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AMs Win Expanded Access

To Pool of FM Translators

More Decisions to Come as FCC Works
Through the Translator/LPFM Scrum

BY LESLIE STIMSON

WASHNGTON — industry orga-
nizations are weighing in on hew the
FCC will juggle demand for FM spec-
trum from translator applicants, AM
stations that want to use those transla-
tors and low-power FM hopetuls.

One decision has been made. and
AM operators soon will have more
access to the FM band as a result.

The FCC in 2009 began allowing
AM signals to be carried on FM trans-
lators; but until now. only translators
authorized betore May 2009 could be
used. Some 500 to 600 AMs are doing
so, BIA/Kelsey Vice Presidemt Mark
Fratrik told Radio World.

A practical effect of that date

Big where it counts, baby.

New DESQ AolP consaole. Just $4,990.

From Axia, of course.

AxiaAudio.com

restriction was to exclude pending
Auction 83 FM translator appli-
cations from the pool of potential
“cross-service” translators.

The FCC now has decided that any
translators ultimately approved from
among the current backlog of 6.500
or so applications can be used to
retransmit AM signals. (The change
takes eftect 30 days after publica-
tion in the Federal Register. which
had not happened as of late April)
However the commission deferred a
decision on whether future translator
applicants may retransmit AMs.

The lifting of this date restriction
for backlogged applicants is among
the FCC’s initial decisions about

{continued or page 12)

NewBay




W

THE INTELLIGENT NETWORK

ALIRABIP EIGHT CHANNEL DIGITAL AUDIO PROCESSING 8LADE

MESTNET TP
[

That sound streamed ‘round the world? It’s WheatNet-IP.

Whether you are already streaming your programming content or preparing to make the leap, one thing is certain - things are
changing fast. Following the lead of the broadcast video industry, in no time, the internet will be as viable a delivery medium as
radio is now (40% of cars sold in 2011 offered internet connection options - think about it).

Built from the ground up using modern gigabit ethernet and standards-based protocols across the entire piatform,

the WheatNet-IP Intelligent Network™ offers unparalleled functionality. From control surfaces for every application to interfaces
for every piece of gear to our new muilti-channel Aura8-IP that can process eight audio feeds to unify processing across your
entire program chain (or give each stream perfect audio), WheatNet-IP is simply unbeatable.

It's so easy to set up and use it literally lets you take your station back into your own hands - no need for 24 hour help lines
or on-site IT specialists (although, we are ALWAYS there for you). WheatNet-IP is the perfect, low cost solution for your internal
networking needs and is the key to your streaming future (which is coming right up...).
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David Maxson and Gary Kline

prepare for a National Radio
Systems Committee meeting.

Victoria St. John, Vermont Public Radio director of
operations, asks a question during the Public Radio
Engineering Conference at Caesar’s Palace prior to the
convention. PREC was organized by the Association of
Public Radio Engineers and was well attended.

Freddy, is that a BSW order form in your hand?
Well, | hope you brougnt enough for the whole class!

BSWUSA.COM 800-426-8434

Members of the board of the Association of
Public Radio Engineers: Rich Parker, Vermont
Public Radio; Bruce Wahl, NPR; Daniel
Mansergh, KQED; Jobie Sprinkle, WFAE;
Shane Toven, Wyoming Public Radio; Robert
Carroll, WWNO; Roger Karwoski, KBIA; Doug
Vernier, V-Soft Communications; and Ralph
Hogan of KJZZ, president of SBE.

SBE’s John Poray, Vinny
Lopez and Barry Thomas
react to Wayne Pecena’s : More
commentary at the Ennes

Workshop session ‘The an page .
Broadcast Engineer in an - 8 '
IT World.” Q)

BSWUSA.COM
800-426-8434

Lowest Prices and
Largest Inventory
on EVERYTHING
For Broadcast

Another Crown Jewel

Crown's 1 kW FM transmitter system
combines built-in audio processing and stereo
generation in a rugged, compact unit.

