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TOP R&B/HIP HOP SONG

OF THE YEAR

“If | Ain't Got You"

Writer: Alicla Keys

Publishers: EMI Music Publishing
Lellow Productions, inc.

TOP RAP SONG OF THE YEAR
“Lean Back”

Writers: Remy Ma, Scott Storch
Publishers: Reach Global, Inc.
Remynisce Muslic, Scott Storch
Music TVT Music, Inc.

TOP SOUNDTRACK SONG

OF THE YEAR

“Runnin’ (Dying To Live)”

from TUPAC: RESURRECTION
Writers: Easy Moe Bee, Luis Resto
Tupac Shakur, Notorlous B.1.G.
Publishers: Bee Mo Easy Music
Big Poppa Muslic, EMI Music
Publishing, Jaceff Music,

Justin Combs Publishing
Restaurant's World Music
Universal Music Publishing Group

TOP RINGTONE OF THE YEAR:

“in Da Club”

Wiuiters: 50 Cent, Dr. Dre,

Mike Elizondo

Publishers: 50 Cent Music

't Nothing But Funkin’ Music

r Music, Elvls Mambo Music
ic Of Windswept, -
rner/Chappell Music

niversal Music Group H

R&B/HIP-HOP WINNING SONGS:
“All Falls Down” SF =
Writer. Lauryn Hill Zal =
Publishers: Obverse Creation
Muslc Inc., Sony/ATV Tunes, LLC -
 “Burn” e
‘Writers: Jermaine

e

“Confessions Part II”

Writers: Jermaine Dupri, Usher
Publishers EMi Music Publishing
Shaniah Cymone Music, UR-1V

‘Damn'”

Writers: J-Bo, Sean Paul, ROBMAC
Publishers. Drugstore Publishing
Swole Muslic, TVT Music, Inc.

"Diary”

Writers. Kruclal, Alicia Keys
Publishers Book of Danlel Music
EMI Music Publishing

Lellow Productions, Inc.

“Dirt Off Your Shoulder”

Writers: Jay-Z, Timbaland
Publishers: Carter Boys Publishing
Virginia Beach Muslc
Warner/Chappell Muslc, Inc.

‘Freek-A-Leek”

Writers. Petey Pablo, C.0.

La Marquis Jefferson

Publishers. Kumbaya, Me And Margq
Music, Piscapo Music, Zomba
Enterprises, inc.

“Goadies”

Writers. Ciara, Petey Pablo

La Marquis Jefferson, Sean Garrett
Publishers: Christopher Garrett's
Publishing, Hitco South, Kumbaya,
Me and Marq Music, Royalty
Writings, Zomba Enterprises, Inc.

“Headsprung”
Writers: LL Cool J, Timbaland

" Publishers: LL Cool § Music,

Sony/ATV Tunes, LLC,

Virginia Beach Music,
Warner/Chappell Music, Inc.
“Hotel”

Writer: Cassidy. Swizz Beatz
Publisher: Larsiny, Swizz Beatz,

~ Universal Music Publishing Group.

~ ‘I Don't Wanna Know"
- Writers. Chauncey “Loon” Hawkins

Lo Deezy, Erick Sermon,

RESGAE AIMST
OF THE TEAR

GOSPOL ARNSY
OF THE YEAR
SMOKIE NORFUL.

SEAN PALL

Parrish Smith

Publishers: Child Support Publishing,
Donceno Music Publishing,

EM! Music Publishing, Hot Heat
Muslc, Justin Combs Publishing,
PMD Music

“Jesus Walks~

Writer: Rhymefest
Publisher: BMG Songs, Inc.,
Sotomon Ink

“Locked Up~

Writers: Akon

Publishers: Byefall Productions,
Inc., Famous Music Corp.

“Lean Back”

Writers: Remy Ma, Scott Storch
Publishers: Reach Global, Inc.
Remynisce Music, Scott Storch
Music, TVT Music, Inc.

“Me, Myself & 1™

Writers: Beyoncé, Scott Storch
Robert “EST” Waller

Publishers: Beyoncé Publishing
Black Owned Musik, Hitco South
Notting Dale Songs, Inc., Scott
Storch Music, TVT Music, Inc.

“My Boo"

Writers: Jermaine Dupri, Alicia Keys
Manuel L. Seal, Adonis
Shropshire, Usher

Publishers: BMG Songs, Inc.

EM! Muslc Publishing, Justin
Combs Publishing, Lellow
Productions, inc.

Phoenix Avenue Music Publishing
SLACKAD Music

Shantah Cymone Muslic, UR-IV

“My Place”

Writers: El DeBarge, Willlam
DeBarge, Bunny DeBarge, Nelly
Publishers: BMG Songs, Inc.,
EMI/Jobete Music Co., Inc.,
Jackle Frost Music, Inc.

A T

“One Call Away

Writers. Chingy, Alonzo “Zo” Lee, Jr.,
Vice

Publishers: Almo Music Corp.

BMG Songs, Inc., Chingy Music
Trak Starz Music

“Overnight Celebrity

Writer: Twista

Publishers: Almo Music Corp.,
Stayin High Music

“Slow Jamz”

Writers. Burt Bacharach, Hal David
Twista, Kanye West

Publishers: Atmo Music Corp.

EMI Music Publishing, Famous
Music Corp., Stayin High Muslic
Ye World Music

“Sorry 2004”

Writers: Antonio Dixon

Ronnie “Little Ronnie™ Jackson
Harvey Mason, Jr., Damon Thomas
Publishers: Anthony Nance Muzik
Antonio Dixon’s Muzik, BMG Songs,
Inc., Demis Hot Songs, E Two Music
Einnor Music, EMI Music Publishing
First Avenue Music LTD. {PRS)

“Splash Waterfalls”

Writers: Ludacris, Larry Mizell
Publishers: Almo Music Corp.
Alruby Music Inc.,

EMI Music Publishing,
Ludacris Music Publishing, Inc.

“The Way You Move”~

Writer. Big Bol

Publishers: Gnat Booty Music,
Chrysalls Muslc Group

“Tipsy "

Writers: J-Kwon, Joe “Capo” Kent
Mark “Tarboy” Wllliams

Publishers: EMI Music Publishing
Hood Hop Music, Notting Dale
Songs, Inc.. Tarpo Music Publishing

"U Should've Known Better”
Wniter Jermaine Dupri




SONGWRITERS OF THE YEAR
ALICIA KEYS
JERNMAINE “JD" DUPRI

Publishers: EMI Music Publishing
Shaniah Cymone Music

Walked Outta Heaven
Writers: Brandon Casey, Brian Casey
Publishers: Alr Control Music, Inc.
EMI Music Publishing,
Them Damn Twins
“Why
Writers: Havoc, Jadakiss, Pierre
Moerlen (SACEM:
Publishers: BMG Songs, Inc.
EMI Music Publishing,
Jae Wons Publishing
Justin Combs Publishing, Juveniie Hell

Yeah!”
Writers: Ludacris, Sean Garrett
La Marquls Jefferson,
James “L Roc” Phillips
Publishers: Alr Control Music, Inc.
Basajamba Music
Christopher Garrett's Publishing
EMI Music Publishing, Hitco South
tudacris Music Publishing, Inc.
Me And Marg Music

“You Don't Know My Name”~
Writers: Allcla Keys, Kanye West
Publishers: EMI Music Publishing
Leliow Productions, Inc.,

Ye World Music

RAP WINNING SONGS:

“All Falls Down~

Wiiter: Lauryn Hitt

Pubtishers: Obverse Creation Music
inc., Sony/ATV Tunes, LLC

“Damnt”

Wniters: +Bo, Sean Paul, ROBMAC
Publishers: Drugstore Publishing
Swole Muslc, TVT Music, Inc.

“Dirt Off Your Shoulder”

Writers: Jay-Z, Timbaland
Sublishiers: Carter Boys Publishing,
Virginia Beach Music,
Warnetr/Chappsil Music, Inc.

THE ASCAP RATYTHAE & SOUL

NERIDGL AWARD

AMIAY JAM & TERRY LEWIS

“Freek-Aleek”

Writers: Petey Pable, C.0.,

La Marquis Jefferson

Publishers: Kumbaya, Me And Marg
Music, Piscapo Music, Zomba
Enterprises, Inc.

"Headsprung”

Writers: LL Cool J, Timbaland
Publishers: LL Cool J Muslic. Sony/ATV
Tunes, LLC, Virginia Beach Music,
Warner/Chappeil Music, Inc.

“Hotel”

Writer: Cassidy, Swizz Beatz
Publisher: Larsiny, Swizz Beatz
Universal Music Publishing Group

“I'm Still In Love With You™
Writers: Sean Paul

Publishers: Dutty Rock Music,
EMI Music Publishing

“Jesus Walks™
Writer: Rhymefest
Publishers: BMG Songs, Inc.. Solomon ink

“My Place”

Writers: El DeBarge, Willlam DeBarge
Bunny DeBarge, Nelly

Publishers: BMG Songs, Inc.
EMI/Jobete Music Co., Inc.,

Jackle Frost Music

“On Fire”

Writers: 50 Cent, Lloyd Banks
Kwamé, Luis Resto

Publishers: 50 Cent Muslc, Almo Music
Corp., Bros Gimmmm, Jaceff Music,
Restaurant’s World Music, Universal
Music Publishing Group

“One Call Away”
Writers: Chingy, Alonzo “Zo” Lee Jr., Vice
Publishers: Almo Music Corp., BMG Songs,
Inc., Chingy Music. Trak Starz Muslc

“Overnight Celebrity”

Writer: Twista

Publishers: Almo Music Corp.,
Stayin High Muslc

“Slow Jamz'

Writers: Burt Bacharach, Hal David,
Twista, Kanye West

Pubushers: Almo Music Corp., EMI Music
Publishing, Famous Music Corp., Stayin
High Muslic, Ye World Muasic

*Splash Waterfalls™

Writars: Ludactls, Larry Mizell
Publishers: Almo Music Corp.,

Alruby Music inc., EMI Music Publishing,
Ludacris Music Publishing, Inc.

