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Dancing

FREE LESSONS

AURORA ARRIAZA

Spanish Dancing
Studio

Has Removed to

1721 BROADWAY --- NEW
Botweon 54th and 53th Stroets,
Tel.. Columbus 2384,

[BUCK DANCING

taught by mail

Complete course, clearly tllustrating cvery
slep, easy to learn, widely approved by stars.
Send for this rapid and easy method today.
$3.00; formerly sold for $10.00.

STAGE DANCING
taught
America’s gupreme Authority

JACK BLUE

231-233 W. 51st N.Y.C.

YORK
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Ponchea: Player Piano Effeets, Ear Playing,
Negm Harmony, Chimes, Bluns Sweet Haormony
1iffects. Snoppy Chord Cnmhlnallnm ote. 15
Ensy Lesjons, written 20 that you can under-

mmd them.  Write
PIANO BiILL, Torente, Third District. Ont.

SENSATIONAL
ACROBATIC
STAGE
DANCING

Al Btyles of Dano-
ing taught for
8tage or Bocial
Affairs.

Phone
¥¢ Circle 1467
STRETCHING & LIMBERING EXERCISES,

lllu.vlmleﬂ' Book, 5125, Cash or M. 0.

IN DRUMMING n“
gt

?In“y’h B;;.nl -nnhl

Pructical urse for
ginners, written by ﬂ;im ot
Am
mer

MICHAEL
SCHOOL OF ACROBATICS

143-145 West 43d Stract, NEW YORK.
Phene, Brynn 8945,

CREO
SENSATIONAL

STAGE DANCING

!?0 W. 48th Street, New York. Ptyant 5156

STAGE DANCING

TAUGHT BY

WALTER BAKER

(New York’s Leading Dancing Master.)
TEACHER OF BROADWAY CELESRITIES.
1858 Broadway, NEW YORK CITY. Circle 8280.

INDIANAPOLIS

Offers You Professional instruction in Ballet-Step
Dancing and Dramatic Art.
Louis STﬂcK MAN OANCE STUDIO,
37 West I6th Street.

JOE DANIELS
SCHOOL OF ACROBATICS & STAGE DANCING

m ® foremost

d for freo catal
dnnslpllvu Worin
ar

‘.lc.

and
matter coverln;
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World’s famous I.nd\vlg Trnp Drum
Outfits, complote, $32.50 and up

LUDWIG & LUDWIG

1631 N. Li 1 y Ched y 111,

WHEN DAD WAS A BOY™, words und music, uml
loll piges of snappy Sketches, Mnn logs, Rendings,
Cartoons. _ Postpaid, 50 cents, They're golng [fast
“*SBMILING ROUI\']) 6727 Chamberlain Ave., Uni-
versity City, Mo.

“SECRETS”
For Brass Players

"Inslde Information’” in “Lip Sei-
enece” by a World's Falnous Sololst.

Fully explains and instructs _with
full-page ulnstrntluns in an ‘"Easy"
understandable way:

How To Play the High Notes With-
out ¥ffort, Form of the Lips, Changing
the Pitch’ and other invaluable expert
adrice.

Book form. Price, $3.00, Postpaid.

W. E. HITCHCOCK, Depl. §

Lessons, $1.00. Stay as long as you Jike. .1650 Warren Avenue, HI AGO, ILL.
Bry. 6542. 1544 ©'dway, N. Y. Reohearsal Hall.
A A Rhinestones

anoln,

Perzonal fmtrucuon Moderate Fees.
Coaching for Professionals.
Exercises, Technique, Routine.

JAC MAC’S
SCHOOL _OF ACROBATICS

223-225 Wclt lG!h Streef NEW YORK,
hene, cmokrr[nn 1770.

of extraordinary brilliancy. 50 cents per
gross and up, ln:ludzng settings.
Machine for secting $7.50,
model  $12.50.
Also a new and extensive line of
Imported Jeweled Trimmings,
SAMPLES ON REQUEST

Improved

Course Acrobatie Dancing,
Buck and sz Bar ood k
1T W. 54th ST., NEW YORK CITY

HERMANN & DEMUTH

School of Acrobatics
1658 Broadway, Fhone,
New York. Clrale 10319.

HELENE VEOLA

ARTISTIC ACROBATIC DANCING

Ballet, I.lmberlnl Stretching.
I72lk Broadway., N. Y., Phooe, columlnu 2384,

2=rar s
142 West 44th Stx‘eet,m

New York City
The House of Theatrical Novelties

MUSIC P

ENGRAVERS AND
PRINT ANYTHING IN MUSIC

ESTABLISHED 1876

THE-OT.TO
CINCINNATI,

ESTIMATES GLADLY FURNISH

ZIMMERM AN &334 cone

B800KING MANAGERS NOT ONLY READ. BUT

“THE PERFORMER”

it is the ofMclal erzgan of the Variety
Al;(llllal Federation and all other Varlety organi-
rzatlon

DEALS WITH VARIETY ONLY AND READ BY

RINTERS

LITHOGRAPHERS
ANY PROCESS

REFERENCES, AN Y PUBLISHER

EVERYONE coNNEcTED WITH BRITISH

How To Write and Make a

A book written by a succeulul musio compaser
now.

and publisher and covers in dsull Just  what th
Band and

bitlous d mﬁpﬁ odR o M r Ineludeg Il'nbnalk h:f“i‘& lﬂ:.:il iz 5 Ordalc,-t;. [g-den T':irl!ﬂ PP".
Recowd an AN 0. anufasturera. bea o market. On post.
paid.  Mon it 'book i3 not as claimed. Send _for information n ° Quarter Pa:

Toll Them What Yw H-vo To 8all Through an
Ad in Our Columns.
ADVERTISING RATES:
Whale Page ..

Success Publishing Music

THE UNION MUSIc CO., Cinsinnatl, Ohle,

ACCORDIONS
\ The Best Made Accordion

in the Werld
Send 25 centa for lilue-
W trated catalog and prices,

UGUSTO 10RIO & SONS
587 Konmare 8t.., New York.

Narrow Column, ser inch..

The PERFORMER Is filed l! lll THE EILI.
BOARD Offices in
HEVADCOFFIOE 18, Charlng Crnu R.nd Lendon,

SCOTTISH OFFICE: 141 Bath St.,

JUST OUT, COMIC SONG, ENTITLED

“Yillage School Mom”’

Postpaid, 35e.  Published by D. W, NI-‘.ARBOF Oost-
burg. Wls. Professionals ask for Free Cop:

Giastow.

It you ses it In The Billboard, tell them so; It

SAY ‘I SAW IT IN THE BILLBOARD.” helps us.

A WONDERFUL COMBINATION!

These two great Waltzes coupled togethet in one orchesteation, containing also
the complete songs, all for 35¢c.

“IF YOU GIVE YOUR

KISSES

TO SOMEBODY ELSE”

“YOU'RE A WONDERFUL PAL TO ME”

BE SURE YOU HAVE THESE FOX-TROT HITS—"YOU ARE JUST A
VISION”, “DREAMTOWN?", “HER HAVE WENT"”—35¢ EACH, 3 FOR $1.00.

h SEND FOR LIST OF LATE HITS.

Riotous Comedy Hit for 1926

MASCULINE WOMEN! FEMININE MEN!

Which Is the Rooster? Which iIs the Hen?

““The Farmer Took Another Load Away! Hay! Hay!”

Comedy Fex-Trot
COMEDY BOOKLET

[JUST OUT? “FARMER GRAY” &ty 5oseit |
“WAIT TILL TOMORROW NIGHT”

Comody Fex-Tret

“THE KING ISN'T KING ANYMORE”

Comedy Fox-Trot

“M ON MY WAY TO DREAMLAND”

Fox-Trot Baltad
ORCH. 35c EACH, 3 FOR $1.00

CLARKE & LESLIE SONGS, Inc., 1595 Broadw, N York City

CHAS. E. ROAT MUSIG CO., Baftle Creek Micnigaﬂi
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PIERCE-ARROW BUS
FOR SALE

Capacity 16 passengers—8 fall-size trdnks. Four
months old.  Pexfect condition. Chauffeur driven.
Original cost $11,000.06. MUSIC CORPORATION
OF AMERICA, 159 No. State St., Chicago, I

“TENLESSONS  PIANO
- €Z Confrey s}
“Latest Work

For Pupv . Teachers. Stnﬁem: and Pianistt of ¢ e3.Modern
Sohool. Hot - off the press: ZEZ CONFREY. compoier of |
"KITTEN ON THE . KEYS™ ““DIZZY . FINGERS'. _ett.

- has | given -you, |s‘ ficarest book

Price. $2:50" Ner (in Canada $2. 75 Nu)

" JACK MILLS, INC

‘ack"Mills Bidg.,
148-50 W. 46th Street; NEW YORK ciTY

!
E

Movie --- Vaudeville --- Dance

IN THE
GARDEN OF TOMORROW

A Popular Favorite Among Artists----Geowing Every Day !

IF YOU WERE THE ONLY GIRL

A Song Suitable for Any Type of Act, Single' or Double

THESE SONGS FIT IN ANY PROFESSIONAL COPIES AND CEET AR datt @
ACT AND MAKE BIG ACTS ORCHESTRATIONS SENT UPON
BIGGER REQUEST
1 like “Roses of Picardy”
and “The World Is Waiting for the Sunrise” ' 4
These numbers aee successfully featused i W
by Leading Acts >

CHAPPELL-HARM THE HOUSE 41 EAST 34TH ST. Your opinion of any given make of instrument is important,_

S, INC.GF B AL LADS NEW YORK CITY What others think is important also, because their opinions

strengthen or weaken your confidence in your own judgment.

Paul Whiteman,theacknowledged top-notchers and thew know that
leader of symphonic jazz, puts his Bueschers will help them to “get
opinion to practice in the almost there.” Is not this evidence con-

Vlctor Arden’s Masterpiece ik et N Budechor vincing?

. True-Tones in his famous
concert band. He uses and
endorses Buescher Instru-
e bea.mse L5 v, Tone Instrument for six

they give him the best re- days’ trial? Will you test

su[tf:. Dt(;l‘.lo‘.l sctl:and fotr,c]uf' YO yourself at our risk? Sure-
; SR R lremen e T ly this is fair=—liberal. Easy
. . against, does not Paul T e
: T ) g
Whmeman’s international q’. e e , arranged.Come! Follow
L]

success with Bueschers, the leader’s example. Give

And now in fairness to
yourself will you letussend
you any Buescher True-

! = R e e hat hi e
ot beanniul Rl evzr en. , Gréau for smgmg :wonderful ‘for dumb: and» ?ugEESt tha.t el ¢ his This beautiful book your natural abxllty theex-
acrabatic  act Prof;;_uon.nl free Stides  sent - to Organists upon.« rlquu( judgment is correct? s e comElarc '

Votal or:ht:naubn; ‘ready - in :nll keys. Dance. orchestration” by W. C. POLLA. lglistovyo-f o tra advantage that _"Vll[ put
35¢c each. B"“" arrangement - 35¢ . veach . : Lookaround you!See what phonc,andteilswhy You over- Clip and mail

=,

e

a large majority of promi- the Bucscherisso the coupon below for free

TRI ANGLE MU IC PUB CO. lNC nent orchestras and music- oo romanionin, catalog of instruments of
- : ! ¢ 3

ians are using Buescher firstlessonchartand your choice, and details of
F 1658 BROADWAY - - NEW YORK CITY Truc-Tone Instruments=— x;:i;“;f::’::g trial and paymentplans.No ,/
: because they want to be have this fine book. obligation, do this today.

mﬂ RISH REPUB“ ggsgggg AT SO ek ] BUESCHER BAND INSTRUMENT CO.
RITTEN S?ou.ﬁ; nﬁu’?\%’{:ﬁsmfmﬂm aaress CHAS. F nmg_ E¢tvyihinglin Band alid Oeieaiia/ingirigrcp:s B
§0N?’ &nd gu zs cfsNTS POSTPAID GEB, 453 Elmira 8t Willlamsport, Pa. 1280 Buescher Block Elkhart, Indiana

EDAR ST
RANFOQD COhN -ESTABLISHED (888

WA%I’ED—R{I'EDICI"NESI P!-[:R.F‘G‘)RMLB%, 'é\:anin Y &Imt
can gnge for week, Skigle Woman, do Snecialtios,
Q/ANTED_Ror Medleine Show, Black-Face Come- | Swork in acis.  Trafet ono wio hué had a iltiio mind-

nn.  Put on and do cnmmly in actl. Change Spe- |reading cxperfence. Versatile Comoedinn whn can make

Easy t‘o 5%

Genml Delhery ‘Windsor, ontsri

ialtics for ten diys. Write or wiro quick. Salary, | the acts go. State if yau play Plano, Work Imlanm UESCHER BND ST UMEN'I‘OO
3;'“! amt R. 1. EDDIR BI(EN\AN Z\lamger E. G of winter sln Cumdu no{ far from Dotroit. Htats low: B IN R
Gnssusay Med. Co., Novice, Texas. salary; it's always ready for you. DR. H. C. BraCH. a’z t S 1280 Buescher Block, Eikhart, Ind.

me in any way plcase send
ture. I i in thei

l me your frec |

CO up o "~f g

AT LIBERTY |JOHN R. VAN ARNAM'S
BAFIINNII'S VENETIAN ORCHESTRAS| MINSTRELS

Saxophone 1 Cornetl Trumpet 00 Trombone O Tobs O

Bt o o e | O e B g R o o R T T
Slchrations,  Addregs ROMEO DI BAFUNNO. 4015 ais rbiey Yor= Satley 0L Siuwon rice plaintyg Ramen Adorers U S
; Vianebaga Bt., St Louls, Missourd. Y , ton Bosad Syracuse, N. Y. =5 in Margin Below
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“1776”

“1776”

“1 776”

//

Announces the Giant of All

WORLD AMUSEMENT SERVICE ASSOCIATION

Thearle-Duffield Fireworks Spectacles

N\

“1776”

N

N

K177

A Stupendous Patriotic Spectacular Production

%

Commemorating

Thrilling in Glorious Episodes

Inspiring in Tremendous Climaxes
THE GREATEST BOX OFFICE ATTRACTION EVER CONCEIVED

On Exhibition at the February Meeting of the International Association of Fairs and Expositions

150 YEARS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE

Magnificent in Scenic Splendor

«OLL,

/

“1776”

TR

“1776”

= 43 l 776”

AN

OPPORTUNITY

To Save Time, Trouble
and Money

-
YOU CAN GET ALL THE MUSIC
ADVERTISED IN THIS AND OTHER

MAGAZINER FROM US PROMPTLY.
J{JS’I‘ MAEE UP ONE ORDER IN-
STEAD 1] H P

NE
SEND TO US.
You Pay Nething for Our Service.
YOU'LL SAVE TIME AND MOXNEY.

Check below che type of mausic youn are

integested in. fill name and address be-

low and mail today.

—Popular Orchestea Music.

—Popular Band Masic.

~—Moving Picture Music (Orchestra).

~—Moving Picture . Music (Piano ot
Ozgan). y

~—Piano Solos.

~—Concert Music for Orchestea.

—Concert Music for Band.

——Saxophone Solos.

—Trombone Solos.

—Popular Sheet Masic.

—Cornet Solos.

—-Banjo Solos.

—-Violin Solos.

—TInstruction Books.

ORCHESTRA MUSIC SUPPLY Co..
1858 Broadwmy, New Yark.
¢ Kindly send without

me,

¢ Al around BMedicine Performers.
BILLY ELIN

Open all the year.

228-232 West 42nd Street,

HUBERT’S MUSEUM

Good Freaks, Good Acrs keep in touch with us.
Times Square,

‘New York City

10 KNOCKOUT PARODIES, $1

Gide mllu.mc Rlsts, with smashing  punch llncs on
BER EC A "BR

REM 1
\VHY A[lE YOU BLUE?. “m¢ 1 HAD
,H\L YOU" and 6 others. Scnd $1 for theso knacke
NOwW M ore not satisfled.

oney hark
c PYLE, JR., 1064 St. Niﬂmlas Ave,, New York

clhr near Audubdn Theatr

wANTED GUICK, for RUOFPUS ARM-

STRONG'S GARDEN OF MIRTH,
Give Jedium or Pony Chorlstors.” Wlre care of Bili-
board, Ch week Januacy 10. Carl, got

B. H.

BOX D

Open for connection as General Agenr, Manager or anything in Business Cnpaﬂty
Have good proposition for show wanting good route, winter and sgmmer, Write or wire
D 378. care Billboard.' Cincinnati, Ohio,

NYE

WANTED

Wire, don’t wait to
write. G, Fort Hunter, N. Y.

PERSONAL: DADDY

Come to 463 Whiitier, Ererytbing lorgivan.
Greetings. BABY DOLL. 3

1-8-°26.

SCENERY

MED. PEOPLE, LOOK!

Have opening for Team and Slnzla %nre and steady.
My ghows never close. BILLY SCOTT. Adams, N.
D.. this weck.

CAROUSELL FOR SALE

An Allan Hersehell Three-Atreast Carousell,
Wurlitzer Organ, Style 1I6-A, Guscline Iingine.
it Top. all in gond condition. operated ln n ver
ponul.nr purk st season. Will sacriltee for cash Jl

old or beforo Fohruury 1. ~ Address L.
ﬂT:\l.l"Y 515 8th St., N. W.. Washlngton, D. C

with
Kha-

AT LIBERTY
REX GEORGE

nnaviu nm! Characters. Age, 34: height, 5 ft..
In.; weight, 150, Saber, veliafile. Werdrouo,

S| ck or Rep. Vaudeville Act conslderod. Hotel

Hudson, 102 West J4th St,, New York City.