FM1000T  List $15995:60
Contact BSW For Lowest Prices

@Ccrown

SAGE DIGITAL ENDEC

TheTime to Buy YOUR
EAS Gear is Now!

Since time is getting short to upgrade your
EAS gear, make it easy on yourself with the
ultimate no-brainer: the Sage Digital ENDEC!

» Our most popular encoder/decoder
« 6 audio inputs, 6 serial ports, 5 GPIO inputs

+ Plug-in compatibility to support seamless
upgrades ensures full EAS compliance,
now and into the future

DIGITALENDEC List $2:695.00
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Super-Value On-Air Mic Bundle!

Save hundreds on this exclusive package!
» Shure SM7B Broadcast Mic

» ProBoom-B Mic Boom

« 10" high-quality mic cable

SMIB-PKG  Listssiooe  *399%
SHURE
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Wood Reflects on 40 Years

Inovonics Started With Replacement Recorder
Electronics for Vacuum-Tube Machines

Inovonics turns 40 this month. The
manufacturer has 13 employees; its
offices and manufacturing are in a build-
ing it recently purchased in Felton,
Calif., between Silicon Valley and the
Monterey Bay.

I emailed with founder and owner
Jim Wood.

Happy 40th anniversary Jim. You've
said that the company started with a sin-
gle product idea. What
was that?

Our first product
was a replacement
electronics  package
for the Ampex and
Scully reel-to-reel tape
recorders that were
still in wide use, both
in broadcasting and in
recording studios, in
the early 1970s. The
mechanics of those
machines were simple
and built like the pro-
verbial battleship, but
the amplifiers were
noisy. intermittent
vacuum-tube designs
that posed no end of
maintenance hassles.

Ironically, the old vacuum tube
amplifiers are now in great demand
as mic preamps in some circles.

Other than yourself, were there one
or more people early on who were
particularly influential in helping
Inovonics get off the ground as a
business?

Inovonics was started by myself
and Mark Drake, a fellow [ had

Jim Wood

Our drop-in  solid- Atthe 1983 NAB convention, Chris Kidd, facing camera,
state  replacements talks to an attendee in the Inovonics booth, which
gave these recorders featured the MAP-il airchain processor for AM plus its
a new lease on life. small cousin, the Model 215.

YOUR ULTIMATE

- LIGHTNER ELECTRONICS www.lightnerelectronics.com

Toll Free 1-866-239-3888 Shop online www.broadcastavsales.com

Photos courtesy Inovonics
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FROM THE
EDITOR

Paul McLane

worked with in the music business.
We were both et go shortly before the
company we had been with failed
through no fault of ours, of course. Jobs
were scarce at that particular time, so
we chose to strike out on our own. Mark
stayed with Inovonics for a number of
years before following other interests.

How has the company’s product mix
changed with the times?

We discovered rather early in the game
that the broadcast industry was a far more
stable market than the mwsic business,
although most of our past experience had
been in audio recording. As our replace-
ment electronics found their way into
more and more radio stations, we got to
know the broadcast people and became
responsive to their specialized needs.

| believe that RDS and its HD Radio counterpart can
do more than what we see now: applications that will help
keep terrestrial broadcasting competitive with broadband
(Internet) program distribution.

- Jim Wood

One need was for more aggressive
audio processing than afforded by the
CBS Audimax/Volumax combination
in universal use back then. This piqued
our interest in audio processing and
spawned a line of audio processors,
from simple production limiters to quite
ambitious analog airchain designs, and
from there to our latest all-digital audio
processors. As time went on, our sen-
sitivity to broadcasters’ needs saw our
development of mod monitors, transla-
tor receivers and RDS encoders and
decoders.

From the beginning, our design phi-
losophy has been to offer the best per-
formance at a responsible price.

