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in this latest

1E BILLBOARD ROAD ATLAS

of the United States and Eastern Canada

104 pages crammed full of up-to-date in-
formation that every motorist needs . . .
a map of every State and every Kastern
Canadian Province . . . accurate mile-
age distances between cities and towns

large scale city maps . . . mileage
distance tables from Coast to Coast . .
that’s the new The Billboard Road
Atlas  compiled by Rand MeNually,
world’s largest publishers of authentic
road guides,

Plan your “‘jumps” with this atlas.

It shows many thousands of miles of new
surfaced roads . and the old roads
as well. Plan your trips in advance

know where you're going, how
you’re going, how far it is.

On the road this atlas gives you
information in ¢ hurry. laudy size,
ready reference mdexing, unusual legi
bility, maps of every State in one con-
venient Atlas, make it invaluable in the
car. Don’t get lost stay on the
map!

For large city driving, use the closeup
city maps. Large, clear they
guide you quickly through congested

areas.
l- — s e— . — ey g e e m— e — — — e ey
THE BILLBOARD PUBLISHING CO., l
25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O. l

Please enter my order for coples The '

Billboard ROAD ATLAS, for which I enclose 78 cents |
each
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I'TORS JUD

Chi Agents
Fight Benefits

Rebel against demands for
free talent—blame fake

“big shots”
e

CHICAGO, Feb. 12.—Agents are turn-
ing thumbs down on benefit perform-
ances for their acts and more than ever
before are striving to eliminate this
chiseling method of securing entertain-
ment. Of late a crop of self-styled big
shots have been keeping the agency
phones busy, attempting to get free tal-
ent for their affairs in exchange of “fa-
vors.” But the agents, wise to the value
of those promises, are continually turn-
ing them down.

What brought the agents closer now
than ever before in taking a stand
against mon-paying engagements were
the increasing orders for shows from
dozens of “friends.” Smaller fry, plan-
ning a gala event, would turn to their
high-standing brethren and use them
as fronts in dealing with agents and
bockers. The practice has been misused
to such a degree that acts found them-
egelves working most of the time for a
meal after their performance,

One agent had a fast comeback this

(See CHI AGENTS on page 9)

Foreign Acts Are
Not Exempt From

| Social Security

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12. — Internal
revenue spokesmen today stated that
they still collect Social Security taxes
on foreign acts in this country on
temporary visas, reports to the contrary
notwithstanding. The law makes excep-
tions only for certain types of employ-
ment, namely, agricultural pursuits and
domestic service, the bureau officials
stated.

“Under terms of statute we cannot
make exceptions for aliens,” one in-
ternal revenue officer told The Billboard.
Granting that aliens would hardly bene-
fit from the terms of the Social Security
Act, officials expressed belief that for-
eigners will have to continue paying the
tax until some amending legislation is
offered.

The possibility for such legislation was

(See FOREIGN ACTS on page 71)

Personal Rep

GE PUBLICIT

First Survey of .Kind Gives
Opinions on Air-Press Methods

Total of 149 radio editors list criticisms of publicity
methods of networks, stations, ad agencies and p. a.’s—
NBC, CBS even—Ferris leads space grabbers

[

By JERRY

FRANKEN

NEW YORK, Feb. 12.—A study of publicity methods in the radio branch of
the show business—a field less organized than older amusement fields—has just
been completed and is hereby presented in the Radio Editor-Press Department
Survey made by The Billboard. It is the first authoritative published study of its
kind. Results, rather than being one man’s opinion, are those of 149 radio editors
thruout the country who participated in the survey. The survey set out to find

what radio editors thought of network,

departments and their methods of op~
eration; how they rated press agents
and comparative coverage of press
agents; the effect of newspaper owner-
ship of radio stations on radio publicity;
suggestions for improving press services
of all kinds; the relationships estab-
lished and maintained by radio per-

(See EDITORS JUDGE or. page 6)

Right To Collect

Fee on Job Challenged by Suit

NEW YORK, Feb. 12.—Can a personal
representative or manager collect a fee

Actor Union Autonomy Seen by
Proposed Four A Amendments

SAG-Equity accord likely—AEA proposes $1.50 per
capita and autonomy measures—SAG contribution to

AEA $18,000-$25,000 yearly-—AFA‘CEA deadlock

NEW YORK, Feb. 12.—Noticeable accord between Screen Actors’ Guild and
Actors’ Equity on proposed changes to the constitution of the Associated Actors

and Artistes of America indicates a more
“one big actors’ union” idea.

decentralized Four A’s as opposed to the

Special council meeting of Equity Thursday passed

certain proposals to submit to the central committee on constitutional revision.
As Indicated in last week’s issue of The Billboard, these center around safeguarding
of autonomy, consolidation of Four A’s offices to save expense, settlement of inter-

In This Issue

ROUTES:

changeability by private union pacts and
‘control of voting strength. In place of
the proposed $3 per capita tax Equity
proposes that the ante be jumped to
$1.50, with a proviso that a jump to $2
be authorized by a two-thirds vote of
the branches. Consolidation of offices
also is contingent. in the Equity pro-
posal, upon ratification by two-thirds
vote of the sister unions.

General tenor of these suggested
changes points toward continued main-
tenance of union autonomy. SAG of-
ficials also hold to the policy that dif-
ferent unions are jealous of autonomy
and regard safeguarding same as ad-
visable now. Pointed out by SAG of-
ficials that the Guild has never tried to
adopt steam-roller tactics and that the
provision to confine voting strength of
any particular union to no more than
one-third the voting strength of the
Tour A’s is a distinct brainchild of the
Guild. Angles underlying the jockey-
ing are various, one opinion being that
even SAG is now interested in safeguard-
ing future autonomy. Fact that SAG
has voiced its intention of pruning to
a membership of 6,000 adds credence to
this.

