include:
¢ Adjustable Alarm Delays
* Adjustable Raise/Lower
| Durations
¢ Autoload for PC Based
ARC-16 Configuration

B TFCHNOLOGV

‘ Tel: 800-255-8090
Web Site: www.burk.com
Email: sales@burk.com
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Capturing & Encoding

ing system’s built-in scheduler. It would work fine. usethesame file nameforthe encoded content, sothe linkisalready
Instead, savea lot oftroubleand use an FTP program on the page and the file just changes when it gets uploaded. A
with its own scheduling function, such as WS_FTP second way is to set up an additional scheduled FTP for the new
Pro. A few easy clicks and the file is set up to be HTML page, and have it upload after the encoded file has been

46

transferred without writing a single line of code.

uploaded. Yet another way is to use PHP, Perl or a similar language,

Post it: There are many ways to display a link to the and check for the existence of the encoded file on the server. If it
file on the station's Web page. One way is to always exists, display the link in the page. Otherwise, it can display some-

thing else.

File-transfer programs can also be set up to
automate file transfers, ensuring that the most
recent file is always posted.

——

Don’t Turn'Your Mic’
On Without It

_;UP/?EM”

fnewnst

on b
g
aron D%

The NEW SUPERELAY controls “On The Air” warning lights ”’
and gives you six relays for utility switching. i

* New compact design mounts in one-third rack space
* Plug-in Euro-style connectors for quick and easy installation

* Flasher for warning lights and AC power supply built in me
P

Led il
In stock, only $285 list. Full specs and dealer list at www.henryeng.com

ENGINEERING

Henry Engineering
Rack Mountable Plug-in installation No Wall-Warts! (626) 355-3656

[ S ———

November 2002

[PerC— ) )
f mﬁmw T oot | Alternate technologies . .
[1onsznze] [scesrem = (107572009 =] — {] Apply these same principles to a system using Windows Media
L e - m——— = Encoderwith onesmallchange:the command-line encoding utility
i :::':;M l | for Windows Media Encoder does not allow input to be from a live
g el ; 1 source. The user will have to capture the content to a .wav or .avi
§ HowPoe fe=a - Pl  firstbyusingsomeother command-line capture utility,and then run
Py | - that file through the batch job Windows Media Encoder. The user
N M, will have to download the Windows Media 8 Encoding Utility
g L : (search the Microsoft website for wm8eutil) to get command-line
E :x — i%&.. ability for batch encoding, which will read something like this:
E. | m‘:;:ko_ I Pl P rat wmBeutil -input clip.avi -output clip.wmv
iiws_m’ Pro, Versn 7.02. 201,100 Serve it:There isn't much to discuss on this topic because once the
' _ encoded files are uploaded, and links have been posted to them on
el e | b6 | G | Aws | B | the website, it is automated about as much as it can be. But recent

developments in server technology ask to be touched on here.
Real Networks (www.realnetworks.com) has just released its new
Helix Universal Server,which hasthe ability to stream nearly any file

New! PSA - 4570A
Spectrum Analyzer and

Display Monitor
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Avcoms' new PSA-4570A allows the
optimum use of rack mount space in
mobile communication vehicles. In the
950-1450 MHz position, the PSA-4570A
displays L-Band satellite signals. With
precise center frequency tuning the PSA-
4570A enables quick satellite identifica-
tion and rapid antenna alignment. Soft-
ware selectable LNB frequency offsets
aid the operator to quickly Identify tran-
sponders. With a flip of a switch you can
monitor the 50-90 MHz uplink exciter or
receiver IF frequencies with a resolution
bandwidth of 1 MHz or 300 KHz. The
PSA-4570A uses the latest 1/4 VGA
display and microprocessor technology.
Convenient function keys enable raptd
option selection. Memory store and
recall functions allow saving satellite
“footprints” for future evaluation. The
PSA-4570A comes with a 15 month
warranty.

Avco 500 Southlake Bivd

i Richmond, VA 23236

www.avecomramsey.com
(804) 794-2500 (804) 794-8284 Fax

email: sales@avcomramsey.com
Bringing High Technology Down To Earth
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format: Real Audio
(.rm),Real Video (.rm,
.rmvb), Real Pix (.rp),
Real Text (.rt), Macro-
media Flash (.swf),
Windows Media (.asf,
.wma, .wmv), Quick-
time (. mov), MPEG-1,
MPEG-2, MPEG4, MP3
and others with the

Start = AL [ g

with a GUI. It should also be able to
automate most redundant tasks.
No matter what route the station
chooses, be sure to write down
what is and what is not automated.
Six months later, when there is a
problem, it’s nice to have notes
about what is supposed to be hap-
pening before you try to fixit.  §

= 9

addition of plug-ins.
This means there can
be a Real Networks
and a Windows Media stream without the
need for two separate streaming servers.

The drawback of this singleserver sys-
tem is that Real Server licenses will now
cover Windows Media streams as well. The
usernow hasto pay forconcurrentstreams
of Windows Media, something that previ-
ously wasn'taconcern. With a stand-alone
Windows Media server, there can be as
many streams as desired, all license-free
and cost free.

This is just the basis of a system with much
more potential. For example, with these
toolssomeone hasto set up fourscheduled
tasks each time he wanted to encode, up-
load and post anything—fine fora one-time
broadcast, but not ideal for a show that airs
Monday through Friday. Write simple scripts
to automatically name the encoded file for
the date and time it gets encoded, and not
have to set up a scheduled task for each
encoded file. |haveonesetupthatencodes
24 one-hour files each day, and makes a
month’'s worth of audio available online, all
with one scheduled task.

automate some functions.

Automation programs

Ifthere issomethingthatsimply cannotbe
scheduled because it doesn't have a built-
inscheduler, and there isno command-line
version of the program, there are a couple
of programs designed to interact with just
about anything else on a machine.

Winbatch from Wilson Windowware
(wwwwinbatch.com) is an interpreter
based language that can be used to auto-
mate nearly any Windows task. It has
extenders for the language to let you inter-
act with network servers (Microsoft or
Netware), ODBC databases, printers, serial
and parallel ports. Winbatch makes it a
snap to name files based on date and time
of encoding.

Automize from Hitek Software
(www hiteksoftware.com) is a cross-plat-
form automation package written primari-
ly in Java, so it can be used on Windows
machines, Macsand even Linux machines

www.beradio.com

Most encoding software packages provide utilities to

Harrison is senior applications devel-
oper for Toad.net, an Internet service
provider in Severna Park, MD.

NEW RADIO SYSTEMS CT-2002 MODELS

Now The Most
Flexible Featured

Clock/Timer System
Available Anywhere!

New in Every 2002 Modei:
Jp-Down Timer
SMPTE Time Code
Top-of-Hour Reset
Infrared Remote Control*
Pre-Set Down Times

Master/Slave Operation
RJ-45 Quick Connectors
S-eek Black Styling

Maodels start at just $135.00

Available in Large 2" Display, Rack o
Desldop or Uttra Thin M

*Requires gptional (R
ramete conirol @ $22.00

€01 Heron Drive, Logan Township, New Jersey o808s

(356 467-8ooc voice (356) 467-3044 fax Www.-adiksyste ns.comn
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By Chriss Scherer, editor

Even though today’s equipment is more reliable than
ever before, the need to ensure that the audio quality

ost facilities today are a mix of analog and

digital source equipment. The ongoing push

is toward increased maintenance of the digi-
tal signal path. Regardless of the compliment of
analog and digital equipment,every station’s goal
is to maintain a quality audio signal through the
entire chain.

Several basic audio quality parameters are com-
mon to both forms of audio transmission. The tools
for most of the analog methods are familiar to
stations. However, the tools required for digital
evaluation may be less familiar,and the elements to
be measured may also introduce new concepts
and methods.

Reliable and proven
The analog audio test set has faithfully served
radio for many years. Basic measurementssuch as
frequency response, distortion and noise are sim-
ple elements to evaluate. The signal generator and
audio analyzer are necessary tools for these tasks.
Analog signals are subject tothe medium through

November 2002

Is at its highest has never been greater.

which they travel, and the parameters can sometimes explain what
may affect that signal.

Bench-top test sets can provide highly accurate measurements of
these parameters. These same bench-top systems have evolved
into portable formsas well. Creating atestscenario with large boxes,
once an awkward task, has been reduced to plugging in a device
that can be as small as a PDA. The cables and connectors now
occupy more space than the test equipment itself.

Analogtestingisstillanimportanttask. Eventhroughacompletely
digital system, the final output of the digital-to-analog converter is
an analog source and needs to be evaluated from an analog point
of view.

When digital test sets were first introduced, one of their obvious
attributes was how much time a user could save by automating
many of the functions in routine tests. The tedious task of nulling
the test set between each frequency measurement is now done
automatically. The entire discrete frequency series is done in one
continuous sweep or with a broadband noise source.

Digitally-based systems can run automatically, while the engineer
attendstootherduties. Forintermittent problems the testset monitors
several parameters at once until the failure the occurs, providing
more information to the person performing the trouble shooting. At

www.beradio.com
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the same time, that person does not have to sit and wait for an
intermittent problem to occur before he can diagnose a problem.

Not always perfect
Digital systems were designed to eliminate the problems and
shortcomings of the transmission medium and processing path
Each amplifier in an analog system introduces a small variation to
a signal, whether it is noise, distortion or frequency response. The
theory behind digital is that what comes out is exactly the same as —— —— :
what goes in. This is not always the case. While digital systems can Computer-based systems provide accurate test
be more robust than their analog counterparts, they can also be routines that can be repeated and automated.
more fragile
In most cases, analogsignals fail because
of a slow decay. Regularly checking and

Network up to 640 channels Fibre Optic Cabling

New terms,
new tools

Testing and measuring analo3 audio
has its own set of traditional measure-
ments that are used to verify a signal’s
quality. Some of these measurements
apply to digital audio, but simply
knowing that there is a problem is not
enough. Sometimes, distortion and
other problems can be traced to a
problem in the digital bitstream. Here
are some of the common digital terms
and their meanings.

B N .
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bit-error rate or bit-error ratio
(BER) A measurement of errors in a bit
stream. The ratio is calculated by
dividing the number of erroneous bits
by the total number of bits transmitted,
received or processed over a specified
period. This can also express the
number of bits processed be“ore an
erroneous bit is found.

bit-rate The rate of transfer of a digital
signal. A signal’s bit rate is Cetermined
by multiplying the sampling rate by the
number of bits in the sample by the
number of channels. For example, an
audio CD is sampled at 44.1kHz with a
16-bit resolution and has twe audio
channels (stereo). The bit-rate of a CD
is 44,1000 x 16 x 2 = 1.41NMb/s.

jitter An error in accuracy of a
digitally clocked signal, wh ch appears
as an unexpected phase shitt in the

Networking audio throughout your facility has never been easier.
Logitek's Audio Engines use high speed f'bre optic networking to give

signal. Jitter happens when a data
transition does not occur atexactly the
anticipated point of a clock pulse.
latency The inherent delay in signal
processing and software pracessing.
Latency is determined by the time it
takes for a system or deviceto respond
to an instruction, or the time it takes for
a signal to pass through a device. To
most people, a system latency of less
than 35ms is not recognized as an
actual delay.

www.beradio.com

you instant access to any audio source connected to any Audio Engine
in your network. Why settie for only 64 channels of networking when
you can have 10 times that haumber?

Enjoy the benefits of fibre optic metwarking and the best digital ey
consoles available. Call your favofite Logtek dealer today! ¥ :

www.logitekc{udio.com R Logltek

Digital with a Better Difference
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Test measurement

recording operating parameters can show thata  Which to choose?

problem is developing before jt becomes serious. Like any other equipment decision, deciding on a system first
Inadigital system, the failure may go unnoticed until requiresthatyoudetermineyourneeds. Most ofthe available audio
it is too late, Occasionally, chirps or clicks in the test instruments can be categorized by several functions.
audio can be & sign that Analog or digital. This is the most basic consideration. Choose a
something is 10t right, compliment of analog and digital inputs and outputs. The digital
but when failure occurs, connections may include more than one format (AES-3and S/PDIF
it occurs immediately. for example) and variable sampling rates.

Srr aller, portable test units pack
Iots of features n a small case.

N

Generator oranalyzer. Some units feature one function
or the other, and some offer both. For stand-alone
equipment tests, the generator and analyzer combina-
tion would work well. For system checks,where the input
and output are separated by some distance, separate
components would work better.

Basic functions or feature-rich. This is the most com-
plex area of concern. Each available product fills its
own special niche. The ability to read bit errors and the
amount of jitter may be important for one application,
whilesimply knowing the sampling rate with an overall
digital quality indication may be enough for another
application.

The range of test equipment is broad enough to
provide a workable system for any need. Even with the
latest digital equipment, where a field repair at the
component level may not be possible, the right test
equipment can help to diagnose the complexity of a
problem and aid the decision on how best to correct the
situation. ?

ONE OF THE (S0ST POPLLAR

CONSQLES EvER!!

OwW ONLY

For more detailed information visit us at: www.arrakis-systems.com or call: (970) 461-0730
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New Producis

Mic arm riser combination

0.C. White

61900: The mic arm riser combination hides the mic wire
and improves its appearance. The mic wire is hidden for
most of the length of the arm, yet is easy to attach and is
removable. The base provides an invisible vertical wire
channel through the riser, which is prewired to an XLR
female imbedded at the top (set-screw removable), and
three feet of pigtail extends from the base forthe user towire
asneeded. This makes attaching a mic cord to the outside
of the riser unnecessary. The riser offers an overall height
of 15 inches. This permits the riser to be installed immedi-
ately behind most low-profile VGAs and most nearfield
loudspeakers. The factory-installed riser mic wire exits
down through the countertop or through a side channel
at the bottom, as needed by the user.

413-289-1751; fax 413-289-1754; www.ocwhite.com

Studio reference monitor
Mackie Designs
HR624: Features of this speak-
erinclude a 6.7-inch, two-way
high-resolution active studio
reference monitor powered
by the company’s Active Tech-
nology. Complete with THXO
PM3Certification, the monitor
delivers flat frequency re-
sponse and wide dispersion
in a smaller package that is
useful for small production
studios or surround sound.
This product can be used as
primary front L/R monitors, with or without the HRS120
Active Subwoofer, or as rear channel sources for 5.1 and
7.1 surround systems.
800-898-3211; fax 425-487-4337
www.mackie.com; productinfo@mackie.com

FM antenna
Dielectric
DCR-X: This anten-
na’'s design uses
solid insulator sup-
ports, radial pres-
sure seal, standard
lightning protec-
tion and a variable
transformer in-
cluded with each array.  This variable transformer allows
for VSWR optimization after installation, with no need for
complicated shorting stubs. Directional patterns are avail-
able, as well as halfwave spacing to meet new personnel
safety standards. This product can be configured to
broadcast one or multiple signals.
800-341-9678; fax 207-685-7120
www.dielectric.com; desales@dielectric.com

www.beradio.com

By Kari Taylor, associate editor

Adjustable-height
studio furniture
Harris

Hydraflex: This line of furniture uses a
power hydraulic system to change the
height of various parts of the fumiture, to
provide better comfort for on-air talent.
With one push of a button, the fumiture can
beraised orlowered, depending on wheth-
erthetalent prefersto conductshowsin the
standing or sitting position. With non-
modular casework, freedom countertops,
concealed hinges and finished interiors
with high pressure laminate exteriors, this
furniture offers laminate options for case-
work and countertops, including Corian. It
is compliant with ADA regulations and can
accommodate guests and talent with dis-
abilities who need the flexibility.
800-622-0022; fax 513-459-3890
www.hamis.com; broadcast@harris.com

Special edition stereo set
AKG
C414 B-ULS/SE: The nickel fin-
ish on this microphone resem-
bles the silver euter housing of
the original C 414 EB, which
was produced between 1976
and 1986. Underthe retro exte-
rior, however, this computer
matched stereo set consists of
twoC414B-ULS, whichisalarge-
diaphragm, multi-pattern con-
denser mic. The mic uses a
revamped version of the CK 12
capsule. This remodeled and
modem capsule features a spe-
cial accentuation of high frequencies in
the bands around 5kHz and 10kHz.
615-620-3800; fax 615-620-3875

www.akgusa.com; info@ahgusa.com
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New Products

I Audio playback
Scott Studios
Spot Box: Offers 40 buttons to instantly
play commercials, jingles and sound ef-
fects digitally from a hard drive. The but-
tons are 1" wide LCDs. Four buttons across
show sponsor name, voice, end cue, fader
number, intro, length, cut number and cat-
egory. The advertiser name is also on an
LCD at the top of the unit.
Spot Box connectsto a traf-
fic computer and can
auto-load logged record-
ings. Cuts can alsoload
by 10-key and by
name from alphabet-
ical CartWalls. Spots
play uptofoursep-
arate console fad-
ers or can be com-
bined. Start other spots manually or use
cruise control for an auto-start of the next
eventonthelog. Afterspots finish, new cuts
| auto-load from the log.
800-SCOTT-77; fax 972-620-8811
| www.scotistudios.com; infe@scotistudios.com

Find the mic on every
cover of Radio in 2002,
and you could win a
Neumann TLM103,
Behringer VX2000 or
LPB Silent Mic Boom.
Details are coming in the
December issue.

Radto

THE RADIO TECHNOLOGY LEADER
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EAS monitoring software
TDM Data Solutions
Eascriberand Eascriber Pro: Useful forstations of any size,
Eascriber and Eascrib-
er Proautomate the pro-
cessof generating Emer
gency Alert System
(EAS) logsand reports.
Both products are Win-
dows-based applica-
tionsthat interface with
most EAS radio receiv- Z
ers, including the Sage == ==  ====— =
ENDEC and TFT 911. Records all activity and generates
a log that is suitable for use with a station’s log for FCC
logging requirements. This software allows broadcasters
to monitor and log signal activity for as many as eight
stations simultaneously.

303-935-8221; fax; www.tdmdatasolutions.com;

|
]

info@tdmdatasolutions.com 4
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rfSoftware, Inc.

communications solutions

352-336-7223
www.rfsoftware.com

Visit our website for a complete ubronaeey
list of products and features.
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DR-10O Dial-up
Remote Control
Dial-up remote control
with audio interface lets
you control anything over
regular phone lines.
Interfaces with most

studio automation systems.

Control it from either a
dial-up line or external
audio path. The DR-10's
active, balanced, telco
audio output lets you do
live remotes, remote
announcement recording
and..much, much more!
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Calculate population vithin contours and overlaps.
Analyze STLImicrowave paths with terrain profiler,

DS-8 DTMF

Sequence Decoder

Bridge the DS-8 across
your audio source and
get eight individually
programmable relay
outputs. Each closure
is activated by its own
code of one to four
digits long. Each relay
can be set up as
momemtary, latching

or interlocked with other
relays! Use the DS-8 for

decoding complex network

cues, local spot insertion

control, translator control, etc.

DTMF-16
DTMF Decoder

The DTMF-16 is perfect
for interfacing networks

to your automation,
controlling remote satellite
receivers, repeaters, etc.
Connect it to an audio
source and its outputs will
operate whenever there's

a tone. The compact,

light & rugged DTMF-16 can
be put almost anywhere to
provide the remote controls
that you need

For complete information about all of our products, including downloadable tech manuals,
brochures and pricing for all of our products, visit our website at www.ciricuitwerkes.com.

CircuitWerkes, Inc. - 2805 NW 6th Street. Gainesville. Florida 32609, USA. 352-335-6555

www.beradio.com
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Transcom Corporation
AM & FM Transmitters

Visit our new internet site at www.fmamtv.com
Send your email request to: transcom@fmamtv.com

Fine Used AM & FM Transmitters. Authorized Representatives for all
major equipment manufacturers. Let us send you a customized quote!

USED FM TRANSMITTERS

NEW TV - VHF
300W 1988 Harris FM 300K 10 watt 500 watt
2.5KW 1984 Harrls FM 2.5K 100 watt 1,000 watt
2.5KW 1980 Harris FM 2.5K 250 watt
10KW 1974 Harris FM10H/K NEW TV - UHF
15KW 1980 McMartin BF15,000 10 watt 500 watt
20KW 1980 Harris FM20H/K ;gg xgg 1,000 watt
25KW 1980 CSI T-25-F
25KW 1987 Harris FM 25K-1 USED EXCITERS
25KW 1992 Continental 816R38B BE FX30
50KW 1982 Harrls Combiner w/auto Harris MS15

Harris MX15

Exciter-transmitter switcher New 30 watt synthesized

USED MISC. EQUIPMENT

Potomac Ins. AAS1 Audio Anyl. (new)
Moseley TRC-15 Remote w/Hallikainen
Dielectric 4 Port Motorized Switch
Technics SH9010 Equalizer

SCA Generator (MX-15 Module)
Optimod 8100A (cards 3 thru 5 only)
Dummy Load 80kw air cooled

P.O. Box 26744, Elkins Park, PA 19027
800-441-8454 (215-938-7304) Fax 215-938-7361

USED AM TRANSMITTERS
S5KW 1980 Harris MW5A
S5KW 1978 Harris MW5
10KW 1982 Continental 316F
10KW 1986 Continental 316F
10KW 1982 Harris MW10A
50KW 1982 Continental 317C2

50KW 1986 Nautel Ampfet 50

Mini Mix 8A

Proven...Affordable...

800.327.6901

www.autogramcorp.com

November 2002

Our client list continues to grow.
We would like to Thank-You

for your confidence and your
purchases.

@

MOORETRONIX

We now have in stock, SHURE, SM-5B, wind screens.
These are from the OEM vendor and are priced at
$60.00 per set. Make the best voice over microphone,
new again!

We recondition Pacific Recorders BMX I-1I-I1l, AMX,
ABX and RMX mixing consoles. Let us re-work your
console’s modules. Obtain that added value from a
proven winner. Quality built products last and last and
last!

Check our WEB site for great buys on pre-owned
broadcast gear. All equipment is repaired, tested and
shipped with the manual.

Stretch your broadcast $$$ on quality, pre-owned
equipment....sold with a warranty.

