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NO. @D THIS WEEK:

BRAD PAISLEY

I'm Gonna Miss Her (The Fishin’ Song) (ARISTA NASHVILLE)

GREATEST GAINER

TIM McGRAW
Unbroken (CURB)

AIRPLAY ADDS

KEITH URBAN
Somebody Like You (CAPITOL)

AUDIENCE

GEORGE STRAIT
Living and Living Well (MCA NASHVILLE)

Celebrating US99's
20 Years Of Country

In this special issue, Country Airplay Monitor
pays tribute to WUSN (US99) Chicago, as the
Infinity country powerhouse celebrates its
20th anniversary.

First, on page 7, we trace the station’s history
as told by current staffers, as well as consultant
Rusty Walker, former PDs Lee Logan, J.D. Span-
gler, Dean McNeil, and Alan Sledge, and some
country artists.

From the station’s early days as a test frequency
for FM stereo generators, to its snowy launch into
the country format, to shotgun-wielding listeners
in the lobby, US99 has become one of the for-
mat’s most-watched stations through several own-
ers and numerous staff changes. The station has
had its ups —
knocking
numerous
competitors
out of the for-
mat—and
downs —
weathering
the loss of be-
loved morn-
ing man John
“the Katman” Kawzbeck. Through it all, the staff
members have remained close to each other and
have forged strong bonds with listeners and artists
in the process.

On page 8, we profile some of the station’s
current staffers, including VP/GM Steve
Ennen, PD Justin Case, MD/morning co-host
Trish Biondo, and newly appointed OM Eric
Logan. Ennen, a former Marine, talks about
his passion for country music and its artists.
Case describes how he followed US99’s every
move with fascination long before he ever
went to work there. Biondo discusses what it’s
like to work in her home town, adapting to six
PDs, and her big-screen role opposite George
Strait. And Logan talks about his “nervous
excitement” at the prospect of working at the
heritage station.

And on page 12, we list the 150 most-played
songs at US99 during the past 10 years, as moni-
tored by Nielsen BDS.
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The wait is over for the
follow-up single to the
6-WEEK TOP 5 SMASH

“I Don’t Have To Be Me
(“Til Monday)™!

Add date July 15th




WKDF Nashville PD Dave Kelly put his two kids, Chasity, left, and Keith to work at
the recent Fan Fair.

615-321-4284 » pstark@airplaymonitor.com
615-321-4286 + aking@airplaymonitor.com

Webcast Royalty Rates Established

The Librarian of Congress, acting on the rec-
ommendation of the Register of Copyrights, has
determined the final royalty rates for Webcast
performances. The move follows the librarian’s
May rejection of rates that had been recom-
mended in February by the Copyright Arbitra-
tion Royalty Panel (CARP). The librarian has
ruled that “significant portions” of the CARP’s
proposed rates “were arbitrary or contrary to law.”

The librarian threw out the CARP’s two-tiered
rate structure of 0.14 cents per performance for
Internet-only transmissions and 0.07 cents for
simulcast transmissions. Both will now carry a rate
of 0.07 cents. The fee Webcasters and broadcast-
ers must pay for making ephemeral recordings
has been reduced from 9% of the performance
fee to 8.8%. The rate for archived programming
was cut from 0.05 cents to 0.02 cents.

PROGRAMMING: FREE TO BE OM

Clear Channel/Binghamton, N.Y,, ups classic
rock WKGB PD Jim Free to OM for the cluster
that includes country WBBI. He replaces Al
Brock, now PD of oldies KLOU St. Louis.

KAGG Bryan, Texas, hires WACO Waco,
Texas, APD/MD Jennifer Allen as PD, replacing
Chuck Baker, who remains in afternoons.

WTVY Dothan, Ala., PD/aftemoon host Ben
Chalker exits, along with production director/mom-
ing host Jason Taylor. T&Rs to GM Terry Duffie.

KSKS Fresno, Calif., adds the syndicated Lia
show for nights, replacing Steve Montgomery,
who remains as MD/imaging director.

Classic country KYCW Seattle picks up NBG
Radio Network’s No Depression Alt-Country Radio
Show, which will air Fridays from 10 p.m. to mid-
night. Other new affiliates are KHYI suburban
Dallas; KTDR Del Rio, Texas; WBKI Dayton,
Ohio; and KZNN Rolla, Mo.

MANAGEMENT: COAST TO COAST

Clear Channel/Tucson, Ariz., VP/GM Debra
Wagner segues to Clear Channel/Springfield,
Mass., for similar duties. She replaces Jerry
Hyland, who exits. The Springfield cluster
includes country WPKX. The Tucson cluster
includes country KOYT.

Clear Channel /Milwaukee ups director of sales
Cindy McDowell to market manager for the clus-
ter’s six stations, including WMIL. She replaces Dave
Pugh. who moved to Clear Channel/Detroit in a
similar capacity (Country Airplay Monitor, May 24).

PEOPLE: JUST CALL HIM DR. MAYOR
First he was an ultrasound doctor. Then a radio

station owner. Now George Flinn, owner of
crossover R&B KXHT (Hot 107) Memphis, triple-
A sister WMPS, and suburban country WYYL, is
running for mayor of Shelby County, Tenn.,
which includes Memphis. Flinn is pitching his
business experience as a tool to solve the county’s
budget crunch, according to his advertising.

New WUSN (US99) Chicago OM Eric Logan’s
first move at the station is to tap WMIL Milwau-
kee afternoon driver Bill Lloyd for aftemoons.
He starts July 8. Lloyd will replace Ramblin’ Ray
Stevens, who moves back to momings where he
will be teamed with Trish Biondo, Big John How-
ell, and Guitar Gavin. Look for more changes to
come at US99. Meanwhile, at WMIL, OM Kerry
Wolfe is taking T&Rs for Lloyd’s replacement.

Former WWYZ Hartford, Conn., moming host
Neil Hedley is suing Clear Channel and the sta-
tion for breach of contract. Hedley exited WWYZ
last month (Country Airplay Monitor, May 10). Sta-
tion execs declined to comment about the suit.

WBBS Syracuse, N.Y,, ups MD/night jock Skip
Clark to APD under OM Rich Lauber.