Proposed Equity changes are being
sent to the Coast so that Ken Thomson,
SAG executive ‘secretary. can give them
the once over. Equity men expect no

(See AGQTOR UNION on page 27)

from an artist when he gets the latter
a job?

Question, which has far-reaching im-
plications for actors, musicians and per-
formers, is being partially decided in a
case that comes before the California
courts soon. Litigation concerns Co-
National Playwrights, local play-peddling
outfit, and Richard Maibaum, MGM
script writer and former playwright. Co-

(See PERSONAL REP on page 9)

station and advertising agency press

Ammon Is New
Wis. Ag Director

MADISON, Wis., Feb. 12.—Ralph E.
Ammon, manager of Wisconsin State
Fair, Milwaukee, and president of the
International Association of Fairs and
Expositions, was appointed director of
agriculture for the State of Wisconsin
on Wednesday.

Mr. Ammon, who has for years been
prominent in agricultural and live-stock
affairs of the State, was the choice over
a number of candidates. Fair men of
the State are especially pleased at his
selection, as Mr. Ammon is known as a
stanch friend of county fairs.

He will continue as manager of the
State fair this year. He is taking a
leave of absence for several months,
during which time A. W. Kalbus, as-
sistant manager, will carry on work of
preparing for the 1938 fair.

International Board of Fairs Sets
Dates and Names “Mixers” Group

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Feb. 12.—A meet-
ing of the board .of directors of the
International Assoclation of Fairs and
Expositions was held here on Thursday.
at which dates for the annual conven-
tion were set. The convention will be

Orchestras, page 16.
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held in Hotel Sherman, Chicago, on
November 29 and 30.

Present at the board meeting were
Ralph T. Hemphill, Oklahoma City:
L. B. Herring Jr., Beaumont, Tex.;
Maurice W. Jencks, Topeka, Kan., and
Ralph E. Ammon, Madison, Wis. The
board elected five members to the board
of appeals. Those chosen were Raymond
A. Lee, St. Paul, and Charles W. Green,
Sedalia, Mo., for 1938, and P. W. Abbott,
Edmonton, Alta.; Roy Rupard, Dallas,
and Charles A. Somma, Richmond, Va.,
for 1938-'39. Elected to classification
and rules committee were A. R. Corey,
Towa State Fair, Des Moines, chairman:
Harry G. Templeton, Indiana State Fair,
Indianapolis; W. W. Ellenwood, Ohio
State Fair, Columbus; W. D. Jackson,
Western Fair, London, Ont., and Harold
F. DePue, North Montana State Fair.
Great Falls. Frank H. Kingman, Brock-
(See INTERNATIONAL BOARD page 71)

Russell, Downie

Sign With Alliance

PITTSBURGH, Feb. 12.—Russell Bros.’
and Downie Bros. circuses have signed
agreements with the International Alli-
ance of Bill Posters, Billers gnd Dis-
tributors. President Leo Abernathy in-
formed today, leaving Wallace Bros. and
Barnett Bros. the only two motorized
shows not pacted yet with the IABPB
for the 1938-'39 seasons.

Latest contract involves about 60 men
employed by the two shows.

LW
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WINTER “BORSCHT CIRCUIT?

100 Lakewood Hotels Spending
Almost Million $$ for Talent

Budgets from $50 to $20,000 a season—ultra Laurel
books names—rest use bands, floor shows—salaries not
high, but engagements long—booked from New York

By SYLVIA WEISS

LAKEWOOD, N. J, Feb. 12.—One hundred hotel owners here, winter version
of the “borscht circuit,” are spending between $500,000 and $1,000,000 this season

for entertainment.

Individual budgets range from $50 to $20,000.

With the ex-

ception of the Laurel in the Pines and Grossman'’s, which run floor shows in the
night club manney, $1.50 cover charges and 50 cents minimum for spirits, the hotels

offer entertainment as a gratis dessert.

Biggest spenders are the eight hotels which

accommodate over 200 patrons apiece. The ultra Laurel, for example, pays an

average of $500 a week for its 12-piece
ban:d, headed by Jerry Livingston, and
another $500 for name acts. The cover
charge which applies to resident guests
as well as outsiders supports the ex-
travagant policy. Laurel, in addition,
‘has the advantage of a WOR hook-up.

Second largest sums of about $4,000
for the 20-week season ate expended by
places like the New Brunswick. It is
one of the few first.rate spots getting
along without a grill. However, there is
talk of the Brunswick’s meeting the
competition of the Laurel’s Mirror Room
and Grossman’s Coral Bar with a similar
extension. The innovation, if copied,
will enable hotels to buy more expensive
shows.

It is conservatively estimated that from
this money spent for entertainment 150
musiclans are being given a full season’s
employment. A like number hold dates
raneing from one-nighters to 10 weeks.

With the exception of “star guests” at
the Laurel, Brunswick and Grossman'’s,
performers average $25 a week plusroom,
board and expenses for two-way trans-
portation. There are some small hotels,
however, which hire acts on a doubling

(Sece WINTER BORSCHT on page 27)

Feagin School Students
Present “Family Affairs”

NEW YORK, Feb. 12.—Clifford Brooke
did an excellent job in directing the
Feagin School of Dramatic Art’s pres-
entation of Gertrude Jennings’ three-
acter, Family Affairs, oifered Monday at
the Bayes Theater. The cast really acts
—and this, for a dramatic school, is high
praise.