TEL 800-300-0733 + FAX 231-924-7812
WWW.MOORETRONIX.COM

INTRODUCING . . . .

me tanfare  wooi FTA-100P

AM/FV MONITOR

& TRANSLATOR RECEIVER

v’ LATEST C-QUAM AM-STEREO CIRCUITRY

v’ HEAVILY SHIELDED, SMT ARCHITECTURE

v’ HIGH SENSITIVITY + HIGH SELECTINTY

v’ LOW NOISE FLOOR (~80DB - 1vpicaL)

v’ REFERENCE QUALITY AUDIO FOR ACCURATE “OFF-AIR"
v’ "CARRIER SENSE™ + ADJ. “COMPOSITE O/P’

V' UPGRADE PATH TO NEW “FANFARE/OMEGA” TECHNOLOGY,
v’ AGHE TUNING W/ § PROGRAMMABLE PRESETS

v’ +6DB XLR BALANCED QUTPUTS (0D8-6002)

FOR FM's, THERE'S THE FANFARE FT-1AP ‘FM-ONLY MONITOR

u fa V\fa re M

1-800-26-TUNER
U.S. & Canada (268-8637)
Need more info? FAX. or write
F )Y ajunjare.con
or visit our website a
1 www.far "

PO. BOX 455, BUFFALO NY 14225

716-683-5451 - FAX 716-683-5421
DI OF FANFARE ELECTRONICS, TD:

www.beradio.com




EM1925 / EM1930 / EM1936
19" MODULA2 EQUIPMENT RACKS

OUTSTANDING FEATUE 25
« Basic rack can be used vares.de panes or doors are no! required

« Sude paneis and doors aceash instaliec of removed without the use of

fools

+ Doors can be mounted fr=t o~ mar, ieft a fight. and can be fitted with
locks

* Mounting angtes for equizeerr paneis may te posdioned for fush or
recess mounting at front Trear

+ Two or more racks may t=30b=4 together for perfectly-abgned mulipie

If your traffic software is being
discontinued, now is the time to take a

OPTIONAL
ACCESSORIES

Mounting Angles
Front/Rear Door
Side Panets

Top Cover

A.C. Receptacie
Ptug Moid

Cable Lacing Bar
Copper Ground Bar
Casters

SIZES

DEPTH
EM 192544 251/
EM 193044 8d" 214€ 198
EM 1936-44 3" =14 198"
"Non Standard Racks cav 22 Coered in any heig

=G WICTH
214 198

us Wy FIFISYSCOM.COM
(847) 487.7575

p Conference and
convention schedules

The BE Radio e-mail rews-
letter offers an easy-to-
read format that lirks to
the comrplete stories.

Subscribe to tae

RACK
UNITS
“
44
44

ht

e-mail newsletter
online at
www.beradio.com.

PRICE

$306.00
$354,00
§510.00

BROAD:AI MANUFACTURING, INC.

CANADA
{705) 7224425

Eimac + Taylor « RFP » Svetlana
Amperex * MA/Com * Motorola
Toshiba + SGS/Thomson + Mitsubishi
Se Habla Espaiiol * We Export

800-737-2787
760-744-0700

Fax: 760-744-1943
E-mail; rfp@rfparts.com

look at The Traffic G.0.P. for Windows.

[Z A complete, fully featurad, true Windows, traffic and
billing system from order entry to log scheduling to A/R.

[Z The intuitiveness of Windows. Training has become
obsolete.
[Z Runs on your computer network, exports to your
automation system.
[ Unexcelled Support. With any support option, NEVER
a charge for updates.
[Z Run up to 256 stations from a single database,
separate databases or any combination.
[Z Still the same low prices, Still the generous small
market discounts
Once you view our FREE CD Demo,
we know you will want the software.

No Obligation! See what The Traffic C.O.P.
for Windows can do for you!

call now (800) 275-6204

www.broadcastdata.com

™
- RF PARTS
COMPANY
* Broadcast e Industrial
“lle Ia|:es: radio Communications a i r
ecnnoiogy 5
i l“. 1 I. ed o ' \ * Transistors
eadlines deliver b Ty
to you via ey | - Rectifiers profrecrion.
= \ * Modul
e-mail every week. W\ \ ok
' > Q \ » Coax
P This Week in Histcry \\ +Tubes
p Information from the o)
BE Radio calendar ' = :A A
=" Catalog

now available

800-737-2787

ask your supplier or visit
www.danagger.com
pat. pend. 888 89 AUDIO (888.892.8346)

www.beradio.com
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Rado Gallervy

"' You can do it yourself...
Developed over two decades,
our AM, FM, TV and DTV
software is in constant use by
some of the top broadcast

~= lengineers in the business.
Why? Because it's easy to use
and it provides quality results.

| We have a program for each of
your needs from coverage and
interference mapping to
| frequency searches and RF
hazard compliance.

LongleyRice Coverage

Or we can do it for you
Our consulting division uses N
our programs every day as ‘\"' *»"’““' #
we provide many broadcast . A |
engineering services to a
wide variety of broadcasters
in the U.S.

So, whatever the project,

: * A 4T K
Ott / e
| COMMUNICATIONS]
Sronccast Commnemers seneers - WWW.V-SOft.com (800)743-3684
and Enginesring Coneuling

Delivered
and
installed

IE t““n lnﬁv 32 Pennsylvania Avenue,

Malvern, PA 19355

96  November 2002

I. If lightning Strikes on your
tower are cansing
equipment damage and lost
air time - the cost of a

Stati-Car system may be
recovered during your 1irst
lightning season.

_ RUGGED
FECTION

www.cortanac

RD ABLE

The Stati-Cat
Lightning Prevention System

provides a continuous, low-resistance discharge path for
the static electric charge on tall structures. DISSIPATION
POINTS ARE 1/8" STAINLESS STEEL RODS (not wires)
ground to needle sharpness.

ortana

Corporation, Inc.

Csitan

Write or call toll-free for a free brochure!
P.O. Box 2548, Farmington, N.M. 87499-2548
Call 888-325-5336 FAX (505) 326-2337

ELECTRONIC

COMPONENTS

Catalog #612
November 2002 - February 2003

MOUSERu)

o
ST
==

SEMICONDUCTORS

] PASSIVES
INTERCONNECTS
POWER
ELECTROMECHANICAL

TEST / TOOLS / SUPPLIES

MOUSER [t]

www.mouser.com (800) 346-6873

www.beradio.com



REMEMBER THE
CORTANA FOLDED
UNIPOLE ANTENNA?
WE STILL MAKE IT
WITH THE SAME
HIGH QUALITY
MATERIALS AND
WORKMANSHIP.

IT FEATURES...

¢ BrRoap BANDWIDTH
for better sound,

¢ GROUNDED ANTENNA
for lighting & static electricity,

¢ EuminaTES ISOCOUPLERS
In VHF & UHF antenna lines

¢ Best ANTENNA FOR
DIRECTIONAL ARRAYS.

ALso

DETUNING SYSTEMS FoR
ANYTHING THAT DISTORTS YOUR AM
COVERAGE PATTERN. TOWERS,
POWER LINES, TANKS OR ANY METAL

-

’l | STRUCTURE.
, =
FOR INFORMATION CALL, FAX OR WRITE:
nott ltd.
4001 La Plata Hwy
E Farmington, NM 87401

phone 505-327-5646 fax 505-325-1142

AES/EBU DIGITAL AUDIO

DISTRIBUTION AMPLIFIERS

DDA106-XLR (1X6) s DDA112-BNC (1X12)
DDA112-XLR (1X12) DDA124-BNC (1X24)
DDA206-XLR (Dual 1X6)* DDA212-BNC (Dual 1X12)
DXA112-XLR (1x12) » DXA124-BNC (1x24)

*Accepts sampie rates from 27 to 96kHz
*Transformer balanced inputs

*Data reclocking and regeneration
*Adjustable input cable equalization
sLoop-thru inputs w/switchable terminations
*Sample rate, Status and Error indicators
*Up to 12 XLR or 24 BNC outputs

AUDIO
TECHNOLOGIES
INCORPORATED

Dedicated tosound enginecring
AT1-328 W.Maple Avenue * Horsham, PA 19044
800-959-0307+215443-0330
Fax:215-443-03%4
hipZAvwwatiguys.com
Free Brochure Available Upon Request

CUSTOMIZABLE
REAL FURNITURE

STUDIO SYSTEMS BY
SPACEWISE:

[SYSTEMS START AT $2090/
FuLL DELUX As SHOWN $4395/

FULL SIZED QUALITY WOODSHOP FURNITURE!
*  HARD LAMINATED & BULLNOSED 1';"” COUNTERS!
+ EASILY CUSTOMIZED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS!
= EUROHINGED REMOVABLE ACCESS PANELS!
+ PREASSEMBLED STURDY BASE COMPONENTS!
*  WOCD TRIM AND KICKS! NO PLASTIC MOLDINGS!
+ AVERAGE SYSTEMS SHIP IN 58 COMPONENTS!
« SHIPPED CRATED FOR FAST, SAFE DELIVERY?

SYSTEMS START AT 2329/ —
RADIAL As sHOWN s45401

“It Fits As Well Into Your Budget ..
As it Does into Your Studio”
&1 SPACEWISE.
CALL US TODAY AT 800-775-3660

www . spacewise.com * Info@spacewise.com

Buy simplicity,
reliability and service.

EAS

Price $1750.00

Equipment in-stock
for immediate delivery.

Phone 740-593-3150

Now available

with

optional DTMF
control
via a phone line.

* 5 two-way RS inputs/outputs for computer, remote

signboard & character generator

* 6 audio inputs on standard models. All audio inputs & outpuls are
transformer isolated from encoder-decoder board

* Automatic interruption of program audio for unattended operation

* 4 line 40 character LCD display with LED backlighting

» 20 key keypad to program unit, set modulation level, set input levels

« Now available with optional built in character generator which

GORMAN-REDLICH MFG. CO.
257 W. Union St. Athens, Ohio 45701

.-,:'rl' (ng AR A . y
CODER: ReadS » PRINTER NOT CONMECTED®

FAX 740-592-3898

GORMAN REDLICH MFG CO_£THENS OHIO
A

S 5 T4 o

ENCODER DECODER FCC ID: VZEASY

» Will handshake with automation equipment

» 2 year warranty

can craw| alert messages and station ID on the hour

Web Site: www.gorman-redlich.com ¢

* 2 minutes of digital audio storage

« 25 pin parallel printer port for external printer

+ 52 terminals on the rear to interface with other
equipment by removable plugs

* BNC fitting with 600 OHM balanced audio cut
for second transmitter

E-mail: jimg@gorman-redlich.com

® Also available: weather radios, antennas for weather radios, crystal controlled synthesized
FM digitally tuned radios, remote signboards, cables for interconnection, Character generators.

www.beradio.com
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Radio Marketplace

a8

Radio
Gallery Bay'Country

Your #1 Source
For Quality

Used Radio
quadcast
| “BBROADCAST EQUIPMENT Equipment.

View our latest list of equipment on-line at:
http://www.baycountry.com
or call and we will fax it to you.
All equipment sold with a 15 day return guarantee.

7117 Olivia Rd.  Baltimore, MD 21220 « Ph: 410-335-3136 * Fax: 786-513-0812
http://www.baycountry.com e e-mail: baycountry@pchank.net

(TIRED OF INTERFERENCE? AM
WHO HAS THE SOLUTION?

SAMCO ANTENNAS, INC. Ground
TRY THE SAM-410H (450/455 MHZ) syste ms

HORIZONTALLY POLARIZED
OMNI-DIRECTIONAL

BASE STATION ANTENNA Reliable, On-Time Installation
AND SAY GOODBYE Quality Workmanship
TO INTERFERENCE b 1< L
valuati ai
(817)-336-4351
www.samcoantennas.com www.amgroundsystems.com
\ email:samyagi @ flash.net ¢ 1-877-766-2999
POWER TUBE & CAPACITOR SALE AUDIOARTS
‘ 4CW20,000A1 $2750.00 4CW150,000E $10,000.00 [ . =
gg:(g; g?gg(usso) ggg&ogg GE GL-35391 $500.00 ‘ Broadca.st Equmenf
" oy guin  JENNNGSCAPACTTORS _ | Customized Automation Sy.stems
S P ey e i At
CVCDZZOOO:SS(20-(2000PF5KV) $650.00 Quality Pre-Owned Equipment
CVDD-300-7.5N611 (10-300PF 7.5KV $500. -
l CVDD-500-7 58(20-(500?’F07 5KV) ) ssoo.gg l Pre-Wiring Packages
CVEC-4000-10N7 -4000PF 10 1000.00 : : ;
CVEP-.:gOg:;gNgg((‘l%%»1500PF20|:(‘<I)) e Complete Engineering Services
| CVHP-650-458 (30-650PF 45KV USED) $1000.00 ] /
" Naky _ FiXeD ! 5 N
CVT1-216-0120(216PF 20KV) $450.00 - ~ A
CVT2-44-0135(44PF 35KV) $750.00 Your Ultimate Solution:
CTV2-122-0135(122PF 35KV) $750.00 | I
CTV2-160-0135(160PF 35KV) $750.00
CVT2-41-0150(41PF 50KV USED) $500.00 . 1
| CTV2-160-0150(160PF 50KV) $1000.00 [l Lightner Electronics
CFED-150-20S(150PF 20K $45000
CPRe-18 3-30!3782(16.3P::)10KV) $500.00 N (814) 239-8323

ARSI VACUUM SWITCH

| RF23-D2654(N.O. AIR OPERATED) RP233X4515004M00(26.5VDC) |
ACE ELECTRONIC PARTS 3210 ANTOINE DR. HOUSTON, TEXAS 77082

L PH713-688-8114°FAX 713-688-7167 « www.acedparts.com * craig@acedparts.com o

Toll Free: 866-239-3888
www.LightnerElectronics.com

November 2002 www.beradio.com



Quality Equipment, Low Price

Frequency Agile - Digitally Synthesized
Temperature & VSWR Protected
120 - 220 volts - Front Panel Controls
Stereo Generator/Processor (Optional)
One Year Parts & Labor Warranty
20 WExciter ~ $850 100 W Exciter $1795
250 W Exciter $2995 100 WAmp. $ 995
250 W Amp. $1795 500 WAmp.  $3955
1KW Transmitter $5995  1KW Amp. $5495

Order Toll Free 800-219-7461

P.O. Box 433 - Mt. Vernon, TX 75457
NEW YORK ISDN STUDIO

Designed for talk radio
Hosts » Guests » Reporters

Convenient location
Reasonable rates
Great sound

Expert engineers
Good aftitude

Production Services avallable for editing, remotes,
and guests (booking, accomodations, cars)

Clients include WSB, TalkAmerica, NPR, BBC

See our studio and equipment at
www.radioart.org/studio
For more information contact Larry Josephson at
The New York Studio™

a service of The Radio Foundation, Inc

212-595-1837 * larry@radioart.org

EZ RAZE ANTENNA MAST

Knocked Down Height: 4 #
Erectable Height: 10 to.40 f}
Weight: 58 Ib

EZ.setup: onexman - 5 minutes.
Adjustable tripod allows rapid
tleployment on level or uneven
lerrain, roof tops, or stairways.

This ruggedly dependable, easily
transportable, Omni Directional
Mast is currently being used by
the United States Armed Forces.
Great for disaster preparedness.

Old Stone Inc.
800°538°4977 or 434+685°2924
www.oldstoneinc.com

Visa, MasterCard, and American Express accepted.

FM FREQUENCY SEARCH - $250
FCC FM APPLICATIONS - $1350

Amendments & Upgrades
Field Work  Site Construction

New Allotments  Petitions
Duopoloy Studies Maps

MBC Consulting
800-219-7461

www.mbcradio.org engineer@mbcradio.org

Rad?to Classified

Professional Services

ForSale

D.L. MARKLEY

Structural Analysis

AcousticsFirst

& Associates, Inc.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS
2104 West Moss Ave.
Peoria, llfinois 61604
(309)673-7511
FAX(309)673-8128
Member AFCCE

= r,i
& in
7777 Gardner Road
Chandeer, IN 47610

(812) 925-6000
www.ERlinc.com

Electronics Research, Inc.

wmoe: 388-765-2900
Full product line for sound control

and noise elimination.
Web: http://www.acousticsfirst.com

Publications

JOHN H. BATTISON P.E.
CONSULTING BROADCAST ENGINEER,
FCC APPLICATIONS AM, FM, TV, LPTV

Antenna Design, Proofs, Fieldwork
2684 State Route 60 RD ‘1
Loudonville, OH 44842
419-994-3849 FAX 419-994-5419

AW

4|
ApoliedWireless
Kevin McNamara
President & CEQ

Applied Wireless, Inc
. . providing options.

PO Box 926
New Market. MD 21774

tel.: 301.865.1611
fax.. 301.865.4:22
email: kevinmc&@agpliedwirelessinc.com

WWW.RADIOSHOPPER.COM
New & Used Equipment

Engineering & Web Links
Publications & Catalogs
Parts & Services

www appliedwirelessinc.com

www.beradio.com
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Sales Offices
NATIONAL SALES DIRECTOR

Steven Bell

THE RADIO TECHNOLOGY LEADER www _berako.com
9800 Metcalf Avenue beradie@primediatiusiness.com
Overland Park, KS 66212-2215
Tele_p hone: (913) 967-1848 Editor - Chriss Scherer, CSRE, cscherer@primediabusiness.com
: Fax: (913) 967-7249 Technical Editor, RF - lohn Battison, P.E., batcom@bright net
E-mail: sbell@primediabusiness.com Associate Editor - Kari Taylor, kiaylor@primediabusiness.com
= Sr. Art Director - Michael J. Knust, mknust@primediabusiness.com
— EUROPE/UK Assoc. Ant Director ~ Robin Morsbach, rmorsbach@primediabusiness.com
= Richard Woolley Technical Consultants Harry C. Martin, Legal
- P.O. Box 250 Kevin McNamara, CNE, Computers and Networks
Mark Krieger, CBT, Contract Engineering
Banbury, Oxon OX16 5YJ Russ Berger, Broadcast Acoustics
Telephone. +44 1295 278 407 Donald L. Markley, P.E., Transmission Facilities
Fax: +44 1295 278 408 Yasmin Hashmi, intemational Corespondent
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N Vice President, Production - Thomas Fogarty, iogarty@primediabusiness.com
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Marie Bngantl. Statlistics Audience Marketing Manager ~ Sonja Rader, srader@primediabusiness.com
Telephone: (203) 7788700 x146 e Sl
Fax: (.203)'778'4.839 . B Sustaining Member of EPA
E-mail: primedia@statlistics.com * Acoustical Society of America @
- ARMA S
EDITORIAL REPRINTS - Audio Engineering Soclety 8
Wright's Reprints * Society of Broadcast Engineers
Telephone: (87U 652:5295, ext. 106 Member, American Business Media — Member, BPA Intemational
E-mail: eramsey@wrightsreprints.com PRIMEDIA

Business Magazines & Media

Chief Executive Officer - Timothy M. Andrews, tandrews@primediabusiness.com
President - Ronald Wall, rwall@primediabuseinss.com

Chief Operating Officer - lack Condon, jcondon@primediabusiness.com

Sr. Vice Preﬂdem Busmess Development - Eric Jacobson,

. ejacobs com
H H Sr. Vice Presmenl Integrated Sales- Dan Lovinger, diovinger@primediabusiness.com
Untrl utor ro- I e Vice President, Content Licensing & Development - Andrew Elston,
aelston@primediabusiness com
Vice President, Marketing/Communications - Karen Garrison,

Meet the professionals who write for Radio. o e el —

- - Vice President, New Media - Andy Feld p
This month: Managing Technology, page 10. PRIMEDIA Business-to-Business Group -

745 Fifth Ave., NY, NY 10151

com

President & Chief Executive Officer - David G. Ferm, dferm@priedia.com
Go;don C:iff(.’l‘, CPBE Chief Creative Officer - Craig Reiss, cre:ss@pnmedla com
Chief Engineer Design Director - Alan Alpanian, aaip 7 com
WFMT-FM PRIMEDIA Inc.
Chicago Chairman & Chief Executive Officer~Tom Rogers, trogers@primedia.com
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President - Charles McCundy, cmcurdy@primedia.com
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ployed by WFMT since qualified recipients by PRIMEDIA Business Magazines & Media Inc, 9800 Metcalf, Overland
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been chief engineer Current and back issues are and additional resources, including subscription request forms
since 1995, after serv- and an editorial calendar are available online at beradio.com.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Fre= and controlled circulation to qualified subscribers. Nonquali-

K ing as aCtmg chief engl' fied persons may subscribe zt the following rates: USA and Canada, 1 year, $50.00, 2 years,
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Sign Off

Shaping radio today and tomormow

By Kari Taylor, associate editor

Do you remember? on 780kHz, and moved to 790kHz on March 29,1941
‘ — Originally located in an adjacent room, it was moved to its
present location in 1950. This wasthe WPIC main transmit-
ter until 1966, when it was replaced by the Gates BC1G
located nearbylt wasreturnedtoservice in 1973 by Charles
Ring CSRE CBNT,and meticulously maintained by Ringinto
the new millennium.

Foritstime,this transmitter uses an advanced circuit.lt also
uses Doherty modulation, which wasthe forerunner for the
modern AM transmitter. Doherty,of Bell Laboratories, visited
this facility in the 40s to adjust this transmitter. Western
Electric believed that this was the “Cadillac” of broadcast
transmitters in the 40s and 50s. The best proof of its quality
is demonstrated in its continued operation today.

That was then

InJune, Radio magazine asked itsreaders

[ who has the oldest transmitter in daily use

today: Out of the responses the staff re-

[ ceived, the oldest transmitter still in use is

thisWestern Electric 4 A 1kW transmitter at
WPIC-AM in Sharon, PA.

| Installed in October 1940 WPIC was then

amnle and Hold

A look at the technology shaping radio

Consumer awareness of S-BARS

Have you ever heard
of satellite radio?

In 1947 in Elkhant, IN, Clarence Moore founded the
International Radio and Electronics Corporation (IREC),
and converted a former chicken coop into the manufac-
turers first production facility.

The company’s early reputation was built on a family of
compact, open-reel tape recorders designed to operate
when used by missionaries in remote and often primitive
regions of the world. Moore obtained a patent in 1949 for
the first tape recorder with a built-in, 15W power amplifier.

In the 60s, the company’s name was changed to Crown
International, a division of International Radio and
Electronics Corporation.

Source: TEMPO, lpsos-Reid's

Crown celebrates its 55th anniversary this year *
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Introducing our NEW flagship radio console:
the D-8000 Digital On-Air Board

THE D-8000 HAS IT ALL:

® UNIVERSAL INPUT MODULES accept analog or
digital signals — no upgrades required

® WHEATSTONE’S EXCLUSIVE BUS-MINUS® gives you
an individual MXM feed (w/talkback irt2rrupt)
from every Eus-M-nus® input module

e ALL INPUT CHANNELS have alphanumernic source
cisplays above eazh fader

® BUILT-IN SERIAL CCMMUNICATION interfaces with
WHEATSTONE BRIDGE network router and many
eutomation systems

© CHOICE OF MASTER CLOCK RATES: 32, 44.1, 48KHz
or external reference

ProODUCTION VERSION ADDS:

* PROGRAMMABLE SENDS: every input g2nerates
two aux sends; each selectable pre/post-fader
and pre/post-on/>ff

* INDIVIDUAL CHANNEL DSP: =ach input has its
own four-band EQ, HPF, compressor-limiter,
ducking and digital level trim

e EVENT RECALL: up to 99 preset snapshots of all
channel settings

WHEATSTONE’S TRADITIONAL CONTROL INTERFACE gets your
operators up and running in minutes — not days.

THE WHEATSTONE D-8000

VVheot tone




ONE INTERCONNECT DOES IT ALL!

THAT’S RIGHT— ONE DUPLEX FIBEROPTIC LINK OR A SINGLE CAT-5 WIRE = 64 channels
of simultaneous bi-directional digital audio, intercage communication, logic signals, X-Y
controller commands, plus auxiliary RS-232 data streams. This single interconnect
between your studio and central rackroom can save you thousands —if not TENS of
thousands — of feet of wire in a typical installation!

