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Club Bookers Sock Benefits;
Cops Can’t Shanghai Talent

NEW YORK, May 21.—Local private
entertainment bookers, thru their or-
ganization, the Entertainment Managers’
Association, will undertake an investi-
gation of local benefit shows within next
few weeks. Check system will be per-
manent, Frederic Watson, secretary, ex-
plained, to keep down number of such
shows, which have been making great
inroads on booking business.

Plan - being mulled would establish
standards for what constitutes a legiti-
mate benefit, and a presiding commit-
tee to pass on every application which
affects members of EMA. OncCe ma-
chinery is in order, organization would
require constituents to get okeh from
association even before submitting re-
quest to Theater Authority for clearance.
Even if TA yielded and allowed the

“Buys” Absent
In LNYT Code

Discovery of glaring ‘over-
sight’ may nnllify League-
Equity agreement

]

NEW YORK, May 21.—A glaring “over=-
sight” has been discovered in the code of
regulations which the League of New
York Theaters will use as a springboard
for a hasic agreement with Actors’
Equity that may virtually nullify the
entire proposition.

The most important feature of the
code. “buys” — prohibited in the
producers’ agreement — is conspicuously
absent in the ticket brokers’' “declara-
tion of co-operation.”

Brock Pemberton, who has been in-
strumental-in bringing the basic agree-
ment move about and believed to have
participated in drafting the plan, which
has already been approved by the mem-
bership of the league, asserted, “if the
clause hasn’t been included, it’s merely
an oversight.”

Since the “buys” is an integral part
of the speculation evil that Equity is
anxious to stamp out, even being willing
to tie itself down for a year with the
league if enough producers will co-
operate, it is considered extremely un-
likely that Equity will put the okeh on
the code in the absence of restraining
brokers from ‘buys.”

While 26 producer members of the

(See “BUYS” ABSENT on page 30)

benefit, an EMA manager would not be
able to go thru with the job if EMA’s
verdict did mnot coincide with Alan
Corelli’s.

Association plans to enforce stipula-
tion which would call for a stand-in
show at every approved benefit which
has a box-office intake. Genuine char-
ity affairs where there is no admission
charge would be exempt. The associa-

(See CLUB BOOKERS on page 17)

Attorneys for Hagenbeck-Wallace

And AFA Have

Billposters and billers’

Cases Prepared

]
union drawn into fracas ——

Abernathy promises co-operation in towns where billers
are non-union if AFA calls out its performer members

®

PITTSBURGH, May 21.—Attorneys John Frankel for American Federation c_)r
Actors and Charles Prichard for Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus today prepared their
cases for June 7, when writs are returnable in the cxty for the suit in trespass filed

by the circus against the union and for “kidnaping”
against Howard Bary and other H-W officials.

charges filed by the union
While Prichard branded AFA

Organizer Guy Magley’s abduction claims as AFA attempts to bludgeon ‘“honest
business men into contract terms that might ruin their season,” and while Frankel

W ashington, Bloomer for Defunct

McCoy

WASHINGTON, May 21.—The Ringling-
Barnum show caught Washington in a
spending mood and experienced capacity
crowds for all three days here. Beginning
Monday (16) thru Wednesday night, the
show had people crowding toward the
ticket wagons and on Tuesday night an
estimated 2,000 persons were turned away
at least a half hour before the perform-
ance.

An unbelievable contrast was afforded
between the patronage given to the circus
and that given to the McCoy show only
two weeks before. Circus fans could not
believe it was the same town, but several
items could be accounted for in order to
explain the difference. The McCoy show
played Washington on a pay day, but it
was the first of the month when every-

Broadway Goes

Wild West, Goes Strong
For the Ringling-

Barnum (ircus

body was paying rents or creditors, while
two weeks later on another pay day R-B
found the city with money in its pockets,
Proper billing, a well-planned advance,
several features to attract an audience
had their inevitable effect of filling the
seats o capacity. At several perform-
ances spectators were seated on straw.
Threats of labor trouble in Washington
did not materialize but among the labor-
ers there was considerable talk about
pulling a strike on the last night because
it was said the show had refused to give
a “bonus” which was to be pdid at the
end of the season. The employees in-
sisted that the “bonus” was a hold-back
on salary which was due at the end of the
season, but the management contended

(See WASHINGTON on page 78)

Politically

Musical With Cabaret TAC

with a purpose, the latest form of cab-

NEW YORK, May 21.—Night clubbingsinging with social significance. And
it’'s all for the Cause.
The Cause is financial support to

aret entertainment to invade the amuse-
ment belt and at the same time add to
the “political education” of Broadway,
is fast becoming a local divertisement
that has heretofore been known only to
other continents.

Cabaret TAC, dispensing political sat-
ire for the amusement of its adherents,
Is sponsored by the Theater Arts Com-
mittee, whose first initials compose the
name L)f the political cabaret. Holding
wezkly sessions at the American Music
Hall to a house that’s jammed to capac-
ity, Broadway and Hollywood stars par-
ticipate in skits, songs and dances that
rib the columnists, damn the dictators,
kid the movies and engage in community

FTP Drops Theater as Shows
Stagger; Managers Jubilant

NEW YORK, May 21.—Final cancella-
tion notice, effective June 17, dropping
the St. James Theater from list of Fed-
eral Theater houses, went out from ad-
ministrator Paul Edwards’ office earlier
this week. Trojan Incident had been
booked here since April 13 and is clos-
ing tonight because of poor box-office
returns. Commercial producers who
fussed over invasion of government
drama in Times Square district look up-
on exodus as their own victory.

‘Substitute for the turkey on FTP pro-
gram was to have been G. B. Shaw's On
the Rocks, at the Daly Theater, begin-
ning week of May 23. Officials opined
today, however, that the play is on the
rocks and that it will not open next
week and probably not this season, be-
cause George Kondolf, director, is still
dissatisfied with rehearsals. Show is
having considerable trouble getting ac-
tors to fit the roles. Changes and shifts

(See FTP DROPS on page 30)

Spanish Loyalist babies and similar as-
sistance to China for medical supplies.
These Monday gatherings, comprised
mainly of Broadway folk, are estimated
to net $500 each. Expenses are small,
as talent is donated and the hall is also
gratls, with a cut on the liquor receipts.

Experiment, which started two weeks

(See BROADWAY GOES on page 30)

Sale and Serving
Of Drinks, Food
Regulated in Kansas

TOPEKA, Kan., May 21.—Kansas State
Board of Health this week issued sev-
eral regulations to govern the sale and
serving of drinks and food by carnivals
and amusement companies playing Kan-
sas territory.

Concerning the regulation governing
the sale of soff drinks, brewed malted
drinks and similar concoctions the board
resolved that all mixed soft drinks,
brewed malt beverages or similar concoc-
tions, whether carbonated or wuncar-
bonated, may be sold or offered for sale
at fairs and carnivals only if they are
displayed in the original sealed con-
tainers. These containers must be
sterilized, cleaned, filled and sealed in

(See SALE AND SERVING on page 78)

declared himself ready to “do plenty,”
President Leo Abernathy of the Inter-
national Alliance of Billposters, Billers
and Distributors was also drawn into
the union-circus fracas when President
Ralph Whitehead of the AFA requested
by letter that the IABBD co-operate
with the AFA by drawing its members
out on strike if the show persisted in a
non-union policy. Caught between the
appeal of the AFL affiliate whose cause
he pleads as president of Pittsburgh
Central Labor Union and the stand of
the show that employs his own union’s
members, Abernathy Informed White-
head that IABBD will co-operate in
towns on route where billers are non-
union if the AFA calls out its members
entertaining in those towns.

If Abernathy’s reciprocity policy is
acceded to by Whitehead the way will
be opened for general sympathetic walk-
outs In various unionized branches of
show business, Including musicians,
teamsters, production crews and front-
of-house men. Such a web of union
pressure on employers is viewed by some
advocates as the only way to secure a
closed union shop, but is considered by
opposition among union members as too
comprehensive a plan to be practical and
by opposition employers as akin to union
dictatorship of entertainment business.
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Showfolk Spend Hefty Jack To
Send Off Good-Luck Telegrams

Also used plenty by insurance agents, delicatessens, etc.,

to drum up trade—legit

openings draw most wires,

with night spots, orks next—blue stuff out
3}
By SOL ZATT

NEW YORK, May 21.—You may not have realized it before, but the half-
dollars you've been spending on telegrams wishing your friends success on their
openings—or your enemies, hoping they would lay an egg—have enriched the tele-

graph companies to the tune of hundreds of thousands of dollars.

possess to a terrific extent this quirk—of

Show people
well-wishers, not so well-wishers, enemies

and ax-grinders—to send felicitations, congratulations, derogations and ingratia-
tions to stars, producers, casts and friends. More than $35,000 has been extracted

from the local theatrical and night club
fraternity in this traffic this season. On
a national scale the sums of money ex-
pended for this purpose reach staggering
figures.

The bulk of the trade, for anyone who
may own a bit of stock, is transmitted
over the Western Union wires. Postal
Telegraph comes in for only a slight
share of the gravy, having grossed but
$5,000 in it last season.

For the sake of statistics, the theater—
actors, producers and casts—receives
rmore good-luck messages per season than
the night clubs and orchestra leaders.
r'd Rather Be Right drew more than
1,000 telegrams of assorted nature, while
Hooray for What gatrnered 500.

Greeting senders along Broadway do
not include only show people. Enter-
prising tradesmen in the vicinity of a
new show employ this technique as a
means of cornering a cast’s pants-press-
ing or delicatessen trade.

The cast of one hit show this season
received a telegram on its opening that
read: “Goldblank’s delicatessen store, on
the corner, where the theater crowd meet
and eat our delicious club sandwiches
at 50 cents each, wishes the cast success
and hopes your .show is a hit.”” That
message cost the sender 70 cents.

Insurance men, too, are congenital
well-wishers with 2 purpose, the argu-
ment being if the show gets good reviews

. “what about your wife and Kkids,
don’t they deserve a little protection?
After all, you don’t have a hit every day,
so why not take advantage of a small
annuity policy? . . .”

The regular run of Broadwayites who
can afford to indulge in this luxury are,
for the most part, an articulate lot who
can express themselves in a manner suit-
able to the occasion. In fact, many a
clerk has worked up the indignation of
customers by censoring certain remarks.
The blue pencil is used quite frequently
when a clerk senses the double meaning
of a wire.

For the inarticulate, tho, ample allow-
ance has been made. As in the case of
the stuttering kid who doesn’t know
what to say in a birthday greeting to his
girl, stereotyped messages have been pro-
vided that can be sent in toto for a quar-
ter. The acting gentry, however, tries
to steer clear of the manufactured greet-
ing.

Showmen, too, employ the “impressive”
method of attracting attention. Billy
Rose recently exploited Western Union’s
low rate on job lots. Several days before
the opening of Casa Manana last Janu-
ary the Little Caesar of showdom sent
4,600 telegrams to a select list informing
them of the opening. Not the conven-
tional telegram; printed on the blank
were photographs of all the headliners
in the show, from the pint-sized im-
presario to one of Captain Proske’s tigers.
This stupendous stunt cost the un-
stupendous sum of $460.

Press agents, too, send gag wires in
the cause of the ‘“unusual.” When the
Paradise installed a new floor show, In-

stead of sending the usual invitations to
night club editors, the praise mission-
aries went to town with wires pleading,
“Paradise premiere Sunday night without
So-and-So and his gang like duck with-
out water, Damon without Pythias, Lindy
without herring, so come on over, you
fascinating person.” This, of course, is
designed to flatter the editor no end.
Some take it literally and bring ‘“their
gang,” which causes a hemorrhage or
two as the waiters try to find room.
Band leaders get a great inany re-
quests by wire to play certain songs over

(See CONGRATULATIONS on page 15)

Troupers’ Club Elects

NEW YORK, May 21.—Al Strachan be-
came new president of the Troupers’
Club following election of new officers

for one-year terms at regular May 15
meeting. Others on the winning ticket
are Rex Owen, vice-president; Louis J.
Thomas and Charles C. Nickle, financial
secretaries; George Geinger O’Neill and
Harry B. McGrane, treasurers; Ernie Trace
and Harry Alexander, recording secre-
taries, and Barney Carsten, sergeant at
arms.
into office: Ben Beerwald, E. J. Hansen,
Fred LeVarge, J. Buddy Kennedy, Al
Glardon and Hugh Zinn.

Following directors were voted-

RAT

TONS

Everything Goes!

CHICAGO, May 21.—Smaller cafes
on North Clark and South State
streets that use barkers to attract
pedestrians are now using & new
catchline which they instruct their

mouthpieces to let loose in one
breath:
“Beer 5 cents a glass. Show now

on and everything must come off.”

Chi Music Union

Spon’sors Concerts

CHICAGO, May 21.—Chicago Musicians’
Union is again bringing prominent re-
citalists and singers to a series of band
concerts scheduled for the city’s parks
during the summer. Set-up has the park
board paying cost of musiclans compris-
ing the symphony orchestras, with the
union engaging special guest talent. Al-
ready set are Gladys Swarthout, Efrem
Zimbalist, Tito Schipa and Walter Giese-
king.

Season opens July 1 with the Civic
Opera Symphony Orchestra at Grant Park.
Concerts will be nightly events here, with
the other parks, Jackson, Garfield and
Lincoln, offering music only Sundays and
Pridays. Grant Park band has 75 mu-
sicians, others 50 each., City is also
sponsoring a 36-piece aggregation start-
ing July 1 at Navy Pier.

Jacy Collier Again
Booking Salisbury Spot

BOSTON, May 21.—The Frolics Club,
Salisbury, Mass., eyed by all Hub book-
ers, will be booked by Miss Jacy Collier,
of the George A. Hamid local office, for
the second successive year.

Spot opens its second season May 27.

Floor shows will follow production
lines as last year, with Lee Steele again
producer. Four acts and an emsee. Karl
Rohde’s Ork is back this season.

Dennis F. Mulcahy manages. Manage-
ment will inject a freak attraction this
year, probably a fish-bowl set-up.

2
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For FILMS

DOROTHY LEWIS—one of the fea-
tured skater-entertainers now at the
Tnternational Casino, New York. One
of the prettiest and cutest gals in the
iceshow, with the sort of ingratiating
personality that gets an audience from
the start. Should be worth a film test
on looks and personality alone—and
after all, a rival to Sonja Henie
wouldn’t do any harm.

MARIAN RATE—young legit actress
who appeared recently in a Theater
Council audition in one of the leads
of Tchekov’s Three Sisters. Carried a
difficult part very ably, displaying
sensitivity, grasp of character and

The purpose of this department is to benefit producers, bookers, agents and
others concerned with the exploitation of talent in the major indoor fields thru The
Billboard’s coverage of every branch of the show business.

SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC “POSSIBILITIES” MAY ADDRESS THEM
IN CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY.

knowledge of effect. Also, she’s an
unusual looking and immensely at-
tractive lass who ought to screen
beautifully.

e

For RECORDING

SLIM AND SLAM — two colored
youths each playing string bass and
guitar, and throwing in a bit of sing-
ing. Were guests at the Enoch Light
opening at the Hotel Taft, New York,
last week, and are now on WNEW.
Go to town with catchy vocal and
musical swing. Beat out the rhythm
in truly infectious Style, and rate a
crack at recordings and also as fea-
tures with a swing band.