Catalogs covering items checked above,

AT LIBERTY

Celchrated Organist and cnnductor from Londen,
Paris, Brussals

DR. PERCY J. STARNES

Jusl. mncludnd five years ut the Mark Strand
tientre, New Yark City.
PI(H‘UII.EQ CONCERT, CLAS‘-}ICAL JAZZ.
Care The 8illheard Pub. Co.. Bux 285, 1560
Broadway, Nesw York Cit

Wanted Piano Player

For hot Jazz Orchestra. Must read and fake. Year's

wor!
OBBY WARREN
Wosluco Toxas.

WANTED

Tenor Singer

With Speclumes. for amn!l uarts dher Principals
ils0 wire { write. S S En e o
rreu Emul Akxon Ohlo.

Tent Show.

1n touch with our mother,

WANT—Tirst-clags Viollniet for sercn-plccu Conrm.
Orchestra.  Posiuion open Immedintely. Salar

per weck of six days. Must ba experienced l‘or pic-
tures with specisl scores and rond shows. Reason for
this ad due to mtisrepresentation. Wire immediataly,
don’t write. H. T, Avenye Theatre, Du-
bois, Pepnsylvania.

"l‘rombnnn and  Tenor
Both read and fake.

AT LIBERTY Qe
Alto and Sunranu Trombone sings Har-

Sax douhles
TUnion. Tuxedo, Gold _instruments.
ROOM 110 Hnngh Hotel, Schenectady, N. ¥,

Wanted At Once

FOR MUSICAL TAB.
People in all ]:Ines. Second Comedy with

Specialties.

Wire P. A. PHELPS, Aanager Derby \'mnczs Onak
Hm Ww. Vva,, thls week; Beckley, W. Va., next
weelk
AT LIBERTY Stack Repcrtolw one plece.
Wite g or ns cast. Very
versaiile. Men A-1 Cumcd(nn. OHD.IhIB to munage if
necessary.  Single amd Double Specfalties. Double
Ba uth, wardrebe and ability. Go anywhore.

ad. Yo
Write TIH:. ITUGOS,
con, Georgia,

EDDIE COLLINS’ BIG REVUE

No. 9 XNaverro Apartmonts, Ma-

AT LIBERTY AFTER JANUARY (6,
ADVANCH AGENT. DPress, wildeat. Would eon-
sider Repertoire or one-nlght slands.  Close con-
tractor. Indaor Cireus Promoter. RRed-hot Program
Soliciler. Can munnsre Motlon Pielure Thealre. No
vropogition too larg My salary ycm Hmit.  Am
aohor and valinbla, 'l‘ieke( If too far. HARRY K.
WUBLLS, Baltimore Own Hoteh DRaltimore, Md.

BLACK ENAMEL CLOTH

48 Inches Wide.
as Imitatlon Patem Leather
Drons, ete.
S50c Per Yard
Golors, 800 per Yard,

WOLFF, FORDING & 00.

46 Stuart Stroeet, BOSTON,

Usea for

MASS.

AT LIBERTY—JOE MARGAN

AND GRAGE LANETTE

Juvenile Stralght and lnucnuc. Yodeting and 'Tap

Muucing  Speeinltics.  Lead numbers.  Youth, ward-
robe uul ability.  Wire MARCAIV LANETTE
2240 Ave., Toledo, Ohio.

Costuumes; .

People, Playing Sun Time)
WANTS

Musical Director (Plano). Must errange and {rans-

vose.  Can also nlace two oxperiensed Chorus Girld.

\Virn prepsid to FDDIE COLLINS, Victorin Theatre,
Wilmington, N.

WANTED, GHORUS GIRLS

Who 1ead numbcn for permanent Stock, for my
thcee shows in thls vieinity.

J. ). MUSSELMAN ATTRACTIONS
Star Theetrs Bullding, LOUISVILLE, KY.

WANTED

Hixh-zno“ercd Business Rapranuntutho Jfor
YALZEDA (Hyprotist) and ‘ZELLA,
Mystery Girt (Crn!al Grzer}. able to book bel-
ter-class theatres, week stands. Prefer man wiih
own car, but not essential. Must' have lhad ex-
perignce with act of this nsiure. Only best in
the husiness need answer. Salary all you are
worth. according to ebllity.  You cep stay as long
as yau produce resuits. Biilposters, 'l‘nnk-‘Io
Agents, fay off. Cannot use you. Write lcl] u
all; make it hiief. migropresent. G. E.
ALZEDA, Erick, Blitboard, Cinoin.

nati, Ohio.

The

Don’t
Oklz. or




It Covers the
Globe Weekly

-

2 C)

]

Billb

oard -

‘The Medium fosthe Best Interests of all Concerned in the World of Amusement

- '/ ‘
6 Honest and Sincere,
& Without Favor or Fear

6%

at Cincinnati, O.

Published weekly
- 100 Pages.

Vol, XXXVIII.

Entered as second-class mail matier

No. 3. January 16, 1926.

June 4. 1897. at Post Office,

Cincinnati,

under
Copyright 1926 by The Billboard Publishing Company.

Act of March, 18799.

COMPANY OF 70
SAILS FOR CUBA

Broadway Scandals, Inc., Sending
Entertainrers to West Indies and
Mexico---Equity Movés To
Protect Artists

New York. Jan. 11.—Broadway Scair-
dale, a company of 70 entertainers, 40 of
whom are chorus girls, siiled Saturday

for Havana to play a four weeks' c¢n-
gagement, beginning January 16, after
which the woupe is to be tuken to

Mexico (ity for an additional four weeks,
A [irm known as the Broadway Scan-
dals, Ine., with William G. Lovatt as
president and Harry S. Heckheimer, of
Ginsburg & Heckheimer, attorneys, as
legal adviser, is behind the venture, and
Heckheimer also is going along as busi-
ness representative. William H. Smith
also will accompany the troupe for the
purpose of staging
Harry Walker, the local booking agent,
is the producer.

Among the principals in the company
are the Zaretsky Troupe, Margaret Daley
and Harry Loses, Leon and De Cortez,
Renee and Laura, Harry Le Reine, Edith

Britton, Ray MeClintock, Alma Keller,
Norma Leyland, Iorrest Glen, IRobert
Lewis Weeks, I'rancig Perez, Katherine

Perez, Julia Perez, Il2lizabeth Perez and
Grete Hinsky, while the members of the
chorug are Ada Brackman. Dorothy Hili,
Donna Dolores, Dorothy Merrithew,
Hazel Brammer, Genevieve Moore, Mary
Mucel, Dolores Arnold, Kittie Leckie,
Neliie Stuart, Peggy Delmar, Kitty How-
ard, Virginta Moore, Marie Bennett, Shir-
ley Carlton, Xathleen ITuss, Lenore
Dolny, IFrances Cirecr, Lucille Prather,
Imogene Love, Ronnie Madison, Sybil
Stolees, Sally Bronis, Florence Conne, Pat
Perry, Rose Marie Vaughn, DBarbara
Lloyd, Mary Reeves, Rita Martin, Betty
Carpenter, Margaret Williams, Helen
Farez, Betlty Campbell, Lebanon Hoffa,
Ruth King, Fern Le Roy, Virginia Banks,
Georgia Grey, Grace Hayes and Martha
Yensen.

The Actors’ Equity Association spent
considerahle time iast week endeavoring
to arrange protection for the artists who
are leaving the country, particularly the

(Continued on page

W. J. (Doc) Allman Is
Re-ElE(itEd President

Other Officers and Directors of
Heart of 'America Showman’s
Club Also Same for An-
other Year

.
Kansas City, Mo.. Jan. 9.—Officers and
directors who served the Heart of America
Show‘man‘s Club last year, exceptions in
cludihg thbse tuken by death, were re-
elected rir 1826 at the annual election
niecting held in the clubrooms at the
Coates Tlouse last night. The attendance
was more than 100 persons, and the eve-
ning hall more the aspect of a *'family”
get-tozether than an election, as there

was no «hnpetition or second ticket in
the fiold.
The {Ullowing were returned to office

for another term: W. J. (Doc) Allman,
president ; €. I, Zeiger. first vice-presi-
cnl; el Bernardi. second vice-presi-
f}lnl; ITarry Melville. third vice-presi-
dent; Louis (Tcminway. secretary; J, M.
Sulltvan, treasurer. and Dr. Walter I
Wilson, chaplain. Directors: (ieorge
Howle, ehatrman; H. S, Tyler, Marty Wil-
llams, P, W. Deem. K. Z. Wilson, G. C.
Loomis, N. T. (Tex.) Clark, L. Lindell.
L. Hzllilgg', G. Goldman. G. L. Barton.
A. N, Rice, C. G, MeGinnis. Sam Ben-
Jamin, Dan MacGugin, Jas. T. McCiellan
. . MeCaffery, Jinmmie Cooper, C. .
Chapman, Dave Stevens, J. .. Ramumie. J.
H. Johnson. Ruke Mills, Howard Branat.
J. K. Vetter, George Tngesser R. 3
Brainerd, I’d' Brannan, Noble C. Fairly,
Ceorge Idlser and . . Duncan, Di-
rectors who died during the past year
Were Jack MHosking, I. Grubs and
Hz:.:l‘ry Brown,
f Doe” Allman thanked the club in a
ew well-chosen words for the honor be-
Stowed upon him and Secretary Hemin-

(Continued on page 96)

1

the entertainment.—

LAMBS DISCUSS PLANS FOR FROLIC

—Photo from Wide World Photos.

The Lambs Gambol committee consisting of famous producers and stars met
recently at the Lambs® clubhouse to discuss final plans for the frolic to be

beld by the Lambs January 24.

Phato shows left to right, |
Adolph Zukor, Thomas Meighan, Jesse Lasky and David Warfield.

Baruch,
Standing,

Bernard

Jobn Emegson, Charles Winninger and'Joseph Santley.

PLAYWRIGHTS TAKE STEPS
~ TO PROTECT THEMSELVES

Agree to Closed Shop and Will Draw Up Basic Contract for Pro-

ducers--~-Actors Not Likely

To Favor Any Affiliation

Between Dramatists and Equity .

BIG MERGER IN
TABLOID FIELD
Sun and Virginia-Carolina Mana-
gers’ Circuits in Booking Deal
---New Corporation Known
as Gus Sun-Joe Spie-
gelberg Agency
Springfield. O., Jan. 2.—One of the
biggest mergers in the history of the tab-

ioid branch of the profession went into
effect this week with the establiishment

at Atlanta, Geu.. of the Gus Sun-Joe
Spiegelberg Apgency., bringing tagelher
two great theatrical firms under one

banner for future bookings.
The new corporation will do business
under the above name. and, t4 a eertain

extent, continue the Virgink-Curolina
Managers' Circuit. with headguarters for
a number of wyears in Atlanta, under a

complete reorganization. It is said the
amount of incorporation is about $50,000.

The deal was opened und closed with-
in a short period. Negotiations first
started in Springfield December 28, when
Joe Spiegelberg. of Atlanta; Barney
Aronson, of Raleigh, N. C.,, and William
Leach, of Greensboro, N. C.. accompanied
by Jack White, of Atlanta, also with the
Spiegelberg offices, camc {o this eity %o
confer with Gus Sun. The fellowing day
the merger was effected. with Mr. Sun
being eclected president, Mr. Aronson
vice-president, Joe Spiegelberg secretary-
treasurer, and the following six men as
directors: Mr. Sun, Homer Neer, W. IV,
Martin, Mr. Splegelberg, Mr, Arongon and

I ach.

The object of the merger as announced
by Mr. Neer, %enera] manager of the
Sun lxchange, Is to give -tabloid shows
from to additional weecks on_the
Sun Cireiut, which has been booking
houses in number sufficient to kecp the
shows working an entire scason.

As a result of the merger, the Sun Cir-
cuit will send its 17-people shows thru
ihe Southh over the Virginia-Careolina
Managers’ Circuit after they have played

. the Sun Time, giving each company two

New York, Jan. 11.-—After several pre-
paratory conferences held in secret by
various members and csnniittees. the
playwrights met in a body last Thursday
afternoon at the Hotel Roosevelt for the
purpose of taking definite steps to protect
themselves against uafair theatrieal
managers, and against the threatening
evils of motion picture monopely of the
legitimate stage and the consequent re-
strictions in the matter of remuneration
and royalties to authors for the screen
rights to their works.

The outcome of the conference was the
formation of a *“closed-shop” organiza-
tion to be known as the Association of
Dramatists, and the adoption of a comn-
mittee report binding themselves to deal
with producers only thru the association,
and proposing a basie contract with the
following immportant prgvisions:

That the manager shzll agree not to ac-

cept plays except from members of the
assoelation, -who agree not to submit a
play to any manager who shall not en}er
into the agreement.

That the contro! of the motion picture
and foreign rights to the play be with the
author. 4

That a eompetitive market be conserved
for motion picture rights.

That no secret dealings or indirect
profit be made by any manager.
Inasmuch as the association, with a

membership that has gone up to 131, con-
talns the names of mearly all important
Ameriean dramatists and also such noted
foreign dramatists as oel Coward,
Michael Arien and W. Somerset Maug-
ham, the playwrights feel confident that
they can_boycott any manager who re-
fuses to deal with them on their basis.
A committee composed of Rachel Croth-

(Continued on page 96)

Wisconsin and Western Assn. of

Fairs Hold Their Annual Meetings

Well-Known Speakers Heard---A. W. Prehn Again Heads Wisconsin
Association---Oregon Fairs Join Western Association

Two widely separate@ State assocla-
tions of fairs held their annual meetings
the past week—Wisconsin and California.
A . Prehn was re-elected president of
the Wisconsin association and J. ¥ Ma-
lone was again mada secretary. Chas W.
Paine continues as secretary-treasurer of
the California association.

All the former officers of the Wiseon-
sin Association of Fairs were re-elected
at the closing business scssion of the
annual convention held at Marshfield,
Wis.,,. January 6 and 7. Milwaukee was
chosen as the convention c¢ity for next
vear.

The officers for the coming year are:

President, A. W. Prehn, Wausau; vice-

president, E. C. Borchardt, Jr., Mani-
towoe; secretary, J. I Malone, Beaver
Dam ; treasurer, G. Ross. Superior;

directors, A. L. Putr':am', Chlppewa Falis ;
Charles T. Taylor, Wautoma; Taylor G.
Brown, Oshkosh.

Approximately 100 dQelegates attended
the convention, which opened Wednesday
morning, January 6. In several instances
every member of the offieial staff of the
fair association was present. and the
spirit of co-operation certainly prevailed
thiruout the entire meetin% The conven-
tion waus called to order by President A.
W. Prehn, Wausau, who delivered the
opening address in which he assailed a

(Continued on page 84)

years' consecutive hooking without play-
ing any return dates. Again aiter the
present 1l-people shows have' finished
playing the Southern Time they will he
taken north on the Sun Time te play
{(Continued on page 84

Old-Time Fiddlers’
Contest at “Stampede”

Guy Weadick Announces Novelty
at Speech in Pittsburgh---Ar-~
ranging Special Parties To
Attend Big Calgary
Event

Pittsburgh,

Jan. 9—Guy Weadick,
well-known

producer and manager of

"Tha Stampede’, international cowboy
contest anl frontier-day celebration,
staged annually at Calgary, Alberta,

Canada, announced at a speech here this
week that it has been decided to offer
three large cash purses at “The Stampede”
next July 5-10. open to old-time fiddlers
from all over North America the con-
test to be held Quring the famous Cow-
hoy Ball during Stampede Week, when
20,000 pecople =attired in cowboy garb
dance on the streets to the tunes of .Pop
Goes the TWWensel, Honey Musk, Turkey 4n
%he Straw and other old-time airs. Since
the announcement of this addition to
Calgary's novel dance program in the
press (after Wesaddick’s announcement
here) he has recelved wires from dis-
tricts and communities of all parts of
they United Statea, saying they will have
fiddlers at Calgary.

Weadick say® that maybe Mellia Dun-
ham is the best fiddler among the luimber-
jacks in Maine, or possibly among the
Jumberjacks of the whole world for that
matter, but thinks that Mellie or Henry
Ford has probably never heard some of
the old-time fiddlers of the West. He
(Weadick) is playing a few weeks in
Keith-Albce vaudeville on his way from
New York to Chicago. an@ at the same
time wmaking Speeches before various
clubs, etc., on "“The Stampede”, arranging
special parties to attend the big Culgary

(Continued on page 84)
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THE BROOKS COSTUME COMPANY
TO SELL THRU DEPT. STORES g szep,ime mimess soee

Costumes Designed by James Reynolds and Charles LeMaire To Be

Carried by Lord ¥ Taylor

and Big Retailers Thruout

Country---Will Bring Broadway’s Best to

Little Theaters

and Amateurs

manufacturing establishment lln the country, has come forward with an inno-
vatlon in its trade and that of retail department store merchandizing, ufter

several months of preparatory work and

extensive investigation of marlkets. The

famous establishment, which supplies about 76 per cent of the big Broadway pro-

dugtions with wardrobes, will place their
costumes, designed by auch well-known
artists of the theater as James Reynolds
and Charles LeMalre, at the disposal of
little theaters, stock companies and ama-
teur groups, as well as Individuals seek-
ing fancy dress and masquerade attire,
thruout the country by means of a tie-
up with large department stores in
numerous metropolitan centers. :

Lord & Taylor on Fifth avenue is the
first store to open a special department
stlling Brooks costumes. A coliection -of
100 custumes designed by Reynolds went
on display in chelr show windows and in
a #salon set aside for the purpose last
week, and will henceforth be a tegular
line in their merchandizing. A selected
list of stores thruout the United States
will shorily follow suit. Costumes adapt-
able for all occasions and year-round 11159

n-
cluded in the assortment will be repro-
ductions from the original costumes worn
in the popular Broadway hits.