WKIS Miami hires WINT Tallahassee, Fla.,
husband-and-wife morning team Terry and Staci
Coffey for wakeups. They replace Gator, who is
now in afternoons. They start July 9.

Veteran broadcaster Corinne Baldassano has
landed a short-term consulting gig with Sirius Satel-
lite Radio, working with some of the company’s talk
channels. Baldassano, who is based in Los Ange-
les, continues to seek additional consulting clients.

WFBE Flint, Mich., midday host Keith Allen
exits, as does promotion director/overnight host
Stacy Trager. Promotion assistant Andrea Her-
nandez assumes Trager’s duties. Morning co-host
Kristine Miller segues to middays, as the station
hires R&B oldies WGRYV Detroit moming co-host
Mitzi Miles for similar duties. She’ll work with
Tony Magoo, who takes over mormings in July.

WCTO (Cat Country) Allentown, Pa,, is
searching for a part-timer for overnight voice-
tracking and moming-show production work.
T&Rs to APD/MD Bobby Knight.

Condolences to the co-workers, family, and
friends of Infinity/Kansas City controller Susann
Seymour, who was killed June 20 in Brookfield,
Mo., when the vehicle she was riding in was struck
by a train. Seymour’s mother and a friend were
also killed, and her 5-year-old granddaughter was
seriously injured but is expected to fully recover.
Seymour had been with KFKF for 21 years, begin-
ning as business manager, and PD Dale Carter
says she was “one of the main reasons the place
felt more like a family than a job.”

COUNTRY CONFIDENTIAL
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CMT Awards Spark Sales Spikes

THE JUNE 12 CMT Flameworthy Video Music Awards, combined with Father’s Day gift buy-
ing, sent bullets flying all over the Billboard Top Country Albums chart in the publication’s June
29 issue (see Country Highlights, page 13). Albums by all of the artists who performed on the tele-
cast reaped significant retail benefits. Others who did not perform but gained exposure on the
show also improved noticeably.

The O Brother, Where Art Thou? soundtrack returns to No. 1 for a 35th week, fueled by the chart’s
biggest gain, up approximately 30,000 units over last week (78,500 total).

Other top 10 titles that benefit include Kenny Chesney’s No Shoes, No Shirt, No Problems, up 14%;
Alan Jackson’s Drive, up 46%; Brad Paisley’s Part II, up 36%; Toby Keith’s Pull My Chain, up 47%;
Brooks & Dunn’s Steers & Stripes, up 22%; Martina McBride’s Greatest Hits, up 29%; and Tim
McGraw’s Set This Circus Down, up 30%.

Other increases include a 26% hike for Travis Tritt’s Down the Road I Go, a 499% jump for Ali-
son Krauss + Union Station’s New Favorite, a 30% increase for Sara Evans’ Born to Fly, and a 22%
advancement for Sharp Dressed Men: A Tribute to ZZ Top.

In addition to the O Brother set, bluegrass titles fared exceptionally well during the Fan Fair,
Father’s Day, and CMT Awards week, most notably Ralph Stanley’s Hot Shot Debut at No. 22 with
his eponymous DMZ,/Columbia set, which rang more than 7,000 copies. Atage 75, Stanley is the
oldest living performer to achieve Hot Shot Debut status on Top Country Albums since the chart
was launched in January 1964.

A NEW NO. 1: Brad Paisley nabs his third No. 1 on the Country Airplay chart, as “I'm Gonna
Miss Her (The Fishin’ Song)” (Arista Nashville) displaces George Strait’s “Living and Living Well”
after two weeks. But Strait’s song continues to dominate the Country Audience chart with 43.6
million estimated audience impressions to Paisley’s 41.7 million impressions. Paisley’s first No. 1
on the Country Airplay chart occurred in December 1999, when “He Didn’t Have to Be” reigned
for one week. “We Danced” spent two weeks atop the chart in December 2000.

Keith Urban gets his highest chart debut to date, as “Somebody Like You” (Capitol) opens at
No. 42 with spins at 99 monitored stations. His former No. 1 “But for the Grace of God” marked
Urban's prior high debut when it arrived at No. 54 in October 2000. Urban’s new single also waves
the Most Airplay Adds banner, with at least six new spins at 26 stations.

With five chart weeks apiece, Dixie Chicks and Garth Brooks have the youngest titles
inside the Country Airplay top 30. The ladies crash the top 10 with “Long Time Gone” (Mon-
ument), which gains 478 detections, while Brooks’ “Thicker Than Blood” (Capitol} leaps
35-30, up 294 spins.

THEY' RE BACK: KUBL Salt Lake City and WFRE Frederick, Md., return to our chart panel
this issue after being temporarily removed because of technical problems.

Shari Lacy Joins
Bluegrass Assn.

Shari Lacy, who recently resigned her position
as director of publicity for Nashville-based label
Compass Records ( Country Airplay Monitor, June

Seeking to tap into the film and TV royalties
market, Nashville-based publishing firm Blue-
water Music is opening an office in Los Angeles,
Billboard Bulletin reports. Jonathan Platt, co-
founder of Santa Monica, Calif.-based indie
hyperdisc Records, will head the unit

CMA ENTRY REMINDER
The deadline for entries for the Country Music
Assn.’s air personality and station of the year
awards is July 1. Only stations that are CMA mem-
bers may enter. Air-personality entrants must
work ata CMA member station.

21), joins the International Bluegrass Music Assn.
in the newly created position of marketing and
public relations director. Her replacement at
Compass, Brad San Martin, was previously
national radio promotions coordinator at
Rounder Records.

Ben Vaughn joins EMI Music Publishing
Nashville as VP of
writer and artist de-
velopment. He previ-
ously was GM of Big
Tractor Music.

Allen Brown has
been promoted to sen-
ior director of media at
RCA Label Group,
where he will now
head the media de-
partment. He previ-
ously was the company’s
director of media.