Situations stemming from the plot
make up a tangled web of embarrassing
and difficult circumstances within the
different branches of the Madehurst
Family, and Lady Madehurst, aged 75
and guarded as carefully as a delicate
plece of bric-a-brac, takes over the reins
and solves every problem. Most of the
cast principals must, of course, play
roles of middle-aged characters, and
most of them come thru splendidly.

Orra Williams, Hugh McNair, Hugh
Anderson, Syd Lamont and Constance
June Humphrey are perhaps the best of
the lot, with Miss Williams, as Lady
Madehurst, contributing the most fin-
ished performance. McNair, as Harvey,
has appearance and is particularly fitted
to play the role but appears to need
more volice training. Anderson, as Her-
bert, goes thru his lines and characteri-
zation with an encouraging facility.
Lamont’s portrait of the black sheep
Sydney is both good and bad; seems to
nave personality but, like McNair, should
watch his volce more carefully. Miss
Humphrey is a good maid. Elizabeth
Wall, cast as the blond siren, puts too
much apparent effort into her work.

Others are Frances Daly, Betty Hatri-
son, Mirtam Ross, Peter Marston, Vir-
ginia Maddocks and Mary Corcoran.

Paul Ackerman.

Extra New Haven Ice Show

NEW HAVEN, Conn., Feb. 12.—~The Ice
Follies of 1938, because of sell-out crowds
at the local Arena, were obliged to ar-
range for an additional show to take
care of the huge throngs. The Arena
management and the Follies group

scheduled a matinee for Saturday after-
. noon.

Coward Cycle Extended
To Five Weeks in Chi

CHICAGO, Feb. 12.—Continued good
business and the heavy advance ticket
demand extended the originally set two-
week run of Noel Coward's Tonight at
8:30 to five weeks at the Harris. Most
of the patrons have been buying the
entire cycle of nine plays.

Surprisingly good trade is also regis=
tered at the Grand Opera House with
the Abbey Theater Players, with the bale
conies doing capacity nightly.

S. F. Tourist Crop Down

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 12.— There
were 4 per cent fewer tourists in San
Francisco last year than in 1936, Cali-
fornians, Inc.,, reports. Competition for
tourist business is the reason given for
the poor “crop” of visitors. The lengthy
hotel strike Is another reason set forth
as the cause for the decline.

Californians, Inc., has announced
plans for increased advertising, a larger
output of literature and increased gen-
eral activity to bring more tourists here
than ever in 1938. San Francisco’s tour-
ist revenue amounts to $71,000,000 a
year,

“Broadwalk Asylum” Clicks

NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 12—The local
Federal Theater Project again clicks with
an extra week’s extension of its latest
vehicle, The Mystery of Broadwalk Asy-
lum. The play is an original one, writ-
ten by a California psychiatrist, and fea-
tured parts are played by Vernon Powers,
Maude Hollingsworth, Hugh Beaumont
and Philomene Offer.

B. O. Bist Du Schoen

CHICAGO, Feb. 12.—Now that Bei
Mir Bist Du Schoen is a box-office
title, the local Yiddish legit company
is reviving a play under that name at
the Douglas Park Theater and Is
literally cleaning up every week-end.
Jullus Nathanson, Jewish juvenile,
has been imported from New York
for the starring honors.

Dull Hearings on

Sirovich Art Plan

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12—Five days of
dull testimony marked resumption of
House hearings on the Represcntative
Sirovich proposal to establish a Federal
Department of Science, Art and Litera=
ture. Burgess Meredith favored estab-
lishment of a permanent theater project
similar to that existing under the Fed-
eral Theater Project of WPA. Brock
Pemberton, Frank Gillmore and Blanche
Yurka attended the first day’s session
to give their views., Altho Sirovich,
chairman of the House patents commit-
tee, had called the hearings for testi-
mony on his own bill to create the new
government department, there was dis-
tinct leaning by most witnesses toward
the Pepper-Coffee bills to create a
Department of Art.

Previous testimony on the Sirovich
proposal is already bound into a two-
inch volume, and this week’s activities
will equal last year's transcripts. The
hearings were held in the huge House
Caucus Room, which at no time during
the Sirovich hearings ever saw 10 rows
of seats being occupied. Capitol ob-
servers expressed little interest in either
the bill or the hearings, and no one
could be found who would give the bill
a faint hope of passage.

Pitisburgh Ice Crazy

PITTSBURGH, Feb. 12.—This city has
gone ice-show crazy.

Already having paid top prices to jam
Duquesne Garden for two frozen carni-
vals, fans are just-recovering from whirls
of Czech skater Vera Hruba, 17-year-old
former ballerina, who performed between
games of college hockey double-header
this week, are already buying ducats for
eki circus set for Garden from March 1
to 5. Roy Shipstead’s Ice Follies, already
here once this season, booked for a re-
turn engagement week of March 27, and
Harris Amusement Company is still
hoping it can induce Sonja Henie to
make appearance at figure that will
leave it something besides ticket stubs.

Annual cash prize rodeo is set for
April in Garden.
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BILLBOARD STAFF

For RADIO

BETTY WILLIAMS—Ilyric soprano
now at the Half Moon Hotel, Coney
Island, N. Y. Smooth {fluid voice
that has a wide range—about four oc-
taves—and surprisingly strong lower
register. Comes over the mike well,
too. Handles semi-classics. operetta
tunes and pops—all very well.

