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THE INDUSTRY’S NEWSPAPER

Phippen Named WWSH
General Manager

WSB-AM & FM/Atlanta Gener-
al Sales Manager Bill Phippen has
been named General Manager at
Cox Communications sister sta-
tion WWSH/Philadelphia. He re-
places James Connor, who an-
nounced his resignation last
month. ;

In making the
appointment, Cox
Radio Broadeast-
ing Division Ex-
ecutive VP Jim
Wesley com-§
mented, “Bill has
done an outstand-
ing job at WSB- Bill Phippen
AM & FM. He has great manage-
ment and sales abilities, as well as
a lot of enthusiasm. Bill’s been
especially effective in selling the
‘New 99’ (WSB-FM), so he’s just
perfect for the ‘New 106.” They’re
made for each other.”

Phippen told R&R, “It feels
very good. It’s a super opportunity
and I can't wait to get up to Phila-
delphia. This is a great company
and I'm flattered by their con-
fidence in me.”

Before joining WSB-AM & FM
15 months ago, Phippen was Sta-

Murphy Signs
For Mornings
At WKQX

Robert Murphy, better known
as “Murphy In The Morning,” will
leave his morning show at WAYS
& WROQ/Charlotte to take over
AM drive at NBC’s WKQX (Q101)/
Chicago on January 24. Murphy’s
contract with WAYS & WROQ
owners Sis and Stan Kaplan expires
December 31, and his exit was ex-
pected in light of WAYS’s format
shift from CHR to News/Talk.

Commenting on his departure
from Charlotte, Murphy told
R&R, “I arrived here from WOKY/
Milwaukee six
years ago and
am leaving be-
cause I can’t
stand the smell
of Stan Kaplan’s
cigar any longer.
Serjously though,
the Kaplans i
have treated me Robert Murphy
just incredibly; that's why I've
stayed as long as I have. This is
kind of like leaving your parents,
but it’s something you have to do
after a while.

“Obviously I have some regrets
since I've had a number one show
for six years now, and it’s a gam-

MURPHY /See Page 3

tion Manager at WRC/Washing-
ton. He previously was GM at
KOPA-AM & FM/Phoenix, and
prior to that served seven years as
GSM at WQXI-AM & FM/Atlanta.

Phippen begins his new assign-
ment January 3.

DECEMBER 17, 1982

Haviland New WABC GM

WABC/New York has named
WLAK /Chicago VP/GM Jim Hav-
iland as General Manager of the
ABC flagship station. Haviland re-
places current WABC VP/GM Al
Racco, who has transferred to a
management position within the
ABC Radio Division staff.

In making the announcement,
VP/Operations of ABC-Owned Sta-

WBBG & WMII
Restructure Management

Embrescia Becomes Vice Chairman,
Lange New GM; McVay Promoted
To Operations Manager

In management restructuring
at WBBG & WMJI/Cleveland,
General Manager Tom Em-
brescia has been elevated to Vice
Chairman of the Board for owner
Robinson Broadcasting. Replac-
ing him as GM is former WIKW-
TV/Cleveland Local Sales Manag-
er Sharnon Lange. At the same
time, WMJI PD Michael McVay
was promoted to Operations Man-
ager for both WMJI and WBBG,
continuing as PD for WMJL
WBBG PD Jim Davis will now re-
port to McVay.

In his new capacity, Embrescia,
who stayed on as GM after his
private partnership sold WBBG &
WMJI to Robinson in January,
will consult the two stations and
help search for future Robinson
properties.

Regarding Embrescia’s new ti-
tle, Robinson Broadcasting owner
Larry Robinson told R&R, “Tom
has been extremely important in
the success of WBBG & WMJL
He’s so well thought of in the in-
dustry that we've asked him to
look at potential acquisitions for

us and to serve as Vice Chairman
of the Board, which he is doing.”

Embrescia said, “I'm excited
about the opportunity to work with
owners Larry Robinson and Larry
Pollock. In one year, the ratings
improvement of WBBG & WMJI
has been phenomenal.”