© Accepted

Protest School Aud
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., May 21.—A
protest against the renting of the city
high-school auditorium to stage, con-
cert and other attractions in competi-
tion with and at a lower rate than Chat-
tanooga’s Memorial Auditorium has been
filed with the city commission by mem-
bers of the auditorium board. .
A number of lecturers, singers an
concert performers have appeared at the

Acts Win Fight
On L. A. House;

Agency on Spot

LOS ANGELES, May 21.—Dispute be-
tween American Federation of Actors
and the Million-Dollar Theater here has
been practically settled. With AFA
shooting the works, it took but three
days to convince the Al Wager Agency,
which books the Million-Dollar, that it
couldn’t operate witlh their acts drop-
ping from dates right and left. When
the Wager office was placed on the AFA’s
unfair list there was a deluge of phone
calls canceling bookings, according to
AFA. One member alone canceled five
club dates in order to back up AFA.

With Wager expected to sign, AFA
officials are assured of a 100 per cent
closed shop in Southern California so
far as agencies are concerned. AFA
claims a certain faction of agents held
back from signing pending outcome of
the Million-Dollar dispute. However,
with Wager practically in the fold AFA
feels the remaining agencies will sign
some time this week, putting .. A. on &
par with S. F. as a closed-shop territory.

With three acts walking off last week’s
bill at the Million-Dollar, there was no
doubt as to AFA’s strength here. Acts
which refused to work were Shriner
Twins and Meary, Tommy Tucker and
Kenneth Milton.

So far only AFA member to suffer is
Charlie Crafts, emsee, according to
AFA. AFA claims to have wired Crafts
to walk out on the Million-Dollar but
says he refused. AFA then contacted
the Screen Actors’ Guild, of which Crafts
is a member, and it is alleged. SAG in-
formed him he would be dropped unless
he complied with the AFA request.

Just where AFPA will strike next has
not been determined.

Actors’ Fund Re-Elects

NEW YORK, May 21.—Daniel Froh-
man was re-elected president of Actors’
Fund of America at organization’s 56th
annual meeting last Friday. Other re-
elections included Walter Vincent, first
vice-president; Major Bernard A.
Reinold, second vice-president; Sam A.
Scribner, treasurer, and Robert Camp-
bell, secretary. Treasurer reported that
$67,540 bequests were added to the fund
in the fiscal year ending April 30. Total
receipts for the year were $185,5653.30
against $124,890.75 expenditures.

FRANK BUCK
(This Week’s Cover Subject)

RANK BUCK was born in Gainesville, Tex.

When old enough to walk he began
catching all the little animals he could get
his hands on. When 9 years old he opened
a backyard circus and started collecting
copperheads, rattlesnakes and coyotes. His
first animal commercial venture was shipping
live rattlesnakes to Rochester, N. Y.

When 17 he ran away from home, going to
Chicago, where he obtained work at $8 a
weck with ]. J. Murdock, vaudeville magnate.

Frank’s first collecting expedition was to
South America, bringing back birds. Follow-
ing this he made many expeditions to Asia
and in his animal cargoes for zoos and cir-
cuses were numerous animals, birds and
reptiles never before seen in America.

In 1932 he startled the world with his
motion picture “Bring 'Em Back Alive,” fol-
lowed by other outstanding animal pictures.
Has written books and is A steady contributor
to magazines.

At the 1934 Chicago World's Fair he had
Frank Buck’s Jungle Camp, one of the amuse-
ment zone’s outstanding successes. This sea=
son he is the feature of Ringling Bros.»
Barnum & Bailey Circus.

Buck’s American Wild Anima! Headquarters
and Jungle Camp at Amityville, Long Island,
have become of national interest and are one
of . the outstanding attractions of New York
State,

school auditorium during the p\a,st

season.
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By CEORGE SPELVIN

RVING MILLS and the Mrs. are motoring in from California—but it won't be until they

get home next week that they'll find out that their son, Richie, professional manager of
Exclusive Music, is an expectant papa. . . . Credit Billy Glason with a nifty; on entering the
Bond Building Billy remarked, “I’'m helding five ‘No’s’ from agents, and I'm going up to
okeh them.”

Vienna is rapidly getting itself verboten in amusement circles, with plenty of
waltz and Continental bands changing their billing from Viennese to Continental
or Gypsy. The angle, of course, is to avoid references to Vienna or Austria for fear
of ofiending politically minded patrons. Also, many night clubs and hotel rooms
sporting Viennese decorations or featuring the so-called Viennese style of enter-
tainment ore hurriedly changing their ad copy to “Gypsy entertainment.”

WHY TRADE PAPER EDITORS GO NUTS: “Dear Sir: I would like to buy a
mule or donkey to use in our club. A new or used one will do. If you have any
please send me a catalog. If you don’t have any I would appreciate if you could
tell me where I can get a hold of one. Thank you.” It came from a gentleman in
Dayton, O, and ever since its receipt Mr, Spelvin has lbeen resisting suggestions
that he try to sell himself. But the Dayton gentleman probably wouldn’t want one
that’s been used quite as much as all that.

4 Greek who’s a native of Asin Minor, Evangelos Tsamourtzis, makes his Town
Hall debut Wednesday demonstrating the new Polychord, which took five years to
develop. Patented ‘thruout the world, it's a new harplike instrument that’s
played with the fingers of both hands. It has 117 sirings, no less, stretched along
the vertical surface of two upright wings that jorm a V, with a dihedral angle of
30 degrees, and corresponding to about six octqves. A sound boz i placed in the
opening angle formed by the two wings, the instrument has three pedals, and
it’s not nearly so complicated as it sounds in print. It’s supposed to be a higher
development of the harp, giving richer tones, eliminating confusion in tones,
and enabling the creation of mew tone combinations.

TO KEEP THE RECORDS STRAIGHT: The Pittsburgh Courier, Negro weekly,
recently showed a picture of a “bevy of Harlem browns” turhing out to bid fare-
well to Ruth Ellington, Duke's sister, sailing to Paris last week. All of which
must have made Sarah Abrams, secretary to Irving Mills, turn multi-hued—for
Miss Abrams, caught by the camera, is white. . . . The Times dramatic department
evidently doesn’t go in much for Lewis Carroll, author of Alice in Wonderland,
for in reporting a forthcoming dance revue by John Martin, séheduled by the Play
Room Club, the title was given as Gimbling in the Wave. Anyone who knows
Jabberwocky, the nonsense verse in Alice, also knows that an over-zealous proof-
reader must have changed it from the original, which would be Gimbling in the
Wabe. For the information of The Times, the first “word” has nothing to do with
department stores. . . . On May 17 the redoubtable Ward Morehouse, of The Sun,
reported Elissa Landi as leading woman for the forthcoming season at Elitch
Gardens, Denver; but Miss Landi withdrew from the assignment weeks ago, and
Miss Rose Hobart has, for some time, had the contract. . . . Also, Mr. Morehouse in
the same issue should have read copy on the list of 10 best performances of all
times submitted by Dudley Digges. Mr. Digges listed Lynn Fontanne in Elizabeth
and Esser. The name of the show was Elizabeth the Queen.

Ye Eate Sﬁopﬂe on Eighth avenue must have hired a high-pressure word-slinger to write
its menus; among the dishes listed are “zesty shrimp salad;” “cold, glowing Virginia ham"’;
“cool, pale tuna fish salad” and “lusty crabmeat salad.” . . . What, no chubby, seductive
gefuelte fish? . . . . Continental Features Service is syndicating a photo layout by Murray
Korman on the “15 most beautiful girls.” . . . . P, a. Sid Heller has planted a page layout
in Pic plugging the lower East Side spots, called “Night Life Under the L,” and a Sunday
News layouf on booking the summer resorts,

Al Wilde, doing the advance work for Chick Webb’s appearance in Boston last
week, thought it would be a cute idea to distribute baby chicks arcund the Hub
newspaper offices and also release some on Boston Commons. The idea worket—
too well. Ever since he got back to town he's been receiving mail asking him
how to take care of baby chicks. P. S.: Al hasn’t the faintest ided.

PROGRESS DEPT.: The view from the 62d floor of Rockefeller Center proved
to be much more popular than the television demonstration held there last Tues-
day. After a showing of The Case of the Mysterious Mummy, dramatic presen-
tation via television, for the benefit of the press, newspaper men were invited into
the next room to examine the equipment that had made the scientific marvel
possible, But, instead of becoming awe-stricken at the sight of the gadgets, the
boys and girls moved toward the windows (curiosity!) and gasped with delight at
the scenic wonders unfolded below. The Mummy, incidentally, if it were exhibited
on the screen, would certainly be a B picture—which indicates that when television
is installed in the home you can expect to see double features, Television re-
hearsals, by the way, also use stand-ins, according to officials—only in this case
the stand-in is a specially constructed dummy who is known by the fitting enough
name of Patience.

Dan Walker, in his May 18 column, was a bit puzzled over the origin of a “song”
vendered last Monday at the political Cabaret TAC, with words supposedly c¢ribbed from
Abraham Lincoln. It runs, in part, “This country with its institutions belongs to the people
who live in it. Whenever they grow weary of the existing government they can exercise
their constitutional right of amending it or the revolutionary right to dismember or overthrow
it.” Walker reports that even the composer of the music to which it was set, the sponsotrs of
the TAC and the Lincoln Brigade itself are a big vague as to the origin of this startlingly
radical quotation, thinking it may be in the Gettysburg Address or the Springfield speech.
But whether Lincoln wrote it or nof, it's simply a paraphrase of part of the second para-
graph of the Declaration of Independence.

5 LIFETIME PROTECTION FOR HOSE AGAINST SNAGS AND RUNS.
NO-RUNS protects silk and rayon Hoslery, Lingerle, and Knltted Goods,
for the llfe of the garment, with only one treatment,
NO-RUNS sterilizes—Makes any dye fast—prevents sags and wrinkles In
hose—-strengthens and Increases life and adds elastlcity, é
NO-RUNS prevents water spots and even mud splash—and glves dull-tone 1
beauty to shiny material—will not injure most delicate skin, +
Send Twenty-Five Cents for Regular Package, Postpaid.
“‘ONE DIP. THEN NEVER A RIP.” Distrlbutors: Write for QOpen Terrltory,
NO-RUNS SALES CORPORATIGN,
16145 Woodward Avenue,

DETROIT, MICH.

Waring, Lewis, Heidt Top
Band Grosses at Pitt Spot

Duchin, Weems, Lopez, Olsen, Jimmy Dorsey and Good-
man follow in b.-o. tabulation—Judy Garland heaviest
grosser at Pitt Stanley—pix don’t affect draw much

]

PITTSBURGH, May 21 —Fred Waring, Ted Lewis and Horace Heldt were one-
two-three as band box-office attractions at Stanley Theater the past year, com-
parison of cash reports at city’s lone vaude house reveals. Top grosser of all
attractions was Judy Garland, whose personal appearance drew $32,400. Best
single register-ringers after her were the Three Stooges and Pinky Tomlin.
Pushing Heidt for third money honors in the band bracket was Eddy Ducl’;m,
whose $27,500 week was $2,300 behind Waring and $500 lower than Heidt. Behind

them, about even, were Weems, Lopez,
Olsen, Jimmy Dorsey and Goodman,

Attempted valuation of b.-o. power of
flesh against films in house which gets
second choice of first-run films thru
agreement with Loew’s Penn revealed
that, in some cases, strong movie pulled
up acts that threatened to lay an egg.
Likewise, occasionally punk picture hin-
dered pull of stage show.

But in general, caliber of acts de-
termined dollar draw, discounting occa=«
sional streaks of inclement weather and
holidays which helped or hindered take.

Warner booking offices varied formula
during year, using name bands when
possible, occasionally throwing in a Hol-
lywood featured player touring the pro-
vinces, a radlo network show or some
Manhattan nitery vaude.

Where band wasn’t co-billed with in-
dividual acts, Dave Broudy’s pit orches-
tra usually doubled as stage music crew.
Except In weeks where high-fee bands,
such as Goodman or Heldt, furnished
whole bill, usual hour-long variety in-
cluded at least two singles plus orches-
tra.

Crest of prosperity wave was reached
during midwinter, when any week un-
der $20,000 was considered stinko. Last
10 weeks anything reaching $20,000
would be rated ace high. None have hit
the 20-grand mark since February.

Best general draws were acts or bands
with radio-made reputation; most fre-
guent visitor was Major Bowes, who sent
in four units.

Complete box-office record for past
50 weeks, including business on Sunday,
when stage shows are banned by State
law, follows. In each case acts men-
tioned were billed as features.

List works backward, latest returns
listed first. .

Cab Calloway’s Orchestra, First 100
Years, $13,000. Jessel-Talmadge radio
unit, Women Are Like That, $14,000.
Allan Jones, Sheila Barrett, Fools for
Scandal, $18,000. Jackie Cooper, Major
Bowes unit, Over the Wall, $19,000 Holy
Week. Happy Felton’s Band, Larry
Crabbe, Merrily We Live, $14,000. Tom-
my Dorsey’s Orchestra, Wise Girl, $19,-
500. Clyde McCoy, Hal LeRoy, Slight
Case of Murder, $17,000. Jimmy I.unce-
ford, Gold Is Where You Find It, $18,750.
Barney Rapp, Billy Gilbert, Every Day’s
« Holiday, $13,750.

Judy Garland, Paradise for Three,
$32,400. Tim and Irene, Lee Dixon, Ra-
dio City Revels, $24,000. Duke Blling-
ion, True Confession, $20,600. Pinky
Tomlin, Man Proof, $26,000. Ted Weems,

Swing Your Lady, $25,500. Hal Kemp,
Thorobreds Don’t Cry, $23,7700. Three
Stooges, Stephen Fetchit, Brimstone,

$29,000. Mary Brian, Stand-In, $19,700.
Major Bowes show, Ebblide, $24,000 {in-
cludes New TYear’s Eve). Red Norvo,
Mildred Bailey, 4ngel, $12,000 (pre-Xmas
week). Henry Busse, First Lady, $15,000.
Vincent Lopez, Submarine, $26,000,
Ted Lewis, Live, Love and Learn, $29,-
200 (includes 'I‘hanksgiving}. Fred
Waring, Breakfast jor Two, $29,800. Don
Bestor; Alcatraz, $24,000. Bunny Beri-
gan, Jackie Heller, Perféct Specimen,
$21,000. Block and Sully, Johnny Per=
kins, Vogues of *38, $20,000. Phil Spital-
ny, Make o Wish, $22,000, Xavier Cugat,

(See WARING, LEWIS on page 8)

Suffern Alien Okehed

NEW YORK, May 20. — Abraham
Sofaer will appear with Helen Hayes in
The Merchant of Venice this summer at
the County Playhouse, Suffern, N. Y.
Because he is a foreign actor, special
permission was sought and granted from
Equity Council.