“Stand Up”~ =

Writers: Ludacris, Kanye West
Publishers: EMI Music Publishing
Ludacris Muslc Publishing, inc.,
Ye World Music

“The Way You Move~

Writer: Big Bol

Publishers: Gnat Booty Music,
Chrysalis Music Group

“Tipsy”

Writers: J-Kwon, Joe “Capo” Kent,

Mark “Tarboy™ Willlams

Publishers: EMI Music Publishing, Hood
Hop Muslic, Notting Dale Songs, Inc.,
Tarpo Music Publishing
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;RESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

VPRI ™
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AN IMPORTANT
VICTORY

he importance of the Supreme Court cannot be overstated. Its rulings affect
practically every aspect of our lives — our civil liberties, our civil rights, our
rights as copyright holders and creators.
In a landmark decision on June 27 in MGM Studios vs. Grokster, the
Supreme Court sided 9-o in favor of copyright holders and against peer-to-
peer software providers such as Grokster, Kazaa and StreamCast. This unanimous deci-
sion sends a clear message that P2P enterprises cannot use the intellectual property of
songwriters, composers and other copyright owners as start-up capital for their busi-
nesses. The P2P business model relies on the use of our music, as well as movies and
other creative works, without permission or payment to the creators and copyright own-
ers, and therefore is outright theft.

On behalf of all ASCAP members - and there are now over 210,000 of us - | hope that
this decision will strengthen the public understanding and respect for our right as
America’s creators to make a living from our work, which so enriches the nation and the
world. This is one of ASCAP’s most important missions, and it will be helped by this
Supreme Court decision.

This issue of Playback features coverage of several of ASCAP’s recent award shows,
where we honored the writers and publishers of the most performed songs in the genres
of pop, country, film and television music, rhythm and soul, theater, concert and
Christian music. I would like to congratulate all of this year’s winners on your well-
deserved recognition. To have your music embraced by thousands, perhaps millions of
listeners, is truly an achievement.



ENTER YOUR
SONGS NOw!

ENTRY DEADLINE:
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$100,000 IN CASH &PRIZES

2005 JUDGES INCLUDE: MONTE LIPMAN (PRESIDENT, UNIVERSAL RECORDS) -
TOM WRITS - LORETTA LYNN - JOSS STONE - MERCYME - AMY RAY (INDIGO
GIRLS) - SONNY ROLLINS - JOHN SCOFIELD - DARRYL MCDANIELS (RUN D.M.C.) -
LEANN RIMES - ISRAC BROCK (MODEST MOUSE) - MACY GRAY - STEVE VAI -
BEBE WINANS - PETER HOOK (NEW ORDER) - BENJI MADDEN (GOOD CHARLOTTE) -
KEITH WOZENCROFT (PRESIDENT, CAPITOL MUSIC UK) - AND MANY MORE...
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Contact: Kay Rogers, Realty Executives
42672 Moonridge Road P.O. Box 7014
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315-7014

Cell: 909-841-8721 Office: 909-584-2202
Fax: 909-584-4442
E-Mail: kay@kayrogers.com

6 PLAYBACK

@ »j& l rvunlcbhls

PLAYBACK

VOLUME 12 ISSUE 3
SUMMER 2005

Executive Editor PHIL CROSLAND
Editor in Chief ERIK PHILBROOK

Senior Editors
KAREN SHERRY,
JIM STEINBLATT, LAUREN 10SSA

Assistant Editors JON BAHR, JIN MOON,
PAULINE STACK
Contributors KARL AVANZINI,

LISA GANZENMULLER,

DANA GRAHAM NEWMAN,
ESTHER SANSAURUS,

HANNAH STEINBLATT,

JULIA TRACEY

Design DAVID POLLARD
Contributing Design JOSEPH ULATOWSKI

ASCAP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President and Chairman
of the Board

MARILYN BERGMAN,

FREDDY BIENSTOCK, ARNOLD BROIDO,
BRUCE BROUGHTON, HAL DAVID,
JOHN L. EASTMAN, ROGER FAXON
NICHOLAS FIRTH, DONNA HILLEY,
WAYLAND HOLYFIELD, JAMES NEWTON
HOWARD, JIMMY JAM, DEAN KAY,
LEEDS LEVY, JOHNNY MANDEL,

JAY MORGENSTERN, STEPHEN PAULUS, DAVID
RENZER, IRWIN Z. ROBINSON, STEPHEN
SCHWARTZ, KATHY SPANBERGER,
JIMMY WEBB, PAUL WILLIAMS, DOUG WOOD

Chief Executive Officer
JOHN A. LOFRUMENTO

Executive Vice President, Membership Group
TODD BRABEC

ADVERTISING

Director of Advertising JAY ROSENFIELD
5 West 86th Street, Suite 16B
New York, NY 10024
Phone: (212) 496-5002, Email; j7r@nyc.rr.com

Playback is produced by
Westchester Media, Inc.
© Playback 2004
by the American Society of Composers,
Authors & Publishers,
ASCAP Building, One Lincoln Plaza,
New York, NY 10023

All rights reserved. ISSN-1080-1391
Member Services: 1-800-95SASCAP
Website: www.ascap.com
Email: info@ascap.com

ATLANTA
PMB-400
54110th Street NW
Atlanta, GA
30318-5713
(404) 3511224
Fax/DSL: (404) 3511252

LOS ANGELES
7920 West Sunset Blvd.,
3rd Fioor
Los Angeles, CA 90046
(323) 883-1000
Fax: (323) 883-1049

MIAMI
420 Lincoln Rd, Suite 385
Miami Beach, FL 33139
(305) 673-3446
Fax: (305) 673-2446

CHICAGO
1608 N. Milwaukee
Ste. 1007
Chicago, IL 60647
(773) 394-4286
Fax: (773) 394-5639

NASHVILLE
Two Music Square West
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 742-5000
Fax: (615) 742-5020

NEW YORK
One Lincoln Plaza
New York, NY 10023
(212) 621-6000
Fax: (212) 724-9064

LONDON
8 Cork Street
London W1S3LJ
England
0N-44-207-439-0909
Fax: 011-44-207-434-0073

PUERTO RICO
654 Ave.
Mufioz Rivera
IBM Plaza Ste.
1018
Hato Rey, PR 00918
Tel. (787) 281-0782
Fax. (787) 767-2805



PLAYBACK

SUMMER 2005

FEATURES

NEIL YOUNG PEERS
THROUGH HIS FOUNDERS
AWARD AT ASCAP'S POP
MUSIC AWARDS SHOW IN
LOS ANGELES

10

WINNERS CIRCLE

In the past few months at
award shows around the coun-
try, ASCAP honored its top
writers and publishers in the
fields ot pop, rhythm and soul,
film and television, concert
and Christian music. Full photo
coverage begins on page 10.

KEYS TO SUCCESS

ASCAP 2005 Rhythm and Soul
Songwriter of the Year Alicia
Keys is riding a wave of suc-
cess this year
that started
with her win-
ning four
Grammys in
March. She
talks to
Playback
about her
songwriting
“journey.”

58

GET TO KNOW MUSICPRO
ASCAP created MusicPro
Insurance to provide not only
members, but the greater
music industry with affordable
health, property and liability
insurance. Here is the full
story behind the venture and
its success.



AND JOHN
PIZZARELLI

ROBBIE FULKS

FACES & PLACES

NASHVILLE

Actor and new ASCAP member John Corbett
records country album; the 10th Annual Key West
Songwriters Festival; Blue Merle at Bonnaroo;
Gretchen Wilson in Memphis; Rodney Crowell and
Keith Urban celebrate their #1 single, “Making
Memories of Us.”

FILM & TELEVISION

Leiber & Stoller are honored by the American
Society of Music Arrangers and Composers; ASCAP
cosponsors the Fame Audio Network Guild's con-
ference and awards show.

LATIN CORNER

ASCAP presents panel and showcase at the Latin
Billboard Conference; The 4th Annual Latin
Songwriters Workshop is presented in Los Angeles.

SYMPHONY & CONCERT

The ASCAP Concert Music Awards and The Morton
Gould Young Composer Award winners.

DEPARTMENTS

10

HEADLINES

ASCAP R&S, Film & Television, Pop, Concert and
Christian Music Awards; The Songwriters Hall of Fame;
Bucky Pizzarelli is among the new inductees to the
ASCAP Jazz Wall of Fame.

20

ASCAP ACTION

Bonnaroo 2005; The ASCAP Music Lounge at the
Tribeca Film Festival; The NARAS Atlanta Heroes
Awards; Michael McDonald is presented with the

ASCAP Harry Chapin Humanitarian Award.

28
NEW MEMBERS

Alkaline Trio, Anna Nalick, Beto Cuevas, Eric Lewis,
Lena, Adrienne Young

30
RADAR REPORT

Brendan Benson, Robbie Fulks (pictured), Diamanda
Galas, Tegan and Sara, Pitbull, Lesley Gore, Motion
City Soundtrack

68

ASCAP FOUNDATION

The ASCAP Foundation marks 30 years of making music
grow; Little Kids Rock receives a grant from The ASCAP
Foundation Irving Caesar Fund; the Virginia Arts Festival
and Milwaukee's Present Music receive grants from the
ASCAP Foundation Joseph and Rosalie Meyer fund.

/4 MEMBER BENEFITS
76 STEPPING OUT
80 NOTEBOOK

COLUMNS

A -{BBC. MARC BLITZSTEIN

HERITAGE

March 2, 2005 marked the
centennial of composer
Marc Blitzstein, best known
for his controversial musical
theatre work, The Cradle
Will Rock.

