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How would

. meals for 69 million people? .

you go about

planning

At The Salvation Army, that’s
~ " what we did last year, feeding
over 69,000,000 hungry people. In
addition, we “worked miracles”
every day by providing lodging for
the homeless, daycare for children
and adults, and assistance for dis-
aster victims. But, just as impor-
tant, we continued to provide a
spiritual uplift for the “hungry of
heart™ through Wonderful Words
of Life, a 15-minute weekly radio
outreach that features inspiring
music and messages.

Photo by Rob Banayote

hunger spiritually by sharing a
weekly time slot with Wonderful
Words of Life. Be part of our
“miracle team.” Call (404) 728-
6727 today for a free audition kit.

Wonderful
Words of Life

...worldwide radio voice of
The Salvation Army




NRB 94: The
Awakening
by Elizabeth J.

Guetschow

There was much about
NRB’s 51st Annual
Convention & Exposifion
that was celebratfory
and joyous. But there
was also much that was
urgent and serious.

A Toe-Tappin’, Hand-
Clappin’, Knee-Slappin’
Sound by Mark Ward Sr.

Fans of southern gospel music are a

deeply devoted bunch, and it looks
as though their enthusiasm may be

22

"I Don't Ever
Want To Be
Satisfied”

by Gordon Ety
Even after 25
years in gospel
music, Larnelle
Harris isn‘t resting
on his laurels. In

fact, he’s not rest-

ing much at all,
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Features

Singing History
by Sarah E. Smith
National Public Radio’s
Wade in the Water
series fraces African-
American history
through sacred music.
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Avenues of Expression

by Bob Darden

She was the Dove Awards’ 1993
Female Vocalist of the Year. Her
music graces hymnals around
the world. So Twila Paris de-
cided it was time for a change.

From Praise to Petition —

Gospel Music’s Emotional Spectrum
Whether as a shout of joy or as a cry for
freedom, gospel music has long been a win-
dow to the souls of those who sing and play it.
This month, Religious Broadcasting considers a
genre of music distinguished by its varied sounds
but unified by the One to Whom if is offered.
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BOTTOM LINE

InfoCision.

Outhound Telemarketing
Christian Fund-Raising Experts.
| your ministry maximizing your

bottom line? Generating bottom line net
income with Christian communicators is how

InfoGision has become the undisputed Christian
p fund-raising
The work of nfoCision on .
behalf of our Ministry has proven, leader. InfoGision—
through ber of 3 A ..
ooy s 5 the right decision for
growth. We particularly outbound telemarketing
appreciate your communicators’
sensitivity, which has enhanced success! Let us demonsirate
;’}f},ﬁ,’,‘;’%gﬁﬂ"h = why InfoGsion s the
High Adventure Ministries und10||enged leader in
Dr.G Oti o ..
P:esisg;%ean(;l;ounder Christion fund'm'smg‘
CALL (216) 668-1400 TODAY.
And tolk to Tim Twardowski,
Executive Vice President,
Marketing, to get your free
subscription fo TeleFunding...
The fund-raising industry’s best o :
resource for developing successful =
outhound telemarketing programs that vl
increase your bottom fine.
inm ..
111 ™77
INFOCISION MANAGEMENT

INFOrmation/deCISION Management
325 Springside Drive, Akron, Ohio 44333 (216) 668-1400
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SieNNe ON

New NRB Chairman
“Signs On”

As National Religious Broadcasters (NRB) newly
elected chairman, I want to take this opportunity to express
my appreciation to David Clark, our retiring chairman, and
all NRB board and executive committee members with  Bob Straton is
whom I have had the privilege of serving for many years. ~chairman of National

The wise and able leadership, combined with our Religious Broadcasters
president, Brandt Gustavson, and his staff at NRB head- 2" .s;"'o' vice

. .. president of Walter
quarters, has enabled the association to successfully deal .. cCommunica-
with several significant problems, obstacles, and opportu-  ons in Fort Washing-
nities over the last three years. Our leadership has brought  ton, ra.
us through a difficult time and has charted a course
positioning us to move toward the 21st century with the confidence that we can
and will make a positive impact on our country and the world for Christ.

Our recent convention celebrated our jubilee year as an association. We had
many accomplishments to celebrate since NRB was founded in 1944, including
our headquarters relocation, constitution and bylaws revision, and the establish-
ment of standing committees for special interest groups. However, now is not
the time to look back; it is the time to look forward to the next 50 years and beyond,
as the future presents not only our greatest challenges but our greatest
opportunities as well.

The mass media — particularly the electronic media — play a crucial role in
social and political change. A noted sociology professor recently wrote that since
the 1970s, evangelical Christianity has been recognized as a vital and growing
component of American religious life, partly because of its extensive use of radio,
television, and other modern means of communication.

As NRB members, our challenge, as the century closes and we approach a
new millennium will be to leverage our talents to extend our influence through
television and radio to all segments of the population. We must attract a wider
audience by broadcasting quality programming which is relevant and contem-
porary but which does not compromise our Christian message.

During the next three years, my goal is to communicate the positive impact
and important role Christian broadcasting plays in helping to shape the faith,
values, and culture of society. Millions of people across the nation are becoming
increasingly vocal in expressing their concern about the quality of American
broadcasting. We are well positioned to respond to these very valid concerns and
provide quality programming which will fill the spiritual as well as the purely
entertainment void existing in today’s secular broadcast programming.

