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AFL TRIO TO BATTLE Cl10

Melvin Hildreth New President Affiliates Combine in Council
CFA; 40 Fans at Norfolk Meet To Stave Off Drive by Lewis

®
IA and Four A’s leaders confer—musicians to complete
triple tieup — compromise on vertical union idea —
“squeeze-play’ strategy paramount

°

NORFOLK, Va., Aug. 9.—Melvin D.
Hildreth, of Washington, D. C. was
elected president of the Circus Fans'
Association of America at the organiza-
tion’s 12th annual convention here
yesterday. Hildreth, a member of the
CFA since its inception, succeeds Frank
A. Hartless, of Chicago, president for the
past three years.

Approximately 40 Fans from all parts
of the natlon assembled at the
Monticello Hotel Saturday for their an-
nual meeting and to be the guests of
Howard Y. Bary’s Hagenbeck-Wallace
Circus over the week-end. Following
Sunday’s business sesslon Bary was host
to Fans and members of the show on &
several-hour boat ride aboard the ex-
cursion steamer Robert E. Lee. The trip
up the James River and to surrounding
bay points was one of the most pre-
tentious parties ever tendered a CFA
conclave, veteran Fans acknowledged.

Last night at the Monticello, owned
and operated by Circus Fan Charles H.
Consolvo, Harry Hertzberg, of San An-
tonio, Tex. toastmastered the banquet
in honor of Bary and personnel of his
show. Mel Smith, hig-show announcer
and general handy man, presented Bary
with a $1,600 diamond ring on behalf of
the show personnel, and Retiring Presi-
dent Hartless was the reciplent of a2
Glladstone bag as a token of the Fans’
appreciation of his untiring efforts since
taking office.

The 1937 convention will be brought to
a close tnday when members and thelr
families will be guests of Mr. Bary again,

Eastern Fair

Gates Bulge

All records at Harrington,
Del., shattered — Lewis-

town, Pa., proves a winner

®

NEW YORK, Aug. 7—The 1937 East-
ern fair season is off to a brilliant Btart
as far as George A. Hamid, attraction
booker, {8 concerned. Last week the Kent
and Sussex Counties Fair at Harrington,
Del.,, broke all attendance records, the
evening grand-stand shows turned them
away at every performance, and the
Cetlin & Wilson Shows did business that
was just short of phenomenal. Harring-
ton, first major fair on the Hamid books
each year, serves as a barometer of the
Eastern situation for the free act-grand
stand show impresario. *“As Harrington
goes, so goes the East.” as Hamid de-
scribes it, is a pretty accurate description
of just what the Delaware annual means
to fairdom, on this side of the Mississippi,
provided the weather Is anywhere near
obliging. Last week it was nearly per-
fect, which definitely indlcates, Hamid
says, that with favorable weather all

(See EASTERN FAIR on page 87)

Cohen Council Candidate

ROCHESTER, N. Y., Aug. 7. — At a
meeting of the Republican county com-
mittee Wednesday evening Max Cohen,
general counsel Ainerican Carnivals Asso-
ciation, Inc., was designated as candidate
for. councilman at large for the city of
Rochester.

this time to partake of a cookhouse
breakfast at the show's 20th street lot.
Later the convention will attend the
big show in a body. Hagenbeck-Wallace
is glving three shows here today, a
matinee and two evening performances
at 6:30 and 8:30.

Other officers elected at Sunday’s ses-
sion Included George Duffy, Eastern vice-
president; Harper Joy, Western vice-
president; Karl Kae Knecht, Central
vice-president, and Col, C. Q. Sturtevant,
Southern vice-president. Walter M. Buck-
ingham was re-elected national secre-
(See MELVIN HILDRETH on page 85)

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—Leaders of theafrical unionism this week admitted the
likelihood of the formation of an American Federation of Labor Theatrical Council
to converge on and tie up the entire amusement field. George E. Browne, president of
the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, said plans were embryonie,

but that realization of the scheme would take place.

“That,” he added, “I'm

sure of. Outline of the idea thus far is a hookup of the three outstanding
internationals in show business; that is, the IA, American Federations of Musicians

Federal Show Registration Plan
Side-Tracked for Present Time

WASHINGTON, Aug. 9.— Thru the
combined efforts of a special representa-
tive of The Billboard and several mem-
bers of Congress who are friendly to the
outdoor show world the plan of the
federal government to have Congress pass
a law providing for the registration of
outdoor show units and independent at-
tractions, as reported exclusively in The
Billboard a few weeks ago, has been side-
tracked as far as the present session of
Ccngress is concerned.

It was the intention of several federal
agencies to provide for this registration
in a so-called “rider” to fthe *tax-
loophole” bill.

The representative of The Billboard
pointed out to members of the com-
mittee that the singling osut of the out-
door amusement industi v for registra-
tion with federal agencies *vould be dis-
criminatory and therefore unconstitu-
tional. The committee was nlso informed
of the danger that the entire new tax
law might be declared uncorstitutional
by the Supreme Court if suck a “rider”
were attached. When two members of
Cengress informed the committee that
they would object on the floor to such a
registration plan for outdoor shows the
committee decided to let the matter drop
for this session,

However. this does not mean that the
government agencles in question have
dropped the registration plan entirely. It
is understood that the new Social
Security Tax fInit in the Bureau of Ta-
ternal Revenue contemplates issuing an
admiunistretive ruling in the fall which

will apply not only to outdoor show
business, but also to all Industries that
have no permanent place of business.
What form this ruling will take has not
been decided, but it will most likely
demand that all industries affected, and
therefore all outdoor shows, must file
with the revenue collectors In every dls-
trict their itinerarles. The Treasury De-
partment is determined to make tax
evasions impossible for every traveling
ndustry.

R-B Chicago Stay
Is Best in Years

CHICAGO. Aug. 9.—Ringling-Barnum
Circus on Saturday night concluded the
best nine-day engagement it has had
in Chicago In many years. This in facc
of stiff competiticn In the form of free
symphony concerts in Grant Park fee-
turing name singers and musicians every
night within a stone’s throw of the big
top.

Saturday night, traditionally a poor
one for the circus, drew just short of a
capacity house. Sunday matinec and
night very good. Business satisfagtory
all week and show left Chicago with
thousands of dollars more than ias :

Publicity for rhe show was exception.
ally good. Handled by Frank PRraden
every paper except Herald uind Exzaminer,
morning Hearst sheet, carried nuinerous
stories and pictures, including many
{See R-B CHICAGO STAY on page 85)
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and the revamped Assoclated Actors and
Artistes of America. Four A's spokesman,
by way of mentioning that the nego-
tiations had only reached the talking
stage, added that the scheme had their
okeh. Also stated that it had not been
determined whether the council would
be restricted to the three major afore-
mentioned internationals, which will, in
any event, be the principal groups.

Spokesman for the IA, questioned as
to the effect a trl-cornered council
might have on the CIO American Radio
Telegraphists’ Association, which is now
attempting to organize radlo technictans,
said the ARTA would have to get out of
business or be crushed as soon as the
AFL ball began to roll. He pointed out
that the CIO union, even tho it has a
partial entering wedge into the field, will
be useless when the musicians and Four
A’s are in one corner.

Triple entente of AFL internationals,
should it occur, will not be absolutely

(See AFL TRIO on page 13)

Press Agents
Flirt With IA

Rivals angle for charter—
NYTPR reps meet Browne
—split jurisdiction seen

®

NEW VY2RK, Aug. 7. — Tri-partite
welis-pocus between the International
Alllance of Thcurrical Stage Employees,
Assoclation of Theatrical Agents and
Managers and the New York Theatrical
Press Representatives has the boys
guessing as to what the IA has up its
sleeve., George Browne, IA president,
conferred with reps of the NYTPR this
week, but one spokesman present at the
meeting claims nothing at all was ac-,
complished. Both rival orgs, the ATAM
and the NYTPR, apparently want an IA
charter.

Recently the ATAM, an AFL federal
union, was promised a charter on con#
dition that it absorb the members of
the Treasurers’ Club. Reason for the
dickering now between the IA and the
NYTPR is not clear, unless a split {n
jurisdiction is planned by the 1A. Such
a split would probably mean granting

(See PRESS AGENTS on page 13)

Hennieses Out of Hospifal

CINCINNATI, Aug. 9. — Walter. D.
Nealand, press agent Hennies Byos.
Shows, wired The Billboard yesterday
from La Crosse, Wis.: “Harry anc Mrs,-
Hennies are both out of the hospitul
and rejoined the show here today.”