What are your thoughts about the way
RDS rolled out in the United States, and
the role it plays in the market now?
European broadcasters see RDS as a
service to their listeners; U.S. broadcast-
ers want to generate revenue from it.
We were early proponents of RDS in
the U.S., importing technology from the
U K. for our first encoder product. It has
been a slow implementation, but once

y -
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the 2012 NAB Show.

penetration reached abaut 10 percent,
everyone wanted to climb aboard.

Easy integration with broadcast auto-
mation has been a keynote of RDS
expansion, and digital-stream consoli-
dation software now allows the clever
broadcaster to add weather, traffic and
advertising to the usual artist and title
information.

I believe that RDS and its HD Radio
counterpart can do more than what we
see now: applications that will help
keep terrestrial broadcasting competi-
tive with broadband (Infernet) program
distribution.

What’s vour feeling about HD Radio?

I have mixed feelings. | consider the
distribution of additional, diverse pro-
gramming (HD2, etc.) a great advantage
of HD Radio, although one could argue
this based on programming redundancy
one already hears in most markets.

The audio quality issue is a mixed
bag. In a car I can hear a subtle differ-
ence with FM, but the difference on AM
is maddening as the radio “fades grace-
fully” from one miode to the other.

One HD AM station in my home
market (L.A.) has worked closely with
the people at Orban to extend their ana-
log response to something over 7 kHz.
The difference between this station and
the other HD stations, all with a strict 5
kHz cutoff, is easily discerned on my
stock Honda radio, even though the
radio, itself, begins rolling (gently) at
about 2.5 kHz.

I really think that AM HD ought to be
shut off at night.

How has the nature of audio processing
changed in recent years?

The technolagy behind audio pro-
cessing has become much more sophis-
ticated in this “digital age.” It is now
easier and far less expensive to provide
functions that were difficult or impos-

Ben Barber of Inovonics, right, talks with Saul Perez of KPWR(FM) Los Angeles at

sible to realize using analog circuitry,
with processing artifacts reduced. elimi-
nated or hidden.

But don’t believe for a minute that
the “loudness wars” are over. The desire
to be as loud or “powerful-sounding™ as

Built for |
Broadcast.

Sound cards built for broadcast, and
broadcasters. AudioScience cards are
designed for the rigors of broadcasting.
State of the art design and extensive
software support make for exceltent
performance in even the most demanding
environments.

ASI16644 This PCl Express card features 4
stereo/8 mano inputs and outputs, ana-
log and AES/EBU. Formats include PCM,

MPEG laver 2 and MP3 with up to 96kHz

sampling.

ASI16685 This Livewire/PCl Express card

(@y//wmmz@
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the competition remains a prime goal of
the broadcaster, and the ability to deliv-
er loudness is touted by manufacturers
in their advertising.

Loudness can now be accomplished
without the attendant distortion com-
mon in earlier times, though the concept
of “listener fatigue™ is still a factor for
consideration.

Most memorable moment in 40 vears of
manufacturing?

The company came quite close to
going belly-up in the mid-1980s, suffer-
ing from a soft economy, an embezzle-
ment and being forced out of our rented
Silicon Valley facility at the onset of the
personal computer boom. The resultant
regrouping and move to new quarters
was a tenuous, sobering and educational
time in the company’s history.

AM radio’s adoption of the NRSC
Standard brought us out of the slump;
we worked around-the-clock for weeks
to meet the demand for equipment ahead
of the 1989 FCC mandate.

See an Inovonics company timeline
at http://radioworld.com/May-09-2012.

has up to 16 record and play streams and
supports Axia AolP protocols.

ASI5211 features mic input with 48v
phantom power, plus 2 opto inputs and
2 relay outputs.

BRoOADCAST-CENTRIC FEATURES such as
SoundGuard surge protection, TSX time
scaling, MRX multi-rate mixing and SSX
surround sound make these powerful

additions to any broadcast application.

