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‘Survey says..

“Money Matters” is one of

Ovur stations are reaping fa e

Job on a vital subject!

listener dividends! AP DL

Your program is the most listened to

Faoarogan g Decoming program besides ‘“Focus on the Family.”
more valuable by the day!

God bless you and keep up the good work!
WEMM-FM Huntington, WV

KGBA-FM El Centro, TX

*“How to Manage Your Money” is a real
asset. Our listeners really enjoy and learn
We took a chance on this show; we are el ’
practical information.
1 !
90 % music and have only three shows! WLKY-AM Hartwell, GA
“Money Matters” has been a smashing
success on WQME.

WOME-FM Anderson, IN

Great response! Program fits our
format and image perfectly.
WJIG-AM Tullahoma, TN

Excellent production and content on
PSAs, great creativity with Biblical

advice! Timely, concise information on Your “Money Minute” PSAs

“How to Manage Your Money” is much are Great! Great! Great! :

appreciated. Keep up the good work. KLWJ-AM Umatilla, OR <

KBHL-FM Osakis, MN LARRY BURKETT

Discover why so many responded so positively
to our annual station survey. For a free
Chyistia_n demonstration tape of "How to Manage Your
/ / Financial Money,” "Money Matters,” or "A Money Minute,”

-~ Concepts inc.
P0 BN G Georgia 30503-0100 call Robert Sutherland, 404/534-1000.
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David Clark

Signing On

Programming, whether for radio or
television, often means something en-
tirely different to the audience than to
the producer or the program director.
Let me illustrate.

As a professor at Bowling Green
State University in the 70s, | served as
advisor to many students doing research
for their masters and doctoral disserta-
tions. One student had been an under-
graduate music major and was inter-
ested in determining how the audience
perceived the many different music for-
mats commonly used at that time in the radio industry.

The student developed a tape containing examples of ten different music formats and
played the tape for a randomly selected sample of listeners. He discovered this sample
could only accurately identify and verbally describe five music formats: classical, gospel,
rock, MOR, and country — the other formats were not consistently identified.

I think there’s an important lesson in this research. Our audiences are not nearly as
discerning about some program elements as we think they are. Theirability todiscriminate
on many program elements simply is not as developed as a broadcasting professional’s.
Moreover, many production elements which are very important to broadcasters are much
less important to audiences.

Christian music may be one programming element about which listeners have
developed more discrimination than the general public. This may be because singing
music and hearing it performed is a central part of worship. And taste in Christian music
varies widely within the community of faith. Any programmer who has had to field calls
and letters generated by amusic format change
can attest to the intensity of music prefer-
ences.

Another lesson about programming I
have learned is that we broadcasters grow
bored with content far faster than our audi-
ences. | have found that about the time our
audiences are just becoming aware of a theo-
logical idea or biblical principle we broadcasters want to hear something new. We need
to be more patient with content that might be called “God’s repeatables.” These are truths
and principles which need to be regularly repeated ifthey are to be inculcated into the lives
of the audience.

A third lesson is that we should not attempt to disguise the true intent of programming
designed to communicate the Gospel. I once conducted a special series of focus groups
for a major television ministry. The participants were by their own admission unbelievers
and they were recruited and paid to watch the daily program for an entire week.

What [ learned is that unbelievers are much more open to the clear and unequivocal
communication of the Gospel than to programming whose intent is disguised in the name
of creativity. In short, members of our audiences who may be unbelievers are much more
aware of the intent of Christian programs than we may know.

A final lesson is the best technology will never produce great programming — men
and women with God-given ideas and abilities produce great programs. Yet we in
religious broadcasting are captivated by technology. Creativity is not dependent on the
latest technology. It’s dependent on a knowledge of God’s Word and a sensitivity to the
needs of our world. ®s

David W.Clarkis
chairmanof NRB
and president of
KMC Media Inc.,
in Dallas.

Program To Your
Audience, Not Self
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Tuning In

Looking to the future, where do we go
from here? Irwin Lutzer, pastor of Moody
ChurchinChicago, reminded us that Francis
Schaeffer said someday we would wake up
and find the America we once knew was
gone. That day is now here. We’ve crossed
an invisible line and there are no signs we
are capable of turning back. Like a boat
caught in a river’s mighty torrent, we are
being swept along in a powerful cultural
current headed for the brink.

We should have noticed some of these
dangerous waters as far back as 1963 when
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled prayer in
public schools unconstitutional. Or we
should have seen it in 1973 when the infa-
mous Roevs. Wade decision legalized abor-
tion for any reason. I think these two unmis-
takable signs were pointing to the fact our
Ship of State was heading — yes, veer-
ing — off course. Now this precarious
stream we have chosen has become ariver,
and the river now has become a flood.

Today the courts play an increasingly
important role in the battle for America.
Our founding fathers wrote, “Congress shall
make no law respecting the establishment
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise

Where Do We
Go From Here?

E. Brandt Gustavson

thereof.” The First Amendment, which was
specifically intended to guarantee freedom
ofexpression, isnow being used to severely
curb religious liberty.

One of the current life or death issues
facing usin broadcasting, an issue on which
National Religious Broadcasters (NRB) has
passed aresolution and takena firm stand in
opposition, is the reinstatement of the Fair-
ness Doctrine (which nomenclature is ab-
solutely erroneous). The doctrine would
have to allow — over radio and televi-
sion stations — any opposing points of
view onissues of controversial importance.

Therefore, speaking for God and for
the moral issues of God in some U.S. cities
would constitute a subject of controversial
importance and time would need to be
offered for opposing views. Of course, it
would be the same on any issue, such as
abortion, prayer in public schools, or gays
in the military. We feel the Faimness Doc-
trine is an opportunity to quell conservative
public opinion and to eventually stop moral
discussions from the Bible and religion

over the air. We are absolutely opposed to
this proposed new law.