THE WHEATSTONE BRIDGE DIGITAL AUDIO NETWORK ROUTER can start small with a
single cage and only a few cards, or fully populated units can be stacked to farm
larger systems. Wheatstone’s STAR TOPOLOGY ARCHITECTURE lets you connect multiple
locations to your central rack room, providing shared resources for all yet still permitting
independently functioning studios, each wiﬁw its own combination o(plug-iln modules
specifically suited for a select set of gear.

SIGNALS ARE ROUTED entirely in the digital domain. W

sample rate converters on each input, freeing you from

sample rates throughout your facility. A family of plug-in connectzr modules
makes installation easy, letting you mix vcriecfsigncl BT tecanologies and
standards all within the same cage. WHEATSTONE'S intuitive § é \ g-aonic based
setup software handles system contiguration, matrix selection \HE==C cnd salvo pre-
sets. All systems interface directly with Wheatstone consoles - for seamless
source serection and display.

All AES cards have
. worrv abcut varying

aal

\*

THE BRIDGE'

DIGITAL AUDIO
NETWORK ROUTER

VViheaot eome

tel 202

538-7000 /sales @wheatstone.com /www.wheatstone.com
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WE PLAY IN HUNDREDS OF
CITIES EVERY WEEKEND

AND WE'RE
PRODUCING
WINNERS IN

EVERY MARKET

The Mark IV Pro "
Audio Group is | f‘
one of the fastest I

growing suppliers

to the broadcast

industry. With the

strength and skill of

such respected compa- \
nies as Eleetro-Voiee, 3
D.D.A. and Klark-

Teknik, the reason
we're producing win-
ners is clear. For example, Electro-
Voice makes some of the most popu-
lar microphones in broadcasting,
D.D.A. mixing consoles are the
choice of WGBII, Boston, one of the
largest producers of programming
for PBS, and
Klark-Teknik
is the Brit-
ish signal
processor manufacturer that stood
the pro audio industrv on it’s ear by
introducing a graphic equalizer with
a wireless remote control

So, wherever vour team plays,
the Mark IV Pro Audio Group of
companies has what it takes to put
vou in the big TP
leagues. £

For more =imas G
information on the Mark IV Pro
Audio Group of companies call
800.695.1010.

MARK IV PRO AUDID GROUP

Electro-Yoice’

DDA
HLARH (1
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Harris Platinum FM Transmitters
aren’t falling. But their prices are.

If you haven’t priced a Harris
Platinum FM Transmitter lately,
you’re in for a pleasant surprise.

Not only has Harris lowered
the price on these ultra-redundant
all-solid state transmitters, but
now every PT-CD FM transmitter
includes Harris’ DIGIT digital FM
exciter as well!

DIGIT, the world’s first and
only FM exciter capable of
accepting a studio digital signal,
is available with either a digital or
an analog input module.

*Digital Signal Processing

) HARRIS
ALLIED==

The digital input incorporates
a DSP* stereo generator for
unsurpassed stereo performance
and separation and a Digital
Composite Limiter with “look-
ahead” circuitry to predict and
eliminate overmodulation peaks
before they occur.

Even if you dont have a
digital signal to your transmitter,
you can get DIGIT’s benefits by
using the analog input now and
upgrading to a digital input when
you are ready.

Beyond Harris’ Clearly Digital
sound, a PT-CD transmitter will

Circie (4) on Reply Card

give you hot-pluggable RF
modules with an MTBF exceeding
240,000 hours; no IPA module;
VSWR foldback, and more.

Let us surprise you. To learn
more about Harris PT-CD
Transmitters, please contact us:

U.S. and Canada:
Tel 217-222-8200
Fax 217-224-1439

International:
Tel 217-222-8290
Fax 217-224-2764

© 1995 Harris Corporation



26 Future-Proof Production
Studios

ON THE COVER: The produc-
tion suite at ABC Radio Net-
works' new headquarters in
Dallas incorporates analog
and digital equipment In a
user-friendly and easily up-
gradable configuration.

:Sep'rember/October 1995 ¢ Volume 1 « Number 5

This month...

Future-Proof Production STUAIOS ...........ccecoivviviiiiiiiciicnen, 26
By Margaret Bryant

Building a production facility today that won't soon be obsolete is a challenge ~ but it can be
done. This feature includes articles on building studios quickly and producing on-line audio
programining,

USING ISDN fOr REMOTES ...cvviiviiiiiiiiiieiee e, 34
By Theodric Young

Switched digital telephone services and audio codecs are making high-quality, creative
remotes easy and inexpensive.

Field Report: Denon DN-995R MiniDisc Recorder..............o...... 38
By Christopher H. Scherer
Our test pilot gives this fully featured production deck a spin.

Departments...
TG o [ pp——ear. S e el o 1
By Skip Pizzi
What makes good radio good?
Contract ENGINEEINNG ....oovoiviiviiiiiiiiiiiieicieie e, 6

By Kirk Harnack
Consistent growth is essential to a successful contracting business.

MICINAGING TOCHINOKKIY et vrevsansiasss sngisutivuss s siibaiinsvnss vskondsimsprishonss 10
By William F. Hommett

Long-awaited RF radiation rules are still on hold. One of the country’s top consulting engineers
explains why.

RF Engineering

By John Battison
The good doctor describes the installation of a folded unipole.

FCC UPRAATE oot n e, 20
By Harry C. Martin
Our beltway-insider presents a comprehensive list of what’s required for station upgrades.
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By Paul Montoya
Part 2 of this exclusive series describes the workings of the FAS web.
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Audiences never age.
Music never changes.
Formats always stay the same.

And Digital is just a passing phase.

We created the first successful all-digital sound Somehow, that makes a lot more sense to us
processor to give FM stations absolute flexibility. than trying to compete in todays radio market
Be able to adapt to new music, personalities, or ~with outdated analog technology. But we could
formats. Tailor sound to attract new audiences. be wrong. Dead wrong. After all, digital could be
And have the ability to upgrade with simple, just a passing phase. Elvis could really be living
inexpensive software —instead of tossing out an in Cincinnati. And WKRP could be the future
entire capital investment. Damn.

orban

H A Harman International Company
325 A 1o St.. S 1 Aro A ot 1510+ Je” 15 ©3510500
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How good
IS good
enough?

4

By Skip Pizzi,
radio editor

nitial assessments of the DAB laboratory tests seem a bit disappointing for in-band

systems - the great white hope of U.S. broadcasters. Various camps have put their spin-
A doctors to work (actually, in radio they can only afford spin-paramedics), but when the
dust settles, in-band systems will undoubtedly take a back seat to Eureka 147 in at least some
critical areas of evaluation.

To anyone with a decent memory, this should come as no surprise. When in-band systems
were first introduced, the question was “How close to Eureka can they come?” The elegant
fit of in-band/on-channel DAB into the U.S. broadcast environment made such systems so
desirable that some reasonable technical compromises seemed acceptable to many
broadcasters in the bargain. The laws of physics dictated that shortcomings would be
inevitable when a narrowband, single-channel system was compared with a wideband
multiplexed one. (Compounding this was the narrowband system’s need to cope with
compatibility and interference restrictions far more severe than those faced by the wideband
system.)

But in the intervening years, some in-band proponents pronounced their systems’
performance every bit as good, if not better, than the Eureka 147 benchmark. So convincing
were their claims that now even subdy second-class ratings seem profoundly disheartening,
It turns out that the laws of physics have not been repealed, and the apples-and-oranges
competition in the Cleveland lab has failed to
produce miraculous fruit. R

This should not spell the end for in-band, how- Respond via the BE
ever. It's simply a reality check. We're getting to 2 3
know the limits of in-band DAB systems so we can Radio FAXback line

make informed judgments on how to proceed. The QR
fact that these systems held up as well as they did at 913-967-1905

in the tests is actually laudatory. “How good is good or via E-mail to
enough” remains the operative question for in- ] i
band DAB. beradio@intertec.com.

Anyway, there may not be a reasonable fall-back
position for US. terrestrial radio. Washington in-
siders say there is still litde chance of getting an L-band allocation for DAB, and DBS radio
services still lurk on the horizon, ready to take up the entire U.S. S-band DAB allocation. The
decision for an in-band system may already have been made by default. From this
perspective, the next step for US. broadcasters may be simply to produce an in-band
technology with minimal interference to existing services and digital performance as close
to Eurcka 147’s quality as possible.

Speaking of quality radio, it’s often easy to forget in these discussions what really brings
listeners to the signals of U.S. broadcasters is good PROGRAMMING. 1deally, this involves
excellence in creative and technical domains, but when forced 10 choose, most listeners will
pick content over fidelity every time. It’s with this in mind that the BE RADIO issue you're
reading focuses on the creative side of radio technology.

To get you in the proper frame of mind, here are a few benchmarks from the content side
that tell you when you're listening to good radio:

* You keep listening in the car after you've turned off the engine.

* You feel the hair on the back of your neck sticking up.

* You see the TV coverage of something you heard earlier on the radio and the images are
disappointing. (The ones in your head were better.)

* You find yourself informing, enthralling or amusing your friends at the water cooler, and
realize you're just quoting something you heard on the radio that moming,

* Your favorite tape or CD sits loaded in your car radio/ player, but remains unplayed for days
at a time.

And so on. It’s these feelings that bring listeners to a station and keep them coming back
for more. So, while the battles rage on the DAB front, broadcasters should keep doing what
they do best, adding incremental improvements as they continue to make good radio. New
technologies should only make the experience more rewarding by providing new services,
more creative production and, eventually, higher-fidelity delivery. But without high-quality
content, no radio service will ever be “good enough.”

ey
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The recognized leader in audio testing announces
software for the world’'s most popular graphical user interface.

Audio Precision is proud to announce Windows- 0 High level display and control of AES/EBU status

based APWIN audio testing software for the bits
System One and System Two audio analyzers 0 Multlple instrument control panels per screen
0 APWIN may be purchased as an upgrade for use page
with all existing System One hardware 0 5 screen pages of settings and graphs store with
O APWIN is standard with System Two hardware _eachtest
0 APWIN for Microsoft windows 3.1™ or Windows for ' Up to 6 parameters per color graph
Workgroups 3.11, now Dpal graphlcs cursors with delta readouts
APWIN for Microsoft WINGS avallable at WINIS 7 View multiple readouts and bargraphs simul-
release time taneously with control panels

Standardized windows interface for ease of use
Copy and paste to Windows word processors and
spreadsheets

ud' TR po.Box 2209
Audio . Tl
preClS'on (503) 627-0832, 800-231-7350
FAX: (503) 641-8906

The recognized standard in Audio Testing

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS: Australia: IRT Slectronics Pty. Lid., Tel: 2 439 3744 Auatria: ELSINCO GmbH, Tel (1) 81504 00 Beigiuny: Trans European MusicNV, Tel: 2 466 5010 Braxzil: INTERWAVE LTDA,, Tel: (21) 325-
9221 Buligariar ELSINCO, h.e. Strelbishte, Te!: (2) 58 61 31 Canads: GERRAUDIO Distribution, Tel: (416) 696-2779 China. Hong Kong: A C E (Intl) Co, Ltd., Tel: 2424-0387 Croetls: AVC Audio Video Consutting, Tel {(41) 624
622 Crech Republic: ELSINCO Praha spol s.r.0., Tel (2) 49 66 89 Denmark: npn Elektronik aps, Tel: 86 57 15 11 Finiand: Genelec OY, Tel 77 13311 France: ETS Mesureur, Tel: {1) 4583 66 41 Germany: RTW GmbH, Tel: 221
70913-0 Greece: KEM Electronics Ltd, Tel: 01-647k514/5 Hungary: ELSINCO KFT, Tel: (1) 269 18 50 Indis: HINDITRON Services PVT, Tel: 22 836-4560 tsraei: Dan-El Technologies, LTd., Tel: 3-6478770 Haly: Link Engineenng
8.0l Tet 0521648723 Japan: TOYO Comoration, Tel: 3 (5688) 6800 Korea: B&P Intemational Co., Ltd., Tel: 2 546-1457; BAP (Kurmi Office), Tel. 0546 53-7347/8 Maaysia: Test Measurement & Engineerng San, Bnd., Tel: 3 734
1017 Netheriands: Heynen b.v., Tel 08851-96300 New : Audio & Video , Tel: 7 847-3414 Norway: Lydconsult. Tet: {47) 66-988333 Poisnd: ELSINCO Poliska sp. Z 0. 0., Tel: (22) 39 63 79 Portugat: Acutron
Electroacustica LDA, Tel: 1 9414087 /9420862 Singmpore: TME Systems Pte Lid., Tel: 747-7234 Siovakia: ELSINCO Bratislava spol. 8.1.0., Tel: {7) 784 165 South Atrkca: SOUNDFUSION Broadcast, Tel: 11477-1315 Spain: Teico
Electronics, S.A., Tel: 1 531-7101 Sweden: TTS Ta & Ton Studioteknik AB, Tet: 3t-803 620 Switzeriand: Dr. WA, Gunther AG, Tel: 1 910 41 41 Taiwen R.0.C.: Cha We! Elecinc Trading Co., Tel: 2-5612211 Theiland: Massworld
Company Ltd, Tek 662-294-4930 United Kingdorm= Thurlby Thandar Instruments, Lid., Tel: (14801 412451 Windows is a tragemark of Microsoft Corporation
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Contract Engineering:

Getting
new
business

By Kirk Harnack

Kirk Harnack is president of
Harnack Engineering, Inc., an
internatlonal broadcast con-
tract engineering firm based in
Memphis, TN.

usiness advisers often point out that

every business is either growing or

shrinking - no business just plugs
along, staying the same size. Whether you're
starting a contract engineering firm or ex-
panding an existing one, advertising your
services is crucial to establishing, growing and
simply maintaining a client base.

Contract engineers’ clients - radio sta-
tions - are changing constantly. This trend
has been even more pronounced in recent
years, primarily due to deregulation. There
are fewer and fewer “stand-alone” operations
today. Increasingly, stations are parts of groups,
LMAs and duopolies. This trend will only
continue to grow as further deregulation is
passed by the US. Congress.

These changing ownership and combined-
facilities arrangements also are changing the
way station facilities are engineered. Oppor-
tunities abound for good contract engineers
to assist the full-time engineers at
consolidated facilities. In some
cases, a contract engineer can el-
fectively handle all the duties at
such a facility, even while main-
taining service to other stations.
Several contract engineering firms
are growing in size and scope be-
cause of a severe shortage of avail-
able, qualified, full-time engincer-
ing candidates for station stafl po-
sitions. These growing contract
firms are finding themselves hir-
ing and training new technicians
and further expanding their client
base.

Some contract engineers choose
not to go after new business. Often
they feel comfortable or even
swamped with the amount of busi-
ness they currently have. Unfortu-
nately, these engineers’ client bases
often erode a station at a time,
typically through no fault of their
own. Stations that were good cli-
ents may be sold to new owners or
to other station groups with difler-
ent engineering arrangements. If these clients
lost through attrition or by other means aren’t
replaced or regained, a contract engineer’s
business can evaporate in a matter of months,
So, whether your contract engineering firm is
interested in expanding or just uying to stay
at its current level, advertising and looking for
new clients is continually important and de-
serves your attention.

Numerous options are available to con-
tract engineers for advertising and otherwise
courting new business. Naturally, localized
efforts will result in local business, whereas
regional, national and even international pro-
motion will result in more remote clients.
Often, doing work for out-of-town clients can
add to your credibility in your home town.
This is good to remember before your local
clients start taking your services for granted.

Direct mail
Direct mail advertising is a good way to put
printed material about your firm right into

6  « BE RADIO, September/October 1995

the hands of the station manager. To be
eflective, your direct mail piece must be eye-
catching and informative, and it must raise
the interest of the reader in a compelling way.
1t should also teem with professionalism and
be devoid of sloppiness.

Creating a mailing list for a local or re-
gional promotion effort shouldn’t be too
difficult. Resources such as “The M Street
Directory” or “Broadcasting & Cable Year-
book” can be searched for names, addresses
and phone numbers of radio prospects. For
a national direct-mail effort, the services of a
company specializing in such lists is well
worth the cost. Firms such as The Radio Mall
can supply pre-printed mailing labels or data
on diskette; they can even “swfl” your bro-
chure into one of their own regular mailings.

Follow-up to direct mail is crucial. Direct-
mail recipients will rarely act upon their first
introduction to you by mail. The most effec-
tive follow-up is a telephone call. This pro-
vides you with an opportunity to ask if the
prospect received the mail piece. You can
then briefly describe your services and how
they will benefit the station.

Doing work for out-of-
town clients can add to
your credibility in your

home town.

Telephone calls

Direct cold calls can be extremely effec-
tive, but they also can be disappointing. The
responses will vary widely depending upon
who you call, your pitch, the mood of the
prospect, and whether he or she is looking
for your services at the time.

When | first started as a contract engineer,
1 spent two full days on the phone, cold-
calling about 150 radio stations. Most calls
didn’t pan out. However, from the 150 calls,
1 was able to contract right away with five
radio stations.

Before making cold calls, i’s a good idea
to practice the process. You can have some-
one act as the prospect and listen to your
story or pitch. You can also record yourself
for self-critique. One particularly good re-
source is a book titled “Phone Power” by
George R. Walther (Berkley Publishing, New
York). The ideas presented for using the
telephone effectively are widely applicable
and go beyond just cold calling,

Print advertising

Print advertising effectively places your
name and services before the eyes of thou-
sands of readers. Advertising in radio-indus-
try trade publications provides the benefit of
targeting the exact people who can make a
decision about contracting for your services.
Because you don’t know who has seen your
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for the necessary hardware and firmware
changes. The modifications are free; users
need only pay to ship their units to Telos.
We'll pick up the return cost.

In late August, registered users will
be faxed a notice with complete program
details. Not sure whether your units are
registered? Fax us or senJus emal to for
registration forms.

All work will be performed by appoint-
ment. We'll schedule a convenient date
for the work to be done and guarcntee

to return ycur units four working cays
later. Work will include: changing
required matherboard pars; insta ling
EPROMs with new firmware, and giving
the unit a thorough factory once-over.

Initial modifications for both Layer Il
and Layer | operation will add cempat-
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compatibility packages for Zephy-,
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Contract Engincering:

Getting new business

advertisement, however, a follow-up call
isn’t really possible. Your ad must be
interesting and informative enough to
compel the reader to pick up the phone
and call you.

A number of different types of print
advertising vehicles are available:

* National indusay publications: There
are cnough diverse radio-industry pub-
lications to allow you to target almost
any job description in the business.
Some journals concentrate on engineer-
ing issues, while others focus on man-
agement, and still others consider sales,
talent, programming and ratings.

* State association newsletters: A good
way to target stations that are in your
region with print media is through your
state broadcast association’s newsletter.
Not every state has an active association
or publication, but those that do are
usually well-read by station owners and
managers. The display advertising rates
in state association newsletters are usu-
ally quite affordable.

* Fax-delivered newsleuers: For con-
tract engineers who are advertising to
expand or maintain an existing client
base, a monthly or quarterly newsletter
delivered by fax is effective. Be sure to
use the newsletter as an informative and
helpful bulletin. Boisterous advertising
isn't really necessary here because your
client can see who sent the fax and will
be appreciative of any helpful informa-
tion it contains.

Personal visit

Once an appoinunent is made to see
a prospective client, be sure you're prop-
erly prepared for the meeting. Lunch
meetings work quite well and give the
prospect a chance to get away from the
formal confines of the office.

Proper planning for the meeting in-
cludes doing some homework on what
kind of technical operation the station
has. Is it automated? Should it be?
Does the production sound good? How
about the station’s on-air sound? Does
the audio processing sound good and
clean? Is the station off-the-air every
time there’s a storm? If the station does
remote broadcasts, how do they sound?
In other words, listen for clues as to what
the station’s problems might be.

Your best long-term
advertising comes
from the work
you do.

Try also to find areas where the sta-
tion excels so you can point those out to
the manager. During the meeting, ask
the prospect about what's important to
him or her. Remember that a station’s
best reason to contract with you is so
you can improve its operation. Point out
how appropriate preventive maintenance
and proper implementation of equip-
ment can make the station sound better
and operate more reliably.

Recommendation
or referral

Many contract engineers’ clients come
through good referrals. If you do good
work, word will get around. If you treat
your clients poorly, word will spread like
wildfire. The point is that your best long-
term advertising comes from the work
you do.

Be vigilant to ensure that the quality
and character of your efiorts speak well
of you. Every project or repair you per-
form bears vour signature. Always con-
sider whether you would recommend

9.5" x2.5" x 1"

Remote Control|
By Telephone

Control 10
latching relays and
check 10 logic-level inputs
from any touch-tone phone. User
determined access code. Just $339.00

CONEX <=

L P.O. Box 1342 Bellingham, WA 98227

1-800-645-1061

J
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your own work to someone else.

Anyone who has worked in radio for
very long has discovered that it's a fairly
small industry. Quite likely. vou'll work
for the same people several times, per-
haps even in different markets. There's
not much room for bridge burning and
sour grapes if contract engineering is
your long-term career path.

Other good sources of referrals are
equipment dealers and manufacturers.
If these vendors know that you can be
trusted to properly advise their custom-
ers and professionally install theirequip-
ment, they'll be willing to recommend
your services. Take time to visit equip-
ment dealers and establish a face-to-
face relationship.

I’s also advisable to be connected
with one or more FCC consulting engi-
neers and programming consultants. If
you demonstrate to these people that
you know what you're doing, they can
feel comfortable in referring their cli-
ents to you when appropriate.

Business image

Collateral items, such as business
cards. brochures, letterhead and enve-
lopes, help to present a professional
image for your company. It helps to have
these items coordinated. This is easily
accomplished with pre-printed paper
items from such outlets as Paper Direct,
Quill or Beaver Prints. These pre-printed
“business sets” look great when person-
alized with your company’s own laser-
printed information.

Adverlising and
client relations are
vital to the continued
success of your firm.

Whatever the stage of growth or suc-
cess of your contract engineering busi-
ness, advertising and client relations are
vital to the continued success of your
firm. Let potential clients know about
you and how you can help them. Keep
your existing clients inforied as to your
experience and capabilities. A combi-
nationof the aforementoned techniques
can result in an eflective, ongoing pro-
motional campaign.

There’s no shortage of work available
in contract engineering these days. Even
a modest effort will result in new busi-
ness or expanded relations with existing
clients. As the saying goes, doing busi-
ness without promoting yourself is like
winking in the dark: You know what
you're doing, but nobody else does. &
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Money Back Guaranteed!

Only CDQPrima™ with MUSICAM®
is guaranteed to make your
ISDN digital audio sound the best!

MUSICAM" is today’s digital audio standard.
Only MUSICAM"™ has enhancements designed to sound best
over ISDN phone lines. Only MUSICAM-USA
gives you a 30-day money back guarantee.

Don’t just take our word . . .
Ask over 10,000 MUSICAM® codec users worldwide
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Ask USA Digital Radio DAB
®
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We guarantee compatibility with MPEG II.
Prima will even make your other brand decoder sound great!

Don’t stake your next ISDN remote on
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Managing Technology:

Revised

RFR rules

languish

By William F. Hammett, P.E.