As an organization, we have emerged from the ‘80s with integrity and ethics
in the forefront of our mission. We are stronger and more united with an even
greater commitment to ministry through broadcasting. Our strength lies in our
Christian faith which is reinforced by our association as a united voice for
Christian values and principles.

I encourage every member of NRB to take an active role in the organization,
whether it is on the national or local level, and to seek out others within the
broadcasting industry and to encourage them to join. Individually, we can be
heard; collectively, we can make a difference.

On behalf of the new executive committee, I pledge to you our support of
your ministry. You have entrusted us to seek the Lord and His guidance for this
organization. I pray we might be worthy in all that He sets before us as we serve
Him and our members. May we all sense God'’s blessing upon us as we minister
together.
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TUNING IN

Explanation of
Presidential Non-Invite

A number of you have spoken or written to me
voicing your opinions and raising questions about Na-
tional Religious Broadcasters (NRB) not inviting President
Bill Clinton to address NRB 94 in Washington, D.C. Allow  Dr. £. Brandt Gustav-
me first to give you the official statement prepared by son is president of
NRB’s executive committee concerning the invitation: National Religious

“In recent years it has been the decision of the NRB  © ";‘7?’77”“”;;'}#.
leadership to invite the President of the United States to ggoagcgi?]g_ clplons
address the annual convention. This has always been a
nonpartisan choice, with both Republican and Democratic presidents participat-
ing. However, for the '94 convention, it is the decision of the executive committee
that no invitation will be extended.

“As believers, we are admonished to pray for those in authority, and commit
ourselves fervently to that task. However, we cannot give a platform to a leader
who so aggressively supports and puts forth policies and positions which are
blatantly contrary to scriptural views.”

Now I'd like to share an excerpt from a letter I wrote to one of our esteemed
members who disagreed with this decision:

“I want to comment on your question regarding not inviting President Bill
Clinton to speak to our assembled convention. First of all, let me remind you that
last year before his inauguration, we had invited the president-elect to attend and
speak to the convention. Two invitations were sent from our office about six
weeks apart, and we did not have the courtesy of a response to either of those,
nor did we even receive a greeting from the White House to be shared with our
convention [delegates].

“Through the year of 1993, there were several contacts we attempted to open
with the White House concerning a meeting with the president. Our purpose
was to discuss our concerns about the Fairness Doctrine and other matters related
to religious broadcasting. We were not able to get such a meeting established.
. - . In other words, we have taken some initiative in trying to open dialogue or
conversation with the White House, but were not successful.

“At [the 1993] convention, the board of directors, very openly and without
much counter-comment, urged us not to invite Clinton to address the convention
in 1994. . . . It certainly was a factor relative to our not inviting the president for
this year’s meeting.

“It was also interesting to see the trend of the [White House] on some very
basic issues where Christians feel that the president and his administration take
opposite opinions on moral, spiritual, and ethical issues. It was primarily this
background which also figured into NRB not issuing an invitation.

“I am certainly aware that our membership and other adherents to NRB
would not have been rude to the president if he had been invited to address a
session. But at the same time, there was evidence that many of our people would
not attend such a session . . . addressed by this president.

“I say all of this to you to ask for your understanding and forbearance in us
not issuing such an invitation to President Clinton for 1994. As is very clear, we
have not wanted NRB to be a partisan association. . . . It is a Christian association
which must, of course, keep in mind the wishes, opinions, and attitudes of its
membership. In this regard, it was felt that to issue no invitation was far better
than to issue [one] which could have been accepted and ultimately caused an
embarrassing, sparsely attended session.”
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High Adventure Minist;'ies
YOU CAN REACH THE WORLD THROUGH RADIO!

CHINA - SI CHUAN PROVINCE

Dear H.S. Radio Broadcaster, dear bros and sisters,

Good wishes! On June 15, 6:00 pm, I received your
broadcasts. Everyday, besides the Central Broadcast
& Province Broadcast. | will stay near the radio from
5:00 pm to 12:00 mid-night to listen to your station
to listen to all the bros and sisters preaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ. I'm very touched by vour pro-
grams and your songs. | hereby thank you for your
teachings and help. To tell you sincerely, when you
preach and tell us to say_the sinner's prayer sentence
by sentence, | followed and now I'm a Christian. May
the Lord be with me forevermore.

Ruben Cabral-VOH China/Asia

I often listen to your radio programs and I enjoy them very
much. 1 have found out about Jesus Christ and about Christianity
through your radio station “Wings of Hope.” I especially enjoy the
Bible study. I am 40 years old, I am blind. and I live with my family.
Because I am blind, 1 cannot go to the Church. So those people like
me who have physical problems are grateful to you for the radio
programs. The Christian radio stations are a must to have for us. I
listen to you every day at 1800 Moscow time. on 25 metres. The
reception is very good. | want to convey my gratitude for the radio
station and to all the programmers.

May God bless you.

