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‘6he COMPLETE and
RELIABLE PLAN

The contractor enters his bid for the construction of a certain
building. His bid is based upon plans and specifications made by
the architect and by which he will be guided in erecting the build- Ml circus s carmava IM
ing. The architect must know his business, as his plans and ™ woures o s swows

specifications will be followed in every detail.

For the man who is building business in the show world there is a
complete and reliable plan by which he may be guided. Detailed
spcifications are presented for his guidance. Plans that have
proved their usefulness and their value are at his command.

The Billboard is a magazine and newspaper combined, edited and published in the interest
of those who find employment for time, talent and money in the business of entertaining,
And it is more than this. For those who want an intimate, a fascinating story of the progress
of the third largest industry in the world, The Billboard fills their need. For those who want
the news story of the people who build and provide entertainment for the world, The Billboard

is the medium.

Distinet and separate departments devoted to every branch of the theatrical and general show
business invite contributions in the form of news, stories and special articles from correspond-
ents well trained in their particular line or calling.

The theater and kindred interests or the indoor field of professional and amateur entertainment
is amply provided for in departments devoted to Drama, Vaudeville, Burlesque, Musical
Comedy, Lyceum, Minstrels, Community and Home Talent Organizations.

The great outdoor branch of the show world is adequately represented thru departments deal-
ing with the Circus, Carnival, Fair, Chautauqua, Park, the Rodeo and local and national

celebrations of all kinds.

The Billboard is the blue print which the business builder in the show world may use as his
COMPLETE and RELIABLE PLAN.

If you would have proof remember that more than 2,500,000 copies were sold in 1928. When
you choose The Billboard you are choosing the accepted and acknowledged leader of show-world

newspapers.

25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O.
L want to try the “Complete and Reliable Plan” which you

claim The Billboard to be. Please enter my subscription and
send me the bill.

One Year $3.00 Six Months $1.75




11—

Ghe Foremosi~
Grade “Publication
of the Gheater and
the Show World.

ard

Only News that
cNMeans Something.
No Scandal Go “Dis-
honor the “Profession.

|

Published weekly at Cincinnati.
100 Pages.

©O. Entered as second-class mail matter
Vol, XLII. No. 7. February 15, 1930.

June 4

1897, at Post Office. Cincinnati,

under Act of March, 1879.

Copyright 1920 by The Billboard Publishing Company.

—

Exhibitors
Plan Fight

Western Pa. and West
Virginia independents to
battle first-run protection

NEW YORK., Feb. 10.—~The Motion Plc-
ture Theater Owners'of Western Penn-
sylvania and West Virginia have ralsed
the necessary funds preparatory to start-
ing a legal battle in the U. 8. Court of
Fquity. on the ground that the small-
town and suburban independent theater
owners are suffering from the present
system of protecting the runs of big-
city houges.

Conspliracy . in restraint of trade ls the
epeelfic charge to be made by the Indie
exnibitors. Seven thousand dollars has
been subsgcribed to the fund, and it is
stated that this a t can be doubled
without any difficulty.

It is claimed by Archie Fineman, chair-
man of the protection committee, that
the small Indie theater is doomed if some
definite action against present conditions
fs not taken. Pittsburgh claims that the
down-town, first-run houses are given
28 days' protection.

A committee 1s now drafting resolu-
tions on the above evil, and when com-
pleted’ they will be forwarded to Gabriel
E. Hess, of the Hays organization. The
committee Is composed of Archie Fine-
man, Samuel Lewinten and Mike Rosen.
bloom.

Fox Pays $500,000
To Save Poli Deal

NEW YORK. Feb. 10.—A dispatch from
New Haven advises that the Fox inter-
¢sts have made a payment of £500.000
as interest in their purchase of the Syl-
vester Z. Poll chain of theaters. The
communieation glves credence to the
oft-circulated report that Poll had an-
nounced his intention of pressing his
clalm to take back his houses if the In-
terest payment were defaulted.

Fox's action sets aside for awhile at
least the report that RKO was preparing
fo take the Poli houses back into Its
beoking columns in the event of Fox's
fallure to make good on payments.

Color Production Shows
Large Gain in Earnings

NEW YOREK, Feb. 10.—That the film
world reallzes the advantages glven
screen productions by color and that
the movie-going public leans to such
productions is horne out by the financial
Statement of Technicolor, Inc, for the
iast year. Where the company showed
a deficit of 248,190 for the year of 1928
the organization shows a net profit be-
fore taxation of $1,173,980 for the year
of 1929

In addition to the net profit of Tech-
Dicolor for the year the company’s earn-
Ings were such as to enable it to pay
off wll its notes totaling 750,000 and
show a cash balance of $718463.

\

MBA Is Considering
Rotary Stock Burlesque

NEW YORK, Feb, 10.. Rotury bur-
lesque  stock may  soon  become A
ren ity. At least there is a well-

founded rumor, based on a leak thr
an attache of the Mutual Burlesque
Association, thal if the change In
polley from circuit to stock In thea-
ters coutrolled by MBA proves suc-
cessiul within the next few weeks,
orders will be issued for princlpals
onlv to rotate, keeping the choruses
statlonary.

Big

Film Contract

Canceled by Cohan

Decision scen as forecasting vast hope in legitimate
theater’s possibilities—says screen alliance would be
violation of principle and sentiment

Endorsement of Amusement

Features Ark.

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. Fob. 10.—Of the
several fine speeches made at the an-
nual meeting of the Arkansas Federation
of Fairs at the Marion Hotel here last
Friday the cnes which stood out the
stronrest probably were those by E G.
Bylander. secretary-manager of the Ar-
kansas State Falr, Little Rock. and also
president of the International Associa-
tion of Fairs and Exposition, and B. W.
Benton. retiring president of the Ar-
kansas Federation and also president of
the Five-County Falr Assoctation, Pine

luff, in which they endorsed amuse-
ments as of major Importance to the

Fairs’ Meet

success of a falr. F. H. Kressman, whose
firm staged the shows In front of the
grand stand at the Arkansas State Fair,
also spoke on this subject. declaring
that 80 per cent of the attendance at
falrs went inside the gates to be amused.

The election of officers resulted In
W. M. Graham, secretary-manager of the
Bradley County Fair, Warren, being
chosen president ding t. A
Homer Plgg, Hope, was re-elected sfc-
retary-treasurer. Other officers elected
were W. L. Hall, Conway, vice-president
for the northwest district; C. O. Wahl-

(See ARK. FAIRS cn page 84)

Nation-Wide Campaign
Waged on Song Pirates

CHICAGO, Feb. 10.—The fight that Is
being waged against the song pirates by
the American Society of Comp Au-
thors and Publishers and the Music
Publishers' Protective Association has
taken on nation-wire proportions. Rep-
resentatives of the music publishers are
concentrating thelr efforts on getting
at the sgong sheet source of supply and
their activities are bearing such fruit
that it looks as If there will soon be
an end to circulation of the contraband
sheets.

Prosecution is to be pushed against
several Chicago printers, and investiga-
tion is heing made in several other
cities from which the songs are being

distributed. John H. McFarlane, spe-
cial investigator for the Music Publish-
ers’ Protective Assoclation, received the
following wire Saturday from John G.
Paine, general manager of the assocla-
tion, at New York City:

“Shapiro and Cohen, owners and Op-
eratprs of the Darby Press, and Harry B.
Paul, owner and operator of the Rexall
Press, large sources of supply for song
sheets, arraigned in New York on in-
dictment of United States grand jury.
Judge Thomas after viewing the pleas
of District Attorney Tuttle considered
the misdemeanors so serious that he
held each defendant in £5,000 ball”

American Film Exports

Show Gain Thru Talkies

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10.—Legislative
difficulties, often restrictive .in char-
acter, together with other factors, In
continental European countries par-
ticularly, which tended to slow down
materially American distribution of
films In Europe generally, were offset
by the decided popularity of sound flims
in English-speaking countries, with the
result an expansion instead of the re-
verse in export trade marked the busi-
ness year 1920 for manufacturers and
distributors in the United States.

The displacement of the silent films
by the sound and dialog pictures in the
more important countries abroad early
In 1929 was followed by the wiring of
motion picture houses abroad to such
an extent all records were broken.
Therefore, a5 to the United Kingdom,

Australia and New Zealand, American
exporters did a business which went
even beyond the surprising business In
fiims done in 1028. The restrictive
legislation referred to, while curtailing
distribution of films from this country,
did not have such adverse effects as
would otherwise have been the case, due
to the instant popularity of the talkies.

According to reports, the wiring of
theaters in foreign countries for sound
pletures is going ahead so fast that
figures as to the extent of the same
become obsolete before they can be
compiled and made public. Some such
figures, however, show that as of Decem-
ber 31, 1920, outside of the TUnited
States and Canada, around 2,200 thea-
ters were wired with some sort of a

(See FILM EXPORTS, on page 84)

NEW YORK, Feb. 10~The announce-
ment some few weeks ago that George
M. Cohan had signed to write and direct
for the talkies set the theatrical field
all aflutter. There were those who saw
the legitimate stage going to the
demnition bow-wows. It was just an-
other groove that the "squeakles” or
“squawkies”, as the legitimate advo-
cates see fit to term them, had made
into the ranks of the old guard of the
drama field.