72
LONDON CALLING

First Man, The Young Knives
and The Cinematics are just
a few of the new UK bands
making a buzz in England.




CDs in 10 days. Any questions?

1,000 CDs IN JEWEL BOXES JUST $1,290!

You can have top quality, retail-ready CDs in just 10 business days. Start to finish.
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and sounding CDs are only 10 days away?
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HEADLINES.

18th Annual ASCAP Rhythm & Soul
Music Awards Presented in Los Angeles

Jimmy Jam, Terry Lewis, Alicia Keys, Jermaine Dupri,
Smokie Norful, Sean Paul and 50 Cent Among Top Honorees;
EMI Music Publishing Named Publisher of the Year

PEROUNT

(I-r) ASCAP's Todd Brabec and Jeanie Weems, ASCAP Rhythm & Soul Heritage
Award recipients Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis, Clarence Avant and ASCAP CEO

John LoFrumento

Jermaine Dupri and Alicia Keys were named Songwriters of the Year at
the 18th Annual ASCAP Rhythm and Soul Music Awards held on June 27
at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles, CA. Over 700 music and enter-
tainment luminaries gathered to celebrate some of today's most popular
music as awards were presented to the songwriters and publishers of the
top ASCAP songs on the 2004 R&B, Hip-Hop and Rap charts.

Songwriters and super-producers Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis were hon-
ored with the prestigious ASCAP Rhythm & Soul Heritage Award, which
is given to members who have had a major impact on the legacy of
Rhythm and Soul music.

Two new awards were introduced at the ceremony --
Top Gospel Artist of the Year, and the Jamster- spon-
sored "Top Ringtone Song of the Year." Grammy winning
EMI Gospel recording artist Smokie Norful, who opened
the show with a stirring performance of the song
"Power," was presented with the award for Top Gospel
Artist of the Year. Top Ringtone Song of the Year went to
"In Da Club" written by 50 Cent, Dr. Dre, and Mike
Elizondo. ASCAP is the first U.S. performing rights orga-
nization to license and distribute royalties to its song-
writer members for ringtone performances.

Among the honorees and notables attending the cel-
ebration were Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis, Jermaine
Dupri, Alicia Keys, Paula Abdul, Clarence Avant, Big Boi of
OutKast, Jerome Benton (formerly of The Time), Terrell
Carter, Chingy, Ciara, DJ Quik, Faith Evans, Free and A.J.
of BET's 106 & Park, Kevin Garnett of the Minnesota
Timberwolves, Everette Harp, India.Arie, Janet Jackson,
Kenny Lattimore, Leon, Lil' Mo, Loon, Ludacris, MC Lyte,

10 PLAYBACK

~ZASUAP

Marcus Miller, Chante Moore, Mya, Smokie Norful, Petey Pablo,
Kim Porter, Kelly Price, Holly Robinson Peete & Rodney Peete,
Teddy Riley, Donnie Simpson, The Game, The Underdogs, The
Youngbloodz, Timbaland, Twista, Nancy Wilson, and more.

With four award-winning songs apiece, Jermaine Dupri and
Alicia Keys shared the enviable Songwriter of the Year Award.
Dupri was honored for "Burn," "Confessions Part II," "My Boo"
and "U Should've Known Better" Keys was honored for the
songs: "Diary," "If | Ain't Got You," "My Boo" and "You Don't
Know My Name." Keys also collected the award for Top
R&B/Hip-Hop Song of the Year for "If | Ain't Got You."

A special highlight of the evening was the presentation
of the ASCAP Rhythm & Soul Heritage Award to Jimmy Jam
& Terry Lewis in recognition of their outstanding contribu-
tions as songwriters, producers and musical innovators
whose artistry and humanity continue to influence and
inspire the world of music. Renowned industry executive
and one of the most influential leaders in entertainment
business history, Clarence Avant, joined ASCAP CEO John
LoFrumento on stage to present the award. As part of a
musical tribute to Jam & Lewis, India.Arie performed the
song "Eyes of the Heart" from the 2003 movie Radio, which
she co-wrote with Jam & Lewis, James Horner and Jim "Big Jim"
Wright. Music Director Michael Bearden led an all-star band, which
featured Everette Harp, Kelly Price, and Terrell Carter performing Jam
& Lewis songs.

Publisher of the Year honors were presented for the twelfth time to
EMI Music Publishing for their 19 award-winning songs: "Burn,"
"Confessions Part II," "Diary," "I'm Still In Love With You," "I Don't Wanna
Know," "If | Ain't Got You," "My Boo," "My Place," "Runnin' (Dying To
Live)," "Slow Jamz" "Sorry 2004, "Splash Waterfalls," "Stand Up,"




Rhythm & Soul Awards continued

"Tipsy," "U Should've Known Better" "Walked Outta Heaven," "Why?."
"Yeah!," and "You Don't Know My Name."

Sean Paul was named Top Reggae Artist of the Year, and was also hon-
ored for his award-winning song "I'm Still In Love With You" featuring
Sasha. Terror Squad's "Lean Back" written by Remy Ma and Scott Storch
was named Top Rap Song of the Year. The song was also recognized in
the R&B/Hip-Hop category.

Top Soundtrack Song of the Year honors went to "Runnin' (Dying To
Live)" from TUPAC: RESURRECTION by Tupac featuring The Notorious
B.1.G., written by Easy Mo Bee, Luis Resto, Tupac Shakur, and Notorious

B.L.G. On hand to collect the award were writer Easy Mo Bee, Voletta
Wallace, (the mother of Notorious B.L.G.), and Dina Taylor of Amaru
Entertainment.

Among the songwriters with multiple award-winning songs were:
Jermaine Dupri and Alicia Keys with four; La Marquis Jefferson,
Ludacris, Usher and Kanye West with three each; and 50 Cent, Sean
Garrett, Petey Pablo, Luis Resto, Scott Storch, Timbaland, and Twista with
two each.

»For lists of winners see ad on page 2; Complete photo coverage starts
on page 42.

"ASCAPT-l-onc}}s Top i—"ilm and Television

Composers at 20th Annual Awards Celebration

John Debney Receives The ASCAP Henry Mancini Award;
Mark Snow Receives The ASCAP Golden Note Award; Special
Celebration Marks Harold Arlen Centennial

ASCAP presented its Henry Mancini
Award to John Debney and its Golden
Note Award to Mark Snow at the 20th
Annual ASCAP Film and Television
Music Awards gala held on Wednesday,
April 27, 2005 at the Beverly Hilton
Hotel in Beverly Hills, California. In addi-
tion to honoring Debney and Snow,
ASCAP honored the composers of the
biggest box office film music and the
most performed television music of
2004, and celebrated the Centennial of
legendary songwriter and composer
Harold Arlen. Over 750 members of the
music industry elite attended the event,
which was hosted by ASCAP President
and Chairman Marilyn Bergman.

One of the many highlights of the
evening was the presentation of the
ASCAP Henry Mancini Award to
Academy Award nominee and three-
time Emmy winner John Debney in
recognition of his outstanding achieve-
ments and contributions to the music
of film and television.

Debney is one of the most sought after composers in Hollywood and
has proven his versatility with over 50 feature films to his credit,
encompassing a wide variety of box office hits, including Bruce
Almighty, EIf, Raising Helen, The Princess Diaries, his most critically
acclaimed and Oscar-nominated score The Passion of The Christ, and
recent releases The Pacifier and Sin City.

Director, actor and choreographer Adam Shankman, who collabo-
rated with Debney on the recent hit The Pacifier, joined Marilyn
Bergman on stage to present the award to Debney, who is the youngest
composer to receive this honor.

Another highlight of the evening was the presentation of the ASCAP
Golden Note Award to Mark Snow in recognition of his unprecedented
success over the past 20 years as one of the most versatile and popu-
lar composers in television and film. Snow's status as one of today's
most innovative and successful film and television composers is only
the latest element of a far-reaching and eclectic career in music. The
award-winning and Julliard-trained musician, best known for his theme
and scores for the X-Files and Millennium, has composed music for

ASCAP Golden Note Award winner Mark Snow, ASCAP
President and Chairman Marilyn and ASCAP Henry Mancini
Award winner John Debney

JUH hundreds of TV-movies and television
series including The Twilight Zone,
Cagney & Lacey, Hart to Hart, Starsky
& Hutch, The Guardian and Smallville.

On hand to pay tribute to Snow were
producer, director and writer Frank
Spotnitz (The X-Files, Millennium, Harsh
Realm), Hart To Hart co-star and star of
a new theatre production of The King &
1, Stefanie Powers, and Debney's sister-
in-law and co-star of the long-running TV
hit, Cagney and Lacy, Tyne Daly.

The evening also celebrated the
Centennial of legendary songwriter and
composer Harold Arlen with the special
presentation of a commemorative
plaque to Arlen's son, Sam, and Sam's
wife Joan. As part of the celebration,
Sam, a saxophonist who has recently
released a CD entitled Arlen Plays
Arlen, performed one of his father's
classic hits, "Stormy Weather." Sam and
Joan recently established a scholarship
through The ASCAP Foundation to help
further the careers of composers and
songwriters in both film and television music and musical theatre.

Arlen was a distinguished member of ASCAP for 56 years, and
served on the Board of Directors from 1969 to 1975. As one of the most
significant songwriters of the modern era, Harold Arien composed
such memorable music as “Over the Rainbow," "Stormy Weather,” “It's
Only a Paper Moon,” *I Gotta Right to Sing the Blues,” “A Sleepin’ Bee,”
and “Come Rain Or Come Shine.”