For information, call AudioScience at
+1-302-324-5333 or email us at
salesasi@audioscience.com.

www.audioscience.com
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NPR LABS UNVEILS
ONLINE STATION
MAPPING TOOL

It's been hard for public station
personnel, both radio and television,
to predict service coverage accurately
since the digital transition began.

NPR Labs is hoping that its new
interactive online mapping system
offering coverage prediction will help
engineers and managers get a bet-
ter handle on their predicted analog
and digital coverage on automotive,
mobile handheld and indoor receiv-
ers. A link to the online mapping
system is at http://radioworld.com/
May-09-2012.

The Mapping and Population System
tool replaces the NPR Online Viewing
Application page at nprlabs.org with
new coverage projections for high-pow-
er digital radio and new mobile hand-
held coverage for public TV stations,
and correlates coverage to detailed
demographic information from the

NEWS

newly released 2010 U.S. Census.

NPR Labs Senior Technologist John
Kean tells me that the online mapping
system will allow overlays to compare
analog and HD Radio at both the
original and higher FM power levels.
It includes exact locations for transmit-
ters and FM translators and population
coverage predictions.

Using the system will help radio
stations “see how much more cover-
age the FM digital power increase
would get them,” Kean says.

The DTV coverage, especially the
mobile handheld coverage, will pre-
dict how well viewers may be able
to receive full-service and translator
systems. The ATSC-M/H coverage was
developed with assistance from the
Open Mobile Video Coalition.

“The demographic data is ideal for
gauging and comparing coverage for
actual populations, which planners
and underwriters may use,” Kean says.

The online mapping system is free
and open to anyone. It works best with
online browsers such as Chrome, Firefox
and Internet Explorer 9 and above.

Users can search by call sign,

We're Ready For CAP

(so you can be, too)

SAGE DIGITAL ENDEC

NEW
EAS
RULES

Digital ENDEC to
s for CAP, you

al Audio
Web browser control and
time
d Internel for CAP
dio
upgrade to the final

version of CAP 1.2

Questions?
914-872-4069

too

The

solution

| ENDEC
ic ENDEC. but new users love it

The Dig

for the ¢

Digital
for CAP and EA

is a drop-in replacement

your one-box

Sage Alerting Systems. Inc

www sagealertingsystoms.com
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Selected content from Radio World's “The Leslie Report” by News Editor/Washington Bureau Chief Leslie Stimson.
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The new NPR Labs interactive online mapping system displays projected FM
analog receiver coverage for KGLT(FM), Bozeman, Mont. Mobile is red, indoor

is green and portable is yellow.
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The mapping system dlsplays projected FM HD Radio receiver coverage for KGLT.

Mobile is light purple, indoor is purple.

address, and latitude and longitude.
The map jumps to that location and
shows all the stations in the area.
Available are analog FM coverage,
as well as HD Radio coverage at the
original digital power level of -20
dBc and also -14 dBc, reflecting the
blanket digital power increase. You
can adjust the transparency of the
overlays, zoom at will and change the
background from terrain to roads or
satellite view.

High Power
Solid State FM

The maps include commercial sta-
tion locations and basic information
about those stations.

Lots of engineering groups advised
NPR Labs on the project, including Jim
Kutzner and Eric Wolfe of the Public
Broadcasting System and members
of the PBS Engineering & Technical
Advisory Committee along with
Victor Tawi!, Association of Maximum
Service Television, which is now part
of NAB Technology. Members of the
Open Mobiie Video Coalition, Charles
Cooper of du Treil Lundin & Rackley,
Jon Dewitz of the U.S. Geological
Survey and Rob DeBolt, retired from
the Institute for Telecommunications
Sciences, also helped.