SARITA HERRERA—South Ameri-
can singer, now at the Club Yumuri,
New York. A petite and very attrac-
tive brunet, with smooth expressive

The purpose of this department is to benefit producers, bookers, agents and
others concerned with the exploitation of talent in the major indoor fields thru The

Billboarg’s coverage of every branch of the show business.
SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC “POSSIBILITIES" MAY ADDRESS THEM
IN CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY.

voice and plenty of poise. Should be a
good bet for radio—and also for films.

L3
For FILMS

DAN WICKENDEN—young writer
whose first novel was recently pub-
lished and who has also written for
the better mags. Reception of the
novel was quite good and marked him
as a sensitive and intelligent writer, a
master craftsman and excellent on
dialog. Should be able to do good
work for films.

German White Raté.fj
Elect Bammert Pr é

NEW YORK, Feb. 12—German White
Rats, actors’ union, now in the pro
of reorganization, recently elected Georg
Bammert acting president. Bammert
succeeds Otto Steinert, who retires from -
office because of age and ill health,
Other officers remain the same. 4'5d
Pointed out by the membership at & =
meeting last week that future policy of
the organization is in doubt, particu= =
larly as to the possibility of joining orf =
merging with a sister unton within the
Associated Actors and Artistes of Amer=
tca. Before any such action could be
taken the assoclation would have to
begin negotiations., Organization rea

6_

r

izes, however, that under its present g4
set-up it is not strong enough to organ- =
ize in a modern way. o P

While the German White Rats still
owes some per capita tax to the Four A’s,
it has always given its membership a.'-—
financial statement. Recent confusiom
as to the association’s finances is being
attributed partly to the fact that the rr
report is given in English, whereas the 1
membership is German. o

Frank Gillmore, Four A president, re-
cently stated he believed any recemt
trouble over the Rats’ finances was du
to a mistake, not to any maliclous =
action. 1

Paris Revue Reverts to Mela

PARIS, Feb. 5.— Henrl Varna's new-
revue, Feerie de Paris, in which Mistin=
guett is being starred at the Casino de
Paris, devotes an important number of
scenes to blood and thunder melo of
the good old 10-20-30 days. Everything
is there, from the persecuted heroine,
played by Mistinguett, and the innocent
babe to the villain, who at the last mo~
ment is overpowered by the good gal
and falls under the wheels of the speed-
ing express. At least the method of
portraying the passing train is ingenious.
Setting is a grade crossing in a hollow
masking the rails. Passage of train ine
dicated by reflection of window lights
and hissing steam. Y

As for the revue, there is little but
Mistinguett, girls, costumes and scenery.
Mistinguett is her usual self—descends
gigantic staircases, wears extravagant
plumes, sings terribly and displays her
shapely legs. If you like Mistinguett
you will enjoy the show,

Only specialties in the revue are the
dances by the Mae Wynn and Zella [ &
quartet and the Townsends, who appear
several times. The Mae Wynn group
show-stops with its novelly staged tap -
dance session, but remainder of its rous
tines ‘is ‘rather tame. The Townsends
are excellent in ballroom and acrobatic
dances. Tito Valdez and Carlos Machado =
also on in modest dance bits. L

Reda Caire, popular crooner, has lead-
ing male role and puts dcross several
song numbers. Blg line of girls, coached
by Helena Greasley, liven up the show = =
with excellent precision work and peppy
ensembles. Several gorgeous settings,
magnificent costumes and a multitude
of plump nudes are a treat for the eyes.

-FRANCES FARMER
(This Week’s Cover Subject)

ND now the course of empire turns east=
ward again, from the films to the stage.
Frances Farmer is one of the latest to arrive
among us. It was the Group Theater which
drew her here to take part, in its production |
of Clifford Odets’ new play, “Golden Boy,” now
at the Belasco Theater, New York.
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E, F, Farmer,
she was born in Scattle, Wash., and went to
school in that city. Later, at the University of
Washington, she studied playmaking with @
Sophie Roscnstein and was prominent in dra- e
maties in school. She worked her way thru |
college as a waitress, movie usheret and tutor.
Winning a subsecription contest in Seattle,
she went to Europe, where she was seen by _'
a movie scout and given a Paramount contract.
Her pictures have been “Too Many Parents,””
“Border Flight,” “Rhythm on the Range,’
“Come and Get It,” “Toast of New York,
“Exclusive’ and “Ebb Tide.” She has no plan
for the future but hopes to continue workin
with the Group Theater. a1%
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By CEORGE SPELVIN

3 HEN a Spelvin stooge recently asked to be connected on the phone with the manager of

¥Y the Criterion Thedter he overheard the female voice that answered yelling Yo a colleague,
“Hey, who is the manager around here?” . . The publishing phonies who print collections
of verse and then sock budding “‘poets” for the expenses are around again; anyhow, a circular
from one of them was sent to one of the lads in The Billboard’s New York office, offering him
a chance to get his poems—if any—published; -all he has to do is send them in—but, as the
“publisher” politely remarks, “We are requesting a minimum of financial co-operation from
each paet whose work is accepted,” so the poets must scrape up $3.50 for each copy
of the book they ‘“want”—and one copy must be bought for each half page accepted for
publication. . . . And the circular was sent to, of all people, the burlesque editor! . . . Harry
Moss, Hotel America owner who has been buying into other hotels, is backed by Frank Vance
Storrs money. . There must be something in the atmosphere or in the Cuba Libres of
La Conga that infects the management as well as the patrons; a few weeks ago co-owner
Bobby Martyn got himself hitched to Connie Immerman’s daughter, and now the rumor is
that Roldan, another of the bistro’s directors, is expected to announce it any day with Eleanor
Powell. . . . That is if they haven’t gone and done it already.