&g. - Viauslav Petchelkin (Russia)

Voice of Hope Staff-Holyland Broadcast Outreach

Voice of Hope International Radio Network
reaching 203 nations with the Gospel of Jesus

Call today to place your broadcast and reach the world

Georee otis
+ Voice of Hope — To all the Americas - 17.775 mHz » Wings of Hope — Russia and Europe - 11.530 mHz
Shortwave (KVOH-Los Angeles) Shortwave
* Voice of Hope — Holyland - 945 AM * Voice of Holy Spirit — China and Asia - 9.830 mHz
» Prince of Peace — Holyland - FM 104.5/FM 105.1 (KHBN-Palau}
+ King of Hope — Middle East - 6.280 mHz * Voice of Hope — India and Indonesia - Sign by Dec. 25
Shortwave KHBN-Palau)

Call Ralph McDevitt collect and place your own program today. (805) 520-9460 - FAX (805) £20-7823
High Adventure Ministries ¢ P.0. Box 7466 * Van Nuys, California 91409



[READERS” [REACTIONS

Closed-Captioned Correction

Dear Editor:

Unfortunately, you have erred in your
assertion in the December issue that “just two
religious programs” are being closed-captioned.
The Praise the Lord program on the Trinity
Broadcasting Network (TBN) is closed-cap-
tioned as it is going out live. It's an amazing
undertaking, a true asset to the body of Christ,
and it needs to be recognized in your pages.

I've had the opportunity to observe the
process at the TBN studios, and the woman
who provides the captioning is truly gifted for
this service. Itis a very intense process and she
must pay rapt attention to the show in order to
transcribe what is being spoken. Indeed, some
of the guests get fairly excited and speak very
rapidly; still the captioning is amazingly faith-
ful. I'd submit that it’s as good or better than
captioned NFL broadcasts I've seen.

I would point out as well the programs
your article highlighted are post-produced, so
the captioning is much easier. Praise the Lord is
captioned live. Your readers need to know that
TBN is on the cutting edge of this process.

Stephen A.D. Bucek
TCI Cablevision of California
San Jose, Calif.

Book Columnist Responds

Dear Editor:

The vehemence of Dennis Alan Miller’s
letter (appearing in February’s “Readers’ Reac-
tions”) serves to demonstrate that speaking-
in-tongues is not only a disputed but often
divisive issue among Christians. Rather than
deliberately focusing on the controversial, it is
Religious Broadcasting’s general policy to rou-
tinely review books which reflect the widest
possible range of common undisputed Chris-

tian interests — and to occasionally review
books reflecting less-inclusive topics, such as
tongues.

It should be noted that past reviews have
included books by charismatics and non-
charismatics, dispensationalists and non-
dispensationalists, Arminians, and Calvinists
— Christians all.

My major concern is whether or not an
author accomplishes his stated purpose which,
whenever possible, 1 directly quote. The
author’s doctrinal position is noted to the
degree that it affects his presentation (my
perception of which may not always agree
with someone else’s).

For this reason, a reviewer of religious
material may inadvertently step on a few toes
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orarouse a few passions. However, itis not my

intention to offend but to inform, not to crusade

but to evaluate. Not everyone will agree with

each and every review, but I trust, as fellow

believers, we can disagree without being dis-
agreeable.

Harry Conay

columnist for “The Book Shelf”

West Orange, N.].

Kudos for February Issue

Dear Editor:

Thanks for a remarkable February issue.

Religious Broadcasting is one magazine |
always read from cover to cover the day it
arrives, if at all possible, but the February
number was so loaded it took me parts of two
days to complete. Beverly LaHaye’s [“Socially
Speaking”] work on government intervention
was especially helpful.

As a daily program broadcaster on one
station, . . . I am not a “big fish” in the radio
ministry field. However, my first license and
job came in 1952, and even then I was aware of
the need — largely unmet at the time — for a
publication like yours and work such as is done
by your membership. I have watched with
interest and joy as it has developed.

Even your graphics are attractive to me!
One slightly negative note: evidently being
charismatic does not keep one from being
antagonistic! This, of course, is a reference to
Dennis Alan Miller’s letter in “Readers’ Reac-
tions” in February.

Again, my compliments on what many of
us “out here” consider a job being well done.

R. Charles Blair

director of missions

West Kentucky Baptist Association
Clinton, Ky.

Please Address Letters To:
Readers’ Reactions
Religious Broadcasting

7839 Ashton Avenue

Manassas, VA 22110

Fax: (703) 330-7100
Letters must be signed to insure publication
and limited to 250 words or less. Religious
Broadcasting reserves the right to edit all
material for length, grammar, and style. Reli-
gious Broadcasting will not print material
containing personal attacks, insults, or other-
wise libelous statements.




Bott Radio Networr

Announces ...

KCCVis0/523

Kansas City’s Christian Voice

Delivering the TOTAL AUDIENCE —
Kansas City’s ONLY Christian AM/FM DUO.

For over 31 years KCCV has served the With the huge coverage of K€CV-760 AM
Greater Kansas City Area with QUALITY reaching into 5 states during the day ... and
Christian Programming All Day ... Every Day. the crystal clear 24 Hour FM stereo signal of
KCCV-92.3 FM, Christian families though-
Now, a new day has dawned in Kansas City out the Greater Kansas City Area are now

with the advent of KECV-92.3 FM, a Full served better than ever before.
Power, Class C3 FM station serving the Kansas
City Area 24 Hours A Day. Kansas City’'s Christian Voice, KCCV AM/FM

delivers the Total Audience in Kansas City.

KCCV-760 AM and KCCV-92.3 FM —
Kansas City’s Christian Radio DUO You Can Depend On!