¢
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Project Supes
Get Wage Cuts

Administrative workers re-
rated—must be kept down
to 109 of personnel

[

NEW YORK, Aug. 7—In line with the
WPA Federal Theater Projects’s ruling
that administrative anda supervisory
workers shall not exceed 10 per cent of
the personnel, a salary cut went thru
rerating many of them to the security
wage of $23.86. If enforced drastically
this will affect more- than 500 whose
wages currently range from 8105 per
month up to $3.000 per year, the per-
sonnel categories ranging from technical
craftsmen to- local administrative of-
ficials. About 980 in all were understood
to be in excess of the 10 per cent quota.

Of the 15 general press representatives
for the New York project, there will be
s8ix, the breakdown allocating three to
the Circuit Theater (combination of
Caravan and Sultcase theaters), one
each to the Adelphi and Maxine Elliott
theaters and-one to the Circus project.

Line of activity the New York FTP
will take next year is indicated partly
by the way in which the press reps have
been assigned.

Steubenville Club Burns
STEUBENVILLE, O, Aug. 7.—Rosella
Inn, dancing pavilion at near-by Weir-
ton Heights, was burned recently with
loss estimated in excess of $15,000.

WHAT AN IMPROVEMENT

Maybelline

DOES MAKE/

Eyes framed by long. dark. luxuriant

lashes—twin pools of loveliness! They
are yours instantly and easily with
Maybelline Mascara. either Solid or
Cream form. Here is the very essence
of romantic charm.

Maybelline is harmless. tear-proof,
non-smarting. Not waxy. beady or
gummy. Applies simply. smoothly. gives
a natural appearance. Tends to make
lashes curl. More than ten million
beauty-wise women from Paris to Holly-
wood use Maybelline regularly. 75¢
everywhere. Black, Brown or Blue.

Use the smooth Maybelline Eyebrow
Pencil and creamy Maybelline Eye
Shadow in flattering shades that harmo-
nize with the mascara. Generous intro-
ductory sizes of all Maybelline Eye
Beauty Aids obtainable at 10c stores.

DAY —discover this thrill-
ing way to lovelier, more enchant-
ing beauty —with Maybelline—
the eye make-up in good taste!

FRED LE QUORNE

1668 Broadway. COl. 5-3886.

H_ Classes In All Types of Dancing.
8paclal Courses to Teachers All Summer.
Prominent Facuity, Including

OLIVE and AMDUR

Tap (Newest Work). Modern (Commer-
clal), 80 Dances by Mall. Send for Llst B.

— CENDER
NEW YORK

Anything and Everything in Ultra-Modern
Radlo and Electrical 8tage and Off-Stage
Equipment. Reasonable prices and terms,

427 W. 46th 8t., Phone L0O-5-7866.

TIGKET

AESERVED  SEAT TICKETS
¢4 STRIP TICKEFS COUFON
COKS RESTAURANT CHECKS

SPECIAL PRlN

ELLIOTT TICKET €0, 322 & 5tses Sier

Down With Chewers!

DETROIT, Aug. 7.—To chew or not
to chew 15 the problem that is arous-
ing bitter blood—ber pardon, ink—
in the letter columns of The Detroit
Free Press. An anonymous scribbler,
signing herself “Yonkers Woman,”
wrote in a fiery epistle attacking the
noise made by patrons of theaters
who eat and chew candy, etc., during
the show, remarking that'such things
don’t happen “down East” where
where she comes from.

Dozens of letters have been pub-
lished in the last two weeks on the
subject.

Morosco To
Produce Again

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 7.—Oliver Moros=
co, outstanding producer until the de-
pression wiped out his 15,000,000
fortune, and willlam E. Smith, former
producer at Hollywood’s Vine Street
Theater, have formed a partnership, with
ample Eastern backing, to produce plays
here.

“We'll carry on just as I formerly did,”
says Morosco. “We’ll produce the shows
first in Los Angeles, then we’ll send
them on tour and then to Broadway.
Sooner or later we'll have a string of
Morosco theaters across the nation.”

New firm will be known as Oliver
Morosco Productions and is being in-
corporated. Claims he has several well-
known actors under contract and is
negotiating for a theater in downtown
Los Angeles.

Equity WPA-ers
Up for Trial

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.— Some 50-odd
Equity members on the WPA Federal
Theater Project are slated to appear be-
fore the Equity council Tuesday on
charges of participating in the WPA
“stoppage” on May 24. Not known yet
what the boys are in for, but council
may impose any penalty, ranging from a
reprimand to dismissal from the or=-
ganization. '

Last week Harry Sacher, labor counsel,
came 1o bhat for the defendants and is
slated to represent them at the hear-
ing. Arthur Garfield Hays, noted liberal,
has also aligned himself on the side of
the WPA-ers.

And He Didn’t Blush

LONDON, July 24.—Appearing at the
Dorchester House, Jack Powell, black-face
comic drummer, had the pleasure of per-
forming while King Carol of Rou-
mania was in the audience. When he
drummed around the tables and reached
him, he paused, bowed. and in return
recelved a royal nod and a smile of
acknowledgment from His Highness.
Powell claims he did not miss a single
beat of his sticks.

~

Philly Aects
In Union Split

Local Kelly group seeks
AFL charter despite AFA

—bookers to aid Kelly

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 7.—A drive to
enroll local night club performers into
the United Entertainers’ Association will
get under way September 1. Tom Kelly,
UEA business agent, is readying a peti-
tion for membership in the American
Federation of Labor. This will un-
doubtedly precipitate a Jjurisdictional
battle with the American Federation of
Actors.

Proposed petition has already been in-
dorsed by Jim Macllroy. prez of the local
bartenders’ union, and has the tacit in-
dorsement of A. Anthony Tomei, head
of the local musicians’ union. Altho
unable to give express indorsement be-
cause it would make for dual unionism,
the executive committee of Local 77
moved that since the labor movement
has suffered by this split in the ranks
of the actors, “therefore, we respectfully
urge both the executive secretary of
the American Federation of Labor and

(See PHILLY ACTS on page 13)

Tax on Chi Houses
Temporarily Shelved

CHICAGO, Aug. 7.—Plans for increas-
Ing local theater taxes to help fill the
city coffers for restoration of pay cuts
for city employees were shelved tem-
porarily this week when the city council
members disagreed on the method of
taxation to employ. Only form of amuse-
ment tax which was passed by the coun-
cil was on ballrooms, from which an
added $8,000 will be expected thru in-
creased ticket tax.

Early last week, after confabs with
theater owners and operators, the city
finance committee submitted a plan to
tax theater tickets from one to four
cents, according to the price of admish.
Heated arguments pro and con developed
and after the council passed various
vehicle, water tax Increases, etc.. it was
decided to return to the finance com-
mittee the problem of amusement taxes
for further consideration.

More Salt Lake City
Vaude a Possibility

SALT LAKE CITY, Aug. 7.—The Or-
pheum Theater is undergoing improve-
ments, including changing the name to
Utah Theater.

Salt Lake’s newest theater, built by
Herbert Auerbach, will open in the fall.
There 13 considerable mystery about this
picture house, which is equipped with
stage and dressing rooms. Who will take
it {s still a question.

Pittsburgh Performers, Bookers

Proclaim Peace But Fight Anyway

‘PITTSBURGH, Aug. 7.—A move to
patch the strife here between the Ameri-
can Pederation of Actors and the Enter-
tainment Managers’ Assoclation, theo-
retically begun by AFA representative
George LaRay in a statement claiming
he is “ready to get together,” was nipped
in the bud yesterday when EMA Presi-
dent James McGrath claimed: “We’ll get
nowhere as long“as LaRay represents the
federation.”

“Let’s forget the past and start anew,”
LaRay asks. “We're with the managers’
association 100 per cent in its plan to
curb chiseling bookers. As long as they
help the acts we will favor their activ-
itles in Pittsburgh.”

OLL OR MACHINE FOLDED

100,000-$20.00

F.-CASH WITH ORDER
LAFAYETTE ST, N.Y.C.

Acknowledging the static between the
actors’ union and the managers, LaRay
then added, “I may be disliked by some,
but as long as deals go fair and square
I'm with them.”

Reversing -his claim made two wesks
ago that the agents were blackballing
AFA members in this district, LaRay
says: “More of our members are working
here now,” altho he still maintains that
“I do have affidavits of chiseling cases
in my files under lock and key.”

McGrath rebukes LaRay’s attempt for
public harmony with: “I don't think
he’s an authority to talk for AFA. As
far as the managers’ association is con-
cerned, we're co-operating with the State
on the new license law and will try
to see that it {s enforced. For other
peace moves we want Ralph Whitehead.”

Local acts are watching this situation
with concern, since the outcome will
probably affect their working conditions
and salaries.

Both EMA and LaRay insist they want
harmony. but neither has actually con-
tacted the other in person for con-
ference.