But today comes the statement from
Chicago, where the “Yankee Doodle Boy"
of a couple of decades ago IS appearing
in his own play, Gambling, that Cohan
has canceled his contract with United
Artists and 15 not going to write, direct
or act in the talkles.

Joseph M. Schenck, head of United
Artists, conferred with Cohan in Chi-
cago, and Cohan stated that in going
into pictures he was not only sacrific-
Ing a sentiment, but a principle, and
that he belonged to the stage. The can-
celing of the -contract was finally ar-
ranged by Attorney O'Brien, of O'Brien,
Malevinsky & Driscoll.

The reconsideration of Cohan on the
talking picture proposition has brought,

(See COHAN CONTRACT on page 84)

RCA and Feist in
Film-Music Tieup

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Realizing the
new life theme songs and hit numbers
in motion pictures give to the music
publishing field, many established firms
of tin-pan alley have grasped imme-
diately at opportunities to ally with film
companjes. RCA family group and Leo
Felst, Inc, one of the few holdouts on
that Idea, swung Into line last week by
the admission of the Felst company in-
to the RCA Corporation.

An official announcement sent out
last week to RKO agents and producers
by Ben Plazza read: “May we officlally
announce that Leo Felst, Inc, Is now a

"member of the RCA famlily group. The

legal title 18 Radio Music Company, but
on account of the desire to perpetuate
the name of Feist, It will continue to
be called Leo Felst, Inc.”

RKO Producers Expect
Cancellation Settlement

NEW YORK, Feb, 10 —Franchised vaude~
ville producers under the RKO banner ex-
pect a settlement this week for losses sus-
tained by them as a result of the cancel.
lation of playing time of units produced
with a guarantee.of dates, The settle-
ment, it is reported, will be made either
in cash or thru playing time sufficient to
even the losses.

Altho a confirmation of this could not
be gotten from Ben Plazza, due to the
fact that he is out of town, the in-
formation came from a producer who
stands high up among those whose bank-
rolls were badly nicked and is consid-
ered authoritative,
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Managers Race 33 Shows
In Ahead of Business Lull

25 plays, five musical comedies, two revues and one
operetta planned for Broadway before advent of Lent—
week of 24th will be biggest of the year

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Despite the alleged bad condition of the legitimate
theater, the noxt three and one-half weeks will see more than 33 new offerings

open on Broadway, according to the present schedule.

Of that number there are

25 plays, 5 musical comedies, 2 revues and 1 operetta in a rush for Broadway
before Lent begins, The week boginning today will bring: It's ¢ Grand Life, a

comedy by Hatcher Hughes and Alan
Willlams, starring Mrs. Fiske; Ritzy, a
comedy by Viva Tattersall and Sidney
Toler, featuring Ernest Truex and Mirlam
Hopkins; ppl a { dy
starring Frod Stone; The 9:15 Revue,
featuring Ruth Etting and Fred Keating,
which advance reports proclaim a smart
show; Joseph, by Bertram Bloch, starring
George Jessel; Topaze, n comedy by Mar.
cel Pagnol, with Phoebe Foster, which
was & tremendous success in Paris, and
The Last Mile, a play by John Wexley,
which features Spencer Tracy.

Scheduled for the week of February 17
are: The Infinite Shoeblack, a comedy by
Norman Macowan, featuring Helen Men-
ken, which was a success in London;
Flying High, a musical show sponsored
by George White, which has a book by
De Sylva, McGowan & Brown, and music
and lyrics by De Sylva, Brown & Hender-
son; Apron Strings, a comedy by Dor-
rance Davis; R. U. R, a revival of the
Oapek melodrama under the auspices of
the Theater Guild: The Count of Luzem-~
bourg, & revival of the Lehar operetta
under the ausplces of the Shuberts;
Chinese Dramas, starring Mel Lan-Fang,
proclaimed China's greatest actor: Simple
Simon, a Zlegfeld show starring Ed
Wynn: Those We Love, by George Ab~
bott and S. K. Lauren: The Plutocrat,
featuring the inevitable Coburns: The
International Revue, sald to have the
most expensive cast on record; 7Tread
the Green Grass, a Paul Green play;
Elizabeth and Esscx, all about Queen
Elizabeth, by Harry Wagstaff Gribble,
and Gala Night, a comedy about opera
stars by Laurence Eyre which has been
revised by practically everyone else, and
which has been en route to Broadway
for months.

The week of February 24 Is scheduled
‘to bring: The Apple Cart, the latest work
of George Bernard Shaw; The Green
Pastures, n new play by Marc Connelly,
which has an all-Negro cast: What a
Question, a farce by B. M. Kaye: The
Old Rascal, a play tallored by Willlam
Hodge to fit himself; You Don't Say, a
musical comedy: Out of the East, a play
which the author, Charles Park, is pro-
ducing himself, and Echo, another one
of those plays, scheduled for special
matinees. It {s said that the authoress,
Leila M. Taylor, is producing it despite
the fact that Harold Winston and Paul
Davis seem to have something to do with
1t; Change Your Luck, described as a
Negro musical comedy, and Courtesan,
by Irving Kaye Davis, author of the ill-
fated Diana, who Is reported to be pro-
ducing his own play this time.

During the first few days in March
the following offerings are scheduled:
The Fatal Woman, a play from the
French, adapted for Al Woods by the
Hattons, and starrings Allce Brady: A
Roman Gentleman, a play by Martin
Brown, about which little has been
heard; Dead or Alive, a drama to be pro-
duced by the Theater Guild Studlo,
which has been the mainstay of the
Guild this season; This Man's Town,
with which George Jessel will turn pro-
ducer for a time, and Miss Gulliver's

BN A vy

Miller Off to London

NEW YORK, Feb. 7. — Gilbert Miller
salled for England today following the
succesaful opening of Dishonored Lady,
the current Miller-McClintic production,
which features Katharine Cornell,

Miller plans to spend about two
months in and out of his offices in
London, where he expects to put his
finger on at least two plays for produc-
tion next season. In the fall he plans to
present Sidney Howard's adaptation of
One Two Three from the play by Ferenc
Molnar.

Old Village Theater To Go

NEW YORK, Feb, 10—The old Green-
wich Theater on Christopher street will
be replaced by a 88,000,000 apartment
bullding. The property was purchased
about a year ago by Max Nathanson, and
the present plan is to demolish the the-
ater within a month,

GORDON SMITH. who is making

his musical comedy debut with
“Strike Up the Band” and, inci-
dentally, a very successful debut, was
busting bronchos in Western thrill-
ers for the picture people a year ago
in Hollywood., Marilyn Miller is said
to have discovered him and sent him
east for the benefit of Mrs. Ruth
Selwyn’s “0:15 Revue”, but he juse
filled the bill for Edgar Selwyn’s
weak spot in the Clark and MeCul-
lough hit and fhere he is playing’

Bond Waived for Allyn Play

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Allan Allyn has
@ new play titled One Night Only in re-
hearsal which will be presented on
Broadway during the early part of March.
The cast are all in on walvers.

on the editorial page.—ED,

From Out Front

By CHARLES MORAN

NOTE—The opinions stated in this colu
and need not reficct the policies of The Bul’g:arudr,d

those of the writer
which. are ezpressed

HERE has never b
the attention of any mana

the theat ides ticket

een any malicious intent when | have called

business, and there is num'f;v:.' Broducer. to the neglect of his

dents which serves to prove that there

This is just one of those inci-
are lots of things wrong with

lation,

One of them is unquestion-

ably badly mairtained theaters. One instance as | shall here cite

does not necessarily convict all theat
A. H. Woods and his Eltinge The:t:r?r

row.
Woods' production on that night.

owners, but it does convict

“Recapture” was doing its
Tow orchestra actually fall

theatergoer rose from his seat to permit

I also felt the chill of n cooling

Mr. Woods would do well to either

book his shows into a more stable house or redecorate his Eltinge

Theater.

The other day I went thru McBride's Tinket ency—from to
bottom and stem to sterm—with John McBride as m?g gunl?e. and I beﬁe\t':
that if theater managers generally would apply the common business
sense to thelr enterprises that McBride has to his, things in the legitimate

business would be better than they

the things that I found behind the sale

are. I could write for a month on

of two theater seats by the

McBride organization, but If I divulged what T found I would be unfafir

to John McBride.
modity,
|

Suffice to say that McBride sells amusement as a com-
which it 1s, but there are not many managers who belleve it.

Frank Gillmore, of Actors’ Equity Association, took one of the finest
looking lobbies to Albany with him last week that has ever asied jor a
bill to be released from a gommittee. Five actresses of note pleaded to
have Assemblyman Post's amendment to the Wales law taken to the
Jloor of the legislature. One of them, a young chorus girl, trim and
lovely, took the honors, and by her logic and mnatural deauty, perhaps,
Succeeded in gaining the point for Mr. Post. Gillmore in selecting such
an Equity representation deserves more credit than he got. Even poli-
ticians cannot resist the smiles of pretty women when they are distressed.
So perhaps actors will no longer be carted off in patrol wagons when a
show is arrested. Assemblyman Post simply asks that a court establish
the guilt of an actor before he is taken into custody.