With the First Amendment interpreted
in ways that the founding fathers would
never have dreamed possible, freedom of
speech is systematically being taken away
in every area of public life. Lutzer pointed
out in a recent booklet that in Decatur, Ill.,
a elementary schoolteacher discovered the
word “God” in a phonics textbook and
ordered the seven-year-olds in her class to
strike it out, saying it was against the law to
mention God in a public school.

In Virginia, a principal requested thata
handicapped girl stop bringing her Bible on
the school bus. Reading the Bible on a
vehicle operating under the auspices of the
state was deemed to be contrary to separa-
tion of church and state. In Philadelphia,
school children were asked to write a paper
on the subject of power. One girl received
herteacher’s approval to write on the power
of God, but was barred from presenting her
paper publicly in class because other stu-
dents might be offended.

Where will this all end?

“Ofall the dispositions and habits which
lead to prosperity, religion and morality are
indispensable supports,” George Washing-
ton said in his Farewell Address. “In vain
would that man seek the tribute of patrio-
tism, who should-labor to subvert these
great pillars of human happiness.”

Yet, relentlessly for 30 years, the ad-
versary culture, with its implacable hostil-
ity to Judeo-Christian teaching, has sub-
verted those pillars. From the public class-
room to the television screen, from the
movie theater to the museum.

There is a religious war going on for
the soul of America. And just as the Ten
Commandments have been expelled from
ourschools, so are the lessons of history that
undergird these truths being erased. In high
school history texts, Benedict Arold’s trea-
son at West Point, a betrayal that broke the
heart of his commander-in-chief, is being
dropped. So too is the story of Nathan Hale,
the boy-patriot who spied on the British
army and went to the gallows with the
defiant cry, “I regret | have but one life to
give for my country.”

If a country forgets its roots, how will
its people know who they are?

For 2000 years the church has almost
always existed under political regimes and
cultures hostile to the Christian message.
For example, the persecutions Christian
endured throughout the Roman Empire
during the early centuries of the church. In

. Dr. E. Brandt Gus-
tavson is presi-
dent of National
Religious Broad-
casters and pub-
lisher of Religious
Broadcasting
magazine.

Rome, one was free to believe in whatever
god one wished. Believers were not tor-
tured because they believed in Jesus, but
rather because Christians believed Christ
was the only true God.

And because Christians were not will-
ing to confess Caesar as Lord, they were
seen as politically subversive. Some Chris-
tians reasoned if they had political power,
then they could use the sword to impose
Christian beliefs on society as a whole.
After Constantine became emperorin 312,
Christianity became the official religion of
the Roman Empire.

As the church grew in power, its cor-
ruption increased — becoming politically,
religiously, and morally decayed. Many
true believers tried to break away from the
church’s authority. For this, they were per-
secuted and many died. The true church
insisted that with the coming of Constantine
nothing had changed. In the early centuries,
Christians were put to death by pagans;
now they were killed by official
Christendom.

God, it seems, is humbling the Ameri-
can church. In the early *80s, we looked to
the Moral Majority to halt our moral and
spiritual toboggan slide. We thought our
hope lay in Congress, in the courts, in the
White House. Evangelicals held the bal-
ance of power, we were told. We should be
thankful the church has been awakened to
the need to be involved in politics, but we
must not be deluded that politics can save
us.

Syndicated columnist Cal Thomas,
who received the 1993 NRB Distinguished
Service Award, says the approach of
attempting to change society through poli-
tics cannot work because we are living in a
post-Christian culture. The majority no
longer accepts traditional biblical values.
He says to appeal to this majority with the
language and values of the past is to invite

CONTINUED ON PAGE 40
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NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

COMPREHENSIVE BENEFIT PLAN

Dr. David W. Clark

“One significant way NRB can benefit its members is by providing a quality
group health and life insurance plan at a reasonable cost. The NRB
Comprehensive Benefit Plan was established solely for the benefit of members.
NRB seeks no financial return, therefore every dollar paid in is available as
benefits to those who are members of the plan.

Many ministries and for-profit organizations have found that this plan offers the
most benefit for dollar invested. | strongly recommend that you make a
comparison of your present health insurance and what it can offer compared to
the NRB Comprehensive Benefit Plan.”

President, National Religious Broadcasters

Are Your Group Health Insurance Costs Getting Out Of Control?
Are You Tired Of Shopping And Switching Insurance

Arrangements?

Are You Interested In Establishing A Long Term, Mutually
O Beneficial Relationship With A Major Insurer Which Has A
Special Negotiated Arrangement For NRB Members?

()

YES"?

Then You Need To Contact The NRB Plan.

THE NRB PLAN OFFERS REAL VALUE

NRB sponsors a health insurance plan as a benefit to its
members. Benefits include Group Life, AD&D. and Group
Health Insurance. Also available are optional benefits
such as Dental, Prescription Drug Card. Disability In-
come, and Maternity Expense. The participating NRB
members receive outstanding insurance coverage at a
competitive price.

FINANCIAL STABILITY

The NRB Plan is fully insured by a major insurance
company. The rate structure for NRB members and their
employees reflects an overall favorable level of claims
which we believe is the direct result of the fact that a
Christian lifestyle promotes good health.

FLEXIBILITY
The NRB Plan offers a broad range of benefit arrange-

ments which permit each participating employer to
structure their program to suit their own special needs.
This flexibility in design includes a wide range of health
insurance deductibles and co-insurance levels. Preferred
Provider discount arrangements are also available in most
major metropolitan areas. Aegis Benefit Administrators is
available to assist you in achieving the proper balance
between benefits and cost for your group.

SUPERIOR SERVICE

Our insurer maintains a nationwide network of claim
representatives who are available to assist employers
and/or claimants with any matter related to the NRB Plan.
A toll free WATS line is available to Plan members for this
purpose. Plan members have indicated to us that the
overall services provided under the NRB Plan are second
to none.