Broadway beaters in the know are whispering about an inconspicuous item in
the March issue of Radio Stars, fan mag. Paragraph explains that “Guy Lombardo
won’t allow his orchestra to play Kenny’s (Nick Kenny’'s) songs under any cir-
cumstances, whether he likes the songs or not. When orchestra leaders plug his
songs Kenny often reciprocates by mentiohing the leaders in his column in The
Daily Mirror.” Item then goes on to quote Guy, “If I played the songs someone
would say I was playing them”to get mentioned in your column.” Item also says
that Guy is stubborn on two things: “Two things this band doesn't need are a girl
vocallst and a press agent.” And, adds the mag, “He won't budge from those
either?” . . Except during the years when he employed Bob Taplinger to do his
publicity and when he introduced Kenny’s Carelessly in 1936.

THE ALBUM: Marie Dumont (there’s @ Mrs. prefired to the mame in private
L.ge), owner and operator of the Crisis Cafe, which stands in Greenwich Village on
he site of Thomas Paine’s home, is probably the only solo female operator of a
locul might club. She is Viennese by birth and the “Mrs.” prefiz was attached
edarly; she was married at 12, a jnother at 13, was widowed a few years later and
has been in the night club game in this city for more than 15 years. She started
as a hat-check girl and knows most of the big shots and big spenders in town.
Now, owner of her oun club, she runs it cautiously and firmly. She does all the
buying, books the talent, is mistress of ceremonies and pays all the bills per-
sonally. When there’s a personal friend visiting she invades the kitchen and
cooks the dinner herself. Her only relazation is to go “uptown” to Dave’s Blue
Room after she closes her own place or—when she wants to step out—to make the
rounds of the Harlem hot spots. She calls all her performers by their first names
and they all call her Marie. <

With ice shows so popular nowadays the feet of Frank Guatelli, head barman at the
Village Brewery, are itching; he’s a former speed skater who has competed with Val Bialis
and living Jafee, and he was manager of lIceland for 10 years. . . Paramount ushers were
hissed into defeat one night last weeck when they tried to subdue a couple of front-row
females shagging to the tunes of the Goodman crew. . . The same night Lionel Hampton
played his vibraphone so hard he chipped his sticks. . . Wendell Goodwin, general press
rep of the FTP Circus (and a Welshman to boot), experienced three unusual happenings last
week: he landed in Winchell’s column, lock, stock and barrel, for the circus; he was called
in to aid on the publicity for the FTP hit “One Third of a Nation,” and he found a wallet
with plenty of greenbacks in it—which he returned to the owner.

Bill- Shilling, local agent, was amazed last week when & woman came in and
said, “I must see Mr. Shilling. He is in trouble and I must help him.* Sure
enough, Bill had recently undergone an operation and was still worried and ill.
So he let the woman come in, and she said she was Florence, that her name was
copyrighted (I wonder what all the other Florences in the world are going to do
now) and that she was a “‘psychometrist.” And then she proved it by telling Bill
where he lives, how he makes his entrance into his house, the people in his family,
what they're like and a lot of other stuff. Finally she sald she wanted to go on the
stage—having been giving only demonstrations and readings up to now-—and she
wanted Bill to agent her. So now Bill is agenting her.

OUR OWN MAIL DEPT.: Why trade-paper editors go nuts (still continued). This
Tone from a very small town, addressed to the Palace Theater Building, care of
George Spelvin: “4 year ago I wrote you a letter inquiring about the stage and tap
dancing.. You always said that if I ever wanied to ask anything about the stage
again not to hesitate to write to you. That was a year ago and I never wrote
again until now. Maybe you thought your letter discouraged me, but it did not.
I've written you several letters in my mind, but I've never put them in actual
writing, for the simple reason that I’'ve been so busy at different times and when
I did have spare time I was doing other things, so I never got right down to writing
to you. May I ask some personal questions about the stage? How much does a
chorus girl get and how many hours and how many days do they work?
do they have out for lunch & do they havc to be near the set when free time:
What is a free-lance player? How long does it take to learn routines like the Con-
tz‘henta;? Is there some way a paper, or your report, that could be sent
ebout musical shows that are in the making in Hollywood or New York. That %
the title of the musical show, cast, & how many days it took to complete t”

How longe
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Very seldom
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10 Mging agencies maintain-
you?

ghow & perhaps the name of the dance routines, if they have a name, and Jghiwell-Emmett ......... 3
ke that. You sece I'm making a scrapbook along that line and I can use ermpbell-Ewald Some 3
bit of information about tap dancing, clogging & musical shows. I'm . Wallis Armstrong.... 2
interested, for I know what a long hard road it s, but I am willing to attempt 7illiam Esty Co......... 1
roatd. If something—some kind of information could be sent to me every rXenyon & Eckhardt .... 1
or whenever musical shows come. Where did Fred Astaire learn to dance’ J. Stirling Getchell..... 1
to hear news about the stage makes me happy.” It’s all pretty sad if yor Pedlar & Ryan.......... 1
think about it. 27 Schwimmer & Scott.... 1
. . — ... 25 Kuhn-Burnett ......... 1
Hotel Piccadilly pulled a nice press stunt by housing and promotin. ... 17 Mitchell-Faust. .. ....... 1
Opticians’ Association’s beauty tontest for girls wearing glasses: it was ..., 17 Needham, Louis &
eyed and 23-ycar-old Mrs. Vera Ceorgia Parks, wife of an airline pilot: , ... .. 16 Brorby ...........00. 1
airplane trip to Hollywood-—but not on her husband’s line. . . Adcam.... 11 Neisser-Meyerhoff ...... 1
Ship” Stuff: David AHman, front doorman with the FTP Circus, ¢. . ....... 10 Ruthrauff & Ryan ...... 1
¢harter member of the TMAT—and his last requests were for newde- Hutchins .............. 1
against the managers; just before he died the boys told him that # .. ........ 10 Tracy-Locke-Dawson ... 1
“The River,” a Department of Agriculture film sans boy-mects-gir~ & Sons, Kelly, Stuhlman &
billing in the Criterion Theater ads, displacing the feature film, “Sey.,........ 4 Zarndt ... ... .. ke