Free Material

CHICAGO, Aug. 7.— Willie Shore,
emsee at Colosimo’s, will close his act
with a new turn for at least the next
30 days. He was in court the other
a.m. charged with speeding and the
Judged sentenced him to close his
performance with a lecture on the
evils of reckless driving.

Atlantic City
Legit Comeback

ATLANTIC CITY, Aug. 7.—The legiti-
mate theater is staging a comeback lere
this summer. Once recognized as official
tryout grounds prior to Broadway open-
ings, the past seven years saw audiences
dwindling to nothing and theater lights
finally go out entirely. Of the three
Boardwalk legit theaters one was con-
verted into a first-run film house.

The other two., the Garden Pler and
the Globe, remained in original state,
but show after show falled to draw more
than a handful. This year, however,
things are different. Joe Quittner, who
has been holding forth at the Globe
with burlesque, came down and went to
town on bally, making it one of the real
busy spots on the Boardwalk.

A company headed by Lew Carlin
brought in Tobacco Road at Garden Pler
for a try—and had many doubts. How-
ever, when it went into its second week
things began to look up and a whole
serles of plays were signed. Dead End
followed, and Boy Meets Girl was
brought in and biz boomed. Behind Red
Lights is the production this week, with
standees reported, to be followed by Ez-
cursion and Mulatto. With crowds once
more flocking to the pier operators are
convinced legit is coming back.

Stagehands, Legits
Confer on Pay Cut

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.— Stagehands’
Local 1 will meet representatives of the
League of New York Theaters Monday
and major circuit executives probably
later in the week to negotiate for
restoration of the pay cut which went
into effect in 1932, Cut was between
12Y%, and 15 per cent.

Local will also try to negotiate a new
pact with theaters. the current one ex-
piring on August 31.

Detroit Legit Early Start

DETROIT, Aug. 7.—Detrolt’s legit sea-
son gets off to what is probably the
earllest start in several years with open-
ing of Room Service. starring Robert
Bunce Willlams. at the Cass Theater to-
morrow night. Engagement slated to
run two and a half weeks.

Advance bookings for the season are
the biggest in several seasons and in-
dicate a major season at hand. Plays to
follow include You Can’t Take It With
You, Tovarich, Victoria Regina, Richard
I, Leaning on Letty, Antony and Clco-
patra, The Show Is On, Babes in Arms,
High. Tor, Brother Rat and Frederika.

TEXAS TOMMY
(This Week’s Cover Subject)

FTER being mustered out of the navy In

1921 Texas Tommy went to work as a
patroling linesman with the Southern Cali-
fornia Edison Company. The job developed
into a major event, for here he came in con-
tact with the cowboys and cattiemen, who
taught him how to ride, shoot and all the
requircments of equestrianism. He first put
this ability to work by entering rodeos playing
that scction cf the country, later joining the
Al C. Barnes Cireus, working with that show
for three months. In the meantime he had
bought his now star horse, Baby Doll, and
had taught her many of the routines she
now does.

The next four years were spent playing up
and down the West Coast, sometimes on the
‘“hat circuit’——passing the hat around after
a performance to earn food money. While
playing a cafe at Palm Springs, Calif., the
act was caught by Jules C. Stein, of the Music
Corporation of Amerlca, with a contract be-
ing signed soon after. Some months later
MCA booked the act into the Rainbow Room,
Radio City, New York.
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Personality, Not

Imitations,

Needed in Tap, Says Teacher

WASHINGTON, Aug. 7.—Dancing Mas-
ters of America last night closed a week
of convention at the Mayflower Hotel,
where they dazzled Washingtonians with
exhibitions by experts. Climax for public
was "“International Night" Wednesday
and presented Littlefield Ballet, of Phila-
delphia; Ellls Gold, Raye and Naldl, a
masked dancer named Josef and the
Leslie Trio.

Ray Leslie says: “A fine tap artist
must express his or her own personality
in the dance and not try to copy any-
body.” He belleves that imitators of
Powell, Astaire and Bill Robinson are
getting too numerous and will never get
anywhere. Tap dancing is no longer a
routine of rhythmic taps, but Is now a
sclence, he says. and that Negroes are
the only natural dancers in the world.
During the convention he explained a
new tap shoe which had taps ou the
sides opposite the big toes so that tap
rhythm can be made by swinging the
toes together. "I have introduced a new
idea which Capezio is working on for ball-
bearing tap.,” he explained. “About 50
ball bearings are placed in the sole of
each shoe over the ball of the foot. A
dancer can spin forever on them. I saw
it down In South America and brought
it back.”

Charles Weldman sald: “Recently I
made a tour of a large number of col-
leges and the interest that young people,
especially boys, are manifesting {n seri-
ous dancing is amazing. Many of them
are taking up dancing as an art career

Blank Fixes Share
In Tri-State Corp.

DES MOINES, Ia.. Aug. 7.—A. H.
Blank, president of the Tri-States Thea-
ter Corporation and the Central States
Theater Corporation here, has returned
from New <York, where negotiations
were completed assuring him permanent
half ownership with Paramount Pictures,
Inc., 1n the Tri-States Theater Corpora-
tion.

Altho the deal was virtually closed
some time ago. details had not been
worked out. Blank will continue in
charge of both companies, with G. Ralph
Branton as general manager of Tri-
States and Harry Weinberg of Central
States.

Agents, Whitehead Meet Later

CHICAGO, Aug. 9. — Organization
meeting between the theatrical agents
and Ralph Whitehead, executive secre-
tary of the AFA, has been postponed
until Whitehead's return from New York.
He left Chicago Saturday to hold an
urgent meeting with I. Hirst. of the In-
dependent Circuit, and attend a Four A’s
committee gathering.

JACK WARDLAW

and Hls Orchestra
#The South’s Most Entertalning Dance Band”
6th Week-——Now $100.000 Pavilion, Henderson.

ville, N. C.
Management SOUTHEASTERN ORCHESTRA
S8ERVICE.

WANTED A-1 AGENT

(With car). Contract and bill two-night-stand
Hillbilly Show iunder canvasi. South all win-
ter (never close). Close contracting; sobriety,
common sense essential. Vauderille Acts, Hill.
billy Musicians, Man iith Sound Car, Girl for

Bubble Dance, Acrobatic or Novelty. Show
now operating; enlaging for Southern winter
tours. Hurry, state all.

ORIGINAL WILLIAMS SHOWS

Homestead Hotel, Loulsville, Ky.

WANTED

Routine Buck Dancing Team, Man and ife,
8ingle and Double Specialties, This show does
not close. Write or wire all. Pay vyour own,
Salary small but sure. GEO. F. {(Frank) BARNES,
Q. F. B. Medicine Co., Litttefield, Texas.

WANTED FOR
J. C. LINCOLN COLORED MINSTRELS

Strong Cornet, Baritone, Tuba for the bhottest
band in Dixie. Good Novelty Act. Want Boss
Canvasman. Moss, answer. Also want White
Billposter and man that can get cards and lithos
up. Goed strong Talker that can ;eAﬂLtickets. Long

season and sureé pay. _H. 8. 5 Mfr"
Sikeston, Mo., August 12; Haytl, Mo., August 13.

as they would music or painting.,” He
was enthusiastic over the way WPA
dance groups had stimulated the public
interest in dancing.

Press-Theater
War in Lincoln

LINCOLN, Neb., Aug. 9.—Newspapers'
battle with the theaters continues here
with new impetus. The sheets asked all
passes be discontinued and City Man-
agers Walt Shuttee and Milton Overman,
of Lincoln Theaters Corporation and
Westland Theaters, respectively. com-
plied.

Newspaper ad dough iIs now going to
the throwaway Shopping Guide, which
hits the doorsteps Fridays. This,
coupled with dropping ad revenue from
theater row. was the reason for the
newspapers’ ire to go up.

Sheets are hitting strong for the dance
spots, parks, pools, softball games and
tent shows, the first time the latter
group have been accorded a liberal
showing. Sltuation seems settled for a
long-pull fight, with neither the news-
papers nor the theaters anxlous to give
anything.

First Subsidized
Summer Theater

PITTSBURGH, Aug. 7—America’s first
summer theater sponsored by a local
government, the Allegheny County Com-
missioners’ South Park Players here,
open the Taming the Shrew in modern
dress for a two weeks' engagement be-
ginning August 16.

Directed by Arthur Marlowe, who sold
the commissioners the idea of a tax-
supported drama, it will be presented
in a one-time animal museum trans-
formed into a 1,000-capacity benched
auditorium. with portable lights and
cast-built scenery.