Robinson praised Lange’s qual-
ifications, saying, *‘We talked with
people all over the country, and
found Shannon to be by far the
best candidate by any standard.
She’s a born leader, is extremely
intelligent and a very hard
worker.”

Lange, who was Local Sales
Manager at WDOK/Cleveland for
a year before joining WIKW-TV 18
months ago, said, “I’m absolutely
delighted to be joining the hot
team at WBBG & WMJI. They are
a sensational group of people who
have put together a very sound
corporate structure, and are doing
everything right in terms of how
I've always felt a radio station
should be built. They are totally
committed to success.”

WBBG/See Page 22

Broad Street Establishes
AM, FM Divisions

Gaines, Durney Promoted;
McGee Becomes VP

Broad Street Communications
has established separate AM and
FM divisions for its radio proper-
ties. KTOK/Oklahoma City Sr.
VP/GM Kenneth Gaines will be-
come Executive VP of the four-
station AM division while retain-
ing his managerial duties at
KTOK. WQUE/New Orleans Sr.
VP/GM Tom Durney becomes
Executive VP for Broad Street’s
three FM’s and continues to
manage WQUE. At the same
time, WGSO/New Orleans GM
Mike McGee becomes VP of Broad
Street subsidiary Insilco Broadcast

Group of Louisiana.

Broad Street President Fred
Walker told R&R, ‘“We’ve deter-
mined that structuring the com-
pany into two divisions will allow
us to pay immediate attention to
our current opportunities within
our marketplaces, as well as to be
poised for additional acquisitions
during 1983.”

Commenting on Gaines and
Durney’s elevations, Walker
stated, “I’'m delighted for both in-
dividuals. I think this will give
them a great opportunity in group

BROAD ST./ See Page 3

tions Don Bou-
loukos said, “Jim
Haviland is a
dedicated, pro-
fessional broad-

caster. He is an & .
extremely crea- :

tive and energet- e

ic manager who iz

has a keen sense Jim Haviland
of matching market needs with
programming product. We look
forward to his leadership at
WABC.”

Haviland, who has been with
WLAK since 1973, told R&R, “I'm
very excited about this. After be-
ing in Chicago for 37 years and at
WLAK for ten years, to pick up
and leave takes a great motiva-
ting force, and WABC is it. I'm
saddened to leave WLAK and Via-
com, but through the good graces
of (Viacom President) Paul
Hughes, 'm looking to effect as
smooth a transition as possible.”

Haviland began as an account
executive at WLAK, later being
promoted to General Sales Man-
ager, General Manager, and most
recently VP/GM. No immediate
replacement was named for him
in Chicago.

BORCHARD AT WDRQ,
BUTLER AT WWIJF

Amaturo
Appoints Two

New GM’s

The Amaturo Group has named
Chuck Borchard General Manag-
er of recently-acquired WDRQ/
Detroit and James Butler GM of
WWJF/Miami. Borchard comes
to WDRQ from WHND & WMJC/
Detroit, where he had been GM
for nine years. Butler had been
General Sales Manager at WWJF,
and served in a similar capacity
at WLYF & WGBS/Miami.

Commenting on Borchard’s ap-
pointment, Amaturo Radio Divi-
sion President Monte Lang stated,
“Chuck is a Detroit radio profes-
sional with outstanding creden-
tials in this market. His huge con-
tribution to the growth of WMJC
was what caught my initial atten-
tion. He has bottom-line respect
that complements his well-above-
average ‘people skills’ I am
delighted to be able to make this
announcement.”