Actress Bobbie Eakes has been named host of
Great American Country’s daily request show,
CRL. Eakes portrayed Macy Alexander on day-
time drama The Bold and the Beautiful and
recorded one country album for Columbia
Records, which included a duet with Collin Raye.
Eakes replaces Dallas Turner, who left to start a
family. She begins the new job Aug. 5.
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WMZQ Washington, D.C.’s Shelley
Rose, left, gets a front-show seat Yor
the Clay Walker performance during
the recent WMZQfest.
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Daniels Bows Qut Of
PBS Show Over Song

On the heels of Toby Keith’s much-publicized
spat with ABC-TV after his invitation to sing on
the network’s Julv 4 special was rescinded (Coun-
try Aimplay Monitor, June 21), Charlie Daniels has
opted out of a live PBS Independence Day spe-
cial after he was told he couldn’t perforn his new
song. “The Last Fallen Hero.” The song is  trib-
ute to the people who lost their lives in last year’s
terrorist artacks.

In a letter to the show’s producer, Walter
Miller, Daniels writes: “When I think of the voung
men and women who give up a goodly portion of
their prime vears to wear the uniform of this
country and go oft to stand in harm’s way for a
nation which is 100 politicallv correct 1o even
acknowledge the war thevare fighting on July the
Fourth, it makes ine ashamed. | trulv don’t
understand the actions of PBS, the network
which espouses the causes of some pretty far-out
characters in the name of freedom of speech.
What happened to my freedom of speech? Is
music excluded?”

This is not the first time Daniels has heen in
this sitation. Last fall he opted out of a CM T spe-
cial, which was raising funds for victims of the
attacks, afier he was asked not 10 sing his con

troversial “This Ain’t No Rag, It's a Flag.”

His new song opens with the lines: “The cow-
ards came by morning and auacked without a
warning/ Leaving flames and death and chaos in
our streets/In the middle of this fiery hell brave
heroes fell.”

In somewhat refated news, Brooks & Dunn
have been added to the lineup for the ABC spe-
cial Fourth of July Acruss America, where they will
perform “Only in America.” The performance
will be pre-taped at a concert in Milwaukee for
the otherwise live music special. As previously
reported, Hank Williams Jr. is also sluted to per-
form two songs on the ABC program. He will be
Joined bv Rhonda Vincent & the Rage on “Out-
door Loving Man.”

TOURMATES TO ISSUE COMPILATION CD
Mark Chesnutt, Joe Diffie. and Tracy Law-
rence, who are currently towring together on the
Rockin® Roadhouse tour, have recorded a tour
theme song that was written by Diffie and fea-
tures vocals from all three artists. The song,
“Rockin’ the Roadhouse Down,” will appear on
a Rockin’ Roacdhouse tour compilation CD that
will also contain three of each artist's biggest hits.
‘The disc, which will be on the Sony Music Special
Products label, will he available for sale onlv at
tor stops. Among the tracks is an exclusive live
version of Diffie’s "John Deere Green.”
Huntsman Entertiiniment is oflering iwo long-
form radio specials for Indepencence Dav week.
Steve Azar will host the Celebrate Your Country spe-
cial,a mock backvard pienic for the Fourth of July,
and Tracy Byrd will host an album-premiere spe-
cial introducing Andy Griggs’ new albuim, Freedom.

ll DATE STATION

RADIO CONCERT MONITOR

EVENT

June 27-30 KCCY Colorado Springs, Colo. Westfest
APPEARING: John Hiatt, Michael Martin Murphey, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Pinmonkey, Darryl

Worley, Chely Wright
June 30 WYTZ Benton Harbor, Mich. Summer Jam Sandie Lee
APPEARING: Mark Chesnutt, Joe Diffie, Tracy Lawrence
July 3-4 KRRV Alexandria, La. Uncle Sam Jam Kellie Wilson
APPEARING: Andy Griggs, Trini Triggs
July 4 KNIX Phoenix Fabulous Phoenix Fourth Vicki Fiorelli
APPEARING: John Michael Montgomery
July 7 WOKO Burlington, Vt. Country Club Music Festival Wendy Naylor
APPEARING: Mark Chesnutt, Joe Diffie, Emerson Drive, Tracy Lawrence, Little Big Town
July 10 WNKT Charleston, S.C. New-Artist Showcase Kipp Shives
APPEARING: Shannon Lawson, Joe Nichols
July 13 WGNA Albany, N.Y. CountryFest Dick Stark
APPEARING: Emerson Drive, Collin Raye, Aaron Tippin, Travis Tritt, Keith Urban, Vivid
July 14 KILT-FM Houston 21st Birthday Party Dan Cryer
APPEARING: Gary Allan, Brooks & Dunn, Chris Cagle, Trick Pony, Dwight Yoakam
July 18 WUSN Chicago 20th Birthday Bash Pam Mills
APPEARING: Emerson Drive, Big John Howell & the Born to Boogie Band, Ronnie Milsap,
Cyndi Thomson, Travis Tritt 7
Sept. 21 KIIM Tucson, Ariz. Country Music Fest Carole Mendoza

APPEARING: Tammy Cochran, Steve Holy, Brad Paisley, Darryl Worley
Let us monitor your event! Call Angela King at 615-321-4286 or e-mail aking@airplaymonitor.com
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PROMOGANDA

-

AN OVERVIEW OF RADIO PROMOTIONS

BY ANGELA KING

615-321-4286 * aking@airplaymonitor.com

Make Yours The Hydration Station

Summer promotions mean a lot more time
spent outside the office, and while that's not
necessarily a bad thing, Promogandists have a
number of tricks of the trade to make their
large-scale summer street promotions and
events go more smoothly.

Adutt top 40 KIMN Denver’s Mark Murdock
has a checklist of things he doesn’t leave the

office without during the summenr: “plenty of

interns and part-time stafl’ [and] lots of water.”

Adult top 40 WBMX Bosion’s Anne-Marie
Strzelecki also looks for exira hodies. “We prob-
ably double our intern anny for the summer,”
she savs. “[We] plan, plan, plan in advance
[and] have multiple calendars.” And, she jokes,
having “liquor always makes it easier.”

Because of her Clear Cliannel/Phoenix sta-
tions' location, Vicki Fiorelli alwavs has an cve
on the thermometer. “The three must-haves to
make a big sununer event easier for mv crew
and our listeners are convenient location, air
conditioning, and cold drinks,” she says. “Also,
[we] don’t make listeners stand around and
wait to spin the prize wheel. It’s too ot to make
listeners wait until the jock decides to give out
prizes. If someone niakes the eftort to come out
lo a remole, we want it to be easy for them.”