ASCAP also presented awards in four categories -- Most
Performed Themes, Most Performed Underscore, Top Television
Series, and Top Box Office Films -- to several veteran film and televi-
sion music composers as well as to the best and brightest of a new
generation of writers. ASCAP composers in attendance included
Jack Allocco, Marco Beltrami, Jeff Cardoni, Frank Catanzaro, Dan
Foliart, Grant Geissmn, Michael Giacchino, Jeff Gibbs, Reinhold Heil,
Johnny Klimek, David Kurtz, Russ Landau, Michael Levine, Rick
Marotta, Gregor Narholtz (GEMA), Atli Ovarsson, Michael Skloff, Alan
Silvestri, and David Vanacore.

»»Complete list of winners and photo coverage starts on page 52.
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Neil Young, Scott Storch and
Jermaine Dupri Receive Top Honors
at ASCAP Pop Music Awards

EMI Music Publishing Takes Publisher of the Year Honors

Pictured (I-r) are ASCAP President and Chairman Marilyn Bergman with ASCAP Founders Award recipient Neil Young; ASCAP's Todd Brabec,
Songwriter of the Year Scott Storch and ASCAP's Jeanie Weems and Tom DeSavia; and Usher with ASCAP Golden Note Award Winner Jermaine Dupri.

Rock legends and pop sensations were the toast of the town in Los
Angeles when ASCAP presented its 22nd Annual Pop Music Awards at
the Beverly Hilton on May 16. Scott Storch was named Songwriter of the
Year. OutKast's smash hit single "Hey Ya!" received Song of the Year hon-
ors, and EMI Music Publishing picked up the Publisher of the Year award.
Special awards were handed out to Neil Young who received the ASCAP
Founders Award, and to Jermaine "JD" Dupri who was honored with the
ASCAP Golden Note Award.

Hosted by ASCAP President and Chairman Marilyn Bergman, over 700
leading songwriters, recording artists and music industry leaders gath-
ered at the creative black tie gala to salute the songwriters behind some
of today's most popular music as awards were presented to the song-
writers and publishers of the most performed ASCAP songs of 2004.
Among the honorees and notables in attendance were Neil Young,
Jermaine Dupri, Usher, Mariah Carey, Scott Storch, Big Boi of OutKast,
Sheryl Crow, Janet Jackson, Ashford & Simpson, Maya Angelou, Jimmy
Jam & Terry Lewis, Indigo Girls, Twista, Mo Ostin, Clay Aiken, The Matrix's
Lauren Christy, Graham Edwards & Scott Spock, Rick Nowels, John
Shanks, Swizz Beatz, and Youngbloodz' J-Bo & Sean Paul.

Songwriter, producer and musician Scott Storch was honored for his
contributions on five award-winning songs: Beyonce's "Me, Myself and I,*
"Naughty Girl," and "Baby Boy" (featuring Sean Paul), "Can't Hold Us
Down," performed by Christina Aguilera, and "Lean Back" by Terror
Squad featuring Remy-Ma.

Ashford & Simpson delighted the audience with an outstanding per-
formance of "Ain't No Mountain High Enough A Michael McDonald
cover of the song earned Ashford & Simpson a place among the most
performed ASCAP Pop songs of 2004.

A special highlight of the evening was the presentation of the ASCAP
Founders Award to Neil Young. Renowned record executive Mo Ostin,
who was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame by Neil Young in
2003, joined Marilyn Bergman on stage to present the award. Ostin
signed Young to his first solo record deal while President of Warner-
Reprise Records. Grammy award-winning Incigo Girls performed Young's
“Down by the River” as part of the special tribute to Young.
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Another highlight of the evening was the presentation of the ASCAP
Golden Note Award to multi-talented songwriter, producer, artist and
record label owner Jermaine "JD" Dupri in recognition of his ground-
breaking achievements influencing the direction of American popular
music and impacting the heart, soul and sound of pop music worldwide.
In June, Dupri was also named Songwriter of the Year at ASCAP's
Rhythm and Soul Awards in June.

Superstars Mariah Carey and Usher joined Marilyn Bergman on stage
to pay tribute to their musical collaborator. Dupri has worked with Carey
on a number of albums and has four songs on her current album, The
Emancipation of Mimi, which is tearing up the Billboard charts. Dupri's
work on Usher's multi-platinum album, Confessions, garnered four 2005
Grammy nominations for his songwriting and production work on chart-
toppers, "Burn," "Confessions Part II," and "My Boo."

The two-time muiti-platinum single "Hey Ya!" received the coveted
Song of the Year title. Written by OutKast's André 3000 Benjamin, this
honor is awarded to the song with the most performance credits. The
single, from OutKast's dual CD Speakerboxxx/The Love Below, earned
the duo a Grammy Award in 2003 for Best Urban/Alternative
Performance. OutKast's Big Boi was on hand to accept the award, and
also picked up awards for "Roses," and "The Way You Move."

Publisher of the Year honors were presented for the 11th time to EMI
Music Publishing for their 17 award-winning songs: "Ain't No Mountain
High Enough," "Baby Boy," "Burn," "Calling All Angels," "Confessions Part
1" "Dance With My Father," "I Don't Wanna Know," "If | Ain't Got You,"
"Pieces Of Me," "PLM.P," "Slow Jamz" "Tipsy," "Toxic," "White Flag,"
"With You," "Yeah!," and "You Don't Know My Name." ASCAP's Todd
Brabec presented the award to EMI Chairman and CEO Martin Bandier
who was joined on stage by members of his creative team.

The 2005 ASCAP College Vanguard Award went to The Arcade Fire.
This award recognizes the impact of new and developing musical genres
that heip shape the future of American music and which gain early pop-
ularity on college radio.

»For a list of winners see ad on page 50. Complete photo coverage
starts on page 52.



Peter Schickele Hosts 6th Annual
Concert Music Awards

George Perle, Meredith Monk, David Gockley, Michael Morgan, Meet
The Composer, and Winners of The 2005 ASCAP Foundation Morton
Gould Young Composer Awards Among Honorees

The sixth annual ASCAP Concert Music Awards were presented at a cer-
emony and reception at the Walter Reade Theater in Lincoln Center in
New York City on May 26th. ASCAP composer member, radio host and
performer Peter Schickele hosted the event, which recognizes the
achievements of ASCAP's 2005 Concert Music Honorees who represent
the diverse aesthetic spectrum of the concert music world. Those being
recognized by ASCAP this year were:

George Perle, composer, educator, scholar, theorist, musicologist and
mentor to generations of students and colleagues, in celebration of his
90th Year;

Meredith Monk, composer, director choreographer, singer, in honor of
her 40 years as a pioneering, creative force for discovery and exploration
in the performing arts;
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David Gockley, General Director of the
Houston Grand Opera (1972 to 2005), for dis-
tinguished service to American Opera and
American Composers, who has become the
leading builder of opera repertory for our
time;

Michael Morgan, conductor, communica-
tor, audience builder, champion of the music
of American Composers and distinguished
musical citizen, for his tireless advocacy for
the music of our time both on the podium
and off;

Meet the Composer, Heather Hitchens,
President, for their towering achievements on behalf of American com-
posers and their music.

The 2005 ASCAP Foundation Morton Gould Young Composer Award
recipients were presented and congratulated. The ASCAP Foundation
program honors the late Pulitzer Prize-winning composer and former
ASCAP Foundation President Morton Gould's lifelong commitment to
encouraging young creators. The winning composers share prizes of
approximately $40,000, including the Leo Kaplan Award, honoring the
distinguished jurist who served for twenty-eight years as ASCAP Special
Distribution Advisor, the Jack and Amy Norworth Fund, the Morton Gould
Fund, and a grant from the DeVries Fund for our youngest creators from
K-12 grade. Sponsored in part by Sibelius, the music notation software
company, the Award winners receive free software or an upgrade.
»»Continued on page 66

Pictured (I-r) are: 1. award winner Ching Mei-Lin, presenter John
Corigliano, award winners Michael Morgan, Barret Anspach and Daniel

Schlosberg 2. award winner Meredith Monk 3. award winner Rodney
Lister, ASCAP's Frances Richard and host Peter Schickele and 4.
award winner David Gockley.
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ASCAP Christian Music Awards
Presented in Nashville

Jeremy Camp, Jason Houser and Matthew West Earn Top Honors

More than 200 music industry leaders joined dozens of Christian
music's top stars, including Michael W. Smith, Third Day, Mercy Me,
Matthew West, Mark Schultz, Nichole Nordeman, Jeremy Camp,
SonicFlood, 4HIM, Across The Sky, David Crowder Band, ZoeGirl and
Tree63 to celebrate the presentation of the Twenty-seventh Annual
ASCAP Christian Music Awards at a dinner held on April 11 at Richland
Country Club in Nashville, Tennessee.

This year's gala evening, hosted by ASCAP Senior Vice
President Connie Bradley, featured a Mediterranean theme. ASCAP
Assistant Vice President Dan Keen joined Bradley in presenting
awards to the ASCAP writers and publishers of the most performed
Christian songs of 2004.

The evening's top writer and publisher awards were: Songwriter
of the Year: Jeremy Camp for “Right Here,” and “Walk By Faith";
Song of the Year: "More” (written by Jason Houser and Matthew
West, published by Extreme Writers Music, Westies Music
Publishing, WB Music Corp. and Word Music). Christian Publisher of
the Year: EMI Music CMG Publishing for “(There's Gotta Be) More To
Life,” “All | Need,” “Dare You To Move,” “It Is You,” “King,” “Open
Skies,” and “Presence.”

A special citation was presented to contemporary Christian vocal
group 4HIM for their 15 years of hard work and dedication. Among
their accomplishments 4HIM has earned 24 #1 hit singles and eight
GMA Dove Awards.