; A Service of

B! BOTT RADIO NETWORK

*STRENGTH »

KCCV-760 AM  KCCV-92.3 FM KSIV-1320 AM  WCRV-640 AM

Kansas City Kansas City St. Louis Memphis
Dick Bott KCIV-99.9 FM WFCV-1090 AM  KQCV-800 AM Rich Bo#t
President Fresno/Modesto Fort Wayne Oklahoma City Vice President



Congress May Reshape Industry

Reports concerning congres-
sional proposals to lay new ground
rules for the emerging “information
superhighway” usually focus on the
roles to be played by local telephone
companies, long-distance carriers, and
cable operators. But broadcasters, too,
are included in what promises to be
the most comprehensive overhaul of
communications law since the enact-
ment of the Communications Act of
1934.

The long-heralded convergence
of telephone, computer, and cable
technology has made revision of exist-
ing communications laws a priority
for Congress and the White House.
While theindustry essentially has been
segmented along individual service
lines (e.g., local exchange telephone,
long-distance, cable) congressional
leaders, White House officials, and
key industry representatives now gen-
erally agree on policies designed to
promote competition in the delivery
of interactive voice, data, and video
services to homes and businesses.

Congress is now reviewing three
bills — two in the House and one in
the Senate — that take varied and
sometimes divergent approaches to
restructuring the industry. All three
measures are devoted in large part to
lifting legal constraints and protec-
tions now applicable to local exchange
carriers (LECs), particularly the seven
so-called Regional Bell Operating Com-
panies (RBOCs).

Created under the antitrust settle-
ment that dissolved the old AT & T
system, the RBOCs currently enjoy a
monopoly (or near monopoly) over
local exchange service in their regions.
But RBOCs are barred from providing
long-distance services and, like all
LECs, may not provide cable televi-
sion service within their telephone
service regions.

H.R. 3636 [sponsored by Edward
Markey (D-Mass.) and Jack Fields (R-
Texas)} would permit LECs to enter
the market for “video programming
services” under certain safeguards.
Two conditions in particular should
benefit broadcasters. First, a LEC gen-
erally would not be permitted to pur-

10 Religious Broadcasting / April 1994

chase or gain control of existing cable
operators in its telephone service area
— thus ensuring that many broadcast-
ers should have two video providers
vying to carry their signals. (The Sen-
ate bill contains a similar provision.)

Second, the Markey-Fields bill
would require an LEC’s video pro-
gramming service to make channel
capacity available to commercial and
noncommercial broadcasters. The bill
also would give broadcasters the right
to choose either mandatory carriage
on the LEC’s video programming ser-
vice or to be compensated for carriage
of their signals.

However, any proposal for man-
datory carriage protection presumably
would be affected by the Supreme
Court’s impending decision on the
constitutionality of must-carry as im-
posed under the Cable Television
Consumer Protection and Competi-
tion Act of 1992.

H.R. 3626 [sponsored by Jack
Brooks (D-Texas) and John Dingell (D-
Mich.)] concentrates on RBOC entry
into the markets for long-distance ser-
vices, equipment manufacturing, and
electronic publishing. The definition
of the latter term explicitly excludes
“video programming” and “full mo-
tion video entertainment on demand;”
however, and consequently, the bill
proposes little of direct significance to
broadcasters.

In contrast, the Senate measure,
S. 1822 [sponsored by Ernest Hollings
(D-5.C.)] contains three provisions
designed to help broadcasting remain
healthy in a more highly competitive
environment. First, it would require
the Federal Communications Com-
mission to review current restrictions
on television station ownership; pre-
sumably this would lead to an easing
of the rules that would strengthen
broadcasters’ economic viability. Sec-
ond, the commission would be re-
quired to consider whether certain
broadcast program exclusivity rules
now applicable to only cable system
carriage should be broadened to cover
other multichannel video providers.

Finally, the Hollings proposal
would permit stations to use their

WasHNGTON WATCH

BY RicHARD E. WiLey

Richard E. Wiley is a
former chairman of the
Federal Communica-
tions Commission and
is general counsel for
National Religious
Broadcasters. He was
assisted in the
preparation of this
article by Rosemary
Harold.

assigned spectrum for data transmis-
sion and other untraditional services.
The provision was promoted by broad-
casters who would like to use a por-
tion of their channels (including addi-
tional spectrum to be allocated for
conversion to advanced television) for
commercial services, such as paging
and computer data transmission. At
this time, the bill permits stations to
offer non-programming services only
if those uses are “related to” program-
ming services and broadcasters pay a
fee to the government comparable to
that paid by other commercial service
providers.

Despite general accord on the need
to remove the legal divisions separat-
ing communications services, many
details remain to be determined. For
example, cable operators and long-
distance carriers, who want to enter
the lucrative local exchange market,
hope lawmakers will set high thresh-
olds for competition in local telephone
services before freeing LECs to com-
pete in their market niches.

Still, given the rare consensus in
Washington, it is likely some legisla-
tion — probably containing elements
from all three bills — will pass this
year. As of this writing, the biggest
obstacle could be Congress’ calendar,
which soon will be dominated by
health care proposals. If final compro-
mises on the communications bills
cannot be settled by September, the
matter may be pushed off until 1995.%



Tap Into the Most Responsive
Christian Lists With Response Unlimited

Many of today’s mailers and telemarketers have discovered
evangelical consumers to be one of the most responsive target markets!