Country WWKA (K92) Orlando. Fla.s Kim
Riggi says, “Heat is a major concern here. We
walk around events with water spray bottles
[for] cooling people down. Of course, vou can’t
miss our logo on the hottles and our staft.”

Even in Washington, D.C,, counuy WMZQ’s
Wendie Vestfall savs that when she’s handling
outdoor events, “weather is vour biggest concern.
Have a backup plan for what to do if it rains. EZ
Up Tents become hazardous flving objects in the
rain. You [also] need to have lots of water on
hand for staft if the heat gets up there.”

And panelists worry about more than the
weather. Among those things, Murdock savs,
are “security [and] staggering evervone’s sched-
ule 50 [us to] not burn out staff.”

Surzelecki savs concerns depend on the day.
“Sometimes it’s security. Other times it’s just a
matter of making sure your team has every-
thing they need to make the day go smoothly
—the right supplies, prizes, bunners, toll [and]
parking money. It’s the little things that can
derail a promotion.”

While little things are important, some Pro-
mogandists say size does matter to some extent
when planning summer promotions.

“If K92 can touch a large number of people,”
Riggi says, “we do spend more energy there.”

Strzelecki agrees. “We try 1o be evenywhere,
as much as it’s possible, but [with] the bigger
events with more people, we definitely put in
more eflort to look good.”

But Vesdall claims equal emphasis. “WMZ()
spends just as much time going to large out-
door venues as we do being in local town
parades and festivals,” she says. “We also spend
a lot of time on the fair circuit.”

Murdock agrees. “Small sueet [or] neigh-
borhood fairs are always cool. They just have a
really nice feel to them.”

With so many outdoor and luge venue events
going on, panelists say thev work tostretch their
budgets in the summer. “Roll-a-banner is a life-
saver,” Suvelecki savs. To stretch her budget, she
15 “notafraid to put client product in our ‘gooxly

bags’ along with our own merchandise.”

Vestfall agrees. “Most of my budget goes toward
outside events in the summer [because] that’s
when most of them occur: So we make sure to
stock up on banner rolls and temporary tattoos.”

At outdoor events, Riggi says, WWKA recy-
clesitems from its Kids Komer area. “It’s an area
full of games. tree face painting, hula hoops,
coloring sheets. We meet so manv moms and
dads this way.”

TOPICAL BAROMETER

TW LW TOPIC
Independence Day
Concerts
Internet/Web site use
Movies

Flyaway trips
Baseball

Sept. 11 memorials
Amusement parks
Summer book promos
Auto racing

gomwomaww—-l
11 |oo\uxo~—-rowl

HOTTEST NEW MOVIES: Scooby-Doo
Minority Report, The Bourne Identity,
Windtalkers, Lilo & Stitch

HOTTEST CONCERTS: Britney Spears,
Dave Matthews Band, Cher,
Ozzfest, Kid Rock

’

BANDWAGON-HOPPING
Perhaps to demonstrate the best wav to get in
the middle of a media event, various counu
stations are looking 10 capitalize on the recent
controversy created when artist Toby Keith was

told he couldn’t perform his single “Courtesy of

the Red, White and Blue (The Angry Ameri-
can)” during an Independence Day special
hosted by Peter Jennings.

While Keith has spun that mini-drama—
prompted by a lyric about wanting to put a boot
up the ass of America’s enemies—into coverage
in USA Today, as well as various TV interviews,
radio stations are following suit in the spin
department. While several stations organized e-
mail campaigns and protests, KBQI (the Big 1)
Albuquerque, N.M., and KTST Oklahoma City
went a step—or a boot—further. The stations
organized a Give Jennings the Boot campaign,
wrging listeners to donate hoots during a broad-
castata local client location. Those boots will be
sent to Jennings’ office in New York.

On the lighter side of fame, WBMX is giving
anew twist to a charity event, helping the com-
munity while making listeners look a little bet-
ter as well. The station is offering a free haircut
to anvone who donates to a local foundation.
The cuts will be provided by stvlist Charles Mak-
sou, and the station has tied in local hot spot
the Rack as the event's location.

Speaking of hot spots, album rock WXTB (98
Rock) Tampa, Fla,, checks in with its Indepen-
dence Day promotion Red, White, and Goo,
which provides a whole new meaning to the
phrase “Founding Fathers.” The station is giv-
ing away prize packs that include fireworks,
beer, and pornographic DVDs.

Want to participate? E-mail Your best promotions to
aking@aiplaymonitor.com.
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WIACHE BEIBIS

Long Time Gone

THE NEW MONUMENT SINGLE

THE FASTEST-MOVING SINGLE IN CHICKS’ HISTORY!

SPINS EXPLODING WITH YOUR P-1’s, 2’sand 3’s NOW
*
FROM THE ALBUM " [H D)5 "

XIN STORES AINND OIN "THE RADIO IIN TIVMIE FOR ¥F.AXX. BOOXXK:







A 20-Year Heritage,
An Ongoing Evoluti

Even before it was a country station, WUSN
(US99) Chicago was a history-making entity as
the second FM station in the country. VP/GM
Steve Ennen says the station, then-owned by
Zenith Broadcasting, debuted as a beautiful mu-
sic station “to demoustrate FM stereo for the
Consumer Electronics Show in Chicago.” The
dial position, 99.5, was one of the original sites
Zenith used to test FM stereo generators.

After being owned by theatre chain General
Cinema and going through several format
changes, the former WEFM was sold to First Me-
dia, run by Dan Mason, which took it counury as
US99in 1982.

In celebrating its 20th anniversary, US89 is not
only a station with a rich history, but it's also a sta-
tion in transition, as those on staff—including
new OM Eric Logan—Ilook toward preparing
WUSN for the next 20 years.

The first country song on the air was Don
Williams’ “Lord I Hope This Day Is Good,” and
many good days have followed for WUSN, which
was part of First Media’s sale to Cook Inlet in
1988. Infinity took control in 1992, and Ennen
says that "was a huge day. When Mel [Karmazin]
buys you, there are no more sales.”