James Reynolds, who designed the
present Lord & Taylor offerings, has this
seagon created the costumes for The
Vagabond King, Sunny. The City Chap,
Dearest Fuemy uand Cuaptain  Fury.
Charleg LeMaire has this year designed
Rose-Marie, The Cocomnuts, Barl Car-
10ll's Vanities, Merry Merry, Greenwich
Village Folltes, Artists ond Modcls, The
Brown Derby, A Night Out and Sweet-
heart Time.

The Brooks organizatjon states that
innumerable Inquiriés and orders for cos-
tumes are received from all parts of the
country. The selling of wardrobes by
mail has been found to be impractical,
Tnvestigation has shown that there is a
large market for costumes designed hy
wall-known Rroandway artists. and that
(he Brooks Ishel carrvies a heavy ascet of
good will, due {0 the great number of
shows displaying Brooks costumes and to
their crcdlt line in thousands of theater
programs. The famous firm, therefore,
feels that the new tleup with the depart-«
ment stores will prove exceedingly ad-
vantageous and profitable to all’ con-
cerned.

One of the deciding factors in bringing
about the innovation was the receipt of

{ more than 200 complimentary letters ad-

dressed to LeMuire following his recent
broadcast over the radio on the subject
of Whet To Wear at @ Fancy Dress
Party.

The Brooks neople will sell thru the
varjous department stores only under
their own label, and they will confine
styles to one store in each city. Rach
eostume will bear the designing artist’s
fignature on the lining.

“Dope” Cast Files
Claims for Salaries

New York, Jan. 11—The members of
the cast of Dope, the play by Hermann
_Lieb. with the author starred, which
abruptly terminated its contemplated
series of elght special matinees after the
second performance last Tuesday at the
48th Street Theater, owing to the illness
of Lieb. have filed claims with the Ac-
tors’ Equity Association for the balance
of salary due them under their contracts
Wwith the praducers, the Colonial Produe-
tions, Inc. Some of the players received
payment for one performance. while
others were compensated for both shows
given last weel, so they are suing for
whatever differance is due them on their
guarantee of sight perforinances.

According to repori. Fred . Curtis,
president of the Colonial ‘Productions.
has beon sndéavoring tp take over the
Klaw Theater from ’1‘118 Theater Guild
with the [ntention of tontinuing the run
of Dope at that playhouse as a regular
aftraation, but no deal has been mnge a8
yet. Androcles and the Lion 18 now oc-
cupying the Klaw. S

In addition to Lieb as the star, Robert
T. Haines and Mary Blair were featured
in Dope.

+ Sadie Hess Leaves $1,000

New York. Jan, 9.—An estate of about
$1,026 in personal property was left by
Sadie Hess, burlesque actress. when she
died at the French Ho pital on Novem-
ber 14. it was leained Thursday when the
application, made by' her brother and
only surviving heir at law, Michael Hess.
for the appointment of June Ie Veay. of
Brooklyn, as administratrix of . the
property was granted by Surrogate
O’Brien. She left no will. s

e

Eugene Lockhart Joins
Modern Dress “Hamler”

New York, Jan. 1l.—Kugene Lockhart,
who created the role of Bud, the half-
wit, in Lula Vollmer's play, Sun Up, and
who was last seen on Broadway in The
Handy Man, will take over the role of
the First Gravedigger in the production
of Hamlet in modern dress, now playing
at the Hecksher Theater on upper Fifth
avenue, under the management of the
Talbot Players, Ine. Walter Kingsford
played this part when the Shakespearean
picce was presented downtown.

Lockhart is general stage director of
the Talbot Players, who have leased the
Hecksher Theater for their productions.

Basil Svdney continues as the timely.
costufned Hamlet. e

EY YORIK, Jan. 11.—The Brooks Costume Company. the largest htage costume,

Boston Repertory Theater
Has. Professional Matinees

of Boston have bheen designated
ional matinees”, and® as such are
attracting many members of attractions
playing Lerw. Ammong the stars, besides
those mentioned elsewhere in ihis issue,
who have recently visited the Henry
Jewett organizitton are De Wolf Hopper
and IMTamilton IRevelle. \I‘

ant Wren, recently of 'The Actors’
Theater, in New York is now associated
with the Repertory Theater as assistant
to the director, Henry Jewett.

'The Repertory Theater, will present
for the next . fortnight its'20th Bernard
Shaw production, Captain Brassbound’'s
Conwersion. This will be followed by John
Galsworthy’s Zoyalties, Shaw's Caesar
and Cleopatra, Minick, by IZdna Ferber
and George S. Kaufman, and probably
The Cherry Orohard and Deburou.

Hazzard With College Show

New York, Jan. 9.—Jack Hazzard, re-
cently engaged to coach the 1926 Varsity
Show of Columbia University, will make
h.s first appearance on the college
campus next Tuesday evening when he
will announce his plans. A tentative cast
will be chosen and parts will be dis-
tributed.

For the first time in its history the
Varsity Shoy will be seen on the campus
this year. "It opens at the McMillin
Academic Theater in the School of Busi-
ness Building on March 8. The rest of
the week it will play ‘at the Waldorf-
Astoria. There will also be two perform-
anceg outside Manhattan this year. one
at Montclair ‘'on March 15, the other at
the Academy of Music in Brooklyn on
March 17.

heat
£

Seventh annus! Christmas banquet given by Manager Walter Decker ‘to the
cmployses of the Empire Theater and the City Opera House, Frederick, Md.,
Sundagy é D b 925,

g,

kecond 47th St. Theater

To Open Soon in New York

New York, Jan. 11.—The Manstield
Theater, the second playhouse to be
erected on 47th street, whieh was with-
out Jegitimate playhouses until the recent
opening of the Biltmore Theater, is fast
nearing completion and will be ready to
house its first attraction about the early
part of next month. This playhouse,
which belongs to the gecond chain af
theaters being built by the Chanin Thea-
ters Corporation, is on the south ®mide of
47th street, betweent Seventh and Wighth
avenues, and is Immediately opposite the
Bitltmore, which was crected by the same
company. ‘The new honse is named in
honot of Richard Mansfield. Il has a
seating capacity of 1.125, and its archi-
tectural scheme is Spanish.

Four eother theaters are to be hoilt
by the Chanin enrporation in this second
chain. Three of them: will be on A4th
and 46th streets, hetween Broadway and
I3ighth avenue, and they are to be ready
for occupancy by next fatl. The other
is the Roxy Theater, which will be lcased
to the Rothafel syndicate, while the
Chanin company will operate the rest of
the houses.

Salt Lake Musicians Blect

Salt Lale City., Jan. 9.—The Salt Lake
Federation of Musicians, Local No. 104,
American Federation of Musicians, at the
annual eclection named the following
officers: C. T. Berry, president: Alvin A.
Beestey, viee-president; Lorenzo Sharn,
secretary : D. Baumberger. treasurer: Wd
D. Short, John Rosell, Don V. Tibbs, Guy
C. Heric and Ear! J. Sins, directors.

\

Woods Secks To Reopen
“The Shanghai Gesture”

New York, Jan. 11.—A. H. Woods is
negotiating with the Aectors’ Equity As-
sociation in an effort to secure permis-
slon to reopen his production of The
Rhanghei Gesture without having to wait
the usual eight weeks’ period that a
show must lay off in order to be con-
sldered a closing according to the Equity
contract. Before the producer can obtain
this permission he must furnish proofl
that Mrs. leslie Carter, who headed the
cast during the road tryout of the play,
failed to render service as called for in
her contract. Woods has asked for an
arbitration of the matter, and the case
will be resumed this week.

Thomas; Alessio, Notice!

Your mother is ill at home, 2223 West
Harrlson street, Chicago, and wants to
know where you are. Wire her at once.
Anybody else knowing the whereahouts
of Thomas Alessio, who Is 16 years old
and who left Grand Rapids. Mich., with
a show in October, notify his father, O.
Alessio al the above Chicago. address.

“Craig’s Wife” on Coast

New York, Jan. 11—Rosalie Stewart,
producer of Craeig’s Wife, George Kelly's
present success, at the Morosco Theater,

annonnces the release of this play for an Owe

unlimited stock engagement a® the Mo-
rosco Theater, Los Angeles, beginning
February 8.
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“HAPPY TOWN”
TO OPEN SOON

125 Performers Arrive in Miami,
Fla., Where They Will . Be
(Seen in “Fountania’”, Huge

Spectacle

Miami, Fla.. Jan. 9.—"Happy Town”,
a Spanish community of amusement, with
bazaars and ghops and.a large theater,
will he opencd in about a weelc at Miami
Shores. In the center of the iown is the
Teatro de Alegria, with three stages,
covering a site of 350 by 300 feet and
seating 2.000. In thig theater during the
winter season Arthur Voegtlin, New
York Hippodrome producer, will present
his latest spectacle, Fountania, which in-
cludes & revue. Following the perform-
ances the Cabaret de la Luna, in the rear,
will be opened with professional enter-
tainers and dancing for all.

Rehearsals for the pageant have been
held in New York and the managers and
members of the company arrived in
Miami this week ,on board the 8. 8.
Kroonland. The company wag met by
Mr. Voegtlin, Wells Hawks, company
representative; J. 3. Austin, in charge of
housing, ‘and . R. Warren,, who has
superintended construction. Mrs. Voegt-
lin accompanied the party as did Fred
?Eurray. constructor of stage-lighting ef-
ects.

The company -arrived in charge of
Charles A. Pearson, vice-president and
business direetor, and Frank McCrann,
company manager. Others in the party
were William J. Wilson, production di-
rector;  Jose Eisner, Hippodrome
electrical expert; J. P. Wilson, author of
the dialog and lyrics; Claude MecArthur,
musical and orchestra director; Briggs
French, resident stage director; Patrick
McNerney, officlal program; Meyer
Wagner. _theatrical photozrapher; Ar-
thur C. Voegtlin, G. Arthur Reuter and
Lillian Blaufox of the business staff.
The costumes were shipped in 200 trunks,
in addiion to scenery and 12 motor cars.

The professional peeple in the party
follow: Kenneth Arnold, Ladoit H.
Bishop, Sidney Boyd, Bonnie Bland, Lil-
lian Blaufox, Ruth urr, Louis Buhl,
Julia Ayboi, Edyma Capes, Marfon Case,
Ann Clhristy, Ann Collins, Gallo Cir-
illo, Tom_ Cowan, Harry Crosley, S.
Cransle, Elsie Dallas, Alicia Daly, Jane
Daniel, Josephine e, Sven Eric,
Harry fpstein, Irving "Edwards, ¢. L.
Iruller, Mr. and Mrs. Briggs French, Cora
Frye, Maza Gayner, Otillie George, Faye
Gilmore, Martha Greene, Rose Gary,
Benjamin Jackeon, Americo Gentile. Alice
Hageman,. Terry Hammett, Rawis Hamp-
ton, Jean Hansen, Lanna Hastingg,
Louise Henry, Jean Hertford, Ethel Hook,
Billy Greene, Eleanor Jarzy, Bee Jack-
son, Mrsg. Grace Jackson, Helen John-
stone, Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Johnstone,
Henry Kelley, Dickson Kenwin, Mary
Kissel, Victor La Salle, Bleanor Lafleur,
Helene Lesoir, Biby Lenhart, Signor
Lombardi, Loretta, Gertrude McFadden,
Herbert Miles, Paul R. Milton, Hatry
Morvil, Claude MacArthur; Patrick Me-
Nerney, Harold Lewis, Frank McGrann,
George Malden. J. Mazzororielo, Jean
Oliver, Patrise Oliver, Alice Ozouf,
i, H. Ostmgn, Mr. and Mrs,
A. Pearson, Gene Pellitier, Edith
Page, L. Rubenstein, Bimer Ronka, Ren-
dina, Irene Ransom, Virginia Ray, Frank
Rena, Arthur Reuter, Ralph Riggs,
Betty Ross, Lea Roy, Guiseppe Steffanoni,
Clare  Seeley. Helen Shoreits, William
Stradi, James Sonkin, Rinaldo Schenone,
Peﬁgy Tudor, Arthur Tanza, Michele
Tahza, Mrs. Arthur Voegtlin, Arthur C.
Voegtlin, Alice Wheeler, Diana. White,
Agnes White, Fra\ncene Wouters, ' Mrs.’
Ida Wouters, Mrs."F. Wouters, Michael
‘Weiseman, Willlam J. Wiison, J. P. Wil-
son, Katherine Witchie, Joseph XKeegan,
Alita Vadessa and'Baby Jean Arnold.

.

Clay M. Greene Hurt in Fall

Clay M. Greene. 75, nationally known
playwright and critic, was gerlously in-
Jured on Monday night, January 4, when
he fell down a stalrwafy while leaving the
home of a friend on his way to a theater
in San Francisco. o wus found un-
conscious a short time later by a passer-
by, who took him to the Si. Krancis
Hospital. whera hig injuvies were founi!
to be fractures of the coltarhone and one
rib and severe lacerations of the scn.ln,

Green has written nany playvs. The
best lenown are Nasareth, The Desert and
The Passion Play of Banta Clara. His

new play, Marridgge Pro Tem, a comedy,
will be given its premiecre at the Capitol
Theater in San Francisco late this month.

Arthur Yokom Now Agent
With Lewis ¥ Gotdon

New York. Jan. 1l.—Arthur Yokont,
formerly dramatic editor on The Daily
News, of this city, has become a member
of the staff of the Lewis & Gordon of-
fice. He is at present occupying a desk
at the Music Box Theater, sharing quar-
ters with Alex Kokel, and is handling
the publicity for Fasy Come, Fasy Go. the
en Davis comedy which Lewis & Gor-
don are offering in assgciation with Sam
H. Harris at the new Biltmore Theater
on West 47th street, .

)
- T.
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‘Rebu.ildfng Theatex
Over the Week-End

Lyric. New York, To Have En-
tire. New Lower Floor In-
stalled --- Contractors Post
Bond - To Guarantee
Prompt Completion

York, Jan, 9.—For the first time
inh{‘.%‘: history of New York theatricals
a legitimate theater 1s to be partially
rebuilt while the house is occupied by an

tion. he theater in question is
itlltgm%.yrlc. on West 42d street, where
Gam . Harris is presenting the Marx

Brothers in The roommts.

Reginald De Koven, who amasgsed a
fortune writing music for light operas,
pbujlt the Lyriec about 25 years ago, at
which tima the house was a medel for
the city, but with recent developmeénts In
the building field the theater has felt
the loss of much space because of its
old-faghioned seating arrangement. ‘When
Harris booked The Cocoanuts into the
theuater it was stipulated in the con-
tract with the present lessaes, the Messrs.
Oppenheimer, thit as soon as convenient
the entire seating arrangement was  to
pe changed. Plans were made and after
the amﬁitects and builders had deter-
mined on. what was to be done the con-
tracts were let. d

So after the performance tonight three
shifts of 30 men each will set ta work
and tear out the lower-floor boxes, rip out
every seat on the main floor, remove the
carpets and lake up the old floor, and
lay a new concrete flooring with tk‘\e_
rear part raised so that every seat will
have a clear view of the stage. New
saats will then be installed thruout the
fioor, and where the boxes were located
(he floor will be kaised and rows of
seals extended to the, walls of cach side
of the audilorivm. 5

The American Seating Company, which
is furnishing and installing the seats,
and the various oither contractors en-
gagad in the work. have posted bonds to
guarantee the completion of the work In
time for the performance Monday eve-
ning. The entire job will cost approxi-
mately $26,000.

Waugh Districc Manager
Of Saxe Enterprises

Milwaukee, Jan. 9.—Howard Waugh
has been appeinted to the new post o
district manager of the Suxe Amusement
finterprises clreuit of picture houses. The
new post was created by Harold J.
Iitzgerald, who recently succeeded James
Keogh as general manager of the Saxe
Circuit, and will give Waugh Jjurisdiction
over the 20 Saxe houses located in vari-
oug cities of the State. but not including
those in Milwaukee, whith will be under
the direct supervision of the main execu-
tive offices of the cireuit. Waugh ia
recognized as an excellent field man, hav-
ing established himself locally as an ex-
ploitation Zenius while manager of the
Alhambraz Theater, which he opened for
Tuiversal last August. He was formerly
affiliated with Famous Players theater-
operating activities, having been manager.
of the Howard Theater in Atlanta, Ga.,
and also district manager of all ra-
mount houses in Memphis, Tenn.

Film Actors Injured While
Working on Stunt Scene

San Francisco, Jan. 10, — Filming a
movié thriller in a supposedly burnin
building in Berkeley. Frank IBaker an
Roy Steele, leads for the Ben Wilson
Productions Company, were working on
a scene in Officer (44 when Stesle fell
from a wire 260 feat nbove the street
into a net, but.injured his back. Baker
was hurt when he tognled backward from
the second siory. oth were rushed to
the Berkeley General Hospital.