ASCAP also paid tribute to the Gospel Music Association on the
tenth anniversary of the GMA Academy. GMA President John Styli
and GMA Vice President Joy Fietcher accepted the award. Highlights
of the evening were performances by Jeremy Camp, Nichole
Nordeman, 4HIM and Matthew West and comedian Mary Mack.

>> Complete photo coverage begins on page 56

Pictured above
(I-r} are
ASCAP's Dan
Keen, Christian
Sor.gwriter of
the Year
Jeremy Camp
and ASCAP's
Connie Bradley
Pictured at
right (I-r) are
Dale Bobo,
Michael Martin,
Song of the
Year writer
Matthew West,

Dan Keen,
Song of the
Year writer
Jason Houser,
Cindy Wilt and
Shari Saba
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Jazz Greats Honored in New York

Bucky Pizzarelli, Neil Hefti and Shirley Horn
are Added to the Jazz Wall of Fame

Seven music greats were added to the ASCAP Jazz Wall of
Fame at a reception on June 23 hosted by ASCAP President :
and Chairman Marilyn Bergman at the Society’s headquarters ) Ma:rvdnc;:r::::
in New York City. The event was highlighted by the induction ; p 4 \ with Jazz Wall
of three ASCAP Jazz Living Legends: composer/arranger Neal ; B - Living Legend
Hefti, vocalist/pianist Shirley Horn, and guitarist John = B\ inductee Bucky
“Bucky” Pizzarelli. The latest group of inductees also includes W Pizzarelli
four posthumous honorees: trumpeter Thad Jones, trombon-
ist Jack Teagarden, violinist Joe Venuti and pianist/composer
Mary Lou Williams. Participating in the event as presenters
and performers were Dr. Billy Taylor, James McBride, Rufus
Reid, Hilton Ruiz and John Pizzarelli. In addition, emergent
and critically-acclaimed pianist/composer Matthew Shipp was
presented with the newly-established ASCAP Foundation Jazz
Vanguard Award.

The event featured Bucky and John Pizzarelli performing a
swinging quitar duet; pianist Hilton Ruiz playing a tribute to his
friend and mentor, Mary Lou Williams; Matthew Shipp perform-
ing a powerful and radical interpretation of the standard, “Angel
Eyes,” and Young Jazz Composer Award recipient Manuel Valera
and his trio showcasing an original work. The reception also cel-
ebrated The ASCAP Foundation's third annual Young Jazz
Composer Awards. The program was established in 2002 to
encourage the jazz creators of the future. The ASCAP
Foundation Young Jazz Composer Awards recognize composers
under 30 years of age whose works are selected through a
national competition. The judges for the competition were
ASCAP members John Fedchock, Phil Markowitz and Rufus Reid.

ASCAP President

»> See page 81 for this year's ASCAP Foundation Young Jazz
Composer Award Honorees.

1. Hilton Rulz, a protégé of Mary Lou Williams, who performed
Williams' “1 Have a Dream” in her honor. 2. Vanguard Award recipi~
ent Matthew Shipp, filmmaker Jean Bach: (A Great Day in Harlem)
and Father Peter O'Brien, manager and friend of the late Mary Lou
Williams. 3. Jazz Wall of Fame Living Legand inductee Neil Hefti.
4, Jazz Wall of Fame Living Legend inductee Shirley Horn.

5. ASCAP Foundation Board member James McBride, who present-
ed the first ASCAP Foundation Vanguard Award to Matthew Shipg.
6. Jazz Wall Living Legend Bucky Pizzarelli and his son, John, per-
form “Honeysuckle Rose"” at the Jazz Wall ceremony. 7. Thedia and
Bruce Jones, the children of Jazz Wall inductee Thad Jones with
presenter Dr. Billy Taylor, who inducted ezch of the posthumous
Jazz Wall honorees.
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Celebrating Sondheim

ASCAP Foundation Fetes Stephen Sondheim’s 75th Birthday
with a Benefit Concert at the Hollywood Bowl

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SONDHEIM!: Pictured backstage
at the Hollywood Bow! at Stephen Sondheim's 75th
birthday celebration are (I-r) ASCAP President and
Chairman Marilyn Bergman, Sondheim, Warren
Beatty and Barbra Streisand.

Honorary Chairs Barbra Streisand and Warren Beatty joined ASCAP
President and Chairman Marilyn Bergman in presenting Stephen
Sondheim with an award commemorating the creation of Sondheim's
Children Will Listen, a program of the ASCAP Foundation. The new
program has been established to bring the musical theatre experience
to young students nationwide. The presentation took place on stage
at the Hollywood Bowl during a sold-old gala celebration of
Sondheim's work on July 8th.

A stellar line-up of performers paid tribute to Stephen Sondheim in
celebration of his 75th birthday year, including Jason Alexander, Carol
Burnett, Len Cariou, Jason Danieley, Josh Groban, Angela Lansbury,
Marin Mazzie, Audra McDonald, Donna Murphy, Bernadette Peters,
Emmy Rossum, Elaine Stritch and Vanessa Williams. The performers
were accompanied by The Los Angeles Philharmonic with Paul
Gemignani as Musical Director and Conductor. The event was produced
and directed by Paul Lazarus.

The show kicked off with Krusty the Clown from The Simpsons
onscreen singing his own deranged version of Sondheim’s “Send in the
Clowns.” Then the all-star cast of performers proceeded to treat the
18,000 listeners in the audience to the genius of Sondheim.

The night featured one show-stopping Sondheim number after
another: Angela Lansbury and Len Cariou returned to roles they cre-
ated in Sweeney Todd and delivered a devilish duet on “A Little
Priest.” Barbara Cook captivated with “Move On" from Sunday in the
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Park With George. Josh Groban then joined Cook in a stand-out per-
formance of “Move On.” Carol Burnett expertly articulated the speed
lyrics of “I'm Not Getting Married.” Bernadette Peters dazzled with
“Children Will Listen.”

Other highlights included Jason Alexander's theatrical rendition of
“Merrily We Roll Along;” Audra McDonald and Vanessa Williams’ blazing
duet on “Tonight;” and a powerful performance by Elaine Stritch on
“Broadway Baby.”

‘he career of Stephen Sondheim, who is considered one of the
greatest composer-lyricists of musicals, has spanned almost 50
years since his Broadway debut in 1957 as the lyricist of West Side
Story. Sondheim went on to write many scores that challenged
musical theatre conventions including: A Funny Thing Happened on
the Way to the Forum, Anyone Can Whistle, Company, Follies, A
Little Night Music, Pacific Overtures, Sweeney Todd, Merrily We
Roll Along, Sunday in the Park with George, Into the Woods,
Assassins and Passions.

Sondheim’s newest musical, Bounce, has played Chicago and the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. His revised productions of The
Frogs and Pacific Overtures were on Broadway stages earlier this year,
and the 2004 staging of Assassins won five Tonys, including one for
Best Revival of a Musical. Sondheim was also feted at the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts in summer 2002 with all-star stagings of
six of his musicals.



Sjctured: 1. Young singers backed by the Los Angeles
Philharmonic with Paul Gemignani as Musical Director; 2. Alan
Bergman, Marilyn Bergman and Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA);
3. Vanessa Willlams and Stephen Sondhelm; 4. Audra McDonald
and James Barbour; 5. Josh Groban and Bernadette Peters;

and 6. Marilyn Bergman with Jason Alexander.
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Hall of Famers

ASCAP Writers and Publisher Honored at 36th Annual
Songwriters Hall of Fame

The Songwriters Hall of Fame, the organiza-
tion dedicated to recognizing the work and
lives of those composers and lyricists who cre-
ate popular music around the world, held its
36th Annual Dinner and Induction Ceremony
& Awards Presentation at the Marriott
Marquis Hotel in New York City on Thursday.
June 9.

ASCAP songwriter, composer, and pub-
lisher members Peabo Bryson, Ryan
Cabrera, Ricky Fante, John Fogerty,
Deborah Gibson, Berry Gurdy. Lalah
Hathaway, ASCAP Board member Jimmy
Jam, Alicia Keys, John Mellencamp, Jason
Mraz, Les Paul, Smokey Robinson, Richie
Sambora, Rob Thomas, Jimmy Webb, Bill
Withers, EMI's Martin Bandier, Bourne
Co.'s Beebe Bourne, Famous Music's lrwin
Robinson, and Warner/Chappell's Les
Bider were among the presenters, perform-
ers and honorees attending the evening's
festivities.

Former Creedence Clearwater Revival
leader John Fogerty was inducted by rocker
John Mellencamp, who performed a version
of CCR's "Green River" in tribute to Fogerty.
Fogerty delighted the audience with a perfor-
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mance of "Centerfield."

Peabo Bryson inducted soul great Bill
Withers into the Class of 2005, and per-
formed a rousing rendition of “Lean on Me”
in tribute to his idol. Withers was joined on
stage by his daughter to perform the
Grammy-winning song "Ain’t No Sunshine."

Richie Sambora and Warner/Chappell's
Les Bider presented the Sammy Cahn
Lifetime Achievement Award to guitar legend
Les Paul. Named for the founding President
of the Songwriters Hall of Fame, this award is
given to individuals or teams who are recog-
nized as having done a great deal to further
the successes of songwriters. Sambora and
Les Paul performed a blues duet on matching
Gibson Les Paul guitars.

Alicia Keys was presented with the
Starlight Award by last year's recipient, Rob
Thomas. The award honors gifted songwriters
in the early years of their careers who are
making a significant impact in the music
industry via their original songs.