THE EARLY DAYS

Lee Logan, now OM for Saga/Clarksville,
Tenn., was part of a small group of people in-
volved in taking WEFM from an automated
beautiful music/soft AC hybrid to country and
remained on board as PD until 1987. In 1982, he
was working at First Media adult top 40 sister
KFMK Houston, where they put together the
original tapes for US99. He recalls driving those
tapes from Houston to Chicago and getting
caught in a major snowstorm.

Then there was obtaining the call letters. “The
WUSN call sign was assigned to the U.S, Navy,”
Logan says, “and we had to get Department of
Defense approval to assign the calls to us.”

At first, he recalls, WUSN was “pretty much
continuous music.” The station had a no-repeat
guarantee and, because of board-op errors, end-
ed up having to give away the $25,000 prize twice
in the first month. Don and Roma Wade were
the station’s first morning hosts.

WUSN faced a number of initial hurdles, in-
cluding three significant country competitors—
W]JD, WJEZ, and WMAQ. Logan recalls that
WLS held the record in Chicago for most con-
secutive upward Arbitron books. When US99 got
to 12 upward books, it beat that record.

After several competitors changed format,
“the last man standing was WMAQ and our-
selves,” Logan says, “On
one of [WMAQ’s] signifi-
cant anniversaries, they
had a client party with Al-
abama performing. The
Arbitron numbers came
out that day and it was the
first time anyone in the for-
mat had beaten WMAQ.”

When WMAQ switched
to news/talk in 1986, En-
nen says, “we had captured
the country hill. We had
done a pretty good job of
convincing people [that
country] was a music
choice and not a lifestyle.
And we could deliver the
No. 1 exclusive cume in the
city. Over the years, as we
had success in the ratings,
the story became easier to
tell, and the success of the station continued to
grow through the 1990s.”

The station’s biggest success camme, Ennen be-
lieves, when PD ].D. Spangler joined in 1988. En-
nen says Spangler “truly had a passion for coun-

Morning co-host Big Joln
Howell, left, goes belly to belly
with artist Charlie Daniels.

hy Angela King
and Phyllis Stark

try music, and that lives on today in this station.”
Dean McNeil, who was PD from 1993-1997, calls
Spangler “the architect.”

The station’s growth continued with the addi-
tion of consultant Rusty Walker in 1990, as well as
the pairing of Spangler with John “Katman”
Katzbeck and Trish Biondo in mornings. It also
brought the station the designation of Country
Music Assn. (CMA) station of the year in 1993,
and it won the Academy of Country Music’s
(ACM) station of the year trophy in 1997.

Walker, who continues to consult US99, says
several unique factors have contributed to its suc-
cess, including an emphasis on customer service.
“In the giant metropolitan area that it’s in, US99
still thinks of itself as a station for the individual
listeners rather than a station for the masses.
One of the secrets of US99 was that it tried to
have the intimacy of a small-town station in one
of the biggest markets in America.”

The consultant also credits Ennen’s “small-
town values in the big city . . . The management
teams there, as a result of Steve’s leadership, have
more respect for the human dignity of their
three sets of customers—adbvertisers, listeners,
and employees—of any radio station I know.”

Alan Sledge, US99’s PD from 1997-1999, says

there wouldn’t be enough audience.”

When Kix signed off, then-PD Sledge recalls,
“I felt very good about that. It was mission com-
pleted.” The station, he says, came “out of a di-
rectattack by a competitor relatively unscathed.”
Still, Sledge adds, “the earth had been scorched
a litte bit. The biggest victim was a diminished
market share.”

WORST TO ARST

Spangler, who was PD there from 1988-1997,
says US99 started to turn around when Ennen
was upped from sales manager to GM, and Span-
gler went to mornings a year after his arrival.

He recalls one of the first jock meetings after
his arrival at the low-rated station, when he out-
lined a plan of changes the station would imple-
ment and one of the jocks protested, “You're go-
ing to ruin the station.” Spangler remembers
replying, “We’re 16th!” Later, he recalls, “we
stayed in the top five 25-54 for six consecutive
years, which is a hell of a run.”

Spangler, now the owner of AC/oldies hybrid
WMMC Terre Haute, Ind., was known to tell his
personalities something they probably didn’t
want to hear. “I used to say, when I had my jock
meetings, ‘You guys aren’t even DJs; you are mu-
sic enhancers because the music is the star.” "
Still, he says, “the DJs bought in on the plan.”

McNeil, now PD of WQHK (K105) Fort
Wayne, Ind., learned that lesson well from
Spangler. He now tells his airstaff that they are
“music enhancers.”

McNeil arrived at US99 from Savannah, Ga.,
and recalls “record reps saying I was going to be
eaten alive in the big
city.” Instead, he man-
aged to keep Spangler’s
momentum going. “We

working with Ennen helped train him for his cur-
rent job as director of programming operations
for Clear Channel/Phoenix and the company’s
regional director of country programming. “1
would not be able to do the job I'm in today if I
hadn’t gone through US99. Steve taught me how
to fold the programming elements into sales and
do what the business is designed to do, which is
bring customers into our clients’ doors.

“There is a certain conti-
nuity that US99 has with its
listeners and its advertis-
ers,” Sledge continues. “It
has probably single-hand-
edly helped a lot of busi-
nesses survive. I saw a lot of
successes there.”

Walker adds, “Of all the
stations we've worked with,
the one thing that makes
US99 different is that it’s
the one with heart. Every-
thing they do, they do
with heart.”

NEW COMPETITION

WMAQ wasn’t the end of
the competition for US99.
One new country station—
ABC’s WKXK (Kix 94.7)—
signed on in 1996 and in-
stalled Tim & Willy in morings. Butitabandoned
the format 16 months later. Ennen says the prob-
lem for that station was timing. “The move was
four years too late. The halo had gone off coun-
try at that time. It didn’t matter what they did,

had over a million listen-
ers when [ was there,” he
says. “The cool part was
being the big dog in the
country format, the
mostlistened-to country
station in America. We
were like the New York
Yankees of country mu-
sic. [Country] was at its
height then, and this ra-
dio station really, really
serviced the listeners bet-
ter than anyone in the
market at that time.”