About Butler, Lang remarked,
“It’s great to be able to recognize
James’s achievements at JOY 107
FM and to promote him to the
position of General Manager. I
have worked closely with him for
the past year and observed the
performance gains first-hand. He

AMATUROQ/ See Page 22
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GREAT VMIOVES!

ponA SUMIVIER

“The Woman In Me o

Produced by Quincy Jones for

.MOSTADDED 99/6‘2
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JB105 add 34
293 add
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FElcn GABRIEL

“Shock The Monkey’’

Produced by David Lord and Peter Gabriel

CHR BREAKERS

7-29883

SAVIY HAGAR

“Your Love Is Driving Me Crazy..,,.

Produced by Keith Olsen from Sammy Hager’s new album Three Lock Box

SAMMY HAGAR |
THREE LOCK BOX

“Little Thing Called Love~,,,

Produced By Neil Young, David Briggs, and Tim Mulllgan

158/28 71%

GHS 20271
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/VH[ YOUNG on Your Desk Jan-3

from the debut Geffen Records album Trans

GHS 2018
GEFFEN

Manufactured By Warner Bros. Records.RECORDS
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DORF ELECTED NEW CHAIRMAN

Advisory Council Says Yes

On 48 Weeks,

Arbitron will be reinstating 48-week year-
ly measurement after meeting with the Ar-
bitron Radio Advisory Council last week,
but the council shot down the concept of giv-
ing ADI (Area of Dominant Influence)
estimates parity with metro numbers.

Effective with the summer ’83 sweep, all
surveys will be 12 weeks long, with the
winter '83 survey the last of the 10-week
variety. Commenting on the metro vs. ADI
issue, Advisory Council Chairman George
Green, VP/GM of KABC/Los Angeles, told
R&R, “A significant majority felt that the
metro should stay dominant and the ADI
estimates should remain where they are, in
the back of the relevant books.”

Four-Week Cume Encouraging

Green, chairing his last council meeting,
was excited about Arbitron’s data on its
four-week cume research tests. ‘‘It appears
that by surveying someone for four weeks,
overall radio station cumes may grow by
40%. This could be a significant sales tool
and deserves further Arbitron and industry
attention.”

New officers were elected at the meeting,
with Ted Dorf, VP/GM of WGAY-AM &
FM/Washington, serving as Chairman.
WHTT/Miami owner Herb Levin will be the
new Vice-Chairman, and Ellen Hulleberg of
McGavren Guild was named research ad-
visor.

Other issues discussed were survey an-
nouncements and Differential Survey
Treatment (DST). The council reaffirmed
its stand against on-air survey an-
nouncements, and extended that stance to
cover “off-air” survey notices as well. On
the Hispanic DST issue, the council urged
Arbitron to “perform additional studies in
at least five other markets to measure the
difference, if any, in listening in non-phone
homes versus homes with phones.”

Council Nominees Set

Balloting is winding down in the process
to fill the six soon-to-be-vacant slots on the
Advisory Council. Following are the
nominees to date for the format openings
available. For Contemporary markets 1-50,

KYNN GM
Valentine Dies

Glenn Valentine, General Manager of
KYNN-AM & FM/Omaha, died of cancer
Thursday (12-9) at the age of 53. He had
managed the Country-formatted stations
for the past six years. Valentine is survived
by his wife Marie and four children.

KYNN owner Mike Oatman stated,
“Glenn has been with our organization for
six years, and we had known him for ten
years prior to that. He was a superb broad-
caster, loyal and hardworking, and we’re
going to sorely miss him. This happened
right at the time when we were expanding,
so it was really a loss.”

Oatman added that General Sales
Manager Ken Fernow will assume the sta-
tions’ managerial duties.

R&R Holiday
Schedule

This is the final edition of R&R for 1982. For
the next two weeks we will take our traditional
year-end publishing break (coinciding with the
reduced musical activity at our reporting radio
stations). We'll resume our weekly schedule
with the first issue of 1983, dated January 7
Although we won't be publishing, the R&R of-
fices will remain open over the holidays to
S€erve you.

Happy Holidays to you from all of us at
Radio & Records.