Another “Vietoria” Click

SAN FRANCISCO, May 21.—A capacity
audience greeted Helen Hayes' Victoria
Regina, which opened a three-week run
at the Curran Monday night. Advance
sales indicate a sellout at all perform-
ances. Show goes to Los Angeles at close
of engagement here,

WHAT AN IMPROVEMENT

Meigbelline

DOES MAKE/

Eyes framed by long, dark, luxuriant

lashes—twin pools of loveliness] They
are yours instantly and easily with
Maybelline Mascara, either Solid or
Cream form. Here is the very essence
of romantic charm.

Maybelline is harmless, tear-proof,
non-smarting. Not waxy. beady or
gummy. Applies simply, smoothly. gives
a nalural appearance. Tends to make
lashes curl, More than ten million
beauty-wise women from Paris to Holly-
wood use Maybelline regularly. 75¢
everywhere. Black, Brown or Blue,

Use the smooth Maybelline Eyebrow
Pencil and creamy Maybelline Eye
Shadow in flattering shades that harmo-
nize with the mascara. Generous intro-
ductory sizes of all Maybelline Eye
Beauty Aids obtainable at 10c stores.

TODAY —discover this thrill- =
ing way to lovelier, more enchant-
ing beauty —with Maybelline— \&
the eye make-up in good tastel

NTARIO HOTEL

Well-Known Theatrical House
$1.00 Up Daily
$5.00 Up Weekly

620 No. State St., Chicago,

HOTEL RALEIGH

Where You Can Sleep Anyltme—DAY OR NIGHT
648 NO. DEARBORN ST., OHI0AQO.

%}n le _Rooms, $5.00—Double, $7.00 per Waek.
Headquarters. -5 ute walk \ to 0p.
Theatrioal Booking Ageucies located in hotal.

STOCK TICKETS
ONE ROLL....$ .50
FIVE ROLLS... 2.00
TEN ROLLS... 3.50
FIFTY ROLLS. 15.00
100 ROLLS ... 29.00
ROLLS 2,900 EACH.
Double Coupons,
Double Price.
Ne €. 0. D. Ordenn
Size: Single Tick,, Tx2'°,

2

STANDS FOR
PROMPTNESS AND ACCURACY

THE TOTLEDO TICKET CO.

OLEDO, OHIO;

SPECIAL
PRINTED

Rolt or Machine.

% 10,000 ..$ 6.95
30,000 .. 9.85

50,000 .. 12.75

100,000.... 20.00

1,000,000 .. 150.50

Double Coupons,
Double Price.
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Comparison of Favorite Programs in Kansas

City and Cincy Shows Regional Differences

By JERRY FRANKEN
Comparisons of the favorite radio
programs in XKansas City, Mo., and
Cincinnati, 0., herewith presented,
show that programs’ popularity differs
radically, in many cases, in various
cities. The Billboard’s radio program
studies, prepared by Market Research
Corp. of America, have so far covered
the two cities mentioned. City by city
survey method enables popularity
studies in greater detail than do
nationwide or extensive surveys. A
practical value of study of favorite
programs is in the placing of spot
campaigns, since these studies may shed
light on the types of programs various

localities seem to go for most.

Investigators for The Billboard
surveys ask listeners if they have lis-
tened to the radio the day or night be-
fore, depending on what period is be-
ing surveyed. If listeners say they have
not been using their radio sets, inves-
tigators then ask what their favorite
program is. The ‘‘favorite’’ inguiry
does not limit the listener to any day
or night of the week, but allows the re-
spondent to name any program, broad-
cast at any time,

Night Programs

In the Kansas City Area Lux ‘‘Radio
Theater’® was the leader in favorite
programs, but in Cincinnati it is down
to 12th position. Chase & Sanborn
show holds top ranking, first in Cincy,
second in K. C. However, Major Bowes
shows a drop from third in Kansas City
to 14th, while ‘‘Amos ’'n’ Andy, wWho
also were among the top K. C. leaders,
fourth there, are 13th in Cincinnati.
Eddie Cantor, on the other hand, was
very low in the Kansas City favorite
rankings, but shows a great measure
of improvement, holding fifth spot in

Competish From Pen
Now Worries Agents

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., May 21.—The
Missouri State Penitentiary here is be-
coming air-minded in a big way, with
the establishment of its third weekly
inmate program over KWOS here. Pro-
grams vary widely, one being a variety
program, another a band concert and
the. third a prison chapel service. James
Haynes, staff announcer, takes over all
three of the broadcasts by remote.

Variety presentation includes selec-
tions by a swing band, vocalists, cowboy
acts and novelties. Band concert nat-
urally uses The Prisoner’s Song for a
theme.

Chapel program, a hour long, was
aired for the first time last Sunday (15)
and response was enthusiastic. Under
direction of Chaplain Leroy Munyon and
his secretary, Rex De Arcy, latter an
inniate, the program drew big response.

Reports from New York are that radio
agents there are concerned over this
latest competition.

WRVA Talks Louder

RICHMOND, Va., May 21.—~WRVA here
will increase its power: from 5,000 to
50,000 watts, permission having just
been granted by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission. Station is owned
and operated by the Edgeworth Tobacco
Co. (Larus & Bros.) and is one of four
stations here. C, T. Lucy, station man-
ager, following the announcement, said
that work on the new transmitter will
start within the next 60 days.

NBC Okehs CBS Spieler

NEW YORK, May 21.—CBS had to
agree to let Andre Baruch lay- off an-
nouncing sustaining shows before NBC
would allow the Columbia announcer to
work for Bristol-Myers on the Fred Al-
len show. Harry Von Zell, regular mike-
ster, is vacationing, and Young & Rubi-
cam wanted Baruch to fill in. NBC put
the damper on the deal until Young &
Rubicam, B-M agency, squared matters.

Cincinnati. Fred Allen, likewise, shows
considerable gain. The Bing Crosby-
Bob Burns embroglio is down a few
steps, but holds, more or less, to its
general position. Another program to
lose ground is Edward G. Robinson. It
would appear that drama does not en-
tice listeners in Cincy to the same de-
gree as in K. C. Only “‘One Man’s
Family’’ shows anywhere near ‘the
same position it held in K. C. In each
city the program received 12 mentions
for favorite, taking 10th in Cincinnati
to seventh in the other city.

It will be noticed in the table listing
the programs that the leading pro-
grams in Cincinnati garnered many
more mentions than the leading Kansas
City programs, The difference is not
in the number of completed interviews,
but in the difference in the listening-
to-the-radio .factor. Almost twice as
many Cincinnati listeners said they
used their sets as did K. C. set owners.

Al Jolson rated 10th in Kansas City,

"but has dropped in the Cincinnati sur-

vey, being 18th. ‘‘Gang Busters’’ also
shows a decline, giving further
credence to the difference in drama pop-
ularity in the two centers.

Daytime Programs
Number of daytime programs men-

tioned as favorites is by no means as
large as the number of nighttime
shows reported in both survey centers.
Only 10 shows were mentioned in both
Kansas City and Cincinnati, either be-
cause the programs were not broadcast
or because they did not receive favorite
credits in both places. As to the pro-
grams mentioned, there is little to en-
able comparison other than on news
broadcasts. News showed up excep-
tionally well in Kansas City, but is
down slightly in Cincinnati.. A day-
time leader in K. C. news tapers off
somewhat in Cincinnati, landing in
seventh place. ‘‘Pepper Young,'’ in
K. C., was bunched with a number of
other programs with two mentions, but
tops the Cincinnati rolls, The same ap-
plies to ‘‘Orphan Annie,’’ except that
‘‘Annie’’ only drew one Kansas City

mention. ‘‘Vic and Sade,”’ however,
dropped mentions in Cincy. ‘‘Mary
Marlin’’ drew the same number of

mentions in both cities but dropped in
rank in Cincinnati. The O’Neills
made eighth place in both cities, but
was more frequently mentioned in Cin-
cinnati.

The third table published offers a
breakdown of miscellaneous answers to
the  ‘‘favorite’’ question. The table
is self-explanatory.

(

Cincinnati KansasCity
Chase & Sanborn-

Don Ameche

Chas. McCarthy. ... 47 24
jack Benny.......... 45 22
Cood News of 1938... 20 2
Lowell Thomas ...... 19
Ford Hour. . . ......... 19 8
£ddie cantor......... 15 2
Fred Allen-Town Hali.. 12 2
Burns and Allen...... 12 2
Bing Crosby. .. ....... 12 20
One Man’s Family.... 12 12
Rudy Vallee.......... 12 7
Lux Radio Theater.... 10 49
Amos and Andy...... 9 22
Major Bowes......... 9 23
Boake Carter........ 9 2

Cincinnatl Kansas City
2

Pepper Young........ 22
Orphan Annie,....... 2 1
Mary Sothern........ 18
Goldbergs . .......... 15
Betty and Bob........ 14
Ma Perkins. .......... 14 7
Ao s I Tl e . 13 22
Philharmonic Orch..... 9
Dick Tracy........... 8
A oks's 510 B coo ko = 8 4
Magic Key........... T, 1
Jack Armstrong....... 6
Singing Lady......... 6

Cincinnati KansasCity

Cincinnati KansasCity
No Answer
None

L

Favorite Programs Compared
In Cincinnati, Kansas City

The tables below show, for daytime and nighttime programs, the
number of mentions various programs received as the favorite programs
of listeners queried in The Billboard radio program studies in Kansas City
and Cincinnati. The columns of figures to the immediate right of the pro-
gram titles are Cincinnati mentjons; the column to the extreme right
Kansas City mentions. The third table lists miscellaneous answers to
this question and is self-explanatory.

NIGHTTIME FAVORITES

DAYTIME FAVORITES

MISCELLANEOUS BREAKDOWN
DAYTIME

No Choice. .. ........ 56 Don’t Remember. .. ...
None ..........-,. .. 36 Refused Answer...... 1
Don't Know,,........ 17 No Answer........... 56

EVENING

Cincinnati KansasClty

News ©.......0.....

Lum and Abnmer....... 7

Af Jolson............ 6 7
Sporfs el i, % .1 5 3
Fibber McGee. ........ 5 6
True or False......... 5

Hollywood Hotel...... 4 4
Nelson Eddy.......... 3

Higm Pt o 5 o] o - 3 1
Kate Smith. .. ........ 3

Death Valley......... 2

Cang Busters. ........ 2 4
King’s Jesters. ........ 2

News Commentators. .. 2

Second Husband. ..... 2

Edw. G. Robinson. . ... 2 4
We, the People...... 2

Cincinnati KansasCity

Religious Talks and U
Mitzs| PR e =t 6

Sports and News...... 5

Bachelor’s Children.... 4

Mad Hatterfields.. ... 4

Ball Game........... 3

Dawn Patrol.......... 3

Mary Marlin......... 3 3

Sports o i e - 3 2

Voice of Experience. ... 3

Betty Crocker........ 2

GCospel Singer. ... ..... 2 1

Vic and Sade. ........ 2 4

Woman’s Hour. ...

Cincinnati Kansas City

=
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Shepard’s Red Scare

BOSTON, May 21.—First glance at
a release sent out by Al Stephenson,
Yankee-Colonial press agent, had
some of the local editors suddenly
excited, the trade-paper boys think-
ing there was a nifty yarn lurking
around the John Shepard III office.
That's real news.

‘The paragraph read: “New Eng-
land Reds. Governor Francis Mur-
phy of New Hampshire will broadcast
on New England Reds to 6,000,000
Yankees via WAAB and Colonial net-
work May 19, from 11 to 11:15 a.m.”

The 6,000,000 is Stephenson’s own
figure. The reds are chickens, like
Rhode Island reds, only New England

Barrymore May Be
Starred in “Jalna”

NEW YORK, May 21.—The Jalna sto-
ries, written originally in novel form,
and lately in the form of a play, White-
oaks, now current on Broadway, are be-
ing built for a radio series. Ethel Barry-
more is to be starred. Jalna writer 1s
Mazo De Le Roche, who sailed this week
for Europe; radio adaptation will be by
Doris Gilbert, formerly World Broadcast-
ing scripter.

William Morris office is handling the
series.

Newspaper Exec Heads
WHBC; To Rebuild Station

CANTON, 0., May 21.—Paul F. Mor-
gan, business manager for the past 10
years of The Canton Repository, has been
appointed manager of WHBC here by
Ohio Broadcasting Co., controlled by the
Brush-Moore Newspapers. Group ac-
quired the station recently from Rev.
E. P. Graham, who established it sev-
eral years ago.

Morgan, who began his career with
The Repository more than 20 years ago,
has completed a survey of studios and
radio stations in several neighboring
States on assighment of the Ohio Broad-
casting Co. In his new capacity he will
be occupied for several months in the
study of mechanical and studio adjust=-
ments, looking to a program for WHBC
involving installation of new equipment
and construction of a studio building.

Moser Bill Referred
To Patents Committee

®

WASHINGTON, May 21—Bill intro-
duced in the House this week by Repre-
sentative Moser giving the FCC power to
determine fees for performance of copy-
righted music was referred to the
Patents Committee. It is considered im-
probable that Congress will consider the
measure during the present session.

Bill states that persons may apply
to PCC to make use of copyrighted
material when the copyright owners re-
fuse permission for such use. Commis-
sion will grant the request and set
royalty rates on condition that the per-
formance is in the public interest.

Arthur Simon New Manager
At WPEN; Rorer Out

PHILADELPHIA, May 21. — Dwight
Rorer has resigned as general mandger
of WPEN after serving in that capacity
less than two months., His resignation
took effect last Friday, and, altho sta-
tion officials refused to discuss it, it
was reported that officials of the William
Penn Broadecasting Co. were dissatisfied
with the manner in which he handled
the station’s programs.

Arthur Simon will replace Rorer start-
ing June 1, Hyla Kay, secretary of the
company, announced. .Miss Kay is in
charge of the station in the interim.

Seattle Trouble

SEATTLE, Wash,, May 21.—At request
of the Musicians’ Assoclation of Seattle,
Local 76, stations KOMO and KJR of
this city were placed by Central Labor
Council on the unfair list. Action being
taken, O. R. McLain, of the musicians’
union, stated, because stations and NBC
network failed to sign contracts agree-
ing to allocate money to be spent yearly
with the musicians’ association in Seat-
tle, while all other chain stations in
Seattle had.
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WWL Postpones

F iring Tooters

NEW ORLEANS, May 21.—Following
negotiations between President Mark
Ethridge, of NAB; Joseph N. Weber,
president AFM, and Local 174 officials,
Vincent Callahan, manager of WWL, an-
hounced postponement for a week of
station’s cancellation of its contract
with union. Ousting was set for Max
26, but all concerned asked for more
time in hope of a settlement of the
problem brought about by alleged failure
of WSMB and WDSU, local NBC links, to
carry thru triple agreement early in the
year to increase flesh music budget.

While WWL has been carrying thru
agreement, Callahan complained that
WDSU and WSMB had no studio music
whatever and that “WWL would no long-
er be the sucker.” Callahan made public
Wednesday telegram from Weber which
urged a week’s grace in view of ex-
pected settlement.