Bill Hammett is senior consulting
engineer at Hammett & Edison,
Inc., Consulting Engineers, San
Francisco.

hat is the status of long-antici-

pated FCC action on new RF expo-

sure standards? In a word, stalled.
And, at press time, there are no immediate
prospects for action.

In case this subject hasn’t kept you on the
edge of your seat for the last few years,
here’s some background to bring you up to
date. First, the cast of characters:

The American National Standards Insti-
tute (ANSI) is a volunteer, non-governmen-
tal organization with members from indus-
trv and academia that sets safety standards
for all sorts of items, from eycglasses and
helmets to buildings. ANSI standard C95.1
covers exposure to RF energy. lts latest
revision was published in 1992, but its
immediate predecessor, C95.1-1982, is
the current FCC standard. ANSI is widely
recognized for setting recasonable standards,
and many jurisdictions specifv ANSI stan-
dards, thus elevating these pri-
vate-industry standards to the
level of government regulations.

The government agency with
expert authority to set standards
limiting exposure to RF energy
(and other environmental factors)
is the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). At one time, the
EPA was actively considering the
establishment of its own RF ex-
posure standard. But EPA man-
agement subsequently considered
other matters to be of greater
concern, and the agency never set
any RF exposure guidelines. In
fact, by 1988, the EPA Office of
Radiation Protection was closed
and its files transferred to the
Office of Radiation and Indoor
\ir.

This meant that the FCC either
had to declare that ir had expert
authority or else had (o rely on
some other body’s work. So, in
1985, the FCC adopted the 1982
ANSI RF exposure standard, and
the standard applied to all FCC licensees as
of Jan. 1, 1986.

Current problems

In its 19835 Report and Order (R&O) to
General Docket 79-144, the FCC specilfi-
cally referenced ANSI C95.1-1982. Unfor-
tunately, this means that, although the 1982
standard has since been superseded by the
1992 version, the FCC is still requiring
licensees (o comply with the (1982) docu-
ment. In most instances, this is not burden-
some to broadcasters because the 1992
standard is generally the same as or tighter
than the 1982 standard. At AM broadcast
frequencies, though, the 1992 standard is
actually relaxed in some respects, making
compliance with the earlier version unnec-
essarily difficult.

But the biggest problem today is one of
false security. Stations should avoid think-
ing that because they meet FCC require-
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ments they are protected in any litigation
that might be served. lere's why:

* Your station is an intentional emitter of
RF energy.

* There is a new ANSI standard for RF
energy.

+ I¢’s the one that is most widely recognized.
* It has new, tighter provisions than the old
one the FCC uses.

* It adopts flirst-time limits for induced
body currents.

* It adopts first-time limits for contact body
currents.

* A claim against your station will likely be
evaluated against the current standard.

FCC license renewal is
not a guarantee that
your station is
compliant with ANSI
guidelines.

Especially note that FCC license renewal
is not a guarantee that your station is
compliant with pertinent ANSI guidelines.
Although the FCC is looking harder at
broadcast applications, especially FM ap-
plications, this review is not necessarily as
thorough as one that would be conducted
in the event of a worker's compensation
complaing, a lawsuit or even a critical re-
view by an engineer representing “Citizens
Against Everything.” In addition, broad-
casters are open to scrutiny by the Occupa-
tional Safety and !Health Administration
(OSHA), as well as other agencies, organi-
zations and local jurisdictions that have
already adopted the 1992 ANSI standard.

How does this
affect broadcasters?

At present, the fact that the FCC hasn't
vet adopted the 1992 ANSI standard hasn’t
really affected most broadcasters. In the
long-term, however, it could have consider-
able impact if broadcasters don’t ensure
their own compliance with the most recent
standard that sets limits for human expo-
sure to RF radiation.

The FCC could be of considerable help
to broadcasters if it adopted the 1992
ANSI standard with certain clarifications
on what showings it expected. For instance,
the 1992 standard requires measurement
of RF current flowing through a human
body (induced currents) at all low-band
VHF sites and at all sites with FM stations
operating on 99.9Mllz and below. The
FCC could, as an authorizing agency with
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Managing Technology:

Revised RFR rules languish

some expertise, identify certain condi-
tions under which a broadcaster could
presume that body currents would not
exceed the guidelines, thus avoiding
the need for measurements at every
affected site.

The FCC also could help broadcast-
ers with regard to contact currents, by
specifying conditions under which con-
tact currents from >30MHz RF emit-
ters need not be measured. Based on

Belden has developed three new Brilliance cable lines to meet the digital
audio needs of your television, radio, post-production or recording

NEW BELDEN® DIGITAL AUDIO CABLES. ..
110 OHM IMPEDANCE DESIGN PROVIDES
ERROR-FREE TRANSMISSION OVER
EXTENDED DISTANCES.

Suppose you need a digital audio cable that meets the
latest AES/EBU standard? Simple! It has to be high flex?
Or NEC* rated? You got it! A patch cable? Or snake?
No problem when you specify Brilliance® from Belden.

a lack of consensus in the committee
that developed the 1992 ANSI stan-
dard, it does not appear likely that
there will be any fraction of the maxi-
mum permissible exposure (MPE) ftor
<30Mllz stations (i.e., short-wave and
AM broadcast) for which the necessity
to separately measure for contact cur-
rents can be categorically avoided.

What’s holding
it up?

In 1993, when the FCC began its
proposed adoption of the 1992 ANSI
guidelines, a Notice of Proposed

studio. And each offers tight impedance tolerance and low

Rulemaking (NPR), ET Docket 93-62,
was issued. Comments were requested
on numerous issues, and the industry
responded willingly. As a result, there
were an unprecedented three exten-
sions of the comment deadline, and
two extensions of the reply comment
deadline, which finally closed on April
25, 1994. Because the record in this
docket now exceeds 5,000 pages of
commernts, it has taken many months
for the FCC staff to work through the
material. More important, though, was
the fact that the EPA also responded
with several of its own concerns about
a literal adoption of the 1992 ANSI
standard.

These comments made it clear that
there were still major unresolved tech-
nical issues concerning the practical
implementation of the 1992 ANSI
standard. The commission, therefore,
decided that it needed to fund a study
to answer several troubling technical
matters.

FCC-funded study

In late 1994, the FCC awarded a
contract to study currently available
instrumentation for measuring in-
duced body currents, contact currents
and the effectiveness of RI" protective
clothing (suits). A report has now been
issued, and the information contained
in that study should allow the FCC’s
Office of Engineering and Technology
(OET) 10 issue, at long last, a Report
and Order to ET Docket 93-62.

The study found that: 1) reliable
induced-current meters did not yet
exis(; 2) existing contact-current meters
worked reasonably well, but they are
only calibrated for frequencies up to
30MHz (not the 100MHz limit in
ANSI 1992); and 3) RFR protective
cloth, made in Germany under the
trade name Naptex, appears quite ef-
fective at VHF, FM and UIIF broadcast
frequencies, as well as at microwave
frequencies.

Expectations
Predicting FCC or EPA actions - or
even just their timing - is a crap shoot

/  capacitance unbalance to minimize signal reflections and jitter.

150
B High Flex Cable (Belden No. 1696A)

& Cables available in 1 pair CM rated (Belden
No. 18004), 1 pair CMP rated (No. 1801A),
and 2 pair Zip-style CM rated (No. 1802A)

8 NEC Rated Snake Cables in 4 pair
(Belden No. 1803A), 8 pair (No. 1805A),
and 12 pair (No. 1806A)

Cet winning results every time. Call 1-800-BELDEN-4
and request New Product Bulletin No 105.

|
Belden

© Copynghl 1994, Belden Inc
* Tradename of the National Fire Protection Association, Quincy, MA

using politically loaded dice. This
consultant’s guess is that the EPA will
eventually acquiesce and endorse
C95.1-1992, and that the FCC will
adopt that 1992 standard as its new
set of guidelines. But it will likely add
provisions that temporarily stay the
enforcement of the controversial and
difficult to measure induced current
and contact current portions of the
ANSI standard (pending the availabil-
ity of instrumentation capable of reli-
able and repeatable measurement of
those parameters).

Alate- 1995 releasc of a Report and
Order still seems possible, )
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Move Up from Carts to

Touchscreen Di
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Play Anything...At A Touch

The best way to improve your radio station is
to put all your spots, sounders and sweepers
on-line and ready to play instantly from
hard disk. Creative talent sounds better than
ever with Scott Studios’ new touchscreen
digital audio system.

Here's how it works: Six buttons on the left of
the large computer touchscreen play what's
on your log. Scheduled spots, songs, promos,
PSAs and live scripts come in automatically
from your production studios, traffic, music
and copy computers. Jocks can revise sweeps
at a touch (with the arrows at mid-screen), or
work with the full day's log and add or
rearrange anything.

On the right, 17 “hot keys” start un-
scheduled jingles, sounders, effects, comedy
or promos on the spur of the moment.
Your morning show will benefit from 26 sets
of 17 user-defined instant audio “hot keys”.
You can preview anything in a cue speaker
at a touch. The Scott hard drive even lets you
listen tq endings while that song is playing on
the air.

And nothing beats the Scott System for easy
levels. Touch the label on the screen, moving
right to left to fade as desired. If you'd rather
adjust levels on the console, channel numbers
show clearly on each start button.
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Phone Recorder On Screen
Touch one button and you're recording

calls to hard disk. Another button and
you've got the world’s easiest editor. When
it's ready, one touch and your call’s on the
air. The phone recorder only adds $1,000
to the syster.

The Best Digital Audio

When spots, promos, PSAs, or any other
digital audio events are recorded, they're
immediately playable in all your Scott
System air studios. Nobody wastes time
carrying carts down the hall or redubbing
spots for additional stations.

One question you don’t have to worry
about is “What if it breaks?” The Scott
System comes complete with every spot
and jingle stored redundantly on two hard
disks. It's a snap to switch to the “hot
standby” system! You get touchscreen
convenience, digital quality, and backup
redundancy for no more money than cart
machines and commercial tapes.

gital Audio

K-Mart Photo Finishing ~ SB
Q: Across from Eastland.
| :011:00/C COM DAZ310 8:24:01

Jingle =

Q: Q-102.

Contest Promo!od ’
l Instrumental
1:00/0:30/F PRO T02214 8:22:42  /
l Burger King $2 Breakfast RT
Q: | Love This Plaze! |
:00/1:00/C CM DA1103 8:23:43 | B
$00/0:06/C JIN DA1037 8:25:01 J A . ...

Copyright 1994-5 by Scott Studios Corp.

The Scott Studio System is your best way t0 make the move to digital audio and eliminate
troublesome carts. The touchscreen instantly plays whatever you want. All scheduled spots,
jingles, promos, scripts and songs come In from yous traffic, copy and music computers.

The World’s Fastest Requests!

Touch either of the two buttons at the top
right of the main screen to see our “Wall of
Carts” with all your audio on-line! Touch
the spot, song, jingle, sounder, promo, PSA
or comedy you want and it plays instantly.
Or, you can put it anywhere you want in the
day’s schedule.

During play, all Scott screens include large
digital timers that automatically count down
intro times, and flash warnings 60-, 45-, and
30-seconds before the end. You also get
clear countdowns the last 15 seconds of
each event.

Instant Requests from Hard Disk

There's no way to play requests faster than
with the Scott System! Touch the music
button and first letter of the title or artist's
name. You get a “Wall of Carts” with songs
that play at a touch!

All your music will be pre-dubbed free
from your playlist. Scott Studios has radio’s
highest quality music on hard drive.
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The Full Day’s Log

Scott Studios lets you see the whole day and
make any changes you want.

Large & Small Have Made the Move!

The Scott System leads the industry with
major broadcasters like Disney/Capitol
Cities/ABC, Westinghouse/CBS, Chancellor/
Shamrock, Alliance, Salem, Liberty, Saga,
Liggett, Regent, Tichenor, Benchmark, Max,
Atlantic, and Ralco in Canada.  Scott
Systems are in Detroit, D.C., Dallas,
Houston, Philadelphia, San Diego, Denver,
San Antonio, Ft. Lauderdale, Cincinnati,
Dayton, Lansing, las Vegas, and smaller
markets coast-to-coast from Bangor to
Bakersfield.

Scott Studios .,

13375 Stemmons Freeway, Suite 300
Dallas, Texas 75234 USA
8 00 7

(800) SCOTT-77



RF Engineering:

Folded
unipoles,
part 2

By John Battison, P.E.

John Battison, BE Radio’s con-
sultant on antennas and radia-
tion, owns John H. Battison and
Associates, a consulting engi-
neeringcompanyinLoudonville,
near Columbus, OH.

job. 1t would be embarrass-

n the last issue, this column covered the

basics of folded unipole design. This

time, the installation of the folded unipole
will be covered.

The first thing to do before deciding to
install a folded unipole at your station is to
measure the base operating impedance (o
be sure that you are developing full power.
Next, do a short field-
strength study. Draw four
radials at 90°
about 10 miles long. Run a
partial proof of about 10
readings on each radial.
Make a check of the an-

intervals —

ln most cases,
the folded

sary to trim their ends to allow a flush fit.
The arms should be bolted together where
they intersect, as well as to the top tower
members near the comers. It is essential
that excellent physical connections are made
and maintained. It is also important to use
angle-iron instead of flat-iron bars to avoid
sagging arins.

The drop wires must be
bonded to the tower arms
and then spaced away from
the tower legs by means of
insulators. A tumbuckle and
spring should be used at the

3 bottom of each drop wire,
tenna efficiency and field umpole and secured through an in-
at 1km before any antenna should sulator to maintain tight wires
.work is (_ione. Record lhl'S that won’t swing in the breeze
information and decide if produce d and change the tower imped-
the existing antenna sys- ., ance. A set of iron arms is
tem should be replaced. noticeable mounted at the tower base to

The class of improvement. anchor the tumbuckles.

your station will
determine what
radiation the
comimission re-
quires and what your antenna was
originally designed to meet. This
data will be found in CFR 47, Part
73.189(B)(i-iii).

If the decision is made to change
to a folded unipole, don’t let the
station’s management get its hopes
up by anticipating an amazing
change in signal strength and cov-
erage. Of course, there should be
a noticeable improvement, but
don’t promise the moon. A station
in Alaska at 640klz with a 214-
foot tower reported a 7dB im-
provement using a 3-drop-wire
folded unipole and additional top-
loading (in the
form of guy load-
ing), but this may
be an exceptional
case.

Basic procedures
Once you've decided to
install a folded unipole, be
sure that all the necessary
parts are present at the an-
tenna site before starting the

ing to run with reduced
power all day, short the base
insulator and then find the

job can’t be finished in the
)

time allowed.

If your tower will support them and its face
is not too small, and you have the time and
money, plan on using six drop wires spaced
about 12 inches from the tower. This should
give you wider bandwidth. But if you are in a
heavy ice area, using three drop wires might
be less risky.

The drop wires should be suspended from
angle-iron bars secured to the top cross
members of the tower. Where the bars inter-
sect at the tower’s corners, it will be neces-
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Be sure that
all the
necessary parts
are present at
the antenna
site before
starting the

job.

Getting it done
At this point, consider the
logistics of doing the job. If
yours is a low-power station, say 500W or
less, it may be possible to do part of the job
without reducing power. If you have more
power and can’t find any hardy souls to
climb in a higher RF field, you will have to
reduce power to a reasonable level for the
initial part of the installation. This portion
can usually be done without shutting down
completely. After the top arms are attached
10 the tower, the drop wires must be in-
stalled and secured in the standoff insula-
tors and to the tumbuckles. 1t is important
that the drop wires do not touch the tower
while being installed.

The rest of the installation must be per-
formed with the power off. After shutting
down, a circular wire con-
necting the bottoms of the
drop wires must be run
around them and securely
connected to each. This is
the point at which drive is
applied. The RF drive link
should be run from this con-
necting ring to the feed-
through insulatorat the ATU.

Ifyou have a square tower-
base mounting, connect 4-
inch-wide copper straps
from the tower base to the
ground system bus across
the base insulator. Other-
wise, place one copper strap
down each side of the tower
base. All these connections must be hard
soldered, or brazed. (Again, don’t do this
until power is off)

Remove the existing RF line from the
ATU to the tower. If tower lighting power is
carried through the center of the RF line, it
should be rerouted directly to the tower
base and then up the tower as before, but
with one difference - the conduit must be
carefully bonded 1o the tower at 20-foot
intervals. A good electrical connection is
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RF Engincering:

Folded unipoles, part 2

essential.

Any wires or lines connected to the
tower also must be carefully bonded 0
it. Remove lighting transformers and
lighting chokes or static drain coils.
The neutral wire of the tower and any
other lighting circuit must be grounded
to the tower at the base and at 20-{oot
intervals up the tower. All coaxial cables
used for I'M or auxiliary antennas must
also be grounded securely (o the tower.
(These wires either must be bonded to
the tower or encased in a metal conduit
so that they cannot affect the tower’s
tuning by the induction of out-of-phase
RF in them. If this is not done, some
strange eflects may be encountered.)

Here is a basic parts list:

* Angle iron 10 hold drop wires;

* Enough 4-inch copper strap to ground
tower across base sides;

* Stranded copper or aluminum wire,
!/s-inch diameter (for drop wires, plus
30 feet):

* Suitable strain-type insulators to se-
cure bottom ends of wire;

* Standofl insulators, number depends
on tower height;

* One spring for each dropwire, about
four inches long;

* One turnbuckle for each drop wire;
* Selection of bolts. nuts and assorted
hardware;

* Wire clamps (one per drop wire);

* Tower leg wire clamps (one per drop
wire).

To avoid any noise generated by poor
connections, bypass the springand wrn-
buckle at the lower end of each drop
wire. Install a length of drop wire across
each group to the bottom insulator.
This can actually be a continuation of
the drop wire alter it has been hooked
to the spring.

Fabricate a shorting stub for each
drop wire. Secure a wire clamp to one
end of a piece of drop wire long enough
to reach from the tower (o the nearest
drop wire. At the other end, fasten a
clamp to attach the wire to the tower.

Attach a length of drop wire 10 the
circular ring wire that goes around the
base of the drop wires. Fasten the other
end to the feed-through insulator at the
ATU. Leave the inside end unconnected.

Once all this has been completed,
the site should be cleaned up and all
connections rechecked for cleanness
and continuity. Turn on tower lights
and check operation of other antennas
on the tower. If evervthing is OK, pro-
ceed to tune the antenna.

Tuning and adjustment
For the record, measure the base

impedance at the feed-through insula-
tor inside the ATU (ATU connection).
Use low-power transmitier output.
Leave the operating bridge in circuit
and record the impedance. Sometimes
this impedance is satisfactory, but more
often than not, tning will be required.
Be careful 10 record all data as it is
measured.

Sclect a point about a quarter of the
distance down from the top of the
tower. Clean the paint off the tower
close to one of the drop wires. Clamp a
piece of stub wire there and clamp the
other end to the closest drop wire.
Measure the base impedance. There
should be a change - probably lower.

Move the stub about 10 feet higher
and remeasure the base impedance.
These two impedances should show
you which way you need to go to obtain
vour desired base operating imped-
ance. Il you can’t determine which way
to go, continue making readings every
10 feet or less. There is nothing sacred
about a 500 base resistance, but it
makes matching the transmission line
simpler.

When you have reached an accept-
able impedance, install tuning stubs on
the other drop wires at the same level.

The folded unipole
is not a wonderful
gizmo that will make
a poor operation
into a first-class one.

When this is done, there is usually a
small change in operating impedance.
This may still be acceptable, or you
may want to fine tune it by moving
stubs until the desired value is reached.
It is best 10 set the impedance o a
positive j value at the desired base
operating resistince.

Unless you are working with a tall
tower, you probably will not encounter
second resonance. However, if you
should find a desirable base resistance
with a negative j value, continue mov-
ing the stub down the tower and you
should return (o an inductive reactance
and the desired resistance.

If you have a 50€)-line and your base
operating impedance is 50 +;90(},
you need only insert -j904 to cancel
out the reactance. However, there is
better control of the antenna tuning il
an adjustable reactance. such as a vari-
able coil and a capacitor in series is
used, or an adjustable gas-filled or
vacuum capacitor can be used il it is
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not too expensive. I necessary, a simple
L neowork can be used for precise trim-
ming if a high operating resistance is
used. (1 prefer to place the base current
meter at the output of any ATU circuits
and measure the current into the base
impedance.)

When the new antenna system seems
10 be working properly, make another
4-radial “partial” proofs using the same
measuring points as the original. Yon
should observe a uselul increase in
radiation.

Note that the folded unipole is not a
wonderful gizmo that will make a poor
operation intwo a first-class one. More-
over, every antenna system is different,
and irr an article of this length, it is not
possible to give precise directions for
specified antenna electrical lengths and
conditions. But in most cases, the folded
unipole should produce a noticeable
improvement, especially forstations with
badly deteriorated ground systems. &

M For more Information on folded

unipoles, circle (102)
on Reply Card.
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If you want to try your hand at
technical writing, BE Radio maga-
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leading-edge articles on a free-
lance basis, contact the editor by
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Fax: 913-967-1905
Mail:Editor, BE Radio
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This Should Be Your Next
Digital Audio System.

Imagine a digital audio system that's as
simple to use as a cart machine but
powerful enough to run an entire
broadcast facility. That system is DDS.

DDS is built on a multi-user, multi-
tasking, real time operating system. So,
adding users, applications and audio
channels is never a problem.

Start with a simple satellite automa-
tion system. Then add cart replacement,
extra studios, or an LMA— all without

HARRIS
%ALLl ED—=

the need to add CPUs or duplicate
expensive hard disc storage.

DDS should be your next digital
audio system. It's made to grow with
your operation.

Call the digital audio professionals at
Harris Allied to get the one that works.
DDS by Radio Systems.

1-800-622-0022
FAX 317-966-C623
Southern CA 1-800-690-2828

Circle §21) on Reply Card

1995 HARRIS CORP.



FCC Update:

FCC
standards
for AM
and FM
upgrades

By Harry C. Martin

Harry Martin is an attormey with
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth,
Rosslyn, VA.

standards and procedural requirements
for upgrading AM and FM stations.

AM upgrades

Change in facilities:

* Must meet interference standards set forth in
Sections 73.37 and 73.182, as well as other
limitations for the class and frequency applied for.
* Must provide 5mV/m or better davtime signal
to entire principal community to be served and,
at night, a 5mV/m or nighttime interference-
free contour, whichever is greater, to 80% of the
principal community.

* Increases in power or changes in frequency,
hours of operation or community of license
require a $2,590 filing fee. The filing fee for a
site change is $650.

* A minimum increase in power of 20% is
necessary if no site change is involved.

I \ ollowing is a review of the FCC’s current

Change in community of license:

* The requirements with respect to
interference protection and principal
coverage must be met.

» If the station is the only one licensed
to a community, the new community
must have a population at least as
large as the community of license; the
relocated station should represent the
new community’s first transmission
service. If the new community is lo-
cated within the urbanized area of
another large city, the proposal may
not be credited with providing a first
transmission service, a potentially fatal
flaw.

AM expanded band:

* Applicant must have notified the
FCC of its intentions and have re-
ceived word of tentative acceptance
and frequency assignment.