Sayé Money Is
Good on Road

John Henry Mears’ ad-
vance man credits thoro
billing with “Brothers”

NEW YORK, Feb. 8.—That there is an
audience for legitimate attractions on
the road was testified to this week by
Al Butler, advance man ahead of Bert
Lytell's play, Brothers. Like the few who
have been successful this season on the
rond, Butler maintains that the success
of any legitimate entertainment is all a
matter of selling,

Some weeks ago In The Billboard the
success of the Theater Guild In its third
season of road repertoire was related.
The Guild has been steadily bullding its
sale of intellectual drama along intel-
lectual lines, whereas Butler has this
season sold Brothers with marked suc-
cess along the same lines employed by
the Ringling show.

He says that his experience this season
has proven that diligent work by ad-
vance men can bring money and profit
into road box offices, and offers as a
concrete example 10 weeks that the play
got in Chicago, where it was originally
booked for a three-week engagement.

Another method employed by John
Henry Mears, the producer of Brothers, is
the reduction of the price scale In the
less important stands on the road. In
the few larger cities the show has been
scaled at a metropolitan top. But In the
lesser towns the price scale was arranged
to compete with road-showed motion
plctures,

Against the few successes such as the
Gulld and Brothers there arc pitted the
disasters of the Shuberts and several
George Wintz productions, The Shu-
berts’ road business this year has suf-
fered to such an extent that there Is
hardly a musical attraction that has
brought any return on the investment.
In fact, the only successful road attrac-
tion under the Shubert management thiy
season has been the Ethel Barrymore
tour. Wintz s reported to have sus-
talned tremendous losses with his Rio
Rfta and some of his other larger attrac-
tlons.

Butler, In relating his experiences on
the road, says there I1s hardly a city
worth booking that the management of
an attraction cannot send & staff into
and get co-operation of the locals that
will earn space In newspapers and
provide audiences.

Paramount Signs Dramatist

NEW YORK, Feh. 8,—Danlel Reed, who
dramatized Julla Peterkin's Scarlet Sister
Mary and Black April, has been signed
by Paramount Pictures to direct the dia-
log for The Man From Manhattan, which
is now In production at the Paramount
studios at Astoria, L. I.

EAVES BUILOING

1513 W46 ST
NEW YORK
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Managers Cuiting Prices
As Scalpers Are Penalized

Ziegfeld cuts ““Simple Simon” top—MacGowan and
Reed re-scale Biltmore balcony prices—vast audience
returned to legit. by price cutting, say authorities

NEW YORK, Feb. 8—A wave of Intelligent scaling of theater-ticket prices
has hit Broadway. Florenz Ziegfeld has issued orders for a 85 top for Ed Wynn's
Simple Simon, and word has gone the rounds that Kenneth MacGowan and
Joseph Reed have experlenced considerable success with the rearrangements of
prices for their attraction, Children of Darkness, at the Biltmore Theater here.

On the head of this comes news from
Albany that one ticket agency has lost
s license Jor overcharging and misrep-
resenting a pair of tickets for a football
same, and another is complained of for
charging 81320 for a palr of #£3.86
tickets for Strictly Dishonorabdle.

Altho MacGowan and Reed have prac-
tically revamped the price scale of their
balcony seats, little is known of the re-
action, except that more people are see-
ing the Mary Ellis-Basil Sydney show,
and 1% Is sald that the revenue has been

Increased. . MacGowan was unavailable
today to t on the of the
move,

Ziegfeld, who has signed the mean-
agers’ agreement regarding ticket sales
oy agencies, says he has arranged for the
lerding agencles to sell tickets for his
show at a 75-cent premium. i5 he
has asked to be done at-once, altho his
show comes In three weeks before the
date the agr b ective.

MacGowan and Reed are now charging
t1 low and a 82 top for balcony seats,
which Is the best seats offered for such
an attraction as theirs on Broadway at
this time. They have also scaled down
from & 83.85 top the seats on their or-
chestra floor.

Altho Ziegfeld issued orders for only
4 out of the top, It is reported that he
will eut the price of balcony seats also
after the show has opened here.

Altho none are available at the box
office, the balcony seats for Strictly Dis-
honorable, the Brock Pemberton hit of
the season, have remained at a $3 top
for balcony seats at the Avon.

Well-informed people on the ticket
question say this trend toward the cut-
ting of balcony prices will return to the
legitimate theater a vast audience which
was lost by the high prices.

State Revokes License
Of B’way Ticket Broker

ALBANY, N. Y. Feb. 8—~The license
issued the Adelphia Theater Ticket Serv-
ice, Ino., 1504 Broadway, New York Olty,
was revoked Thursday by Alexander C.
MacNulty, chief of the Division of
Licenses of the Secretary of State's De-
partment.

Charges were made against the agency
by a New York attorney who had pur-
chased two seats In a certain section of
the Polo Grounds for one of the big foot-
ball games. He pald €9, which was a
premium of $3 In excess of the regular
prices. The seats were not where the
agency agreed they would bhe. He de-
manded the feturn of 83 and the agency
refused.

Mr. MacNulty today sald: “The Theater
Ticket Service Corporation was gullty of
misrepresentation as alleged in the com-
plaint and furthermore had failed to
keep proper records showing where it
had obtained the tickets and was found
gullty of violating the provisions of the
general business law, and the company's
llcense has been revoked, taking effeot
Immediately."

Possible‘ Picture Tieup
For Aarons & Freedly

NEW YORK, Feb. 10. — Alex Aarons,
Whose last name forms one-half of the
Utle of that successful producing team,
Aarons & Freedly, departed for an ex-
tended visit to the Pacific Const today.

Aarons & Freedly have produced nu-
merous musical comedy hits, including
Hold Everything and Heads Up, which is
%  current attraction on Broadway.
Aarons {s going to the Coast to look into
various propositions whereby the firm or
Aarons & Freedly would become affiliated
with a motion picture concern.

Old-Time Stars Again on
Great White Way—hey, hey!

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.~Here are
two billboards visible these days on
Broadway,

“Francis Wilson in When Knight-
hood Was in Flower.

‘“Henry Dixie In Adonis”

But they are both from “the good
old days"” and are revealed now only
because two playhouses are being
demolished. On the bulilding next to
the spot where the old Knlickerbocker
stood is the Dixie sign and next to
where the Garrick Theater stood is
the Wilson advertisement.

Attractions Scarce
In Western Canada

TORONTO, Feb. 10.—Western Canada
is now almost. empty of attractions. This
fertile field, always the hope of the dis-
heartened traveling manager, {8 booked
by Trans-Canada Theaters, Ltd., with
headquarters in Toronto, under E, M.
Rawley. Tours are usually begun here
on the way to the coast.

The Stratford-Upon-Avon Players and
Journey's End both commenced the trip
in Toronto and went to Western Canada.
At present they are in the United States.
The Philip Rodway Company, in English
pantomime, {s now on the way back to
England. The tour ended In a flourish
and excellent business. The closing
weeks for Sir Martin Harvey in his across-
continent trip were also excellent.

The Maurice Colbourne Company, In
Shavian repertoire, introduced a new
style in sleeper jumps. Aftert playing
Vancouver, B. C,, it entrained for Hamil-
ton, Ont, a distance of 2,778 mlles.
Douglas Gibb, the manager, inaugurated
this new departure instead of immediate-
ly playing the same clities on the return
route

Gordon McLeod, who started here In
The Ringer, an English thriller, is still
on the Coast playing an extended en-
gagement in repertolre which promises to
last for some time.

The usual after-Christmas productions
are noticeably not apparent and no new
productions or tours are reported for

BEDFORD,
the season’s newcomers to Broadway,
is currently appearing in a leading

one of

ELEANORE

part with the Don Marquis play,
“Everything's Jake”, at the Assembly
Theater. Her only previous New
York appearance was in a minor role
in another Assembly production. Miss
Bedford is a product of Philadel-
phia and Long Island stock companies,
Her last stock engagement was with
the Hampton Players at Southamp-
ton, L. I. She started her profes-
sional career as a dancer at Roches-
ter, N. Y. Miss Bedford will soon
give a series of matinees as “Little
Lord Fauntleroy”.
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B’way Losing
Legit. Houses

Only two will be left on
White Way when Empire
goes—drama in side streets

NEW YORK, Feb. 10—~Within a short
time Broadway will have become a figure
of speech rather than a street lined with
legitimate playhouses. The majority of
theaters along the Great White Way have
been given over to the talking pictures.
At present only three theaters on Broad-
way house legitimate productions, Ham-
merstein's, the Empire and the George
M. Cohan Theater.