The new NPR Labs Public Radio-
TV mapping tool was funded with
one of the last grants from the
Public Telecommunications Facilities
Program.
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FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski supports a requirement that stations post
certain public inspection files online in a central database. Broadcasters who
resist this idea have “elected to position themselves against technology, against
transparency and against journalism,” he said at the show. The chairman also
encouraged TV broadcasters to keep an open mind about spectrum auctions.
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Erica Farber assumed her new post as president/CEO
of the Radio Advertising Bureau on opening day of
the convention. She was promoted to replace Jeff
Haley, who went to Marketron.

Michael Tucker, left, chats
with Dale De La Pointe of
Arrakis Systems.

Johnny Ha, sales manager

of Metrecast, and Chuck
Alexander, Harris Intraplex,
discuss the new IP Link

100. Among its features are
redundant streams over IP,
with different coding
algorithms on each if desired.

Glynn Walden of CBS Radio and Kurt Gorman of
Phasetek Inc. discuss the art and practice of AM ATUs.

NAB Chief Technology
Officer Kevin Gage chal-
lenged engineers to gaze
beyond the traditional
broadcast horizon, to
‘look closely at the
landscape and seek out
technology to foster a
vision of connecting more
closely with consumers.’
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MELBOURNE, FLA. — Harris will
sell off its broadcast communications
division. The move pulls Harris out of
a business with which it has long been
associated and further shakes up the
competitive terrain among manufactur-
ers of high-profile broadcast compo-
nents. Harris makes radio and TV equip-
ment including transmitters, consoles,
STL equipment and other systems.

Peter Conlon, president of competi-
tor Nautel Ltd.. told Radio World in an
e-mail that the decision “starkly illus-
trates how challenging the transmitter
business has become.”

Parent company Harris Corp.
announced that it would divest the
broadcast communications segment
because that business no longer aligns
with the company’s long-term strategy.
according to Harris Corp. President/
CEO William Brown.

He said proceeds would be returned
as cash to shareholders and reinvested
in its core communications business-
es, which consist of large government
contracts that have predictable revenue
models.

In its fiscal third quarter, Harris Corp.

1\ .
H)) Radio

BELAR

FM HD MONITOR

NEWS
Harris Will Sell Its Radio/TV Business

Long-Time Broadcast Manufacturer Finds Business No Longer a Good Fit

took a non-cash after-tax charge of $407
million to write down “a significant por-
tion of the goodwill and other long-lived
assets in Broadcast Communications”
resulting in the loss from its continuing
operations.

‘COMPETITIVE FLEXIBILITY’

Broadcast Communications Division
President Harris Morris said in a state-
ment that he supports the decision.
“Operating independently or as part of
a broadcast or media-focused enterprise
will provide us with strategic invest-
ment, increased competitive flexibility
and customer focus to lead the continu-
ing transformation in this competitive
marketplace.”

The decision “in no way” reflects
the quality of the work performed by
the division, Morris wrote. “Harris
simply determined that Broadcast
Communications could provide high-
er value and operate more effectively
under a different ownership model.”

Marketing Director Terri Black said
the change had been brewing for awhile.
When Brown came aboard and exam-
ined the company’s portfolio strategi-

HD Station
Digital Audio =
. BIS CRC

Service Mode: MP1
CD/NO: 72.60 dB
QI: 15 DAAI: 15.00

K¥ Level -34

cally, Black said, “It didn’t make sense
to continue with broadcast as part of the
corporation.”

Unclear in early May was exactly
which assets were for sale and whether

May 9. 2012

of transforming the industry.” Harris
hopes to find a buyer by June.

A team within the division will be
working with investment bankers in
the process, according to Black. “We
don’t have any idea nor could we dis-
close from a competitive standpoint
who we’re looking to invest in us.”

Black said the decision had been
difficult due to Harris® longstanding

Harris simply determined that Broadcast
Communications could provide higher value and operate
more effectively under a different ownership model.