[French Actress Injured
In Doing Stage Fall

London, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to The
Biltboard).—Jeanne de Casalis, brilliant
French aatress, appearing in Tchekovs
play, Ivanov. at the Barnes Theater, in-
Jjured herself whén deing a stage fall in
the second act this week. She was un-
able to complete the performance in
which the accident happened, but has
!l}‘?l;\; reaovered sufficlently to resume her

Curzon and Novwello To
Produce ‘“The Firebrand”

London, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to- The
Billboard). — Ivor Novello and Frank
Curzon have joined hands as partners to
produca The Fircbrand at ‘Wyndham'’s.

Curzon has been associated with sev-
eral stars jn successful partnerships, and
his latest allance will not interfere with
his existing assoclation with Sir Gerald
du Masurier. .

The Billboard

THE CASE AGAINST SUN-
DAY PERFORMANCES
New York, Jan. 1l1.-~The Actors’

Equity Association has again declared
itself opposed to legitimate perform-

ances on Sunday. After duly delib-
erating over the application of
several managers who sought the

assoclation’s help in having the pres-
ent law amended Executive Secretary
Frank Glillmore replied _that the
proposition did not seem feasible.
And that's that—-for the time Dbeing

t.

Dullzell, assistant executive
secretary of EHqulity, in a further dis-
cussion on the subject has glven the
key to the impracticability of Sunday
legitimate shows. Briefly summar-
ized, some of the reasons given by
Dullzell for the doubtful success of
Sabbath performances in the produc-
tion houses are as follows:

The people who want Sunday shows
belong mgstly to the working class
and cannot afford to pay $5.60, $4.40
or $3.30 for seats. Only the limited
floating population wbdbuld be avail-
able and this would not afford enough
patronage to make the venture worth
while.

Theatergolng is largely a habit
with most persons and it would De
difficult to get them into the habit
of attending drama or musigal comedy
on Sunday.

Performances on Sunday would
lessen attendance on other nights in
the week.

Actors, if required to take some
other day as their day of rest, would
be thrown out of alignment and their
broadening and cultural advancemenl
would be curtailed because they would
not be able to associate with friends
outslde of their profession.

GALLIC MOOD PERVADES
NEW CASINO DE PARIS

New York, Jan. 11.—A genuine Galllo
mood pervades the Casino de Paris, atop
the Century Theater, where tho latest
Shubert revue, 4 Night in Paris, hag its
premiere tast weck. Silken hangings of
extensive yardage cover the arched oecll-
ing, two enormous and really magniticent
single-plece tapeostries cover the right and
lett walls, and huge tapestry-covered
chandeliers of bizarre shape hang sus-
pended 8t Inpumerable vantage points.
The view of the theater when lighted by
tl]xe}sl: chandellers 1s an exceedingly pretty
8

ght. .

Another feature of the Intimate play-
house is the particularly comfortable or-
chestra chalrs, which have been gpe-
cially made-abroad. Tho crowded pretty
close together, the seats are along the
blest lines for inducing gase and relaxa-
tion,

Stooking is permitted at the Casino de
Paris, and the prospect of being able to
puff away while reclining restfully in a
luxurious meat Is expected to lure many
a theatergoer to this amusement ren-
dezvous a second and third time,

In the lobby entrance to the theater
are many portraits of beauties in the
nude and near-nude. ™

The restaurant, which is also to be
operated on the Century roof, has not
yet been completed, but judging from
the wough idea that can be had from
the present state of the work it should
turn out to be an_unusualiv attractive
place to dine and dance—and then step
across the promenade to the theater.

Theaters Seeck To Make
Ticket Scalping Legal

Chicago, Jan, 7.—Owners of legitimate
Loop theaters, thru their atltorney, Wey-
mouth Kirkland, yesterday presented a
draft of an ordinance_seeking to legalize
ticket scalping. The draft will be turned
over to the council judiclary committee.
The measure provides that 60 per oent
of seats in the first 15 rows be sold at
the box office direct to patrons. The
remaining 40 per cent may be sold to
scalpers. Under the plan scalpers will
not be permitted to charge more than 50
cents above the face value of the ticket.
Theaters which sell to brokers charging
more will forfeit the/ir license.

Famous Asks Government °
To Drop Monopoly Case

\

‘Washington, Jan. 11, — The Famous
Players-Lasky Corporation and its afill-
iated compsanies, which recentl have
come before the Federal Trade Commis-
sion on charges of monopoly of the mo-
tion picture industry in this country. last
week asked the Commission to dismiss
the complaint against them on the record
maadge.
Counsel for the Government asked the
Commission to reopen the hearings <o
take the evidence of numerous theaters
acquired by the respondents and other
developments in the indu since Sep-
tember, 1924. Both motions were taken
under advisement.

Three Judges Required
For Fagan-_Grey Dispute

New York, Jan. 1ll.—A special board
of arbitration, with three judges sitting
ag umpires, hag been found necessary in
the hearing of the claim flled with' the
Actors’ Iiquity Asseociation by Myron C.
Fagan, the producer, agalnst dane Grey,
tite actress, wherein I'agan contents that
Miga Grey was responsible for the sud-
den closing of his play, The Fascinating
Dewvil, \vhrch he declares caused him to
suffer a loss of $15,000.

The arbitration has already taken up
two days and the case i3 now adjourned
until certain important witnesses arrive.

Reviving “E’inch Model”

New York, Jan. 1l.—Alessandro Bac-
car¥’s revue, The French Model, which
~wag produced for one special perform-
ance at the Cort Theater last June and
then laken off for revision and recast-
ing, has again been, placed in rehearsal
by the producer, - who Iz planning to
open the attraction within the next two
weeks at one of the Greenwich Village
theaters, probably the Cherry Lane.

Josephine Menna, fromn the Moulin
Rouge in Paris, heads the cast, which in-
cludes a number of other French revue
artists, 4

The French Model is of the intimate
type of revue and will be the only pro-
duction of its'kind to have an all-French
cast, altho the performanceés will be given

in lnglish. 1
DOWNING---NOT DARNEY

Mrs. F. M. Downing wrote The Bill-
board from New York under date of
January 8 calling atiention to an error
in an article in the Musical Comedy
départment of our issue of December 12,
The article stated that Al Darney jumped
into the role ptayed by Joe k. Brown,
featured comedian in Capiait Jinks,
when the latler received a telgram, while
a matinee performance was in Progress,
that his mother was seriously ill in
Toledo and left immediately. The error
was in the surname, Instead of "Darney”
it should have been, “Downing'™ Mrs.
Downling further states that Mr. Downing
has bean in the cast of Ceaptain Jinks
asince tke play first opened and that he
s alsp general understudy for all the
mnale roles’in the show,

Henry' Duffy To Go on Tour

San Franclsco, Jan. 8 — Noi content
with having sent three companies on the
road with The Cat and the Canary, So
This_Is Londow and The Best Peopls, it
{s Henry Duffy’s intention to take the
road himselt at the head of a company
to visit the same cities and theaters with
The Song apd Dance Man.

It is expected they will leave here
24 and play the principal cities
of California.

e Cohan comedy will be followed at
the Alcazar Theater by Liftle Jessie
James, and Dale Winter wiil play the
title role.

Mantell Cancels ‘“Hamlet”
. On Account of Illness

Robert Mantell was accorded an en-
thusiastic reception at his opening per-
formance of Ricleliew at the Columbia
Theater, San Francisco, on Monday
night, January 4. Mantell took innum-
erable curtain calls, and Genevieve
Hamper, kis leading lady, shured in the
applause honors. n Tuesday a severe
cold attacked Mantell's vocal cords and
made him unable to speak above a whis~
per, causing a cancellation of the eve-
ning performance of Hamlet,

Paddy Harmon Gives Out
Plans of Huge Promotion

Chieago, Jan. 9.—Paddy Harmon, pre-
mier dance hall proprietor and promoter
of international bicycle races, has given
out a statament of what he intends to
do In the way of building a colossal tem-
ple to sports—ice skating, hockey, bicycle
riding, boxing, football and dancing. It
is said that the building wili cest, all
told, $6.600,000, and will probably be
located on the west side. However, Paddy
is canny. He has had a lot of experience
in dealing with real estate men and he
isn't saying, just yet. anyhow.

Donald Calthrop Resigns

Broadeasting Work Interferes
1 Theaccical Vencaces

London. Jan. 8 (Special Cable to The
Billboard). — Donald Calthrop is relin-
quishing the adviso directorship of
programs of the British Broadcasting
Company, which he has held for three
months. He finds the @irectorship in-
terferes with his projected theatrical ven-
tures. but will continue to co-operate with
tha B. B. C., as _he believes strongly in
the value of radio to the theater.

Calthrop is preparing a new revue for
{an]don presentation after a provincial
rial.

Finds Wich

SPECIAL MATINEES
GETTING POPULAR

New York, Jan. 8.—The popularity
of special matinees appears to have
increased considerable of late. Only a
few years ago these performances
were looked upon dublousiy by thea-
tergoers, but in the past week alone
on Broadway there was a total of six
spectal matinees and one speclal eva-
x}lng performance, given by three dif-
ferent productions. The Taming of
the Shrew played Monday, Tuesday
and Friday afternoons at the Klaw

Theater. Dopc was presented at the
48th Street Theater for Monday and
Tuesday matinees and was also

scheduled for Thursday and Friday
performances but these had to be
canceled this week owing to the iil-
ness of Herman Lleb, author and
star of the piece. Walter Hampden
and ISthel Barrymore revived their
Ilamict for two special performances
yesterday at Hampden's Theater,
where The MHerchan! of Venice is now
the regular attraction. <

. In addition to this, Eve Le Gal- |
lienne, at present appearing in The
Master Builder at the Princess Thea-

- ter, is rehearsing a company for
special matinees ~ of John Gabriel
Borkman.

Still another special matinee ven-
ture, and an unusual departure in this
line, is being prepared by George C.
Tyler, who plans to present special
performances of Tea for Three an
the road in connection with his forth-
coming production of Close Quarters.

novel,

Bertram Mills’ Olympia
Circus Best Ever

Program of Top-Nocch Acts Makes Fremen-
dous Hit—Show Well Adveceised

Iondon, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to The
Billboard) —The sccond visit of a repre-
sentative of The Billboard to Bertram W.
AMills' mammoth Olympia Circus conclu-~
sively justifies the opinion that thig is
Mills’ best ever.

Londoners have besieged every per-
formance and_wholeheartedly agpreclated
every item. May Wirth herself and the
Wirth Family act have been enthusias-
tically recelVved; also the Plying Codonas
with their breath-stopping aerial show.
Truzzi's Horses show ndon something
new, while Schnelder’s 70 lions are the
talk of the town. 8

While the mammoth cage in which to
work the lions is being erected, taking
only seven minutes, the Four Bonellis go
thru hair-raising headbalancing sus-
pended on A trapeze, and then do sensa-
tional trapeze revolutions. So enthralling
Is this act that the audience blankly stares
at the fully erected stage, wondering
how 1t got in the ring.

The Andreau IFamily s last year's re-
peat-laughing success, with the comedian
out-Chaplining Charlie Chaplin, His work
is exceptionally good.

Mills has two more weeks to run and
the question now is can be find a pro-
gram for next Christmas equal to thin?

* It geems nigh impossible!

Clyde Ingalis’ impreasi\n? fisure and
stentorian voice are well in 'evidence and
dominate the midway crowd for Van Nar~
man's cycle dive into a flaming tank.

. Mills has sloganed "It Pays To Adver-
tise”, having more than 40 different pio~
torials, and in this instance you can judge
his show by pictures on the wallg.

Erlanger Buys Film ‘Rights
o Two Lew Wallace Novels

‘New ¥York, Jan. 9.—A. L. Erlanger has
completed negotiations with Hemy L.
‘Wallace, son of General Lew Wallace,
for the purchase of the film rights to
The Prince of Imdic and The Falr God,
two classics of American literature, by
Lew Wallace, -

_Both novels are of a character to pro-
vide the material for spectacular pic-
turization, and Erlanger plans to present
them on the screen in a superb manner
that will mark a new era in motion pic-
ture history.

The Prince of India was dramatized by
J. I, C. Clarke and produced by Erlanger
In 1906. It is an epic of the defeat of
Constantine, the last monarch of the
Byzantine Empire, and the destruction of
Constantinople by Mohammed II

The FFair God, General Wallace's first
was published In 1873, but has
never been shown on the stage. The
story is a romance of ol@ Mexico in the
closing days of the reign of Montezuma,
the last of the Aztec rulers.

Sylvester Ramsey, Noticel *

W. G. Ramsey {s anxious to get In
touch with his son, Sylvester Ramsey, a
member of Pittsburgh Local No. 3. I, A.

. 8. B., who has not been heard fram
since last April. when he was in Baltf-
more. Readers who know of his where-
aboutg are asked to bring this to his
attention. W. . Ramsey's address ia
404 Carlile way, N, S, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WOULD
REGULATE SUNDAY AMUSEMENTS

Lord’s Day Alliance Has Three Measures Prepared To Introduce in
New York Legislature---Liberal Legislation Also May
Be Offered by Opposition '

BW YORK, Jan. 11.—Three amendments to the present laws regulating amuse-~
ments and sports on the Sabbath have heen prepared by the Lord's Day Al-
tiance of this State, and will be introduced in the Legislature now in session

by three different assemblymen, whose names are withheld for the time being.

A,

The Legislature op d last Wed
of the New York State division of the
Alllance, went to Albany immediately to
Jay plans for the introduction of the
amendments at an early date.

Deelaring the present Sunday laws are,

ineffective, filled with logpholes, go un-
enforced and provide for penalties that
are not stiff enough, the most important
of the three amendments will make it
mandatory upon the police and district
attorney’s office to make arrests for vio-
jutions without service of complaint, and
mandatory upon the part of the courts to
igssue restraining orders for the first of-
fense, making a second offense auto-
matically contempt of court. The amend-
ment would make the enforcement of the
Sabbath laws similar to the enforcement
of the Prohibition law.

Another of the amendments asks for
the provision for people who are required
to work on Sunday “in works'of necessity
and charity”, a full 24-hour day off in
the following six days, “in which they
shall not be required to work except
where an emergency clearly exists”. The
third of the amendments concerns barber
shops, and asks_ that barbers not be per-
mitted to work on the Sabbath until 1
o'clock in New York City and Saratoga
Springs, other parts of the State holding
it & misdemeanor. "

Pending the introduction of these bills,
ways and meals are being devised to
combat the probable measures that will
enter the Legislature in an effort to com-
pletely wipe out the present Sabbath law,
making amusements and sports of all
kinds permissable on the first day of the
week thruout the State. At the New
York headquarters of the Alliance it was
announced several powerful guns are held
in ambush to .spring the minute such ef-
forts ave pushed forward, and that Rev.
Perguson wili Keep in close touch with
Albany to prevems a repeal measture slip-
plng thru, if it ¥ within his and his
lobbyists’ power,

Fearing the new Walker administration
here is not in favar of a close@ Sunday
since it was Mayor Walker who put thru
the movie and baseball exemptions on the
Sabbath, and during fiis mayorality cam-
paign called attention to the fact, steps
have been 'taken to meet the exigencics
of further liberties by new bills in this
year’s Legislature. but what the Alliance
has up its sleeve it will not divuige.

Its last year's blue law measure, de-
signed to prohibit everyvthing on Sunday
but going to church, having gone down
to ignominous defeat and realizing the
meager recources of the Alliance are pitted
agalnst interests with millions of dollars
behind them, the reform organization
admits the battle has no odds in its favor.

Serious consideration js being given a

suggestion that will effect the vaudeville
and burlesque interests cbiefly. This is a
proposed measure, which would prohibit
the engagement of any actor for pay on
the Sabbath, requiring him to work seven
days a week and thus depriving him of
“& day’s rest, which the legitimate actor
already enjoys largely thru the InstMu-
mentality of the Actors’ Equity Associa-
tion. In making it prohibitory for a the-
atrical performer to work on Sunday, the
vaudeville and burlesque theaters would
automatically be forced to close on this
day, and motion picture houses with
presentations, as well as legit. theaters
with Sunday night concerts, would also
be hard hit. In such a move it is thought
the Alllanice would have the whole-
hearted co-operation of the Actors’
Bquity, E

Being Prepared for the Road

Logansport, 1Ind, Jan. 11.—Every
Youth, a moral fantasy in three scenes,
by Harry L. Newton, patterned after the
great success, Everyman, except that it
iz in a setting of today, i3 being prepared
for the road by IEdw. Boerger, president
of the International Theatrical Enter-
prises, The production will emiploy a cast
of 13, and the running time will be about
an hour and a bhalf. Rehearsals are to

at once, and the piece will prob-
ably be ready to open ite tour by the
first of February, at the same time that
The frace at the Window. another Boer-
ger enterprise, is expected to start out.

The Sherman Theatrical Exchange is
casting both productions, while the ad-
vertlsing and publicity will be handied by
the Reliable Advertising Company.

Stepping Around. a musical comedy in
twe acts, employing a cast of 30 people,
also will be i:roduced by Boerger on or
about Aprll 1.

and the Rev. John Ferguson, secretary

Washington Theater Burned

Spokane, Wash., Jan. 7, — Iire com-
pletely destroyed the Oakesdale (Wash.)
Theater here December 28, he loss of
I* C. Weskle is set at $8,000, only par-
tially covered by insurance.

Another theater has been added_to the
chain in this State of the Inland Empire
Theaters Company. of this city, in the
acquisition of the Arcade Theater at
Walla Walla. Wash. Edwin B. Rivers
is manager and has Harry Peck, of
Seattle. and L. M. and G. &. Terhune, of
this city, as associates.