If you would like to find out more about the Plan, please contact:

AEGIS BENEFIT ADMINISTRATORS

George R. Martin CLU ChFC

P.O. Box 25504 ¢ Little Rock, AR 72221

PHONE:
(501) 227-8181
(800) 432-8910
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Washington Watch

After enduring for more than half a
year without a permanent chairman, the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) likely will finish 1993 under the
leadership of a Washington, D.C. antitrust
litigator who has experience in communi-
cations law. As of this writing, President
Bill Clinton had nominated — but the Sen-
atehadnotyetconfirmed —Reed E. Hundt,
45, for the chairman’s post.

Hundt has personal ties to both the
presidentand Vice President Al Gore. Hundt
and Clinton attended Yale Law School at
the same time and Hundt was an advisor to
the Clinton campaign. Hundt’s friendship
with the vice president dates back to their
high school days in Washington, D.C., and
Hundt advised his former schoolmate on
various issues while Gore was in the Sen-
ate. Observers anticipate that, because of
his close relationship with the vice presi-
dent, Hundt will likely share Gore’s interest
in fostering the development of the nation’s
telecommunications infrastructure.

Early reaction to Hundt’s nomination

Antitrust Lawyer
Nominated As
FCC Chairman

Richard E. Wiley

generally has been positive. Although he
has not had a high profile among communi-
cations law practitioners, Hundt reportedly
has represented a variety of communica-
tions clients, including broadcasters, wire-
less cable operators, and cellular telephone
companies.

As a former antitrust lawyer turned
communications specialist myself, I expect
— as do many others — that Hundt’s
antitrust expertise will prove quite useful at
the commission. As technology increases
the potential foroverlap and mergersamong
providers of video, audio, and telephone
services, the FCC has been confronting a
growing number of issues involving cur-
rent ownership restrictions on communica-
tions companies.

The agency has been without perma-
nent leadership since January, when Chair-
man Alfred Sikes stepped down. But acting
Chairman James Quello has provided strong
interim leadership by guiding the commis-
sion through several highly publicized mat-

ters, including rulemakings concerning the
rate regulation and mandatory carriage/
retransmission consent provisions of the
Cable Consumer Protection and Competi-
tion Actof 1992. Inall, Quello has received
universally high marks for his stewardship
of the FCC. He will resume his regular
duties as acommission member once a new
chairman is confirmed.

A fifth seat on the commission re-
mained empty as of press time. The position
formerly held by Sherrie Marshall must be
filled by a Republican or political indepen-
dent because the Communications Act per-
mits no more than three members of the
same political party to serve on the FCC at
the same time. Inaddition to Hundt, Quello
and Commissioner Ervin Duggan are
Democrats; Commissioner Andrew Barrett
is a Republican.

ATV Update

Among the issues awaiting the new
chairman in the coming months is consider-
ation of the technical standards and imple-
mentationschedule foradvancedtelevision
(ATV), including high-definition televi-
sion (HDTV). The prospects for a smooth
introduction of HDTYV service to the public
increased in May when the proponents of
rival systems agreed to join forces to de-
velop a single digital HDTV system, en-
compassing the best elements of the indi-
vidual systems. Aschairmanoftheagency’s
Advisory Committee on Advanced Televi-
sion Service, I have dubbed this union as a
so-called “Grand Alliance.”

The commission’s attention to ad-
vanced television issues began in 1987,
when the advisory committee was formed.
Initially, more than 20 proposed systems
were examined by the committee, anumber
that over the years has been reduced by
mergers and attrition. Ultimately, by early
1993, only three proponents of all-digital
HDTYV systems remained, and it was these
entities that formed the Grand Alliance.
The participants are the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, General Instrument,
Zenith, American Telephone &Telegraph,
North American Philips, Thomson, NBC,
and the Samnoff Laboratories.

The advisory committee is currently
studying the alliance proposal and, with
some modifications perhaps, will likely
authorize the proponentsto build the merged
system this fall. Construction time will take
about nine months. Thereafter, the system
will be subjected to rigorous laboratory
testing (just as the individual HDTYV sys-

Richard E. Wi-
ley is a former
chairman of the
Federal Com-
munications
Commission
and is general
counsel for Na-
tional Religious
Broadcasters.
He was assisted
in the prepara-
tion of this ar-
ticle by Rose-
mary C. Harold.

tems were). After testing is completed in
perhaps the latter part of 1994, the advisory
committee will send its recommendation to
the FCC. The agency will probably com-
plete the standard-setting portion of its ATV
rulemaking sometime in 1995.

Even though the creation of the Grand
Alliance has caused an initial delay in the
timetable for the commission’s decision,
the merger of the former technical rivals
may mean viewers actually will enjoy
HDTV service sooner than they would
have otherwise. Membership in the alliance
reduces the likelihood that any participant
will challenge the FCC’s standards deci-
sion in court, while also spurring consumer
electronics manufacturers to be prepared to
produce HDTYV sets as soon as the agency
acts. Manufacturers informally have tar-
geted the 1996 Olympics as the date by
which HDTV equipment will be available.

Formation of the alliance has not af-
fectedthe commission’s schedule forimple-
mentation of the new transmission service.
Last year, the FCC decided that, once the
final technical standard is chosen, broad-
casters would have a total of six years to
apply for and construct facilities to transmit
signals in the new service.

Initial eligibility for ATV channels
will be limited to current licensees, who
now broadcast under a technical standard
known as NTSC. Licensees will be as-
signed a second channel to be used for
HDTYV transmissions. Three years after the
six-year application/construction period,
licensees will be required to simulcast 100
percent of their signal over both channels.

The final conversion deadline (and
phase-out of NTSCtelevision) is scheduled
tooccur 15 years after the date on which the
ATV standard is chosen or a final ATV
Table of Allotments is effective, whichever
is later. The agency has pledged to review
this schedule as marketplace developments
occur over the next decade or so. "

OCTOBER - 1993

RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING



gg(lr(CCV KSIV WCRV KQCV WFCV KCIV‘%

AM-760 AM-1320 AM-640 AM-800 AM-1090 FM-99.9
KANSAS CITY ST. LOUIS MEMPHIS OKLAHOMA CITY FT. WAYNE MODESTO/FRESNO

& THESE

»E
2% FACTS

X

ARE NOT

FICTION

Richard Bott Rich Bott
President AT Vice President

BOTT RADIO NETWORK

At BRN the Preaching of the Cross is our First Priority.