Henderson To Tour
Coward One-Acters

NEW YORK, Aug. 7—Robert Hender=
son, director-manager, has just com-
pleted arrangements with Noel Coward’s
rep, John Wilson, for Coward’s serles of
nine one-acters, Tonight at 8:30. Hen-
derson. who Is in a combo with Estelle
winwood. plans to tour the cycle thru-
out the East and Middle West this fall
and winter. High spots of the tour will
be Philadelphia, Chicago, Detroit, Cleve-

land. Toledo, Milwaukee. Minneapolis,
Indianapolis, Cincinnat{ and Kansas
City.

Henderson, who has been on the Coast
staging some Shakespearean revivals, re-
turns to New York this month to cast
for the Coward plays. Following the
tour Henderson and Miss Winwood plan
a Broadway production—vehicle still un-
decided.

Record Admissions Tax

JACKSON, Miss.,, Aug. 7—Collectlons
of State taxes on amusement admissions
in July broke all of Mississippi’s previous
records for such collections. Total was
placed at $31.360.

Palace, Baltimore, To Go

BALTIMORE, Aug. 7.—Palace Theater
here, erstwhile burlesque house, will be
razed In September to make way for a
parking garage. Move was announced by
Sidney D. Cohen, president of B. Howard
Richards, Inc., who declared building
had been purchased by the Schroeder
Holding Company. Palace was built in
1910 at a cost of $400,000.

Hager Clicks in Ft. Worth

FORT WORTH, Tex., Aug. 7——Clyde
Hager, who was a sensation in Pioneer
Palace Revue at the Frontler Fiesta here
for six weeks, left today for the West
Coast to play the Orpheum Theater, Los
Angeles, week of August 11. and the
Golden Gate, San Francisco, August 25.
The Fiesta angled for his return, but the
Coast bookings will bring him twice as
much as the show herec was offering.

SEND IN ROUTES—

The Route Department (appearing
in this issue on Pages 33-35) repre-
sents one of the most important func-
tions that this paper performs for
the profession. Certain listings are
obtainable only thru the consistent
co-operation of the performers and
showmen involved.

How about helping your friends in
their efforts to locate you? This can
be done only by keeping The Bill-
board Route Department informed of
your whereabouts, and sufficiently
in advance to insure publication.

ALL ROUTE LISTINGS SHOULD
BE SENT TO ROUTE DEPARTMENT,

BOX 872, CINCINNATI, O.

FTP Ups Miller;
Other Staff Changes

NEW YORK. Aug. 9.—J. Howard Miller,
formerly head of the California WPA
Federal Theater Project, has been ap-
pointed deputy director of the national
project, with office In Washington.

Irwin A. Rubinsteln, Federal Theater
counscl, was appointed manager of the
Natlonal Service Bureau. representing a
consolidation of the play policy board,
loan and travel board and all publica=
tions. on an order from Paul Edwards,
administrative officer.

Administrative offices have been re-
aligned as follows: Director of finance,
Charles V. Brinkerhoff: director of em-
plovment, Richard C. Brockway; director
of labor relations, Charles B. Rvan Jr.;
chief clerk, F. V. Connolly, and safety
consultant, Joseph Salmon.

Pennsy Theater Chains
Get Injunction on Tax

HARRISBURG, Pa.. Aug. 7.—Dauphin
County Court has granted preliminary
injunctions to three chain theater firms
operating In Pennsylvania. restraining
State officlals from cnforeing the new
graduated chaln store and theater tax.
Bonds were posted. with the injunctions
to remain In force until the court acts
on the constitutionality of the tax act.

Theater companies obtalning the en-
joiners were Warner Brothers' Theaters,
Inc., Philadelphia, a Pennsylvania cor-
poration with 50 theaters:; Stanley Com-
pany of America, Philadelphia. operating
100 theaters, and Warner Brns." Pic-
tures. Inc., Philadelphia, a Delaware
corporation. with 150 theaters.

RKO Earnings Increase

NEW YORK, Aug. 7—Net earnings of
RKO and subsids for the first six months
of 1937 are reported by the corporations
to be $1.448,000, after all charges and
federal taxes are deducted. Figure does
not take in consideration surtax on
undistributed earnings.

Corresponding figure for 1936 was
8734,492. Theater carnings for the first
six months of 1937 are given as $757,803.
RKO Radlo and subsids report a profit
of #$478,572 and RKO an earning of
$213,407.

Arthur Continues at Roxy

NEW YORK, Aug. 7—Artco (Harry
Arthur) will remaln to operate the Roxy
Theater. Takeover of the house by
20th Century-Fox, probably next month,
will not affect the personnel and policy.

capacity of 1.100.
Great possibility for a Floating Night Club,
insulated and In good repair.
a Live-Wire Showman,

Substantially constructed.

IF INTERESTED, ADDRESS (NQUIRIES TO

C. W. JACOB, 2020 CLYBOURN AVE,, CHICAGO, ILL.
A O O T T T BT T

WANTED FOR

One-Night Stand

REISIG'S COMEDIANS

Opening August 30

Under 80x184-Foot Canvas
Playing fall seastm in the South. Interested in
ontstunding tulent, ladio or Moving Pleturs
Star. Light Chorus Girls, 1 Strip Tease, good
veven-piece Swing Baud, four very clever Come-
dians aud Novelty Acts, Adrance Man and Bill-
posters. 24-hour wan. Boss Canvasman, Or-
ganized Units. Write full details first fetter.
No collect wires accepted.

A Steictly High-Class 8how

REISIG’S COMEDIANS

Will Be HapBy to Have You.
L. REI§1G, Owner; DENVER HOLLOWAY,
Manager.

Alsn Circus Marquee.
BOX 340, Monros, North Oerolina.

$2,000

If there is a SHOWMAN In the U. S. A, or
CANADA that will invest the above amount
in a SURE, SOLID AMUSEMENT ENTER-
PRISE that will positively NET 100% or
more profit on the investment, GUAR-
ANTEED BENEFITS EXCLUSIVELY, get in
touch with me at once for particulars.

Address

JOHN W, VOGEL,
465 South High St., Columbus, Ohlo.

ATTENTION TROUPERS

Anyone knowing whereabouts or any Information
concerning

HAL LANE
of New York, Showman. Important. Oommunie
cato Immediately with his brother,
ROBERT 0. HANNIQ, 161 W. Wisconsin Ave.,
Mlitwaukee, Wis,

WANTED

Med Performers for balance of summer ;eaaou and
all winter's work; Sketch Teams, Single Performers.
State if yon play Piano. Money any time you want
"'k State age and salary in first, Join on wire, Ne
tickets.

CHIEF GRAY EAGLE, Bowling Qreen, O,

WANTED

ORIGINAL FLOATING THEATRE.
Young Danciug Team. Juvenile Man with Dancing
Specialties, General Business Man to handle Stage.
Balance season Show Buat, then Stock Down South.

Stan and Martha Davis. Al Brown Wire *
BOOB BRASFIELD.
Woeek August 9—Kinsale, Va.

Weok August 18—Leonardtown, Md.

WANT TENT SHOW
PARTNER

With outfit complete or dollar for dollar with me
framing one. Dramatic People, Orchestra, be
and Cal Townsend, Toby Decker write. J.,
ADMIRE, General Delivery, Kansas City, Mo. -Tol
Teeter, note!

WANTED
PIANO PLAYER

For Charlie Hunter and Jack Pfeiffer's Showboat
IMayers. under canvas. Also Truinpet that ea
do jarts: Single Men, juvenile type for gene

bLusiness. CHMARLIE HUNTER, Centerville, Md.

WANTED

Boss Canvasman to handle 2 60 with three 803
and a 20. Must take complete charge of equf
ment,  Salary $13 weekly, Week-stand minstre
Wire,. EARL D. BAOKER'S FAMOUS MI
STRELS, Wiimington, N. C., this week; Whites
ville, following.

WANTED

Male Pianc Player who can play vaudeville asts.
Must be sight reader (short and slender), pre-
ferably teacher in brass music with extra compe-
sating, High-class traseling unit. Send oto
atd lowest salary. Answer quickly. BOX %90.
care Biliboard, Cincinnatt, O,

P. O.

ST T L U T ST T S

SHOWBOAT “DIXIANNA” FOR SALE

Now at Michigan City, Indiana, where it can be scen.
Dance Floor on upper deck with fully equipped Bar adjoining.

