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tory — the upper
reaches of the Billboard Hot 100.
The band’s new track, "Maps,
soars in as the chart's top debut at
No. 14. The driving song — co-
written by OneRepublic’'s Ryan
Tedder and others — is the first
single from the group's forthcom-
ing fitth studio album, V (Sept. 2).
The track also enters Digital Songs
at No. 6 with 138,000 first-week
downloads sold, according to
Nielsen SoundScan, and Radio
Songs at No. 32 with 40 million
impressions, according to Nielsen
BDS. Highlighting its launch at
radio, it bows on Adult Top 40

at No. 16 with 1,000 first-week

chart, “Maps” blasts in at No. 1,
ranking as the most-shared title on

Twitter in the week ending June 22.

Meanwhile, Canadian pop-
reggae quartet Magic bullets for a
second week at its No. 3 Hot 100
high point and takes over atop
Digital Songs (2-1) with its sunny
debut hit, "Rude,” which gains
by 1 percent to 210,000 sold. The
song also leaps 9-4 on Streaming
Songs, up by 15 percent to 6.8 mil-
llon streams, and 8-5 on Radio
Songs (108 million in audience,
up 22 percent). The track previews
the band's debut album, Don’t Kill
the Magic, due July 1.

—Gary Trust
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Billboard Hot 100

KONGOS
Come With
Me Now

From left: Kongos
brothers Dylan, Daniel,
Jlgssa and Johnny

Josse Kongos: It gratilying
1 it 1.5 | }

Johnny Kongos: Ve uncdarest|

successes growing up inspire you?

You released "Come With Me Now" two years ago, and
it's still growing and growing. What has that been like?

Dylan Kongos:

| i i FEs 1 i | F ST il

Do you think your song will start a new accordion trend?

Daniel Kongos: |lau T

I Jesse Rongos: ACcordion
Johnny Kongos:

You're all brothers, and your father was South African & whia i
singer-songwriter John Kongos. Did seeing his past han: but thete o W

LIL WAYNE
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Belleve Me
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AN INSPIRATION

A LASTING TREASURE

IT IS WITH SADNESS MARTIN BANDIER AND EVERYONE AT
SONY /ATV MUSIC PUBLISHING MOURN THE PASSING OF A

TRUE LYRICAL GENIUS, GERRY GOFFIN.
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YOUR SONGS WILL LIVE ON FOREVER
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‘SOMEONE NEEDS TO PUT

>

THESE CHEATERS IN CHECK"

A UNIVISION RADIO EXECUTIVE MANIPULATED NIELSEN'S RATINGS
DEVICES, UPENDING THE LUCRATIVE LOS ANGELES MARKET. THE DAMAGE
CONTROLIS IN FULL SWING, AND RIVALS ARE CIRCLING

The West Coast radio world was
rocked in mid-June by revelations
that a Univision executive had
manipulated the ratings to boost a
Spanish-language talk show. The
scandal, which cost the employee
his job, rattled confidence 1n the
Nielsen system. The company has
been scrambling to reassure net-
works and advertisers alike of the
security of its system ever since.
A Nielsen representative con-
firmed that the company, which
dominates the domestic U.S. ratings
industry, has held conversations

ILLUSTRATION BY MATT DORFMAN

BY JUSTINO AGUILA

with concerned clients. “Nielsen is
committed to upholding the highest
standards of data integrity in our
panels, and we are working closely
with the Audio Advisory Council,
the Media Rating Council
and the radio industry to
minimize the risk of reoc-
currence, the rep said in
a statement to Billboard.
"Additionally, Nielsen will

be launching an education Nielsen o)

and awareness campaign

try to remind them of
current guidelines.”

Nielsen also is taking steps to
adjust the si1ze of the audience
samples it uses — increasing them
by 12 percent cumulatively across all
markets in which they use in-home

devices, called Portable People
Meters (PPMs), to measure ratings.

The question now discussed 1n
the broadcast world: Is that damage
control enough?