At BRN we believe our Christian programs should be of exemplary ethical
reputation. Further, we believe our greatest service, as a Christian broadcast-
ing company is to feature programs that point men and women to Christ,

At BRN we believe a Christian staff should be dedicated to the Lord and
consecrated to His purpose; but we also believe it takes people who have the
training and possess the talent to be really good at what they do. It takes
people who regard excellence as an absolute must and will not settle for less.

At BRN we believe that “‘show business’ is not our business and entertainment
is not our purpose. With this in mind, our programming is centered on the
serious study of God’s Word to help our listeners grow in the Lord and in their
knowledge of His Word. Also, our news and information features keep our
listeners informed about important issues from a Christian perspective.
People today need real answers to real problems, and that is the service to
which we are committed

= BRN
701 37 years a national leader . . .
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by Don Gregg

tis now 5 years after
Ithe birth of a dream, a

dream that has stood
the test of time, the
doubts of critics, and the
attacks of the enemy. It is
a dream that has brought
the life-changing power
of Jesus Christ to 231
nations of the world in 16
languages.

The dream was to
become High Adventure
Ministries, and the
dreamer was George Otis.
And the road down which
his dream has led him has
been marked by numer-
ous examples of the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Bringing Otis’ dream
to life has been costly and
difficult. Entering war-
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Never Failed

torn Lebanon 15 years
ago, Otis’ team was re-
peatedly shelled by hos-
tile forces before the first
radio station was even built. Life in a war
zone scared away would-be on-air minis-
ters and other staff members, and many
people questioned whether or not Otis
should continue pursuing his goal.

Over the years, 31 mortar and rocket
attacks launched by the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) have
been directed at High Adventure’s
Middle East stations. A savage terrorist
attack leveled the original radio complex
in Lebanon in October 1985. The death
of seven staff members on the mission
field remains a constant reminder of the
ministry’s vulnerability to unsolicited
violence.

Throughout his years of leadership,
Otis has been cursed, threatened, shot at,
and bombed. What he hasn’t been is
deterred from his dream of broadcasting
the Gospel around the globe. Always a
vision has burned in his heart. There have
been times of testing, financial pressures,
and real spiritual conflict. Incredible sac-
rifices have been made to advance the

Kingdom of God, a God Otis says “has
never failed me nor forsaken me on this
long journey.”

The Birth of a Dream

It was 1979, and George Otis was
reflecting on the challenge he had
received at the hands of an Israeli Prime
Minister. “I had been thinking of a way to
strengthen relations between the Jews and
the Christians,” Otis recalls. “1 had set
about [building] friendships with the
Israelis with whom I had contact. In the
course of this search, I found [ had oppor-
tunities to meet more and more often with
Israeli leaders.

“In 1975, I had the opportunity of
meeting with then-Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin. It was during one of our
conversations that a seed was planted in
my heart that four years later would blos-
som and bloom as a powerful dream.

“During our conversation, Mr. Rabin
spoke of the thousands of Christian
Lebanese who were being killed and were

George Otis and James Yan Hau broadcast into China from the Palau station.

crying out for the Christian community to
hear and respond. He challenged my heart
and that day planted a seed.

“In 1978, I was given the opportu-
nity to sit down with the new prime

As revival fires burn
throughout Central and
South America, the
Voice of Hope continues
to bum with a passion
for lost souls.

minister of Israel, Menachem Begin,”
Otis says. “As I spoke to Mr. Begin
about building bridges between the Jews
and the Christians, he brought me back
to the same question that former Prime

8
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Minister Rabin had addressed — ‘What
about Lebanon?” As I sat and listened to
Mr. Begin, the seed that was planted was
watered. What was God going to do?

“In just a matter of days, I was going
to find out. While I was staying at my
hotel in Israel, I received a phone call
from a friend by the name of Isaac
Gronberg. Isaac asked me if 1 would be
interested in meeting a very special man,
Major Saad Haddad — the “George
Washington™ of south Lebanon. I imme-
diately agreed to meet with him. I now
could feel [that] the seed that had been
planted and watered was now beginning

There have been
times of testing,
financial pressures,
and real
spiritual conflict.

we would begin to pray for the people of
Lebanon. ‘Is there anything else we could
do?' I asked. ‘Since you have asked,’
Major Haddad said, ‘1 dream of a small

1500000 WATTS OF EFFECTIE RADATED POWER
i : - P :_ A - }:‘—\
/%‘-: ._\\ 3 'y .

}‘h

High Adventure Ministry’s executive vice president John Tayloe reads testimonial letters from people who

have been touched by the ministry in Cuba and South America.

to sprout,” Otis says.

“After a few hours of conversation, I
said to Major Haddad, ‘Is there anything
that we can do for you?' He immediately
said, ‘We need prayer. Will you pray for
us?” I assured him that I would meet with
a group of Christians that very night, and

transmitter that would bring hope and
encouragement into this area of the
world.’

“In less than a moment,” Otis
remembers, “a dream was born. In a split
second, the Voice of Hope [World Radio]
Network was born.”

Nor Forsaken

The Focus of the Dream

The vision of this ministry starts with
the heart of its leader. In talking with
Otis, it becomes clear that he has never
lost sight of his dream. He has kept his
vision focused and constantly in front of
the staff of High Adventure Ministries,
now based in Van Nuys, Calif.

Otis has been blessed with the ability
to share and incorporate followers into his
passion for souls. Wherever there are peo-
ple hurting, people in pain, people who
are lost, there will also be the Voice of
Hope, sharing the love and mercy of
Jesus Christ. Indeed, this seems to be the
battle cry of this tested
warrior of the Lord.

Over the years, Otis
has built a strong network
of people who have been
willing to accept his chal-
lenge of not only fulfilling
the Great Commission but
of actually believing that
they could have a part in
finishing it.