. ¢
RZRVERPAN
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No To ADI

Bob Hyland, WBBM-FM/Chicage; Ken
Dowe, KLTE/Oklahoma City; and Phil
Melrose, KXOA/Sacramento. Easy Listen-
ing markets 51+ : Ed Giller, WFBG-FM/Al-
toona; Al Vuylsteke, KBOI-FM/Boise; and
Robert Putnam Jr., WDAQ/Danbury, CT.
Country markets 1-50: John Bayliss, KCBQ-
AM & FM/San Diego; and Don Hibbits,
WSUN/Tampa. Country 51+: Ron Rogers,
KASE/Austin; and Donald Berry,
KEED/Eugene. Black: Lillian Lang,
KMJQ/Houston; Kernie Anderson,
WBMX/Chicago; Marv Dyson, WYON &
WGCI1/Chicago; Zane Roden, WOKG &
WwJIMI/Jackson, MS; and Robert Badger,
WANM/Tallahassee. News/Talk: John
Lauer, WGST/Atlanta; and Diane Sutter,
WTKN/Pittsburgh.

Stations should cast their votes by year-
end. Winners will be announced prior to the
first 1983 meeting of the council.

Gannett Broadcast
Group Names
Davidson President

Jeff Davidson has been promoted from
VP/GM to President/CEO of the Gannett
Broadcast Group. He succeeds Alvin Flana-
gan, who becomes Chairman of the broad-
cast group while remaining President/GM
of Gannett’s WXIA-TV/Atlanta.

Davidson served as President/GM at
WXIA-TV from 1976 to 1981, when he was
made VP/GM of the broadcast group. He
previously served as President/GM of
WLKY-TV/Louisville, and GSM of televi-
sion stations in Pittsburgh and Wheeling.

Joe Dorton continues as President of
Gannett’s Radio Division.

urphy

Continued from Page 1
ble as to whether I can be number one in
Chicago, but you know I'm out to try.”

WKQX PD Randy Lane told R&R, ‘‘Last
spring we began a nationwide talent search,
seeking the best morning personality for
Q101. We were aware of Murphy’s reputa-
tion, and after a visit to Charlotte, he
became our number one choice. We think
his zany and personable style will comple-
ment Q101’s contemporary foreground
sound. Murphy is the best morning man in
the country, and I'm glad we have him.”

WKQX VP/GM Jim Smith said, “We
knew when we began talking to Murphy last
spring that nearly every other major
market station had taken a run at him in the
past.” Indicating that the station’s per-
sistence had paid off, Smith added, ‘‘We’re
just ecstatic about having him. Murphy’s
hiring is the final element in the rebuilding
of this radio station. I think we have the
staff to win in Chicago.”

Murphy’s last day on WAYS & WROQ will
be December 31. Larry Sprinkles, who does
many of the voices for Murphy, will not be
joining him in Chicago because of continu-
ing obligations in Charlotte.

Broad St.

Continued from Page 1

management, and also gives us the ability
to use their strengths in all our operations.”
He added, ‘“Mike McGee has also done a
superior job at WGSO, and he’s been able to
effect a miraculous turnaround job. We ap-
plaud his efforts by naming him VP.”

Also as part of Broad Street’s realign-
ment, John Seliati will continue as Director
of Information Systems & Government Re-
lations and also becomes Secretary for the
corporation.

Reed Upped To
PD At WEEP

Dennis Reed has been promoted from
Music Director to Program Director at
WEEP/Pittsburgh. Reed became MD at
WEEP in March, and now succeeds Alan
Furst as PD.

Reed, a ten-year radio veteran, told R&R,
“I feel great about this appointment. There
have been some excellent people who have

i i gone through this sta-
tion — Barry Mardit,

Ed Salamon, Dene

Hallam, Joel Raab —

so I have big

footsteps to fill, but
. I'm confident I can do

the job. I like the peo-

ple I work with; we

have a great staff

here and we have one

of the best air sounds
WEEP has had in years. It’s nice to be able
to work with a staff that’s behind you, that
you get lots of cooperation from. A career
should be something that’s fun, and we all
have fun doing it.”