Officials of WSMB had nothing to say
regarding the matter. P. K. Ewing,
manager of WDSU, remarks, “We are not
concerned with the matter. We are not
planning to use union musicians at this
time.”

WLW Sa);s 25% of Schedule
Devoted to Eduecationals

CINCINNATI, May 21.—According to
Joseph Ries and Meredith Runck, edu-
cational director and head of the re-
search department, respectively, of
WLW-WSAI a survey of WLW programs
shows that 24.19 per cent of the sta-
tion's broadcasts are educational. Sta-
tion’s greatest single educational feature
is Nation’s School of the Air, broadcast
five times weekly from September thru
April. Program has been on the air about
10 years. Fortunes Washed Away, a new
series of dramatizations, is given with
the co-operation of the United States
Department of Agriculture.

In addition to governmental agencies,
WLW education department uses public
and private educational systems, profes-
sional groups such as the Academy of
Medicine, women’s clubs, labor organiza-
tions, etc.

Station’s 500,000-watt experimental li-
cense comes up before the FCC soon.

CBS Ups Maury Gaffney;
Tyler Now Trade Grabber

NEW YORK, May 21.—Maurice Gaff-
ney, handling trade press for Columbia
Broadcasting System for the past two
years or so in the sales promotion de-
partment, has been promoted to the
copy division of the same department.
Trade contact is now James Tyler, who
quits 25 managing editor of Advertising
and Selling, advertising monthly. It is
the same position Gaffney held before
joining the network. Last year Gaffney
was awarded a major prize for a piece
of copy he prepared.

Tyler’s spot at 4. and S. will be left
vacant.

Squabble Over KTHS
Goes On and On and On

HOT SPRINGS, Ark., May 21.—City
council has empowered Mayor McLaugh-
lin to intervene for the Chamber of
Commerce in its fight before the FCC
for retention of KTHS in the Spas. Add-
ing his support is Governor Bailey of
Arkansas, who is said to have asked city

attorney here to represent the State as

an intervenor when the FCC hearings
open at Washington May 27. Chamber
of Commerce was recently enjoined from
proceeding further to nullify sale of
KTHS to Col. T. H. Barton, El Dorado
oil magnate, but hopes to kill the deal
by having the commission refuse transfer
of the transmitter to Little Rock, where
Barton plans new studios.

Hot Springs has hired Paul D. P.
Spearman to continue its fight at Wash-
ington. The Little Rock Chamber has
filed application with PCC to assign its
license for operating KTHS to Radio
Enterprises, Inc. Two other Hot Springs
applications will also be heard at Wash-
ington on that date. Radio Enterprises
seeks to establish a second station on
1310 band, 100 watts, daytime. The third
application is from Associated Arkansas
Newspapers, Inc., seeking to operate a
new station of 100 watts daytime on
1310 band,

On the House

DENVER, May 21 —Golfers in the
Denver area who score a hole-in-one
are sure of a case of beer to cele-
brate thru an offer made by the
M. K. Goets Brewing Co., sponsor of
a Sports Review over KLZ. Score
must be attested by two other play-
ers and the club pro,

Radio Scriveners

Want New SS Deal

NEW YORK, May 21.—First undertak-
ing of Sidney R. Fleisher as counsel for
the Radio Writers’ Guild will be to at-
tempt to get independent contractor
classification for script writers for “pur-
poses of safeguarding literary rights”
and avoiding Social Security and Unem-
ployment Insurance tax laws. Rules and
Regulations Division of the Bureau of
Internal Revenue thus far looks upon
the scribes as employees of the sponsors
in the usual agency-built programs. Un-
der such circumstonces, sponsors retain
all literary rights to skits and texts pre-
pared by employees. Writers feel that
sponsors should get rights only to first
and single broadcast, for mutich of mate~
rial prepared has possibilities in legit,
pictures and books.

Counsel will first seek advice on con-
tracts and status of writers from Wash-
ington officials. It is likely, Fleisher
indicated, that carefully worded con=
tracts will do the trick, in that their
conditions will establish writers as
independent contractors, as dramatists
are regarded.

At least one writer is known to com-
mand enough respect from agencies to
have protective clauses inserted in his
contracts so that he retains full literary
rights after the first broadcast of his
compositions, If this approach fails,
spokesmen for Guild hinted they’d make
a test case.

This program for the RWG is initial
step toward goal of instituting for its
members -2 standard gontract. Drama-
tists’ Guild has achieved that end for its
constituents in tbeir relations to pro-
ducers,

WBAL Sells Rights to
“Hunt” to H. S. Goodman

NEW VYORK, May 21—Harry Good-
man, radio producer, this week bought
from WBAL, Baltimore, the exclusive
rights for Treasure Hunt. Station owns
the copyright. Dr. Pepper, soft drink
firm, recently contracted for two 156~
minute periods.

First sponsor for Cross Word Puzzles of
the Air, program originated by Goodman,
is the Amerlcan Furniture Co., of M11-
waukee, which will air it over WISN.
Goodman office, on a recent count, has
331 clients on the air, of whom 27 are
on the combination quiz and telephone
game, Answer,

Hunt is a “scavenger” game in which
listeners are told to find various gim-
micks. First in is winner.

Guenther WSAL Sales Head

CINCINNATI, May 21. — Wilfred
Guenther has been appointed sales pro-
motion manager of WSAI, according to
Robert E. Dunville, station manager.
Guenther was associated with the radio
department of Frederick W. Ziv Adver-
tising Agency for the past year, and be-
fore that was with WSAV, Huntington,
W. Va,

A Billet-Doux for Donald Kerr,
The Pride of Brooklyn, As It Were

NEW YORK, May 21.—At about 4:30
p.m. Thursday of this week the phone
rang in the radio department of The
Billboard. A lady asked if she could ask
a favor and, when the radio department
said yes, she said she was the president
of the Don Kerr Fan Club and she’d
like to have a stcry in The Billboard
about Don Ketr, who, she said, was the
most wonderful announcer in all the
world. Also this is the one and only
fan club for a radio announcer. The
radio department said maybe the lady
had better write a letter or come in
some time, and the lady agreed to come
in and tell the radio department about
it.

About half an hour later the lady, who
is Sylvia Kleinman, of Brooklyn, walked
in. She said that there are about 80
members, all girls, in the Don Kerr Fan
Club and that they all think Don Kerr
is the most wonderful announcer in all
the world. She also said the club mem-
bers pay dues, have a bank balance and
use the money for social gatherings,
outings and the like and plan a boat
ride this summer. Mr. Kerr will be cor-
dially invited. Miss Kleinman said the
club recently voted on whether boys
should be allowed to join, and it was
decided that the boys wouldn’t be ad-
mitted. Other officers of the Don Kerr
Fan Club are May Arnold, vice-president,

‘and Pearl Perlman, secretary. The Don

Kerr Fan Club has regular membership
cards. Miss Kleinman’s was autographed
on the reverse side by Mr. Kerr.

The radio department asked if the
Don Kerr Fan Club thought guys like
Milton Cross and Dave Ross were just
bums, and Miss Kleinman said no, but
that members never listened to them
nor had time to and that all true Kerr-
ites could recite the WMCA program
schedule from Memory. The Don Kerr
Fan Club has a slogan, Miss Kleinman
said. It is, “'Start the day with WMCA—
and Don Kerr.”

Kerr, in addition to his WMCA an-
nouncing duties, emsees an amateur
show from the Fox Brooklyn Theater.
The Don Kerr Fan Club now has the front
row reserved for them, but it wasn’'t so
easy at one time. Before the reservation
was made. club members used to go
into the theater at 2 p.m. and sit thru
three shows to be in the front row when
the amateur show started. Furthermore,
Kerr used to do two shows a week from
the theater and the club used to sit both
times from early afternoon until he
showed in order to get in the front row.

Don Lee Drops Wax
Sustaining Shows

LOS ANGELES, May 23.—Dropping of
all sustaining wax shows goes into ef-
fect this week on al! stations of the Don
Lee network, according to officials of
the web, leaving only four platter-airers
on the Coast chain. Remaining shows
not to get the ax are all sponsored kid
programs and include Orphan Annie,
Popeye, Dick Tracy and Howie Wing.

Reason for ditching non-sponsored
platters was given by station execs today.
They believe listeners prefer live shows
to-wax and also live shows give the
commercial department a better chance
to sell vacant spots.

With substitution of live shows, em-
ployment of entertainers and musicians
will speed up in the stations involved in
this policy change.

Chicag

Radio Columns; Economy

CHICAGO, May 21-—Hearst’s Chicago
American followed The Daily News here
this week by dropping Esther Schultz’s
radio column, leaving only three local
ether pillars for this burg—Times, Her-
ald and Examiner and Tribune. Reported
that the move was an economy measure,
plus that the management feels the ra-
dio blurbs did not merit the space. Miss
Schultz was shifted to the general news
staff.

American has been having its troubles
for the past six months, and during a
recent wholesale layoff the Newspaper
Guild threatened = strike. Rumors this
week had it that the Guild- strike was

American, News Drop

still in the wind and might jell in the
next few days unless demands were met.
Miss Schultz’s husband is head of the
local Guild chapter here.

Tabloid Times 1mmed1ately Jumped
into the breach, running ads plugging
the fact that it has the only afternoon
complete radio coverage. No more space
was given the department, however.

PHILADELPHIA, May 21.—The Phila-
delphia Daily News has added a radio
column. Raymond Gathrid, who formerly
wrote sports, is conducting pillar. Sheet
has also appointed Joseph Cohen as its
film and drama critic.

. He has a magnetic voice.”

The same show was playing both days,
50 the Don Kerr Fan Club used to see
it about six times.

Miss Kleinman, who is a typist, said
that that afternoor she had written a
poem to Mr. Kerr. The radio depart-
ment asked to see it and then asked to
publish it. Miss Kleinman refused, say=-
ing she preferred to mail it to Mr. Kerr
first. :

She admitted that she had ] written
other poetry, and the.radio department
pointed out that poets drool at the
mouth to get published and here was
Miss Kleinman turning down a golden
opportunity. The radio department,
suggesting that Mr. Kerr be consulted,
phoned WMCA, but Mr. Kerr was not
there. Miss Kleinman thought he wis
out to supper, so both the radio depart-
ment and Miss Kleinman spoke to Leon
Goldstein, WMCA press agent, who
knows about the Don Kerr Fan Club.
Miss Kleinman read her poem over the
telephone to Mr. Goldstein, who said he
saw no objection to its publication of
the poem. Miss Kleinman finally capit-
ulated. Asked if there was anything
else she wanted in the story about Don
Kerr and the Don Kerr Fan Club, she
said, “Don Kerr is the best announcer.
He is very charming and good-looking.
The radio
department agreed to say that.

This is the poem by Sylvia Kleinman?

To the most wonderful announcer and .master

of ceremonies there ig:

Nights ave lonely,

Days are blue,

But the sun shines

When we think of you.

Thunder, lightning, ’tis the month of May,
Tho it’s night, you make it day.

Teunderly are these words for thee,
Gratefully . . . the light you hand down to us,
It helps us . . . all thru the day so long
And quickens night to the glorious dawn.
It sings a song, a song of rest,

To you, dear Don, we give onr best.

Alabama Network
Now Set To Start

NEW YORK, May 21.—Kelly-Smith
Co., starting about June 1, will repre-
sent the Alabama Network, formed about
one year ago and operated since then
on experimental basis. System, headed
by President Henry Johnston, comprises
WSGN, Birmingham; WMFO, Deecatur;
WJIBY, Gadsden; WJRD, Tuscaloosa, and
WSFA, Montgomery. Programs can ema-
nate from any station and be piped to
the net,

Rates for group of three cities, includ-
ing WSGN, WSFA and WJBY, are $221
per hour, $123 per half hour, $72.25 per
quarter hour and $35.07 for five minutes.
These are for hours after 6 p.m. Day
rates for a total of five cities, including
WSGN, WSFA, WJBY, WMFO and
WJIRD, amount to $193.80, $108.80,
$64.60 and $28.14, respectively, for one-
hour, half hour, quarter hour and five
minutes.

Night ‘rates printed above apply only
if three cities are purchased as a group.
For daytime programs five stations are
available as a group or may be pur-
chased in any combination provided that
at least three stations are used.

Net plans to extend service to adver-
tisers in the way of dealer surveys, etc.

St., Louis Stations
In AFRA Huddle

CHICAGO, May 21.—Stations KSD,
KWK, KMOX, KXOK, WEW and WIL In
St. Louis agreed this week to a sugges-
tion made by the American Federation
of Radio Artists that each send a repre-
sentative to a meeting there with Henry
Jaffe, AFRA counsel, to talk over plans
for bargaining contracts. Meeting was
scheduled this week, but Jaffe was de-
tained in New York, so was postponed
for another 10 days.

AFRA execs felt it would be more ex-
pedient to negotiate in this manner

Robertson Quits WIBX;

Bowen Seeks Successor

UTICA, N. Y., May 21.—Dale Robert-
son has resigned as manager of WIBX
to go into radio operation in Pennsyl-
vania and Maryland. Robertson was
with WIBX four years and was quite
successful in building the station, owned
by Scott Howe Bowen.

Bowen states he has not set any suc-
cessor yet. Al Triggs, commercial man-
ager, fills in, co-operating with Elliott
Stewart, program director. .
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Tightening Up on Broadcasters
Charged With Program Missteps

WASHINGTON, May 21.—Penalties in
the form of temporary licenses were
handed out in wholesale lots this week
by the Federal Communications Com-
mission just two days after NAB Presi-
dent Mark Ethridge told the FCC Bar
Association that temporary licenses were
“grossly unfair.” Commission in case
after case unanimously voted 60 and
90-day permits for WNEW, New York;
WMBG, Richmond, Va.; WJBW, New
Orleans; WCLO, Janesville, Wis.; KOVC,
Valley City, N. D.; WAYX, Waycross, Ga.;
WBHP, Huntsville, Ala.; WBRY, Water-
bury, Conn.; KMLB, Monroe, La.; KIUN,
Pecos, Tex.; WJIRD, Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
and the Yankee Network Station WNAC,
Boston. KFOX, Long Beach, Calif, re-
ceived a 90-day license, with Commis-
sioners Craven and Sykes dissenting,
and WHBI, Newark, N. J., and KFPW,
of Fort Smith, Ark. had license re-
newals set for hearing, with Commis-
sioners Sykes and Craven dissenting on
the first and Commissioners Sykes and
Case dissenting on the second.

Commission action was observed by a
gallery - of goggle-eyed FCC under-of-
ficials who had the surprise of their lives
in watching the swift action of the com-
mission in clamping down the lid on
program complaints. Curbstone reports
credit astrological programs for many
of the penalties. Similar action is in
store for more stations, according to re-
ports. " Action was said to' be over ob-
jection of one commissioner who could
find nothing in the Communications Act
about star-gazing programs, but rest of
commission took position that fraud on
listeners had been perpetrated by the
advice givers in viclation of other laws.

Washington observers commenting this
week upon Wednesday’s action pointed

. . . next week

a SURVEY of

PROGRAM

LISTENING
HABITS

WATERTOWN

SOUTH DAKOTA

® The entire radio in-

dustry is today deeply
interested in listening
habits in farm areas.