The Emplre is goon to be demolished,
for it is reported for sale at $2,000,000,
The old Knickerbocker is being demol-
ished and a 35-story office bullding will
rise In Its place. The Casino Theater is
being torn down. It, too, will be re-
placed by & glant office structure,

The legitimate theaters are now con-
fined to the side streets. With the de-
struction of the Empire there will be
only two legitimate theaters on Broad-
way, Hammerstein’s and the George M.
Cohan. The Cohan has been housing
pictures since last season, but is sched~
uled to house a musical show starting
this week. It is probable that the house
will again be turned over to the pleture
interests immedlately following the clos-
ing or removal to another house of the

Plan To Recoup
By Using Stars

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Richard Ben-
nett has returned to the Shubert man-
t. B tt has f foned with-
out the Shuberts since he appeared un-
der thelr management several years ago
in The Dancers. Present plans are for
him to star in Siberia, a play from the
Hungarian of Lajos Zilhay, In which he
will open in Philadelphia early in March.
Following his engagement here it is
sald that Bennett will be dispatched on
an extensive road tour as part of a cam-
palgn to be waged by the Shubert in-
terests to send Broadway stars into the
provinces in an effort to gain support
from audiences in other cities. They
are said to be negotiating with many
stars who are not tied up with other
managers to ald them in their road cam-
paign.

Belasco Author Signed

By Warner Brothers
NEW YORK, Feb. 8. — B. Harrison

Orcow, author of Blind Window, which

the second half of the present
The territory is available to all and there
is little or no opposition.

No Tour for Civic Group

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Present plans
of Eva Le Galllenne and the Civic Rep-
ertory acting company do not include
an extensive road tour this season. The
extended tour, Including the Pacific
Coast, during a preceding season, was
sald to be a financial failure, and Miss
Le Gallienne expects to remain on the
home ground this year. The company
will journey to Philadelphia, where they
are booked for a two weeks' engagement
in April, and will then return to play
out the remainder of the season at the
Civic Repertory Theater here.

Miller Seeing War Play

NEW YORK, Feb. 10—Gilbert Miller,
who has just salled for England, is sald
to be interested iIn the forthcoming
London production by Maurice Browne
of B.J.I. Browne was the original pro-
ducer of Journey's End, which Miller
brought to America. The new play Is
reported to be an accurate portrayal of
war from the naval point of view. It
deals with the Battle of Jutland, and
:'hc:: are n:lwomen l‘n the cast, B.J. I,

e naval signal for “Ev man to
his post™” O,

was announced for production this sea-
son by David Belasco, has signed a con-
tract to write scenarios for Warner Bros.

. Orcow will depart for the Coast imme-

dlately.
Meantime David Bel t d

fcal show,

The Empire for several years has
steadlly maintained the legit. at one end
of Broadway. With its passing, now that
the Knickerbocker has gone, goes the
only house that has not been rented for
pictures periodically during the last five
years.

At present plcture interests have a
free range In their selection of houses
for run-talkies because of the over-
abundance of dark houses all of this
season, both on Broadway and in the
side streets, -

The demolition of the Empire will
leave but one house for the attractions
of Gilbert Miller, its lessee from the
Frohman interests. Miller still retains
:3‘2?:“ of the Lyceum Theater im 45th

reet,

Will Rogers to Coast

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Will Rogers has
returned from London where he engaged
in a serfes of chats with British states-
men regarding the proposed cut in naval
ermament. Rogers will remain here for
the opening of his friend Fred Stone's
show, Ripples. Immediately following,
hgosnd his wife will depart for Holly-
wood.

IGS AND TOUPEES FOR MEN. Bobbed
for Women. Natural as your own
WALTER SOLOMON, 106 West 42d

C,
Bireet, New York.

@ramaltc c%rt

> has postp
the production of Blind Window until
next season. Beth Merrill, who was
scheduled to play the lead in the Belasco
production this season, will be its fea-
tured player when it opens in the fall.

Broadway Engagements

Rate Smith, John Barker, Russ Brown,
the Gale Quadruplets, Pearl Osgood,
Henry Whittemore, the Darling Twins,
Fred Manatt and Bob Lively for Flying
High (George White).

Herbert Yost, Spring Byington, Patricia
Barclay, Gerald Oliver Smith, Edward
Flelding, Marion Abbott, Alan Davis and
Jerome Collamore for Apron Strings
(Forrest C. Haring).

Marjorie Peterson for the Chicago
company of Young Sinners (Shuberts).

Ranald Savery, Czara Romanyl, Doug-
las Cosgrove, John Ellis, Edwin Breeze
and Willlam Bdwards for Out of the East
(Charles F. Park).

James Cagney, Joan Blondell, Paul
Gulifoyle, Lenita Lane, Millard Mitchell,
Valerle Bergere, George Barbler, Leneta
Lane and Ackland Powell for Penny Ar-
odde (Wm. P. Tanner & Wm. Keighley).

Hugh O'Connell for the road company
of Salt Water (John Golden).

[ sttt ataasia i
MERICAN ACADEMY
OF DRAMATIC ARTS

Founded 1884 by Franklin H. Sergent

n. £ F 1 1, ‘ D L.
2wnulonnl Training. ?I"‘he“lnmucdnn ofm

Winter Term Still Open

Calalog descriding all Cotzraes from the Secrelary
hm 145-B, , CARNEGIB HALL, New York
A AN NN N bl

THOMIA TLVINE .
STUPIO= ~THEATRE
A COURSE IN ACTING
Students have been placed
with Eva LoGallienne, the Thea-
tre Guild, the Coburns and oth-
€rs. Catalog on request,
Teacher of Alice Brady.
ring Sesston March 24

‘g?
uow.msffm"" YORE.




6

Oppesed by Lawyéi's, Equity
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Hopes Post Bill Will Pass

Bar Association gives opinion against Wales Law amend-
ment — Equity lobby gains favorable reaction — bill
is reported — expected legislature action this session

NEW YORE, Feb. 8.—Frank Gillmore, president of Actors’ Equity Associotion,
believes the Lill sponsored by Assemblyman Lansdon W, Post will bo approved

by the New York State Legisiature.

In spite of the expressed opposition of the

New York City Bar Association, Glllmore stated his hope for the bill todgy.
During the last week Gilimore led a contingent of feminine lobbylsts to the

Assembly Codes Commilttee, asking for
the release of the bill. Gillmore belleves
the bill will be brought out to the floor
of fhe Legislature during the present
session,

The Post bill alms td amend the Wales
Padlock Law so that actors taking part
in alleged salacious or obscene plays will
not be liable until their contribution to
the corruption of morals shall have been
established by a court decision,

The Bar Association’s objection to the
pill is as follows:

*The actor is an essential factor in the
production of a play, and by gesture,
spoken word or tone of yolce creates the
atmosphere of the performance, and
rend: it d t or ob clean or
immoral, as the case may be. If the
result is a filthy performance, fhe is a
principal in the commission of a crime."

Post's bill was favorably reported on
by the Codes Committoe after the session
with the Equity delegation last week.

Several attempts to amend the Wales
Padiock Law have been made since it
was adopted. A spirited fight to stop its
passing the Leglslature was led by Equity
and a group of New York managers dur-
ng the session at which It became a law.
Failing to balt its passage. Equity has
consistently given its support to every
movement toward amending it to exclude
performers from responsibility before
their connection with the production of
plays is established.

The lobby, led by Gillmore, included
Margalo Glllmore, Vivian Topin, Laurette
Pajlor, Entd Romany, Mrs. Emily Holt
and Genevieve Roubelle.

Dark Days in Hoboken

NEW YORK, Feb, 10.—Hohoken, the
scene of last year's successful revivals of
After Dark and The Black Crook, is at
present the scene of consternation in the
ranks of the Hoboken Theatrical Com-
pany, Inc.; it was learned today.

An application for receivership has
been filed by the company headed by
Christopher Morley. The application
states that there are debts totaling
$15.000. Morley admits that After Dark
made money, but states that the com-
pany’s era of prosperity ended Inst April,
due to alleged mismanagement on the
part of the company’s treasurer in office
at that time.

The Blue and the Gray, a Civil War
melodrama, which has beéen playing In
Hoboken under the auspices of Morley,
has closed and has been reported as o
financlial fallure.

Actress Gets Cash Award,

NEW YORK, Feb. 8.—Dr. Louis Shine
today settled the claim held against him
by %lsa Shelley. an award for which was
given by a board of the American Ar-
bitration Association several weeks ago.
Equity acting for the performer had
asked judgment In the Supreme Court
here when the settlement for cash was
agreed upon. The claim arose from =
disagreement over the production of The
Courtesan, the rights of which are now
held by the author, Irving Kaye Davis.

Marjorie Sweet To Sing

NEW YORK, Feb. 10—Marjoric Sweet,
dramatic soprano, who closed with
Mitz1l's revival of Sari, at the Liberty, last
week., will go Into rehearsal shortly In
one of the singing roles of Hyman Adler’s
production of The Seer. Miss Sweet was
with Sari since its opening four weeks
ago In Philadelphia. Her partner for
two years, Warren Proctor, who was also

with her in the Mitzi show, Is set
with Warner for talkles.
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Chinese Siar Preparves
For Breadway Showing

NEW YORK, Web. 10—Mel Lan-Fang,
Premier actor of China, has arrived here
and Is In rehearsal prior to his opening
on Broadway February 17 In a serles of
Chinese dramas,

With Meci Lan-Pang are Prof. Chi Ju
Shan, noted Chincse dramatist; Chang
Chia-Chu, of the Bank of China; Che
May Chen-Hwang, former manager of
the Chinese-American Bank of China,
and Kung Tso-Lin,

Notables who are sponsoring the ap-
Pearance In America of Mel Lan-Fang
are: Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, Mrs. C, C.
Wu, wife of the Chinese Minlster;
Charles R. Crane, Paul Monroe, John
Dewey, Otto Kahn, John R. MacMurray,
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Stillman Kelley,
George Plerce Baker and Karl A. Bickel,

Carroll to London in May

NEW YORK, Feb. 8.—Earl Carroll has
postponed the London engagement of
his Sketch Book until May. The show
has been running approximately eight
months on Broadway, and from present
Indications will remain for some time.
Carroll has no production plans for the
immediate future, but states that he will
produce a new Vanitfes with which to
open the new Earl Carroll Theater.