The Abe Olman Publisher Award was pre-
sented to Beebe Bourne, CEO of Bourne Co..
by ASCAP Board member, Chairman & CEO
of Famous Music and former Abe Olman

Pictured (I-r) are:

Hall of Fame inductee Bill Withers, Johnny
Mercer Award winner Smokey Robinson,
Motown Founder Berry Gordy, ASCAP Board
member and Songwriters Hall of Fame
Chairman Hal David and ASCAP Board
member and past Johnny Mercer Award
recipient Jimmy Webb

Publisher Award recipient Irwin Z. Robinson.
This award is given to publishers who have
had a substantial number of songs that have
become world-renowned and who have
helped to further the careers and success of
many songwriters. Jason Mraz performed
Charlie Chaplin's "Smile" as a tribute to
Bourne, who publishes the song.

Henry Juszkiewicz, Chairman and CEO of
Gibson Guitar Corp., was presented with the
Patron of the Arts Award by EMI Music
Publishing Chairman and CEO Martin Bandier,
who received this honor in 2003. The award is
presented to influential industry executives who
are great supporters of the performing arts.

Lalah Hathaway performed "Cruisin'" as
part of a tribute to Smokey Robinson, who
was presented with the prestigious Johnny
Mercer Award by ASCAP Board member
and Songwriters Hall of Fame Chairman Hal
David and Motown Founder Berry Gordy.
The award honors a songwriter who has pre-
viously been inducted into the Songwriters
Hall of Fame and who has continued to
establish a history of outstanding creative
works. Robinson closed the night with an
outstanding performance of "My Girl."




Pictured are: 1. Ritchle Sambora performed with inductee Les Paul 2. ASCAP CEO John LoFrumento
{right) with Abe Olman Publisher Award winner Beebe Bourne 3. Presenter ‘Rob Thomas with Starlight
Award winner Alicia Keys 4. ASCAP's Todd Brabec, performer Jason Mraz and ASCAP's Tom DeSavia
5, Performer Angle Stone 6. Performer Joan Mellencamp 7. Performer Faith Evans 8. Performar Lalah
Hathaway 9. Peabo Bryson (left) inducted Bill Withers and performed in his honor.




Bonnaroo:

A Music Lover’s City

Pictured: 1. Ray LaMontagne and his powerful voice 2. Dave Matthews leads his band in their headlining slot 3. The Mars Volta rocked their late night
three-hour slot 4. M. Ward's scruffy vocals delighted the Bonnaroo-vians 5. Philly's Dr. Dog has a distinctly fresh Beatles influenced sound
6. Matisyahu's unique reggae wowed everyone within an earshot 7. Isaac Brock of Modest Mouse belts out their radio hit "Float On"

For one weekend each of the last four sum-
mers, Tennessee has boasted an additional
thriving metropolis that is one of the hottest
destinations in the country: Bonnaroo. The
Bonnaroo Music Festival, which this year
drew 80,000 plus inhabitants, is a model
for an efficient, full-service city, a remark-
able achievement since the site is just a
large farm for the other weeks throughout
the year. The festival has an eclectic line-up
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that covers the full spectrum of musical
genres. The analogy of a small city fits quite
well as attendees came from various states
and backgrounds to coexist, all in the name
of great music.

At this summer’s festival, ASCAP mem-
bers drew mammoth crowds during their
sets and for many musicians it was the
largest audience they had played to.
Musicians can literally launch their careers

with their Bonnaroo performance and this
year was no different. For example, ASCAP
member Matisyahu, the Hasidic reggae/hip-
hop artist from Brooklyn, was the buzz of
the 'roo and seld the most CDs of any artist
at the festival. Here is a look at some of the
ASCAP members that played this year's fes-
tival. Playback Online has more extensive
coverage of ASCAP members featured at
Bonnaroo this year. Photos by Jon Bahr



NARAS Atlanta
Heroes Awards

The B-52's, Charlie Brusco, Mrs. Coretta Scott King and Usher Honored

The Atlanta Chapter of The Recording Award is the highest honor bestowed by
Academy honored The B-52’s, Charlie an Academy Chapter and is given to
Brusco, Mrs. Coretta Scott King and honor outstanding individuals and insti-
Usher with the 2005 Atlanta Heroes tutions in the Georgia region that have
Award on April 21, 2005. The Heroes improved the environment for the cre-

ative community. Gala proceeds benefited
the Academy’s professional arts educa-
tion programs for the music community
of the Atlanta region and the MusiCares

Pictured (l-r) are:

1. ASCAP's Marc Hutner
andJeanie Weems, Kate
Pierson of the B-52's
and ASCAP's Tom
DeSavia. 2. ASCAP's
Jeanie Weems and
Usher 3. ASCAP's
Alonzo Robinson,
Usher's manager
Jonetta Patton,
ASCAP’'s Jeanie Weems
and Keith Johnson. 4.
ASCAP's Tom DeSavia,
Jeanie Weems and
NARAS President Neil
Portnow 5. ASCAP's
Tom DeSavia and Jon
Bon Jovi 6. ASCAP's
Jason Silberman, Keith
Johnson, Tom DeSavia,
Fred Schneider of the
B-52's, ASCAP's Marc
Hutner and Keith
Strickland of the B-52's
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ASCAP ACTION
Downtown Sounds

Damien Rice, Suzanne Vega, Shawn Colvin and others light up the Tribeca Film Festival's
ASCAP Music Lounge

For three days in April, The Tribeca Film ASCAP Music Lounge was held at the cated to showcasing the exceptional talent

Festival presented The ASCAP Music Knitting Factory in Tribeca and featured of new, top names and emerging artists

Lounge, hosted by Apple and Budweiser, sets by Nic Armstrong & the Thieves, Paul  and is a place where independent filmmak-

featuring live performances by established, ~ Buchanan, Shawn Colvin, Ivy, Ben Jelen, ers can meet and interact with film com-

emerging and indie artists. Damien Rice, John Trudell and Suzanne posers and songwriters to encourage col
New to the festival this year, The Vega. The ASCAP Music Lounge is dedi- laborations.

RiBE
FiLM
FEST|VA

Pictured (lI-r) are: 1. ASCAP's Loretta Mufioz, John Trudell, co-founder of
the Tribeca Film Festival Jane Rosenthal, Damien Rice, and ASCAP's Harry
Poloner. 2. Munoz, Suzanne Vega, Paul Buchanan, Tribeca Film Festival's
Annie Leahy and ASCAP's Sue Devine 3. Shawn Colvin (holding her camera-
shy daughter) and Muiioz 4. Nic Armstrong (in white jacket) and the Thieves
5. lvy's Andy Chase, Dominique Durand and Adam Schlesinger. 6. ASCAP's
Sue Devine and Loretta Mufioz with Ben Jelen and Desperate Housewives' ! :
star Teri Hatcher, who attended the ASCAP Music Lounge Damien Rice works his magic at the ASCAP Music Lounge

22 PLAYBACK



McDonald Honored
by World Hunger Year

Michael McDonald receives the ASCAP Harry Chapin Humanitarian Award

World Hunger Year celebrated its 30th
Anniversary by honoring those who have
made a difference in the fight against hunger
and poverty at the Chelsea Piers in New York
City on June 6. The event, hosted by WHY
Chair and singer/songwriter Jen Chapin
(daughter of the late Harry Chapin), honored
Multi-Grammy Award-winning songwriter
and recording artist Michael McDonald, as
well as Ed Barron, Dan Glickman, Peter

World Hunger Year

Mann and Catherine Sneed.

Singer/songwriters Nickolas Ashford and
Valerie Simpson presented the ASCAP Harry
Chapin Humanitarian Award to McDonald
and then joined him onstage for an exciting
live performance.

World Hunger Year is a non-profit orga-
nization co-founded by the late singer-song-
writer Harry Chapin and radio talk show
host and present Executive Director Bill

Pictured (I-r) at the WHY

i Awards presentation at Chelsea
Piers in Manhattan (l-r) are
ASCAP's Karen Sherry, Nickolas
Ashford, Valerie Simpson, NARAS
NY Prez Carlos Alomar, ASCAP
Harry Chapin Humanitarian recipi-
ent Michael McDonald, ASCAP's
Loretta Mufioz and Vector
Management’s Joel Hoffner. Also
pictured is McDonald performing
on stage with Valerie Simpson and
Nickolas Ashford.

JaZzcap Debuts

First edition of new showcase series
highlights young jazz creators

The ASCAP Foundation, with support from Sibelius, presented the first edi-
tion of the JaZzcap showcase series, a jazz showcase featuring young jazz
creators whose vision and daring inspire the future. The showcase took
place on April 25th at The Cutting Room in New York City and the creators
that performed with their own bands were The LeBoeuf Brothers Band,
The Sherisse Rogers Group, and The Bob Reynolds Quartet.

Pictured (I-r) are: Remy Le Boeuf, Pascal Le Boeuf, Bob Reynolds, ASCAP's
Fran Richard, American Music Center's Richard Loyd, The Cutting Room’s Steve
Walter, Sibelius' Ernie Jackson, Sherisse Rogers and ASCAP's Ken Cicerale.

Positive
Music

SPECIAL OFFER FOR
ASCAP MEMBERS!
GET FREE* MASTERING OR

GRAPHIC DESIGN ON YOUR NEXT
CD MANUFACTURING ORDER

A new genre of music

PositiveMusicAssociation.com
Listen « Enjoy « Join

Restrictions apply, but call v ay becau th

259 W. 30TH ST,, NYC 10001 *
212-695-6530

Ayres in 1975. WHY attacks the root causes
of hunger and poverty by promoting effec-
tive and innovative community-based solu-
tions that create self-reliance, economic jus-
tice and food security.