Such information is the
last unknown frontier in
radio research,

® The Billboard radio
study in this town will
help answer many ques-
tions.

DON'T
MISS ITI
. . . next week

out that for miost part licenses so treated
were assigned to small stations—not
ones fortified with heavy political guns.
However, by the same contrast it is be-
lieved that the stations either are more
careful of their programs, having more
at stake, or they are in such position
that, thelr business is in no way af-
fected by offers of fortune-telling or
horse-race info.

Commission, with exception of George
Payne, had been guests of FCC Bar As-
sociation’s dinner two nights before at
the Congressional Country Club and
had heard Mark Ethridge say that the
broadcasters want an alteration of pres-
ent procedure on temporary licenses and
a lengthening of the terms of the license.
“The present procedure on temporary li-
censes is to their minds grossly unfair,
unjustifiable and even whimsical, in
that it dignifies and encourages irre-
sponsible complaints,” Ethridge told the
dinner guests who listened intently.

Ethridge continued, ‘“The short-term
license is against the public interest in
that, whatever may be its purpose as
far as the commission is concerned, it
is an effective threat over the control
or management of a station. After the
commission has established the responsi-
bility of applicants as it does in its hear-
ings, they should feel free to operate
their own property within the limits of
the regulations and within the bounds
of good business and public morals.
They should not be confronted eternally
by the specter of potentially arbitrary
action on the part of a regulatory
body.”

/ The NAB president reminded the
commission that it was a democratic

1Y SPREE

body, springing frem a democratic peo-
ple, but the very fact that a democratic
commission considers it necessary to li-
cense all broadcasters for six months
when Congress considered a three-year
license a sufficient check upon the in-
dustry cannot be understpod.

Senator Wallace H. White, also a guest
speaker at the dinner, following Eth-
ridge, told the diners he had experienced
satisfaction with Ethridge's speech and
that he *“agreed with the soundness of
his views.” Bar members followed the
Ethridge speech clcsely and kept watch-
ing for expressions of reaction on the
faces of the attending commissioners,
but for the most part the officials
had heard similar views before and
consciously maintained poker faces thru-
out the dinner.

Commission temper appears to be
short. Members are meeting broad-
casters with increased regulation each
time the industry lets out a yell about
the kind of regulation it is getting.
Side-line observers are weighing recent
‘“‘educational” talks made by the indus-
try and their relation to commission ac-
tion. Too early to reach any definite
conclusion, the answers so far point to
regulation and still more regulation.

FCC reaction cannot be considered as
the result of resistance to broadcasters’
complaints because commission is said
to be earnest in its attempts to police
the air waves now that Congress is in
throes of radio investigation and pos-
sibilities that commission will be probed.
Hearings before the House Rules Commit-
tee are still imminent and the White
investigation resolution is out on the
Senate floor lying around for the
first chdnce for a vote. This week it
was called up on the consent calendar,
but was passed over upon objection by
Senator King (Utah). Probability is
that this procedure will be followed to
the end of the current session. Pos-
sibility remains that conscientious ob-
jectors may be absent at some time when
White’s resolution gets called up again
and it may be voted. That possibility,

Give Way, to

Songs With Most Radio Plugs

“Don’t Be That Way” Won't

Top Position

Songs listed are those receiving 10 or more network plugs (WJZ, WEAF, WABC)
between 5 p.m.-1 a.m. week days and 11 am.-1 a.m. Sundays, for the week ending

Thursday, May 19. Independent plugs

are those received on WOR, WNEW,

WMCA and WHN.  Film tunes are designated as “F,” musical production num-

bers as “M.” Based on data supplied by

Accurate Reporting Service.

Position Title Publisher Plugs
Last Wk. This Wk. Net Ind.
1 1. Don't Be That Way...eeoesseeceenne, Robbins 35 23
— 2. Cathedral in the Pines.............. Berlin 29 21
3 3. Please Be Kind....c.coeeeeecoeocsasra Harms 24 27
6 4, How’dja Like To Love Me? (F).....:. . Famous 23 11
11 4 ABEWLUIDETEH 4 . 4l g Aot o o e o Miller 23 14
2 5. Cry, Baby, CIy....c.cceocereeneenenn.. Shapiro-Bernstein 21 11
3 6. Love Walked In (F)....cocevvon.n: . Chappell 20 21
10 6. You Leave Me Breathless (F)........... Famous 20 10
8 7. Something Tells Me (F).............. Witmark 19 20
11 8. Little Lady Make Believe.......... . Olman 18 21
4 8. You Couldn't Be Cuter (F)............ Chappell 18 15
12 8. This Time It’'s Real.................. Spier 18 15
9 8. I Fall in Love With You Every Day (F). Famous 18 11
10 8. Says My Heart (F).......... ... ... Paramount 18 10
8 8. Why’dya Make Me Fall in Love?,...... Feist 18 7
6 9. On the Sentimental Side (F)..o....... Select 17 16
6 9. You're an Education.................. Remick 17 12
11 10. Joseph, JOSePh ....ceiivieniiiiiian Harms 16 16
8 10. Girl in Bonnet of Blue............... Crawford 16 13
— 10. It’s the Little Things That Count...... Marks 16 9
5 11. I Love To Whistle (F)....covvevnn. .. Robbins 15 13
— 11. I'm Glad I Waited for You............ Stasny-Lang 15 2
9 12. Garden in Granada.................. Southern 14 9
— 12. Stop and Reconsider,................. Lincoln 14 6
5 13. Lovelight in the Starlight (F)........ Paramount 13 12
11 13. At a Perfume Counter (M)............ Donaldson 13 12
— 13. In a Little Dutch Kindergarten....... Fox 13 8
7 14, It’s the Dreamer in Me............... Feist 12 12
— 14. Let Me Whisper ...................... Chappell 12 10
— 14. If Tt Rains Who Cares?............... Morris 12 2
— 15, I Simply Adore YOU.................. Ager, Yellen 11 10
= i5. At Your Beck and Call............... ABC 11 7
— 15. My Heart Is Taking Lessons (F)...... Select 11 7
12 15. So Little TiMeE. .. .. civevororreavanesn. Shapiro-Bernstein 11 6
12 16. Ti-Pi-TinN ..coevcvinoneeanenes e nes . Peist 10 15
10 16. Goodnight, Angel .................... Berlin 10 7
9 16. Sunday in the Park (M).............. Mills 10 5

What, No Rate Card?

PHILADELPHIA, May 21.— Here’s
what a WFIL salesman has to carry
with him when calling on a prospect
these days: ’

1. A portable phonograph with a
library of platters consisting of com-
plete broacdcasts of every available
sustaining feature on the station.

2. A recorded sample of every artist
and announcer’s voice.

3. An album of photographs of
every member of the station’s: per=-
sonnel and its artists.

4. A brochure of surveys and sun-
maries of competitor comparisons,
ete.

And a threat from Don Withycomb
not to come back without that order.

as well as the activities before the House
Rules Committee, which is pondering on
what to do about the “two ex-senators”
who allegedly accepted bribes from
radio interests, is having its full effect
upon the FCC. Industry appears to be
in for a session of strictest regulation
with violators of the Communications
Act getting everything in the law books
being thrown at them.

Damages Sought by

SESAC From WCAU

NEW YORK, May 21.—As reported in
The Billboard two weeks ago, Society of
European Stage Authors and Composers
(SESAC) this week filed a bill of com-
plaint against WCAU, Philadelphia,
charging use of SESAC repertory without
authorization. Fourteen points of in-
fringement are listed in the bill, which
asks a judgment of $3,000 and costs.
Plaintiffs are SESAC and Cross & Wing, .
latter publishers of the songs allegedly
infringed upon by WCAU. Cross & Wing,
according to the bill, had assigned rights
in these songs to the European Society.

Plaintiffs ask that WCAU, without a li-
cense from the plaintiffs, be restrained
from publicly performing these composi-
tions or any other means controlled by
the defendant. Defendant is asked to
pay damages in the maximum amount
permitted by statute, and in no event
less than $250 for the 14 infringing per-
formances, and that the defendants be
required to pay full costs of the action
and attorneys’ fees.

Pepper, Bodine, Stokes & Shock, Phila=-
delphia law firm, represent SESAC. Suit
was filed in District Court of United
States, Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

WCAU is the only outlet in Philadel=
phia without a SESAC license.

Elect Carper Head
Of Neb. Stations

LINCOLN, Neb. May 23.—Charles Car-
per has been elected president of the
Sidles Co,, 50 per cent owner of the Cen=
tral States Broadcasting Co., controlling
KFAB, Lincoln . and Omaha; KOIL,
Omaha, and KFOR, Lincoln.

Carper succeeds the late Chatles Stuart,
Lincoln millionaire, who diecd about two
weeks ago. Lincoln newspapers, Star and
Journal, own the other half of the sta=
tions.

WARING, LEWIS

(Continued from page 5)
That Certain Woman, $14,250. Buddy
Rogers, Back in Circulation, $21,000.
Horace Heidt, Life of the Party, $28,000.
Dick Stabile, Gracie Barrie, Confession,
$16,000.

Glen Gray’s Casa Loma, Knight With-

out Armour, $20,000. Eddy Duchin, San
Quentin, $27,500 (includes Labor Day).
Clyde McCoy, Hal LeRoy, Exclusive, $21,-
000. George Olsen, Ethel Shutta, Topper,
$25,000. Mal Hallett, New Faces, $14,000.
Jimmy Dorsey, Between. Two Women,
$25,000. Three Stooges, Will Osborne,
Turn Off the Moon, $20,000. Major
Bowes unit, Easy Living, $18,500.
. Herman Bing, Ever Since Eve, $20,000.
Duke Ellington, They Gave Him a Gun,
$19,000. Henry Armetta, California Col=
legians, Slm, $19,000. Ozzie Nelson,
Night Must Fall, $20,000. Paris on
Parade unit, Woman Chases Man, $15,-
000. Benny Goodman, There Goes My
Girl, $25,000. Biran McDonald’s WJAS
Amateur Show, Go-Getter, $15,000. Ina
Ray Hutton, Call It o Day, $18,000. Major
Bowes unit, History Made at Night,
$22,000.
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“Keyboard Comncerts”

Reviewed Wednesday, 5-5:30 p.m.
Style—Musical.  Sustaining on WABC
(CBS network) .

In an attempt to project the full range
of keyboard instruments and their liter-
ature, including not only the modern

> piano but also some of its earlier forms,
such as the harpsichord and clavichord,
CBS inaugurated this new half-hour
series last Wednesday (18). Various
prominent artists in particular fields of
keyboard music are to be presented in
succeeding programs, playing the instru-
ment or type of composition which has
become their specialty.

Initial show offered George Copeland,
American concert pianist, in a program
of music by Debussy and modern
Spanish composers, whose work he in-
troduced in this country and has fea-
tured in numerous recitals. Pianist has
appeared to better advantage on the
concert stage than in his performance
here, ether reception tending to produce
a distorted jumble in the heavier pas-
sages. At best, Copeland’s Debussy in-
terpretations are often superficial and
lacking in the sure brilliance of tech-
nique necessary for their proper projec-
tion. This is especially true in his ar-
rangement of The Afternoon of a Faun,
which opened the program. Tempo and
rhythms fail to receive their required
consistency, and a blurred fortissimo
covers up a multitude of technical sins.

Three other lighter Debussy works re-
ceived better treatment, and a group of
five compositions by Spanish composers
completed the program. - These were ef-
fective in the accepted style of most
Spanish music, with its off-beat accents
and rhythm. The highlight of this group
was a tango by Albeniz, one of the
greatest of all Spanish composers for the
piano. ’

~ Second broadcast of the new series
will have E. Robert Schmitz playing the
works of the late Maurice Ravel, with
Alice Ehlers, harpsichordist, the third

recitalist,
Kenneth Roberts announced.
D. R.
Cow-Punchers
Reviewed Tuesdsy, 5:45-6 p.m.

Style—Hillbilly music.  Sustaining on

WOR (New York).

Cow-Punchers, alfalfa troupe é&nter-
taining at the Village Barn, New York,
go thru five or six ftunes in their
quarter-hour program. Stuff is vocal
and instrumental, with the ork termed
the Royal Rangers. .

Material, for those who like the genre,
Is up to par. Air of cactus pervades the
offering, with Smilin’ Slim, Whitey and
Shufflin’ Shorty doing most of the
specialties. Whitey best of the lot with
a yodeling tune rendered with guitar
accompaniment. Ork can lay off the
Western tunes and deliver swing versions
of standards, as evidenced by delivery
of Some of These Days.

Fair enough. P, A

“The Word Game™

Reviewed Wednesday, 9:30-10 p.m.
Style—Audience participation. Sustain-
ing on WABC (CBS network).

This is one of the poorest of the
question-and-answer shows currently so
popular on the dials. Its format is
neither better nor worse than the rest
of its confreres, it has Max Eastman’s
name to lend it a touch of distinction,
and yet it adds up to a thoroly boring
half hour, due to a supreme lack of that
all-important attribute in anything ffom
a dance act to a stump speech—person-
ality. i

Since a script of this type is basically
academic and therefore dry, it devolves
on its leading figure to supply the per-
sonality quotient which can lift it from
a dull schoolroom test to the level of
enjoyable radio entertainment. This is
being accomplished singularly well on
similar programs, but here it rates a big,
round zero, with the blame following &
straight line right to Eastman’s alleged
emseeing.

With all the personality of a dill pickle
and all the humor of a plane crash, this
author-traveler-lecturer “umpires” a
game in which five participants are
asked the meaning of words. Show is
divided into three sections, first taking
in definitions, then jumping to a spell-
ing bee, concluding with the meaning of
such terrific slang words as humdinger,
bosh, breadbasket, etc. Winners geb
dictionaries for prizes, which would
seem to be a subtle crack.

Eastman asks the questions, gives cor-
rect answers and sprinkles a few point-

Prog

less, witless stories and quips over the
whole business. Remarks fail to get the
laughs expected, for the very simple
reason that they're totally unfunny. In
addition, Eastman goes in for boasting,
with a too liberal dose of “I was speak-
ing to Einstein 1last week” and “I've
traveled in 19 countries and seen,” etc.,
the whole delivered in a bad speaking
voice that seems constantly out of
breath. All in all, a pretty poor per-
formance and program.

John Allen Wolff handles the
nouncing. D. R

Air Raid Drill

Reviewed Monday, 10:30-11 p.m.
Style—War games, Sustaining on WOR,
WJZ and WABC (MBS, NBC and
CBS).