Will Not Leave Cast

NEW YORK, Feb. 10—Evelyn Laye will
not leave Bitter Swueet, the Noel Coward
operetta here under the management of
Zlegfeld-Selwyn-Cochran, but it is re-
ported that the show will close soon if
business does not get better after it
moves Into the Shubert Theater next
week to permit the Ed Wynn show,
Simple Simon, the Ziegfeld piece to take
possession of the Zlegfeld Theater., Bit-
ter Sweet is one of the big musicals
that has fallen off considerably since
the holidays. It is reported that there
have been several rows of vacant seats
in the house at nearly every performance.

Billboard

Colored Cast Protected by
Big Bond for Rivers Show

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Something
of & record for dramatic shows is
established In the bond posted with
Actors' Equity Association for the
salaries of the cast who will take part
In the Marc Connolly show, Green
Pastures, which comes to Broadway
during the week of February 24.
Lawrence Rivers, Inc., which is pro-
ducing {t, has posted $10,000 to cover
the employment of the actors en-
aged.

The bond was jumped to the high
figure during last week when a col-
Jred choir which holds Chorus Equity

bership was d to take
part In the procuction.

Guild Signs Nazimova
For Russian Drama

NEW YORK. Feb. 10—Due to the ill-
ness of Alfred Lunt, who was to have
costarred with Lynn Fontanne in Tur-
genev's A Month in the Country for the
Theater Guild, the Guild has altered its
plang for the production and has signed
Mme. Alla Nazimova to be featured in
the play.

Mme, Nazimova was last seen here un-
der the ausplces of the Clvic Repertory
company, where she was an outstanding
success {n Chekov's The Cherry Orchard.
She departed from the ranks of that
organization following an atleged dis-
agreement with Eva Le Galllenne, head
of the Civic Repertory group.

The Theater Guild has announced A
Month in the Country for so.nevime in
March, following the opening of the
Shaw play, The Apple Cart.

Friml Show Postponed

NEW YORK, Feb. 8-—Russell Janney
will not do the S. N. Behrman musical
comedy, but will return to the Broadway
producing business next scason with a
musical from the works of Justin Mec-
Carthy, who wrote If I Were King, upon
which the Vagabond King was based.
Janney says that Rudolf Friml, com-
poser of the Vagabond King score, is now
working on the music for this new show.

Equity Moving in Hollywood

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—~Word was re-
celved today from the Hollywood office
of the Actors' Equity Assoclation that
the local offices will move on the first
of March to larger and more desirable
quarters {n the Cherokee Building, situ-
ated at 6636 Hollywood boulevard. Theo
growth in membership of the Hollywood
branch of Equity is said to have re-
sulted In the impending move.

e M S

JIMMIE COOPER Is scheduled to pro-

duce a play entitled The Blue Ghost

Legit.

Notes

NINA WILCOX PUTNAM, authoress,
has petitioned the United States District
Court at Mlami, Fla., to adjudge her a
voluntary bankrupt. The proceedings
were under the name of Inez W. Sander-
son.,

LILLTAN GISH, who 5 In New York
at the present time, is sald to be In-
terested In plans for her appearance in
a Broadway production. It is sald that
the play will be produced under the
direction of Max Reinhardt,

JUNE WALKER has declded not to
withdraw from the cast of Waterloo
Rridge in which she I8 being costurred
with Glenn Hunter. It was reported
that Miss Walker and Hunter had
auarreled.

CRITICS CHEERED at the London
opening of A, A, Milne's Michael and
Mary, according to word received from
Gllbert Miller's London offices. Miller Is
presenting the play there In assoclation
with Charles Hopkins.

PHILIP DUNNING, who turned pro-
ducer with the production of Those We
Love, by George Abbot and 8, K. Lauren,

Is reported to bave spurned an offer of
:;15:'.000 per year to go to work for the
es.

TOM HOWARD, who with Joe Cook is
scheduled to depart for California to
1ilm Rain or Shine next month, is com-
pleting some talking shorts for Warner
Bros. here.

LAURA D. WILCK, author’s agent and
producer of Flight and Thunder in the
Air, is reported about to sponsor a revue

Faint Hope in
New Contract

Gillmore sees Equity’s
Hollywood policy gaining
favor among players

NEW YORK, Feb. 8—There 15 little
hope for any contract unless the con-
tracting party has power to enforce it,
Frank Gillmore, president of Actors'
Equity Assoclation, sald today In com-
menting on the new contract for free-
lance actors proposed by the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sclences.
The contract, he sald, however, justifies
in great measure everything which
Equity fought for in the Hollywood bat-
tle with the picture interests.

“If any justification was ever needed
here It is, but I would rather have little
to say until the thing is worked out”
Gillmore added. He pointed out the
adoption of company union plan will
never eliminate any of the abuses ram-
pant among performers in Hollywood

‘and cited the members of the Academy

who will have volce in any of its move-
ments to prove that little can come of
any of its actions,

According to Gillmore, the Academy
is four-fifths manager and one-fifth ac-
tor, and so must fail to do anything
constructive for the actor because it
lacks the enforcing power required to
bring about contractive movements for
the benefit of employees.

Glllmore did --y, however, that the
claims of Equity made in the battle of
Hollywood were evidently just and equit.
able because of the action taken by the
Academy.

Gillmore holds lttle hope for any-
thing the Academy may do to assist the
actors because it cannot function with-
out a forcing power. He says that with
an organization such as Equity behina
the actors the Academy would indeed be
a great benefit to the motion picture
industry because it would be an excel-
lent medium for arbitration If it had
equal power for all.

The Academy ts of gers,
writers, technicians and directors, in ad-
ditlon to the actors. The first four are
naturally with the managers aind thus
leave the actor with little or no prestige
in the policy of the organization.

ECHO, a play by Lella Manning Tay-
lor, Is to be presented on Broadway at
a series of special matinee performances.
Harold Winston Is directing.

ROBERT
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COVERS GREY AND
FADED HAIR, YET 1§
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$2.00
and sample of halr, Add
snother dollar for a bot.
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ROBERT OLIVE OIL
SHAMPOO
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ROBERT
Makes You Beautiful
675 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

now being written by Lawton Campbell
who once authored a play entitled
Immoral Isabella,

THE TITLE of Marie Baumer's play,
Blind Spot, has been changed to Penny
Arcade. Miss Baumer, who s onlv 19
years old, had her first play produced
in New York early this season. It was
Town Boy, which lasted but a few nights,

JAKE WOLFE, who used to run the
old Casino Cafe, New York, I8 haunting
the old Caslno Theater Bullding, which
is being demolished. The reason is that
Jake sealed n bottle of 1895 liquor in the
cornerstone and the report that he
wants it back, .

EFFECTS

With U. V. Colors aud Invistble Light.

A.STROBL

58 West 50ih Street, Depl. B, NEW YOBK.




48TH STREET

peginning Wednesday evening, Peb 5. 1930

THE BOUNDARY LINE

A play by Dana Burnel, Directed by Dana
Burnét and Morsls Grecn. Settings de-
signed by Henry Dieyfuss and executed by
Cleon Throckmorton Studios: Presented

. L. Jones and Morris Green. Starring
Otto Kruger.

parothes Fenway

Margaret Larso!

..Katherine Alexander
Winifred Lenthan

Alian chrly to Kruger
sarah ... Dorls Sanger
Eert .. Lew Payton

Tussie ... Marfe Simpson
glija Horton ...John T. Doyle
Pl HOABE . ocuciiiiiinnnncennn, Miriam Scars
peter Sturgls . .Charles Trowbridge
Qeotge HOAGE ... .oocvvinaaiannns John Butler
mulo Vane

Houston Richards
..................... .B E. Blanchard

c'r I—The Living m of the Fenway
Home Noar Blucncldl N. Y. Afternoon of an
Barly Summer Day. ACT IT--The. Meadow,
gvening. Ten Days Later. ACT IIT—The
Living Room of the Fenway Home. Forenoon
of the Next Day.

The Boundary Line is a play of poetic
jovellness. mounted with =2 dash of
realism that Is provoecative. All who had
s band In bringing It to the theater
treated it as tenderly as the brain child
of any playwright has ever been at-
tended It s a work that, somehow, is
not entirely deserving, for no other
reason than that Dana Bumet has not
drawn his thesis as decisively as he might
have. Because of this, it is a play that
provides thought and entertalnment for
a small minority.