— Harris Morris

the company would seek to sell its intel-
lectual property, parts inventory. manu-
facturing plants and other operations
separately or together. Among its assets
is the Quincy, Il.. manufacturing opera-
tion. According to the Quincy Journal
some 300 people are employed there.
“We're looking for someone who can
partner with us and strategically align
with broadcast and new media environ-
ments.” Black said. “Someone who can
help us progress our strategic objective

@ 5o
[ 8D 2
@ 80
[& #D

HMPA CODEC Mode:
Acqg Time Data:
Acq Time Audio:

involvement in broadcast and the fact
that many employees and board mem-
bers have been with the company for
many years.

The process should be unseen to cus-
tomers, according to Dimension PR’s
Brian Galante, who handles media
relations for Harris in North America,
Central America and Latin America. He
said the impact on clients and employees
in broadcast communications will be

{continued on page 17)
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TRANSLATORS

(continued from page 1)

how to sort its backlog of translator apps yet leave spec-
trum in some 150 markets to license more low-power
FMs. Communications attorneys believe that, based on
the commission’s initial processing guidelines, only about
1000 of the pending FM translators would be granted.

Comments filed with the FCC shed light on the com-
peting interests involved.

QUALIFYING CRITERIA?

When the commission made proposals last summer
regarding translators and LPFMs, it said it wanted to
encourage more AMs to retransmit signals to improve
the AM service. That’s when it proposed lifting the
2009 restriction and asked for public input about its
LPFM and FM translator proceedings.

Most commenters to Dockets 07-172 and 99-25 had
favored lifting the date restriction. They cited public ser-
vice benefits that FM translators provide AMs. Some felt
that the restriction was unnecessary now that the com-
mission plans to open an LPFM window later this year.

The few who opposed the change argued for a
restriction on cross-service translators in general.

Some LPFM proponents sought qualifying criteria
for cross-service translators, like local ownership, lack
of in-market FM ownership by the AM licensee and
quality of AM signal.

The commission declined to take up many of these
arguments, saying the record supports the change. It
did leave the door open to modifying the cross-service
translator portion of its policies; it intends to revise its
FM translator rules before opening the next translator
auction application window.

NPR had urged the agency to keep the date restriction
until the commission adopts anti-trafficking policies so
that traffickers in the pool of Auction 83 FM translator
applicants would not benefit from the change. The com-
mission, to date, has not acted on that suggestion.

What follows are excerpts of the most pertinent
comments explaining the essence of the issue.

EXPAND FM TRANSLATORS
AVAILABLE TO AMS

Jane Mago. executive vice president, general
counsel, headed the list of several executives who con-
tributed to comments filed by the National Association

PNEWSROUNDUP

TV ONLINE FILES: The FCC will require TV stations
to move public files online. Observers expect radio
to be affected eventually. The initial change only
applies to television affiliates of four major net-
works in the top 50 markets. Other stations will fol-
low in two years. The issue is controversial because
of a requirement that portions of a station’s politi-
cal file, which are part of the public file, go online
as well. Broadcasters objected, saying they would be
placed at a disadvantage if sensitive real-time politi-
cal campaign ad information goes online.

NONCOM FUNDRAISING: The FCC proposed easing
a ban that prevents noncom stations from conduct-
ing third-party fundraising. Currently noncoms can
fundraise only for their own stations; raising money

NEWS
of Broadcasters:

Experience since the rule change took effect ...
demonstrates that permitting AM stations to use FM
translators has been a resounding success for communi-
ties across America. ...

In July 2010, WHCU(AM), Ithaca, N.Y., received
authorization to rebroadcast its signal on FM translator
W240CB, broadcasting on 95.9 MHz. The translator has
improved WHCU's service by enabling it to better reach
parts of Tomkins and Tioga Counties, and for the first
time, penetrate the dormitory and office buildings on
the campuses of Cornell University and Ithaca College.

Eliminating the date

restriction on AM stations’ use
of FM translators will not reduce
potential opportunities for future
LPFM stations.