Past recipients of the ASCAP Harry
Chapin Humanitarian Award include Kenny
Rogers, Peter, Paul and Mary, Barbra
Streisand, Harry Belafonte, Judy Collins and
Emmylou Harris

PLAY- T

PRODUCTIONS

« CD/DVD/Cassette/VHS/Printing/Packaging

Newly designed & built state-of-the-art
mastering room and vocal booth

« Multimedia facility offering video capture

and compression, editing, authoring,
programming, and web site design

« Integrated graphic arts facility

ot that bad
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Brad to the Bone

At ASCAP’s Pop Music Awards, super producer
Brad Smith (and Christopher Thorn, not pictured)
of Blind Melon, chatted with ASCAP's Kevin
Coogan, Diana Szyszkiewicz, and Shawn Murphy,
along with Windswept Music's John Anderson
{down in front).

Backstage at
Carnegie

A concert version of Rodgers and Hammerstein's
South Pacific was presented on June g at Carnegie
Halk starring Brian Stokes Mitchell and Reba
McEntire. Pictured backstage after the perfor-
mangce are (l-r) ASCAP’s Michael A. Kerker,
Mitchell, and A. Schroeder International
Publishing’s Abby Schroeder

Cliff Notes

Smoking Caterpillar Music and Worldwide
Management featured their newly-signed
singer/songwriter Cliff Hillis in a showcase at
Manbhattan’s Cutting Room on May 19. Power
pop tunesmith Hillis performed with his
band the Forward Thinkers. Pictured (I-r) are
the Forward Thinkers' Ken Herblin and Greg
Maragos, Smoking Caterpillar/Worldwide
Management's Steve Rosenfeld, Hillis,
Smoking’s David Reich and the Forward
Thinkers’ Dave Anthony.
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MEMBERS ON THE MOVE

Olney’s
Stories

Singer-songwriter David
Olney, who is a master of
the “story song,” was in
New York City promoting
his fine new album,
Migration (Loudhouse
Records). Pictured (l-r) are
ASCAP’s Sue Devine, Olney
and ASCAP's Erik
Philbrook.

Durango Pros

The ASCAP co-sponsored Santa Barbara/Durango Songwriters Expo, one of the

nation's premier singer-songwriter events is a combination of workshops,

listening sessions. panels, showcases and open mics featuring over 40 music

industry pros and hit songwriters The successful 2nd annual event wrapped

in Santa Ynez, California with an SRO Hit Songwriters Concert featuring

Hillary Lindsey, Lisa Loeb, Jeffrey Steele, Al Anderson, Marcus Hummon,

Colin Hay, and special guests. Pictured (l-r, standing) are ASCAP’s Ralph Murphy, Hillary
7 Lindsey, Colin Hay

(APRA}, Marcu

Hummon, Lindy

Robbins, Jim Attebery,

Lisa Loeb, Al

Anderson, ASCAP’s

Loretta Muiioz and

Brendan Okrent,

Jeffrey Steele and

(seated)Marv Green

Photo by Gene

Desmidt.

Freund & Friends

L.A.-based singer-songwriter Tom Freund
was recently in New York City, performing at
the Living Room in support of his fine new
album, Copper Moon (Surf Road Records).
Earlier this year, Freund toured with Shawn
Colvin. He dropped by ASCAP’s offices and
visited with ASCAP’s Margaret Spoddig
(left) and Sue Devine.




ASCAP at the
Library of Congress

Several of ASCAP's leading theatre writers were
given a private tour of the Library of Congress’
music collection in May. Pictured (l-r, front row) are [} /b
ASCAP's Harry Poloner, Lynn Ahrens (Ragtime), 440 recently played a stand-
Stephen Schwartz (Wicked) and (back row, I-r) i - ing room only solo
Broadway performer Michael Arden, Stephen Flaherty (Ragtime), ASCAP’s Michael A. show at the Brokerage
Kerker and head of the music division for the Library of Congress Mark Horowitz. in Belmore, Long
Island, in support of his
new album, Songs of No

I—Iot Debut Consequence (Bloodshot). Parker's new album is a

- N . rocking affair featuring his frequent backup band
ASCAP’s Karl Avanzini was on hand to support Prato Principal’s debut CD, Lejos de The Figgs. Prior to the show, Parker (pictured left
Casa, released June 14th under ) ’

t with ASCAP’s Jim Steinblatt.
Fabrika Music and distributed by et s Jim Steinbla

J&N/SonyBMG. The group’s first sin-
gle “Inmigraci6n,” was released to
radio and video outlets nationwide the
week of May 2oth. On June gth, Prato
Principal gave a special live perfor-
mance to celebrate the launch of the
CD at the famed Macarena on
Miami's South Beach. Pictured (I-r)
are Karl Avanzini and Prato Principal.

| § DParker Packs
1 AR Them In
' i \ Legendary and prolific

4

British singer/song-
writer Graham Parker

Keeping Up
with Jones i .
ASCAP’s Loretta Munoz (left) congratulated Songwrlters Clrcle

Rickie Lee Jones after her recent performance

in New York City. The New York Songwriters Circle, which has served
the New York songwriting and publishing commu-
nity since 1992, featured an all-ASCAP member
line-up at their recent session at The Bitter End in
New York City. Pictured (l-r) are performers
Gretchen Peters and Olivia Arciero (in back), the
Songwriter Circle’s Tina Shafer. The Bitter End'’s
Kenny Gorka, performer Raul Midon, ASCAP’s
Loretta Muiioz, performer Morley and ASCAP’s
Mike Todd.

A Great Night

for Wainwright
Promax Music Broadcast T ke e A
PrOfeS Slonals E n] Oy the Hlts Records debut album

with a performance

Love is 1n
the Air

In June, Rico Love (on left), who
is Usher's artist on Us/)
Records, stopped by the ASCAP
office in Los Angeles to meet
with ASCAP’s Jay Sloan.

ASCAP and 615 Music recently presented a session at the annual PROMAX conference and party at
held at the NYC Marriot Marquis. The conference was attended by 3,000 broadcast pro- Manhattan’s Joe’s Pub
fessionals including network, cable and recently. Martha,
new media executives. The session was whose renowned
entitled "Hit Songs-Why We Love Them musical family
and Why They Work." Performers includes brother
included David Pack, former lead vocal- Rufus Wainwright,
ist for Ambrosia; Christopher Cross; father Loudon
and America. Pictured (l-r) are 615 Wainwright 111 and
Music President & CEO Randy mother Kate
Wachtler; Sr. VP of Advertising/ McGarrigle, played to
Marketing for NBC New York Frank a packed audience and
Radice, America’s Gerry Beckley, then celebrated backstage with friends and family.
ASCAP’s Lisa Ganzenmuller, Cross, Pictured (l-r) are Jenni Muldaur, Kate McGarrigle,
America’s Dewey Bunnell and Pack. Teddy Thompson and Wainwright.
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| Swede Thing

Export Sweden, The Swedish Cotisulate and
selected Swedish bands made their annual
journey to the United States in March to
highlight some of Sweden’s finest musical
exports. ASCAP hosted a lunch for the the
bands, including The Ark, The Drowners,
Moneybrother and Deportees, and Swedish
reps as they finished their cros-country tour
which included stops in Los Angeles and at
the SXSW music festival in Austin. Pictured
(I-r) at the lunch are ASCAP’s Marc Hutner
with members of the band.

Hard Work

The 2005 ASCAP Foundation Extended Songwriters
Workshop concluded in May wi:h live performances of origi-
nal songs by all the participarss at ASCAP’s New York head-
quarters. Pictured (I-r) are the Class of zo05: George
Thompson, Marnie Herald, Shadowbyrd, Fred Bumaye, Sol of
Chariot, ASCAP’s Margaret Spoddig, Logan Waters, Jessie
Poland, Max Greysheilds of the Trakes (in back), Cyndi
Ramirez of Red Orange Morning and Olivia Arciero. Also pic-
tured {above right) are Workshop speakers VP of A&R Sony
Music Publishing Eric Beall (left) and North American Agent
for Kobalt Music Services Sharon Tapper (right) with ASCAP’s
Spoddig.

(800)431-2754 www.USAlliance.org
USAI 1L ]AN( l

ASCAP Members Credit Union

You can have immediate access to your Royalties on each distribution date
by joining USAlliance FCU and signing up for Direct Deposit.

From September 1st to October 30th

Receive $25 deposited to your account when you join by opening a Share Management Checking Account

Receive $25 deposited to your account when you sign up for Direct Deposit of your Royalties

Benefits of a Share Management Account:

Free Electronic Statements Free Web Bill Pay

Free Internet Account Access Free Visa Check Card - use anywhere, anytime!
Unlimited Check Writing Overdraft Protection

No Minimum Balance 25,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs

Or Visit Our Website www.USAlliance.org

For More Information Or To Apply, Call Member Services at 800-431-2754

Checking ¢ Savings * Credit Cards * Auto Loans * Mortgages * Home Equity Products * Personal Loans

NCUA

We Do Business In Accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law and the Equal Credit Opportunity Act.
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“I Got a Six-Figure Indie Label Deal
Because I Joined TAXI”

Jenna Drey — TAXI Member — www jennadrey.com

My name is Jenna Drey.
That’s me sitting next to TAXI
president, Michael Laskow.

For as long as | can
remember, I’ve wanted to be a
recording artist. I’ve studied
music my whole life. I’ve read
all the books. I've been to the
seminars. In short, I’ve done all
the same things you’re probably
doing.

Who Hears Your Music?

I’ll bet you've also noticed
that no matter how much
preparation you’ve done, it
doesn’t mean anything if you
can’t get your music heard by
people who can sign on the
dotted line.

| found out about TAXI a few
years ago, and have kept an eye
on it ever since. The longer 1
watched, the more | became
convinced it was the vehicle |
needed for my music. When my
demos were done, I joined. And
guess what — it worked!

A Record Deal With
Lots of Zeros!
Seven months after joining,
TAXI connected me with a
great Indie label that’s
distributed by Universal. The
president of the label heard my
song, “Just Like That,” and just
like that, 1 was offered a record
deal, and that song becamec my
first single.

Madonna, Bowie,
Jagger, and me!