Pirst alr raid drill ever broadcast
crackled over three networks, with an-
nouncers assuming a breathless tone as
tho it were the McCoy. Farmingdale,
L, I, scene of operations, co-operated
and doused its lights for a half hour,
during which time *“rebel” bombing
planes “attacked” Seversky Field and
outlying plant and were in turn “at-
tacked” by anti-aircraft guns. Reason
for it all, according to military officials,
was that the blackout drill, made pos-
sible by civilian co-operation, amounted
to a significant step forward in plans
for the country’s defense,

As a radio program the drill had en-
tertainment value in direct proportion
to the pacifistic or militaristic tenden-
cies of the listeners. Your reviewer
thought it was boring but of possible
import nevertheless. Question of the
advisability of wusing radio for such
propaganda purposes is an involved one,

Hocus-pocus was described from land
and sky by WOR-Mutual’s special fea-
tures division, which cut the show short
at 10:46 p.m. after announcing a *“vic-
tory” for the home talent. At 10:45 on
WJZ Farmingdale’s more important citi-
zen’'s were being interviewed, and talk
of a second “attack” was coming over,
Station bowed off at 11 pan. General
Frederick L., Martin on WABC at this
time read a light-up order signifing
termination of the hostilities, follow-
ing which an announcer summarized.

Technically, broadcast was well han-
dled. P. A.

“Information, Please

Reviewed Tuesday, ' 8:30-9 p.m.
Style—Quiz show. Sustaining on W|Z
(NBC-Blue network),

Reversing the customary “Q. and A’
style program, this innovation has the
hitherto back-against-the-wall public
in a worm-turning role firing quéstions
at a selected group of learned experts.
Novelty of the about-face is interesting
and entertaining in itself, but the high
enjoyment content of the show results
from a Jjudicious choice of emsee and
savants.

Credit for a really pleasurable half
hour goes first to Clifton Fadiman, liter=-
ary critic of The New Yorker, for his
remarkably quick wit and smooth
handling of his first emseeing assign-
ment. His remarks anent the questions
asked and his fast repartee with the
“board of experts” kept a studio au-
dience laughing spontaneously and
often, and his continued presence on
the show should be enough to insure

-its popularity.

Initial group of authorities was not
far behind Fadiman -in producing
humorous ad libbed quips which hit the
risibility mark every time, Coterie was
made up of PFranklin P. Adams; Dr.
Harry Overstreet, of the philosophy de-
partment of New York’s City College;
Marcus Duffield, day news editor of The
New York Herald Tribune, and Bernard
Jaffee, author and head of the Bush-
wick High School physical science de-
partment. Give-and-take between each
of them and Fadimon supplied the high
spots of the program, not only because
of the intricate wit of the remarks
passed, but also because they came as
a pleasant surprise in a show that might
have had the mustiness of a classroom
lecture if it hadn’t been handled with
a real sense of humor. NBC plans to
change groups from time to time, in-
cluding prominent personalities in every
field, and these subsequent experts will

an-

ram R@views

“EDST Ugless Otherwise Indicated

have to be good to keep up the high
standard set on the opening show.

Same basic set-up as on other quiz
programs, with $2 pald for each question
accepted and $5 added for each one the
experts fail to answer. Total of 20
queries cost the group $20, with FPadiman
pulling his best sallies regarding the
loss. Questions cover a large field, from
science to poetry, and are entertaining
and instructive,

Howard Claney does the announcing.

. D. R.

“Newspaper of the Air”

Reviewed 'Wednesday, 6-6:30 p.m.
Style—News.  Sustaining over WELI,
New Haven, Corin, (Conn. Broadcasting
System) .

This daily program rates as one of the
most complete news services hereabouts,
Comprising world headline news, items
of local interest, poiitics, soclety news,
sports, etc., this half hour represents a
complete newspaper. News comes from
Transradio after the evening papers have
gone to press, and occasionally a number
of beals are scored.

Golly, the Roving Reporter, who
compiles the info, is on the firing line
and delivers informally. Sport items
and news are given by Phil Buxbaum Jr.,

with precision and smoothness. Martin
Haydon handles announcements.
S. A. L.

Cal Tinney

Reviewed Monday, 8-8:30 p.m. Style
—Novelty interview. Sustaining on
WIJZ (NBC Blue network).

Cal ‘Tinney, newspaper
and humorist, conducts a novelty
interview in which celebrities reveal
their hidden desires and ambitions—
what they really would like to have be-
come if they hadn’t been frustrated by
success.

Handled in a light vein, the personali-
ties involved, including Helen Chandler
and Bramweéll Fletcher, James J. Brad-
dock, Arthur Murray, Helena Rubinstein,
Dr. Wilfred J. Punk and Budd Hulick,
ruminated their way back to yesteryear
and their youthful triumphs and tribu-
lations.

Oddly enough, this sustainer was a
field day for advertising plugs, as each
one interviewed had a product or an ax
to grind. In Budd’s case, he not only
plugged his new program but took a
healthy crack at his old partner, Colonel
Stoopnagle. Dr. Punk, of the' lexico~
graphic Funks, plugged his dictionary,
and so on, ad infinitum.

Program is not nearly as funny as it
might be, considering the topic, which
is a natural for humorous material but
in this case, definitely inferior. To top
that, what with Tinney’s Western drawl,
Fletcher’s English inflection and Rubin-
stein’s Russian accent, it sounded like
a session of the League of Nations.

S. Z.

columnist

Joan Crawford
Reviewed Thursday, 9-10 p.m. Sty\e

—Dramatic.  Sponsor—General Foods
Co. Agency—Benton & Bowles. Sta-
tion—WEAF (NBC Red network) .

Joan Crawford, appearing .on Good
News of 1938, inaugurated a new feature
of the show yclept, MGM Theater of the
Air. Idea is to develop and present
dramatizations of scripts particularly
adapted for radio. Crawford’s vehicle,
titled Dark World, written by Arch
Ogeler, ran eight minutes -and used a
flashback  technique for sustained
dramatic effect.

Yarn presented Crawford in the role
of Carol, paralyzed and blind girl who
has already died. Two nurses speak of
her. Whenever one utters an illumi-
nating phrase showing how Carol reacted
to her environment, the flashback
technique drops reality and Carol speaks.
As a result of a succession of these
flashbacks, the character development
and story of Carol hovers between the
past and present-—a device which holds
interest when carefully executed.

Alternations bétween present and past
were beautifully done, and, in the case
of the climax, attained a poetic and mys-
tical touch. L

Crawford’s emoting on the sobby side,
naturally. P, A,

“Everybody’s Opinion”

Reviewed Tuesday, 3:15-3:30 p.m.,
PST. Style—Question and answer.
Sustaining on KFPY (Spokane).

This new program, caught on opening
day, promises to catch on. It is a sort
of Sound and Fury (Esquire) column
of the air, with radio listeners asking
questions ‘'and answering them too.
One exception is with questions per-
taining to radio, which are answered
by the writer and commentator, Capt.
Robin Flynn.

An Irish edition of Boake Carter,
Flynn reads questions and gives initials
and home town of writer, comments
pointedly and asks air fans to solve the
problem and send along a question of
thelr own. Presentation is stimulating.

Questions may be on any subject.
Flynn closed by requesting audience to
solve dilemma of an attractive 26-year-
old mother whose husband had the
“stay-at-the-office” habit.

One reader wanted to know why he
had to get out his reading glass to find
radio schedules in local newspapers,
protesting agate type. ¥Flynn referred
writer to newspaper editors.

Program set for Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. John Mallow, announcer.

Allen Drake

Reviewed Thursday, 8-9 p.m. Style
—Characterizations. Sponsor—Calumet
Baking Powder. Agency—Young &

Rubicam. Station—WABC (CBS net-
work) . :
Allen Drake, who appeared on the

Kate Smith program, has an interesting
angle on characterizations. Instead of
presenting each bit as a separate entity,
he passes smoothly from one character
to another, explaining the different vo-
cal characteristics peculiar to each. Idea
is developed by means of an imaginary
trip to England, Scotland, Ireland and
back to America. Take-offs are not only
on characters native to these countries
generally, but involve imitations of dia~
lects found within any of the places
mentioned. ‘Thus, when Drake’s imag=-
inary trip brings him back to America,
he covars New England types, Negroes and
forms of speech associated with classes
of people rather than with geography.
Act is done in four minutes and car-
ries no excess verbiage. It clicks on ra=-
dio, but sounds as tho it should be even
better as a sight act—particularly if
Drake can match his voice changes with
suitable gestures and mugging. P. 4.

“R})hinson Crusoe Jr.”
Reviewed Tuesday, 5:30-5:45 p.m.

Style—Transcribed serial drama. Spon-
sor—Dr. Brown's Cel-Ray. Agency—
Humbert & Jones. Station—WHN
(New Yeork) .

Transcribed adventure yarn is aimed
for a kid audience. Reason for this is
not quite clear, as the sponsor’s product,
a carbonated drink, seems more of an
adult’s beverage and as such is distribe
uted in restaurants as well as homes.

Corralling a kid audience via radlo,
rather than working on a general audi-
ence, may have its merit. But script on
its first presentation showed little to in-
dicate its possibilities. Situation pre-
gented a kid urging his father to take
him and a raft of children on a yachting
trip, the prospect being adventure, treas=-
ure islands and the like. First install-
ment had much gab and no action, but
the failing is excusable in that a 15-
minute spot allows scant chance for de-
veloping a serial when the basic situa-
tion must first be presented. Idea is

simple and should intrigue kids if suc=-

ceeding presentations work it up prope-
erly.
Commercial announcement okeh.

READING, Pa., May 21 —Cliff Chofey,
WEAU manager, is honeymooning.

PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU, Ins.

World-Telegram Bullding,
125 Barclay St., New York, N, ¥,
BArclay 7-5871.

{ESTABL!SHED 1888

A

@




10 The Billboard

RADIO

Air Briefs

72ew l/o&lz By PAUL ACKERMAN

TEVE HANNIGAN, press agent, Iis

probably doing some agitated think-
ing these days. Hannigan handles both
the Indianapolis Auto Race and the War
Admiral-Seabiscuit match race, both set
for May 30. No sponsor has yet come
forward to lay the dough on the line for
the nags, altho Brown & Williamson,
sponsors of the Derby, were interested
for a while. CBS, which has an exclusive
on the nags, is getting jittery and feels
that maybe the conflict in dates is gum-
ming up the works. Time marches ou.

. Clem McCarthy will have radio edi-
tors as guests, beginning Monday with
Dinty Doyle (American) and Friday with
Sid Shalit (News). Nick Kenny (Mirror)
tentatively slated for week after. . . .
Bristol-Myers auditioning two more game
shows, and among those in the talent
line-up is Norman Frescott, who used
to be a mindreader in vaudeville. How-
ever, Jane Martin Is said to have the
inside track.

Lennen & Mitchell is extending
the “Inquiring Reporter” on WHOM
to Tuesday and Thursday. Show,
which is now sponsored by Deities
cigarets, used to be aired Thursday.
’ . Harry Ackcrman, producer of
the “Lone Ranger” and mo relation
to the wizard who conducts this
column, is in town for a few days.
. . . Phil Baker, shortly after the
recent birth of his fourth daughter,
got a wire from Eddie Cantor read-
ing, “Quit poaching or I'll teake up
the accordion.” . Phil Spitalny
goes off the General Electric show
June 29. . Mr. and Mrs. Arch
Obeler sailing for Europe May 27.
Arch taking a two-month wvacash
from microphones, ete., and NBC
still undecided about the disposition
of Arch’s show, “Lights Out.” . . .

Loretta
Strike

Lee guesting
"Hit Parade”

on Lucky
June 4.

Sam G. Wingfield, who now has
his own publicity firm, still does the
publicity for Kenyon & Eckhardt,
with whom he was associated. . . .
Maurice Gaffney is preparing a
sports book for CBS, emphasizing
the net’s exclusives. To be published
in about a month, book will be 24
pages, with spreads on rowing, track,
polo, golf and football. . . . A 25-
cent chain letter (remember) is
circulating in the NBC press de-
partment. . . . Frank Roehrenbeck,
WHN station manager, back at his
desk after a brief illness. . . . Curt
Peterson, of Marschalk & Pratt, in
town again after a trip to Pitts-
burgh.

ENRY BURBIG and the entire Men-

nen shaving cream show return to
NBC in September Set for 39 weeks.

. Mary Fran Jones, formerly of BBDO,
now with the busiress staff of Space &
Time, In charge of circulation and ad-
vertising promotion. . . Summer .cut
at WNEW gives songstress Libby Hall a
chance to catch up to herself. Gal was
knocking out 50 tunes a week for 13
commercials. Remains on the Canadian
Fur Trappers show. . . . Sallie Phipps,
of the Federal Theater Radio Division,
talked to her mother in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, Wednesday via W2IKV, White
Plains, Gabbed 45 minutes. . . . Morton
Downey guests and emsees on the RCA
Magic Key June 5. . . . Jimmy Saphier,
with Bob Hope, set to start in the fall
for Pepsodent, hopped a rattler sud-
denly Friday for the Coast to tell Hope
all the lovely details. Returns at the
end of this week.

Glﬂ'cago By HAROLD THUMPHREY

CA is framing another idea show for

Bob Crosby’s Ork at the Black-
hawk, similar to the one Kay Kyser
. started in the same spot and which
netted him the present Lucky Strike
contract. Crosby show will be aired on
Mondays over the WGN line when its
ready. . . . Harold W. Kent, director of
Chi’s radio division of the public
schools, has called a conference of edu-
cators, advertisers and radio execs for
June 18. . . . WAAP has inaugurated a
new show strictly for the kiddies, called
Playroom Antics. .. . Bill Seymour, free-
lance announcer, authored this week’s
Crossroads stint which features his sis-
ter, Anne Seymour. . . . Walter Flandorf
s the new organist on those WGN re-
citals.

Hal Burnett, WBBM’s public rela-
tions head, deserves a big hand for
his Air-Mail Week promotion which
netted his outlet the trophy awarded
to the winning station. Stunt was a
transcription sent around the world
via the airlanes with wazings picked
up from big shots along the route.
d . Bill Hodapp, NBC continuity
writer, will take his “Jane Arden”
show to New York, where it will be
sponsored by Ward Baking Co. . . .
Betty Lou Gerson subs on “First
Nighter” when Barbare Luddy, fem
lead, takes a holiday in California.

John Thompson is back at
NBC assisting Ken Fry on special
events.

Tommy Dorsey will be airing his
swingeroo contest from the stage of
the Chicago Theater for the next
two Wednesdays when he opens a
two-week stand there Friday. .
Smart stunt was pulled by p. a.
Maurice Melford on that Safety
Conference demonstration picked
up from the street by NBC’s mobile
unit. He had a Yellow Cab planted
to take a cue at just the right mo-
ment and then had the cabbie mike
a few words about safe driving,
which was very timely since the
cab company is handled by the same
p. a. firm. . . George Harvey is
back on WGN’s sales staff, ajter
returning from the West.