Today!

Active Christian Home School Buyers (17,962) .............. $80/M*
Activist Christian Donors (128,932) ........................

Activist Evangelical Donors (473,992) ........
AMG Iinternational (33,974) ...............
American Church Bond Investors (57,840) ...

American Patriot Donors (189,383) ........................
American Portrait Films Video Buyers (43,216) . ............. $70/M*
Back to God Activists (14,783) .................. ... $70/M
Baker's Plays Religious Buyers (14,941) .. .................. $80/M*
Best Political Conservative PAC Donors (234,717).......... $100/M
Bible Literature International (10,000)...................... $60/M
| Bible Pathway (31,000).....................cviviiiinn... $90/M
| Bible Prophecy Bookbuyers & Donors (13,051) ............ $100/M
| Biblical Evangelist(25,647) .................... ... .. ..., $80/M*
Biblical Perspectives Active Buyers (19,038) ................ $85/M*
Biblical Scoreboard Magazine (47,583) .................... $65/M*
Born Again Doctors Who Donate(3,930) .................. $100/M*
| Buyers of Christian Bestsellers (3,736) ..................... $80/M*
| California Evangelical Political Givers (23,401) ............. $100/M*
Canadian Christian Heritage (55,521) ..... ................ $60/M
| Check Writing Evangelical Activists (51,543) ................ $80/M
| Checks ThatBless (39,803).................coiiiinann., $80/M*
| Chicagoland Christian Buyers (16,953) .................... $75/M*
| Christian Action Network (28,107) ........................ $120/M*
| Christian Communicator Subscribers (3,000) ............. $350/F
Christian Computer Software Buyers(3,335) ............... $80/M*
| Christian Computing Magazine (228,000) .................. $90/M*
| Christian Concert Attendees & Buyers (476,781) ............ $70/M*
Christian Contemporary Music Buyers (68,281) ............. $75/M*
[ Christian Contributor Name Source (504,827) .............. $45/M*
| Christian Donors for Constitutional Rights (46,810).......... $70/M*
| Christian Health & Nutrition Bookbuyers (36,103) ........... $70/M*
Christian Home School Product Buyers (89,812) ............ $75/M*
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Prime Evangelical Political Donors (38,365) ................. $90/M*
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Saratoga Press Subscribers (13,877) ....................... $80/M*
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This Week in Bible Prophecy Product Buyers (19,599) ........ $85/M
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Video Bible Story Buyers (116,803) ... ...................... $85/M*
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by Bob Darden

N BASEBALL TERMS,

Twila Paris has had a career

year. The diminutive, blonde-

haired singer’s last three pro-
jects, Sanctuary, Cry for the Desert,
and greatest hits package A Heart
That Knows You, have all set sales
records and won critical acclaim.

Furthermore, in the midst of a
much-needed sabbatical, Paris won
the Gospel Music Association’s cov-
eted Dove Award for 1993 Female
Vocalist of the Year, breaking a
decade-long hold on that award by
Amy Grant and Sandi Patti.

And in that decade, award or no
award, Paris became one of the best-
loved and most admired of all con-
temporary Christian artists. Her pen-
etrating, clear-eyed lyrics, and haunt-
ing, hummable melodies have taken
her around the world, performing
before ever-larger audiences.

So, refreshed and reinvigorated
from her sabbatical, Paris does what
you’d expect any highly successful,
highly motivated artist to do. She
changes directions.

A New Sound

Beyond a Dream is Paris’ most
aggressive, contemporary album
to date. Even the lyrics are different,
ranging from prophetic warnings to
clarion calls for activism within the
body of Christ. Even the artist herself
seems a little startled by the passion
involved in virtually every track.

“Before we ever started record-
ing, we all knew there was some-
thing in the air, but my husband,
Jack, was the first to say it out loud,
even though | was thinking it too,”
Paris said. “I think everybody
agreed that we needed more guitar-
oriented songs this time around.
The music called for it, even though
[ still wrote more on piano than any-
where else.

“So overall, I think this project is
a bit more organic than my previous
releases. It's pop with a little edge —
maybe a tiny bit of an R&B edge
and even a tiny, tiny bit of a country
and western edge here and there as
well. It is certainly more ‘up’ than
anything we’ve ever done before.”

Armed with that sense of musi-
cal urgency, pre-production meet-
ings with producers Brown Bannis-
ter and Paul Mills saw Paris
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Twila Paris is a 1994 Dove Award nominee for
Songwriter of the Year and Female Vocalist of the Year.
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involved in the studio process to an
unusual degree. “It is definitely not
like anything you've heard from me
before, although: it is related to my
previous releases,” Paris says. “It is
definitely pop. And yet, it will be
very much accessible to those who
perceive it being right down in the
middle.”

The end result, Paris says, is
probably her most “radio-friendly”
album in years. “Actually, I think
radio [people] will say “Thank you!
after three-and-a-half years of virtu-
al pop radio silence,” she says.
“After all, I'm the one who gave
them Sanctuary, which is not exactly
prime drive time or going-to-the-
beach-styled music.

a Dream during or just after her sab-
batical. “I'm certainly not saying
that I'm a prophet, but it is interest-
ing to me that several of the tunes
are prophetic in nature,” she says.
“They feel, lyrically, very current —
and current events come to mind —
while reflecting a biblical world
view.”