The icing on the cake? The
label hired legendary producer,
Nile Rodgers (Madonna, David
Bowie, Mick Jagger, and the
B-52s) to produce it! All these
amazing things happened to me
because [ saw an ad like this
and joined TAXI.

) T
A O ] ‘\\ -
s . OF ) \\

MIAvd

1-800-458-2111

1,200 Chances to

Pitch Your Music
It seems like all the sertous
artists and writers are hooking up
with TAXI. Where else could you
find more than 1,200 high-level
opportunities for your music
every year?

You’d hire an accountant to do
your taxes. Doesn’t it make sense
to hire the world’s leading
independent A&R company to
make all the connections you
need? Do you have the time to do
all the leg work yourself?

It Worked for Me

TAXI doesn’t take a
percentage of anything, and it
will probably cost you a lot less
than the last guitar or keyboard
you bought. Think of TAXI as
the most important piece of gear
you’ll ever need. It’s the one that
can get you signed.

If you’re a songwriter, artist,
or composer who wants to
succeed in the music business,
then do what 1 did and make the
toll-free call to TAXI right now.



Ask the naive listener what inspires a musician, ana the phrases
“Benjamin Franklin” and “agrarian values” would undoubtedly not
be the typical response. Yet for Adrienne Young, such concepts are
exactly the basis for her unique music. She creates a «fynamic pair-
ing of lyrics, which hearken back to traditional wisdom and philos-
ophy, fused with an old-time bluegrass sound, yet ingeniously cre-
ating a thoroughly modern appeal. Young has recently released
her second album, The Art of Virtue, with backing band Little
Sadie and, as on her debut
album, co-wrote most of
the songs and released it
on her own label,
Addiebelle Records. There
is no surpsise that this
independent, free-spirited
yet tremendously dedicat-
ed artist is so involved in
the production of her
albums. On the jacket of
her latest CD, alluding to
Benjamin Franklin's teach-
ings, Young reveals, “If my
passion to lead an honor-
able existence is sincere, then it is my OWN qgarden | must culti-
vate.” She indeed cultivates and brings to bloom a contemporary
new sound, through classic, warm vocals and peppy fiddle and
banjo melodies, crafting truly impassioned music. Ctearly, an hon-
orable existence is certain for this one-of-a-kind rising artist.

28 PLAYBACK

MEMBERS

<+ Alkaline Trio

The making of the new album from Alkaline
Trio, Crimson, was not without its share of bad
luck: Two bone-shattering skateboarding acci-
dents and one PunkVoter tour that failed to
block the re-election of George W. Bush.
Crimson (on Vagrant Records) stands as the
most mature and ambitious of the band's
albums, produced by Jerry Finn. Alkaline Trio
was formed in 1997, when Matt Skiba, a bike
messenger from Chicago, gave up the drums
for the quitar and began his quest for the per-
fect balance of lyrical hell and pop heaven. He
and fellow messenger/drummer Glenn Porter
and bassist Rob Doran would debut as Alkaline
Trio for the Sundials 7". Dan Andriano replaced
Doran prior to the For Your Lungs Only EP,
adding a second voice and songwriting style
that complemented and contrasted with
Skiba's. Thankfully, the collective misfortunes
that may have hobbled lesser acts have only
provided Alkaline Trio with increasingly accom-
plished material.

+ Lena HH

Cuban  singer-song-
writer Lena Perez is a
star born to stars. Her
mother is the famous
musician Malena Burke,
and her grandmother is
the late and legendary
Elena Burke, who is
considered a matriarch
in Cuban music. At the
tender age of seven,
Lena was honing her
skills as a classical
pianist and eventually
gained a knack for writ- |
ing as well. It wasn't
until she graduated as a
corcert pianist that she
took some time off
from the piano and
realized that she also
had a strong and sultry voice. Her recent self-titled CD, Lena (Warner
Music Latina), features her songs written in a romantic pop/rock vein
and shows the amazing wealth of talent and vocal prowess inherent in
this young woman. Her self-penned first single, “Tu Corazon,” is a duet
with world-renowned singer-songwriter Alejandro Sanz. The song is an
anthem for love, showcasing this musical prodigy and promising to pro-
pel her to greater heights.




<+ Anna Nalick

20-year-old California native Anna Nalick’s
debut album, Wreck of the Day, is a refresh-
ing blend of sophisticated wordplay and
haunting melodies. With all music and lyrics
written by Nalick, the album signals the
arrival of an unmistakable new voice in pop
music. In 11 songs, Anna's deeply resonant
vocals mix beautifully with finely-etched key-
board and quitar-based settings. The strik-
ingly melodic "Breathe (2 AM)," the album's
first single, was featured in the major motion
picture, A Lot Like Love, and to date, Wreck
of the Day, has sold over 140,000 copies.

—+ Beto Cuevas

Beto Cuevas, as leader of the Chilean rock band La Ley, is currently touring with them for the
last time, promoting their Historia e Histeria (History and Hysteria) album. In their 15 years
together, La Ley have recorded nearly a dozen albums, won numerous awards, including a
Grammy, Latin Grammy and MTV Awards, and created songs that have become rock in
espaiiol anthems. More importantly, they garnered the loyalty and admiration of count-
less fans across the globe. Now they have decided to part ways amicably. But not with-
out recapping their history and hysteria in music with their new compilation album, a
collection of 16 songs, three of which are new. For collectors, they've alsa created a spe-
cial release including the band's first album, plus @ DVD with all of their video clips.

As one of today's most sought after musi-
cians, pianist/composer Eric Lewis has
worked with some of the jazz industry's
piggest names, including Wynton Marsalis,
Cassandra Wilson, Elvin Jones and Roy
Hargrove. He is the winner of the prestigious
Thelonious Monk International Jazz Piano
Competition, recognized and rewarded for his
combination of knowiedge, command, passion
and execution. In the coming months, Eric will
be performing at the U.S. Open, The Museum of
Natural History and the Philadelphia Museum of
Art. In between heart stopping performances,
Eric is lending his composing talents to three
new soundtracks for two feature films and one short film as well as an upcoming 50th
Anniversary piece for the Joffrey Ballet in 2006. Eric recently performed for the Dodge/Save
Mart 350 NASCAR race crowd in Sonoma, California, where NASCAR descr.bed his rendition
of the “Star Spangled Banner"” as "easily the best anthem performance of the season." On
August 5, he performed in Central Park Summerstage's acclaimed music series, "Piaros in
the Park." In December, Eric will be the featured performer at NASCAR's 25th Anniversary
Driver Award Gala. In addition, Seventh Dimension Films will be filming a feature documen-
tary on Eric and his music. Visit www.ericlewisgroove.com for more info.




The Hard Way

ROBBIE FULKS serves up country music with a twist

For a singer-songwriter who loves country music as much as Chicago's Robbie
Fulks, he often has a strange way of showing his affection. Over the course of
five albums of original, eclectic material, he has written a rousing kiss-off
to country music's capital city (“F**k This Town"), insulted his fans
(“Roots Rock Weirdos") and has even suggested rubbing out perhaps
country music lovers’ favorite night of the week (“Let's Kill Saturday
Night”). But it is just this subversive behavior that has made Fulks one of
the most interesting and enjoyable purveyors of not just country music
but contemporary music in America. Some would call his music alterna-
tive country, but its actually more in line with the work of such fearless,
literate and witty songwriters as Roger Miller, Shel Silverstein and Bob
McDill, who were active in the 60s and 70s.

It's been three years since Fulks’ double release of 13 Hillbilly
Giants, a tribute to some of country’s obscure songwriters and his
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adventurous song cycle, Couples in Trouble. But now he's back with
Georgia Hard (Yep Roc), a self-produced collection of 15 new originals
that blaze with heart and soul, intelligence and humor. It also sounds
amazing, thanks to some of Fulk's guest musicians, a who's who of
great players on today's country scene: Sam Bush on mandolin; Lloyd
Green on steel guitar and dobro; Redd Volkaert on electric guitar; Hank
Singer on fiddle; Alison Brown on banjo and bassist Alison Prestwood
and Dennis Crouch on upright bass.

“I think it's just the best thing I've done,” says Fulks. "I did two country
records when | started out. And when | sat down to write this one, | thought
I could do it better, and really the writing, the playing, the recording and the
mix on this thing are so superior to the other country stuff that I've done.”

A gifted guitarist, a natural performer and a soulful singer, Fulks has
also mastered the art of writing the great country song title, which often
serve as effective advertisements for
the songs themselves. On Georgia
Hard alone there are winners such as
“Leave It to a Loser,” “I'm Gonna Take
You Home (And Make You Like Me),"
“All You Can Cheat,” “"Doin’ Right (For
All  the Wrong Reasons)” and
“Goodbye, Cruel Girl."

"“The title thing is so so strong in
Nashville,” says Fulks. “I'll never forget
one of my first trips there. | came down
with a little cassette of 13 new songs
that I'd written. | gave it to a guy at
Almo Irving, and he looked at the cover
and said, 'Well, | like your ideas.”

In a perfect world, Fulks would be
riding high on the country charts, but
he has long since come to terms with
the whole mainstream and alternative
country music dichotomy. He knows
that many of his fans have “an aggres-
sive uninterest in that whole main-
stream country world.” But he also
believes that what he does has
crossover appeal. ”I don't think there's
anything really inaccessible or Greek
about what | do that a fan of, say, Alan
Jackson or the Dixie Chicks wouldn't be
able to pick up on. What | do is write
catchy songs with economical arrange
ments and with, hopefully, a high enter
tainment quotient.” —Erik Philbrook



¥

—

back on a major label, V2, with
yet another self-produced collec-
tion of power pop classics,
Alternative to Love; he's on a
world tour, sometimes opening
for fellow Detroit duo The