McNeil also remem-
bers targeting the suburbs to find country mu-
sic fans. “It's such a large metropolitan city, and
we made an effort to go out in the suburbs and
the towns around there, and that really made a
difference. Metropolitan Chicago was really not
our deal. We had to go outside the market to get
our listeners.”

During his time there, McNeil also recalls that
“the vibe in the building was absolutely awesome.
Everybody liked each other. It was such a close
radio station.”

REMEMBERING THE KATMAN

Nearly all of those who have been through
WUSN’s doors date events to either before Kat-
man died of a brain aneurysm or after. Even
current PD Justin Case, who has been with the
station for three years, knows that Katman was
“the heart and soul of the radio station” from
1989-1994, when he co-hosted mornings with
Spangler and Biondo.

Spangler still gets emotional talking about his
former partner. “We were absolutely at the
height of our success,” he says. The night after a
listener party where Joe Diffie performed, Span-
gler recalls Katman came in late and “looked like
he had been roughed up a little bit, and Trish
and I ribbed him. He did the show and went
home and had the aneurysm when he was tak-
ing a shower.”

Katman, who died a few days later without re-
gaining consciousness, was 29 years old and left
behind a wife and an infant son.

“John was one of those guys who did not know
how talented he was,” McNeil says. "When John
died, a part of that radio station left.”

“John was brilliant at parody songs and just
had a unique way of looking at things,” Span-
gler says, recalling that Katman once cut an al-
bum of parody songs that the station sold. “He
was bright and charismatic. We became great
friends [after spending] five hours together
every morning and doing about 100 appear-
ances together a year.”

Katman’s death, Spangler says, “devastated me
personally. [ was never the same. That probably
was the beginning of
the end for me at US99.
I could never regain the
same enthusiasm. It had
nothing to do with Trish
and [new morning co-
host Ramblin’ Ray
[Stevens], I just missed
him personally. I found
myself having trouble
staying focused.”

From that tragedy,
Biondo says, she
learned about the benevolence of the country
community, as artist Billy Ray Cyrus flew in 10 do
a benefit concert for Katman’s son at the Rose-
mont Horizon, along with Neal McCoy, Rick
Trevino, David Ball, and Mark Collie. The event
attracted between 15,000-18,000 people and
raised more than $250,000.

Case believes that concert made an impression
on Cyrus. “He was playing a show here two years
ago, and he [told me he] still remembers that
concert as very special to him,” Case says, partic-
ularly “the vibe, the spirit, and the fans coming
out to raise money for the Katman’s family.”

ARTIST TIES

The station has always had close ties with
artists. “The size of audience that it has helps get
the attention of artists [who] are savwwy about how
our business works,” Sledge says. “Garth Brooks
was more than willing to pick up the phone and
call Steve Ennen or me regarding certain proj-
ects he was involved in.”

MD Biondo, a 16-year station vet, says US99’s
close ties with artists are “the backbone of our sta-
tion. It’s about country music. If you have great
relationships with country artists in Nashville,
you're ahead of the game.”

One of her fondest memories is going to the
home of Alabama’s Randy Owen to hear some
new music. She feels a particular affinity with
Owen, because of the station’s record-break-
ing work raising money for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

KATZBECK

During the hoom years of country,
WUSN staged its largest line dancing
promotion during halftime at a
Chicago Bulls game.

Artist Jessica Andrews recalls a station stop at
US99 with fondness. “I [was] visiting US99 when
my single ‘Who I Am’ was out. I was on their
morning show when they asked me to take a few
calls from listeners. Unbeknownst to me, they
had called my grandmother Patsy in Tennessee.
I recognized her voice immediately. I was speech-
less. I remember they asked her if she minded
the song saying ‘Rosemary’s granddaughter.” She
replied that if the song was a big enough hit, she
might change her name to Rosemary.”

Blake Shelton also has a good, and lucrative,
relationship with WUSN. Shelton says, “I did a
special promotion with US99 to give away a Ford

Escape. I was overwhelmed with how well the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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20tho ANNIVERSARY

. Chicago's COm;try

19 Years Later, And The Passion Lingers On

WUSN VP/GM Steve Ennen has been with the station for 19 of its 20 years, the past 12
as GM. In that ime, he has eamed a reputation as one of the most savwy and hands-on GMs
in the business. That's no accident, as nothing escapes this former Marine’s attention.

Ennen, who started in radio as a DJ, likes to be involved on the
music side of his industry, because “I've always had a passion for
the music and the audience.” While he isn’t involved in day-to-
day music decisions, he seeks out opportunities to spend “time
with new artists when they come through. If they are going to be
here in the evening, I'll stay.”

Ennen also stays in touch with the music business as a board
member of the Country Music Assn. “Through the CMA, I can
see a perspective of the industry and what [other country sta-
tions] are going through.”

While he keeps tabs on other counurvstations around the U S.,
Ennen enjoys having the only one in his market. Of course, that
wasn’t always the case, Recalling the station’s last direct competitor, Ennen says, “In 1996,
we had what we call ‘the Disney experiment.’ They put WKXK (Kix 94.7) on the air,
brought m Tim & Willy [for mornings], and spent millions on TV. They never did bet-
ter than a 1.9 share.” That station lasted 16 months, and Ennen credits the work of then-
FD Alan Sledge and the surength of WUSN's brand. “Luckily, we didn’t have a ton of lis-
teners who were unhappy with us at the time.”

WUSN continues to be among the top billing stations in the country, which Ennen
looks at as a highlight of his tenure. He says, “The year before last, we beat WGN for
No. 1 billing in Chicago.”

Other highlights for him include being part of “the whole renaissance of country mu-
sic.” The mid-"90s boom years, he says, were “a great moment in time. It was a fun time
in counturvand a fun time for US99.” And Ennen is looking forward to being part of the
next countuy boom at WUSN as well.

From A Student To The Principal

Years before joining WUSN, PD Justin Case was a student of the station. “I knew about
L §99 ==ore I came to Chicago,” he says. “When [ was doing country music for the first
ime in 1990 at WPKX Springfield. Mass., I used to have an ongoing conversation with
[US99 MD] Trish Biondo to see what they were doing at US99.
They were clearly the most successful radio station [in the for-
mat], and I wanted to find out what made them successfiil.”