Otis has done what
every great leader must
do: in some way model
Jesus Christ. In doing so,
Otis has instilled his
vision into the hearts and
minds of those who have
been willing to accept the
call and who are willing to
follow.

Whether it has been in
war-torn Lebanon, north-
ern Israel, Simi Valley, or
Voice of Hope’s newest
and most powerful station
on the island of Palau in
the South Pacific, men and
women have answered the
call to bring hope into a
hopeless world. And each
has been willing to place
their lives on the line in order to serve
Christ on a foreign field.

Phenomenal Growth
In 1980, the ministry suffered its first

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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NEVER FAILED. ..
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

loss of life when Ragi Ghanoum was
Killed by the PLO. This was the first time
that High Adventure Minis-tries had to
pay the ultimate price for its dreams. Yet

the Bible teaches that. “Unless a grain of

wheat falls into the earth and dies. it
remains by itself” alone: but it it dies, it
bears much fruit” (John 12:24). Through
the death of Ragi. the ministry began o
tuke on global dimensions.

God began 1o turn the eyes of Otis to
the world. The ministry faced many
obstacles in starting the first station in
Lebanon. Just obtaining permission to
build a station in Lebanon ook on inter-
national proportions. with the United
States State Department opposing the
proposal, fearing it would interfere with
the Middle East peace accords being

A Chinese student from Wu Han listens to High Adventure’s Mandarin broadcast

Christian Radio and
a Pattern of Miracles

by George Otis

picked a Holy Land site on which to

build the first of seven international
radio stations. The location seemed per-
fect 1o me, but others questioned my
choice, for it sat on one of the bloodiest
battlefields in the region. Still, I knew
that this was the place where God want-
ed me to begin reaching the nations for
Jesus Christ.

Today. several fine Christian
broadcasters fill the airwaves with inter-
national programming. and the listening
audience is legendary in scope.
Recently, High Adventure sent a moni-
tor through cities like Beijing, Wuhan.
Xian. Shanghai. Hong Kong. and
Singapore.

In each of these huge Asian cities.
the programming from Voice of Hope
came booming in from the station on
the island of Palau. There may be no
other experience which thrills a broad-
caster more than to clearly hear his own
station coming in from thousands of

In 1979. High Adventure Ministries

miles away.

The China/Asia station is broadcast-
ing daily in Mandarin. Vietnamese,
Korean. and English. High Adventure’s
programming is reaching every conti-
nent. Regular correspondence is arriving
from more than 200 countries, bearing
exciting news from listeners who have
found salvation. healing. and the teaching
of God's Word through the broadcasts.

The network is providing a way
for ministries to reach nearly every
people group and nation of the world
through their own taped messages. The
end results of Christian broadcasting
are most inspiring.

Even so. High Adventure is still
finding a void in some very important
places such as the subcontinent of India
and the all-important city of Jerusalem.
Plans are under way to commence
broadcasting in December over two
new stations which will cover both of
these locations.

In the vital Holy Land region. High
Adventure has placed one FM station
on Mount Hermon and another at

Maroun er Ras. An AM station and two
shortwave stations were placed on the
Hill of the Doves, which sets astride the
Israel/Lebanon border. This complex of
stations broadcasts in Arabic to the very
heavy Muslim population in the lands
round about. From the Hill of the
Doves, High Adventure also broadcasts
to both Russia. Scandinavia, and Africa
in English. Arabic, Farsi. and Russian.

High Adventure also operales a
large station in Simi Valley. Calif.,
which broadcasts 17 hours datly in
Spanish and English and covers
Mexico. Central America. the
Caribbean. and most of South America.
These broadcasts somehow produce an
unusual patiern and volume of miracles
as well as salvation.

The power. reach. and effective-
ness of international Christian radio is
indeed awesome! It has proven to be the
most efficient tool 1o reach the lost
beyond our shores.

George Otis is the president of High
Adventure Ministries.

|
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negotiated at that time. Yet High
Adventure was committed to building and
expanding.

In 1986, the High Adventure Voice
of Hope Latin American station signed on
from the ministry’s international head-
quarters in Simi Valley, Calif. The center
beam aimed directly at Cuba, reaching
into all of Latin America and the Caribbe-
an. Carrying a full array of programs, that
station is now heard in over 70 countries
and is the single most listened-to station in
many Hispanic communities.

Reports of the miracles being per-
formed as a result of this extension of
Otis’ dream come in daily, reports of faith
and healing. And as revival fires burn
throughout Central and South America,
the Voice of Hope continues to burn with
a passion for lost souls.

The key element in the growth seen
in this area of the world is the simplicity
with which ministry there is approached.
John Tayloe, High Adventure’s executive
vice president, explains, “The reason for
our rapid growth around the world is
directly related to prayer and [to] George
Otis’ ability to utilize his staff to develop
key strategies for every area of the world

that we are being heard in.

“We design a plan based upon stud-
ies that we have done in each region, then
we continually evaluate and upgrade our
master plan until we are meeting the
needs of our listeners.

“Based upon the tremendous

Wherever there
are people hurting,
there will also be
the voice of hope,
sharing the mercy
of Jesus Christ.

response we are receiving on a weekly
basis, we can see that our approach [has
been] successful,” Tayloe says. “So suc-
cessful that on April 19, 1992, High
Adventure Ministries launched its biggest
and most powerful station aimed at main-
land China and all of Asia. This radio sta-
tion has the ability to become the greatest

harvester in High Adventure’s already
powerful arsenal of stations.”

And so the dream continues. In
September 1992, High Adventure gath-
ered together some of the most respected
men in Christian circles today — Billy
Graham, Rex Humbard, James Robison,
Charles Stanley, Alberto Mottesi, Luis
Palau, Paul Cedar, Hermano Pablo,
Kenneth Copeland, and Reinhard Bonnke
— for “Operation Mighty Sickle,” an
evangelistic outreach that showered the
airwaves with nothing but powerful sal-
vation messages for 120 days.