Boat For Sale as Is. Auditorium

Boat has its own heating plant, thoroughly
Excellent opportunity for

(|

QUALITY Our New 6-Page Folder s Yours for the Asking. | SPECIAL
STOCK TICKETS Circuses—Carnivals—Theatres—Races. PRIN“D
ONE ROLL....$ .50
AVE Rotts. 200 I I C K E : I S e S 588
TEN ROLLS... 3.50 50,000 .. 12.75
ROLLS Iz‘%oo EACH. For All of Them and Then Some. 100,000 .00

Double Coupons, 1000 ..

ooubte price.. | THE TOLEDO TICKET COMPANY | o000 .- 15050

No C. O. D. Ordars| oUbUAERNPARE
Accepted. TOLEDO, OHI10. Double Plk!. |

The Last “Word” in Your Letter to Advertisers, “Blllbo;ﬂ/l”.
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ROADCASTERS WORRIED

Deeply Concerned Over Music;
Fear for Many Small Stations

See ruin for over 400 stations if AFM demands met—
general policy is to watch and wait for developments—
NAB, chzin execs. send letter to stations

WASHINGTON, Aug. 7—Washington

officials who kept close watch on the

discussions between the American Federation of Musicians and the broadcasters
comment upon the apparent co-operation between recording companies and the

AFM to the possible disadvantage of broadcasting stations.

In this connection the

stations are being informed by NAB that "phonograph record companlies intend . ..

simultaneously with this campalgn, to attempt to put into effect a plan .

. . they

have long contemplated; namely, licensing broadeasting stations to play phono-

graph records, such licenses to be on
terms and conditions as to which (NAB)
does not have definite information.”

Considerable suspicion has been
aroused over the fact that negotlations
are being conducted in the ASCAP of-
fices. In some quarters it s belleved
that ASCAP may be the instigator of this
latest broadcaster trouble. (This is not
s0. The AFM's actlon was voted at the
1937 convention.) At any rate stations
see no way to reach an agreement until
something definite comes from union
officials as to the number of musicians
each type of station wbuld be asked to
hire. To sign any agreement without that
information, it is felt, would be signing
a blank check on every station in the
country.

Various broadcasters state that the
demands, if met, would ruin over 400
stations, would glve the networks “the
monopoly that they haven't been able to
get by themselves,” and other comment
that this may be end of chain broadcast-
ing. Latter view springs from the union
demand that no music be relayed to
stations not having staff musiclans.

Most broadcasters are following a pol-
jcy of walting for final developments.
Some believe that it may bhe best to
watch the deadline September 16 come
and go. Then, if there is a strike, revert
to recorded music and increase talks,
meanwhile explaining to the public why
they are not hearing live talent.

NAB Letter

The letter which broadcasters recelved
from NAB concluded in this manner:

“It is clear tnat every broadcasting
station must solve this problem for it-
self, bearing in mind. however. that the
problem must be solved for the industry
as a whole, and that the solution by
each broadcasting station of the problem
as it relates to that station will contrib-
ute to a solution of the entire problem
for our industry.

“We urge upon each broadcaster that
he address himself to this problem as
one of the most serlous which have con-
fronted our industry. All of the under-
signed will continue to work co-
operatively and to meet at intervals in
New York during the period between the
date of this letter (August 5) and Sep-

tember 16. It is our feeling that broad-
casters will find it useful not only to
confer with any one or more of us in
order to get the full story of what has
happened and what is happening, but
also that they will find it advantageous
to confer with the appropriate persons
at the AFM. The officers of the Federa-
tion have notified the broadcasters that
they will be available for conference dur-
ing the ensuing period, and an executive
committee of three has been or will be
appointed which can be convened on
two days" notice.

“The solution to the present difficulty
depends upon the co-operation of each
and every member of the broadcasting
industry. The undersigned cannot com-
mit or even speak for you. Your co-
operation Is needed and needed now.”

The appended signatures Iincluded
those of James W. Baldwin, managing
director of NAB; Mark Woods, treasurer,
NBC; Lawrence W. Lowman, vice-presi-
dent, CBS; Fred Weber, general manager,
MBS; John Shepard III, president, Yan-
kee and Colonial networks, and Willett
H. Brown, vice-president, Don Lee.

President’s Son Buys

San Antonio Station

SAN ANTONIO, Aug. 7.—Sale of KABC,
small local station, to Elllott Roosevelt,
son of the President and vice-president
of Hearst Radios, Inc., was to have heen
completed here this week for a $60,000
consideration.

Sale announcement was made by Henry
Lee Taylor, attorney and part owner of
the statlon, who said that Roosevelt had
deposited $15,000 in a local bank. He
stated further that terms of sale provide
for a $5,000 discount if full price is paid
in cash.

Completion of sale awaited action of
three other part owners, who were going
over the contract. They are R. Early
Wilson, local produce broker: Thurman
PBarrett, real estate man, and his wife,
Mrs. Ethel Bowen Barrett.

Roosevelt s also president of KTSA,
lccal CBS outlet and Hearst station. He
denled to present owners that transac-
tion had any connection with the Hearst
organization.

Jigsaw

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—On August 26
the Communist Party is holding a
rally for Mayor La Guardia’s re-
election at the Velodrome, Brook{yn.
The program is to be broadcast over
WINS and. WMCA, of New York.
WINS, feeding the program to WMCA,
is owned by Hearst, arch enemy of
the Communists. And the affair is
supposed to be under the sponsorship
also of a Jewlish daily paper, strongly
capitalist in editorial policy.

No Radio Takers
For Mrs. Crater

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—Radio stations
and networks in New York. as well as
sponsors, apparently didn't feel like sign-
ing Mrs. Stella Crater, wife of the New
York judge who disappeared seven years
ago. Mrs. Crater, brought to New York
this week, was offered around, with no
takers. She was to do a talk act. Her
agent Is Sam Berger.

Mrs. Crater has recently been promi-
nently in the news, charging her hus-
band, Judge Joseph Force Crater, was
the victim of political gimmicking.

Ed Gardner to Calif.;
From Calif. to Honolulu

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—~Edward Gardner,
producer for J. Walter Thompson Com-
pany, left New York this week for Holly-

wood. Gardner will produce the Kraft
program, with Bob Burns, -for three
weeks, while Cal Kuhl, who produces

that show normally, vacations.

After Kuhl returns Gardner, with his
wife, legit actress Shirley Booth, will
vacation in Honolulu, returning to Cali-
fornia to produce the Peg Murray-O2zzie
Nelson show for Standard Byands. This
show starts in October. '

Hoffman’s Departure

Brings IBS Sales Change

DES MOINES. Aug. 7.—Phil Hoffman,
who has been in the commercial depart-
ment of the Towa Broadcasting System,
Des Molnes, will go to Syracuse on Au-
gust 12 to be commercial manager for
WSYR.

With Hoffman's leaving, the sales setup
of the stations has been changed to in-
clude Dale Morgan, announcer, and
Wayne Welch, who has becen secretary to
Craig Lawrence, commercial manager for
the stations.

Wendt Hearst Sales Rep

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 7—R. P. Wendt
was appointed last week to the post of
national sales representative of Hearst
Radio, Inec., according to an announce-
ment made at KYA, Hearst outlet here.
Wendt, whose headquarters are at KYA,
was formerly with the local office of
Botsford, Constantine & Gardner. For a
time he was sales representative for the
California Radio System and the Hearst
stations in California.

WATCH FOR—=

I Producing News
Programs

By Larry Nixon

Handling Special
Events
By Jerry Danzig
3 in the

FALL SPECIAL NO.
of THE BILLBOARD

R Dated August 28
- Issued August 24

|

Ark. Hotel Tells

Guests ““Scram”;

Doc Baker Has New Radio Plans

EUREKA SPRINGS, Ark., Aug. 7—
Guests of Crescent Hotel were startled
early this week when told that they
were to move out of the premises as
quickly as possible to make way for
establishment of a radio station and
hospital by Dr. Norman Baker, stormy
petrel of the air lanes, whe In years past
was chased out of Muscatine, Ia., along
with his former Radio Station KTNT
for alleged illegal medical practices.
Since his removal from the alr bands
of this country Baker has been advertis-
ing medical treatment over three power-
ful radio stations in Mexlico, all of these
stations sald to be stronger than any’
station except WLW in the United States.

Baker would make no comments on
reports that the Arkansas Medical So-
ciety would probably oppose his opera-
tlons in Arkansas and would even at-
tempt to squash any attempts mede

by him to either broadcast over an
American station or advertise in Ameri-
can papers. Dr. O. J. T. Johnson, presi-
dent, of the State medical group, said
that he would oppose any kind of un-
ethical advertising or medical treatment
following announcement by State of-
ficials that Baker had filed articles of
incorporation for Norman Baker, Inc.. of
Eureka Springs, including plans for op-
eration of a radio station, sanatorium
and pharmacy as purposes of the firm.