Pre-sunrise and post-sunset
authorizations:

* Permits operations pre-sunrise and
post-sunset with up to S00W, with
only co-channel stations being considered the
calculation of permissible power.

* Pre-sunrise authority allows commencement
at 6:00 am. local time or, for stations within the
protected nighttime contours of US. Class A
station, at sunrise at the location of the nearest
Class A station to the east.

* Post-sunset authority is permitted for up to
two hours after sunset or, for stations operating
within the nighttime protected contour ofa US.
Class A station, until sunset at the nearest Class
A station to the west.

* The FCC will calculate permissible pre-sun-
rise or post-sunset parameters upon request.
* Daytime stations also may be granted limited-
power nighttime authorizations upon informal
application to the commission without regard
to principal city coverage requirements.

FM changes

One-step upgrades:

» Requires a filing fee of $650 to accompany
the application for construction permit.
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* Requires fully spaced transmitter site, al-
though a contour protection showing will be
accepted if it is shown that an altemate, fully
spaced site is available.

* Must be done on authorized channel or a
channel mutually exclusive with the authorized
channel.

* One-step upgrade proposals are unaccept-
able in applications for new stations, except
where the frequency is available on a first-
come, first-served basis.

* The application achieves cutoff status vis-a-vis
conflicting applications and rulemaking pro-
posals as of the date of filing A one-step
upgrade application that is filed before the
cutoff date established in a conflicting
rulemaking will be considered a counterpro-
posal in the rulemaking proceeding,

* Downgrading to a lower class or changing to
a different channel of the same class is permis-
sible if needed to accommodate a site selec-
tion incompatible with the applicant’s autho-
rized channel.

Rulemaking:

* Petitions for rulemaking are used to propose
an allotment, upgrade to a non-adjacent chan-
nel, change community of license or accom-
plish an upgrade that involves changes in other
allotments.

* Asmanyas two additional involuntary changes
in the table of allotments can be proposed in
connection with an upgrade or new allotment
proposal, but the FCC will not involuntarily
impose a transmitter site move to accommo-
date a petitioner’s allotment plan.

* Community of license changes are not ac-
ceptable if they propose the removal of a
community’s only radio station or if they pro-
pose a “move-in” to a metropolitan area,

* If acceptable, from a technical standpoint,
rulemaking petitions become the subject of a
Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM)
within three to five months after filing,

* The NPRM invites counterproposals, i.c.,
petitions proposing a mutually exclusive, con-
flicting allocation or allocation scheme. Com-
ments on the original proposal also are invited
in the NPRM. Claims of economic injury as a
result of the new allounent are not entertained.
» If there are timely filed conflicting proposals,
the FCC will decide the case according to
criteria that favor the most efficient use of the
frequency in terms of coverage of underserved
populations or communities.

* A successful rulemaking petitioner must pay
a $1,800 rulemaking fee with its application
for the new facility.

* Once a requested allocation is made, a Form
301 or Form 302 must be filed. (Form 302 is
used where no change in physical facilities is
involved.) The filing fees for Form 30 1 and Form
302 are $650 and $ 1335, respectively. ()}

Dateline: By Dec. 1, radio stations in Alabama
and Georgia must file their license renewal appli-
cations. Commercial stations in the following
states must file their ownership reports on or
before Dec. 1: Alabama, Georgia, Colorado,
Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, South Da-
kota, Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Fampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont.




We've taken all we know, all you've asked for,
and the very best of today's technology to
bring you our FINEST AUDIO CONSOLE

THE
A-6000's
open archi-
tecture frame
, lets you change

module locations
with NO restrictions,
giving layout top priority
and allowing easy recon-
figuration as format needs
change. And while Wheatstone
is well known for superior tech-
nical performance, the A-6000
surpasses even our own previous
consoles in virtually every measure-
ment catagory! The WHEATSTONE
A-6000 has the appearance, features and
power to satisfy the most demanding program
and production staff. Its engineering, perform-
ance and thoughtful design wiil help your personnel
achieve broadcasting excellence.
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H Now is the time to begin the conversion process.
UW tU It's no “plug and play” endeavor. Proper technical
planning is vital today to prepare stations and post

I]Ian now 'lm’ facilities for the futurz in digital.

4 Join us in November when Broadcast Engineering
tﬂmﬂme S prepares you for the coming digital age. A future
. . that will require new delivery methods, multiple
d'gltal program streams and multichannel
operation including HDTV and

- interactive services.
facility.

Digital

November 15-17 « The Westin Hotel 0'Hare * Chicago

It is now absolutely critical to understand precisely
i :how and when to incorporate digital systems into
For a detailed 'your operation. Everyone responsible for planning,
(1YY T Y I - M designing, engineering, budgeting and managing
and registration the transition to digital will benefit from this
materials, call: major learning event.

FAX-ON-DEMAND Top. experts in broadcast and post-production
1-800-601-3858 offer surprising solutions to the challenges you

face today and will face tomorrow. How can
Or Susan Link you design a system that handles analog now
913-967-1969 but upgrades to digital in the future? How can you

avoid throwing away expensive equipment as the
transition moves forward? Can you plan a video
routing system that expands to accommodate the
changing requiremens of all-digital operations?
What are the critical issues in audio? Connectivity?
Testing? Network integration?

ATTENTION VENDORS This is your opportun ty to discover the answers

to tough questions ard return to your facility with
practical knowledge vou can use right away.

Special FACILITY TOUR available in conference package.
Sponsored by

BROADCAST

Together with enGlneeRlnG
Video Systems® and World Broadcast News™

Produced by Intertec Presentatians, a division of Intertec Publishing
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The
network
web of

EAS

By Paul Montoya

Paul Montoya is president of
Broadcast Services of Colo-
rado, a contract engineering
firm in Lakewood, CO.

ast issue, we reviewed some of the
history of emergency broadcast alert-
ing and how need and technology has
caused the evolution into the new Emergency
Alerting System (EAS). We will now break
down the components of this system and
explore how each part is important to the
overall operation of this system.
The three key components to a well-func-
tioning EAS in each state are:

1. Detailed coding of messages;

2. A network “web” structure to disseminate
information; and

3. Detailed plans as to how the coding and
“web” will work within the state and opera-
tional areas.

Let’s explore how the network web functions.

Why a web is necessary

EBS always operated on a modified “daisy-
chain” system. It was a modified system in the
sense that an operational area could normally
function with one station directly disseminat-
ing information to all or most of the stations
within a market. This normally worked well
but provided no redundancy. The problem
that came into play was one in which we relied
on a station to deliver a message from a
central location (maybe the state capital) to a
station on the other side of the state, which
then disseminated the information to the
stations monitoring its signal. Sometimes
these relays required four or five stations in
a chain to pass information to the alerted
area.

In many states, terrain was often a problem,
but more often it was a misinterpretation of
what a station was to do with a message passed
on o it. With one part of the chain broken and
no redundancy, some real problems developed.

The web system answer

The web system addresses these problems
on two fronts: It tries to get information to the
station needing to broadcast the message as
directly as possible, and it provides an alter-
nate or redundant path should the first path
fail.

Sometimes, getting the information to the
broadcaster in the most direct form means
bypassing the upstream broadcast station
completcly. A good example of this is NOAA
Weather Radio. In most populated areas,
stations can monitor NOAA Weather Radio
directly at their stations on VHF.

Other examples are communities that use
UHF repeater frequencies for police and
emergency management, statewide satellite
broadcast news distribution or broadcast fre-
quency coordination/emergency alerting via
RPU frequencies. Many of these already-in-
place systems can be used to get information
directly from the emergency manager, police
dispatch 911 center or weather oflice to the
broadcast station needing to put the informa-
tion on the air.

This is not only more reliable, but much
faster. No longer is there the need to wait for
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the relaying station to get to a commercial
break to relay information. This can take the
average message dissemination time from as
much as six to nine minutes down to less
than 30 seconds.

Other non-broadcast means of dissemi-
nating information are used in areas with
terrain or physical-size obstacles. Large states
like Texas or Alaska can now rely on satellite
for information distribution. Many of these
areas already have sports and news networks
in place. States like Colorado, Utah or Mon-
tana that have terrain obstacles can now use
microwave or satellite to get signals over
their “hills.” The FCC has not really put any
restriction on how a state might distribute
messages.

Redundancy in the web

A level of redundancy is also built into the
web system. As an example, should the
Weather Service generate an alert, it could go
out via NOAA Weather Radio. It could si-
multaneously be placed on a broadcast RPU
channel located on a high building or hill-
top. It could also be placed on the statewide
microwave system that the state police might
use for record clearance. And remember, an
upstream broadcast station may also re-
broadcast the information.

What all of this means is that if all paths
function well, stations could actually receive
the message from many different sources.
This improves system reliability greatly.
Should any one path break down, other
paths remain intact.

This will take a well laid-out plan within all
states and local operational areas. The web
can always grow, but remember to initially
install equipment that will allow for monitor-
ing as many sources as you may need, plus
future expansion. In smaller communities,
the system may require only two inputs,
while in larger cities you may want to provide
five or more sources.

Input considerations

Hardware configurations are also impor-
tant in planning your system. Some manu-
facturers may provide “receivers” internal to
the complete unit, while others may just
provide audio or data input ports and leave
itup to you or a third-party vendor to provide
the receivers. The latter may be a better
choice, anyway, because we never know what
the future might hold for receive sources.

For example, John Hart of Lakewood,
CO, has begun the “first public worldwide
emergency communication center.” He calls
it EECOMM. The purpose of this center is to
link amateur radio operators worldwide
within the Internet. Even more creative dis-
tribution systems will likely evolve, and you
should be prepared to accept their signals.

With all of this information coming in,
how will a station sort this all out and decide
what to put on the air? This is an exciting part
of the new EAS, and much thought has gone
into this coding of information. We’ll cover it
in the next issue. )
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Preview:

COMING IN THE
NEXT ISSUE . . .

COVER STORY:
Datacasting

Today’s radio broadcasters are transmitting more

than just audio, and the market in this area may

soon grow dramatically as new data broadcasting
services are launched. The author will take a detailed
look at new and proposed methods of data transmis-
sion that are delivered over radio stations’ broadcast

signals. The techniques will provide value-added

services to listeners, and lucrative options to
broadcasters.

The Signal Chain
The signature sound of a radio station is a combina-
tion of its format and its signal chain. The path
between the console and the transmitter can make
all the difference. Learn how new audio processors,
STLs and exciters are improving the levels of control,
efficiency and quality available to broadcasters.

Managing Technology:
Using Computers

Managers can use computers in many ways to help
them run a radio station.

Contract Engineering:
Handling Multiple Clients

Contractors often have to juggle dozens of clients
and treat all of their needs in a timely fashion.

RF Engineering:
Proof of Performance

This measure of a station’s quality is sometimes
required and always worthwhile.

FCC Update:

FAS alert procedures and other regulatory news.

Plus BE Radio’s usual roundup of
product reviews, industry news, business
happenings, new product announcements

and more. All coming in the November/
December issue of BE Radio.

BDT-115
RF Data Link

for remote control

® Wireless link for Burk ARC-16
® No“P”channel required

® Eliminates telco line charges
® Bi-directional canmumnication
® 20 miles line of sight

Think
of the
possibilities.

7 Beaver Brook Road ¢ Littleton, MA 01460
(508) 486-0086 » Fax (508) 486-0081
Toll Free 1-800-255-8090 * email: danrau@burk.com
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More Reasons to Choose Gepco

Cost-effective. Quality Crafted. Your cholce of cable type. length and
color from our extensive selection. Delivered to you on time. Gepco
manufactures custom cable assembles, audio and video snakes, breakout
boxes, panels. patch bay wiring hamesses. direct boxes ard prepackaged
cable assemblies for point-of-sale display. All Gepco cable and custom
products are made in the US.A.

We are authorized distributors for ADC, Kings, Neutrik, Switchcraft,
EDAC and many more. Gepco stocks audlo and video cable in bulk and
will custom-cut to any length requirement for no extra charge.

1-600-966-0069

Ask your Gepco sales representative for a free catalog
Cable, Connectors and Custom Froducts G EP (¢

GEPCO INTERNATIONAL, INC. 2225 W. Hubbard, Chicago IL 60612 — )
312-733-9555 Fax: 312-733-6416 TOLL-FREE: 1-800-966-0069 =
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By Margaret Bryant

Get out your
graph paper,
T-square and
crystal ball...

Future-proof IR

production

studios

Bottom Line:The tools and facilities for making radio are changing
dramatically, but the process is not yet complete. Therefore,
building new production studios that will remain current into even
the near future is a steep challenge. It's not an insurmountable
problem, though. With careful planning and a bit of educated
guesswork, today’s studios can be designed to accommodate
practically anything the future has in store.

ecently, while giving a

tour of our new facility,

I was asked why we still
had a room with an 8-track
reel-to-reel machine when we
had other rooms with digital
audio workstations. The an-
swer to thatquestion perfectly
illustrates some of the diffi-
culties in transitioning from
an analog 1o a digital world.
Whether it is because the sta-
don can’t afford new digital
studios all at once, the exist-
ing analog equipment is not
yet fully depreciated, or some
other reason, stations are
having to design new studios
incorporating existing analog
equipment and planning for
future digital equipment
What problems can you an-
ticipate in designing such stu-
dios and how do you plan for
a future that, theoretically, has
no limits?

Equipment
considerations

Start planning by drawing
up a list of the equipment in
the new studio. Presumably,
all or most of the items will
be analog devices. Some may
be existing and some may be

new. Describe the functdon of
each item. This will become
important later in determin-
ing replacement digital de-
vices and configuring the
equipment in the room. In
the funciional description, list
notonlywhat the device does,
but the frequency of its use
and any ergonomic or envi-
ronmental considerations.
Also consider the possibility
that the production room will
be used as a backup air stu-
dio. This will affect the design
of the reom. Note which de-
vices are existing and which
need to be purchased. This
helps in: 1) drawing up a pur-
chasing plan, and 2) organiz-
ing the move into the studio.
Get an overview of the gen-
eral function of the room.
Decide if this functionality is
likely to change, and if so,
how it will change. Once there
is enough information on the
expectations of the room and
its likely initial configuration,
is time to gather information
on potential future changes

Phasing out analog
The next step in planning
for the new studio is to de-

cide what types of analog de-
vices you will be replacing
either now or at some future
date. Once these analog de-
vices are identified, some
thought, and perhaps some
guesses, will be made as to
what digital devices will be
employed in their place. You
don’t need a crystal ball to
see the trends in digital equip-
ment. With a little investiga-
tion, realistic planning can
take place.

One of the trends is that
manufacturers are recogniz-
ing that their new digital de-
vices will be directly replac-
ing old analog devices. As a
result, the size, shape and
function of many new digital
products are similar to those
of the analog devices they are
replacing. If you are replac-
ing the ubiquitous cart ma-
chine with a CD player, there
are CD players that will fit in
the same slot. Or if you re-
place that same cart machine
with some sort of recordable
digital storage, there are de-
vices that fit that bill. If you
are replacing a reel-to-reel
tape machine with a digital
audio workstation, there are
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Future-prool

production studios

workstations that roll right into the space
formerly occupied by the reel machine.
Dozens of digital product manufactur-
ers have devices that are almost exact
replacements for analog devices. This
dramatically simplifies anticipating the
digital future.

Unfortunately, it’s not always that casy.
Many digital devices require the use of
computer CPUs, keyboards, CRT moni-
tors and/or touchscreens. Planning a
room and the furniture for these types of
devices requires more effort. These re-
placement technologies have many spe-
cial requirements. Placement of the com-
puter system parts depends partly on
the existing pieces of equipment in the
room. The first question involves the
audio console. Will you use one during
the analog phase of the studio and will
you be keeping it during the digital
phase? Chances are pretty good that
there will be a console or mixer of some
type in the analog and digital phases.
Even if a new console is installed to
handle all digital signals, the mixing
function still exists. It is a rather large
piece of equipment and will become a
bit of a nuisance to plan around.

Installiing computer-based
equipment

Assume there will be at lcast one
digital device that runs on a computer.
Planning a location in the fumniturc for
the CPU is the easy part. When planning

the CPU location, make sure you con-
sider the necessary wire runs, limits on
wire length, sufficient air circulation and
cooling, and mechanical and electrical
noise that might be generated. Design a
place in the fumiture that fits the criteria.
While you are at it, design two or more
areas, because there is always the possi-
bility of additional devices. (See Figure
1.

Now on to the harder parts. Does the
computer need a keyboard? If it is rarely
used, say only for rebooting, you may
want to just stick it on top of the CPU
unit that is hidden away in some cabinet
in the studio fumiture. It’s out of the way
and hopefully is easily accessible. If the
keyboard is used regularly, you need to
find a location that makes sensc. The
keyboard should be in front of the user
at a height that is comfortable for long-
term usc. (Sce “Ergonomics for Desktop
Systems,” BE February 1994). Also, the
keyboard should be in front of the CRT
monitor.

This is usually where the audio con-
sole gets in the way. The CPU was casy;
there were many locations in the furni-
ture to select from. So, how do you
combine a working keyboard, a moni-
tor and an audio console? Before de-
termining a location for the keyboard
and monitor, some thought needs to
be given on how the keyboard and
monitor will be used in relation to the
audio console. If the computer is used
in conjunction with the audio console,
the monitor/keyboard location needs
to be in close proximity to the console
without getting in the way of console
functions. If the computer is used inde-

pendently of the console, or if certain
computer functions are remoted to the
console, then the computer can be
placed some distance from the console
and the problems of monitor/keyboard
location are greatly simplified.

In some situations, the monitor/key-
board combination needs to be near
the audio console. Before deciding if
the monitor is to the left, right or be-
hind the console, consider that the
keyboard and monitor should be close
to cach other. The user should be able
to use the keyboard while looking
straight ahead at the monitor, not off to
the side. The keyboard can be in a
drawer so it is out of the way when not
in use and the drawer could also be
used to lower the keyboard to the
correct working height. Do not forget
the standard-sized computer keyboard
is wider than a 19-inch rack space, so
you will need either a custom drawer
or a smaller keyboard.

Ideally, the monitor screen is of suf-
ficient size and in a location that makes
information on it easy to view from the
user’s normal operating position in the
studio. Determine the likely size of the
screen of the monitor. These days, even
the small-screen monitors are physi-
cally large and the large-screen moni-
tors arc not only expensive, but are
absolutely enormous! Plan not only
for easy viewing but also for casy repair.
Design the location so some variation
in monitor size is allowed in case an
exact replacement is unavailable in the
future. Take into consideration proper
ventilation and any electrical noise
problems. If speakers are in close prox-

A = Potential monitor

B = Potential CPU

locations

locations

Figure 1. Layout and cabinetry for the analog/digital hybrid air studio, Alrflow, noise and operator’s reach must be considered
for all CPUs and monitors (some of the latter may be touchscreens).
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imity, the speakers need (0 be shielded.
If you time the trip into the digital age
correctly, flat-screen monitors may be at
the point where they are affordable. The
front cross-sectional area may be the
same, but the depth will be dramatically
reduced. Thus, there may be more
choices for where to place the monitor.

If the monitor is being used as a
touchscreen, the need for a nearby
keyboard has been eliminated, but an
additional requirement is created for
the monitor; the monitor screen must
be close enough to touch. This severely
limits the possible locations for a moni-

tor. Most studios locate them to the left
or right of the user. Neither location is
ideal because the user could be right-
handed with a screen placed to the
user’s left and vice versa. Placing the
monitor in front of the user is often
difficult because the audio console is
in the way. Some furniture is designed
with the idea that the overbridge over
the console will be removed in the
future and will be replaced with a cabi-
net piece to house a monitor. Although
it is convenient to view, touching it can
be a reach. It also may get in the way of
the copy stand or the jock’s view of

other people in the room.

Pay atiention to the ergonomics of
the room. If the equipment is not easy
to use, the jocks won't use it! In some
rooms, the ideal might be to place the
touchscreen monitor ona movable arm.
The arm can be added at any future
date, so no intense planning is required,
and it can be adjusted to suit the user.

Preplanning the
production studio design
Fumiture ideas can come from a num-
ber of sources. Many of the established
Continued on page 33

Fast-track facility construction

Everybody wants a studio built in a hurry. It is possible and
can be done well if certain important ideas are kept in
mind. First and foremost, you buy time with money. If the
project is pushed to fit a short time frame, it will cost more
money to build. No one likes to hear this, but it Is a fact you
can count on.

The second question deals with risk. Murphy doesn‘t
strike more often with a project that Is fast tracked, but the
systems aren’t usually in place to deal with problems
promptly and effectively. So, the decision must be made
to accept the risk and keep to the short timetable or put in
time to prepare effectively for the anticlpated protilems.
Everyone says they’ll take the risk untll the unexpected
happens, which usually means tost air time. If you are not
willing to risk losing air time, then give more time for the
project.

Never stop planning

Plan as much of the project in advance as possible.
Whatever time is available, put it to good use. Continue to
plan during the execution. The more you and your staff
know about the project and the more contingency
planning is done, the better prepared you are to daal with
the problems that arise. Know where every piece of
equipment goes and where every wire goes. Plan the
design, the installation, the documentation, the testing and
the move. There is no such thing as too much planning.

Manage your manpower carefully

Have vendors turnkey as much of the project as you can
afford. Make sure you select vendors who have a track
record for getting the job done in the required amount of
time. Many vendors can do an excellent job, but may not
deliver in the required fime frame. If there is money to
turnkey only part of the project, choose the part of the
project that is the most complicated. Then hire iocal
contract help to execute the remaining part of the project.
Don’t expect your staff (If you have one) to devote ail their
time to the new construction uniess you don‘t care about
maintaining the existing facllity. Their time, and yours, must
be split between the existing studios and the new studios.
The better way Is to hire local contract help to concentrate
on the project. If the project is large and you are not up to
the task, or you do not have the time for project manage-
ment, hire someone locally to manage the project. This
may seem to be wasted money, but it is important to have
someone who has a grasp of the big picture and can keep
the project moving.

While we are talking about staff, remember they are
people who have limlts. Everyone needs sleep and some
time off. No matter how much the project is pressed for
time, it Is vital to have the staff get adequate sleep. if they
are too tired, mistakes get made. Some may be unrecover-
abie. If necessary, rotate the shifts so the work gets done

and the crew gets rest. If It is possibie to throw in an
aftemoon off, all the better. Don’t stretch the staff to their
limits; the cost of the fime saved may be too high.

Have the people on your team specialize. There Is time
later for everyone to learn the varlous systems. During the
project, far more is accomplished when one person does
wiring for the studio, another does wiring for the rack room,
another installs equipment and another does final testing.
All answer to you or the project coordinator, who Is
keeping track of how the project is progressing.

Documentation is vital

There may not be time far some things, but documenta-
tion should not one of them. Don’t skimp on documenta-
fion. It is too important to be left out or done in a slipshod
manner, Create a standard by which all wiring will be
done. See that the staff follows this standard. Create a
standard for all numbering and labeling. Last, have a
standard form to keep record of the wire runs and see that
all of the staff use it properly. Do It right the first time. It is
fime consuming to go back iater and do correct docu-
mentation, and more than likely, it will never get done.