The Arcade Theater will be remodeled
and at least two other houses 1n Central
Washington added to the intergsts of
the company in the spring, it was an-
nounced.

*TAMING OF SHREW’’
TO END MATINEES

New York, Jan. 11.—Because of con-
flicting engugements of several members
of the casf, the special matinees of The
Taming of the Shrew at the Kilaw Thea-
ter will be given on Tuesday and Friday
:fternoons only this week, and will then
be discontinus@. All three of the leading
members of the cast, Mstelle Winwood,
Rollo l'eters and Ann Harding, {ind
themsclves in confliet with their regular
theairical engagements after January 15.
Miss Winwood is to open in a new Broad-
way production, while Peteérs and Miss
TIarding ave going on lour with Stolen
Imrwit,

Dante Packing 'Em in
At Jacksonville, Fla.

Jacksonville. Fla., Jan, 7.—Dante, the
magiclan, is doing turnaway business at
the Hippodromne Theater here this weel
and the engagement has been extended
an extra day (next Sunday) to accom-
modate the crowds., The Hipp., has a
seating capacity of 1,500, Dante has
been getting meritorious press notices,

“Lullaby” To Tour Provinges

London, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to The
Billboard). — XKnoblock’s drama_of the
Parisian underworld, entitled ZLuillaby,
will be withdrawn from the Globe Theater
January 23 and goes on tour with Mar-

aret annerman, who is making her
rst provincial appearance.

YOUNGBERG-MART!N SOUTHERN ENTERTAINERS

This organization is well known thru the South as a crackerjack dance hall

orchestra.

They also have plaged the Orpheurn Circuit,

They opened the new

$6.000,000 Peabody Hotel at Memphis, Tenn., artl have a contract to play there

for_six months.

In the orchestta ate John H. Youngberg, director, sax. and

clarinet; George Hill, %ax. and clarinet; L. C. Duncan, entertainer; Terry Shand.

piano; Jerry Johnson, violin and bass violin; Rand

and ; Eddie Koontz,
business muanager: .

1
Martin s

herfet, banjo; Jack Terfarden.

trumpet; Bobbie Turley, drums. R. J.

Improving Albambra, Milwaukee

Milwaukee, Jan, 9$.—Two more big im-~
provements to the Alhambra Theater,
which has been undergomgua series of
radical improvemnents since Universal as-
sumed its 10-year lease on_the property
last August., are to be made in the im-
mediate future. Work has already been
started on the installation of a Wurlitzer
divided organ. and this new musical unit
will be in use by the mlddie of February.
Plans are also being completed for the
construction of a modern ventiliating
gystem, the installation of which is
be completed before warm sweather ar-
rives.

Violet Fairbrother To Join
The Ranks of Managers

London, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to The
Billboard).—Violet Fairbrother will join
the ranks of managers shortly with
dramatization of Joanne Godden, by the
successful novelist. Sheila Kaye Smith,
and in which Miss Falrbrother will play
the name part. Fred Terry. with whom
Misgs Fairbrother played several years,
will produce the play.

“Unfair Sex” for France

London, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to The
Billboard) —The Savoy Theater success,
The Unfair Ser. translated into French
by Alexander Thompseon, is to be pre-
sented in France by Robert Courtneldge
after a few performances here.

Unlawful Conversion Charged

London, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to The
Bittboard).—Milton Bode gave evidence
at Reading police court at the trial of
two solicitors, John and Frederick Mar-
tin. respecting charges of unlawful con-
version. on which the defendants were
committed to the assizes. Bode stated
he had_instructed the lawye’s to pay the
proceads of the sale Qf property, less
expensesg, Into his bank but that the
money was not paid in. The property.
llle*stnteﬂ, brought $14,000, which Bode
ost.

QOakland The’ater Leased

Ouklapd, Calif., Jan. 8. — Herbert A,
Harris and Edward P. Levy have se-
cured a long-term lease on the Lurie
Theater, 1&th and Broadway. and will
open the showhouse u{:der the name of

the Hippodromme Theater January 23.
First-run plctures and Ackerman &
Harris vaudeville acts will be booked.
Work of renovating and remodeling the
theater are in progress. The interior will
be refurnished and a mammoth organ
Inatalled.

Casey Reappointed Censor

Boston. Jan. 8.—John M. Casey has
been reappointed city censor for four
more years by the new mayor. Malcohn
. Nichols.. My, Casey has served in this
capacity for 16 years under four different
administrations. P
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Wolrath May Be
. P. Commissioner

Former Syracuse Mayor Thought
Likely Selection---Hays Re-
ported in Favor of Roy
McArdell, Former N. Y.

Newspaperman
New TYork, Jan. 9-Mayor John H.
Wolrath of Syracuse Is expacted to be

asked by Governor Smith to fill the post
of Motion Picture Commiasioner of the
State of New York, made vacant by the
recent resignation of Senator George H.
Cobb, of Watertown.

In his message to the Legislature this
week the Governor made a strong plea
for the abolishment of the Motion Pic-
ture Censorship Commission entirely, but
the Republican majorities in the law-
making body are indicative that such
abolishment is not to be.

‘Wolrath, should he be appointed to the
post, will serve in the capacity of chair-
man of the commission until the law
carrying out the State reorganization
amendment starts functioning. Then it
is expected that the Motion Picture Com-
mission will be made into a bureau in the
State Department of Education, In that
event, Wolrath, in all probability, would
still continue as its head.

‘However, the appointment of Wolrath
will not be made without protest from the
motion picture interests, who feel that
the proper man for the job is 2 man who
knows something about motion pictures.
It is understood that Roy L. McArdell,
a2 former New York newspaperman, is
the choice of Will H. Hays, president of
the Motion Picture Producers and Dis-
tributors of America, and that Mr. Hays
has earnestly requested the Governor
to consider the appointment of someone
in some way connected with the motion
picture industry.

Senator Cobb.was the last of the three
original members of the commission ap-
pointed by Governor Miller when the
law went Into effect in 1921. Al three
were Republicans. Joseph Levenson, of
New York, has been succeeded by Arthur
Levy, of New York, and Mrs. Eli T.
Hosmer, of Buffalo, has been displaced .
by Mrs. Elizabethr V. Colbert, of Albany.
If Wolrath is appointed the commission
will be entirely Democratic.

Burnside Gets Loving Cup
London, Jan. 9 (Special Cable to The

Billbogrd) —R. H. Burnside, who pro-
duced Z'he Blue Kitten here in record
time—11 ys—was presented with a

loving cup the Tuesday previous to his
return to Ameriea, betokening the appre-
ciation of the manapgement and cast for
i;‘furnside’s services in the Gaiety produc-
ion.

After the performnanée there was a
supper at which the handsome silver cup.
inseribed with the names of the prin-
cipals and chorus, was given to Burnside
after everyone present had drunk Burn-
side’s health therefrom, .

$250 Prize for New Opera

The California Federation of Music
Clubs, thru its president, Mrs. Lillian
Birmingham, announces that a prize of
$250 will be given for a new one-act
opera in English. All manuscripts are to
be submitted to George McManus, 1075
California street. San Francisco, on ar
before March 25. 1926. It is understood
that the prize has been donated by Mrs.
Cecil Frankel, former president, for thﬁ
composition.

Wells Buys Summer Resort

Richmond, Va., Jan. 8.—Jake Wells.
head of the Wells theatrical interests and
owner of large hotel properties in Hen-
-dersonville, N, has just purchased
J'orest Lodge, a summer resort between
Richmond_and Ashland. It is announced
that Mr. Wells wiil build an addition to
the hotel now standing at Forest Lodge
and install a golf course and varied
amgsements pertaining to a modern re-
sort.

Perlman and Scholl Lease
New B’way Intimate Theater

New York, Jan. 11.—William J. Perl-
man and John J. Scholl have just signed
a 10-year lease on the new intimate thea-
ter being erected by Edward Margolies
at 158 West 44th street. just east of
Broadway. The theater seats approxi-
mately 300 persons and occupies a lot
25 by 100 feet. 'Honest John” Kell?r's
sporting rendezvous formerly occupied
the property.

Tom Powers Buys Home

New York, Jan. 11.—Tom Powers, the
well-known actor, has purchased from
Seaman and Pendergast and Isabel Pell
the residence at 14 Henderson place,
which has been owned by Comtesse
Fanny de Gabriac.
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BROADWAY OPENINGS

January Activities Continue Light, With More Theaters Than
Shows Available---Only Three Premieres This Week---
Four or More‘Due Next Week

EW YORK,

usual January dullness in the matier of new theatrical productions.

Jan. 11.—There is not likely to be any change this year from the

For the

remainder of the month the shows will continue to come into town in small

numbers each week, and
with their spring tryouls,
now been completely relieved—in fact, it
has been practically reversed—and there
gre at present more theaters than attrac-
{ions available. Thig is giving the weak
shows &_chanee to hang on longer than
nsual, Business, however, is none too good
with any of the altractions: except the
yeal big hits, and it is gradually becom-
ing more apparent that the fault lies
,with the excessive number of theaters in
comparison to thé amount of patronage
available.

Only three new shows are on the pre-
exclusive of

miere list for this week, .
Louve and Dcaih, the new bill in the
repertory. of the Aloscow Art Theater

Musical Studio, at Jolson's Theater.

Down Stream, a comedy-drama, by
Alexander Herman and Leslie P.
Tichel, will be presentad tonight by

fhomas Wilkes at the 48th Street Thea-
ter. Roberta Arnold is featured in the
cast. which also includes Rex Cherry-
mian. Paul Harvey. John Ravold. William
Crimmins. Leslie Hunt and Joseph Rob-
jnson. Rollo Lloyd staged the play.
which has been breaking in_on the road
under the titles of Frogs and Pig Iron.

ifello, Lola, a musical comedy. based
on the Booth Tarkington novel, Seventeen,
will be unfolded tomorrow night by the
Shuberts at the 1Zlitinge Theater. Dorothy
Donnally wrote the hook and lyries, Wil-
liam I, Kernell supplied the score dnd
Saymour Felix stuged the dances. while
the cast of principals is made up of
Iédythe Baker, Richard Keene, Jay C.
Flippen. DMarjorie  White, Wynn Rich-
mond, Nannetie Flack, Georgie Stone,
1lsha Cook, Jr.; Ben Hendricks, Bert
Ciardner, Ben Franklin and Margaret
Sullivan.

The Honge of Ussher, by H. V. Ts-
mond, opens Wednesday night at the
Firth Avenue Playhouse, under the man-
agement of the playhouse, in association
with Wainright apd Brennan. lidward
Elsner staged the piece. and in the cast
are Clarence Derwent. Rosalinde TFuller,
Nellig Maleolm, Fairfax Burgher, Jeanne
Powers, Ferdinand Hast, Thoma® McEl-
hany, John Saunders and Wil T. Chat-
terton,

About four or more new attragtions
are in sight for ne:rt week. Those that
are definftely booked include Sweetheart
Time, the new Rufus Le Maire show, now
in Boston, which comes into the Imperial
Theater; Money DBusiness, with  Lew
Pields, scheduled to replace IToudini at
the Nutional; The Dream Play. the next
bill at the Provincetown Playhouse, and
the several times delayed M eakropoulos
Secrct, destined for the Charles Hopking
Theater.

In addition to these attractions there
are possibilities in Move On, The Malinee
Girl and Puppy Love.

Sues Lopez for Commissions

=S

New York, Jan. 9.—A
Vmcejn(:. Lopez. Inc., was instituted this
week in the Third District Municipal
Court by the National! Attractions of
New York, Inc.,, for commissions alleged
to be due them for booking a 20-piece
Lopez band to play at two fairs within
the past few months.

On May 28 last, according to Eugene
S, Bibb. attorney for the plaintiff, his
client received a letter from the Lopez
corporation in which they agreed to pay
the stipulated commissions which amount
1o $500, the amount sued@ for. Sub-
gequently, said the attorney to a RBill-
bourd representative. the hand played at
the two fairs, one at Trenton, N. J.,, on
Suptember 7, the other at Richmond, Va.,
on QOctober 4, and reegived the salarics
due for fulfilling the engagements. But
the National Attractions Compapy, said
I2ibb. has not received the money due
for #s labor and services.

suit against

Paul Swan To Dance

New York, Jan. 11.--Paul Swan, the
dancer, who has not appeared on the
American stage in the last three years.
will be seen in a program of classical
dances at the Central Park Theater on
West 59th street, evenings of the week
of January 18, ineclnding Sunday, Janu-
ary 24, with matinees on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday. Sari Karenyi,
“Whom Swan discovercd in_the San Carlo
Opera. Company. will assist in -the new
dance creations and to augment the pro-
gram Senor Mario Badillo, of Mexico
City, will ‘gl;esent a special dramatization
of Oscar itde’s Birthday of the Infanta,
in shich Hortense Alden, recently seen
n Arabesque and 7The Firebrand, will
play an important role.

this will probably continue until the producers start in
The congestion that prevailed a {ew months ago has

Frederick Kerr iiecovered

New York. Jan, 11—Frederick Kerr,
the well-khiown veteran Inglish actor,
who was seriously hurt in an automobile
accident a few weeks ago when he was
returning to New York from Brooklyn
after a performance of Magda, in which
he was supporting Bertha ka.lich, is
fully recovered and about Broadway
once more. Six of his ribs were broken
in the smash against a pillar of the
elevated structure. -

Richard Pitman of the Jcnie Jacobs
office reports that he has four offers of
parts for Kerr and that he expects to
sign him for one of them this week. Kerr
will not return to the cast of Magda.

Theater Roof Falls

Schenectady. N. Y., Jan. 9.—The cen-
tral portion of the roof of the theater
F. F. Proctor is building here collapsed
this weck. The accident happened at
noon and no one was injured. An area
20 feet square of heavy gypsum blocks
fell 50 feet into the auditorium. where
men had heen working before 'lunch.
Vibration from air riveting machines is
believed to have caused supporting beams
to slide, releasing the roof.

Watson Sisters To Have Own
Show

San Francisco, Jan. 8—The big suc-
cess of the Watson Sisters, Fanny and
Kitty, in Portland and hete is causing
ihem to devote much consideration to a
show of their own which t!)ey are plan-
ning for next season. «While they lave
as vet no vehicle, they have in mind a
laugh-and-cry comedy built around their
present vaudeville sketch.

New Englanders Deplore
“Desire Under the Elms”

New York. Jan. —Jjudging from
various newspaper comments and
verbal reports, the Wugene O'Neill
drama of New Iingland, Desive Undir
the Elms. has nol made very much
of a hit with the Necw Bnglanders
themselves. Tn faect, it is quite gen-

erally deplored that, in all New #n-
glina, a0 rieh in historic interest and
arong whose hills and valleys many
of the world’s greatest benefactors
have hewn reared, nothing more
whowsbme eould be found on which
to buill a romance for the stage.

I? The People's Forum of The New
Hafen Jowrnal-Cowrier dated January
8, a “New Kngland Motfier” takes a
particularly strong rap at the O'Neill
play, stating that it is neither true
nor typical of New Iingland life 75
years ago, that it is as tawdry as ils
title suggests and that it can neither
point 2 moral nor adorn a tale.

. Theater Folk Sail

New York. Jdan. 9.—Arch Selwyn
sailed for London today on the Leviathan
to complete arrangements to bring to this
country= Cochrane’s revue. Sfill
Dancing, which is now the reigning hit
in the Inglish capital. e ulso plans
a trip to the continental theatrical cen-
ters in search of more scenic finery.
novelty numbers and special acts and
skits before importing the revue.

Other theatrical folk who sailed on the
Leviathan are Mr. and Mrs. Irving Ber-
lin, Guy Croswell Smith, European gen-
eral manager for United Artists. and Mrs.
Smith; Fred Niblo. producer. and his
wife; Charles IZyton production manager
in Iurope of Famous Playvers-Lasky
Corp., and Mrs, Eyton: Sir Hugh Ward,
theatrieal producer in Australia; George
White, Milton Y. FRrnst, E, Ray_ Goetz,
S. (oldsmmith. D. Sutton, Mrs. Caroline
Rothstein, Florence Morrison and Fay
Marbe.

Shuberts Buy Tenements

New York. Jan. 11.—J. J. and Lee
Shubert have *purchased a hlock of
tenements at 995 to 999 I'irst avenue
from the Schulte Realty Company and
the houdes at 3, 4 and 5 Mitchell Place
from the scpurate owners. They will is-
sue no statement as to what they propose
to do with the property.

 DRAMATIC CLUB ACTIVITIES

Drama-Comedy Club

New York., Jan. 9.—Drama-Comedy,
TEdyth Totten, president, will have first
matince of the new year January 15 at
the Grand Ballroom, Eotel Astor, open-
ing at 1:30 prompt with a memorial to
Mrs. Clarence Burns, president of the
Little Mother’s Aid Association and a
member of Drama-Comedy. The guests
of honor will be the executive board of
the Little Mother’s Aid, the _Natlonal
Society of Founders, the executive board
of the New York City Federation Hotel,
the president and board of New Yorkers
and Amy Wren, president of the Press
Club. The Fique Choral will smg, with
Carl Fique at the organ; Channing Pol-
lock will pay a tribute to Mrs. Burns,
also Mary Garret Hay; BEmme Maak
will give an original poem and Eugene
Scudder. of the Princess Flavia Com-
pany, will sing Therc Is No Death. At
3.30 the Broadway star program will in-
clude an act from dlias the Deacon, now
playing at the Hudson Theater, with
Burton Churchill, Frances Underwood
and company; a spring fashion show
fram Best & Company, the Carter-Wad-
dell Dancers in a new énsemble and an
act from Merry Merry. with Marie Saxon,
Harry Puck and company, of the Lrle
Dale Andrews Vanderbilt Theater.