Some of Paris’ new songs and
lyric attacks will surprise long-time
listeners, especially those expecting
another “The Warrior is a Child.”

“‘God is in Control’ begins,
‘This is no time for fear, this is a
time for faith and determination.’
That’s one of the real uptempo
songs, sort of a pop/rock anthem,”
Paris says. “It is encouraging to me,
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Putting her composing talents to work, Twila Paris has written every song on her

12 albums and has accumulated 15 No. 1 singles

“But as we’ve been working on
this project, we've been saying, “This
is car music!” So I have a feeling the
radio guys will say, “Thank you for
thinking of us.” | hope it is exactly
right for AC [adult contemporary]
radio.”

Fruits of Refreshment
Interestingly enough, Paris
wrote most of the lyrics for Beyond

and when I hear that, it is obvious
that no matter what all is going on
right now in our world and current
society, God really is in control.

“ ‘Rescue the Prisoner’ is about
how when we get very frightened or
angry in our country about some-
thing, we tear away the principles
this nation was founded on. The
lyric reminds us that the battle is not
against flesh and blood — and that

those who are doing these things are
really prisoners of war.

“ ‘Watch and Pray’ talks about
how no one knows the hour or the
day of Jesus’ return — and what we
should do until then,” Paris says.
“It's interesting, but I'd never writ-
ten a song about the Second Coming
before this one.

“There is also one little simple
chorus that stands alone,” Paris con-
tinues. “I'd never finished it, and
when I introduced it at [executive
producer] Darryl Harris’ urging,
everybody said, ‘Just do it like that.’
So it is the closing for the album. It's
titled “The Light is Shining,” and it is
a very helpful, encouraging state-
ment in song.”

Visible Changes

There are other changes afoot in
the Paris camp. The most visible has
been her contract as spokesperson
for the giant Parable Book Store
chain. It's not a new role for Paris,
though: she worked in her parents’
Christian bookstore from age 12
through high school.

“It's very easy for me, very
comfortable for me to be a spokes-
person for Christian retailers,” Paris
says. “Christian bookstores allow

Continued on page 14
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me to minister. So I'm very aware of
that in a personal way.”

The Parable association has
meant unparalleled visibility for
Paris. She’s done dozens of photo
shoots, recording sessions, and
interviews for Parable’s quarterly
catalogs, in addition to posters, in-
store stand-ups, television advertise-
ments, and radio spots.

Parable founder and president
Steve Potratz says that the company
had been looking for some time for
an artist with both growth potential
and an overt spiritual statement.
“[Paris] has really committed herself
to the church, which is our primary
audience,” Potratz says.

“She’s a beautiful lady, and she
clearly portrays the largest market
we have, which is 18 to 34-year-old
females,” he adds. “She fits that
very well and is a godly example of
a Christ-like lady. She very clearly
puts forth that example in the
media. And we hope people seeing
that will follow through in buying
Christian products.”

Other intriguing avenues of
expression have opened for Paris in
recent months as well. She has
recently joined with The Chapel of the
Air radio program in support of the
organization’s month-long 1994 wor-
ship celebration, “We Will Glorify:
Becoming People of Worship in
Church and Home.” The September
1994 theme is the focal point of over
65 nationwide conferences.

Paris has already completed
a number of radio and television
interviews and a conference video,
and she will appear in a specially
prepared brochure — all of which
will be used in local market promo-
tions for the upcoming Chapel of the
Air events. The Chapel of the Air is a
15-minute, Monday-through-
Saturday broadcast heard on 500
radio stations across the United
States and Canada.

Finally, Paris, who recently was
one of the featured vocalists on the
“Young Messiah” tour, has even
been toying with changing how she
tours. “Though nothing has been
decided yet,” she explains, “I've
already been doing some different
things. Before I went off the road
and took a year off, I usually trav-
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The music of Twila Paris, such as “He is Exalted” and “We Wil Glorify,” can be found
in hymnals and songbooks throughout the world.

eled with three other musicians,
which meant I could do some things
completely live. I'd like to do more.
“The spring of 1993, Wayne
Watson and [ toured together and

“No matter what all
is going on right now
in our world and
current society,
God really is in control.”

performed a completely live show
with my sister on background
vocals,” Paris continues. “But I was
able to do that partly because I had
shorter sets and was able to leave
out certain songs and partly because

we had a real band behind us. A full
concert would be hard to do with
only four players.

“There’s a fine line there. People
want that live sound, but they also
like the song the way they’re used to
it. It's not fun to hear everything
completely different. But if it is
exactly [the same], they could have
stayed home and listened to the
record! So, despite the costs —and
we don’t tour to raise money —
we're looking at adding more play-
ers. That’s quite a stretch for me.”

For long-time Twila Paris fans,
it’s fun to hear words like “stretch”
and “aggressive” and “prophetic”
attached to a new project. But if
she’s worried at all about how the
market will accept Beyond a Dream,
she’s certainly not letting it show.
“I'm so excited about this project.

I always say that, but I really am.”

Bob Darden is an editor for
Biflboard Magazine.
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by Sarah E. Smith

Wade in the water

Wade in the water,

children.

Wade in the water

God'’s gon’ trouble the water.