Before joining WEEP, Reed was PD at
WRUA/Monroeville, PA, and previously
worked at WIXZ/McKeesport, PA.

Elliott New
WKY PD

WKY/Oklahoma City Music Director
Jack Elliott has been promoted to PD,
replacing Al Ross, who has accepted a sales
position at another
station. In making
the announcement,
WKY GM Tom Per-
ryman said, “Jack
has the personality,
experience and know-
ledge for this job and
we are delighted he
has accepted the posi-
tion. We hate to lose
Al Ross, who has

Dennis Reed

Jack Elliott
been an integral part of our format transi-
tion of the past several months and de-
serves much of the credit for our audience
gains.”

Elliott joined WKY four years ago, hav-
ing previous experience at KRIZ/Phoenix;

WOLI/ Ottawa, IL; and WYEN/Des
Plaines, IL. Ross will remain with WKY for
several days aiding in Elliott’s transition to
PD.

In a related promotion, WKY Assistant
News Director Keith Swezey has become
News Director, replacing Jim Palmer, who
joins UPI in Dallas.

Don French
Dead At 56

Radio veteran Don French (‘‘The
Barefoot Boy From Hoople”), 56, passed
away November 28 following a prolonged ill-
ness. Beginning his career in the Midwest,
French worked in Lincoln, Ft. Dodge, IA
and Omaha before moving to Dallas with
the McLendon chain in the mid-50’s.

From KLIF/Dallas, French shifted to
KTSA/San Antonio, where he broke the
record for continuous broadcasting. He
then joined the Crowell Collier Organization
as an air personality, later becoming Na-
tional PD for its three stations: KFWB/Los
Angeles, KEWB/Oakland (now KNEW),
and KDWB/Minneapolis.

French also worked on the air at
WDAF/Kansas City, WTAE/Pittsburgh,
and WNBC/New York.

He is survived by his daughter Catherine
Marie, a broadcasting major at Houston
Baptist University, and son John, currently
on the air at KILT/Houston.



Washington Report

Two-Year Extension Sought
For Model EEO Program

If the FCC has its way, broadcasters will
have to continue filing ten-point Model EEO
programs for at least the next two years.
Just a year ago the White House’s Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) ordered
the programs scrapped because they entail
too much paperwork.

Instead of junking the programs or over-
riding the OMB directive, which it has the
authority to do, the FCC has received two
extensions from OMB. The latest one ex-
pires at the end of January, prompting the
Commission to ask for a two-year extension
s0 it can have more time to grapple with the
thorny EEOQ issue.

An OMB spokesman says the request will
be acted on by January 31, but added that
OMB has some concerns about giving yet
another extension and won’t give the re-
quest an automatic okay.

Tax Breaks
To Boost Minority
Ownership Approved

The FCC has adopted a series of tax
changes proposed by Commissioner Henry
Rivera’s Advisory Committee on Alter-
native Financing for Minority Oppor-
tunities in Telecommunications.

One change will allow limited partner-
ships to benefit from tax certificate and
distress sale policies. Currently such part-
nerships frequently don’t qualify because,
while having full operational control, a
minority partner often owns less than 50%.

The Commission also broadened its tax
certificate policy, which allows those who
sell stations to minorities to defer capital
gains taxes. Now tax certificates will also
be issued to investors who supply ‘‘start-
up” money for minority stations or who
help out by buying stock in the critical first
year.

Two proposed changes that require
legislative action were forwarded to Con-
gress. One would allow tax certificates for
non-broadcast properties. The other would
make it easier for minorities to attract
capital by raising the amount a station can
claim in investment tax credits from $12,500
to $500,000.

Newspaper Shutdown
Clears KQV Sale

Six months of haggling ended last week
when the FCC agreed to let Taft Broadcast-
ing sell KQV/Pittsburgh to Calvary, Inc.
The sale had been held up because Calvary’s
parent company also owns a small newspa-
per, the Daily and Sunday Tribune, in near-
by Monroeville. FCC rules prohibit anyone
who owns a newspaper from buying a sta-
tion whose primary signal completely
covers the same community.