“This has to somewhat
reflect negatively on the
radio industry,  says
Michael Gould, president
of Eastlan Ratings, a
competitor to Nielsen that
provides radio audience

radvsaEiie - measurement data col-
with the broadcast indus- SR

ol - lected from phone surveys

and e-diaries with over
450 subscribing radio stations in
more than 9o markets in the United
States. The Los Angeles scandal, he
adds, could influence ad buyers "to
go in a different direction altogether,
such as cable or the Internet.”

[

—

THE OVER UNDER

Michelle Williams' new sinale
"Say Yes,” featuring Beyonce and
Kelly Kowland, jumps to No. 1 on

= 31 I:_IJ-..l:_'.:.i.:II:_- :':'.;'||'||_';-:II thanks to the

video s premiere on June 18

A tour-page draft of the lvrics
or Bob Dylan's classic "Like 3
Hollina Stone” was sold June 24 for

%2 million at 5otheby's, a world

. record 1or a pop-music manuscript
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(Gould acknowledges that since
acquiring Arbitron in 2013, Nielsen's
grip on the market is tight, and that
he and other rivals are like David
going up against Goliath.)

The scandal started when
Univision Communications’
KSCA-FM (101.9) suddenly shot
to the top of the Spanish-language
radio ratings in Los Angeles in
April, vaulting over competitors it
typically lags behind. A subsequent
probe showed that a KSCA execu-
tive, who had access to Nielsen's
PPM devices, had manipulated

them to boost the station's showing.

As a result, Nielsen postponed the
release of its May numbers while
it recalculated both April and May.
The financial stakes are high; the
Los Angeles market, the nation's
second-largest, involves millions of
dollars in ad revenue.

“The sample is just too small,”
says Bill Tanner, a radio consultant.
“Anytime one family can have such
a big eftect on the total market
share, it speaks poorly for a com-
pany doing the ratings.”

“This has to
somewhat reflect
negatively on the
radio industry.”

~Michael Gould, Fastlan Ratings

Adds Hispanic marketing and
media analyst Adam R. Jacobson:
“This is completely irresponsible.
There are a lot of questions around
the Univision employee’s motives,”
adding that he praised Univision
president Jose Valle for swiftly
terminating the culprit.

“A radio station employee being
related to a Nielsen participant
seriously undermines the industry
and is unacceptable,” said Valle in a
statement, adding that the network
is cooperating with Nielsen. (The
fired executive has not been publicly
identified.)

The full impact of the scandal
may not be known for some time.
But it has taken a toll in the short
run. “It’s an injustice,” says one
well-known L.A. radio personality,
who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity. “Someone really needs to put
these cheaters in check.” ©
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A DIY Music Festival

BY WINSTON ROSS

The next great rock band could
be discovered by you.

That's the central appeal of
a soon-to-be-released video
game for PlayStation Vita called
BigFest, the brainchild of Sony
Entertainment and the creation
of U.K.-based On the Metal. The
tree game allows music lovers
to build their own festival from
scratch, starting with a tiny stage
in an empty field and growing
intoa DIY Coachella.

The coolest element of the
game, developer Steve Oldacre

tells Billboard, is that it could

put the next obscure band

on the map. That's because
players can tap into a massive
database of unsigned artists
through Jamendo, a free music
website that's partnering with
sony to provide the content. As
players create their own festivals
by building stages, designing
posters and adding speakers,
they also naturally get to choose
the lineup. And because it's all
social, the community of BigFest
players will be able to visit

SigFest, a new video game Irom
Sony and On the Metal, allows music

fans o bulld therr own festivals [rom
scralch — and, polantially, prapal

hands lo popularnty

each other’s festivals, either as
competitors or collaborators.

Theonly thing like it s the
Facebook game Music Festivals,
says Oldacre.

On the Metal's 16 employees
all love music, says Oldacre, but
it wasn 't easy designing an entire
game that would keep players
entertained. The biggest draw:

ILLUSTRATION BY KATHERINE RINESTREETER
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