Plan the move down to each detail

Choreograph the move and plan the order of tasks that
need to be done. Assign tasks to the various members of
the crew. For example, a move from an old studio to a new
studio might go like this:

* The new wiring and equipment are tested in advance of
the move.

» Prepare a checklist for thie move.

» Have someone be responsible for the RF change (if there
is one).

» Have someone remove the old equipment and move it
to the new location.

+ While this is happening, have someone else double-
check preparations in the new studio.

» The crew that removed the old equipment can reinstall it
in the new studio.

* Have someone start a final check of the studio. The
check should include the phone, ciocks, headphones, air
monitors, air lights, levels and all the equipment in the
studio.

The most difficult part of a fast-track construction project
is keeping the existing facility running weill. The last thing the
disc jockeys want to hear is how the engineers are working
on getting the new studios built and don’t have time to fix
the broken equipment in the existing studios. Be prepared
and find time to maintain the old studios. If you don’t, it is
guaranteed that the air staff willremember the hell they
went through long after the pleasure of the new studio has
worn off, o)
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Producing on-line audio

A new use for audio on the Intemet has developed with
the explosive growth of the World Wide Web (WWW). Audio
on the net no longer refers to a file that is avaliable for
someone to download from some remote computer for
some unrelated later use.

On-line audio can now have context. it can be associ-
ated with something else: a graphic image. a complex
concept that benefits from an aural explanation or the
promotion of an audio CD. New uses are belng thought of
every day. These new uses bring a different set of produc-
tion challenges.

The use of audio as part of a multiple media experience
Is made possible by the basic design of the World Wide
Web and programs called browsers, which are used to
search and display the Web content. There are text-only
browsers and browsers that display different graphics and
sound formats.

The bulk of the graphical browsers in the world are
accessing the Web over 14.4kb/s modems. The audlo
formats, production tools and techniques discussed here
are geared to this level of delivery. On a typical 14.4kb/s
modem, experience has shown that data throughput
ranges from 900-1,300 bytes/sec, usuaily around 1,100 bytes/
sec. (Some phone lines accessing some service providers
may yleld other rates.)

Coping with narrow bandwidth

This data pipeline limitation defines much of the audio
used on the WWW today. In order for audio to be at least
minimally convenient on the Web, smaller file size needs to
be maintained.

At the CD levei of audio quality, 16 bits are used to
describe the voitage of each audio sample and 44,100
samples are saved every second. This hogs approximately
5MB of storage space for every track-minute of audio
(double for stereo and so on).

The storage “hit” or download time of digital audio is
minimized by the reduction of the number of bits used to
represent the analog voltage of the audio sample, the
reduction of the number of samples taken per second, the
use ofdata compression of some type or all three.

File formats

The most popular formats used in ondine audio fallinto
two categories:
1. Files that need to be downloaded first and;
2. Files that will “stream” (play immediately after being
clicked on) through a 14.4kb/s modem connection.

The .au, AIFF and most of the MPEG formats need to be
downloaded first then played using “player” software, such
as SoundMachine and MPEG CD. The audio here varies
widely from the lo-fi .au to the high-quality AIFF and MPEG.
The higher the quality, the larger the memory and transmis-
slon requirements are.

RealAudio is a new format for use on Web pages. It is
designed fo allow the audio to “stream” to your desktop
without downloading first. The immediacy provided by " .ra”
files is particularly appealing when using audio on the Web.
The RealAudio player and encoder are available from the

Progressive Networks Web site listed at the end of this article.

Another similar system is Sfreamworks from Xing Technol-
ogy. Unlike RealAudio, which is currently limited to on-
demand playback, Streamworks can provide reak-time,
continuous programming, and it supports high-speed (ISDN)
Interconnections. (RealAudio expects to support similar
services soon.)

All of the encoding software for the above formats have
some capability to take audio files that have various “bit
depths” (or resolution levels) and sampling rates, and
convert them to some target format. You might take a .wav
file that was recorded with 16 bits and sampled at 22,050

By Dave Harris

samples per second, and using a single application,
convert it to a .au (pronounced ~dot-a-u”) file, which Is 8
bits at 8,000 samples per second using plaw compression
(European telephony standard).

Many trade-offs are made In these conversions. The
sample rate and bit depth can be converted by the
encoding software or as part of the production process
prior to encoding. | prefer to do the conversions before
encoding, using higher-quality filtering and conversion
utilities than those found In the all-in-one encode programs.
In this way, the dynamics and character of each audio
production can be considered separately. The encoder
only needs to do the data compression.

To achieve the best sample rate conversion, high-quality
pre-fitering should be used (done In the digital domain if
possible) to minimize any aliasing arising from out-of-band
(higher than the Nyquist frequency) audio energy. This
filtering will tailor the bandwidth to fit the target sample
rate. That is, the highest frequency in the audio file should
be one-half the final sampling frequency. if your final
product will use an 8k sample rate, then the audio should
cut off at 4kHz.

Aithough it Is a good idea to keep ful-frequency originals
of your raw audio, this bandlimiting should be done early In
the production so that your editing and mixing decisions
are based on the sound of the final product.

Now, what about those bits? Many think that if thelr end
product is going to be 8 bits, it.might as weil be recorded at
8 bits in the first place. This assumption probably contributes
the most to poor-quality on-line sound. The bit conversion
should be the last step in the production.

Production tips

All manipulations of the audlio in the digital domain
(editing. level changes. equalization, mixing. etc.) produce
changes in the audio, which require more bits to describe
than were used in the original file. The extra bits, which high-
quality production software adds during processing, are
later taken away in order to restore the file format.

The errors in the reconstruction process manifest them-
selves as noise and are additive throughout a production, It
is for this reason that the resolution of the audio in bits
should be kept as high as possible (usually 16 bit) during
production processing and converted to 8 bit only after all
production is completed.

Another thing to keep In mind about 8-bit audio is that
low-level sounds, which are easily represented In 16 bits,
often cut completely off in an 8-bit word, causing the signal
to drop to zero. In other portions of a file, where the audio is
low, but not low enough to cut to silence, the shortage of
available bits causes the sound to jump up and down
between voltage steps, which are much wider than the
actual variation in the original audio.

These distortions cannot be eliminated, but they can be
minimized by retalning the highest possible audio level
through the conversion from 16 bit to 8 bit. One well-known
application for bit-depth conversion (or normalization) is L1
from Waves (also available in the Waveconvert package).
Itincludes a look-ahead limiter to maximize the signal level
during conversion and noise shaping to minimize apparent
noise.

Further information on audio formats can be found on
the World Wide Web at hitp://www.cis.ohio-state.edu/
hypertext/faq/usenet/audio-fmts/top.html. Progressive
Networks information is located at http://
www.realaudio.com/. Xing Technologies is at hitp://
www xingtech.com. Production tools for Macintosh can be
found on the DAW-Mac Homepage at http:// {
www.bakalite.com/Daw-Mac.html. B

Dave Harris is president of Harris Consulting, Woodacre, CA.
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Comtinued from page 29

broadcast furniture designer/builders
are familiar with the problems of de-
signing for current analog and future
digital. They can be a valuable resource.
Furniture constructed for multimedia
use can also provide some good ideas.
While large audio consoles aren't usu-
ally in the furniture, there may be some
ideas regarding keyboard and monitor
placement that might be worth using.
Again, the furniture/equipment layout
needs to be easy to operate and equip-
ment needs to be arranged in a logical
fashion. It is likely the digital replace-
ments can do more than their analog
predecessors. Keep this in mind during
the design phase. Pay attention to reach
distances, sight lines and counter space.

originals, it is time to explore locations.
Take the criteria listed previously and
select multiple possible locations. Dur-
ing the selection process, get input from
the disc jockeys. They will give insight to
problems encountered by the user. This
may also be the time (o alier the original
analog design 10 beuter fit the changes
for the digital fuure. Don’t be afraid to
experiment with the design. The final
product may be a compromise between
the optimum analog studio and opti-
mum digital studio, but a workable com-
promise is more cost-effective than start-
ing all over with a digital studio.

Other issues

Some other items to consider in the
design of the productdon room might be
wiring and lighting, If wiring changes can

One of 13 broadcast studios in the new ABC Radio Network's headquarters in Dallas.
Each studio occupies about 225 square feet, and includes a variety of digital and
analog equipment. Flexible planning also allows easy future updates.

Jocks will still need to see clocks, timers,
other jocks and copy. They need some
elbow room, and the space needs to feel
comfortable.

Armed with all this information, it is
now time (o put pencil to paper and do
a rough sketch of the furniture. Start out
with a drawing of how the studio will
look in its analog form. Pay attention to
all the ergonomic considerations. Refer
to the carlier description of the function
of the items in the room. Make sure the
analog design meets as many of the
functional requirements as possible.
Then mark all the devices that are likely
candidates for digital replacement. De-
cide what form the replacements are
likely to take. If they will occupy the
same locaton as their analog counter-
parts, you are home free. If the replace-
ment involves devices larger than the

be done easily, it may be better to wait
and sce what the future needs might be.
Otherwise, at least a LAN cable or two
should be run for future use. It is likely
that the venture into the digital world
might not only involve the production
room, but the on-air studio as well. The
two studios will need to be digially
interconnected. Also, remember that
commercials are a likely candidate for
digital storage and a LAN connection
to the traffic department might also be
in order.

With regard to lighting, flexibility is
the key. In the digital studiq, it is likely
that CRT monitors will be in use. Glare
can be difficult to control unless you
have some flexibility in the lighting
Track lighting may be the easiest to
install. Putting the lights on a dimmer or
several dimmers gives even more con-

Future-proof

production stu

trol. Also, pay attention to any outside
windows that might contribute to glare
on the monitor screen.

Don'’t forget the role of vendors in the
planning process. Most of the broadcast
equipment vendors can supply valuable
information about the equipment being
considered for the studio. Perhaps they
even know manufacturer’s plans for fu-
ture products. On the other hand, some-
times the broadcaster must educate the
vendar. For example, the decision is
made 0 go with a local cabinet maker
rather than one of the large broadcast
furniture builders. The local vendor will
need to be cducated on the need for
attendon to the interior spaces of the
furniture. There are now new and differ-
ent concerns regarding wire chases, rout-
ing of power cables, ventilation and
noise control. If the overbridge is (o be
removed at a future date, the cabinet
maker needs to design in easy removal.
Work with vendors to get the most out of
the planning process.

The human factor

The mostimportant issue in changing
over to digital is how easily the stafl is
going to adapt. Some jocks feel more
comfortable with redundantsystems that
are analog. Some won't even touch digi-
tal devices, while others can’t wait to use
the new “toys.” Because it is likely that
commercial spots are candidates for
digital storage, the jock has to be com-
fortable with the technology and the
systems involved. If severe mistakes are
made, it could result in lost revenue.
The wransitdon time should be planned.
Ease in the new devices. In appropriate
areas, plan to have analog and digital
side by side, so the old system can be
phased out and the new one phased in.
The transition becomes more compli-
cated but consideration is given 10 hu-
man nature’s reluctance to change.

They know more about their job than
you do and their input is needed. And
when it is time for the change, train
them in the use of the new equipment.
The more the staffis trained, the more
comfortable they are and the more
time engineering can spend on other
projects. B

I\Egore’f Bryant Is the director of engi-
neering and technical operations at ABC
Radio Networks, Dallas.

V4

{ For more information
on production studio
equipment, circle (100)
on Reply Card.
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Get ready for
dial-up digital
audio.

By Theodric Young

I.E-Ifl'q-ﬁ rEYRFEST ’tl-’l?i.n :j

Using ISDN
Or remotes

As ISDN becomes widely available, broadcasters have begun to use
it in earnest. With appropriate equipment, ISDN allows near CD-
quality audio backhaul at affordable rates. Soon, there will be no
excuse for noisy, bandlimited remotes or news feeds.

ver the past few vears,
more broadcasters
have been using

switched digital telecommu-
nications to get their audio
from one place to another.
Switched digital services have
largelv replaced satellite com-
munications as a more eco-
nomical method of point-to-
point wansmission of high-
quality audio. For about the
price of a phone call, you can
send broadcast-quality audio
back from the field.

Unlike satellite feeds, these
connections are inherently
bidirectional - you can send
and receive audio at equally
high fidelity on a single
switched-digital circuit. This
allows high-quality monitor-
ing and program back-feed-
ing at remotes, along with flex-
ible audio transmissions be-
tween stations and networks.
Bridges offered by telephone
companies can allow point-
to-multipoint distribution.

Switched-56

The first type of switched
digital service available in the
United States was Switched-
56.This line provides a single,
full-duplex, synchronous data
channel between two locations
on a dial-up basis that oper-
ates at a data rate of 56,000
bits per sccond (56kb/s). The
wwodiflerent types of Switched-
56 lines include 2-wire and 4-
wire. The type available to you
will depend upon the type of
central office switching equip-
ment that is used by your
local phone company.

\ Switched-56 line will not
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work with a standard analog
telephote. You need a special
piece of terminal equipment
at the end of the line. This
equipment is known as a
CSU/DSU (channel service
unit/data service unit). The
CSU/DSU handles the dial-
ing and call setup on the
Switched-56 line, and trans-
lates the data between the telco
newwork’s alternate mark in-
verted (AMI) transmission for-
mat and a standard hardware
interface format, such as V.35
or RS-232.

ISDN

The successor to Switched-
56 is the Integrated Services
Digital Network (ISDN), which
is intended to bccome the
standard universal phone ser-
vice of the future. ISDN is
based on a set of standards
and recommendations from
the International Telephone
and Telegraph Consultative
Committee (CCITT) for send-
ingvoice and data over asingle
digital telephone network. Al-
though ISDN has been avail-
able in Europe and Japan for
some time, it has only be-
come widely available in the
United States in the past few
years. If it is available in your
area, ISDN is preferable to
Switched-56. An ISDN line
usually costs less than a
Switched-56 line and can pro-
vide more than twice the digi-
1al bandwidth.

Like Switched-56. an ISDN
line has to be installed by your
phone company, and in most
cases, it cannot be routed
through a PBX. These lines

use standard, unshielded
twisted pairs (UTP) of copper
telephone wires, however, so
you probably won’t need to
have new wires run to or
through your building to carry
the service.

The standard implemen-
tation of ISDN is the Basic
Rate Interface (BRI) line.
BRI includes two full-duplex,
synchronous 64kb./s bearer
signals (B channels) plus a
16kb/s data signal (D chan-
nel) that is used for call signal-
ing and for sending X.25
packet data. This configura-
tion is often referred to as a
2B+D circuit.

Just as in Switched-56, vou
need a special piece of termi-
nal equipment to connect (o
the ISDN line. This is called a
terminal adapter (TA). It con-
verts a standard data interface
into the two-binary, one qua-
ternary (2B1Q) format used
by the ISDN network. The
single, twisted-pair ISDN line
that shows up on your door-
step is known as a U-interface.
You will need a device called
an NT-1 to change this U-
interface into a 4-wire S/T
interface. Many TAs nowcome
with a built-in NT- 1, eliminat-
ing the need for this extra
piece of equipment.

Some TAs allow vou 10
make two simultaneous data
calls to different locations on
each of the B channels, at
either 56 or 64kb/s. Some
also allow you 1o use inverse
multiplexing (IMUX) to com-
bine both B channels into a
single 128kb/s datastream
(more on this later).




Audio codecs

The ISDN (or Switched-56) line is
nothing more than a data transmission
path. To use this channel for sending
audio, you must turn your analog audio
signal into a digital bitstream. A device
that encodes and decodes audio into
data is called a codec (short for coder/
decoder). A codec is inserted between
conventional audio equipment and the
terminal equipment for the switched digi-
tal network, as shown in Figure 1.

There are many different protocols for
encoding digital audio. For example, the
stereo audio on a CD uses linear 16-bit
PCM encoding with a 44.1klHz sample
rate, which produces data at a rate of
about 1,400kb/s. This is much more
data than can be carried by a switched
digital circuit. By using a specialized bit-
rate reduction (or “data-compression”)
algorithm, however, this data can be con-
verted by the codec into a lower bit rate,
allowing it to be transmitted over avail-
able switched digital channels while re-
taining reasonable fidelity.

The most widely used method of send-
ing audio over switched digital telecom-
munication lines is a CCITT protocol
known as G.722. This technique uses
statistical models of human speech to
digitally compress a 7.5kHz monaural
audio signal down to 56 or 64kb/s. The
result, although a tremendous improve-
ment over analog phone lines, is still a far
cry from CD-quality audio. The fact that
this form of digital audio can be sent over
Switched-56 lines has made G.722
codecs common in radio stations. (One
manufacturer has developed a propri-
etary 15kHz mono vanant of G.722
called Turbo G.722, which operates at
112 or 128kb/s)

Perceptual coding

In the quest for higher-quality digital
audio at lower bit rates, a number of
digital compression algorithms have been
developed that rely on perceptual coding
techniques. Most of these algorithms
make use of the psychoacoustic phe-
nomenon known as masking to repre-
sent audio with fewer bits.

Using a perceptual coding algorithm,
extremely high compression ratios are
achievable, allowing high-quality audio
to be tansmitted or stored at low bit
rates. As the bit rate gets lower, however,
more audio information has to be dis-
carded. Eventually, some noticeable deg-
radation of the audio will occur. Tradi-
tional methods for testing audio equip-
ment are meaningless with this new tech-
nology, however. The only proven way to
evaluate the quality of these coding algo-
rithms is to conduct extensive subjective
listening tests on a variety of different
audio sources.

The Motion Picture Expert Group
(MPEG), under the direction of the Inter-
national Standards Organization (ISO),

Audio Processing | DRT128 apt-X100 56 to 128
Technology (APT)
DSM100 apt-X100 56 to 384 Yes No
Comrex Comoration | DXP.1 (xmit), Turbo G.722 5610 128 No No
DXR.1 (rcv)
Nexus Turbo G.722 5610 128 Yes Yes
DX100 apt-X100 56 to 256 Yes No
DX200 ISO/MPEG Layer 2, 56.t0 384 Yes No
. ~ Tumo G722 ) S
Dolby Labs DP523, DP524 Dolby AC-2, 56 10 384 No No
| Dolby AC-3
Intraplex Series 4400 = ISO/MPEG Layer 2, 56 to 128 Yes Yoo
G.722
MPR Teltech LIl Blue ISO/MPEG Layer 2 64 to 384 Yes No
Capella ISO/MPEG Layer 2 56 to 384 No No
MUSICAM USA | CDQPRIMA  ISO/MPEG Layer 2, 56 to 384 Yes Yes
{formerly CCS series G.722
Audio Products)
CDQ 2000, ISO/MPEG Layer 2 56 to 384 No No
2001
CDQ1000 ISOMPEG Layer 2, 56, 64 No No
G.722
Micro series G.722 56, 64 No No
RE America RE660 (xmit),  1SO/MPEG Layer 2, 56 to 384 Yes No
| RESS1 (rcv) G722
RE662 (xmit), = 1SO/MPEG Layer 2, 5610 384 Yeos Yoo
{ RES663 (rcv) G.722
Telos Systems Zephyr ISO/MPEG Layer 2, 56 to 128 Yes Yes
ISO/MPEG Layer 3,
| G.722,

Table 1. Audio codecs avdilabie today, with a few of their basic parameters.

complex than the previous one and is
designed to sound better at decreasing
bit rases. For example, Layer 2 was opti-
mized for 128kb/s per audio channel,
while Layer 3 was targeted to still sound
good at 64kb/s.

Technically, the MPEG standard only
defines the decoding algorithm, which

has conducted listening tests on a num-
ber of different perceptual coding algo-
rithms in recent years, and eventually
adopted a set of digital audio compres-
sion standards. MPEG recommended
three different compression algorithms,
known as Layer 1, Layer 2 and Layer 3.
In ascending order, each layer is more

l AUDIO — » CODEC |+ °*®* =/ ISDN |« »/NT-1/4—s ISDN
(@) 6akbis TERMINAL ' NETWORK
VO < (WAMUX) f¢—24KP5 o ADAPTER .
| ] . :
[ [
| [ ] [ ]
AUDIO — > 128k ISDN | —> <—» ISDN
(b) covec [+—12en__ |l [+—{NT1] pedeicar i
| Vo - or highar ADAPTER °
(WAIMUX) &
[ ]
[ ]
SIGNAL Analog, V.35, X.21,
s AES/EB! RS-422, 449
Lm““"“- or EN£30 -

Figure 1. Basic block diagram of Inverse-muttiplexed audio data transmission via ISDN,
showing varlous signal formats employed. In (a).IMUX is handled by codec at both
ends of the circuit, using any IMUX protocal that both codecs share. In (b), a higher-
speed data signal is sent to the TA, which applies the standard BONDING protocol.
Some TAs do not offer IMUXIng. while others can apply it to six or more B channels. Some
codecs include a TA (and In some cases, an NT-1) internally.
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Using ISDN

for remotes

should be identical in every decoder. The
real magic of these algorithms lies in the
encoder, and how well they work de-
pends upon how the available bits arc
allocated. Refinements 1o the encod-
ing algorithm are being made all the
time, and some manufacturers claim
that their encoding sounds much bet-
ter than other systems. A few codecs are
equipped with a method of upgrading
the internal software (o take advantage

Tweedle Dee.

' ]
Mlmﬂluva Bayonet  Midget Flange Wodge Base

Tweedle Dumb.

Sub-midget flange

of new refinements in coding algorithms.

Choosing a codec

Several things need to be considered
when choosing from the many audio
codecs available. (See Table 1) For ex-
ample, some systems house their en-
coder and decoder in separate units,
while others combine both units in one
chassis. Some are more scalable than
others, meaning that they can be oper-
ated over a wider range of bit rates. Some
can operate in several different modes
(mono, stereo, dual mono, joint stereo),
while others arc more limited. (Dual
mono operation allows two independent

'll

Tele-siide Wedge base

| Direct replacement LED lamps add value 4 ways. ‘

You wouldn’t use a vacuum tube if a
transistor was available, so why go on
using incandescent bulbs now that
LEDTRONICS offers direct replacement
| LED lamps?

LEDs last up to 20 times longer so
they slash maintenance costs and down
time.

LEDs help other components last
longer by generating almost no heat
and thus reducing ambient temperatures.

LEDs consume up to 90% less

energy so they reduce utility costs and
batteries last longer.

LEDs can tolerate more shock |
and vibration so they are ideal for
severe duty applications.

Fot more information on our direct
replacement LEDs, call us at (310) 534-
1505 or FAX us at (310) 534-1424

LEDTRONI/ICS

More Choices, More Light.

—— |
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mono audio channels to be coded simul-
taneously without crosstalk; joint sterco
exploits the commonality between chan-
nels of a stereo signal for additional
compression.) All codecs require some
processing time (o apply their data com-
pression, but some introduce longer
throughput delay than others. (Long-de-
lay codecs may require alternate moni-
toring schemes for live announcers.)