KQV's sale was okayed only after West
Pennsylvania Publishing agreed to shut
down the Tribune, which has a daily cir-
culation of less than 10,000, by January 2.
The firm will be allowed to sell copies of its
Greensburg, PA paper in the Monroeville
area. But an FCC official said that won’t
violate crossownership rules because
Greensburg is much farther away from
Pittsburgh and the paper doesn’t specifical-
ly serve any community in KQV’s coverage
area.

WAVS/Ft. Lauderdale
Wins Renewal

After nearly three years of investigation
by the FCC, WAVS/Ft. Lauderdale has
finally won renewal of its license. The sta-
tion’s troubles began when owner Jordan
Ginsburg agreed to sell out to Gore Broad-
casting, which planned to switch the format
from Classical to Religious.

While the sale was pending, however, the
format change was carried out. That led the
FCC to suspect that Gore had already taken
over the station in an unauthorized transfer
of control.

Now the Commission says its suspicions ,
were unfounded and that WAVS changed
formats for financial reasons. It found that
Harold Gore, 80% owner of Gore Broadcast-
ing, took part in the format change only as
an advisor. Although Gore had become a
5% owner of WAVS, the Commission said
the evidence showed conclusively that he
never paid any of the station’s bills or exer-
cised operational control while the sale ap-
plication was pending. Gore pulled out of
the sale agreement in April 1980.

Radio Revenue Survey
Deemed A ‘“Major Flop”

The final tally shows that only 35% of radio
stations took part in a survey of 1981
revenues. Four trade associations spent
$72,000 on the voluntary survey when the
FCC quit collecting station financial data
this year.

I certainly think the industry has told us
they’re not interested,” said a disappointed
Bob McAuliffe, Executive Director of the
Broadcast Financial Management Associa-
tion (BFM). The NRBA called the project a
“major flop” and said the radio industry
had “failed in one of the first attempts to
replace government-mandated reporting
with voluntary cooperation.”

Because they’re so incomplete, it appears
the figures collected are worthless. But
McAuliffe says the sponsoring groups
(BFM, NAB, RAB, NRBA) will meet in
mid-January to see if the response in any
markets was high enough to permit release
of meaningful local figures.

After this year’s experience, spokesmen
for several of the sponsor associations said
there’s almost no chance of an effort being
made to collect 1982 revenue figures.
However, McAuliffe predicts that in two to
three years the industry will begin to
realize the value of the missing revenue
figures.

Other Key Developments:

e WABC-TV/New York has been ad-
monished by the FCC and reporting condi-
tions were placed on its renewal for decep-
tively airing letters, supposedly from the
public, that were actually written by station
employees.

e The FCC has approved a shifting of
WOR-TV/New York’s city of license to
Secaucus, NJ. Under a bill passed by Con-
gress, the action gives New Jersey its first
TV outlet and guarantees renewal for the
RKO station, which had been under a cloud.
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PROMISE VS. PERFORMANCE

Court Refuses To Give
Back KIFM’s License

Broadcasters who may have let their guard down due to deregula-
tion were snapped back to reality last week by the U.S. Court of Appeals,
as it upheld the FCC’s denial of license renewal for KIFM/San Diego

(formerly KDIG).

“The FCC’s licensing scheme requires
each station to serve the needs of its city of
license,” wrote Judge David Bazelon in a
12-page decision. “The owners of KDIG dis-
served the citizens of San Diego while they
devoted their resources to a station in a dif-
ferent city.” At issue was an almost total
lack of non-entertainment programming on
KIFM in the early 1970’s, despite promises
that it would beef up its news and public af-
fairs.