When the opportunity came for him to program US99, Case
says, “it was like I already knew the radio station and the people.
I know the history of the radio station, because I studied it. To be
here is like a reunion.”

Case says he is constantly learning more about what US99 means
to people. “If you [are] in Nashville for [Counuy Radio Seminar],
you always hear the artists talk about US99 in Chicago and how
important the station was in their careers. That has a lot to do with
the atmosphere the station has created. It’s very welcoming.”

Part of what makes USY9 special, he says, is “the charity work the station does.” That
work inch.des raising more than $1 million for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
three years zgo, $1.2 million the next year, and nearly $1 million right after last Sep-
lember 5 t2rrorist attacks.

“The ties to the Chicago community, that’s what’s really impressive with this radio sta-
don.” Csc says. “It's litle things, like when a Boy Scout was selling candy in front of a gro-

ery stoge 0 help [his troop] go to camp and he was robbed, we jumped in and raised
he merey”

And Cas sees this 20th anniversary as a jumping-off point “to chart a course for the
ext 20 years. Part of it has to do with updating the logo, the imaging, and creating a

esher 1antty for USY9,” Case says. “The other part is creating an opportunity for artists
a1 d recard companies to make noise in Chicago. We need to be vervvisible if Chicago
s 3oing 1o ccntinue to be a healthy sales market for Nashville.”

Casez.sc- thinks the addition of OM Eric Logan is an exciting prospect. “This is going to

€ good for the radio station and good for country music, too. I'm happy to be here.”

WUSN LOGOS

THROUGH THE YEARS

e

3 LIS*99..

» ;The Peopie In The Powerhouse |

Angeta King

Unwirapping An Early Xmas Gift

Infinity country-format captain Eric Logan is in a state of “nervous excitement” about
adding on OM responsibilities for WUSN. “I can't believe I'm doing this. I'm excited
beyond words, and I feel like a kid on Christmas morning,” he says. That’s because “the
inclustry looks at US99 as a barometer for the health of the for-
mat. US99 has been a leader in the industry.”

Important enough, in fact, that Logan will leave a job he loves—
his OM position at WQYK-AM-I'M/WYUU Tampa. Fla., where he
has been for the past four years (Country Ainplay Monitor, June 21)
“The situation I'm walking into is not all that different fro
WOQYK,” he says. “Four years ago, it was a very mature station. The
goal at the time was to expand the categorv and grow value be-
vond the music through personalities and promotions. The job at
US99 is not that different.”

It also helps that Logan has worked with the station as Infini-
ty’s format captain. “It’s a company move, [so] I'm familiar with
the radio station. [PD] Justin [Case] andl I have been working very closely in the last few
years. I'm not walking in ignorant of the situation.”

In fac, he says he's very cognizant of the need 1o “build without destroving the brand of
USY9. We've got a great brand, a strong stage. [VP/GM] Steve Ennen and Justin Case have
a great radio station. We're going to find ways 10 grow it. We want to innovate for the next
20 years. We want to make it a radio station the inclustry can look at as a shining example.”

A Love Forr Country, On-Air And Onscreen

WUSN MD/morning co-host and 16-year station vet Trish Biondo considers herself first
and foremost “a Chicago girl,” and she believes fans see her that way as well. “Listeners are
going to see me at my nephew's Little League games or at career day at the high school,” she
says. “They love that their hometown girl is doing what she loves.”

Biondo started working in the station’s research department
while in college and worked her way up to moring duties 12 vears
ago. At one point, she was the assistant MD, promotion director,
research director, and moring co-host—the only on-air shift she
has ever done, besides running weekend countdown shows.

“Being on-air wasn’t anything I was pursuing,” she says. “I real-
ly wanted to be MD. That was my goal, that was the part I enjoyed.
I never wanted to leave Chicago. It's where my home and my fam-
ily is. That dictates my career more than a job in radio does.”

Luckily, Biondo never had to make a move for her career, but
she has seen many others come through the station, including
“three GMs and six PDs.” She has also worked with numerous morning hosts. “].D.
[Spangler], Ramblin’ Ray, Guitar Gavin, and John Howell. It’s like having a new hus-
band—let’s figure each other out, what makes them mad, what makes them happy.”

Biondo has also had to adjust to new programmers and their style when it comes to
music decisions. “Everybody does things a little bit differently,” she says. “They handle
music lists differently, [as well as] relationships with Nashville and the artists. That part
is hard to get used to.”

Even with those transitions, the hardest thing for Biondo to overcome during her tenure
was the 1994 death of John “Katman” Katzbeck, who co-hosted mornings with Biondo
and Spangler. “You feel like you've lost a brother,” she says. “He was very inspiring to work
with. Then you have to go on the air and tell your listeners. I couldn’t break down, be-
cause (].D.] did. We needed someone to be the steady hand. But off the air? Oh, yeah.”

That tragedy also reinforced for Biondo the “power of radio. To this day, people still
come up to say they are sorry about what happened to him. And all these artists wanted
to come in and do a benefit concert for his son.”

Biondo’s many career highlights have included the opportunity to be an extra in
George Strait’s film debut Pure Country, where she sat next to his love interest while he
sang to her. She says that “it was fun to see the behind-the-scenes stuff and come back
and tell the listeners about it.”

But it’s not the glamour that motivates Biondo. “I want us to continue to be a power-
house in Chicago,” she says. “I grew up [here], I love country music, and I want Chica-
go to have a great country music station.”

Chicagos HOT NEW Country

Ch-lcago’s Jc"oil;m'y
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the history of this nation, s of our population have been more
pyal and patriotic to America than the country music fan. They fought and died
in our wars and raised their children to respect our flag and our nation.

As we approach this Fourth of July we must remember that this is not just
another Independence Day. America is at war with the most cruel and danger-
ous enemy we have ever faced. If we are to survive, we must be constantly
reminded of what we are fighting for - God, family, country, the amber waves of
grain, the land of the free and the home of the brave.

These are not just words, cliches nor political rhetoric. They represent the
spirit of the United States of America. With this in mind, we send you our
simple and heartfelt version of our national anthem in hopes of reminding
America that UNITED WE STAND.