And by the end of 1993, High Ad-
venture plans to have started another sta-
tion reaching India, all of Indonesia, and
eight other countries. “A man with a
dream never bows before the impossible,”
Otis says. “My dream was based upon the
infallible command of Matthew 24:14,
‘And this Gospel of the Kingdom will be
preached in all of the world as a witness
to all the nations, and then the end shall

LI

come.

Dr. Don Gregg serves High Adventure Min-
stries as the assistant to the president and
is a guest speaker at conferences and
churches across the country.

Shortwave (KVOH-Los Angeles)

Shortwave

s Voice of Hope — To all the Americas - 17.775 mHz

s Voice of Hope — Holyland - 945 AM
+ Prince of Peace — Holyland - FM 104.5/FM 105.1
+ King of Hope — Middle East - 6.280 mHz

YOU CAN REACH THE WORLD!

High
Adventure Ministries

Voice of Hope International Radio Network
reaching 203 nations with the Gospel of Jesus

Shortwave

¢ Voice of Holy Spirit — China and Asia - 9.830 mHz

(KHBN-Palau)

KHBN-Palau)

Call Ralph McDevitt and place your own program today. (805) 520-9460 - (805) 520-7823 FAX

* Wings of Hope — Russia and Europe - 11.530 mHz

+ Voice of Hope — India and Indonesia - Sign by Dec. 25

(Circle 103 on the Reader Service Card)
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by Curtis Troll

gram director for KRLF-FM in

Pullman, Wash., the future of Christ-
ian radio lies not in talk but in music.
According to Hunter, who is the designer
of what he calls “praise and worship for
the "90s,” Christian radio in coming years
will devote some 90 percent of its pro-
gramming schedule to music.

KRLF, a 420-watt non-commercial
station in southeast Washington state, has
been enjoying early success in its market,
due in large part to its mainly music, soft
contemporary Christian sound. The sta-
tion, a member of National Religious
Broadcasters (NRB), combines in its for-
mat praise and worship and top songs
from the adult contemporary and inspira-
tional charts, creating a distinctive sound
that is reaching a very broad-aged market.
This format, says Hunter, is a sharp con-
trast to what many have formerly thought
of as Christian radio.

Christian radio’s traditional image
has been one of back-to-back ministry
programs with a minor amount of music
interspersed. Gradually, stations have
begun introducing more music into their
formats, but the ministry program
remains the mainstay of much of
Christian broadcasting today — both for
format and funding.

Nevertheless, KRLF decided the
main ministry its market of approximate-
ly 50,000 needed was the ministry of
music. And KRLF offers lots of it — to
the tune of approximately 95 percent of
its weekly program clock.

“We have chosen our music mix very
carefully,” says Hunter. “Our desire is not
simply to play popular music to gain audi-
ence. And we’re not just after songs that
testify. We’re here to lift up Jesus Christ.
We have reports from Christians and non-
Christians alike that our format is a re-
freshing addition to their day.”

Besides its music format, KRLF is
also innovative in its creation of a studio
at minimal expense, one that relies on a
customized automation system and vol-
unteer operators who perform a few
duties at the studio and communicate with
the station’s computer via a portable cel-
lular phone.

Hunter says that even the station was
surprised by early results. “Some survey
returns indicate we’re already significant-

In the opinion of Kevin Hunter, pro-

Ministry

Mostly
Music

ol

ly leading day and night time periods in
our market,” he says. According to
Hunter, KRLF is proof that an excellent,
professional radio broadcast is not depen-
dent on unlimited financial resources. The
station’s staff is convinced that many
other churches and Christian organiza-
tions could adopt the KRLF format and
operating formula and find success in vir-
tually any market across the nation.

Small Beginnings

The process of getting on the air
began in 1984 when some pastoral staff
members of Living Faith Fellowship
Ministry Teaching Center (LFFMTC), a
growing 500-member church in Pullman,
expressed an interest in supporting a radio
station. LFFMTC currently houses the
KRLF studio and underwrites much of
the station’s productions.

Formal application for an FM fre-

quency was made in late 1987 and, fol-
lowing a two-year wait, the Pullman
church was notified that it had received
its Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) construction permit.

Then came the formidable tasks of
carving production and broadcast studios
out of an existing used-to-capacity church
facility and creating a mainly music for-
mat on a non-commercial band, with no
outside start-up financing — and all of
this in addition to providing for continu-
ing operating expenses.

KRLF learned quickly that entering
and prospering in the broadcast industry
(particularly Christian broadcasting) is a
strenuous exercise. The difficulties of
overcoming bureaucratic hurdles and
meeting the economic requirements nec-
essary to acquire a frequency and estab-
lish a radio station can be extreme.
However, the station hopes to set an
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example and demonstrate to local church-
es that a radio ministry is possible given
committed volunteers and a vision for
what the appropriate broadcast ministry
can accomplish.

From the small KRLF studio, the
broadcast signal is sent by microwave to
its transmitter located on a tall butte eight
miles away. This aliows KRLF to broad-
cast to a large area with a diverse market.
The station serves the young audiences of
two state universities: Washington State
University, in Pullman, and the
University of Idaho, located in nearby
Moscow, Idaho.

The market also contains an older,
conservative audience found in the sur-
rounding farming communities. The sta-
tions’ secondary reach includes the blue-
collar communities of Clarkston, Wash.,
and Lewiston, Idaho.

A '90s Kind of Format

Is it possible for a small station to
become all things to all people? Not
quite. But Hunter faithfully asserts that
the popularity of KRLF’s music format,

music which is more contemporary in
nature in order to better minister to the
large college student audience — and all

Christian radio’s
traditional image
has been one of
back-to-back ministry
programs with a
minor amount of
music interspersed.

of this while maintaining its praise and
worship emphasis.

Many of the station’s selected pro-
grams are also music-based. Christian
Countdown USA, Heartsong Magazine,
and Let Us Rejoice come through

Celebrate, hosted by Hunter, who has
been involved with radio broadcasting in
the region for 20 years. Hunter also hosts
what is possibly the longest-running
weekly Christian music program in
America, A Time to Rejoice, which airs
on a local rock station. A Time to Rejoice
has been on every Sunday morning for
the past 15 years without breaks or
repeats.