\ growing number of codecs can oper-
ate at higher bit rates than 128kb/s. For
ISDN application, this implies the use of
additional IMUXing across muliiple BRI
circuits. Hardware is available from au-
dio codec manufacturers for IMUXing
up to three BRI circuits (i.e, up to six B
channels), allowing high-quality transmis-
sions up to 384kb/s. In most cases, the
BONDINGDprotocol is used for IMUXing,
It can be applied cither in the TA, the
codec or a separate IMUXing box. (Sex
Figure 1) The term BONDING has be-
come somewhat synonymous with in-
verse multiplexing, but it is actually an
acronym for a specific IMUX algorithm.
The acronym is derived from Bandwidth
ON Demand INteroperability Group. If
IMUXing is applied in the codec, a pro-
prietary algorithm may be used.

BONDING is called a “set-and-pray”
algorithm, meaning that it establishes its
synchronization across multiple B chan-
nels only when the call is initially set up.
If anything changes during the transmis-
sion (e.g, a line drops or synchronization
is lost), no recovery is possible without
starting over. CCITT has developed a new
IMUX protocol known as J.52, which
would allow dynamic monitoring of the
inverse multiplexing process. To do so,

J1.52 takes up asmall amount of the ISDN

bandwidth throughout the transmission
(unlike BONDING, which is inactive af-
ter call initalization). Given smart enough
hardware, ].52 would allow a codec to
adjust its output data rate - and a TA w
redial and resynchronize - in the event of
a lincloss during an IMUXed transmis-
sion. But the complexity of ].52 and the
acceptable performance of BONDING has
kept manufacturers from quickly imple-
menting the new standard, leaving BOND-
ING as the de facto IMUX standarl.
Some codecs include built-in ISDN
terminal adapters, either with or without
NT-1 interfaces. Memory on some such
codecs can be used to store call setup
information. Several codecs ofler ancil-
lary data transmission of up o 9.6kb/s,
and/or contol inputs and closures, us-
ing their compression algorithims’ auxil-
iary packet-data capacity. A few systems
provide AES/EBU or S/PDIF digital
audio 170, as well. Other options include
Windows software for external PC con-
trol of codecs, on-hoard diagnostics and
other display features, and variable audio
sampling rates. (For voice or other re-
duced-bandwidth applications, a lower
initial sampling rate like 16 or 24kHz
requires less data compression to pro-



duce a sufficiently low output bit-rate.)

‘The configuration you choose from all of these options will
depend upon your particular application(s). You may also want
to make sure that your codec has the same data interface (V.35,
RS-449, X.21, etc) as your TA or CSU/DSU, although data
interface converters are available.

Problems with ISDN

Deployment of ISDN is not yet complete, and in many rural
areas the service will not be available for some time. Most areas
should have ISDN access by the end of 1996, however, at
prices comparable to standard tclephone service. But having
ISDN service and hardware installed doesn’t mean that using
it for audio backhaul will be easy. Numerous compatibility
issues must be soried out before your ISDN audio transmis-
sion is truly “plug and play.”

Firsy, your terminal adapter must be properly configured to
your telephone company’s specific flavor of ISDN. (Four
variations of ISDN service can be encountered in the United
States alone.) This should be sorted out when your service is
established and your line is issued its senvice profile identifier
(SPID), which includes the line’s dial-up numbers. Next, your
codec must be compatible with the codec in use at the other
end. Even when the same algorithm is employed, variations
between manulacturers or models can create incompatibili-
ties. Finally, if IMUXing is used, these compatibility problems
can be compounded.

Long-distance remotes can be particularly appealing with
ISDN because of the relatively low cost of senvice, but dealing
with two diflerent phone companies and a long-distance carrier
complicates matters. For this reason, a number of service
bureaus offer “packaging” of long-haul ISDN links. These
businesses work with radio stations to determine their needs
for a remote link, then deal with the various telcos to imple-
ment the service. The station pays no fee for the packaging
because the service bureaus take a commission on the sale
from the telcos they work with (similar to travel agents). Some
service bureaus also can provide terminal equipment and
codecs on a rental or lease basis.

Multiple codings

While the digital audio data compression used in 1ISDN
transmission is a tremendously enabling technology, it also has
a dark side. As digital audio compression technology pervades
the broadcast indusury, broadcasters need to be aware of the
ellects of multiple generations of coding on audio programming.

Because the perceptual coding algorithms attempt to use as
few bits as possible to represent an audio signal, a fair amount
of quantizing noise is added in the encoding process. In general,
the algorithms are clever about where they add this noise, trying
to add it only in places where you cannot hear it because it is
masked by adjacent louder frequencies. But running this audio
through the same encoding and decoding process over and over
will add more and more noise and artifacts to the original audio.
Eventually, perhaps after five or six iterations, this noise will
exceed the masking threshold and become audible.

For this reason, it may be wise to avoid digital compression
systems unless absolutely necessary. In addition, using more
bits for coding audio (i.e, applying a lower data-compression
ratio) will introduce less noise, so it is advantageous to use
higher bit rates whenever possible. In most cases, less compres-
sion also means less throughput detay.

Used sensibly, ISDN and digital audio codecs can provide
broadcasters with powerful, flexible and cost-effective ways to
transport audio signals, either across the street or around the
planet. Q)

TheodricVoung_is satellite systems gngineer for Monitor I?Gd}o,
Boston and chief engineer at WMBR-FM, Cambridge, MA.

/_ Fo;nore in?ormcn‘lon o:dlgitcl audio code;s, ci;c_le - ]

(101) on Reply Card. See also "Audioc Coders &
Decoders,” p.49 of the BE Buyers Guide.

NEW! it's MATCHBOX II!

The industry's best
“balancing box” is now even better!

All four outputs adjustable
HI-GAIN mode for digital editors

Pro-grade gold-plated RCA jacks
More dynamic range

A better product...for the same price!
Over 15,000 Matchboxes are in use worldwide

HENRY ENGINEERING

503 Key Vista Drive

Sierra Madre, CA 91024 USA

TEL (818) 355-3656

FAX (818) 355-0077

FAX-on-Demand Doc #120 (818) 355-4210

Circle (9) on Reply Card

You
can measure...

with the best monitor and the most accurate test set.
The FMM-2/FMS-2 series monitors provide an even greater degree of
precision measurement than ever before...You can measure S/N below
90 dB, You can measure crosstalk below 85 dB, You can measure separations
of better than 70dB, You can measure frequency response to better than
0.25 dB, You can measure distortions to lower than 0.01%, and much more . ..
Our uncluttered panels and autoranging voltmeters make these measure-
ments a dream.

B E L. A R cALL 610-687-5550 Fax 610-687-2686
ELECTRONICS LABORATORY, INC.
LANCASTER AVENUE AT DORSET, DEVON, PENNSYLVANIA 19333
Calt or write for more information on Belar AM, FM, Stereo, SCA and TV monitors.
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Field Report:

Denon
DN-995R
MiniDisc

recorder

By Christopher H. Scherer

Features
at a glance:

¢ Small size (three across in
a rack)

¢ long record times

* Non-proprietary media
format

» Versatile connection
options

* Parallel remote control
« Tally and cue indications

¢ Intemaland extemal clock
synchronization

¢ Easy-to-use controls
¢ PC control In Windows

Christopher H. Scherer, CBRE, is
chief engineer at WMMS-FM,
Cleveland.

changed our lives. Many types of media

are available now that take advantage of
the benefits, some of them proprietary and
some of them becoming universal. Imagine
the ease of DAT tape, with (he random
access of compact discs, and you imagine
MiniDisc.

The MiniDisc uses magneto-optical re-
cording for a robust, recordable and re-
usable storage system. Using the Adaptive
Transform Acoustic Coding (ATRAC) data-
reduction scheme, up to 74 minutes can be
recorded onto a single disc. The Denon DN-
995R is a MiniDisc recorder, built to act
and function like a cart machine. With the
familiar layout Denon uses on its CD play-
ers, jumping in and using the DN-995R
should be simple.

It is understood that digital audio has

The controls

The basic controls are well-marked and
easy to use. The PLAY/PAUSE and STDBY/
CUE (standby) are lit but-
tons that can easily be seen.
As the name implies, PLAY/
PAUSE is a toggle function.
The STDBY/CUE is used to
cue to the last PAUSE point
or the new track selected.
Track selection is done with
the rotary SELECT knob.
The PLAY MODE selector
is behind the select knob,
allowing for single track or
continuous play. The RECord
switch lens is red, and when
pushed, glows brightly so
there is no mistake that you
are recording.

The SEARCH buttons al-
low frame-by-frame cuing of
a selection. Time elapsed
and remaining is toggled using the DISPlay
button, and it is possible to listen to the end
of a track using the END MONitor button.
The length of the end monitor is adjustable
in the machine setup. These last buttons
also have secondary functions when labeling
individual tracks. The MODE button is used
to access the editing functions, such as track
or disc labeling, and moving, combining or
splitting of tracks.

The large FJECT button is to the right of
the disc slot. This is a mechanical eject, and
it will be interesting to see the long-term
wear of the mechanism; it does feel sturdy
when the machine is new. Also, it is possible
to lock-out ¢ject during playback or record-
ing to prevent accidental use.

The {luorescent display shows quite a bit
of information. The 24-segment peak-level
meter is enough to give you a good indica-
tion of the audio level. There is also a 13-
character matrix display for time and track
label information. The 3-digit track number
indication could be larger, especially for an
on-air application.

Other indications are: Eject Lock, TOC
(table of contents), EDIT, CUE, REM (to
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The Denon
DN-995R is a
MiniDisc
recorder, built
to act and
function like a
cart machine.

show elapsed or remaining time indica-
tion), VARI and DIGITAL IN.

The controls’ positions are similar to
other Denon products, giving them a famil-
iar feel. The PLAY/PAUSE and STDBY/
CUE buttons are bright enough (0 easily be
seen and recognized, and because they have
chip LEDs instead of lamps, the lamps will
not need frequent replacement.

The ins and outs

The rear panel is filled with connectors.
Analog audio in and out is through XLR
connectors, as are the AES/EBU connec-
tions. Next to the analog XLRs are the level
set trim pots. There is a 9-pin D-sub for
RS-232C or RS-422A (switchable) connec-
tion, and a 25-pin D-sub for parallel remote
connection. Two BNC connectors for exter-
nal synchronization are internally switch-
able for high or low impedance. There is
also a headphone jack (!/s-inch TRS), but
without a level control, it is probably better
suited for an unbalanced
audio out.

Denon also provides the
ACD-19 sofiware package
to interface a PC running
Windows to control the ma-
chine functions. This makes
the task of labeling tracks
less tedious than when you
use the front-panel controls.

Some features on the DN-
995R really are special. You
can access a menu of op-
tions by pressing the MODE
and STDBY/CUE buttons
simultaneously. This menu
has all the operational set-
tings, such as SCMS en-
able/disable, eject lock dur-
ing playback/recording, cue
detect level and so on. There are actually 29
options you can change, and the 30th entry
is the software version number.

The selection of analog or digital inputs is
in this menu, and it is an option I would
prefer to see elsewhere, because it is some-
thing that could possibly be changed fre-
quently. However, as the first option choice
in the menu, it is easy to locate.

One option | found particularly useful
tells the machine what to do after playing a
track in the SINGLE play mode. You are
given three choices: Stop, Recue or Next. The
options all have ideal applications in the air
studio, production studio and for live pro-
duction (news or theater) accordingly.

Stop is similar to replay lock-out. When a
track finishes, the machine will not play
again until a track is manually selected.
Recue does just that, it recues the same
track again for play and is perfect for mul-
tiple takes with the same music bed. The
NEXT option cues the player to the next
track in sequence. If the machine was being
used for news actualities, the entire actual-
itv list could be kept on one MiniDisc, and
automatically recue to the next cut, like a



cart. Most of the other options deal
with less-frequently modified settings,
but allow the machine 0 be custom-
ized to suit almost any need.

Another function of the MODE but-
ton is placing CUE points within a
track. Cue points could be used for
simply marking specific
points for alter recall or for
triggering external events
becausethe machine will pro-
vide an open collector or dry
closure output. (The dry clo-
sure is determined by the
tally preset in the software.)
This can be used like a cart’s
secondary tone or the In-
dex 3 on broadcast CDs for
cuing or sequencing.

Editing

Although some basic edit-
ing can be performed on the
DN-995R, don’t throw out
your splicing block and ra-
zor blade just yet. The sim-
plest edit function involves
simply moving tracks. The

plays the last three seconds of audio
so you can hear the edit point. The only
problem | discovered was while trying
to combine two non-adjacent tracks
when the first one was less than 10
seconds long. The machine can
seamlessly play two non-adjacent

machine automatically re-
numbers a disc after moving
tracks, so track selection
progresses numerically.

The actual track is not
moved physically on the disc, but the
User Table of Contents (UTOC) infor-
mation is modified to reflect the change.

You can split an individual track into
two tracks using the DIVIDE function.
A single track is divided, and the two
new tracks are given the name of the
originating track. 1 would have pre-
ferred that it give one of them a modi-
fied name for keeping things straight.

Using the COMBINE function al-
lows you to create a single track from
two adjacent tracks giving the new track
the name of the first one. You can also
erase individual tracks or a complete
disc.

Using these functions, it would be
possible to edit a complete track by
dividing it into several sections, then
moving the wanted sections together in
the proper order and moving the un-
wanted sections out of the way. You
could then combine the wanted pieces
back into a single track, and erase the
tracks that are unwanted. | tried this
using voice tracks for a spot and from a
news actuality, and although tedious, it
can be done. You can even preview a
Combine function by listening to the
tracks in the continuous playback
mode. By playing the first track, and
then letting it play into or cuing up the
second track, you can hear how the
final edit will sound.

Editing music was a bit more diffi-
cult, but not impossible. As you are
shifting a divide point, the DN-995R

The Denon DN-995R MiniDisc cart recorder.

The Windows interface certainly adds
to the function of the machine, and
with two DN-995Rs interfaced to the
same computer, you can copy tracks
from one to the other, supplementing
the editing capabilities. To copy, you
simply select what tracks you want to
copy, which places them in
acopy window. You can then
change the order in which
they will be copied to the
target disc. When the ex-
ecute command is given,
the audio is passed between
decks at real time via the
AES/EBU connection, while
the track information is
passed via the RS-232 /RS-
422 port. You can also ac-
cess all the options that are
available on the front panel
in the Windows software,
with the advantage being that
you can see all of them at
once. The ACD-19 software
can communicate with serial
ports | through 4 on a PC.

Finally, the operating

manual appears as though

tracks, and does so by relocating the
pickup to the second track during the
last 10 seconds of playing the first
track. If it must play four seconds from
one disc location and then continue
from another location, it does not have
enough time to complete its operation.
When you ury 1o combine tracks that
are not adjacent physically, the display
gives the error message “Can’t com-
bine.”

Looking through
the window

The DN-995R comes with software
that allows you to control it through
Windows 3.1. The deck’s 9-pin D-sub
allows connection to an unused COM
port on a PC. The Window’s contro!
panel gives you access to any of the
machine functions, with point-and-click
buttons for accessing the editing and
setup functions, and the interface is
clean and straightforward. There is a
slight delay when a command is given
(Play, Cue), that is barely noticeable.

The real advantage of PC control
appears when labeling and re-labeling
tracks or discs. Because you have a full
ASCII keyhoard, you can easily enter or
change text, instead of (urning a select
knob. Also, track selection is somewhat
simplified since the screen can show
you 10 tracks at one time. Simply click
on the desired track, then click STBY.
CUE. The screen also shows you the
full track title.

it was originally written in a
language other than English,
and then translated by some-
one who does not speak En-
glish as a native language. Although the
meanings can be understood, some-
times the sentence structure is confus-
ing. Perhaps Denon could retranslate
the manual.

TheMiniDisc formathas shown some
acceptance in the audio industry. Its
small size and large (data-reduced) stor-

(Jne useful option
tells the machine
what to do after
playing a track in the
S_NGLE play mode.

age capacity will be attractive for the
space-conscious. The DN-995R is de-
signed to act like a cart machine, giving
it a familiar look and feel, but the long
recording time and physical small me-
dia size do not make it a direct replace-
ment. Some people would naturally be
concerned with the data reduction.
The long record time makes it good
for longer program playback such as
interviews. If MiniDisc is a format you
are interested in trying, you should
consider the Denon DN-995R. )
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DAR laboratory testing
finished

Digilal Audio Radio (DAR) has com-
pleted laboratory testing at the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration’s
(NASA) Lewis Research Center in
Cleveland.

Tested under the sponsorship of the
EIA DAR Subcommittee and the Na-
tional Radio Systems Commitiee’s
(NRSC) Digital Audio Broadcast Sub-
comimittee, collective results were re-
viewed by proponents and Subcommit-
tee members in August. Further evalua-
tions will take place during the Subcom-
mittees’ meetings through the fall.

However, USA Digital, AT&T and the
VOA have filed protests with EIA over
testing procedures used for IBOC (in-
band on-channel) testing. They say that
the equipment used to simulate
multipath interference was adjusted in-
correctly, resulting in poor IBOC per-
formance in multipath rejection tests.
Each system will be field tested in sev-
eral San Francisco stations over the next
few months.

RFl interference may become
private responsibility

The FCC is investigating the idea of

privatizing the handling and resolving of

RFI interference problems.

Following in the footsteps ol Canada
and Great Britain, who already have
privatized RFI handling, the Tampa
Office of the FCC's Compliance and
Information Bureau (CIB) is undertak-
ing a pilot project to determine the
feasibility of such a program in the
United States.

In July, a meeting was held o begin
exploring the possibility of privatization.
Moderator Ralph 3arlow, FCC engineer-
in-chiel, said that RFI represents a prob-
lem 1o the public that is large enough
that the FCC can’t handle italone. Barlow
believes that putting the responsibility in
the hands of the private sector will create
an opportunity for stations to provide a
service and will promote job growth.

Barlow cited the new RFI standards
of the telephone industry saying, “You
may wish to establish liaison with power
companies. Cable companies may wish
to contract with you to resolve interfer-
ence complaints for them. Telephone
companies may refer customers 1o
you.”

Barlow asked attendees for proposals
on the best way to put a program in
place that would allow for the privatized
resolution of RFI interference 1o home
electronic equipment.

Iaal)or Day weekend in Clevelan:
saw the long-awaited opening of the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum. This event attracted radio
and TV coverage {rom 15 countries
and more than 10,000 visitors fcr
the monumental ribbon-cutting cer-
emony.

The opening was the culmination
of more than 10 years of planning
and $92 million. The local Society
of Broadcast Engineers (Chapter 70,
northeast Ohio) extended assistance
to the event and Ameritech installed
about 600 telephone lines, both
POTS and ISDN. The media com-
mand center had a temporary 10C-
line PBX installed and GTE Mobilnet
installed a temporary cell-site on a
crane for additional coverage.

One of the more visible additions
was “Radio Row” at the north end of
East 9th Street. Tents were erected to
house 43 radio stations and net+
works to cover the weekend. Of the

R and R Hall of Fame opens with large radio presence

32 out-of-town visitors, about 20
used ISDN for audio transmission
and backhaul. The SBE helped by
arranging Ameritech assistance, and
in one case, loaned a station com-
plete emergency broadcast setup.
Ameritech installed 20 ISDN and
70 POTS lines for Radio Row.

The Rock lall also includes a per-
manent radio studio on the 5th floor
sponsored by Radio Shack. This stu-
dio houses a Wheatstone A-300 con-
sole, three Denon 961 CD players,
two Tascain reel-to-reels, a Telos di-
rect telephone interface with Delta
Hybrid, a Telos Zephyr ISDN inter-
face, two Technics wrntables and
Electro-Voice RE-20 microphones.

The first station to operate from
the newly built studio was Cleveland’s
WMMS-FM.

Information and photo provided by
Christopher H. Scherer, CBRE, chief en-
gineer at WMMS-FM, Cleveland.

Revised EBS test script allows for
30-second test

—lhe FCC has adopted a revised test
script for EBS testing. When used with
the new 8-second EBS alerting tone,
broadcasters will be able o perform a
weekly test in 30 seconds using the
following steps:

* Discontinue normal programming.

* Broadcast this statement: “The fol-
lowing is a test of the Emergency Broad-
cast System.”

* Transmit the attenuation signal for
eight seconds as specified in Section
11.32 of the FAS rules.

* Broadcast this statement: “This sta-
tion is testing its Emergency Broadcast
System equipment. The EBS will soon
be replaced with the Emergency Alert
System. The EAS will provide timely
emergency wamings. This station serves
the (insert EBS/FAS local area name)
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area. This concludes this Emergency
Broadcast System test.”
* Resume regular programming.
Broadcasters still need 1o make sure
that all EBS tests from their own sta-
tions or stations that they monitor are
recorded in the official station log.

Expanded AM-band proposal
gets its figures checked

I'.ngineen'ng calculations for deciding
who will receive frequency allocations
for the expanded AM band (1605-
1 705kHz) are being rechecked by the
FCC's AM engincers.

The allocation plan had already been
sent to the commissioners by the AM
Branch, and the current checks have
sent it back to the stafl level. Future
proposals by the AM Branch will deter-
mine if the plan may have to be com-
pletely recalculated. ()



BUSINESS

MPR Teltech Ltd., Vancouver, BC,

has been chosen as the supplier of

MPEG audio encoders for Ottawa-based
International Datacasting’s Audio/Data
Satellite Broadcast Systems.

The Telos Systems’ live remote sys-
tem, Zephyr, was demonsuated during
the grand opening of the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame and Museum. Several
broadcasters and syndicators used the
Zephyr including: WCBS, New York;
WXTR, Chicago; WMMR, Philadelphia;
KYYS, Kansas City; WBAB, Long Island;
WEFX, Norwalk; WMMS, Cleveland;
ROCKLINE; the CBS Radio Network
and Westwclod One/The Source.

National Public Radio (NPR), Wash-
ington, DC, is offering technical services
and its stale-of-the-art audio production
facilities in Washington, New York, Chi-
cago and Los Angeles for hire by do-
mestic and international broadcast-
ers. The studios are equipped to handle
call-in programs, live interviews, audio
mixing, voice tracking, and domestic and
international transmission.

DG Systems, San Francisco, CA,
and ABC Radio Networks have
formed an alliance to create a new

digital audio distribution system that
will integrate existing satellite and
landline communications, server and
switching technology, and station traf-
fic and automation systems. The alli-
ance will result in increased flexibility
for network radio advertising, im-
proved access 10 ABC'’s products and
services and streamlined administra-
tive processes for affiliates.

Scientific-Atlanta, Atlanta, GA, has an-
nounced that its satellite digital audio
products now support MPEG audio com-
pression, as well as Scientfic-Atlanta’s
SEDAT audio compression. The com-
pany licensed the MPEG audio technol-
ogy from MPR Teltech, a subsidiary of
BC Telecom, Vancouver, BC. ABC Ra-
dio will receive the first Scientific-Atdanta
digital audio receiver systems incorpo-
rating MPEG and SEDAT.

Communications Data Services, Inc.
of Falls Church, VA, has announced the
availability of the Fryer’s Site Guide
Database on a variety of digital media
including 4mm or 8mm tape, floppy
diskettes, ' /2-inch 9-track magnetic tape
and CD-ROM. The guide is a compre-
hensive listing of teleccommunications
facilities for the United States, including
Alaska and Hawaii. The database pro-
vides latitude/longitude coordinates,

Business/People:

height AGL or AMSL, city name for the
location, and contact information for
owners and managers. For more infor-
mation, call 800-441-0034 or 703-
534-0034.