God Bless America,

M

Charlie Daniels

June 19, 2002

PS. Congratulations to WUSN The Charlie Daniels Band
for 30 years of playing great Country music “The Star Spangled Banner”
and a big Chicago welcome to Eric Logan! (lnstrumental) 1:49

On your desk now...

From The Charlie Daniels Band new GD
“Redneck Fiddlin’ Man”

AUYUDIIM In stores July 23, 2002

records
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The incredible follow-up to the Top 5 hit “T Should Be Slesping "
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BROOKS & DUNN

WUSN CHIGAGO'S
MOST-PLAYED SONGS

Based on cumulative detections between 1992 and 2002

A 20-Year Heritage, An Ongoing Evolution

Continued from page 7

promotion was put together and the gigantic
turnout of the event. After the event, Chicago be-
came my No. 1 selling market.”

Andy Griggs remembers a particular grudge
match between himself and Collin Raye that the
station got in the middle of. “During a tour to-
gether last year, we got into several heated de-
bates about which of us and our bands had the
better football team . . . After many lighthearted
threats, the gang decided to have a showdown in
Chicago while stopping to do a concert. US99
got wind of the game and offered to not only
find a place for us 1o play but [also] decided to
make an event out of it.”

Of course, artists will be involved in the sta-
tion's 20th anniversary Birthday Bash, scheduled
for July 18, featuring Cyndi Thomson, Emerson
Drive, Ronnie Milsap, and Travis Tritt.

PROMOTIONAL VALUE

Like the artists, US99 has close bonds with its
listeners as well, thanks to an endless slate of
events and appearances. During the country hey-
day, WUSN had its own TV video show, as well as
its own country magazine. And the street cam-
paign was always the centerpiece for everything
the station did. Case tips his hat to Spangler for
instilling that value. “|.D. used to have parties
every week. He was the most visible person in
Chicago during those years, and he earned it
one handshake ata time. He would go where the
crowd was and hand out prizes. You couldn’t go
very far without bumping into the US99 crew.”

Lee Logan says, “The one thing US99 did
right from the very beginning is that the station
was always involved in all of the major festivals
in town.”

Biondo says WUSN was “one of the first” to in-
stall a “singles line” dating software program for
listeners. “That was a big thing when it came on
the radio station. Steve Ennen really believed in
it We go out to events now and are meeting peo-
ple who met [because of the service]. They give
you their wedding announcements, send pic-
tures of the kids. It makes you say, ‘Wow, it has
been around thatlong.’ "

Of course, not every promotion was a success.
Sledge recalls a car giveaway that was the first big
event for the station’s then new marketing di-
rector Steve Lee (now at KZLA Los Angeles).
The station had given away 199 keys, including
one that would start the car. Keyholders lined up
under the watchful glare of TV cameras and,
much to Sledge and Lee’s horror, the first key
started the car.

MD Trish Biondo, seated in center, won
a chance to be an extra in the movie
"Pure Country” with George Strait,

seated on the left.

A NEW HOME

After 20 years in the landmark Hancock
Building, the second-tallest structure in down-
town Chicago, US99 recently moved to a new
location at Two Prudential Plaza. The staff—in-
cluding current air personalities Mike Myers,
Big John Howell, Guitar Gavin Todd, Biondo,
Bill Garcia, Audra Evans, Ray Stevens, and Amy
Davis—is now gearing up for 20 more years. En-
nen says, “We had a 20-year lease and had to
move anyhow, so we thought, ‘Why don’t we
put as many of our stations together as possi-
ble?’ It’s a great opportunity for US99 to get

new studios and equipment and retool for the
next 20 years.”

Biondo agrees. “This is the first time we've
moved. The Prudential Building is very corpo-
rate; everything’s very clean. We have to develop
a whole new homey history here. We do have a
window now, so that'’s new.”

Lee Logan recalls that, in the early days, many
people found it strange that the station was on
the Hancock Building’s 13th floor, since many
buildings don’t even have a 13th floor.

.1,#m
¢ \ d
v Al
WUSN VP/GM Steve Ennen, right,
presents Garth Brooks with haby hoots

for his newborn daughter Taylor. The
hoots have a US99 inlay.
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Another unique feature at the time, Logan
adds, is that the reception area was lead-lined
at the insistence of former GM Drew Horowitz,
who got nervous after a shotgun-wielding man
came to the station threatening to kill contro-
versial morning man Gary Dee, who was known
for stunts like threatening to blow up the
Cabrini Green housing project and, according
to Logan, “was a proponent of vigilante justice.

“Eventually we installed dump buttons all
around the control room,” Logan continues,
“and whenever Gary would get carried away, any
of us could cut him off.”

When First Media bought the station from
General Cinema, the new owners decided there
was more space than they needed, so to save
money, they cut the office down to about a quar-
ter of its previous size by having carpenters show
up one day and wall off a portion of it, according
to Logan. That left the staff without a conference
room, so GM Chuck Artigue pulled an aban-
doned door into a tiny room, added 10 chairs,
and used the door as a conference table.

Perhaps because US99 was known for pul-
ling stunts like hosting a listener wedding on
the Hancock Building’s observation deck, the
station’s relationship with building manage-
ment was a little rocky at first. Logan recalls
that jocks would bribe guards with food and
sneak into the building’s pool, which was re-
served for residents.

“It was a constant battle with the loading
dock,” Logan recalls. To get a vehicle out, ten-
ants were required to send down a notice of
when the vehicle would be leaving and re-
turning and what would be loaded into it. This
was more than a little inconvenient for a sta-
tion van that made frequent trips into the
community to distribute merchandise. “We
would argue with the guard as we tried to load
up the van,” Logan says. They finally hatched a
plan where one staffer would be dispatched to
argue with the guard while the others loaded
the van and left.

FOND MEMORIES

“Being the PD of US99 was like being the
coach of the Lakers or the Yankees,” McNeil says.
“I was the king of the world.”

“It was the best job I ever had,” Spangler says.
“The camaraderie with the people was outstand-
ing. I [was] living a dream, which was always to
work in Chicago.”

“To be able to work in Chicago for a station
like US99 was a dream come true for me,” Sledge
agrees. “I think everyone there felt very proud of
the heritage that the station had and the cer-
tainty that, through good times and bad times,
this would be Chicago’s country station.”
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