Music on KRLF is interrupted only
by Jack Hayford’s Living Way, Larry
Burkett’s How to Manage Your Money,
The Phyllis Schafly Report, and Answers
for Life, the Sunday morning message by
Dr. Karl Barden, senior pastor of
LFFMTC. News is on the hour.

Generous Talent

While the station’s mostly music for-
mat has been the cause of its increasing
listenership, it has been the station’s crew
of committed volunteers which has
accounted for its very existence. Part of
the message regularly preached from the
LFFMTC pulpit is Every Member
Involvement, a belief that every church
member can and should
find a place in ministry.

o
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For organizational and communication purposes, KRLF-FM operations manager Aaron Atkinson meets with
members of the station’s volunteer staff following a mid-week church service.

with its praise and worship emphasis, is
the foundation for the station’s success.
KRLF plays a soft contemporary
sound during the day, allowing for a wor-
shipful daytime presence in homes and
businesses. At night, the station plays
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KRLF's affiliation with the Christian
Broadcasting Network (CBN) in Virginia
Beach, Va. Word Records supplies
Heartcry.

In addition, KRLF produces an
hour-long Sunday morning program,

= " "

- | Pullman church members
' provide quality assistance
for KRLF operations,
accepting personal re-
sponsibility as a ministry
for the Lord.

In the beginning, a
local Christian broadcast
engineer offered his assis-
tance simply because he
wanted to see the station
get on the air. He provid-
ed crucial advice in wad-
ing through federal paper-
work and local govern-
ment bureaucracy. He al-
so steered interested engi-
neers from the LFFMTC
congregation toward the
knowledge necessary to
build and operate a radio
station.

KRLF’s only actual
“employee” is Aaron
Atkinson, a 1988 broad-
casting graduate from the
University of Idaho, who
serves as operations man-
ager. Atkinson oversees
the 15-member KRLF technical staff,
which is comprised of engineers, comput-
er programmers, a lawyer, building
inspector, supermarket produce manager,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING

OCTOBER » 1993

13



A MINISTRTY ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

and various other radio hobbyists.

Homegrown Automation

KRLF has avoided the cost of live
radio by employing a computer-driven
automation system developed at the sta-
tion. Hunter spent over a year searching
for appropriate programming elements,
assuming he would find a dozen satellite
systems from which to choose, in addi-
tion to tape networks. Although there are
more now, there were very few offered at
that time and none that fully provided the
sound Hunter desired.

The automation system at KRLF is
unique, due to the help of some compe-
tent computer programmers who worked
for the local universities and volunteered
time at the station. KRLF programmers
developed their own software package,
which is run through a NEXT computer,
chosen because of its advanced

KRLF, Hunter also serves as a staff pas-
tor at LFFMTC. Rod Marshall, KRLF
business manager, is also a staff pastor
and administrator of the church. Both
serve with Living Faith Fellowship
Educational Ministries, an integrated aux-
iliary corporation separate from the
church which serves as the station’s gov-
erning organization overseeing the facili-
ty's operations.

The Pullman church began in 1971
out of a weekly prayer meeting that met
in the home of Barden and his wife,
Sherri, who co-pastors the church. Before
embarking upon the challenges of a radio
station, Barden pioneered other signifi-
cant ministries in his region, including a
K-12 Christian school and a Bible col-
lege. Teaching curricula by Barden is
used internationally, and the Every
Member Involvement principles which
have contributed to the formation of
KRLF’s volunteer staff are described in
his book, The Activated Church, pub-
lished by Destiny Image.

It is KRLF’s link to a church such as
LFFMTC, along with a belief that the
makeup of the overall Christian church is
changing, which gives the station’s team
optimism that KRLF’s format will succeed.

“Jesus said, ‘I will build my church,’
says Barden. “More and more people are
returning to a local church. Our vision is
to minister to the whole man, and that
includes radio to reach our region with
the good news of Jesus. We are firmly
committed as a local church to filling the
air with the glory of Jesus Christ.”

Hunter says the KRLF team is more
than willing to share with others the
specifics of implementing the KRLF for-
mat and operating formula. “Any market
could benefit from worship to the Lord
being broadcast to [that] region,” Hunter
says. “Music is something that reaches
deeply into the soul of any individual.
Jesus said, ‘If [ be lifted up I will draw all
men unto me.” Music draws [people] to
the Lord.”

And indeed, says Hunter, that is what

capability for digital audio.
The program developed at
KRLF was beyond what was
available in the industry at that
time.

Before the NEXT comput-
er company (unfortunately)
went out of business, company
representatives visited the sta-
tion in consideration of pur-
chasing the rights to market the
station’s radio software.

KRLF’s programming
mix is made up of a tape deliv-
ery system from Broadcast
Programming, Inc., in Seattle.
KRLF produces its own tapes
for a greater praise and wor-
ship sound. The combination
results in about a 25 percent
back-announced format.

The station’s computer,
known as “Gabriel” to the
KRLF crew, is programmed to
switch music reels; play inter-
nal digital recording, public ser-
vice announcements (PSAs);
and switch to direct satellite
feed for the station’s news
broadcasts. Some program changes are
made manually by Atkinson or a volun-
teer technician after working hours.
KRLF volunteers use cellular phones at
night to keep in contact with “Gabriel” in
the event of problems at the station.

A Local Church Ministry

In addition to his involvement with

A

<

Given LFFMTC’s emphasis on wor-
ship and music, KRLF is a natural exten-
sion of the church’s ministry. Acting on a
growing membership roster and a belief
that excellence in fine arts is being
restored to the Christian church, LFFMTC
will soon construct a new worship and arts
center with a 2000-seat auditorium
designed as a performing arts center.

=

-

Murton Kinslow, a produce manager for a local supermarket, volunteers time each week to assist in
production at KRLF, thereby fulfilling a long-held dream of being involved in Christian broadcasting.

this ministry is all about.