The annual birthday banguet of
Drama-Comedy will be held February
14. All reservations close February 1.

A private dance will be given by the
president January 22 at the Hotel Astor
in honor of officers and chairmen of
Drama-Comedy and their escorts.

A colonial ball will be held on Wash-
ington’s Birthday, February 22, at the
Astor by reguest of the men members of
Drama-Comedy.

The Theater Club, Iac.

The Theater Ciub, Ine, Mra. Albert
A. Snowden, president, saw The Enemy
Thursday afternoon, January 7, thru the
arrangement of Mrs. Belle K. Harlam,
chairman of matinees. The play was
discussed by the -club at a later meet-
ing, held Tuesday afternoon, January 12,
at the Hotel Astor, Mrs. Agnes Slight
Turnbull acting as chairman of discus-

10n. -

Reservations for the annual dinner-
dance to. be held by the Theater Club
Wednesday, January 20, are being made
thru the chairman, Mrs. Louis S. Weber,
of Liherty road, Englewoed, N. J. Mrs.

James Stanley Royce is preparing a pro-
gram of professional talent for the social
day, Tuesday, January 26.

Theater Club

Mrs. Bsther L. Leigh, chairman of the
Prize-Play Contest, inaugurated January
1 by the Century Theater Ciub, of which
Mrs. Arthur Clifton Dyer is president,
announces 2 prize of $2,000 for the best
play of three or more acts by an Ameri-
can author. The club has a member-
ship of 500 and was founded in 1304 by
Jean Rosenfeld, Grace Gayler Clark and
Edith BEllis in the interest of the drama
and for the encouragement of American

Century

dramatists, Meetings are held from Oc-
tober to. May, Hotel Commodore, New
York.

Those desiring further details are in-
vited to write Mrs. Esther L. Leigh, 697
West IEnd avenue, New York City.

This club met Friday afternoon, Janu-
ary 8, when a discussion of The Enemuy
was led by Mrs. Lorraine Culver Trues-
dell, chairman of criticism. George Mid-
dleton lectdred on play production.

National Opera Club

Mrs. E. H. Cahil), club editor, and Carl
Figue, choral director, have prepared an
excellent program for the next operatic
concert of National Opera Club, of which
Mrs, Clarence R. Meeks is acting presi-
dent. The concert is schedujed for
Thursday evening, January 1%, with a
dance to_follow.

-Mme. Katherine Evans Von Klemmer,
president and founder of the National
Opera Club, is now touring Kurope and
the Orient.

Drama Study

The Drama Study Club. of which
Lillie N. Selig is president, met at the
Hotal Astor last Friday afternoon. Riva
Stein was in charge of program.

The Theoria .

By the time this issue comes from
press The Theoria, Mrs. Arnetta Wood,
president, will have held a2 luncheon and
matinee, scheduled for January 13, at
the Hotel Astor, followed by a matinee
party. The play selected was Fasy Come,
Basy Go. with Otto Kruger, at the Bilt-
more Theater, New York. The same club
will attend a performance of The Buiter
and Egg Man, featuring Gregory Kelly,
Tuesday evening, January 19.

What Is Spoken Play
When'_s_et to Music?

Chicago Showmen Think They
See All Musical Shows of Fu-
ture With Plots To
Escape Tax

Chieago, Jan. 9.—That all future musi-
cal shows mily be written around a more
or less deftnite plot in order ta excape
the new federal tax law is the opinion
of several Chicago showmen., A group
of them talked about it In a booking
agent’s office this week. They think
the radical adjustments in admlission
taxes will make changes in different
types of shows.

ne of the showmen had a small
clipping from the federal tax law pertain-
ing to taxation of admissions to the
drama which read:

“As used in this subdivision, the term
‘legitimate spoken drama’ means a
spoken play, whether or not so set to
music or with musical parts or accom-
paniments. which is a conrecutive narra-
tive interpreted by a single set of char-
acters all necessary for the develon-
ment of the plot, in fwo or more acts,
the performance consuming more than
one hour and 45 minutes of time; but
such term does not include a burlesque,
revue or extravaganza.”

Another showman remarked that this

paragraph from the tax law seems to
mean that when onc¢ goes to Sec Pigs.
Rain or The Dore he will pay no tax

after the new law becomes effective.
He also thought that a patron of the
Ziegfeld Folties will pay his little tithe
to the government and. warming wup to
the subject, 3verred that a theatergoer
who wants to see The Studenut Prinee
will pay for his ticket only because il
is a play set to music. About Al Jol-
son’'s Big Boy, Eddie Cantor's Kid Rools
and Castles in the Air. the speaker
wasn't so sure. The others agreetl that
in their opinion all three will escape the
tax. All figured that George White's
Scandals and Greemwvich Village Follles
will be taxed.

Therefore those riscussing the sub-
ject. each representing tany years in
the business, believe that hereafter tha
musical shows will acquire plots and
become musical plays. If so,.this will put
& dent in the whole revue form of en-
tertainment. but the sages In session
pointed out that the revue is three-
quarters dead anvway and, so far as
substance is concerned, never had any
excuse for being born.

Civic Music Association
Holds Third Annual Meeting

Abour 100 Delegates From the East and
Midwest in Session at New Palmer
House

Chicago, Jan. 9. — The third annual
conference of the Civie Musie Association
was held at tife Palmer House this week
—Friday and Saturday—and discussed
the problemms that arise in the laudable
attempts to develop lecal musical talent.
There were about 100 delegates in at-
terdance, the visitors coming from tbe
Eastern and Mid-West States.

The session was opened TFriday by
Dema ¥. Harshbarger. of Chicago, presi-
deng and general manager of the asso-
ciation, who gave an address of welcome
and then turned the meeting over to Mrs.
J. F. Hill, of Memphis. president of the
Tennessee Association of Music Clubs,
who presided.

During the afternceon Giorgio Polacco,
musical _director of the Chicago Civic
Opera Company. spoke before the con-
vention on How To Listen to Grand
Opera. He was followed by Clara 'f8.
Laughlin, musicologist. who spoke on the
historical background of Aadrea Chrnier,
the opera that wasx attended by the dele-
gates at the Anditorium last night.

The delegates greatl enjoyed iha
night perforamance, an he stars in
Andrea Chenier were Muzio, Lenska.

-Marshall, Mcjlea. Formichi and Trevisan,

with Mr. Polacco conducting.

Samuel Insull, head of the Chicago
Civic Opera Association, addressed the
convention today at the noon luncheon ol
the Civic Music convention. He spoke on
the progress of the Chicago Civic Opera
Company and encouraged those who were
seek ng to dcvelop the Jocal talent in
their different localities.

The delegates went to see Heradiade
at the Auditorium at the matinee today.
Van Gordon, Fernand and Ansseau were
among the stars. {

The meeting, which adjourned before
the trip to the Auditorium., was an ex-
change ‘of ideas and a discussion of the
problems that arise in community music
development,

In “The Dream Play”

New York, Jan. 11.—Mary Fowler and
Stanley Howlett have been added to the
cast of The Drgam Play by August
Strindberg. mow in rehearsal at the
Provincetown Playhouse, where the play
will open January 20.
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OLIVER MOROSCO
Announces 2 New Comedy Along Some-
what Different Lines, Xntitled

HEAD FIRST

By Willis Maxwell Goodhue
THE COARAQTERS
(A8 You Meet Them)
Fraok Reckwith .......... ...... Louis Kimbnll
Anne Heckwith . .......Seima Paley
Dtana Crothera .Curolyne MeLean
Lllyan Joyce Murton Vantine

Jacob 8tein Hyron Beasley
Fenella .. ... Ruth Easton
Danle) Joy .Kennetly Burten

ce :

ACT I-Iirst Eplsod: An Apsrtment on Ir-
ving Place, New York Citv, April, 1928, Satur-
day Afternoon, Second Episode: Private Ofiice
#t Mason’y. Monday Morning.

(Two minntey wait between First and Second
Epleodes.)

ACT 11—The Irving Dlace

ACT III-—The S8ame. 1925

If Willis Maxwell Goodhue had a_good
sense of bumor he could have made an
excellent comedy out of Head First, But
he elected to take his subject seriously
and the result is more tedious than
entertaining.

Jusgt what the main theme of the play
is about, or what it attempts to prove,

Apartment. 1924,

the exposition does not gquite make clear. -

It may be the ability of women to re-
place men in the business world, or the
big part that sex plays in commercial
deasngs, or the economical or psycho-
logical reasons for giving preference to
youth—especially feminine youth—in erm-
playing store labor. - Then again the
author may sSimply be trying to show
that braing rank above the lefi side of
the chest In the matter of promoting
domestic felioity.

Anyway the present story is about a
hushand who, after working for seven
venrs as a file clerk in a department
store, i3 fired because he lacks the
abliity to advance himself. His wifa
contrives to have the same job conferred
upen her and in a short time she he-
comes the right-hand support of the head
of the organization, while hubby is re-
instated and tolerated in an insignificant
capacity. This creates a barrier hetween
the coupls and eventually they separate,
{he woman mpparently intending to team
up with her employer and thé anan a?-
parently resigned io the companionship
of & homely girl who §s crazy in love
with him.

Here is what's the matter with the

play:

First of all the author does not estab-
lish the proper sympathy for his- chief
characters. You can't sympathize with
the husband and hils predicament because
he is such a husky and boisterous fellow
that he ought to be kicked. for working
at a file clerk’s job for seven long years.
Even at the end of the play, when he has
crawled out of his groove and made
something better of himself—as a part-
ner in a.garbage-coliecting firm—it is
hard to rejoice with him because he was
a sap so long. As for the wife, the lit-
tle sympathy that goes out to her in the
first act, where she radiates the virtues
of constant love, loyalty and domesticity,
is killed by the change that takes place
in her attitndé toward her husband when
she becomes a big business woman.

Secondly, the dialog is mostly very
commonplace, trite and often unneces-
sarily coarse. Too much time is spent in
saying things that are obvious enough to
be left unsaid in a stage presentation.
This preponderance of talk over action
causes things 10 plod along at a rather
weary gait. The ftirst act is at least 20
minutes too long, and most of the matter
that precedes the situation in the last
few minutes of this act could be dis-
pensed with to advantage. Another
thing that tends to slow up the perform-
ance ia the dinner scene in the last act.
Why must authors always drag in_these
eating and drinking scenes in order to
provoke a little comedy or kill a lot of
thne¢? The tea business in the first act
is equally unnecessary. Worn-nut con-
trivances of this kind. except when thiy
ave absolutely relevant to the action,
only indicate the author’s lack of re-
source and ingenuity. The sume applies
to the frequent use of the telephone.

Then the stage entrances ares very
poorly timed. In one jnstance the store
president, in concluding a %alk over thae
telephane, asks that his secretary bae
sent in, and she appears even before he
has hung up the recelver. On another
occasion one member of the cast exits
and another enters thru the same door,
all within three seconds, yet they are
not supposed to have seen each other.

Finally, in addition to not proving any
partioular point clearly enoungh for it
to be recogniged, the play leaves several
things unsettled. For instance, the
uitimate fate of both the wife and the
husband §s not definitely set forth. If
the conclusion is that the wife will go
with her boss and the husband will
smarry the girl who has barely interested
him up to this point. the author ought
to make the facts more decigive. O

counrse, the audience is not really in sym-

pathy with such an outcome, bscause tha
author has not worked up the proper
sympathy for that kind of a solution,
Another point left to conjecture is tha
relation between thé wife and her boss.
The husband and others frequently in-
timate an affair between them, but thera

is nothing to prove whether or not this,

is so. This point should be made clear,
It i one of the things the audience
particularly wants to know.

There is not a great deal to comment
upon in the acting. Considering the
technical discrepanciles In this dramatic
work the players even deserve more than
ordinary credit for the slneerity and
reality that they bumpart to their roles.

Louis Kimball is the husband who pays
for his luck of gumption by losing his
wife. When you come right down to
plain facts it Is an awful part to wish
on a healthy actor. Nevertheless, Klm-
ball puts himseif behind the role and
delivers it with g bang.

Selma Paley is equally conseientious as
the wife whose ideas about life, love
and living with her husb:ind undergo a
change <hen she discovers that ghe
possesses remarkable business ability. In
the second act considerable fuss is made
by the merchant, Jacob Stein, over tho
fact that the woman's success is largely
due to the faet that she knows how to
wear clothes. It is doubtful, however,
if 1nany of the feminine members of thq
audience wiil find the evidence that is
before them sufficient to justify this
claim,

Byron Beasley gives an exceptionally
able performance as the illiterate depart-
ment-store president with an apparently
harmless penchuant for young and well-
dressed women employees, and Marion
Vantiizte, ax his sienographer, who is
secretly in love with the neglectrd hus-
baud. also does very well with her part.

Carolyne Melean is quite good izt the
role of a chatty neighhor, Ruth liustan
plays the brief part of a maid with un-
uswal propriety and intelligence, and
Kenneth Burton is likable in a juvenila
role.

The settings are attractive enough, but
the direction has not added eny values

to the play.
DON CARLE GILLETTE.

| What N. Y. Critics Say |
‘Head First”

(Greonwich Village Thoator)

AMERICAN: “"The long and somewhat tor-
tuons, way of pointless debate appenred to ob-
strict the goal.’'—Alan Dale.

TIMES: “A mesiuge of hope and cheer for
all whe are heavy ladem, . . . Belohgs rather
to the written than to the spoken word.”—J,
Brooks Atkinsom,

HBERALDTRIBUNE: ‘‘Just another earnest
error.”’—Perey Hammond, *

WORLD: ‘‘An ingenitons drama’’.--Alexander
Woollcott,

TELEGRAM: “A poky and prosy play”.—
¥rank Vreeland.
. SUN: “Futile and mediocre.””—Qilbert W, Ga-
riel. )

MORE NEW PLAY REVIEWS
ON PAGE 43

" The Billboard

3,000 Attend Opening
Of Newark, N. Y., House

Newark, N. Y., Jan. 9. — More than
3,000 people attended the opening of the
Capitol Theater here on New Year's Eve.
The prograin started with an overture by
a seven-piece orchestra from Geneva, fol-
lowed by speeches by cily officlals and
heads of various frateinal organizations.

The house is owned by the Schine The-
atrical Company, of Gloversville, and is
one in a chain of nearly 30 in New York
State. It is estimated that the theater
cost $250,000, which does not include the
$20,000 expended for uan organ.

F. 8 R. To Present
Vaude. in Theaters

Minneapolis, Minn., Jan, %-—Theodore
L. Hays, gencral manager of the IMinkeil-
stein & Rnben theater interests, control-
ling about 80 houses in the Northwest.
announced this week that vaudeville acts
presented in Twin Citles theaters operated
by the organization will be rauted to as
many houses on the circuit as stage
facilities will permit.

At the present time vaudeville is being
vsed in Duluth. Superior, Brainerd, Vir-
ginia, Hibbing, St. Cloud, Mankato, Aus-
tin, Rochester and Winona, but under the
new arrangement, effective about Septem-
ber 1, Fargo, Grand Forks,-Mandan, Eau
Claire. Aberdeen. Sioux Falls, ¥uron and
Mitchell also will be included.

Road shows will be routed to St. Cloud,
Mankato, Austin, Rochester, Aberdeen
and Sioux Falls. S. D., and Fargo, Grand
Forks and Bigmarck, N. D,

BROADWAY CLOSINGS

New York, Jan. 11.—The only closings
last Saturday night were The Poor Nut
at the 48th Street, which goes on tour
alter & good run, and Mrs. Insull in The
School for Scandal at the Eltinge.

Rose-Marie will end its long engage-
ment at tha Imperial this coming Sat-
urday, and In a Gardern. with Laurette
Taylor, will cloge at the Plymouth at the
same time.

A erchants of Glory, at the Guild Thea-
ter, will probably close January 23.

Fund Benefit
Set* for February 2

Actors’

New York, Jaun. 11.—The 24th annual
benefit performance of the Actors’ Fund
of America Jis announced for Jolson's
Theater the afternocon of Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 2. Numbers are already being
prepared by the Lambs, Friars and other
artigts’ Clubs, as well as by the Catholic,
Ipiscopal and Jewish Theatrical Guilds.

Kentucky Governor Asks -
For State Luxury Tax

Frankfort, Ky, Jan. 9.-—Among the
recommendations made to the general
assembly _of Kentucky this week by
Governor Fields was one providing for
a luxury tax to be imposed upon theater
tickets, bottle@ soft drinks, etc. The addi-
tional revenue ‘would be diverted to the
State institution fund

'SHOWS UNDER WAY

New York, Jan, 11.—The productions
Wwhich_have been announced te Open in
New York within the fortnight are listed
in another column under the head of
Broadway Openings. Developients amnong
other produnclions under way for a show-
ing on Broadway in the near future are
recorded as follows:

The Love City (Sessue Hayakawa) is

playing at the Balasco Theater in Wash-
inwton this week. It will reach New
York hefore the end of the month after
i rtnv changes have been made in the
cast.
Naughty Riguette (Shubsris) beging
an engagement at the Shuhert Theater in
Philadelphia. Tuture Dbookings are In-
definite. Mitzi is starring and Alexander
Grn}' heads the supporting cast,

The Kid Ifimself (Dow ln}g{ & Anhalt)
is working toward New York. It reaches
Wilmington tonight and is expected on
Broadway within & fortnight. William T.
Tilden II, Marjorle Daw and Willlam
Quinn head the cast. »

The Judge’s Husbanud (Shuberts) opens
an indefinite engagement tonight at the
Ly#ic 'Theater in Philadelphia. William
Hodge is starving. a

Close Quarters (George C. Tyler)
makes its bow tonight at the National
Theater jn.Washington. It will be shown
at the Princess Theater in TorOnto next
week and then either move into Chicago
or New York. An all-star cast iIs being
presented.