IND is picking up a weekly amateur
night from Balaban & Katz Regal
Theater in Chi’s Harlem starting this
Wadnesday. 6Bhot is co-sponsored by

'B. & K. and the South Center Depart-

ment Store. . .. Dave Ward in from St.
Louis to audition a new show for WGN.
Bob Kaufman, formerly of WLS, ex-
pects to be on the air soon with his new
station, KYSM, in Mankato, Minn. Dave
Wilburn, another ex-WLS’er, is handling
publicity ahd promotion for the new
outlet. . . . Hoosier Hot Shots are sched-
uled for a three-week vacash starting
June 18. . . . Gracie Allen’s surrealistic
pastels are adorning the lobby of the
Merchandise Mart here.

fOS angeles ana HoulleGan DEAN OWEN

HESTER CLARK is a new mikeman
at WTAR, Norfolk, Va. Came from
WFMD, Frederick, Md. . . . John M.,

Baldwin, chief’ engineer at KDYL, Salt
Lake City, father of a girl recently.
. . . Al Priddy, KDYL, putting the fin-
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Foreign Relations Committee
Ponders Havana Radio Treaty

WASHINGTON, May 21.—Havana radio
agreement is reported already before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
along with letters from the FCC, Secre-
tary of State and President ‘Roosevelt
relative to the merits of the agreement.
Confirmation cannot be had because
Senate Committee rules enforce secrecy
about treaties and foreign relations
correspondence,

Agreement was supposed to have
reached the committee last Wednesday,
but officials will not state anything be-
yond the existence of some papers from
the State Department which are to be
considered by the committee next
Wednesday after which a report to the
Senate will be made. Until this report
is made, the “papers” will not be made
public, committee members said.

Part of the work done at Havana was
not in treaty form and adherence to
terms of a “gentlemen’s agreement” will
have to be in the form of domestic laws.
Indicating some action along this line
last week, the Interstate Commerce Com-
mittee revealed that it had received from
the PCC a request to amend the present
communications act. This amendment
would standardize the frequencies used
by diathermic machines used by doctors
and hospitals in the treatment of pa-
tients.
registered against the interference from
diathermic machines as they radiate on
the high frequencies. And the industry
is already moving into the ultra-high

\bands disturbed by the medico’s ma-
chines. Havana group agreed to stand-
ardize equipment on diathermic ma-
chines, but most of the work appears to
be up to Uncle Sam because most of the
hospital machines are made in this
country. European machines can only
be controlled thru import regulations

At Havana much complaint was’

by the various countries participating.
It is understood that most South Ameri-
can countries have already limited the
lypes of machines or are planning to,
and further importation of the banned
contraptions will be stopped until their
operating frequencies are standardized
to reduce interference.

Broadcasting phases of the Havana
agreement are all in treaty form, it is
believed, and ratification by the Senate
is mnecessary for American adherence.
According to best informed opinion, the
treaty will be passed in short order by
the Senate and from there on it will
be up to the FCC to regulate the domes=~
tic industry within the bounds of the
agreement.

Following the publication of the Bald-
win report fo the NAB, fears were ex-
pressed about the conditions of the
Havana agreement and it was believed
that its terms would give the networks
all of the clear channels to crystallize a
monopoly. Opposition from smaller sta-
tions was feared in official quarters and
delay after delay was created to post-
pone action on the agreement until a
more favorable time.

It is thought now that the commission
has built up enough confidence of its
trust-busting ideas in the minds of the
senators and the public that terms of
the Havana agreement will be left to the
devices of the FCC for enforcement.
Wide latitude is clalmed by the com-
mission in interpreting the terms of the
Havana agreement to best suit the needs
of the United States. If superpower is
necessary the commission can grant
numbers of such licenses, but it is be-
lieved now that the FCC will limit power
to 50 kw., which will not alter the terms
of the Havana agreement in any way.

Current Program Comment

This column is devoted to brief reviews of programs which have been on the air

for some time, as well as shows, which,

already reviewed, rate further mention.

Basis is that a one-time program review is inadequate for a production that varies

each time it is presented.

The DuPont show on the CBS net-
work Wednesday night .at 8, Cavaglcade
of America, has managed to maintain

ishing touches on a new portable sound-
effects system. . ., Harvey Harding,
singing organist, inaugurated a new
series of twice-weekly broadcasts over
Columbia Pacific network stations this
week. . . . Virginia Fallon recently joined
staff of WCKY, Cincinnati, as secretary
to Mendel Jones, program director. For-
merly secretary to Frank Smith, one-
time sales director for WLW.

Twelve of Cincinnati’'s erack auto
salesmen competed in a contest at
WCKY studios this week. Each had
two minutes to tell why his car was
the “best buy.” Listeners vote, with
the deadline early next week. . .
Bob Arnold, singing on KSL, Salt
Lake City, is finishing a course in
law at University of Utah. ... Ann
Fullerton Day, blond canary, now
doing a series of Sunday evening
serenades over WPAY. Scotty Rose,
featured vocalist on the station, now
has two piano accompanists, Dottie
Page and Frank Dusenbury.

Earl Smith, pioneer in radio in
New Orleans, has resigned as chief
announcer at WDSU, replaced by
Gene Sommers. WDSU has acquired
24-hour United Press teletype serv-
ice, while Transradio changes over
to WSMB. ... Thursday marked the
laying of the first steel on building
of mew 50,000-watt transmitier for
WWL, Loyola station, on shores of
Lake Pontchartrain at intersection
of Kenner-Hammond highway.
Wilby Theater Circuit puts WSGN
at Birmingham in “doghouse” for
charging of 10 to 25-cent admissions
to station’s Sunday afternoon vari-
ety show at a night club. Circult
has not come out with formal com-
plaint but threatens to retaliate
with station’s competition to thea-
ters’ afternoon show peak by ban-
ning personal appearance of film
stars. . Louis Reid appointed di-
rector o/ merchandising at WWL,
new position.

its high production standard and air of
distinguished impressiveness week after
week since its inception several years
ago. Altho the scripts are not ocutstand-
ing from the standpoint of writing or
presentation, aura of class surrounds the
program because of the subjects, mostly
historical. Importance and power of the
sponsor are also factors in raising what
might otherwise be a stock dramatic
sketch to a position among the elite of
radio’s evening shows.

Highlights , of the life of Benjamin
Franklin, styled on the program “the
first citizen of the Cavalcade of America,”
were presented on last week’s broad-
cast (18), and done with the eclat which
has come to be the hallmark of these
shows. TFollowing the sketch, Irenee
duPont, vice-chairman of the hboard of
directors, lent a little more tone to the
proceedings by speaking about Frank-
lin, linking his wscientific work to the
early history of the DuPont chemical
products. Blurb was far too long and
quickly forgot about Franklin in favor
of the DuPonts.

Don Voorhees still has the music-
making assignment and handles it as
well as ever.

The Escorts and Betty, ripe for a
commercial, are still doing a sustainer
on WEAF. Team is a three man-one girl
singing quartet and has enough mozxie
to hold down an afternoon quarter-hour
commercial easily. Girl clicks better
than the men, and her tonal quality
generally raises the level of the offering.
May be smart arranging. Tunes chosen
cover a wide range, including swing,
ballad and novelty.

Reginald Stewar$ conducted the Toron-
to Symphony Orchestra smoothly and
intelligently for a concert broadcast

" Thursday (19) over NBC Blue. Choice

of numbers was varied and the only fly
in the ointment was the work of the
soloist, Marjorie Lawrence, of the Met.
Miss Lawrence displayed a voice as hare*
as a sword blade, and in a long and dui.
hunk of Wagnerian caterwauling in-
dulged in some high and fancy hooting.
Ork, tho, is good.



May 28, 1938

MUsIC

Conducted by M. H. ORODENKER—Communications to 1564 Broadway, New York City

11

—
—=

The Billboard

Foster Sues on Back
Salary and Commish

DALLAS, May 21.—Frank Foster, for-
merly associated with the local office of
Consolidated Radio Artists, brought suit
against the home office over a disagree-
ment on salary reduction which the
management put into effect while Foster
was its Dallas manager. Suit, filed in
local court this week, is for back salary,
a percentage of bookings and transpor-
tation to Hollywood, which Foster claims
the management owes him.

Foster, setting up his own booking
office here. is handling Glen Gray’s one-
nighters in this territory for Rockwell-
O’Keeke. Also reps Count Bulowski,
Jack Tracy, Wally Guest, Archie Bleyer,
Tommy Melton, and is routing Paul Tre-
maine, Charlie Boulanger and Phil
Emerton for Paul Wimbish thru his
Southwestern ballroom circuit.

Single Admish for
Two Terp Taverns

APPLETON, Wis,, May 21, — Cooney
Esler opened his Waverly Beach Ball-
room this week for week-end dancing,
using lesser known travelihg bands. Al=
so operates the Nitingale dansant at
Kaukauna near herg, and stub holders at
either spot can migrate from one hall to
the other during the same evening.

Charles Maloney, ballroom operator at
Oshkosh, unshuttered the Cinderella
there, and Eweco Park, three miles south
of Oshkosh at Lake Winnebago. Park
emporium uses barnstorming bands on
Friday and Sunday, the Cinderella Sun-
days only. At Crystal Lake, Wis., Charles
L. Pfrang started his season at TLauer’s
Tavern this week.

Jubilesta a Joy to Bands

KANSAS CITY, Mo., May 21.—The pos-
sibility that five of the nation’s top
hame bands would play again at the
Jubilesta in the Municipal Auditorium
seemed assured today following a meet-
ing of representatives of the Chamber of
Commerce, Hotel Men's Association and
merchants’ group at Hotel Muehlebach.
Last fall Benny Goodman, Isham Jones,
Wayne King, Buddy Rogers and Eddy
Duchin were here for the nine-day fes-
tival, along with stars of pix and vaude.
Decision to hold a third annual Jubi-
lesta was made and dates tentatively set
for September 15 to 25 by the commit-
tees. William Stein and Lew Wasser-
man, of Music Corp. of America, bogked
all last year’s attractions, reputed to
have totaled more than $65,000.

Kaycee Kids Pick BG

KANSAS CITY, Mo., May 21.—As far
as Kansas City high-school kids gre con-
cerned, the harder and higher a band
swings the better it is. That was shown
here this week when editors of all local
high-school newspapers, replying +to
queries sent out by Dave Dexter, Jour-
nal-Post writer, overwhelmingly nomi-
nated Benny Goodman favorite of their
schools. Tommy Dorsey ranked second,
and Bing Crosby and Martha Tilton were
rated fave singers,

In the breakdown swing led sweet syn-
copation by a 9 to 1 ratio. Les Copley
and Jack Russell, along with Joe
Sherer’s Aristocrats, were named tops of
local units. All three swing solidly.

Crest Gets Lake Call

LAKE HOPATCONG, N. J, May 21.—
Gill Crest is.slated for the season, start-
ing June 5, at Bertrand Island Park,
near here, Park, on the Jersey side of
the Hudson River, near New York City,
is managed by Louis Kraus. Band hails
from Ohio.

Shribman Signs Nye Mayh;ew

BOSTON, May 21—Nye Mayhew, re-
cently departed from Hotel Statler here,
signed with the Charles Shribman office
for a ticket running thru the sum-
mer, with options.” Calls for solo stands
at Shribman’s New England ballroom
circuit, college and club dates.

Note

Listing of “Songs With Most Radio Plugs”
will be found in the Radio section.

Union Unfair to Drummers

DETROIT, May 21.—It'll make a
difference hereafter if the booking
contractor on a dance date has a too-
tler setting the tempo while standing
up or sitting down. New ruling in-
stituted by the musicians’ union,
Local 5, states that if a member of
an ork stands up in front of the band
while playing, such tootler shall be
considered the leader for that date
and is entitled to the leader’s share
of the contractor’s extra.

Employer Status of
Musicians Defined

PHILADELPHIA, May 21.— Orchestra
leaders who employ their musicians on
a contractual basis are employers, but
musicians who gather a few others
together to play for a single dance or
party cannot be placed in the same
category.

This ruling was made this ‘week by
M. Herbert Syme, counsel for the State
Unemployment Compensation Board,
after William Klaiss, local musician, had
appealed from a decision of the board
which classified him as an employer and
subject to the Unemployment Compen-
sation tax.

Klaiss claimed that he was employed
as an organist two nights a week at a
theater and once or twice a month
gathered some musicians to play a club
date. Syme held that Klaiss was mot
an employer under the terms of the
State law.

Bands for Film Fillers

DALLAS. May 21.-——One-reel movie
shorts featuring name bands will be made
by Vitaphone as part of its new season
line-up, it was announced at the Warner
convention here this week. Series of 18,
called Melody Master, include thus far
Clyde McCoy, Jimmy Dorsey, Larry Clin-
ton, Louis Prima, Rubinoff, Dave Apollon,
Clyde Lucas, Saturday Night Swing Club,
Ray Kinney, Blue Barron, Happy Felton
and Rita Rio.

Kemp’s Southern Swing

NEW YORK, May 21.—Starting June 1,
Hal Kemp treks southward for 10 days
of college stints, leading off with North
Carolina. State College and following
with U. of North Carolina, Staunton
Military Academy, U. of Richmond,
Washington and Lee, William and Mary
and University of Virginia. Plays his
radio commercial from the Richmond
canmipus. One-nights it back, closing tour
at Atlantic City’s Steel Pier July 3 to 5.
Band locates next night at Astor Roof,
replacing Rudy Vallee.

Park Band Gets an AFM-er

DALLAS, May 21~To overcome oOb-
jections of the local musicians’ union
the Dallas Park Board agreed this week
to employ one union member as as-
sistant director of the federal music
project orchestra which will play a series
of free concerts at Fair Park band shell
this summer. Paul Harris, local maestro,
grabbed the assistant’s job. Luther
Davis, supervisor of the music project,
is in charge of the concerts.

Kirk Oke on Sabbath Date

LINCOLN, Neb., May 21.--~Andy Kirk,
playing the Turnpike Casino here, lured
about %450 at the gate. Not bad for a
Sunday night.

Coast Dance Men Make Demands
On Union To Better Conditions

Group seeks pit men for

pic houses—AFM-.sponsored

radio programs to fight canned music—seek to restore

tax cut on traveling orks

@ ,
LOS ANGELES, May 21 —First meeting of a group of dance men and younger
musicians of Local 47, who are dissatisfied with present conditions in the union,

brought no open attacks against the administration.

Still it was evident that

the group means business, and, unlike most factions in the past who tried to
force thru legislation, this clique seems composed of level-headed membgrs who
wish to effect changes for thesbenefit of the majority. One of the main po;nts was
the establishment of grievance committees to go directly o union officials and

iron out any and all difficulties en-
countered by the dance men. And to see
that action is taken immediately.

The relations of musicians with thea-
ters and studios was brought up, with
a resolution proposed to the national
convention that pic studios employ live
orks in theaters. Assumption is that
most film houses are controlled by the
studios.

Production of AFM-sponsored radio
programs on a nation-wide scale to sell
the public on the idea of live music
and gradually wean it away from the
idea that “canned music” is Just as
good was suggested.

Upping the tax on traveling bands is
another item the faction is fighting for.
Present tax was sliced from 331/3 per
cent to a straight 10 per cent on incom-
ing orks., The group wants resortation
of the levy, claiming the agencies
brought pressure to bear and had the
tax cut in the first place. However,
members concede that delegates from
small towns to the national convention
will fight any attempt to up the travel-
ing tax, figuring that small towners’
only chance for recognition is with trav-
eling orks.

Another thorn this faction is trying
to pull out is the present ruling re-
stricting a band leader from soliciting
big unless current ork is on its notice.