_all-round genius advertises in The Times: “Writer, editor, public Joung & Rubicam, this agency maintains a

requiring person of unusual ability.

Author 40 books, former edite:r the name of Bureau of Industrial Service.

Splondid soclal, political, financial connections. Fraught with ideas; haspress agent record below.

Men are turning more and more to cooking; Dol

QUESTION No. 11.
partment services?

Good Bad Fair,
adeguate
35 33 57

Editors® Survey

How do you find agency prees de-

Inconsistent Inferior to
in quality networks
6 2

QUESTION No. 12. What press agents send you copy?

Earle Ferris
Radio Feature Service. 71

Tom Fizdale ) .. 87
Robert Taplinger) ..... 3
Helen Ferguson ........ 21
Bureau of Industrial
Service .......oviiennn 18
David O. Alber ........ 15
Fred Baer.............. 14
George D. Lottman..... 13
J. M. Josefsberg........ 9
Richard Himber ........ 8

Mills Artists, Inc.

Williams-Al Brackman. 7
News Features
Al Cook-Henry Doherty. 5

Ben Byers ............. 3
Leonard Dubkin ....... 2
Sutton Service ......... 2

QUESTION No. 13. Which

Joe. Wiegers (Macfadden

Publications) ........ 1
Robert Blaine .......... 1
Karen Hopper ......... 1

Jack Ryan.............. 1

Charles Stevens ........ 1
News Release .......... 1
Monte Proser .......... 1
Mel Adams ............ 1
Bill Haworth .......... 1
Billy Burton,

Rockwell O'Keefe .... 1
Radio Press Service..... 1
Harry Bruno ...J....... 1
Mel Adams............. 1
Gale, Inc. ........vo0v.n 1
Milton Weinberg ....... 1
Hollywood Air News..... 1

of the press agents seem to

you to have the best service, best copy? Plasse list several

in order.

Press Agent
First
Earle Ferris
Radio Feature Service 41
Tom Fizdale 17
Richard Himber
Bureau of Industrial Service 1
J. M. Josefsberg 1
Bureau of Industrial Service 1
George D. Lottman (o]
Helen Ferguson [¢]
David Aler 0
Publicity Associates (o]

Votes for Votes for Votes for Votes for Votes for

Second Third Fourth  Fifth
12 0 (o] 0
24 3 (o] ]

0 5 [¢] 0
i (o] [¢] 0
1 ! 1 (o]
1 Z 0 (o]
1 2 2 1

4 4 0 (o]
3 1 1 1

0 2 2 (o]

Above press agents received votes for more than one

place,

Each of the following press agents received one

vote for third place: Bill Haworth, Ben Byers; News Fea-
tures, Inc.; Will Yolin and Fred Baer.

QUESTION No. 14. Which copy seems better to you?

(b) Why?
Networks Press agents
87 37

BREAKDOWN OF QUESTION 14, SECTION B.

Best copy

Press agents 22
Networks 21
Agencies 1

copy

Stations

Most complete

Networks 26 'Stations 1
1~ Networks 7

Stations Agencies
8 9
More Inside-
reliable exclusive

Press agents 3

QUESTION No. 15. If you are associated with a news-

paper which owns or has an

affillation with a radlo sta-

tion, can you use copy on other stations?

No Restrictions
43

Restrictions
12

(*Five may give limited space.)

QUESTION No. 16. Do you use pictures?

Yes
116

QUESTION No. 17. What,

No
26

generally, 1s the quality of

pictures—as to subject, not photographic—sent you?

Good Falr
33 41

Poor Bad
8 16

QUESTION No. 18. As to NBC, CBS and Mutual, if you
have had occasion to require special service from one or
all of them, how has each followed thru for you?

NBC
Well 93
Fairly 6
Badly 5

QUESTION No. 19.

CBS Mutual
79 45
3 3
7 11

(Part A). Have you established per-

sonal relationship with any of the press sources?

Yes No Few
73 46 3
(Part B). How?
Personal visits Mail
54 26

QUESTION No. 20.

stars or otherwise,
friendship?
Yes
78

Do you find that radio perform
make any effort to cultivate 7y

No
b4

(See BROADWAY BEAT on page 31)
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100 Lakewood Hotels Spending
Almost Million $$ for Talent

Budgets from $50 to $20,000 a season—ultra Laurel =
books names—rest use bands, floor shows—salaries notid
high, bnt engagements long—booked from New Yorl; of

[ A
By SYLVIA WEISS

flade
apper

LAKEWOOD. N. J., Feb. 12—One hundred hotel owners here, winter versPetter
of the "borscht circuit,” are spending between $500,000 and $1,000,000 this se3&tt1ng

for entertainment.

average of $500 a week for its 12-piece
band, headed by Jerry Livingston, and
another $500 for name acts. The cover
charge which applies to resident guests
as well as outsiders supports the ex-
travagant policy. Laurel, in addition,
has the advantage of a WOR lhook-up.