PEOPLE

Chester A. Massari has been named
vice president-general manager of Har-
ris Allied’s Broadcast Division, Quincy,
IL

David H. Layer has joined the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters as a
senior engineer.

Eric Rhoads, a long-time broadcaster
and station owner, is publishing a col-
lection of more than 900 photographs
chronicling radio’s impact on American
history. The book, “A Blast From The
Past: A Pictorial History of Radio’s First
75 Years,” explores the metamorphosis
of radio from the first broadcast at
Pittsburgh’s KDKA on Nov. 2, 1920, to
the radio talk show phenomenon of
today. For more information, call Celia
Rocks at 704-322-311 1. )]

Pull Listeners with the Finest Audio

The System 1000 Modular Audio Package
* Mono and Stereo Line Level Power DA™s

® Single and Dual Mic-Pre Power DA™s

® Numerous Other Audio Modules

* Remotely Controlled Daughterboards

* Mono & Stereo Card Edge Metering

¢ Redundant Power Supplies
* New - Instant Installation

RAL

...the measure of excellence™

he System 1000 delivars the absolute finest perfor-

mance! All line level ard mic-pre DAs use Power DA
topology for a signal that won’t quit. Daughterboards pro-
vide remote gain, remote mrode control, test signals, voice
overs, reverse [FB, a mono mix, and more. With 10 addi-
tional modules, from a 4x4 mixing router to a 10 channel

loss of audio alarm, thz System 1000 was designed to handle
your specific needs. Like NPR and SMN, do wonders for
your sound by investing in the finest. Call Rory Rall today.

BENCHMARK MEDIA SYSTEMS, INC.
Phone 800-262-4675, FAX 315-437-8113

Circle (28) on Reply Card
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NewProducts

All-solid-state IMW transmitter
Harris Allied
P DX 1000: an all-solid-state megawatt medium-wave transmit-
ter featuring improved on-air reliability; the DX 1000 operates
tive identical 200kW water-cooled power blocks in parallel; each
power block uses 239 identical and interchangeable 1.5kW solid-
state RF amplifiers; the output from individual power blocks is
summed in a 5-way combiner.designed for ‘N-1° operation; if a
fault occurs, the system will retune for 800kW operation and place
the faulted power block into a test mode, allowing on-air mainte-
nance; an industrial-grade programmable logic controller (PLC) is
used for main transmitter control.

Circle (150) on Reply Card

Level converter

Henry Engineering

* Matchbox II: an updated version of Maichbox, a level
converter used 10 interface semi-pro unbalanced audio equip-
ment with professional equipment that requires balanced
audio lines at +4dBm; Matchbox Il features user-program-
mable gain options for compatbility with PowerMac and other
digital audio sources, enhanced audio performance, and up-

graded gold-plated connectors for reliability.

Circle {(151) on Reply Card

Mixing console
Mackie

SR24+4: a 24x4x2x 1 console featur-
ing high headroom, low-noise mic pre-
amps with phantom power; the SR24+4
integrates features from the 8-Bus and the
compact series to provide features such as
3-band EQ with swept mids and smooth
custom faders; console also includes chan-
nel mutes and soloing, six independent
balanced AUX sends with masters,
sweepable MID (100Hz-8kHz) tape assign
to monitor or L./R mix switch, and double

busing to feed eight tracks at once.
Circle (152) on Reply Card

Microphone mixer

Audio-Technica

P SmartMixer: a smarter, quieter and more versatile version of
SmartMixer, a 4-channel automatic microphone mixer; new fea-
tures include: transformerless input design to further minimize
noise, switchable mic/line inputs and outputs, an added master
gain control, switchable phantom power on individual channel,
rms/ peak meter functions and a manual mode switch that allows
the AT-MX341a 10 function like a conventional mixer; each
channel has its own priority pre-select switch and if all priority
switches are off, the SmartMixer opens one mic at a time, switching
to the next only when the controlling channel becomes silent; when
a single channel is set to the “on” priority, that microphone has the
ability 10 override all other microphones; when all channels are set
to the “on” priority, any number of microphones may come on
simultaneously.

Circle (153) on Reply Card
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Stereo encoder

Orban

A 8208 digital stereo encoder: a compact, stand-alone unit that accepts either
analog or AES/EBU digital inputs; all the encoding is accomplished in the digital
domain by a dedicated DSP chip; the digital input automatically synchronizes to
any sampling rate from 32kHz to 48kHz; the 8208 responds to status bits in the
AES/EBU datastream that may be used to tum de-empbhasis on or off; both analog
and digital inputs are electronically balanced and floating on XLR-type connectors
with levels adjustable by recessed front-panel trimpots; rear-panel BNC connectors
are provided for two subcarrier inputs that are summed into the 8208's two
composite outputs.

Circle (156) on Reply Card

Headsets
Audio-Technica
V ATH-M40 and ATH-D40: two models of closed-back, dynamic precision
studiophones; the ATH-M40 features a flat, extended frequency response; the
ATH-D40 provides a bass-enhanced frequency response that is ideal for use with
drums, bass and other low-frequency
sound sources; features include
high SPL capabilities and comfort-
able circumaural earpieces that can
be rotated 180° for 1-ear monitoring;
both models use 40mm drivers with
neodymium magnets and copper-clad
aluminum wire voice coils; each pair
is equipped with an 1 I-foot cable
terminated in a standard !/ +inch con-
nector; the ATH-M40 features a fre-
quency response of 5Hz to 28kHz, a
sensitivity of 100dB and an imped-
ance of 60(); the ATH-D40 oflers a
frequency response of 20Hz to 28kHz,
a sensitivity of 102dB and an imped-
ance of 66(); both models feature a
maximum input power of 1,600mW
at 1kHz.

Circle (155) on Reply Card

Fiber-optic distribution system

BEC Technologies Inc.

¢ Znet a fiber-optic distribution system that is fully compatible with BEC's ProLine
series of digital audio-signal distribution products; the series is comprised of the
AD2 stereo analog input module and the DA2 stereo analog output module, both
of which communicate in 20-bit digital; the modules offer a 2-channel alternative
that acts as a single stereo point-to-point link or can be used to add or drop wo
channels at a time onto a full 64-channel audio local area network (A-LAN); the
modules also provide two additional data channels for control and monitoring by

tying other manufacturer’s equipment into the network
Circle (154) on Reply Card

Compact disc player

Tascam

* CD-301MKIL a second-generation 3U rack-mountable CD player that features
an advanced 1-bit delta-sigma D/A conversion system, an industrial-grade midship-
mounted transport mechanism, balanced and unbalanced outputs, and SP/DIF
digital output; other features include an auto cue function with two sensitivity levels,
remote fader start capability, a single play function, and timer on/off switch; the
unit’s outputs are both XIR +4dBm balanced and RCA -10dBv unbalanced pin

Jjacks; this unit can play 8cm or 12cm compact discs.
Circle (157) on Reply Card
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Think of
Them as
Reference
Monitors
You Can
Wear

When you need to hearjexactly what
you've recorded.. nothing more,
nothing less... then only Sennheiser’s
HD 25 SP will do. Excellent isolation;
with clear; accurate reproduction
are the trademarks of these reference=
quality headphones, Plus, they're
MUCH more comfortable than
wearing speakers,

Your project studjp is incomplete
without the HD 25 SP., Check them out
today at your loca¥ Sennheiseridealer,

6 VISTA DRIVE, P.0. BOX 987, OLD LYME, (T 06371
TEL: 203.434.9190 - FAX: 203.434.1759
IN CALIFORMIA: 4116 \WEST MAGNOLIA BLVD. SUITE 100,
BURBANK, (A 91505 - TEL: 818.845.7366 - FAX: 818.845.7140

IN CANADA: 221 LABROSSE AVE,, PTE-CLAIRE, PQ H9R 1A3
TEL: 514.426.3013 FAX: $14.426.3953

Circle (23) on Reply Card
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New Products
continued

Digital telecom interface card

Industrial Computer Source

<« Model COMMPORTER/56: a high-speed digital telecom-
munications interface card for ISA and EISA bus computers that
is nearly five times faster than a 24.4kbps V.4 2bis analog modem;
COMMPORTER/56 operates as a combined channel service
unit (CSU) and data service unit (DSU) and provides connectivity
to standard 4-wire, switched-56, telephone circuits offered by
local exchange and interchange carriers; full-duplex data rates of
56kb/s (switched circuit) and 64kb/s (dedicated circuit) are
supported; plug-and-play compatible with a variety of operating
systems such as MS-DOS, Windows, Unix, etc., and most data

communications software such as PROCOMM or Crosstalk.
Circle (159) on Reply Card

Audio mixing consoles

Soundtracs

* Topaz Mini: provides four mono and four stereo inputs plus two stereo

effects returns into a stereo outpug; suited for keyboard mixing, stereo

recording and conferences.

* Topaz Macro: provides 10 mono and two stereo inputs plus

two stereo effects returns into a stereo input; ideal for fixed

installation, larger keyboard configuration mixing and MIDI-

based recording studios.

B Topaz Maxi: available in two sizes, 24-4-2 and 32-4-

2; the 24-channel version has 20 mono and two stereo inputs

and the 32-channel version has 28 mono and two stereo inputs; a

unique switching arrangement allows conversion from a 4-group output

console to an 8-group output console by adapting four of the eight auxiliaries;

suited for sound reinforcement applications or 4- and 8-track recording.
Circle (158) on Reply Card

Hard-disk recording system
Soundscape
* SSHDR1: an 8-track disk recording system (expandable
to 128 tracks) that uses an IBM-PC as its front-end with all
numerical computation taking place in the 2-rack space
unit; using standard IDE drives, the unit performs all
standard DAW functions, as well as having 64 bands of fully
parametric EQ, full chase lock to MTC, full expandability
and crystal semiconductor 64x oversampling sigma-delta
converters for excellent sound quality; available in three
versions: the standard model with RCA analog and digital
170 (SP/DIF), the SSHDR 1Pro with RCA and XLR analog
and digital O (AES/EBU), and the new SSHDR1R with
removable drive cartridges.

Circle (160) on Reply Card

Graphics software

Otari

* Radar View: graphics software package that allows Otari’s
Radar hard-disk muliitrack recorder to monitor complex

CD changer
Denon Electronics

recording sessions from one source; the Radar View visual t%vo]ztlj);li?a(t)gfr‘:a::szgrots-(t:g ‘i,}i;:lge;c‘(l:sls 2’:;)1(?1};5
SitSico displays the Dsmnefeitie, stius of.all kmctons aCD iln one tray c[;)m be logde(l ;,n(l cued while ;;
provided by Radar’s comprehensive RE-8 session controller; CD T the. skdond 5w % plading e i iemin e
i sofoars nchaies 24 mpulouput eles,lrge SMPTE, By he uni ko allows simulancous playback
. ) A A T rom the two transports for monitoring/cuing or for
e diplay o diplay ofall 24 o Wi S {1 it sk he s 15-1h e
internal AES/EBU, SP/DIF and optional ADATLink ports. space-and Stoues MDD S ROE_tty.

Circle (167) on Reply Card
Circle (162) on Reply Card
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Composite audio processor
MicroCon Systems Ltd.

= AU-BDA STRIBUTION AMP SEEESLINE LEVEL Sl &, * FM FlexiMod: a flexible FM signal management system
- based on the DBE-1000 composite processor; system

o . ® . i ; can be configured in a wide variety of operating modes
anes 5 : including broadbrand and high-frequency limiting appli-
LQ W._JL reut cations with either an internally generated and phase-

locked stereo pilot or pilot reuse from the stereo genera-
tor; the proprietary processing engine is a hybrid limiter-

Compact DA clipper with extremely low second harmonic distortion
Radic:) Design Labs products; the FM FlexiMod combines high-speed limiting
A RU-BDA3: an ultracompact DA that occupies '/srack and ultraclean, low-distortion clipping.

. : : ) ircle (165) on Reply Card
space; the unit provides a front-panel XLR input and input T -

connections on the rear panel full-sized barrier block:
inputs can be strapped to provide phantom power through

the standard XLR input connector; when rack-mounted, a S,Of" e
line level signal can be hardwired into the unit inside the TimeLine .
rack: both the front-panel input XLR connector and the 3 Stud.lofx_ame NERSIOTY 620 a softwarc package that
rear-panel input terminals are active at all times and gain adds significant productivity, user interface, and speed
trim is provided on a front-panel control accommodating a cnhancements to the Studioframe system; the
range of line-level signals; outputs are driven through XLR Studioframe waveform re-drawing is significantly faster
connectors on the front-panel and are 1500 balanced to regardless of the zoom-view level used; the newly en-
drive short or long balanced lines; a 24VDC power supply haneed function operates on any individual track or on
input is provided on full-size barrier block connections on all tracks simultaneously, using customizable menus
the rear panel. and accelerator keys, an advance_d custom.mtcﬂace
Circle (164) on Reply Card allows Studioframe users to redesign the edit control

interface to suit their individual styles.
Circle (166) on Reply Card

CREATE A MASTER CLOCK SYSTEM

ECONOMY MASTER CLOCK CAPABLE OF DRIVING 100 SLAVES FOR $260.00
5 DIGITAL SLAVES FOR UNDER $1000.00

&BMASTER CLOCK

« ESE TIME CODE OUTPUT

« EXTERNAL SYNC INPUT

« 1PPS OUTPUT -

« 3 TYPES OF ENCLOSURES ES-192A

« DRIVE 100 DIGITAL SLAVES

« NEW "X~ ENCLOSURE _ &DIGITAL SLAVES

« SYSTEMS UPGRADABLE TO @ f§ « 5 TYPES OF ENCLOSURES
iﬁ\ésgx;éwwv, MODEM ES-192AP » 4 SIZES OF LED.s

¢« DISPLAY TIME OR DATE

s « OPTIONAL TIME ZONE OFFSET
- « VIDEO INSERTER
2 59 59 & R ELTE
« COMPUTER INTERFACE

NEW! LX-192A « MANY OPTIONS AVAILABLE

3 YEAR WARRANTY
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS SINCE 1971

142 SIERRA ST, EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245 « (310) 322-2136 / FAX: (310) 322-8127

Circle (26) on Reply Card
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New Products

continued

Matrix switcher system
Jasoni Electronics
* Model 2000: a matrix switcher system designed for use
with analog reel-to-reel tape machines for dubbing from reel
tapes to analog tape cart machines or digital hard discs (can
also be used with any stereo analog sources); the 1-rack size
unit is five inches deep and has XLR connectors for /O
connections; eight output selections allow the highest qual-
ity transfer from source to dub.

Circle (161) on Reply Card

Audio switcher

Electric Works Corporation

A DMX-4: a software-programmable stereo 4-
channel audio switcher that mounts directly into a

RPU receiver
Marti Electronics

* SR-10: a frequency-agile RPU receiver; the unit features
full remote control capability and six preset channels that
can be scanned; an LLCD display is used to show all 158

channels in the 450MHz and 455MHz RPU bands.
Circle (163) on Reply Card

Graphic addition to DCS

Computer Concepls

* CartRack: a graphic addition to DCS that puts an
announcer's carts on the screen; each on-air talent can set up
and assemble an individual rack of carts and get instant

access to each sound effect or snippet of audio as many times
as needed.

Circle (167) on Reply Card

full-length 16-bit slot on any IBM PC-compatible
computer; four unbalanced stereo inputs under
the software control of programmable DAC devices
terminalte in one balanced stereo audio output; in
addition to the stereo switching, mixing and fading
controls, the DMX-4 also includes a summed
mono balanced audio output and has provision for
software selectable external level controls for each
source; connections for eight incoming logic clo-
sures are included and the DMX-4 can generate up
to eight outgoing logic closures through software; a
buss jack allows limited interconnect ability with
other DMX-4 cards on the same motherboard.
Circle (168) on Reply Card F)

B, Lio

SERVICES ok

D.L. MARKLEY
& Associates, Inc.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS
2104 West Moss Ave.
Peoria, lllinois 61604
(309) 673-7511
FAX (309) 673-8128
Member AFCCE

SERVICE COMPUTER AND BROADCAST picture
monitors vers cameras switchers and much more.
Installation and design of entire broadcast studios.
You buy the equipment we install. Call Pathway
Electronics (216) 654-3392.

CHAN & ASSOCIATES

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT * STRATEGIC MARKETING * PusLic RELATIONS

2212 HERrAGE WaAY
FuLrerton, CA 92633
Prone: (714) 447-4993
Fax: (714) 578-0284
Pacer: (714) 506-1357

Curtis J. Cuan
PRESIDENT

JOHN H. BATTISON P.E.
CONSULTING BROADCAST ENGINEER,
FCC APPLICATIONS AM, FM, TV, LPTV
Antenna Design, Proofs, Fieldwork
2684 State Route 60 RD *1
Londonville, OH 44842
419-994-3849

RADIO AMERICA

Bulletin Board Service

Buy & Sell Radios
All brands - New & Used
Hundreds of listings for Ham,
Two-way and Broadcast users.
Sign on now with your modem

1-520-526-4000

No charge to callers
P.O. Box 30007, Flagstaff, AZ 86003-0007
Main Offices (520) 526-6000

Invest your
advertising dollars in
BE Radio Classifieds!

HELP WANTED TECHNICAL Results-oriented,
good communicator with experience in high power
AM/FM, directional and studio maintenance. Digi-
tal audio, computer literacy a must. Fuli-power,
top-rated Southwest stations with state of the art
equipment. Contact Classified Ad Coordinator, BE
Radio, Dept. 900, 9800 Metcaif, Overland Park, KS
66212-2215.

HELP WANTED TECHNICAL Chief Engineer.
Growing, Virginia group seeks certified engineer
for regional 5-station operation. Extensive experi-
ence in broadcast engineering, digital automation
and processing, and computers required. Our
highly-rated properties are located in a beautiful
and growing forty mile region with extraordinary
outdoor and cultural activities. A Great Opportu-
nity! Send resume to Classified Ad Coordinator,
BE Radio, Dept. 901, 9800 Metcalf, Overland Park,
KS 66212-2215. EOE.

PROMOTE YOUR SERVICES

ond increase business for as low as
$45% per column inch or *1.75 per word
in BE Radio Clussifieds.

Call 1-800-896-9939
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BIp, Aio

_FOR SALE
ALERT! ALERT! ALERT!

From EBS 20 to EAS 8 in $94.00 flat...
Comply and avoid tune-out!

Send us you working EBS equipment and we'll recalibrate it to new 8
second EAS Standard for ($94.00 including return shipping via surface.)
Expedited shipping requires an upcharge. Call for a Repair Authorization
number and further info...

From the service Pro's at Harris Allied

PHONE 317/962-8596 extension 234

Tana Dacariverae Ina

Tane Becources, Inc,
Fun  (800) 827-3462

* AMPEX ORDERS TAKEN TILL 7PM EST
6 NEW L by Ac-cetera
LUMIN-EZE:

e Standard e Deluxe ¢ Halogen Pro e
¢ Battery 1 ¢ Dual Deluxe ¢ Dual Battery e

3 Models illustrated are
Halogen Pro
& Dual Battery

For more
information call

1-800-537-3491

- TOWER SERVICES | EQUIPMENT WANTED

TOWER LIGHTING | BY13:{e 3 M-V ;0%
CONTROLS AUDIO

For Aviation Obstruction .
Lights, Beacons, and Strobe WANTS TO BUY YOUR:
NEVE-SSL-TRIDENT-AMEK

Light Systems
UREI-TELETRONIX-FAIRCHILD
PULTEC-LANG-LEXICON
UNIVERSAL AUDIO-NEUMANN

Photelectric controls

That desikyns T A AKG-TELEFUNKEN-AMS
requirements for airway ANYTHING THAT IS
obstruction lighting. OF EXCEPTIONAL
A wide Variety of mod- AUDIO QUAL'TY'

els also available on a
custom basis.
.‘, PR EC'SION “ihis is not a problem"

PRECISION MULTIPLE CONTROLS, INC. (508)543-0069 TEL
33 GREENWOOD AVE. » MIDLAND PK., NJ 07432 (508)543-9670 FAX

TEL. (201) 444-0600 » FAX (201) 445-8575

HEAD RELAPPING/
REPLACEMENT

| All tape and film formats

Motor Rebuilding
35 years experience
@

350 N. Eric Drive
Palatine, IL 60067
708-358-4622

GE SUPER RADIO WITH IMPROVED AM AND
SCA - $35. SCS RT1 SCA Card - $20. Johnson SCA
880A SCA Card - $45. Pocket SCA Receiver - $40.
Cail SCS Radio Technology, 800-944-0630 or 417-
881-84G1.

NEUTRIK CONNECTORS AND PATCH CABLES
Discount pricing, for info call or fax; Green Dot
Audio, Nashville 615-367-9242.

“Great article! Can we
get copies for our clients
and sales force?”

For a free price
quote, contact
Chris Lotesto,
toll-free at
800-458-0479

or 312-435-2359.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

RATES

Advertising rates in BE Radio Classi-
fied Section are $45 per column inch,
per insertion. There Is a one inch mini-
mum.

Ads may also be purchased By-The-
Word for §1.75 per word, per insertion.
Initials and abbreviations count as full
words. Minimum charge is $30 per in-
sertion.

Contact Matt Tusken at
(800) 896-9939
or fax (913) 967-1735
to advertise in BE Radio Classifieds.
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With this new ' ‘solid state IPA.
addition to To reduce opera-
Continental’s tional complexity,
816R Series of : our 30 kW fea-
FM Broadcast tures complete
Transmitters, front panel con-
there’s no need to trol and status
think turning 30 indicator arrays,
will make life ' breakers, and
more difficult. : . performance
Features like ' monitors. Unlike
our patented “older” competi-
“Soft-Start™” Continental 816R Series 30 kW FM Transmiitter tive units, with
SCR circuit, automatic power output control, designs requiring external help, Continental’s
automatic filament voltage regulation, auto- 30 kW is completely self-contained. The
matic power interrupt cycle, and dual VSWR power supply and harmonic filter are internal
protection circuitry all help keep this 30 kW to the positive pressure cabinet, significantly
running at peak performance! reducing floor space and installation require-
ments.
And Continental’'s 816R Series 30 kW is easy
to keep in shape. Major components and So turning 30 is not really as difficult as you
assemblies are located for easy maintenance  might think... not with Continental’s 816R 30

access, including the slide-drawer mounted kW FM Broadcast Transmitter! 1 es108
.94-

For nearly 50 years, Continental Electronics has provided excellence in broadcast
transmission products worldwide. Refuse to compromise... call Continental first!

Continental Electsonics Corporation

PO. BOX 270879 « DA_LAS, TEXAS 752270878 « 214/381-7161 « FAX: 214,/381-4949

Circle (2£) or: Reply Card




i'.

"It Thinks

»
0D500D500D500D500D500D500D50C
00D500 D500 D500 D500 D500 D500D5
)500 D500 D500 D500 D500 D500 D50

It Feels

vANY
OlI(

!_