- NAB

The translator has also allowed WHCU to cover
Cornell football, hockey and lacrosse games that take
place at night to an audience that previously could not
listen because of the station’s restricted nighttime power.
Importantly, the station has witnessed a surge in audience
diversity to include more students and other young people
tuning into its local news, weather and other coverage.

WTRN(AM), Tyrone, Pa., has also improved its
local public service through the use of an FM transla-
tor. WTRN is located in a commuter community, with
thousands of residents heading out early in the morning
for work in State College and other locations. Before
WTRN deployed an FM translator, its morning signal
would be overcome by interference after about five miles
from the station’s transmitter. With the translator, many
listeners can now enjoy WTRN all the way to work. ...

Other AM stations report that FM translators enable
them to initiate or expand live coverage of high school and
college sports, local election returns, nighttime weather
emergencies and Emergency Alert System alerts, new
formats, morning school closing announcements, church
events and other public affairs programming. ...

for third parties is prohibited if it means on-air
pitches would change or suspend regular program-
ming drastically. The agency has proposed allowing
pubcasters to spend up to 1 percent of total air-time
— about 88 hours a year — to conduct on-air fund-
raising activities for charities and other nonprofits. It
asks for comments to MB Docket 12-43.

FM BOOSTERS: The FCC invited comments on a
proposal by Geo Broadcasting Solutions to use FM
boosters as program originators separate from main
channel operation. The agency has not opened a
NPRM on the topic. In its petition for rulemaking,
Geo Broadcasting says it holds patents on technol-
ogy that would enable the booster to avoid causing
interference both to the main channel and to other
boosters; the technology also allows licensees to
insert different, hyper-local programming on each
booster. Comments on RM 11659 are due May 23.
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To date, use of FM translators has helped many
AM stations improve their service, retain or even build
their audiences in the face of intense competition from
competing media outlets, and thus improve their eco-
nomic viability. However, a substantial number of AM
stations have been unable to benefit because pre-2009
translators are unavailable in their markets. ...

Eliminating the date restriction on AM stations’ use
of FM translators will not reduce potential opportuni-
ties for future LPFM stations. Rather, lifting the date
restriction will merely permit AM stations as well as
FM stations to use translators from the same pool of
pending applications to be granted under the ultimate
process the commission adopts.

James M. Johnson, trustee for Glades Media
Company, writes:

Glades’ AM station WOKC, Okeechobee, Fla., is
rebroadcast over the facilities of an FM translator sta-
tion. This arrangement has greatly contributed to the
station’s ability to serve Okeechobee.

It has bolstered the financial viability of WOKC and
materially contributed to the continued availability of
a local radio service in Okeechobee. As a full-service
radio station WOKC programs to meet the needs of its
service area and is available to meet emergency needs
in a rural area subject to severe weather.

Stuart W. Nolan Jr. is the attorney for Catholic
Radio Association:

Any proposal to limit the use of FM translators to
rebroadcast AM signals would undermine a tremen-
dous tool for reinvigorating AM stations and facilitat-
ing the long-term economic vitality of the AM radio
service. This tool should not be curtailed as a cost of
invigorating the LPFM service.

DATE RESTRICTION HAS
SERVED ITS PURPOSE

Broadcast engineer and RW contributor Alan Jurison
writes as an individual.

I believe that AM stations should be allowed to use
any translator that has been licensed. The May 1, 2009
date would be too limiting for AM stations to be able
to compete and obtain any newly granted FM transla-
tors. ... The rule served its purpose to help launch the
cross-service translator process, but its usefulness will

{continued on page 14)

LIVIO CONNECT: Livio Radio launched a website
for app developers and hardware manufacturers,
livioconnect.com. Livio launched the connect pro-
tocol last year; it's a liaison between various apps

and devices. Users can E) ° (‘
control apps via hard- L'VI O' 'r
ware buttons or voice ( o’
control in car radios, TVs Connect API

and home audio systems. It's added to third-party
apps, allowing them to communicate with enabled
devices. Founder/CEO Jake Sigal told Radio World

at the R.A.LLN. Conference that the protocol “allows
app developers to get into the dash but keep their
brands.” Broadcast streamers and personalized
Internet audio services are jockeying for position

as automakers move from hardware changes and
focus on in-dash infotainment screens with apps
that can be swapped in and out. Brands that make
it into those systems early will have an edge.
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TRANSLATORS

(continued from page 12)

have expired when this rulemaking is
complete.