Second largest sums of about $4,000
for the 20-week season are expended by
places like the New Brunswick. It is
one of the few flist-rate spots getting
along without a grill. However, there is
talk of the Brunswick’s meeting the
competition of the Laurel’s Mirror Room
and Grossman’s Coral Bar with a similar
extension. The innovation, if copied,
will enable hotels to buy more expensive
shows.

It is conservatively estimated that from
this money spent for entertainment 150
musicians ars being given a full season’s
employment. A like number hold dates
ranging from one-nighters to 10 weeks.

With the exteption of “star guests” at
the Laurel, Brunswick and Grossman'’s,
performers average $25 a week plusroom,
board and expenses for two-way trans-
portation. There are some small hotels,
‘however, which hire acts on a doubling

(See WINTER BORSCHT on page 27)

Feagin School Students
Present “Family Affairs”

NEW YORK, Feb. 12.—Clifford Brooke
did an excellent job in directing the
Feagin School of Dramatic Art’s pres-
entation of Gertrude Jennings' three-
acter, Family Affairs, offered Monday at
the Bayes Theater. The cast really acts
—and this, for a dramatic school, is high
praise.

Situations stemming from the plot
make up a tangled web of embarrassing
and difficult circumstances within the
different branches of the Madehurst
Family, and Lady Madehurst, aged 75
and guarded as carefully as a delicate
piece of bric-a-brac, takes over the reins
and solves every problem. Most of the
cast principals must, of course, play
roles of middle-aged characters, and
most of them come thru splendidly.

Orra Williams, Hugh McNair, Hugh
Anderson, Syd Lamont and Constance
June Humphrey are perhaps the best of
the lot, with Miss WwWilliams, as Lady
Madehurst, contributing the most fin-
ished performance. McNair, as Harvey,
has appearance and is particularly fitted
to play the role but appears to need
more volce training. Anderson, as Her-
bert, goes thru his lines and characteri-
zation with an encouraging facility.
Lamont’s portralt of the black sheep
Sydney is both good and bad; seems to
have personality but, like McNair, should,
watch his voice more carefully. Miss
Humphrey Is a good mald. Elizabeth
Wall, cast as the blond siren, puts too
much apparent effort into her work.

Others are Frances Daly, Betty Harri-
son, Miriam Ross, Peter Marston, Vir-
ginia Maddocks and Mary Corcoran.

Paul Ackerman,

Extra New Haven Ice Show

NEW HAVEN, Conn., Feb. 12.—The Ice
Follies of 1938, because of sell-out crowds
at the local Arena, were obliged to ar-
range for an additional show to take
care of the huge throngs. The Arena
management and the Follies group

scheduled a matinee for Saturday after-
noon.

Individual budgets range from $50 to $20,000.
ception of the Laurel in the Pines and Grossman’s, which run floor shows It
night club manner, $1.50 cover charges and 50 cents minimum for spirits, the b
offer entertainment as a gratis dessert. Biggest spenders are the eight hotels 1
accommodate over 200 patrons apiece. The ultra Laurel, for example, pa

: Massell,
With theking of
ts lead

before
A editors
scooped.”

Coward Cycle Extended ., .40,

: i jem chron-
To Five Weeks in Chi<m chron-

CHICAGO, Feb. 12.—Continwufetti.” Ina
business and the heavy advapenport (Ia.)
demand extended the originallyuse NBC is
week run of Noel Coward’s Mnable to use
8:30 to five weeks at the Hapage.” Tom
of the patrons have been k (Ia.) Times,
entire cycle of nine plays. eets_for their

Surprisingly good trade is:ewMiggi (1‘\:/}?.’
tered at the Grand Opera T, "5y yingi-
the Abbey Theater Players, Wgerage.business

conies dolng capacity night . Jnanner as
-ke.”

S. F. Tourist Crop

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb.
were 4 per cent fewer tou.—During the
Francisco last year than I stories result-
fornians, Inc., reports. Ccadio editors’ an-
tourist business is the rezl Press Depart-
the poor “crop’” of visitorss r. Next week's
hotel strike is another reas(.;.s in greater
as the cause for the decline.‘or relation-

Californians, Inc, has a
plans for increased advertising,
output of literature and increa :
eral activity to bring more tourlthsevagéct’gg
than ever in 1938. San Francisc {pated the
st revenue amounts to $71,004y,¢ x’nark,

Year id not an-

“Broadwalk Asylum” Clybits

NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 12.—The .’ut a 95
Federal Theater Project again clicks V:_y this
an extra week’s extension of its la{vbvllcity
vehicle, The Mystery of Broadwalk AWhich
lum. The play is an original one, Wr, .4
ten by a California psychiatrist, and fe thesé
tured parts are played by Vernon Powe. ., ;.
Maude Hollingsworth, Hugh Beaumol,,qiq

and Philomene Offer. this
rom
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Releases’ Value -

Program news—guest star appearances,
new shows, time changes, etc—is the
chief value ot network releases, accord-
ing to the editors. A total of 51 radio
editors gave this as the reason they
found network releases of value. Ten
editors sald that chain copy was of no
value, and of these four used no radio
publicity material.