Editor’s note: Persons interested in learning
more about the KRLF format or formula can
contact Kevin Hunter at (509) 332-3545.

Curtis Troll serves as administrative assis-

tant for the spiritual enrichment and public
relations department of Living Faith
Fellowship Ministry Training Center in
Puliman, Wash.
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Join the growing
Christian men’s
movement
in America!

Back to the Bible presents a
new radio program featuring
psychologist and author

DR. GARY OLIVER

Based on biblical principles. Packed with
practical applications. Anchored in real life.
Confident Living will hit home with the audience
it is designed to reach—men between the ages
of 30 and 50. Topics such as the myths of
masculinity, men and their emotions, and men
and their relationships will be covered.

The speaker for Confident Living is
Dr. Gary Oliver (M.Div., Th.M., Ph.D.), a clinical
psychologist with more than 25 years experience
in individual, marital and family counseling.
Dr. Oliver is at the forefront of the growing
Christian men’s movement in the United States.

Produced by the same people who give you
Back to the Bible and Gateway To Joy, Confident
Living is available in a weekly half-hour format
with 5-minute daily “drive-time” segments.

For more information and a free demo tape,
call Good Life Associates at 402-474-6440.

Confident Living

Helping men discover and develop their God-given potential

(Circle 254 on Reader Service Card)




by Elizabeth Erlandson

Five years ago, on October 3, 1988,
Elisabeth Elliot joined the ranks of
Christian radio personalities. In a medi-
wm dominated by men, Elliot’s popularity
consistently ranks high. Here's why
women — and men — love her.

66 ou are loved with an everlast-
ing love — that’s what the
Bible says — and underneath
are the everlasting arms. This is your
friend Elisabeth Elliot.”

For thousands of Gateway To Joy lis-
teners, these words are an invitation to sit
down with a cup of tea and take a break
with a friend. Women (and even some
men) tune in each day to hear what
Elisabeth Elliot has to say about single-
ness, marriage, motherhood, widowhood,
femininity, home schooling, sexuality,
and a host of other topics.

One Woman’s Dream

Jan Anderson Wismer, the original
producer and hostess for Gateway to Joy,
first met Elliot during Urbana 79, a stu-
dent missionary conference sponsored by
InterVarsity at the University of Illinois.
She began corresponding with Elliot and
couldn’t get enough of her no-nonsense
Scriptural teaching. “[Elisabeth] seemed
to be saying what no one else was saying,
in a way that no one else could say it,”
Wismer says.

A missionary with HCJB World
Radio, Wismer dreamed about returning
to her home in Lincoln, Neb., and talking
to the producers of Back to the Bible
about creating a five-minute radio pro-
gram for women. When Wismer finally
approached them in 1987, the producers
said they had also been thinking about
such a program but emphasized that the
right speaker would need to be found.

“What about Elisabeth Elliot?”
Wismer asked.

“We'll take her!” Back 1o the Bible’s
producers replied, specifying only one
modification to Wismer's original pro-
posal — that the program be 15 minutes,
not five.

Once she got the go-ahead, Wismer
spent four days at Elliot’s home in
Massachusetts, listening to tapes to see if
there was a chance that the programs
could be made from talks Elliot had
already given at conferences around the
country. She also scrutinized Elliot and
her husband, Lars Gren, as they lived out
their daily life. “I wanted to know if what
Elisabeth said really worked when it

Elisabeth Elliot
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came down to the nitty-gritty of her life,”
Wismer recalls

“A resounding ‘yes’ filled my mind
as 1 headed out the front door and loaded
up the car. [ didn’t know how this whole
program idea would work out, but I knew
that somehow it would. Lars and
Elisabeth had both expressed an interest
in pursuing the idea of producing a pro-
gram — and that was all [ needed to keep
the dream alive.”

Phenomenal Growth

On October 3, 1988, Gateway to Joy
was released for the first time on 73
selected stations. Back to the Bible had
hoped to attract 50 stations during the
first few months; instead, 100 stations
responded to the new program. Today,
Gateway to Joy is aired on more than 200
stations in the United States and Canada,
90 translators, and five cable systems.

In an age when popular opinion and
an “anything goes” mentality have
replaced God’s Word, the phenomenal
growth of Gate-

powerful and appealing? Maybe it is the
way she speaks directly, intimately, and
sympathetically to her audience. Or per-
haps it’s the breadth of her life experi-
ences. No doubt it is also the simple, sen-

I believe with all my
heart that every experi-
ence in life, if offered to

Christ, can become a

‘eateway’ to joy.

sible, yet profoundly spiritual way she
looks at life.

“My purpose is to love Christ and to
make Him loved,” says Elliot. “I believe
with all my heart that every experience in
life, if offered to Him, can become a
‘gateway’ to joy. Nothing happens that

way to Joy might
be considered
something of a
miracle. But as
producer Linda
Meyers points
out, the program
works because it
meets people’s
needs. “For man-
y ‘first genera-
tion Christians’
who don’t have
good role mod-
els, Elisabeth
Elliot fills the
role of the godly
older woman in
their lives,” says
Meyers.

Women are
not Gateway to
Joy's only listen-
ers. Letters have
come from long-
distance truck drivers, prisoners, widow-
ers, and a house painter whose entire
crew tunes in every day. “We’ve even
heard from farmers who shut off their
tractors when Gateway to Joy comes on,”
says Meyers. “And at a recent seminar,
several young men told me that
Elisabeth’s books The Mark of a Man and
Shadow of the Almighty changed their
lives.”

Powerful, Relevant Messages
What makes Elliot’s message so

Lisa Barry is the hostess for Gateway to Joy.

does not constitute God’s loving call —
to learn to know Him and thank Him, to
trust Him, to make of the happening an
offering.”

Elliot does not say this lightly. She
has experienced deep sorrow. Her first
husband, Jim Elliot, was killed by Auca
Indians in Ecuador, and her second hus-
band, Addison Lietch, died after a gruel-
ing battle with cancer.

Gateway to Joy is relevant because
Elliot relies on God’s guidance to select
her topics. “I have a l<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>