ROM GENERATION TO

generation, the old passed

their wisdom on to the

young in song. Songs weav-
ing a rich tapestry of a people shack-
led with the bonds of slavery and
then oppressed in the land of free-
dom. Songs coming from the souls
of the singers who poured out into
music a glorious message of love,
joy, and eternal hope. Songs form-
ing the battle cries for freedom from
slavery recycled to serve as rallying
cries for equality.

Through each generation, the
sacred music tradition of African-
Americans was orally preserved for
all to hear of a people who over-
came tremendous odds and influ-
enced American music in a way
unequaled by any other form.

Wade in the Water: African-
American Sacred Music Traditions,

a 26-part production by National
Public Radio (NPR), takes listeners
into a moving, insightful, trium-
phant 200-year account of a people.
The series demonstrates how this
rich, diverse, and powerful sacred
song tradition sustains, echoes, and
nurtures the African-American
community — where singers
become storytellers chronicling their
own history.

Influence Unequaled

“ African-American sacred
music has, either directly or indi-
rectly, affected every other music
form, style, and presentation in this
country,” explains Sandra Rattley,
executive producer of the series.
“There are shows within the 26-
hour program that focus on the
impact of African-American music
on the classical music tradition, on
the jazz tradition, on the folk tradi-
tions, and so forth.”

Rattley says the importance of
bringing this series to the public was
three-fold: “In one way, we're help-
ing to tell an untold story. [In anoth-
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] fory:

“Preserving the Culture
of African-Americans

er], it is not a black
history project, but
a focus on
American history
and an aspect of
American life and
culture [many]
don’t know about.
And thirdly, [we're
bringing it]
because this music
has such a broad
impact on every
other music form.”
While NPR is
constantly doing
programs on vari-
ous music genre,
Rattley points out
the main reason
NPR chose to
emphasize this

music was because
“it’s consistent
with [NPR’s] mis-
sion to represent
the culture of this
country and all of
its complexity and diversity — to
ensure that multiple voices are
heard and to make sure the stories
are being told that have not been
done before.”

The music has a unique place in
the African-American experience in
that in tracing its heritage, an oppor-
tunity arises to also tell the oral his-
tory of African-Americans in this
country, Rattley adds.

A Massive Pro ject
Five years in production, Wade

Dr. Bernice Johnson Reagon is the host of National Public
Radio’s Wade in the Water: African-American Sacred
Music Traditions series.

in the Water is the brainchild of Dr.
Bernice Johnson Reagon, who is also
the series’ host. Reagon is a curator
of the Division of Community Life
at the Smithsonian Institution
National Museum of American
History and founder of the Smith-
sonian Program in African-Ameri-
can Culture.

For almost 20 years, Reagon has
been researching various aspects of
African-American sacred songs —
from 19th century spirituals to 20th
century gospel. One major outcome
of her research, Wade in the Water is

Sl e9UoH



20 years’ worth of archival material
collected from the Smithsonian, as
well as the interviews and original
material we recorded.”

Production on Wade in the Water
was probably one of the most com-
plex in terms of the amount of work
NPR had to do from five years ago
to the present, Rattley admits. “[The
work] included the development of
an advisory panel of experts, histori-
ans, ethnomusicologists, rare musi-
cal experts, etc., to help guide and
inform the content. It involved doing
original research in many instances.
It involved reviewing the 20 years of
music archives and interview tapes
the Smithsonian
made available.

On their 1871 inaugural tour, the Fisk Jubilee Singers became the first group to

bring spirituals to the concert stage.

mostly funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities,
with additional support from other
foundations, donations, and Reagon
herself — from the MacArthur Fel-
lowship Award she received in 1989.
Reagon grew up hearing tradi-
tional, African-American sacred
music in the church where her
father was a pastor. “When our
ancestors taught these songs, they
were teaching history lessons that
they never wanted their grandchil-
dren to be without,” Reagon says.
With Wade in the Water, Reagon,

along with NPR, has attempted to
convey to a new generation the old
history lessons learned by African-
Americans for 200 years. Called by
Time magazine an “ambitious new
series,” Rattley says the program is
“ambitious because [of] the depth,
the scope, and the complexity. . . .
We had to present the material in a
way that would appeal to people
both from that tradition and those
who [aren’t]. It was very ambitious
to actually put together 26 one-hour
shows from all the material we gath-
ered — 200 years’ worth of history,

fiF .

“It involved
going out in the
field all over the
United States and
[conducting] field
recordings of some
of the very old tra-
ditions as well as
contemporary
musicians. It
involved music
searches of rare
archives and pri-
vate collections to
get the rights of
certain material,”
Rattley continues.
Although about 60
to 70 people con-
tributed to this
project, in the day-
to-day recording
and editing, NPR
worked with a core group of seven.

Each show opens with a version
of someone singing “Wade in the
Water” (26 variations in all). The
programming exposes listeners to
the best in new gospel recordings as
well as rare archival material
enhanced for broadcast by digital
processing. Wade in the Water focuses
on the genres of leading composers
and lyricists and on major musical
traditions, including spirituals, lined
hymns, quartets, and gospels.

The song lyrics convey a sense
of what black people were thinking
— their philosophies and world
views — as they survived slavery
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and moved into this century,
Reagon says. For example, Reagon
explains the 19th century spiritual
“Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel,
Why Not Every Man?” was clearly
created by someone who was not
free or was in search of freedom.
The song, she adds, implies if God
could deliver Daniel from the lions’
den, then surely He was able to ren-
der equal justice to those enslaved.