Chamber of Commerce and city of-
ficlals of Rureka Springs have indorsed
the proposed sanatorium, Joe Morris,
head of the chamber, said. Reports
are that Baker will spend about $30.000
converting the hotel into a hospital.
Mayor A. J. Russell Jr., of Eureka
Springs, said that Baker had promised
to put on a vigorous campaign over his
powerful Mexlican stations
Cureka Springs as a health resort.

advertising °

WOR, AGRA
,Union Talk On

Guild of Radio Announcers
discussing contract—mike
men get five-day week

[ ]

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—Negotiations are
going on between the American Guild of
Radio Announcers and WOR for a con-
tract covering that station’s announcers
and producers. The AGRA already has
contracts with CBS in New York and
WMCA. If the deal with WOR is con-
clud it will mean the largest Indie
in the East Is signing with the untion,
which Is not affillated with any labor
group and which, according to its lead-
ers, has no affillation plans.

Meanwhile WOR 1{s putting its an-
nouncers on a five-day week, starting in
September, this going thru priot to the
start of negotiations. WOR’s engineers,
which have been organized for some
years, recently were given a five-day
week. The station is expected to add a
number of producers to its staff shortly,
with announcers heretofore having been
responsible for producing most of the
outlet’s shows.

AGRA galned considerable improve=
ment in working conditions for the CBS
staff in the contract signed.

KYW’s Big Feeding Job

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 7.— With Jan
Savitt, KYW muslcal director, returned
to the studlo after touring the month of
July with his Top Hatters, station once
again starts feceding a heavy program
schedule to NBC Red. Sixteen siuistainers
go out each week, with more to be added
as time changes allow. Full studio
bunch, as the Rhythmaires, ride Mon-
day thru Friday: Top Hatters. Savitt's
swing combo, get a tri-weekly alring;
Organist Arthur Hinett has two weekly
shots, Vocalist Bonnie Stuart, band’s fid-
dle sector, Singing Strings and the plano
twosome of Carlile and London get
weekly shots. Variety shows, Command
Performance, Showtime Matlnee and
Cosmopolitan Rhythm, are also back on
the NBC feedings on a weekly afternoon
sledding.

RCA Broadeast Site

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 7.—RCA today se-
lected the Shrine Auditorium for the
Magic Key broadcast, set to emanate
from Hollywood after August 15. Hono-
lulu i{s another spot mentioned as a
remote for a portion of the broadcast.

WSOC Promotes Hicks

CHARLOTTE, N. C.. Aug. 7.—Charles
Glenn Hicks Jr., assistant program di-
rector of WSOC here, has been promoted
to program director. He succeeds Paul
Norris, who will commence the work of
organizing a new department.

Sidney Garrett has been set to handle
foreign sales representation for the Atlas
Radio Corporation, program producers
and distributors. Appointment was made
by Herbert Ebenstein, president of Atlas.
Garrett salled for Europe August 7.

NBC—Stylist

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—The NBC
“Blue Network Gown,” introduced by
NBC as a promotional stunt for its
Blue network, is reported as clicking
sutceessfully thruout the South, with
local stations and datilies going heav-
ily for the lidea, for which Ted
Church, In the New York press de-
partment, Is responsible.

It's the first time the network has
ever tried anything of this nature.
The venture, however, has failed to
draw much attention in New York.

How about us boys, Major Loht?
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FOOTBALL’S HEAVY SUGAR

ﬁ__E_A Sets Major
Adv. Campaign

Contract with Life calls
for six-page insert, once a
month, for year or more

[ ]

NEW YORK, Aug. 7—One of the larg-
est space contracts placed in the maga-
zine field for a long time has been set
by Radio Corporation of America in Life,
contract calling for an Insert ranging
from five to six pages once a month.
First insert will start with Life’s issue
of August 16.

RCA is using the idea of a magazine
within a magazine, the insert to be
called Lid¥ten. Editorial and photo tech-
nique as developed by Life will be used
in preparing copy for the insert. Agency
handling the account is Lord & Thomas,
New York

Subsidiaries of RCA, RCA-Victor, NBC
and Radlomarine, will come in for a
good deal of the space. Activities of
each will be stressed, with the human
angle, frcm copy seen, appearing to be
uppermost. Stress will be laid on radlo’s
activities and effects generally on man-
kind. The RCA subsids will use the in-
sert, on reprints, as merchandlsing ma-
terial, NBC with ad agencies, etc.

Life itself is instituting a newspaper
advertising campaign to plug the RCA
campaign. RCA, it is stated, has sought
for some time to get over an institution-
al campaign. RCA’s program on NBC,
Magic Key, will also plug Listen.

Life’'s page rate, one-time insertion,
until the end of this year is $3.000 per
page; $2,850 on 26-time Insertions and
$2,700 on 52-time insertions.

Orr Heads S-G’s Radio

CHICAGO, Aug. 7—Winthrop Orr will
move from his present post in the NBC
production department here to the Stack-
Goble ad agency August 15, taking over
the position of radlo director for that
firm. Previous to the NBC connection
Orr directed the Alka-Seltzer Barn Dance
program for WLS. Orr succeeds Bess
Johnson, who recently went over to the
Lord & Thomas branch here.

The Branham Company, radio and
publisher representatives, take over rep-
resentation of KWKH, Shreveport, Sep-
tember 1. Agency also has KTBS in the
same city.

Material
Protection Buteau

A Free Service for Readers

TTENTION 1s directed to The Bill~

board’s Material Protection Bu-
reau embracing all branches of the
show business, but designed par-
ticularly to serve the Vaudevlille,
Night Club and Radio flelds.

Those wishing to establish idea or
materlal priority are asked to inclose
descriptions of same in a sealed en-
velope, bearing on its face their
name, permanent address and other
information deemed necessary. Upon
receipt the packet will be dated, at-
tested to and flled away under the
name of the claimant.

Send packets, accompanied by letter
requesting registration and return
postage, to Elias E. Sugarman, The
Billboard's Material Protection Bu-
reau, 6th Floor, Palace Theater Build-
ing, New York City.

The Billboard takes every reasonable
pracaution to safeguard packets submitted
for registration with the Bureau but does
not guarantee or assume any liability in
connection with same.

The Bureau is not designed to supplant
In any way the service performed by the
U. S. Copyright Office, Washington, D. C.
The Billboard’s intention with regard to
the Bureau is to provide a means of estab-
lishing priority of ideas that is not within
the scope of the Copyright Office.

Hello, Mom

LINCOLN, Neb., Aug. 9.—Radlo Sta-
tions KFAB and KFOR here chal-
lenged the editorial staffs of The
Journal and Star to put up a soft-ball
team against them for a feature game
on the leading floodlighted diamond
this week. All radio names possible
were mustered for event as well as
newspaper byliners. Stunt is to be
broadcast over KFOR, with each home
runner allowed to say hello to his
mother over the alr as special Incen-
tive to knock the apple out of the
park.

)

Radio News Men
To Meet in Chi

PITTSBURGH, Aug. 7.—Improving the
standards of radio news broadcasts will
be chief concern of the first official
meeting of the National Assoctation of
Radio Editors and Writers tn Chicago in
September, WJAS newscaster Beckley
Smith, of the executive board, states.

Minimizing crime flashes, eliminating
items offensive to juvenlle tastes and
emphasizing accuracy will be included in
the convention agenda, with the pro-
gram yet tentative. Organized last
March, NAREW comprises about 123
station announcers, writers and other
staff men involved in airing news.

President is John Van Cronkhite, of
Van Cronkhite Assoclates, Chicago, Vice-
Presidents, Lew McEwen, of WLW, Cin-
cinnati, and Kendall B. McClure, of
WOAI, San Antonio; secretary-treasurer,
Al Hollander, WJJD-WIND, Chicago;
executive board members in addition to
Van Cronkhite and Hollander, John
Hughes, of the Don Lee network; Jack
Harris, of WSM, Nashville; Walter
Paschall, of WSB, Atlanta; G. W. John-
stone, of WOR, Newark, and Smith.

.

E. F. Montgomery has been appointed
national sales manager of WMT, KSO
and KRNT. Recently regional sales
manager for WMT, Cedar Rapids and
Waterloo, Ia.; Montgomery was formerly
commercial manager of KOIL and also
associated in the past with RSTP, WCCO
and John Blair. He assumes his new
duties immediately.

Atlantic’s Barrel Budget Buys
Biggest Grid Box-Office Bets

Oil company spending average of $1,000 for rights to
footbhall games—Atlantic, N. W. Ayer stymie other ad-
vertisers—Atlantic’s “three-year plan®

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—In lining up the “mammoth” football game broadcast
schedule for this coming fall, N. W, Ayer advertising agency and its client, Atlantic
Refining Company, appeared to have stymied all other advertisers seeking similar

rights1in the East.

In addition, inside talk is that the campaign set out for At-

lantic will take several years to work out, winding up in a major sales drive, by
way of opening company owned and operated service stations, as well as newly
recruited dealers In territory where distribution is now weak. This last-named

Segal, Smith Ask
For Hearing Stay

WASHINGTON, Aug. 7. — Attorneys
Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith are
reported to be seeking a continuance of
the FCC disbarment proceedings against
them from the present hearing date of
September 13 to a datg early in October.
Altho no formal application for continu-
ance has been recelved by the commis-
slon, it 18 reported that it will soon be
made.