In the acting of Otto Kruger there is
s note of sympathy with his role/ that
nctors rarely are able to put into their
parts. When this play sags and drags,
and hecomes talky and stiff with windy
speeches that bear down upon the in-
terest, it Is Kruger's deft handling of a
comp.ex character, puzzled by the im-
portance placed upon unnecessary things
in life, that holds the opus above
oblivion. To such an Impossible con-
crete object as a wooden picket fence
Burnet has gone to draw an analogy
with mystical things that govern the
frightened existence of Dorothea Fenway.
Mrs. Fenway, a practical person, wants
her world complete, labejled and where
she can put her finger on every indi-
vidual item with which she comes In
contact Unfortunately Mrs. Fenway
chooses foy a husband a writer to whom

- the world is home: who, it must be pre-
sumed, seas only the more Important,
underlying factors in the human exist-
ence. Allan Fenway. a poet by nature,
hes relinquished his ambition and be-
come a hack fictlon writer to give his
wife those things she desires. Faintly
drawn symbolisms are infected into the
plot to prove the Incompatibility of
Allan, the free soul, restrajned, and
Dorothea, the restrained soul, freed. 8o
unjust is Dorothea’s desire to be safely
locked up in her false world that the
erection of this fence around her proper-
ty. which she fights for in a court of
law, causes the denth of Elija Horton, a
harmless provincial farmer in whose life
Allan gees unsurpassed devotion and
beauty.

‘The death of old Horton f{inally kills
Allan’s desire to remain with Dorcthea
and he turns hér over to Peter Sturgis,
who has already made known his love
for Mrs. Fenway.

Included In this Boundary Line there
Is an fdea worthy of attention, such
attention as has n attended on it
It may seem paradoxical to complain in
one breath and prajse in the next. But
here it is plausible because even tho
Burnet has not driven home his points
soundly in an argumentative vein, he has
been brave enough to at least put them
on paper, and A. L. Jones and Morris
Green have been imaginative enough to
stage them.

There Is a setting used in this pro-
duction that is the best Henry Dreyfuss
has ever contributed to the theater. It
Is a meadow setting. done with reallstic
imagination that breathes a breath of
warmth and comfort such as one might
find In a green, fragrant woods on a hot
summer's night. Attention must here
be called also to the unique effect gained
thru careful lighting on this set.

Above everything, however, In this
production, rises the contribution of an
able, Intelligently relected cast. Kath-
orine Alexander does her work excep-
tlonally fine, but to Winifred Lenihan
must go the honors for the feminine
quarter, Miss Lenthan, for two acts
carrying a rether inconsplcuous part,
2ives a portrayel of frustrated love that
i as distinct and clear as It could
possibly have been done. Kruger gives
an evan, sympathetic rendition of his
role that 1s memorable. John T. Doyle

Billboard

THE NEW PLAYS ON BROADWAY
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father. Ada Potter is excellent in the
all tod small role of Sara’s mother.
Plerre D'Ennery and Fdward La Roche
contribute effective bits as walter and

And so Is that of Charles Trowbridge. In
fact, there is no one In the cast who
dees not do his work with understand-
ing and precision.

The direction of Green and Burnet is
sometimes too obvious, which, inciden-
tally. 1s one of the faults of Burnet's play
when a few moments of the second act
have been consumed.

The Boundary Line is an intelligent
drama that will interest many but en-
tertain few. HARLES MORAN.

PLYMOUTH

g, February 3, 1830

REBOUND

A play hy Donald Ogden Stewart. Directed
by Arthur Hopkins. Settings by Robert
by Arthur Hop-

Edmond Jones. Presented
kins,

(In Order of ‘l'helr Appearance.)
Liz Crawford...... Corinne Ross
Lyman Patterson. .George MacQuarrle
arta, Mald.....ccoeveocococrsoses Ann
Les Crawford Donald Ogden Stewart
5ara JaMTreY. .. coveenrnnncosess Hope Willlams

e
Bill Truesdale
Johnnie Coles,
Evie Lawrence

«++...DODD  Cook

_Robert Williams

Kntherlm Leslte
Y. . ..Ada Potter

Pierre, Valet de Chambri

Jules, Walter

Henry Jaffrey

ACT I-Dining Room In the Country Home
of Les and Liz Crawford. Near New York.
Nine ¢'Clock on a Monday Morning In October.

ACT II-Living Room of n Hotel Suite in Parls.
Noon of an April Morning, 8ix Months Later
(During This Act the Curtain Is Lowered To
Indlcate the Lapse of an Hour and a Knll')
ACT III—8ame a3 Act I. Pive o'Clock in
Morning, Following September.

Humorist that he Is, Donald Ogden
Stewart has turned out an engaging Iit-
tle play entitled Rebound, which bene-
fits by the ceft staging of Arthur Hop-
kins and the comic ability of Hope Wil
ltams,

His story is the simple tale of Sara
Jaffrey, who might be called a spinster.
Sara has tried to get her man and failed.
Life Is a serles of week-ends in the
country, parties, talks with a bore who
happens to be one’s mother and being
alone with a good book. Sara would

bow with him. He begs for her love.

marry Johnnie Coles, but he doesn't get
around to proposing. Blll Truesdale,
who is attractive, geta filted by Evie
Lawrence, who has made a $£9,000,000
cateh. Bill thinks about Evie for a few

months and then marrles Sara. They
go to Paris on their honeymoon. Evie
is in Paris, and Billl sees her again. He

forgets that he Is due back at the hotel
to mect Sara's father for the first time.
Sara and her father spend the afternoon
alone. Bill returns with Evie. Johnnie
Coles drops in along with Sara's sister
and brother-in-law. Someone plays the
plano. Sara watches Blll dance with
Evie and realizes that they are in love
with each other.

The next few months widen the gulf
between Sara and Bill., Back In the
States again, Bill continues to sce Evie,
Sara realizes that her marriage 1s o
fallure. Johnnie Coles knows that Sara
is unhappy and begs her to go away
Sara
sends him away. She realizes that ghe
has been begging for love. too. She con-
cludes that one's soul is more important
than loving and being loved. She faces
Bill, who learns that he I8 about to
lose his wife. They meet on common
ground and declde to remain together.

This is, of course, a trite story, but in
dramatic form it is charming. There are
times when its drama is labored, but its
humor Is always sparkling. Its char-
acters are real. And Donald Ogden
Stewart’s thinking is clear.

Hope Willlams, for whom it was writ-
ten, gives a splendid portrayal as Sara.
She 15 a gifted comedienne. It Is well
that Playwright Stewart has imbued his
most dramatic moments with humor.

The surrounding players are capable.
Donald Ogden Stewart, author, appears
as Donald Ogden Stowart, actor, in the
role of Sara's brother-in-law. He is ef-
fective. Donn Cook Is adequate as Bill
Truesdale, Robert Willilams glves a
splendid performance as Johnnie Coles.
Katherine Leslie 1s convincing as Evie
Lawrence. Walter Walker appears brief-
ly, but in a polished manner, as Sara's
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valet r ively. Corrinne Ross Is seen
but searcely heard as Sara's sister. Altho
Miss Ross has a falr share of lines her
indistinet manner of speaking renders
her an almost (naudible member of the
cast.

All told, there Is a deal of charm In
this production. Arthur Hopkins has
staged It Intelligently. The settings by
Robert Edmond Jones are highly ef-
fective. The play is not great, nor even
better than passably good, but by the
grace of Donald Ogden Stewart's wit
and Hope Willlams’ abllity as a come-
dienne it 1s a very worth-while enter-
tainment. CHARLES CROUCH.

IMORE NEW PLAYS ON PAGE 46

Broadway Openings

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 10

It's @ Grand Life, & comedy by Hatcher
Hughes and Alan Willlams. Presented
by Erlanger & Tyler at the Cort Theater.
Starring Mrs. Piske.

Ritzy, n comedy by Viva Tattersall and
Sidney Toler. Presented by L. Lawrence
Weber at the Longacre Theater. Starring
Ernest Truex,

Ripples, a musical comedy featuring
Fred Stone. Book by Willlam Anthony
McGuire, music by Oscar Levant and
Albert Sirmay, lyrics by Irving Caesar
and Graham John, Presented by Charles
Dillingham at the New Amsterdam Thea-
ter.

The 9:15 *‘Revue, presented by Ruth
Selwyn at the George M. Cohan Theater,

Joseph, a comedy by Bertram Bloch.
Presented by John Golden at the Liberty
Theater. Starring George Jessel,

Topaze, & comedy from the French by
Marcel Pagnol, adapted By Benn W. Levy.
Pesented by Lee Shubert at the Music
Box Theater.

The Last Mile, a play by John Wexley.
Presented by Herman Shumlin at the
Sam H. Harrls Theater.

CLOSINGS

George White’s Scandals closed Satur-
day, February 8, after 159 performances;
Salt Water, after 87 performances; Red
Rust, after 65 performances; Your Uncle
Dudley, after 96 performances; Sari, after
15 performances, and The Challenge of
Youth, after 24 performances,

London C_ables

LONDON, Feb. 8.—Honors Easy, by
Roland Pertwee, which opened at St
Martin’s yesterday, proved to be a dra-
matic comedy with an unusually in-
triguing plot. It was given a cordial re-
ception. Dlana Wynward made a great
hit on the occasion of her first appear-
ance as a leading lady In company with
Ann Todd, Jane Millican, Norman Mc-
Kinnel, Allan Aynesworth and Robert
Holmes.