The Maelstrom (Henry Miller in asso-
ciation with
tonight in Stamford. New London and
Worcester will occupy the rest of this
week and the Windsor Theater in the

‘W. Herbert Adams) opens.

Bronx, New York, has been booked for
next week. The piece will have its
Br‘aa.dwa.y premisre January 25, possibly
at'the Henry Miller Theater,

Reainbow Rose {(George Macfarlane) is
holding forth in Hartford and Spring-
field this week. Several changes iu the
cast are to be made beforesthe piecc is
ready for Broadwuy. It is booked for the
Apolle Theater in Attantic City next week
and Werba'’s Brooklyn the week of Janu-

ary 25.

;‘hr Mraiden Voyege (Ned Wayburn).
fornv rly oalled [Zoneymoon Cruise, be-
xlns a three weeks’ engagement tonight
at the Chestnut Street Opera House in
Philadelphia after which it will be
brought to New York.

Captain Fury (Russell Janney) is now
in Buffalo. It will move on to Detroit
next Monday and then go into Chicago
for a run, Otis Skinner is starring.

Love 'Em and Leave 'Em (Jed Harris
will make its bow in Iaston January 22,
‘The following week will be spent in At-
lantic City and the plece will reach New
York February 1.

Suzanne {(John Cort) will open at the
Windsor Theater in the Bronx, New
York, January -25. ®Broadway will see
the musical comedy shortly thereafter.

Up the Line (Richard Herndon) will
make its debut in Stamford January 29
and will spend the following week in

Springfield and ¥Hartford. It is due on
Broadway February 8.

Little E;?mf (William A. Brady. Jr..
& D. D. Wiman) will be presented at\he
Guild Theater here for a series of special

(Continued on page 96)
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Radio Copyright
?ﬁ]_] Introduced

Dill Measure Calls for Reasonable
Royalties to Copyright Owners
X From Broadcasters

‘Washington, Jan. 11—Senator C. C.
Dill, of Washington, today introduced in
the Senate ‘his new radio copyright bill.
It proposes to make copyrighted music
available to all radio Ilsteners hy enabl-
ing radid broadéasters to reproduce such
musle by puaying reasonable royalties to
the copyright owners. . The copyrigh
owner may refuse permission to broad-
cast his production, but if he gives this
permission to_ one broadcasting station
@gxen all broadcasting stations may usa
i

The composer or publisher may author-
ize any station or stations to use his
production free of charge, or he may fix
a royalty less than the maximum fixed
by law, but if no such agreement is made
then the broadcaster may nse the music
b( paying the maximum royalty. ''This
bill.” said Senator Dill, *‘fully protects the
music producer. Each broadeaster must
keep a wrjtten record of all programs
open for inspeetion. Opn request he must
furnish indnthly statements under oath
to the copyright holder. ¥e must also
notify the owvnerfof the copyrighted music
by registered mall. Any attempt to de-
fraud the composer or publisher will be
punished by the courts. and the caurts
may require the fillng of a hond to eom-
ne! payment pf the fees mentioned.

“The enactment of this lcgislation will
bring order out of chaos so far as the
use of copyrighted music by radio is
cencerned. The broadcaster “will know
exactly what his music will cost him, the
copyright holder will have a definite,
royalty for each broadecasting of hig
work, all broadeasting stations can
fm'r.nsh. any copyrighted music to all
radio listeners as soon as it is available
io any ,broadcaster and the copyright
G\vner.cﬁn notify all broadcasters that
any piece of music is not available to
radio broadeasting, by filing a nolice
with the copyright office. Tt simply an-
plies the principles enacted in the eopy-
right law of 1909 for.fixed royaliics for
phonograph records of copyrightcd musie,
to radio broadcasting of sugh musie. It
is fair to broadcasters, just to the com-
posers, and in tha Interest of radio
listeners.” _

Senator Dill added that hc had pur-
posely left the amount of the royalty
blank in order that it might be recom-
mented the patents committee and
finally determined by Congress after full
hearings and careful consideration.

Catholic Actors’ Guild
First 1926 Meeting

New York, Jan. 11.--The first ineeting
of the Catholic_Actors’ Guild this year
will be held Friday afternoon in the
Biltmore Theater, with Second Vice-Presi-
dent Frederick H. Timns presiding, it i
announced. Following the usual brief
business meeting, reporting the Guild's
activities during the past month, the third
of the series of lectures arranged this
year by the Guild for young actors and
actresses will be delivered by Wilton
Lackeye, now appearing In The Monkey
Talks, His topic will be Makeup and Its
Uses. Following the talk, a few concert
numbers will be presented for the entcr-
tainment of the members.

The meeting will close with a scene
from the play. Easy Caome, Basy Go, in
which Otto Kruger and Victor Moore will
appear. The play has been selected as
the Guild’s play for the month of Janu-

ary.

Definite announcement concerning the
Gujld's 12th annual benefit performance,
to be held at the Manhattan Opera House
February 14, will be made during -tho
meeting.

Notables To Appear at
Dinner to Nathan .Jonas

New York. Jan. 9.—Giuseppi Bambo-
schek. conductor of the Metropolitan
Opera Company, and Maximillian Pilzar,

American violinist and composer, this
week agreed to appear at a dinner ten-
dered by the Jewish Hospital of Brook-
lyn to Nathan S. Jonas at the Biltmors
Hotel next Saturday. The affair. which
promises to be one of the great social
events of the season in the boro. will be
attended b representative men and
women of all walks of life who are eager
to do honor to Brooklyn’s phiianthropist.
Plizer will lead an orchestra of 30 men
which will supply the music for the
dancing after the dinner.

_ Child Given Maintenance

New York, Jan. 9.—According to an
order signed by Surrogate O'Brien Thyrs-
day, Ann Rosenberg, infant anddaugh-
ter of Henry Rosenberg. late theatrical
manager, can use for her maintenance
and support for the year $2,500 from the
property hejd in trust for her. The child
is a niece of Walter Reade. the theatrical
manager. and a grandniece of Csoar
Hammerstein.
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N and provide for ice skating,
crected on & pite in the Journal

cost of $7,000,000.
sylvania Railroad fracks,
two prominent thorofares of the New
York suburb. Kerbaugh, engineer
and contractor. owns the property, which
hus been leared to Charles C. Tracey, of
35 Broad street, New York, who acted
for the Journal Square (Gardens, Inc., the
name by which the arena will be known.
The site is valued at $2,500,000, and the
Jease has a run of 21 years at an annual
rentaldof $115,000, with privilege to re-
new for two similar periods at rentals
to be determined by appraisal of the
value of the properdy at the end of eachs
term. Plans have been drawn by C.
Howard Crane and Kenneth Franzheim.

The completed structure will be 110
feet high, and house, in addition to the
pallroom and ice skating floor, a~base-
ment for parking automobiles, clubrooms
and a plant for the manufacture of ice.
The seating capaeity of thé arena svill
be 14,000, and its dimensigns 324 by 200
feet. John Milton, of New York, arranged
the lease transaction, and the firm of
Everett, Clarke & Benedict, also of New
York, represented the owner, who is said
to be financially interested in the project.
Mayor Hague, of Jersey City, who was
re-elected /'this year by a large plurality
and is @a leader |in his municipality-
against the blue-law forces, which have
and are making valiant efforts to close
up the county on Sunday, io reported to
be lending his mioral support to the en-
terprise.  'When completed and opened the
Journal Square Garden is expected to be
a thing of beauty and immensity second
only to the new Madison Square Garden
n New York.

’

Shuberts’ Actors’ Theater
And Sam Golding in
Rental Disagreement

New York, Jan. 11.—The Shuberts and
the Actors’ Theater have applied for an
injunction to prevent Samuel Ruskin
Golding. author and producer, and Helen
MacKellar, star of Open House. from
continuing at the Criterion Theater on
the ground~” that the show previous to
moving intp its present location fromi
Dxly's 63d Street Theater had contracted
to move inta the Comedy Theater.

Golding contends that while he did
sign an agreement Dccember 31 for the
Comedy, the contract ivas to have been
dellvered to him the next morning with
the added signature of a representative
for the Shuberts, but that the papers
were not delivered umntil January 4, the
day on which the show was to take
possession of its new home. 1

Meanwhile Golding entered into an
agreement with the Frohman Company
for the more favorably located Criterion.
The case came up this morning in Part
1 of the Supreme Court and was post-
poned to 10 o'cloek Thursday, at which
time it is understood Golding will lay
bare - “the evils of the theater booking
system on Broadway”. e

An interesting item in connection with
the controversy is that when renting its
playhouse to Golding the Actors’ Theater
also agreed to lend him the services of
their press representative, Robert Sparks,
for the run of the play and a contract
was made to this effect. Colding is now
obliged to live up to this contract, which
means that the Actors’ Theater wlill save
the salary of the publiclty man during
the time that the organization has no
play running. C

The Playshop To Favor
American Playwrights

New York, Jan. 11.—The P!u(gvshop! a
new oprganization dedicated to fostering
the efforts of the American playwright,
begins a limited engagement at_the 53
Street Theater January 25 with Not Her-
bert, a play by Howard I. Young, author
of March g;l, whiceh was tried out on the
Toad last season. but which never reached
New York.

_ The cast, headed by Clarke Silvernail,
includes Neil Pratt. Gates, Clara
Palmer and Florence Peterson.

Among those who have pledged their
upport to the new venture are Denman
Maley, Stephen Maley, Isabel Leighton,
na James, Ethel Intropedi; Antolnette
erry. Arthur Edwin Krows.

AS explained by Sanford E. Stanton,
ormerly manager for Wogenhals &
per, and now serving in the samec
apacity for the new organization, The
{Continued on page
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The plot on which it will stand
and will front on Hudson Boulevard and Cottage streef,
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IMMENSE ARENA WILL BE
ERECTED IN JERSEY CITY

Cost of Structiire.To Be Located in Journal Square Section Estimated
at $7,00,000---Seating Capacity 14,000---Will House
Large Ballroom and Provide for Various
Exhibitions and Ice Skating

EW YORK, Jan. 11.—A pretentious arena which will house a large ballroom
as well as boxing and other exhibitlions, is to be
Square section of Jersey City. at an estimated

ig directly narth of the Penn-

SCHWARTZ CIRCUIT
HOUSES' UNDER WAY

Ali\Expected To Be Complete and Open Be-
fore End of Year

New York, Jan. 11.-—A large theater
site at 212th street and Jamaleca avenue,
Queens, has been purchased by A, 3
Schwartz, head of the Schwartz Circuit,
and a large theater with a seating ca-
pacity of 2,500 will be erected, it is -an-
nouneced from the New York office of the
organization. . -

This theater forms another link in the
chain recently announced by the Schwartz
Circuit, of which half down are now
under actual econstruction.” The first two
of the new chain of theaters now under
construction, one at Avenue U and Coney
Isiand avenue, the other at Kings high-
way and Flatbush avenue, both in the
Flatbush section of Brooklyn, are rapidly
going utp and it is expected they will be
ready for opening next Labor Day.

In the houses in Flushing and Free-
port, k. L. the foundation work is almost
completed and mason and steel work will
begin some time this month, while in
Huntington, Port Washington and Corona,
all on Long Island, excavation will start
before ¥February 1, it belng planned to
have all houses opened by the first of
next year.

A. H. Schwartz left shortly after the
helidays for his annual fishing trip to
Long Key, Fla. ’

Kornblum’s New Musical Play

Will Be Produced in Los Angeles March 7°

With Lon Holiz Featured

New York, Jan. 11.—I B, Kornblum,
well known in Pacific Coast theatricals
and composer of several Broadway tnu-
sical pleces, has been in New York for
the last several weeks quietly preparing
for the production of a new musical play
which he will present in association with

i and. HS Rouda at the Maswn
Theater, lL.os Angeleg, Calif., March
7. 'The piece is now called Patsy, but
will probably be renamed owing to the
fact that a comedy of similar name is
now playing at the Booth Theater here,
Kornbluin composed the score of the
new offering, while Clifford Grey and
E. Magnus Ingleton supplied the book
and lyrics. With a view to making it
one of the finest productions ever pre-
sented on the Coast Kornblum has en-
gaged David Bennett and Bertram Har-
rison to stage the dances and book, Te-
spectively, and the two directors will
leave for the Coast shortly. Lou Holtz
will be featured as the principal come-
dian in the show, and Alan ¥Edwards,

Gerald Oliver Smith and Nita Martan

also are to be in the cast.

Following its Los Angeles run the play
will be shown in San Francisco and then
brought to New York.

Equity Pays ‘“Move On” Cast

New York, Jan.|11.—The Actors’ Equity
Association was obliged to act 28 pay-
master for the Move On Company at
Louis F. Werba's Brooklyn Theater last
week, The show has a salary lst of
$1,600 and Equity pald the cast $1,320,
the dQifference reprcsenting advances that
had been made to various players. It is
probable that FEquity will have to do
the honors again this week. FRdward A.
Miller, publisher of The Metropolitan
Guide, is sponsor of the production, and
those who have witnessed the play out of
town declare it hasn’t much of a chance
on Broadway.

Gleason and Armstrong ’
To Appear in London

New York, Jan 11.—James Gleason
and Robert Armstrong. leading players
in the orlginal company of Is'Zat *So?,
will sail for London In about two weeks
to appear in the English production of
the comedy success. Richard Taber, who
collaborated with Gleason on the play,
and Hale Norcross will replacé Gleasgon
and Armstrong in lhe company at the
Central Theater. Taber and Norcross
are now appearing in the Chicago com-
pany, whigh closes next Saturday night.

KAISER FILM HISSED
BY BRITISH VETS.

London, Jan. 9.-—A motion picture
showing the ex-Kaiser both as the
resplendent war lord of tbe old days
and as the exile at Doorn was hissed
off the screen by an audience of
British war veterans at Shefffeld.

Similarly at Northampton, the pic-
ture was greeted with cries of “Take
it off. It’s a disgrace.” One theater
manager in the provinces received
an anonymous letter stating that if
hig theater showed the film the screen
would be ‘*‘riddled with bullets.”

The pleture was produced by the
former IKKaiser himself from his own
scenario.

Equity Pays Salaries
. Of “Give and Take"”

Boston, Jan. 11.—The Actors’ Edquity
Association in New York had to be called
unon to forward money with which to pay
off Louis Mann's supporting company in
Give and Take, which closed last Satur-
day néizht after a run of two weeks at the
Now YPark Theater. The show had been
on tour about two months under the
management of W. L. Lawrence and had
gone as far south as New Orleans before
coming up this way.

In the local engagement Mann, who
wag starred, failed to attract sufficient
business to pay the players and the
Equity deputy last Thursday Informed
his a#ssociation that there would not be
enough money to pay off the company
when' it closed, and Friday Bquity tele-
graphed the sum of %912, which was taken
out of the bond of $968 posted by the
show management.

The company was thereby enabled to
return to New York without delay or
inconvenience. Mann's salary, however,
was not included in the amount wired by
Equity, as the star is a Fidelity member
and thersfore is not entitled to any pro-
tection or benefits from Equity, so he
will have to do his own collecting if mon-
ey is duse him.

Quick Deal for “Soﬁg
Of Flame” in England

New York, Jan. 11.—In one of the

quickest theatrical deals on record Lee
Jiphraim, who is sald to be associated
with the X¥nglish producer, Sir Alfred

Butt, last weck closed a deal with
Arthur Hamunerstein for the I.ondon
production of t new Hammerstein op-
eratic ptece, Song of the Flame, now run-
ning at the 44th Street Theater. Eplhraim
arrived hetre last Thursday, saw the
show that same night, negotiated with
the producer and his lawyers the fol-
lowing day, and the matter was settled
in time for Iphraim te sail for home
Suturday. dith Day, now singing In
Rose-Marie in London, is mentioned as
ihe possible prima donna for the English
production of Sowng of the Flame.

‘Theater Manager Asks
Equity To Collect a
$114 Printing Bill
New York, Jan. 11.—Sam W. Tappan,

manager of the Grand Opera House,
Helena, Ark.,' upon learning that the

Actors’ Equity Association had forwarded -

the money to bring back the stranded
Gingham Girl Company from the West,
wrote the association asking if it could
assist him in the collection of a bill
amounting to $114 which the show owes
him for vrinting. Daniel Kussel is eX-
pected to be heard from next, as it is
understood he has a lot of royalties com-

ing to hiin from the same production.

West Coast Impresario
‘SeeKs Big Musical Show

New York, Jan. 11.—Edward C. Smith,
the West Coast impresario, is in town
negotiating for an attraction with which
to open the New I3 Capitan Theater
which is being bulit in Hollywood by
C. E. Jobermunu. The playhouse is said
to be a $1,000,000 enterprise. Smith has
leased ft for 20 ydars and plans to open
it April 19 with a big musical production
from the East. This production. which
is Lo be transporied to California Intact,
will be followed by a series of Broadway
successes, according 1o present plans.