KIFM attorney Eric Bernthal said he was
“very disappointed” and pledged, if neces-
sary, to take the case to the Supreme Court.
Noting that FM was in its “infancy” in the
early 70’s, Bernthal said few FM stations of-
fered much nonentertainment program-
ming at the time. Bernthal called the ruling
an ‘“unprecedented decision” because it
marks the only time the FCC has ever
denied a license due to a promise-vs.-
performance failure. Under radio deregula-
tion, stations are no longer required to
make programming promises.

Beset by severe financial problems in
1972, KIFM won FCC permission to cut non-
music programming to just 1.1% of airtime.
But the station promised that well before its
next license renewal filing it would be
devoting ‘“more than just an adequate or
minimum of time [sic] to news, public af-
fairs, religious or instructional types of pro-
grams.”

In 1974, however, an administrative law
judge ruled that KIFM had fallen far short

of its promises and gave the station a one-
year short-term renewal. The full Commis-
sion later took away the license altogether.

An FCC attorney told R&R the case is im-
portant because the court upheld the Com-
mission’s broad discretion to punish sta-
tions as it sees fit, even if past precedents
aren’t followed, as long as it provides a
“reasoned analysis” for its actions. In the
past, promise-vs.-performance failures re-
sulted only in fines or short-term renewals.

KIFM argued that the Commission is
bound by its own precedents and did not
convincingly explain why KIFM was
treated more harshly than others. But the
court said KIFM’s punishment was not ‘in-
appropriate” and emphasized “’that courts
give considerable deference to FCC discre-
tion concerning the appropriate sanction to
apply to licensee misconduct.”

The station also contended the FCC failed
to prove its charge that KIFM didn’t even
make a “good faith” effort to fulfill its pro-
mises. But the court said KIFM had not
countered evidence that its ‘“actual nonen-
tertainment programming was virtually
zero throughout the term and was never
close to what it had promised.” The court
also noted that owner West Coast Broad-
casting poured resources and staff into
KORJ/Orange, CA and cut KIFM’s staff to
three, ‘‘making it virtually impossible to
comply with its programming promises.”’

NO SENATE BROADCAST

Radio Marti Stymied
By Senate Opposition

Two issues watched closely by broadcasters have apparently died in
the Senate for this year. Chances of Radio Marti surviving the current
lame duck session dwindled almost to zero this week. And Majority
Leader Howard Baker (R-TN) has abandoned plans for a lame duck
vote on opening Senate debates to radio and television coverage.

Led by Sen. Edward Zorinsky (D-NE),
opponents of Radio Marti have successfully
filibustered the House-passed proposal for
the past two weeks, blocking a final vote.
But under pressure from the White House,
Senate GOP leaders kept the measure on
the front burner.

Zorinsky’s forces scored a major victory
Monday (12-13) when they managed to
knock Radio Marti off the Senate agenda as
the top piece of pending legislation. A Zorin-
sky aide cautioned that Radio Marti might
still be brought up for a vote, but that ap-
pears highly unlikely. With time running
short and critical issues such as the gas tax
and MX missile demanding attention, one
trade association lobbyist said Radio Marti
was all but dead.

Nebraska Broadcasters
Have Clout

“Time is pretty much on the Senator’s
side,” said Zorinsky spokesman Art Jae-
ger. He attributed Zorinsky’s stance, in
part, to opposition from the Nebraska
Broadcasters Association, and the potential
harm to WOW/Omabha of threatened retali-
atory jamming by Cuba.

Jaeger also said Zorinsky thinks Radio
Marti is a waste of money. ‘“There’s no
question but that it will be jammed,”” he told
R&R. “Not one minute of Radio Marti pro-
gramming will ever be heard in Cuba.” In-
viting Cuban jamming that would ‘“‘wreak
havoc on the American broadcasting in-
dustry” is the same as “‘shooting yourself in
the foot,” according to Jaeger.

What nobody could predict this week is
whether the Reagan Administration will try
again next year if Radio Marti dies in the
lame duck session rapidly drawing to a
close.

Senate Broadcasts Killed
By Filibuster Threat
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