KEEP DATE LIMIT UNTIL
ANTI-TRAFFICKING
POLICIES BEEFED UP

NPR urged the agency to keep the
date restriction in place until the com-
mission adopts anti-trafficking policies
so that traffickers in the current pool
of Auction 83 applicants will not hen-
efit from the change. Several executives
contributed to this filing; Terri Minatra,
acting vice president for legal affuirs,
general counsel and secretary, topped
the list:

The initial comments in this proceced-
ing validate the commission’s assess-
ment that many of the applications filed
during the 2003 FM translator filing
window were not filed with the inten-
tion of constructing and operating the
station. There is also recognition that,
because of the substantial passage of
time, many still pending applications
may no longer be viable. ...

Nothing in the commission’s rules
sanctions the filing of an application for
a broadcast station construction permit
for the purpose of assigning the permit
to another for profit. ...

While the commission did, in fact,
eliminate the rule barring the sale of
construction permits for profit, it did so
not to permit the warehousing of spec-
trum but because it believed that com-
petitive bidding procedures would deter
speculative filings. As the Third Further
NPRM now concedes, that assumption
“has proven to be unfounded in the
Auction No. 83 context.”

There is simply no justification for
rewarding entities that engaged in spec-
ulation by treating all pending FM trans-
lator station applications alike. ...

Identifying the currently viable, bona
fide FM translator applications will
enable the commission and the remain-
ing applicants to pursue engincering
solutions resulting in the licensing of
more FM translators without necessarily
obstructing future LPFM opportunities.
[t will also preserve spectrum for future
FM translator station use.

REDUCE AM TRANSLATOR
POWER BEFORE EXPANDING
CROSS-SERVICE

Michelle (Michi) Eyre, founder of
REC Networks, writes:

We have ... heard from minority
owners that AM cross-service is nec-
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essary using case histories involving
their own cross-service translators. REC
continues to believe that once traffick-
ing and integrity safeguards arc placed
in the FM translator service that AM
stations that do not have a cross-owned
FM station in the same market should
be permitted to use FM translators for
retransmission. ...

We are also deeply concerned about
the abuse that the commission has creat-
ed with the cross-service AM translator
rules. While we support minority-owned
AM stations with no other FM radio
holdings being able to put their signals
on an urban FM translator, this has been
abused by [broadcasters] who exploit
the fill-in rule to increase the power to
250 watts regardless of antenna height.

NEED QUALIFYING CRITERIA
FOR CROSS-SERVICE
TRANSLATORS

Todd Urick, technical director for
Common Frequency, tells the agency:

The ... rebroadcast of AM stations on
translators has basically created a brand-
new price-inflated market for transla-
tors, and a fierce competition for sec-
ondary service channels with prospec-
tive LPFM applicants. CFI understands
in certain circumstances [there’s a] need
for FM translator supplementation by
AM licensees.

More selective
qualifying criteria for
AM licenses need to be
derived before removing
the limit on cross-
service translators.

- Common Frequency

However, there is limited capacity
on the FM band for AM stations that
want to supplement their AM signal.
More selective qualifying criteria for
AM licenses need to be derived before
removing the limit on cross-service
translators as asked.

Qualifying criteria such as local own-
ership, diversity of ownership, amount
of locally-originated programming and
amount of signal deterioration at night-
time compared to daytime service area
should be mulled over to craft selectiv-
ity points. Additionally, licensees that
d