Other antebellum songs, such as
“Steal Away,” “Run, Mary, Run,”
and “The Old Ship of Zion,” illus-
trate the use of coded messages urg-
ing slaves to escape and flee oppres-
sion. In the period following the
Civil War, factors influencing sacred
music included the development of
historically black educational insti-
tutions, the two waves of African
American migration to the North,
and the civil rights movement.

O Pioneers

Beginning in the 1870s, the Fisk
Jubilee Singers, a group of African-

American students from Fisk
University, revolutionized what had
become known as the spiritual.
Prior to the Fisk Jubilee Singers, this
type of sacred music had never been
performed on a formal stage, but as
the singers traveled abroad, their
music gained momentum, resulting
in an emergence of groups from
other black colleges, such as
Hampton and Tuskegee institutes.

Local quartets began springing
up throughout the African-Ameri-
can community at the turn of the
century. A cappella quartets, com-
prised mostly of men, dominated
African-American sacred music,

a trend which would continue for
more than 60 years.

One pioneering group, the
Golden Gate Quartet of Tidewater,
Va,, is credited with being the first to
make the transition from the smooth
harmony of the jubilee quartets to the
foot-tapping characteristics of quartet
singing in the thirties. Their perfor-
mances, Reagon says, were a big
departure from the traditional, Euro-
pean choral-influenced performance
style heard during the twenties.

“These kinds of things people
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Gospel singer Clara Ward was the
lead singer of the Ward Singers, one of
the most popular gospel groups of the
1950s and '60s.

sang about and the message in the
songs also changed as a result of the
Great Migration in the first half of
the 20th century,” notes Spencer
Crew, acting director for the
Museum of American History. The
difficulties and obstacles African-
Americans faced during the migra-
tion were indicative of the music
written and produced, he adds.

These themes were reflected in
lyrics such as “Courage, my soul,
and let me journey on, though the
night is dark, it won’t be long.
Thanks be to God, the morning light
appears. And the storm is passing
over, the storm is passing over, the
storm is passing over, hallelujah.”
Other songs with similar messages
included “We’ll Understand It By
and By,” “Stand By Me,” and “God
Will Provide for Me.”

As African-Americans left their
rural communities for urban cities,
“the rhythm of the music also
changed,” Reagon explains. In
Chicago during the early 1940s,
Kenneth Morris, a gospel pianist
and arranger, taught this new style
of playing that had a “bounce” to it.
Gwendolyn Lightner, a classical-
trained pianist, heard the bounce
and convinced Morris to teach her
to play this new music with rhythm
and soul. When Lightner relocated
to the West Coast, she took with her
this new accompaniment style,
which was quickly picked up by
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Groups such as The Rickey Grundy Chorale carry on the tradition of African-
American sacred music.

other musicians, and the West Coast
became the major catalyst for
today’s contemporary gospel.

With the sacred music incorpo-
rating a “beat” common to secular
music, the presence of such ele-
ments created a controversy among
many church people, Reagon notes.
This controversy was not a new
phenomenon because historically,
there were always critics whenever
new musical elements or perfor-
mance styles were integrated into
more traditional sacred repertoires.

For example, members of the
Golden Gate Quartet received criti-
cism when they took the spirituals
into a new rhythmic percussion
style of singing. Thomas Dorsey,
who emerged in the thirties as one
of the principal figures in gospel,
was criticized when he introduced
blues and jazz styles into his music.

Morris became the target of crit-
icism when he played the first
Hammond organ, which had been
used in secular bands, during a
Chicago church service. And more
recently, Aretha Franklin and Ray
Charles had their dissenters when
they moved from gospel and the
performance of sacred music to
major careers in popular main-
stream music.

However, this new music form
has always resulted in an expanded
audience, Reagon observes, pointing
to the overwhelming popularity of

contemporary gospel groups, such
as The Winans and Take Six.
Interestingly, in 1988 BeBe and
CeCe Winans’ album Heaven
became the first gospel album to
crack Billboard’s rhythm and blues
Top 10 chart.

Reagon herself has been
involved in singing sacred music
with the critically acclaimed ensem-
ble Sweet Honey in the Rock, which
she formed in 1973. She sees the
group as an extension of her com-
mitment to be true to the continu-
ance of her people.

“What African-Americans have
created is central to what is precious
and treasured about American cul-
ture. I feel that I am responsible for
helping to tell the complete story,”
Reagon stresses.

NPR relied on its panel of advi-
sors and Reagon to tell its version of
African-American sacred music his-
tory, Rattley says. For every one of
these programs, NPR had a story
meeting with the advisors, in which
each hour would be mapped out.
Benchmark events, developments of
different songs and styles, people to
be interviewed, and specific pieces of
music to be heard were all discussed.

Rattley says the underlying
theme of Wade in the Water is the
sense of mission the music has in-
stilled over the years. “Even though
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People Like

What
They’re
Hearing...

“l love your show! Pro-Life
Perspective always keeps me
up-to-date on the latest trends

and information in the pro-life
movement.’ Angela Hicks; Edmond, OK

“...lcommend NRLC & Dr. Franz
for educating the public on abortion
and other issues through Pro-Life
Perspective.”  David Ingram; Ft. Smith, AR

First broadcast in January 1985,
“Pro-Life Perspective” is the official
radio broadcast of the National Right
to Life Committee (NRLC), the
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