Lee Ephraim has acquired a long lease
on London's newest theater in Cam-
bridgé Circus, called the Ritz, where he
will open with Rio Rite next month.

Herbert Clifton opened Monday at the
Palladium after six years’ absence in
America and received a hearty welcome
in his new stuff.

The Anena Famlily at the Coliseum and
the Guetsang Troupe at the Palladlum
both made a promising English debut
Monday.

Charles Hopkins salled Thursday, fol-
lowing his highly successful London pro-
duction of Michael and Mary.

Arrivals this week Included Rogers and
Wynne and Bud rnd Jack Pearson for
thelr first English variety appearances,

New Dance Team Under Way

NEW YORK, Feb., 10~Jean Kenin,
who appeared In George White's Scan-
dals, and George Clifford have formed
a dance team, and have returned here
following an extended engagement at
“Montmartre”, Miaml Beach, Fla. They
are sald to be about to sign contracts to
appear in a musical comedy.

IF GOD MADE THE WORLD 15 an-
nounced as the probable title of a play
now being written by Harry Hervey and
Blair Niles. Hervey was coauthor, with
Carleton Hlildreth, of Congai. Blair Niles
authored the Ronald Coleman
film Condemned to Devil’s Island.
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NV A Geﬁing Dough,But

No Assurance of More

Kendall To Coast
For Talkie Work

NEW YORK, Feb. 10~Euy EKendall,
former vaudeville producer, {s on his way
to the Coast via auto. Before settling In
Hollywood to stage dances for several
screen revivals he will stop in Oakland to
visif with friends. Late in the spring
Kendall will return east to make ar-

Pat Casey comes across with funds for meeting imme-
diate club expenses—Chesterfield belittles former crisis
hullabaloo—sanatorium now slated to open end of month

rangements for a trip to Parls,

accompanist for the Dolly Sisters.

Josie Writes Song

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Altho when he left here for the Coast January 21 Pat
Casey gave out word indirectly but officially that he did not undertake the trip
in the interest of elther the NVA or VMA, some rellef in the financial position
of the former organization has been obisined since Casey stepped on the 20th
Century. The perlodical feeding of money necessary for the operation of the

NEW YORK, Feb.,

entitled I Don't Like Appl

Some years ago Kendall was the plano

10. — Josephine
Harmon, comedienne, now playing for
RKO, has composed & comedy number

| ——

Go(ifrey’s
New Shows

First wunit last week at
Madison—all getting from
twelve to fifteen weeks

NEW YORK, Feb. 10~The first intact
show in the revised schedule of the RKO
Eastern division, which will make 1t

in sheet form.

Pp The
Supreme Music Concern will publish it

NVA and its rellef funds has come thru
Casey, according to a highly .authentic
source, Apparently, Casey’s Coast visit
has something to do with the changed
demeanor of the erstwhile calamity
howlers in the NVA,

When The Billboard printed its ex-
clusive story In the January 256 issue
dealing with the financiel crisls faced by
the NVA, It was freely predicted that
uniess some definite assurance ls forth-

Vauditorials

By ELIAS E. SUGARMAN

NOTE—The opinions stated i{n this column are those of th
and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which a£e e.:p::".‘::;
on the editorial page—ED,

coming of a regular income for the or-
ganization it would be on the rocks
within 10 days. Altho Casey and his
cohorta who are tled up In the manage-
ment of the NVA Benefit Fund have not
yet come out in the open with a plan
that will free the NVA from financial
worry the fact that the NVA still exists
and continues to carry on its varlous
(See NVA on page 88)

RKO Seeks Site in Chi. Loop

CHICAGO, Feb. 8—Out of the welter
of rumors concerning the local activities
of REO came one definite admission—
thgt a Loop slte for a new theater s
being sought. Several locations are be-

considered, but it 1s ‘understood no
definite choice has been made nor has
any definite time been set in wbich »
new house will be started.

Long Welech Route

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Harry Foster
Weleh, musieal imitations single, has
landed o long RKO route. He opened
the first half of Iast week in White Plains
and will play around town until March
20. Then he will go to Syracuse April 12
and work out of town until closing the
week of June 31 at the Hill Street, Los

Angeles.
Piazza in Chicago

CHICAGO, Feb. 8—Ben Plazza, RKO
booking chlef, arrived today from New
York for a conference with Midwestern
executives. While rumors connect
Pinzza's visit with changes in the per-
sonnel here, no authentic information as
to propoged changes is available.

Frozini Musical Act

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Frozini, accor-
dion virtuoso, i1s heading a new five-
people musical act which opened for
RKO on Eastern dates the first half of
last week at the Prospect, Brooklyn. He
is supported by a male musical quartet
dubbed the Melodinns. Frozini recently
arrived here from Midwestern dates,

Talbot Back With RKO

CHICAGO, Feb. 8-—Andy Talbot, for-
mer manager of the falr department of
the old Western Vaudeville, returned to
the offices of RKO this week. He will
be vonnected with the club department,
of which Fred Varin Is manager.

ETWEEN spasms of glcom over the depression bridge i

this season from the last, more than a l‘:no! of casuaglsdh:::rgi'c::

_themselves over of late to optimistic predictions regarding the
position of vaudeville in the mobile show business firmament the
season of 1930-'31. These predictions are not the whistling of grim
defenders to keep up their courage. We have passed thru the self-
deceiving stage; that period when vaudeville showmen and per-
formers c!cluded themselves into thinking and spreading the thought
that talkies are a passion fad., Vaudeville has tasted of the dregs
since. Now‘it begins to display what we diagnose as very faint
signs of rising, Vaudeville's protagonists have stared the talkie
menace in the face. _They have regained the courage that temporarily
deserted them, sending them off into a panic of complete renuncia-
tion of all the principles of the show business—and common sense,

As we have attempted to dring out clearly time and again, talkies
are by no means as bad for the unchanging vaudevillian as they were
painted in the days before they revealed themselves in their full height.
And donw't let any too optimistic proponent of the vaudeville cause
(for his own good) conclude now that talkies have reached the apex of
their influence in the dmusement industry, Despite the marvelous de-
velopment of the gabbified films since they were first introduced their
state is as immature as was vaudeville in the Koster & Bial era.

The operators who fell headlong into the talkle pit are beginning to
realize (slowly, we admit) that they cannot subsist very much longer on
a straight diet of hanical entertaf t. Present labor scales are
deemed prohibitive, yet these operators direct a longing glance ever so
often at the vaudeville mart. They want vaudeville more than a growing
boy craves sweets. But they have unpleasant dreams about ledger pages
neatly broldered with red digits, Other obstacles will have to be cleared
before the great mass of operators are ready for vaudeville. The months,
and In many Instances, years, that operators have been carrying on
without vauceville have served to enlighten them about this phase of
the business, When they take back vaudeville they will require some-
thing better—and vastly different—from the accustomed vaudeville.

Those whose business it is to book vaudeville and those who are
vaudeville itself—the performers—ean do nothing more in this uncertain
period than be prepared. The revival is coming. It will come sooner
and last much longer if those who comprise vaudeville take a cue from
their talkie cousins and work toward making a new and better vaudeville.
Taken all in all, it appears that the vaudeville depression has reached
the crisis. 1f lador, as represented by stagehands and musicians, would
get together with the actors, vaudeville's troudles lould have been
over before they began. E

If the NVA should eventually pass out of existence as a result of the
admitted financlal crisis, which was discussed in some detail in this de-

__partment recently, there Is a likelthood that a certain clique of per-
formers will attempt to form an actors' organization dedicated solely

to helping the unfortunates in the profession. This, we believe, Is an
ideal worth pursuing, NVA or no NVA. If such an organization had been
functioning when bad times began to set in, much of the misery now
met on all sides could have been avolded.

As long as the NVA or any similar org is indebted to man-
agers for its sustenance, credit standing and official recognition it can
never be a real actors’ organization. An NVA without chess, checker, bil=-
lard and golf tournaments: an NVA without hotel accommodations,
and an NVA without an obligation of allegiance to show Dbusiness
politiclans is worth a struggle. And the Eddie Cantors, with their
hands UNTIED, are always welcome as leaders. The sooner the other
ossifers, the rubber-stamp fellows, are sent on their way the better,

P ble for the rotating affairs to get
from 12 to 15 weeks of consecutive work,
opened the first half of last week at
the Madison, Brooklyn. It comprises
Charles (Slim) Timblin, Raynor Lehr,
Mowatt and Hardy, Jean Rankin and
Blue Belles and vania,

An afterpiece wil] be tacked on to the
Timblin-headed show on later dates, and
this procedure will be followed in intact
shows that lend themselves readily to
the Innovation. Harry Singer, of the
circuit’s production department, will
supervise the work on the afterpleces
and other novelfles to be put into sub-
sequent shows.

George Godfrey has arranged for the
next intact show to open this first half
in Flushing. It comprises Harrls and
Radcliffe, LaBelle Pola, Johnny Downs
and Flowers of Seville, a flash.

The tentative lineup of Eastern intact
shows for the next four weeks follows:
February 15, at the Madison, Brady and
Wells and Jimmy Savo; February 22, at
the 86th Street, Stan Kavanaugh, Dillon
and Parker and Clifford and Marion;
March 1, at the Mad} Don © |
and Al K, Hall; March 8, at tne Madison,
the Four Camerons.