Reasons advanced for delay are that
one of the principal witnesses for Segal
and Smith will not be back from Europe
in time for a September hearing and
that the Jewish holiday, Yom Kipper,
will occur during the time necessary for
a September proceeding.

Kellogg Takes Fordham
NEW YORK, Aug. 7—W. K. Kellogg
Company, cereal manufacturer, has
signed exclusive rights to the football
games of Fordham University. Games
will be broadcast on WINS, New York.
N. W. Ayer agency negotiated.

McAssey Account Exec
CHICAQGO, Aug. 7—C. P. McAssey, for-
merly commercial sales manager of Sta-
tion WCFL, has been appointed account
executive of Schwimmer & Scott, local

agency.

New Radio Actor Union To Get
Charter This Week; Scale . Talk

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—Altho some dis-
cussion has been held among local mem-
bers as to proposed price scales, rehearsal
hours and the llke, the recently organ-
ized American Federation of Radio Art-
ists, the Equity radlo union offshoot, will
shortly mail a questionnaire to its local
membership as a step towards settling
this problem. Other than those problems
and detalls concerned with actual organ-
ization of the new union, which is now
virtually complete save for certain for-
malities, wage and billing problems are
to the forefront.

Another tangent which has gathered
considerable discussion among the New
York radio performers has been the
question of a closed shop, not insofar as
a closed shop with employers is con-
cerned, but as to a closed shop as to
additional members. This would be to
adopt a policy similar to the stagehands’
union, which now and for some time
has been taking in no new members
because of the unemployment sttuation.
A suggestton made to the AFRA is to set
a deadline with one of two conditions.
Either no new members allowed in after
that deadline, or a stiff installation fee
to hold down the influx of new members.
It is presently belleved that no such
closed-shop policy will be adopted.

Next Thursday there will be a meeting
of at least seven members of the national
board of the union to sign a petition for
a charter from the Assoclated Actors and
Artistes of America. This charter will be
granted and the following week there
will be a full meeting of the national
board. Altho the board Is to call for 45
members only 37 so far have been named.

The AFRA has also drawn up its con-
stituttion and presented it for acceptance

to the three other Four A unions, Equity,
Screen Actors® Guild and American Guild
of Musjcal Artists, which is slated to get
the charter in a month of the Grand
Opera Artists® Assoclation, now a member
of the Four A's. The opera union is
under a show-cause order as to why Its
charter should not be revoked. Equity,
SAG and AGMA have each contributed
$10,000 to the radlo actors’ drive. The
constitution has been accepted by these
three labor groups.

In the membership discussions held
so far billing and wages have held con-
stderable prominence. One suggested
price schedule for network programs has
this outline: 825 for a 15-minute show,
with rehearsal of from two to two and
a *half hours; 835 for a half-hour show,
with four rehearsal hours; 875 for an
hour show, with rehearsals up to eight
hours. Indications are that for commer-
cial shows In New York on chain higher
fees may be sought.

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 7.—Mass meeting
of the American Federation of Radlo
Artists was held last night at the El
Capitan Theater in Hollywood. Norman
Field aoted as chairman and informed
200 attending members that the Federa-
tion will henceforth be an autonomous
unit under the AAAA,

“It i{s planned,” sald Field, “to estab-
1ish branches in every major city in the
United States, with each chapter given
autonomy within the organization. Na-
tional affairs of the Federation will be
governed by a board of 46 members, rep=-
resenting writers, singers, announcers,
actors, sound-effects men and produc-
ers.” The membership of the AFRA Is
500.

phase of Atlantic's sales drive is cited
as to start next year, when the football
lineup planned by the advertiser will
reach to even larger proportions than
this year’s schedule. How much Atlantic
is spending on sports, between its hefty
football and baseball sprees, is strictly
a matter of conjecture. Insofar as the
fcotball games go, Atlantic is supposed
tc be paying an average price of 81,000
per game. This price applies definitely,
it 1s said, to the Atlantic schedule on
WOR.

Atlantic has lined up 11 games on the
60,000-watt Newark broadcaster. The
games, in the majority, are either con-
stdered sports “classics” or close thereto,
involving traditional football rivalries.
WOR scheule has Cornell-Penn State
for September 25; Carnegle-N. Y. U;
Pittsburgh-Duquesne; Colgate-Duke, and
Cornell-Columbia, for the four Satur-
days in October. In November, the games
broadcast will include Holy Cross-
Colgate; Pittsburgh-Nebraska; Syracuse-
Colgate; Penn-Cornell and Duke-Pitts-
burg. The Penn-Cornell game Is a
Thanksgiving Day attraction, all other
games playing on Saturday.

Costs

Average time bill on WOR for Atlantic
will run to about $1,400 per game, plus
line charges. This, at 81,000 a game,
for 11 games, means $11,000 or there-
abouts In rights. At $1.400 for time, the
tctal, without considering line charges
and talent costs for announcers and
commentators, brings Atlantic’s expen-
ditures in the New York area figure to
$26,400, which Is given as a figure close
to the line. Even tho other stations on
the advertiser’s list have lower rates
than WOR. and other colleges may be
getting less. the outlay for Atlantic con-
stitutes socko stuff.

Atlantic and Ayer are supposed to
have stopped other accounts from grabe
bing any major football plums by two
steps. First was to option time on the
leading stations in the cities desired.
Second -step was to buy the rights, with
the barriers on college opposition to
sponsorship now about nonexistent,
many colleges approaching radio stations
to buy the rights to their games.

A rumor, and offered strictly as such,
is that Atlantic {s working with another
mdjor oil company, on an alleged
squeeze play, to make competition
tougher for other ofl distributors alonf
the Eastern seaboard, notably Shell and
Sun (Sunoco gasoline). 2

WFIL Sponsor Uses
Auction Bid Method

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 7.—Now that
the outdoor branch of show biz has
turned to radio, being a contributing
factor to the upped summer returns on
local lanes, radio is now acquiring the
technique of the outdoor showman.
The Old-Time Auctioneer on WFIL pans
out as a_combination barker and pitch-
man with a sales policy of the seashore
resort’s auctioneer.

Striking its own tangent In radio
galesmanship, Shuman Bros., local furni-
ture merchants, have adopted a new
technique for plugging electric refriger-
ators. Mecnanized iceboxes are auctioned
off. Listeners are asked to submit bis
on the priced article, with box goin¢ /to
the highest bidder each week.. idea
credited to Julian Pollack, of the Julian
Pollack Agency. handling account. Slot-
ted twice daily for a five-minute ride.
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FCC Game of Tag Still On;
Any Guess Is Given Credence

Washington’s political glass readers knock themselves

out trying to name new

commissioners—many bills

with radio angles still pending

®
WASHINGTON, Aug., 7.—The Capital's pleasant diversion of guessing who the
President will appoint to the vacant chairs on the Federal Communications Com-
mission galned new impetus with a report that two men had been offered Com-

mission posts, but that they had declined for business or personal reasons.

The

Senate explosion over delay of appointment to the Supreme Court vacancy is seen
as a hastening force for the President to submit names to the Senate and thereby

hurry the FCC appointments.
House confidants sav that President
Roosevelt has shown no inclination to
unduly delay appointments until Con-
gress has adjourned.

Altho names and possibilities have
been mentioned there is no valld indica-
tion of who will be appointed, when ap-
pointments will be made or who the
candidates may be. The White House
remains mum on the subject while gov-
ernment officlals, congressmen and the
Yrade enjoy the sensations of blow-hot-
blow-cold conjecture. Many names are
being mentioned purely in the hope that
by doing so the White House will be
smoked out to make some sort of state-
ment. Every little action on the part of
mentioned possibilities is being inter-
preted with some dark meaning. Politi-
cal seers after consulting with the future
are risking thelr reputations by stating
that the President will either make ap-
pointments on a merit basis by selecting
men with suitable training or he will
award political plums. (No one seems
to know what other course or courses
could be followed.)