Questions No. 6 apd 7 are closely
related to the value of network releases.
Obviously, if the blurbs were of no value
there should be countless suggestions for
bettering the services. As has been
shown, there is a considerable demand
for greater speed both in delfvery of
program news and program lists. Another
important element was the demand of 15
editors that stories be briefer, which
brought with it many editors’ suggestions
that “more newspaper-trained writers
be employed in press departments.” To
a large degree, networks and agencies
follow this policy. Agencles mostly get
their staffs from networks, and the latter
usually hiring ex-newspaper men. It
must be that city room training flies out
the window when press agentry walks in.

Altho only nine editors said they
thought copy should be more localized,
this is an important consideration, es-
pecially in view of the abysmally weak
showing made by local stations. It is
s£rue that the problem of such procedure
presents many difficulties, but the end is
worth finding the means. CBS has taken
one step which drew compliments from
editors, in its system of excluslve re-
leases for various cities, a departure NBC
does not make. The plea for more
human interest appears to be of worth-
while proportions also. Under the
present network svstems of operations
little contact Is maintained by press de-
partments with performers, which may
be a factor in accounting for the lack
of human interest and gossip copy from
networks, CBS has not had such a con-
‘tact man since Bob Taplinger left, but it
is interesting to point out that this chain
added 2 man in its New York office for
Just such performer contact. His name is
Al Meltzer.

Stations Weak

Publicity, to many radio stations, ap=-
pears to be something that’s nice to get,
helpful to business, but not worth go-
ing after. It is fairly obvious that few
local stations maintain anything near a
first-class press department. Few of
them, in the true sense of the word, have
a press department, leaving it to the
manager, program director or Joe
Federber to send out press releases on
alternate Thursdays, Sixty-nine editors
put a definite emphasis on the failure
of the stations to handle press properly,
against 49 who okehed the station's ef-
forts. Richard M. Greenwood, La Fayette
(Ind.) Journal-Courier, stated, *“Gen-
erally independent stations have inade-
quately trained publicity agents who
could not or don't take the time . . .”
Greenwood adds that local talent suffers
from this condition. James Shipley,
Birmingham (Ala.) Post, said, *“Local
stations do not seem to realize that plugs
\in local papers could help them.” An
editor in San Prancisco said, *“The wail
3 ‘no money.’ Then they wonder why
ey didn’t get as good a break. Of
ourse, they haven’t as much to publicize
1s the chains) but a bit of ingenuity

GLEANED BY MEMBERS OF TH'1d imagination could turn up a lot of

For RADIO

BETTY WILLIAMS—Ilyric soprano
now at the Half Moon Hotel, Coney
Island, N. Y. Smooth fluid volice
that has a wide range—about four oc-

FO" FILN}'_‘hey try to fll the

1terial.”

The purpose of this department is to benefaul Kennedy, of The Cincinnati Post,
others concerncd with the exploitation of talent in“e
Billboard’s coverage of every branch of the show ts, “They’re used primarily as hand-

SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC “POSSIbeople. Most of them can’t possibly
IN CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE BILL.

voice and plAltOn Cook Asks

good bet for ra.

regarding local station press

RK, Feb. 12.—Alton Cook,
York World-Telegram,
“Press agents are

ertain editors, but

taves—and surprisingly strong lower
Comes over the mike well,
Handles semi-classics, operetta
tunes and pops—all very well.

register.

too.

SARITA HERRERA—South Ameri-
can singer, now at the Club Yumuri,
New York. A petite and very attrac-
tive brunet, with smooth expressive

DAN WICKENDEN—yecial sort of copy
whose first novel was redcis my standing
lished and who has also 1
the better mags. Receptia.’s, the answer
novel was quite good and mok is regarded
as a sensitive and intellige toughest New
master craftsman and &. Secondly, they
dialog. Should be ablthe big name acts
work for films. -and few of them

that category.

help you if they stumble onto a tip;
most of them haven't the confidence of
the brass hats. Few of them hunch up
good feature ideas, and when they do
they usually feel so glowed up about it
they pass it around to every paper in
town. A great number of them are
underpaid and discouraged about it all,
and in many instances have two or
three other jobs around the station. A
great number of them haven’t had news-
paper training and can’t recognize a story
when they see it and can’t write it when
they get it. I have no personal animosity
toward press agents of any kind, but the
local stations would do better with good
press relations people who enjoy the con-
fidence of the boss and to whom you
could go when a story breaks.”

Duplication

Duplication has been an item of joint
tailure in radio publicity for years.
Editors have been beefed about it with-
out any progress being made. But that
99 editors stated duplication was omni-
present is convincing evidence of an
enormous waste of money, time and
energy. Just why it should be so diffi-
cult for agencies and networks, the chief
offenders, 1s obviously a puzzle to the
editors. Why agency and chain press de-
partments cannot co-operate on these
stories, withh one source to handle a
specifiic story, mystifies the boys. From
the standpoint of actual effect on pub-
lished news this duplication is not im-
portant, undoubtedly one of the reasons
no remedial steps have been taken.

Rough on P. As™ ~

NEW YORK, Feb. 12, — Ulmer
Turner, Chicago (I1l.) Herald and
Examiner, is probably the toughest

of the tough as far as press agents
go. Turner wrote he has a sign on
his door explaining “No interviews
with press agents at any time. Sorry.”

Turner believes radio press agentry
is in a “poor state.”

Coercion

In asking the editors whether adver-
tisers used coercion they were told no
direct quotes would be published in The
Billboard. Some of the answers as a re-
sult were rather amusing, altho the re-
sult of the poll shows a large majority
of editors had no trouble on this score,
79 voting this way. Under the yes h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>