Godfrey's four-act shows, according to
report, are being estimated to cost from
82,500 to $3,000, the loeway of $500 mak-
ing it possible for the production de-
partment to go In for frugal embellish-
ments without .iceeding the set house
budgets.

Peggy Eames on Interst;te

CHICAGO, Feb. 8.—Peggy Eames, for-
merly one of the Our Gang kids, is now
working single. SHe has just returned
to Chicago from an engagement at the
Orpheum, Oklahoma City, and will open
on the Junior Orpheum Time in Sioux
City about February 15.

Cecile Elliott Has New Act

CHICAGO, Feb. 8.—Ceolle ElHott, for-
merly character woman at the Kedzie
Theater, 18 rehearsing a new vaudeville
act which will soon have a tryout at
the Englewood Theater,

Shirley McIntyre for F. & M.

DENVER, Colo.,, Feb, 8—Shirley Mc-
Intyre, local dancer, who has been tour-
ing with Fanchon & Marco the last two
seasons, left here Saturday for Omaha
to begin her engagement on the RKO
Circuit.

Vernon-Wallace in Old Act

NEW YORK, Feb, 10.—Maud and Ver-
non Wallace have abandoned last sea-
son’s musical comedietta, Southland, and
have gone back to their old dramatic
skit, New York, by Fred and Fanny Hat-
ton. They resumed for Loew last week
in their more familiar offering at the
State, and will travel next week to
Roch

ester, Other Eastern dates are
likely, )
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Chi. Palace
Is Next Out

Dropping straight vaude.
shortly — tough spotting
shows—Riverside biz poor

NEW YOREK, Feb. 10.—Being one of the
few straight vaudeville houses cast of the
Mississippl the last several months has
made It |ncreasingly difficult to supply
the Palace, Chjcago, with attractions
sultable to its needs. The feverish ac-
tivity of the RKOC booking forces to
keep the sole stronghold of big time in
the Middle West going on all six has had
a deleterious effect on the shows of sur-
rounding vaudefilmers of the circuit.
Consequently, it appears more certain
than ever that the Palace will bow out
of its present policy before the begin-
ning of spring. As has been predicted
time and again In these columns, the
Palace, New York, will eventually be the
only stralght vaudeville house in the
country. At the beginning of the sea-
son thers were four straight vaudeville
houses in the country, the New York and

Chicago Pal: the Orph Los An-
geles, and the Riverside here,
B of the ity of using an

average of elght strong acts weekly at
the Chicago house, acts have been forced
to make long jumps, and where this has
been found to be impracticable vaude-
filmers in and around Chicago have been
forced to chronically forego their fea-
ture acts in order to bolster up the Pal-
ace shows, The circult has come to the
decisfon that the victory is not worth
the struggie. It is a matter of weeks
now before the Palace joins the State-
Lake in the vaudefilm category. In' its
new policy the Palace will come In under
the regular Western route without any
changes and additions being necessary
for shows booked into it.

Since the Riverside was launched on
its hybrid policy of vaudeville and talk-
ing shorts, business has not improved
hoticeably. The house Is not as steeped
in the red because its shows are cheaper,
but the box-office showing has not been
satisfactory at all. The circuit is still
at a loss as to what can be done with
the former big-time house. Its only
salvation, certain officials declare, Iy
good pictures, It has been sadly neg-
lected thus far {n this respect, altho fea-
ture films have not been used there since
last season. There is a possibility that
an arrangement will be made with Fox
whereby the Riverside will be pooled in
film buying with the Japanese Gardens,
an-adjoining all-sound house, and a big
moneymaker for Fox. Incidentally, Fox
has & big slice in the Riverside, owning
the property but not being concerned
with its operation.

Hess Promotes Personnel

CHICAGO, Feb, 8~A number of shifts
in the personnel of the publicity offices
of REKO have been made the past week
by Jacques Hess, chief of publicity here.
Arthur Carstens has been made manager
of speclal publicity and exploitation,
Robert Haley has been placed In charge
of exploitation for Western Vaudeville
and Bunice Lefkovits, Hess' former secre-
tary, is now in charge of daily contact
for newspaper advertising. Rose Helm-
lgcﬂh::" has been made private secretary

Bernstein Surrenders
Windsor to Jack Linder

NEW YORK, Feb. 8.—Having gone into
the hole for plenty on booking Sunday
concerts into the Windsor, Bronx, Sam
Bernstein decided two weeks ago to stop
Playing angel to Old Man Red, He
threw In the sponge and Jack Linder
immediately picked it up. How Linder
Wil make out is a question. The Wind-
for's Sunday biz has fallen down badly
since Loew opened its Bro
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HAL JEROME and GLORIA GRAY,
who are now doing an act called
“The Laughologist” on the RKO
Time after a vacation of secveral
months at their home on the Coast.
They have been a standard combo
for years and formerly did an act
subbilled as “Hoos Hoo?"

Fox Seniors
Cutting Aects

NEW YORK. Feb., 10.—All of Fox's
senior vaudefilmers in this area are play-
ing full-week schedules this week, with
2 possibility that these may be extended
for another week. The condition is due
to the booking of two fllm specials,
Sunny Side Up, playing the Manhattan
houses, and Hot for Paris, the Brooklyn
houses. Vaude. bills have been cut from
one to three acts and a policy of four
shows is In force daily at all houses.

The circult has secured two other
specials for the weeks of March 1 and
March 8, which it is said will cause a
duplication of this week's situation.
These are Show of Shows and Happy
Days. Should the two-week holdover
take place next week with Sunny Side
Up and Hot for Paris, a precedent in
cutting down on acts will be established
for the backing of other big pictures in
the near future.

16 Vaude. Playlets
Secured by PTB Club

NEW YORK, Feb. 10,—Gustave Froh-
man and Dr, Hugh Grant Rowell, of the
PTB Club Productions, have secured
control of 16 dramatic playlets, which
have aiready been approved by the
mother organization, for use by the dra-
matic auxillary. These are in addition
to De Coucy's playlet, For Lizette, for
which private casting auditions by in-
vitation only are now being held.

As speedily as the playlets can be
turned out.by the voluntary workers as-
signed to this task they will be sub-
mitted for major circuit booking. In
each case the interested vaudeville man-
agers and bookers will be favored with
a speclal rehearsal. The proceeds of
salaries derived from the plays will be
used for the purpose of the club, which
is to render financial assistance to
deserving showfolk.

Club Swinger in Days
Of Tony Pastor Must Die

A dispatch from London February 3
stated that the Court of Criminal Ap-
peals on that day dismissed the appeal
of James Achew, ahas James Starr, a
performer of the old days, agalnst a
death sentence for the murder of Sybil
Sarah da Costa,

Achew- 18 656 years old. From a good
source It is learned that he was a club
swinger in Tony Pastor's time, playing
all the vaudeville h in this try
those days. In 1900 he went to

and worked the music halls.

Say Brown’s return in March will put clean-up wheel in
motion again—to affect theater and booking wings=—
also talk of Loew take-over deal—evasive answers

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.~When Hiram 8. Brown, RKO's president, returns from

his coast visit on or about March 1 there will be plenty of fireworks.

Not the

kind they use to make carnival whoopee, but the deadly variety that will send
an appreclable number of exccutives out into the chilly blasts belying an ap-
proaching spring. This comes from what are considered as reliable sources on

If He Could Only Cook!

NEW YORK, Feb. 8.~The following
letter, addressed to B. F, Keith, was
finally placed in the hands of Ben
Plazza, of the REO office, last week:

"“In reference to conversation over
telephone with one of your man-
agers, I am secking employment.
Herein you will find my qualifica-
tions—

“I am a man 32 years of age. I
am musically inclined. I play piano,
gultar, sing classical and jazz. I am
very active as I weigh 450 pounds.
I have been acclaimed by The New
York American Newspaper Company
as the man with ‘million-dollar
smile’ and the champion clam opener
of Erooklyn.

“Trusting to hear from you soon,
I remain

(Signed) "LUCIANO LAUDISIO."

The momentous matter is being in.
vestigated by Dave Beehler, who ap
pears to be something of a speclalist
in digging up clam openers with
expensive smiles.

‘have not gone far enough.

Vaude. Switch in Scranton

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—The Amalga-
mated Circuit has switched vaudeville
from the Capitol to the Poll, Scranton.
The Poll was formerly & straight-run
pleture house.

the inside. That there will be a shakeup
among the agents Is a foregone conclu-
sion, and this comparatively minor fea-
ture of the dreaded March cleanup was
discussed In last week's Billboard. Every-
thing of more than routine importance
Is hanging fire until the RKO chief re-
turns. Brown is known to be a man of
decisive qualities. With the perfect faith
he has unwaveringly retained in his high
officials, it is practically set that he will
start the cleanup wheel in motion again
a8 soon hs he gets a chance to confer
with them.

Altho several personnel changes of
some importance took place around the
first of the year, In accordance with per-
sistent rumors, it Is felt by those on the
inside that Brown has not finished his
re ping job ly. The new regime
in RKO has made much progress since
its inception, but Brown and others in
bis confidence are sald to feel that they
In 