In the meantime many are hoping for
appointment of ''strong men" who could
take over their duties in such a manner
that pending radlo legislation would be
sidetracked. In this respect there are
pending before various committees the
White and Connery resolutions, the
Schwellenbach and Scott bills on free
speech and program arrangement, the
Wheeler bill to outlaw broadcasting of
gambling Information, the Wearin bhill to
divorce newspapers and radlo. the Celler
bill to construct a government short-
wave broadcasting station. the Bovlan
bill to tax radio broadcasting on the
power authorized, the Culkin bill to pro-
hibit radio advertising of alcoholic bev-
erages and the Maloney blll to require
commercial programs to state whether
cited article indorsements are paid for or

not.
Pending Bills

No apparent effort is being made to
‘push these bills this session except for
the Connery and the Celler measures.
Representatives W. D. McFarlane (Dem.,
Tex.) and Richard B. Wigglesworth
{Rep., Mass.) have made recent speeches
on the House floor in an effort to free
the Connery resolution from the Rules
Committee and other members are re-
ported as preparing speeches similar in
nature. The trade credits disgruntied
-radio license seekers as well as religious
and labor groups most interested in its
passage. Representative Emanuel Celler
(Dem., N. Y.) reports that President
Roosevelt, Secretary of State Hull, the
Bureau of the Budget, the United States

Further reports supposedly emanating from White

Write Your Own Gag

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—Following Is
the headline on a press release sent
out this week by WHN: "Fifli D'Orsay
to head guest stars of For Men Only
program,”

Shipbhoard Talk
For MBS Bureau

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—An artists’
bureau for the Mutual Broadcasting Sys-
tem is in the works, with plans to be
discussed by various MBS station execs
in September. Place of the conferences
will be the decks of the S. S. Rotterdam
on a West Indian cruise. Acts for such
cruises are booked by Nat Abramson,
head of the WOR artists’ bureau.

If golng thru. the deal will call for
the organization of a corporation in
which the stations will be the owners.
Profits will be divided among those
Mutual stations in on the artists’ bureau.
Currently some of the MBS stations
are working together on a commission
split basis. Talent will be interchanged
and given buildups in stations’ areas.

In addition to Abramson, Frank
Schreiber, of WGN, Chicago, and Bob
Braun, of Don Lee, and others are to
attend the sea-golng conflab. Wives, too.

Office of Education and the Navy De-
partment have expressed-approval of his
hill to build the short-wave station. The
bill, now in the House Naval Affairs Com-
mittee, is given good chances for com-
mittee apprcval. but no action by House
vote is foreseen until the next session.

Even tho two ‘strong men” are ap-
pointed Senator Wallace H. White Jr.
(Rep.. Me.) is still golng to urge for
investigation of radio for purpose of re-
vising and bringing up to date the pres-
ent radio laws which have remalined
unchanged to all practical purposes since
first written In 1927. He feels that prob-
lems of newspaper ownership, free speech
and approaching television should re-
celve an intelligent review by a Senate
Committee so that new laws can be
drafted to meet new situations. Despite
his interest in the industry he plans to
wait until next session before campaign-
ing for passage of his {nvestigation reso-
lution.

Success Story; Taplinger’s
75-G Gross Income Per Annum

NEW YORK, Aug. 7.—A success story
seems to have been written in less than
two years by Bob Taplinger, press agent,
who quit the CBS press department
about a year and a half ago to go into
business for himself. Taplinger's gross
income today is said to be on the-far side
of $2,000 weekly, with a fancy list of
clients looking llke a miniature Who’s
Who of radio, with a few outside ac-
counts from other branches of the show
business thrown {n for good measure.

Taplinger started with Bums and
Allen, Kate Smith and Guy Lombardo.
His present list of accounts includes
those three names and more. Included
are: Eddie Cantor, Phil Spitalny, Harry
Salter, Boris Karloff, Morton Downey,
Ripley and his program, Gertrude Niesen,

hur Godfrey (Professor Quiz), Andre
%:t “elanetz, Joe Penner, Tony Wons and
h.rs: 'Handling publicity for Moss In-
ternaticnal ad agency, Taplinger’s of-
fices also publiclze Jeanette Macdonald

as well as the programs produced by
Ruthrauff & Ryan.

. Average price for a Taplinger account
is quoted at about $60 per week, with
only one other press agent, Earle Ferris,
said to’ rate similar fees. Ferris, as
Taplinger, has an office in Hollywood.
Taplinger also has a branch in London,
England.

Taplinger s press agent for Everett
Crosby, brother and manager of Bing,
altho he does no work for the latter.
Included in the Crosby press agentry is
the race track in which Bing is finan-
cially interested.

Taplinger, allegedly financed at the
start by Willlam S. Paley, with another
report saying his first three accounts
helped him, is cited as the only indie
press agent in radio, if not all of show
business, whose annual gross income {s
in the neighborhood of §75,000, {f not
more.
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EPORTS have it that General Hugh

Johnson, who goes commercial soon
for Bromo-Quinine, is getting small
money, supposedly only $700 per week.

. Aldo Ricci and his Phantom Strings
guest shot on the Gulf show August 15.
. . . Mystery—who swiped Joe Keeley's
hat at the CBS studios? . . . Phil Brito,
vocalist with Lloyd Huntley’s Band in
Montreal, goes commercial September 15
on the CBC network. Sponsor is Stand-
ard Brands, booked by Ernie Jackson, of
J. Walter Thompson, Montreal.

The Kadoodlers signed by Brunswick tor

phonograph recordings. . . Jimmy
Saphler finally did get back to New York.
The great day was yesterday (Tuesday).
. . . Lee Wiley'gets back to radio Au-
gust 15 on CBS. . . . Alyn Roberts, for-
merly on WMCA and now with WOR,
is a Jewich cantor. Name is David Put-
terman. Obituary. Taffy, Bob
Catherwood's swell spaniel, lost at sea.

Hearn's department store will hear
several auditions next week at WOR, one
show belng submitted by Fanchon &
Marco. . . . Here go the vacation notes:
Chester Stratton. NBC artists’ service. Is
away, with Al Cook, of the same depart-
ment, scramming next week. Eleanor
(Pat) Hurley, WOR, is back at the desk
after her fortnight, with Laurette Peter-
son, the same station. now away. . .
Ben Rocke grabbed a few days off as a.
vacation and a hoped for escape from a
cold. . George Engles, NBC artists’
service chief, has kept his vacation site
a dark secret, . . . Al Wallenstein to the

e[u'cago By

ICKEY KING, harmonlca wlzard,
landed a year’s contract on the
Barn Dance, getting 375 per shot. .
Herble Kaye. the ork leader, {n to report
that wifey, Dorothy Lamour. former
radlo songstress here and now with
Paramount, is leading the screen fan
popularity poll in China, . . Another
NBC page boy makes good: Jack Simp-
son now announcing on WJDX, Jackson.
Miss. . . Local publicists’ association
staged & whale of an affair for Joe E.
Brown, the movie funster, who has been
doing some baseball talk over WJJD.
. . George Llvingston, of the CBS
pr&ss department. had a narrow escape
from serious injury during his vacaticn
trip when his car smashed up in Calro,

0. Lee Francis, WBBM organist,
vacatlonlng in California. . Stuart
Haydon, radio playwright, appointed

editorial director of Van Cronkhite Asso-
ciates.

Radio Row <czossip these warm days
centers around the sponsor of a well-
known program who changed agencies to
crash the society circle. Present agency,
it seems, promised the bill footer an
open. door to the “400" paradise.

By JERRY FRANKEN

Coast for a week or s0. Lou Frankel,
radio editor of Tide, s another vacation
returner. . Ditto Jerry Danzig. of
WOR. and Al Simon. of WHN, while
Vivian Brown, of the same station. takes
it easy. Promise no more for the rest
of the summer.

They're calling Dave Driscoll “Welss-
muller” ever since he fell overboard off
the Endeavour at Newport just before
he was to start on the Let's Visit show.
Driscoll, reportedly, was hauled aboard
with a hawser. . . . The renewal market:
Jean Sablon, by NBC. . . Al Mitchell,
‘“The Answer Man,” by Provident Loan.

. Jean O'Neil, Barry McKinley and

thé Tunetwisters, by Griffin. . True
Story, on NBC. . And Lum and Abner,
by Horlicks, same network. . . Mari

‘Warnow has moved to his new chateau
in Kew Gardens. . . Dave Alber, the
press agent, has a scenario under option
to Grand National films. . . . If Tommy
Riggs. with his kid character. Betty Lou,
clicks on the Vallee show, he'll be spot-
ted on the Chase & Sanborn show. to
provide love interest for that McCarthy.
. . Mario Cozzi will be starred in the
opera series at the New York Hippodrome
this fall. . . . Joseph Schmidt and Don-
ald Dickson will do several guest appear-
ances with the returning General Motors
concerts this fall. . . Arthur Kent, a
new press agent in town, has fulfilled
newspaper men’'s dream. He owns 8

farm. . . Willlam M. Watters is now
with Kass-Tohrner, doing scripts and
publicity.

SAM HONICBERG

Jackie Heller Is the new soloist with
Harry Kogen's Ork over NBC Wednesday
afternoons, replacing Gale Puge, who in
turn was assigned to a Frid<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>