GIVING THREE SHOWS
A DAY AT MIAMI

Miami, Fla., Jan. 9.—Musical produc-
tions are now beginning to make Miami
and in order to take care of the business
are crowding in three performance a day,
matinee and two at night. Seven per-
formances were given the last three days
of this week at the Fairfax Theater by
the @recmwich Village Follies with Ray-
niond Hitcheock. . Incidentally the show
was given a severe panning in The Daily
Ncws.

\ theater
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Famous Plans To
Control All Movie
Houses in the U. S.

New York, Jan. 11.—~The ultimatc con-
solidation of all the 3.000 first-run mo-
tion picture theaters in the United States
into one huge organtzation, under the
control of the Famous Playvers-Lasky
Corporation. Is the aim of its president,
Adolph Zukor.

A new step toward the realization of
that alm was taken within the last fow
days, when it was announced that the
intention of Famous is to have the Publix
Theaters Corporation, which it formed
regently to manage its theater properties,
own the theaters outright as well asg
manage them.

To that end a stock issue {is:being
planned whereby the public will become
shareholders in the theaters, the estimated
aggregate worth of which Js $200,000,000.

When the Publix Theaters was _or-
ganized by Famong there was placed at
the head of it a man who with his
partner is the controllinc hand of iore
than 700 theaters thruout the ecountry.
especially in Chicago, where the firm of
Balaban & Katz practically controls the
situation. That man s Sam
Katz, said to be a wizard in the handling
of theaters. But a not inconsiderable
feature of the alliance between Famous
and Balaban & Katz was that the latter
brought with them their enormous chain
of theaters, and also those of the Lub-
liner & Trinz chain, which B. & K. re-
cently acquired.

Ostensibly, Famous took Balaban &
Katz into the fold in order that the thea-
ter managing and production departments
of the gigantic organization might be
kept apart as separate entities, and on
the theory that it was a sounder banking
principle to have the assets of the two
departments segregated.

The thought has beenrt expressed in
banking circles that this general merger
of theaters would not get by the Federal
Trade Commission, because primarily it
would be in the nature {in its eyes)
of an order in_direct disobedience of the
commission’'s demand that the leading
motion picture producers divest them-
selves of their theater holdings and stick
to the production end of the business
solely. In addition to that, it is pointed
out, it would be regarded as a move to-
ward controlling the price of admisslons
to theaters and the price of films as well,

HEAVY LOSS IN
THEATER FIRES

Kitcanning and New Britain Honses  Are
Destroyed—Two Children Hurt in
Woonsocket Fird

Woonsocket, R. I, Jan. 9.—A near
panic resulted when fire was daiscovered
in the Strand Theater here just as a
vaudeville program__was getting under
way. Two boys was slightly injurcd in
the stampede. The fire was confined to
the second floor of the theatcr, the loss
being estimated at $30,000.

Kittanning, Pa., Jan. 9.—The Columbia
Theater heré was destroyed fire
on ‘Thursday night, with an estimated
loss of $150,000. The fire started in the
balcony of the house and drove two
families who resided in apartments above

the auditorium to the etreet in night
clothing-
New RBritain, Conn., Jan. 9.—The

Palace Theater was destroyed by fire
tresterday. It had been operated aa
2 vpicture house during the past few
yvears, altho Pat McMahon formerly used
a policy of vaudeville,

Stevens To Be Featured
Ibsen’s ‘“Hedda Gabbler”

York, Jan. 11.—A revival of
Hedda

Gabbler, with Emily
featured, will be the next pro-
duction by the Actors’ Theater. The
play is now in rehearsal under the dai-
rection of Dudley Digges. Featuring of
Miss Stevens is an unusual departure for
the actors’ group, as it has been ths
policy of the organization to featurc its
compa&nieg ag a unit and the only ex-
ception to this rule thus far was in _the
special matinees of Piarot the Prodigal,
jn which Laurette Taylor appeared.

Emily
In
New

Ibsen's
Stevens

Chamberlain Brown Installs
Telautograph for Efficiency

York, Jan. 11 —Chamberlain
Brown, Inc., has installed telautograph
machines in the new casting offices at®
145 ‘vest 45th street, where the firm
moved the first of this month after eight
years’ tenancy across the street. h
installation was made In the interesis o
efficlency and to save the usually un-
appreciated. valuable time of actors.
When anyone now enters the door of
Brown's, he is greeted by an attendant
who immediately makes a notation of his
nanme, husiness with the aestablishment
and other desirable data. This informa-

{Continucd on puge 95)
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By M. H. SHAPIRO

(Communications 10 {560 Broadway, New Yock, N. Y.)

GERMAN THEATRICAL INDUSTRY

Producer-Owner of Acts Is Optimistic as to Conditions Abrqad
Where American Artistes and Artractions Arte Desired
Above All Others

MARY E. COX
! T

IS HEALTHY, SAYS LEO SINGER = I

EW YORK. Jan. %.-—In an exclusive interview yesterday with Leo Singer con-
cerning conditions in Germany and Austria., with which he is familiar thru
his international associations and which he sfudied carefully during his recent
stuy Lhere, the ownecr of the pretentious Singer Midgels offering told = staf!f re-
porter of The Riliboo:d that while taxes aTe high in bith Germany and Austria, it

is only the latter coumtry that is suf-
fering to uany extent. -
Germany, Mr. Singer declared, is on

the way to a realizution of betier con-
d@itions than it had ever dreamed. and
American artistes and attractions are
desired above all others. including native
talent, and will be paid by the better-
class theaters a salary equal to if not in
excess of that pald in this country. The
German people are clamoring for any-
thing American. according to Mr. Singer.
They. like American music, American
bands; in fact, anything from this side
as long as it is half-way good, he added,
pointing out that The Chocolate Kids, a
colored show presented in Berlin, was a
tremendous hit and moneymaker.

Mr. Singer’s Midget production was
signed (o make a tour of LBEurope when
he wias across last summer. and will leave
next fall, playing two months in Beriin,
two mouths in Hamburg. two months in
Parig, three monthyg in London, sne month
in Copenhagen and two weeks in Brussels.
he offering will recvive on its European
tour as much ag it makes on this side in
vaudeville, its owner stated.

Petuiling the situation in Germnany, re-
garded by Mr, Singer as very favorable,
ho polnted ont that the directors of all
the fmportant theaters were laying plans
for the presentation of many foreign at-

tractions. Paul Schultze, one of the lead-
ing Berlin agents. and who books the
Seak there. Marks® vandeville house,

writes Mr, Singer that he is in a position
{o conxitler any Ameriean attraction as
long ug it is up to standard and will pay
top =salarvies.  Schultze wants Power's
Wlephants., Malinda and Dade and others,
for which hé had already opened negotia-
tions. In the meantime the ‘stage of the
Scala 18 being enlarged to accommodate
the blg attractions that are expected to
be booked, and an orchestra of 40 mu-
sicians has been installed.

The Secala in not the only Berlin house
angling for big attractions, however. Ians
Reimers, director of the Winter Garden.
oppesition house to the Scala, is signing
up headline acts and attractions at good
salaries. and the Ufa Palace, also in
Berlin. a theater on the type of the
Capitol here, has sent Sam Rachmann. its
dlirector, to this country to engage Ameri-
can talent for presentations at that thea-
ter. Recently Ouimansky and Ernest
Rappe appeared at the Ufa Palace at as
high & salary, it is reported. as they re-
celve elsewhere. The Hamburg-Hansa
is also in a position to engage high-
priced American offerings. and thru its
director, W. Pohls, is laying plans for
several Important importations.

Director Herman Halles. of the Admiral
Palast, in Berlin, who visita America
every year to sign up talent for his shows,
is expected here some time this month
or next to close for the presentation at
thé Admiral Palast of Rose-Warie. No,
No, Nanette. is reported to be making a
tremendous hit at the Metropole Theater
in Berlin, and Paganini, with music by
Tranz Lehar. is a tremendous hit at the
Johann-Strauss Theater, Vienna. The

Shuberts plan jmporting Paganini next
season.
Mr. Singer revealed also that Sam

Rachman, of the Ufa Palace. bought the
Ger:nan rights to Aesop’s Fables, which
are belng shown now in several theaters
thruout Germany, making a hit every-
where.

When told of reports that German acts
are putting up a howl over the importa-
tion of American talent and that therve
seems to be a large number of German
artiste» out of wnrk, Mr. Singer said it
was somewhat analagous to the situation
here, where there are so many vaudeville
artistes out of work. but added that in
Germany the situation is different from
the standpoint that pnpractically all the
native acts have been played out. Dur-
ing the war. when they were unable to
lenve the eountry, they were played time

{Continued on puyge 96)

Vaudeville Hit by
Film Presentations

Vast Building Programs of Movie
Men Causing Deep Concern to
House Managers

Chicago, Jan. 8.—With the big pres-
entation programs of the major movie
lhiouses already naking a serious dent in
the neighborhood vaudevile bills, the
managers of the vaudevile theaters and
even the picture house men who use two
to four vaudeville acts in eonnection with
their pictures are expressing apprehen-
sion. They say that the neighborhood
vaudeville theater is doomed if the pres-
entation idea spreads much more. That
it will spread, and spread enormously,
they believe and frar. ;

Ascher Brothers. Lubliner & Trinz,
Balabsn & Watz, Cooney Brothors, Marks
Brothers and the Lynch Circuit all an-
nounce building programs that will dwarf
the expansion of past years. Further-
more, all of the major movie houses that
are not already putt'ng on big presenta-
t'ons appears to eithsr be preparing Lo
do so or else are figuring on some other
hiige entertainment that will draw in the
crowd. Some vaudeville managers claim
thiat even the Toop vandeville houses are
being affected by the continued expans on
of the presentation idea. This 1s_ not
admitted by managers of the big T.oop
vaudeville houses who were asked about
the matter. Several booking agents said
the neighborhood wvandev'lle business is
away off this season and they ascribe
it to the programs of the big picture
houses. Seviral nrighborhood vaudeville
and combination theater managers have
said that the only money they make
during the week is on Saturdays and
Sundays, when the crash is so great at
the big movie houses everybody can't get
in

: “A Garden Gate”

Loew’s State Theater, Los

Angeles

A CGarvden Gate, West Coast Theaters
presentation, produced by -Fanchon &
Marco at Loew's State Theater, Los
Angeles, the week of Janua'y 2 to 8,
is one of the best that has been put on
for a long time. #

The presentation opens with an over-
ture played by oew's State Music
Masters, Gino Severl conducting, who
are seated behind a huge garden gate,
the singers being In front of the gate.
About the middle of the presentation the
gataes open disclosing a fantastic garden
with good-luck horseshoes in the back-

Presented  at

ground with iarge streamers of roses.
Johnny Perkins hets master of

ceremonies. Ruth Waiddell does some

singing. also Joey Ray. Alhert Mace-

Gillivary and Florence Cleveland are
alao In the east. Dewey Barto does some
dancing.

'"he finale is very spectacular, the
Sunkist Reauties step on the base of
the gariands of roses whieh light up and
the girls are raived into the air,

Edith Van Cleve To Play
In Beverly Bayne Sketch

New York. Jan tl.—Edith Van Cleve.
who played for some seasons with Jane
Cowl and was last seen in New York in
One of the ~Family, will shortly make
her debut in the two-a-day. She will be
seen with Beverly Bayne. erstwhile pie-
ture star, in a sketch on the Keith-Albee
Cireuit. 4

One of the Cox Sisters, grotesque
comediennes and dancers., featured with
Cantor & Brandell’s “Frolics of 19267,
now toucing the Orpheum Circuit., on
whith it is booked until next May. The
clowning and comedy singing and dancing
of Mary and her sister, Maybelle, in this,
their first real vaudeville venture, are
making a big hit at cvery stand. Their
offeting was fiest known as A New
Revue’, but the title was changed when
the act left the East to go out on the
.Otpheum Time.  There are five peo-
ple in suppoct of the Cox Sisters.

vThomas J. Kennedy
Returns To Fold
After Realty Dab

New York, Jan. 9.-—Thomas J. Ken-
nady, artistes® representative, who for-
merly Dbhooked for Bart McHugh.
Philadelphia producer, and late last sum-
mer resigned to enter the real estate
business in Camden. N. J., is back with
the little hlack book under his arm. He
is booking for Frank Evans, who also
has associated with him Paul Dempsey.
and formerly had James McKowen who
resigned season before last to enter the
employ of the Orpheum Circuit in Los
Angeles in a managerial capacity.

When Kennedyv left McHugh last suni-
mer he was succeeded by Anthony T
Terry, who was formerly associated with
Movris & Feil for yéars and prior to that
was with the Orpheuwm Cireunit.

Lichter’s Record Makers at
Strand Theater, Milwaukee

Miwaukee. Jan. 9.—A series of stape
presentations featuring .l'oi; Lichter's
Record Makers, now in their/fourth year
at Saas’s Strand Theater, are credited
with having brought about the' decided
improviment in business at the big down-
town plcture house during the past
month,  Six weeks ago the band, consist-
e ©f 12 musicians, embarked on a
“tour of the world”. Each week they
went on the stage with scenery and cos-
tumes symbolic of & different clime and
played the tunes popularly identified with
the respective nations. The *‘tour’” was
2 box-office success from the first.

Setting Aleen Bronson Right

Atlcen Bronson writes The Biliboard
{hat the itemn which accoinpanied a smnall
cut of her in our last issue. under
“"vraudeville Notes”, is misleading—in
fact all wrong. *“I have been doing an
act called Bullets with Jack Gordon
for some time past and never in any
way have I been connected with those
whose names are mentioned in_ the ar-
ticle, Jack Curtis of Rose & Curtis
handles iy act.” The Biliboard regrets
angd gladly correets the error.

Miss Bronson is billed as “Aleen Bron-
son in Bullets. with Jack Gordon'. She
is this week at the Majestic Theater,
Houston, Tex., and next week goes Lo the
Intgrstate Keith Theater, San Antpnio.
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Stage Crew Commuttee

Seeks To_Settle Scale

Men From Pennsylvania Local
Arrive in New York To See
J. J. Murdock

New York, Jan. 11.—With more than
four months elupsed since September 1.
when new contracts should have been
signed with the stagehands for the Col-
onial Theater. T.ancaster, Pa., the local
union has lost patience with J. Mur-
dock, of the Keith-Albee Circuit. which
operates the stand, with the result thul
a_ committee from the Igeal will be in
New York Wednesday of thix week to
meet with Murdoek and I. A. officials
here in an effort to settle the long-da-
lJayed negotiations.

_The Colonial. playing split-week vaude-
vilte, had a crew of three men last year.
but this season the local asked that it
be increased by one and. pending ne-
gotiations for a new contract. placed a
fqurth man at work in the house, paying
his salary out of the local’s funds, In
the event a strike were called and Mur-
dock wonld not see his way clear o
reimburse the union for the salary of the
fourth man the lncal would be out the
{noney, with no recourse for its collec-
ion.

The Lancaster house is the last of a
string of Keith-Albee theaters in which
the signing of new contracts was held
over from September due to Murdock's
illness. All others have long since been
cleared up, in most instances with Sub-
stantial raises in the wage, but the Lan-
caster matter has pended for weeks as
the only one remaining to be settied. Ef-
forts of Assistant President Harry Sher-
man of the I. A here to bring about a
settlement with Murdock have failed. and
is was his suggestion that a committee
come on from the Lancaster local to
thresh out the matter. This was decided
in face of a request Tast week from Lan-
caster to declare a strike and bring about
some action in this manner.

At 2 meeting with Assistant President
Sherman_last week Murdock agreed to
payx the Lancaster local the salary it has
expended thus far for the fourth 2
providing a contract was signed that
three men, as the crew consisted of last
vear. would be placed in the liouse in-
stead of four.

Murdock is understood to own a one-
fourth interest in the Colonial. It is
booked from the Popular-Priced Depart-
ment of the K.-A. Vaudeville Exchange
here and plays flve acts each half with
a pleture.

The committee from the Pennsyivania
town arriving here " Wednesday fs ex-
pected tOA consist among others of W.

7. Reading, C. Waller Martin, Oscar
Cramer and John Workman.

“Broadway Scandals” To Open
At Payret Theater, Havina

Havana, Jan. 6.—An American musical
review. known as the Broadway Scandals.
will open shortly for four weeks at the
Tayret Theater. following which it will
go to Mexico City. he company has
been secured by Fuan Palmer, Mexican
impresario, assisted by Mrs, L. Maclean
Beers. Booking was made thru the
Broadway Booking Office of Harry
Walker. Inc.. of New York. Billie Smith
will direct .the show, which will have a
chorus of 45 girls.

Interstate Booker
On Inspection Trip

New York. Jan. 9.—Charles Freeman,
general booking manager of the Inter-
state "Circuit here, left this week for a
two weeks’ inspection tour of the Texas
houses controlled by the circuit, arrang-
ing his bookings far ahead before leav-

ing.

Karl Hoblitzelle, who’ eontrols the
Southwestern Circuit. was in New York
reeently diekering with Famous-Players,
it was rumored, for an affiliation of the
theaters of each organization in that
territory. He returned to Texas without
a_nnlmmcing the consummation of any
deals.

WAGNER TO LAY OUT
HARRY LAUDER ROUTE

New York, Jan. 11.—Martin Wagner,
of the William Morris offices, has been
assigned to lay out the route for Sir
Harry Lander, who starts a 38-week tour
in this country late next fall. The tour.
which will be the longest and again
the farewell engagement, will open in
November at the Manhattan Opera House
this city.

Blossom Seeley Back in Vaude.

T

New York, Jan. 11.—~Blossom Seeley,
who appeared with Paul Whiteman dur-
ing -his concert engagement at Carnegie
Hall, hag ret