Good Gates for Kaye and
Jones on Vermont Stands

BURLINGTON, Vt., May 21.—Sammy
Kaye brought out a crowd of almost 800
couples at a ticket take of $2.20 per
couple, about the highest tariff ever
charged here, for the opening of Bay-
side Pavilion, Vermont’s largest outdoor
dance palace. Attendance, while not
approaching record for this spot, was
exceptionally good considering that the
thermometer was hovering around freez-
ing.
At the Uriversity of Vermont Isham
Jones, playing the annual Junior Prom,
proved a good draw with an attendance
of about 1,000, or nearly half the total
enrollment of the school. Stubs sold at
$10 per couple.

Summer Resoris in North
Calif. Dicker for Bands

SAN FRANCISCO, May 21 —Northern
California summer resorts have started
dickering for dance bands. First local
unit set for resort job is Jack Martin,
signed for Boyes’ Springs. Guerneville
Bowl, on the Russian River, will bring
in a dance band, probably Lenny Repose,
for four weeks, starting June 1. Capi-
tola-by-the-Sea, society rendezvous at
Santa Cruz, will use a string of bands
extending over a 12.week period. Con-
solidated Radio Artists booking exclu-
sively but not ready to announce units.

Petrillo Takes His Medicine
But No Scribes for a Chaser

CHICAGO, May 21.—~James C. Petrillo,
local music mogul, has finally closed
his door to the press and like that mem-
ber of Disney’s Three Little Pigs opened
it again only to jerk in the “welcome”
mat which was always there for the
scribes.

Cry of “wolf” which caused Petrillo
to ban all' newspaper men from his
sanctum was AFM prez Joseph Weber's
public blast against Petrillo criticizing
him for glorifying his own accomplish-
ments. Altho Petrillo never had any-
thing but & good word for Weber, the

two had frequent disagreements in
matters of union policy and tactics em-
ployed. Petrillo’s mistake, which he has
evidently now seen for himself, was in
copping off credit publicly for his union
activities rather than leaving that praise
to come spontaneously from his mem-
bers and fellow union officials.

The Billboard correspondent, on call-
ing for a statement, walked out with a
“hell, no!” He then grabbed for the
door and his parting comment was, “you
didn’t even see me.” Since then Petrillo
has not seen or even talked on the
phone to any publication,

They claim this allows the agency reps
plenty of leeway to talk to spot man-
agers on traveling bands and eliminates
the free-lance band leader from com-
petition. They suggest either clamp
down on the agencies or throw the thing
wide open. Also claim officials have
not made concerted effort to line up
other trade unions to support AFM in
event of labor disputes.

NEW YORK, May 21.—Agreement was
reached this week in Hollywood between
producers and musicians’ union, where-
by the practice of dubbing recorded
music on features and shorts, prevalent
mostly ameng indie companies and in
the Class B field, will be stopped, pact
becoming effective May 23. Music now
will be recorded specifically for each
film and the sound track will be
stamped for use only in the pic for which
it is intended. This applies to all studio
recorded music and to every type of film
production with one exception. News-
reels have been excluded from the agree-
ment due to the time limitations in-
volved in their preparation.

Joe Weber will pull the musicians out
of any studio guilty of violation of the
pact, and it has been made a condition
of employment for all union men that
hereafter they will not be allowed to ac-
cept work from any producer not sub-
scribing to the agreement. A 20 per
cent increase in studlo musician em-
ployment is expected as a result of the
new measure. Negotiations to increase
jobs for picture-house musicians will be
started in the fall.

Krupa Gets $5,000
For Theater Tour

NEW -YORK, May 21.—Arthur T.
Michaud announces 2 heavy theater
schedule for Gene Krupa, the jaunt
calling for $5,000 weekly. Sum is plenty
for an established ork, but for a new and
practically untried outfit it’s phenom-
enal.

Opens June 10 at the Earle, Philadel=-
phia, after a string of one-nighters fol-
lowing his fade-out at Philly’s Arcadia-
International. June 17 finds the band
at the Earle, Washington, with the
Pittsburgh Stanley and the Detroit Fox
listed for July 1 and 8, respectively.
After a week in either Chicago or Indi-
anapolis, swingsters one-night it back
East, Jocating either at Steel Pier, At-
lantic City, or the Hippodrome, Balti-
more. New York Paramount is skedded
for two weeks starting August 10.

Another Michaud-managed band, Bun-
ny Berigan, comes off the road in July
to do a repeat at the Stanley, Pittsburgh,
with the July 15 week set aside for the
Fox, Detroit. In August, Berigan plays
the Earle, Washington, and a week stand
at Steel Pier and Manhattan Beach here.
Possibility ork may go into Boston’s
Ritz Hotel later in the summer.

Buhl’s Band Carries On

LINCOLN, Neb., May 21~~—Wally Wal=
lace has been assigned as leader of the
orchestra fofmerly headed by Glen Buhl,
who died last week from an injury re-
ceived eight years ago while playing
football. First date for the band under
the new name was the Chermot, Omaha,

Heller’s Dream Comes True

PITTSBURGH, May 21.—Jackie Heller
informed home-town friends that his
lifelong ambition to lead a dance band
has been realized. He’s now at St. Paul’s
Hotel Lowry, booked by Rockwelle
O’Keefe, and hopes to play a Pittsburgh
spot in the autumn,
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By M. H. ORODENKER

In a Classical Mood
T HOME with his swing followers,
BENNY GOODMAN harbors an in-
tense desire to convert concert-goers to
the cat's camp . . . and with the sym-
phony orks moving to the outdoor sta-
diums, Benny is making every cffort to
meet the dates left open for him by the
philharmonic societies . . . already the
call has come from Robin Hood Dell,
Philadelphia; the Griffin Foundation,
Newark, N.-J., and the Concert Agency,
Montreal . . . whenever and wherever pos-
sible, Benny will show no partiality be-
tween concert hall and ballroom . .
and as pillared previously, his guestar-
ring with the New York Philharmonic

next season is practically a date.

* * * *

Broadway Beachcombing

RUSS MORGAN will make his first
Gotham stand at the Paradise, provid-
ing he can cancel that string of one-
nighters . . . in the meantime, Nicky
Blair's boite fills in with GLEN MILL-~
ER'S pick-up crew of eight, and LIONEL
RAND for the relief and show music . ..
there is also a strong possibility that
WINGY MANNONE won’t get the Hick-
ory House call after all. . . . JOE MAR-
SALA, leaving June 21, may plane it to
Chicago to bring in a band. of his own
choosings to fill the summer months for
him . .. in the meantime Wingy locates
at the El Rancho Club, Chester, Pa. . ..
BOB SYLVESTER has taken on CHAR-
LIE BUSH as his personal rep. . .. Bush
also handles JOE HAYMES, . . . JOHN-
NY MESSNER at: Hotel McAlpin now
flles a Music Corp. of America banner,
as does VAL ERNIE, who goes into
Atlantic City’s Ritz-Carlton Hotel next
month. . . . CHIP DECKER, out of the
limelight for some years, is back in the
biz with a “swinging sextet.”

* L3 * *

All Points South

Surf Beach Club, Virginia Beach, will
be serviced by MCA this summer. . . .
ART KASSEL tees off May 28, JIMMY
JOY follows, June 25; SAMMY KAYE
comes in July 23, and LEIGHTON
NOBLE finishes out. . . . JOHNNY LONG
opens May 28 at the same beach for
MCA, locating at the Cavalier Beach
Club. . . . T. E. MAXEY, manager of
that resort’s Ocean Casino, is buying
CRA. bands for his boardwalk ballroom.
... JOE HAYMES starts off May 28,
MIKE RILEY takes over June 17. REG-
GIE CHILDS, July 2; CHARLIE BAR-
NET, July 23, and BARNEY RAPP. Au-
gust 8. . . . Ocean Casino deal gives
CRA two spots at Virginia Beach this
summer, having set, LANG THOMPSON
to open May 30 at the new Terrace
Beach Club. . . . Gypsy Village, Louis-
ville, gets RUDY BUNDY June 3-5 and
CHARLES STENROSS June 10-12. . . .
KARSON'S MUSICALES, cocktail combo,
opens May 27 for a monther at Louis-
ville’s Kentucky Hotel. ... JACK WARD-~
LAW plays the Finals at the Norfolk

JERE SALISBURY Presents The

“Music At Its Best”
ON TOUR.
Dir: Consolidated Radio Artists, Inec,

oty

“The Smiling Maestro Is on
the Air.”’
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AND HIS
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PLAYLAND, Rys, N. Y.
Broadcasting Over WOR Mutual Net-

work Five Times Weekly.

Direction:
CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, INC,,
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y.

Clieet-Music Leaders

(Week Ending May 21)

Sales of music by the Maurice
Richmond Music Corp., Inc., are not
included, due to the exclusive selling
agreement with a number of pub-
lishers., Acknowledgment is made to
Mayer Music Corp., Music Sales Corp.
and Ashley Music Supply Co., of New
York; Lyon & Healy; Carl Fischer,
Inc.; Gamble Hinged Music Co. and
Western Book and Stationery Co., of
Chicago.

Position
Last Wk. This Wk.

1 1. Love Walked In

3 2. Cry, Baby, Cry

4 3. Please Be Kind f

2 4. Ti-Pi-Tin

5 5. Heigh Ho

I 6. | Love To Whistle

" 7. Don’t Be That Way

1n 8. At a Perfume Counter

6 S. Goodnight, Angel

8 10. On the Sentimental Side
10 11. You Couldn’t Be Cuter

S 12..Whistle While You Work

o 13. Cathedral - 'in the Pines

L% 14. The Girl irf the Bonnet oft Blue
15 . 15. Some Day My Prince Will

Come

division of William and Mary College
June 14. . .. VERNON STATHAM starts
the Saturday night dancing this week at
Cascade Casino, Birmingham, Ala.
* ® * -
Gotham Gab

RVING MILLS gets back from the

Coast this week. . . . NED WILLIAMS
going in advance of CAB CALLOWAY’S
Minneapolis and Kansas City theater
dates and then vacations where the grass
grows greener. . . . Roseland Ballroom
dates NORVO-BAILEY for May 25 and
GENE KRUPA for June 8. . .. BENNY
GOODMAN hi-lites the swing fiesta
June 12 at Madison Square Garden,
sponsored by the Los Angeles Sanitari-
um . . . previous night finds Goodman
in Newark playing a Hebrew Charity
concert. . . . CHARLES E. GREEN, CRA
prexy, took in a fast biz trip to Chlcago
last week. . . . COUNT BASIE takes in
the June 22 week at the Savoy, includ-
ing another battle of music with CHICK
WEBB. ... DUKE ELLINGTON takes to
the theaters upon leaving the Cotton
Club next week . . . currently concen-
trating on colored talent, JOE GLASER
plans to add white bands and artists to

his personal rep roster.
* * * *

Rhythm Round-Up

EDDIE BARRY, pianist with Raye and
Naldi, Rainbow Room terp twain, steps
out with his own band of 10 June 10 at
Scaroon Manor, Schroon Lake, N. Y. ...
LEE ELLIOTT locates at Green Gables,
Hazleton, Pa. . Hunt’s Ocean Pler,
Wildwood, N. J., starts season with
ISHAM JONES for May 28 and JIMMY
DORSEY the 29th. . . . LUKE RILEY,
staff leader at WJAS, Pittsburgh, will
fill his July-August vacash at either
Idora Park, Youngstown, O. or Walda-
meer Park, Erie, Pa. . . ANTHONY
CANDELORI, WFIL studio maestro in
Philadelphia, fills his summer spell at
an Atlantic City hostelry. . . . JIMMY
PEYTON plans to linger the summer
thru at Pittsburgh’s Plaza Cafe.

* * * o

Platter Chatter

ITH BING CROSBY crooning the
classiecs for Decca with a choir for
the musical accomps, LOUIS ARM-
STRONG will cut the same pattern for
the same label on these shores .. . but
while Bing voices ’em straight, satchmo
will disk ’em swinglike. . . . Just when
ARTIE SHAW 1is making his syncos
count most, Victor grabs him away from
Brunswick. . . . HORACE HEIDT'S pic
and moniker dominates the Brunswick
label for Dust, a screen song from Re-
public’s Under Western Stars . . . which
is a smart plece of platter merchandis~
ing all around, especially since HERB
YATES, recording company’s prexy, also
heads Republic pictures . . . the disks
have another diamond in the Teddy
Bunn-O'Neil Spencer adaptation of a
Harlem gutteral making the rounds at
the swing dens, Flat Foot Flooje With
Her Floy, Floy . . . the catchwords are
contagious and all the recording bands
are hopping on it

* % # *

From All Points
LOU GRAVEL lccates at Chez Ernest,
Three Rivers, Quc., alring nightly via
CHLN. KNIGHTS OF RHYTHM
strollers start this week at Abraham
Lincoln Hotel, Springfield, I1l. . . . HOT
LIPS PAGE opens May 28 at the Planta-
tion Club in Gotham’s Harlem. A
reports are right, agents scouting for a
coming colored combo might once-over
EDDIE SMITH’S youngsters in Chicago.
. EDDY MAYEHOFF opens this week
at New York’s Governor Clinton Hotel,
and Little Old New York cabaret brings
in TEDDY LANG. . JON ROGERS
starts a summer run this week at
Bracker’s Country Club, City Island,
Westchester, N. Y.

* * ® *

Notes Off the Cuff

JIMMY JOY playing club dates around
Chicago before opening at the Meadow-

NILTMORE
JOY'S orcuestra

Currently LA SALLE HOTEL, Chicago
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, INC.

e BOB KU SE ey

AND HIS

MINUET Svivé

— ORCHESTRA —
__Address: THE BILLBOARD, Box 873,
1564 Broadway, New York Clty,

AND HIS ORCHESTRA

currently
VAN CLEVE HOTEL, Dayton, Ohio.
Mgt.: ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE, INC.

brook Country Club, St. Louis, next
month . . . JACK CRAWFORD remains
at Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, until
June 4 . LOU CLANCY located at
Southern Dinner Club, ‘Shreveport, La.
J . JERRY GILBERT makes a return
trip to Edgewater Gulf Hotel, Gulfport,

Miss., starting May 28 . . TOMMY
ROSIN carries on for a fifth year at
Wisteria Gardens, Atlanta JACK

KURTZE takes his Three Rollickers for
a monther at Cavalier Inn, La Crosse,
Wis. closing an 18-week run at
Club Joy, Lexington, Ky.,, LOREN
TOWNE opens this week for the summer
at Joyland Casino . LILLY THE
LILTER lisps that the girls in Africa go
around with every Tom-tom, Dick and
Harry . . . and so we send our cuffs to
the cleaners.

Rita Rio To Front Males

CHICAGO, May 21.—Rita Rio, who has
been fronting an all-girl band, will turn
a Phil Spitalny trick next season for
Consolidated Radio Artists, leading an

all-male ork. Outfit will have a line-up
of 22 persons, including a singing octet.
California Varsity Eight will probably
fill the latter spot.

»*
* a0 CRARDS

Oh! Boy! They're Knockouts! Newest Orchestra
Four Flashy Colors; 200 14x22 Window
Cards, 89 00; 1,000 Paper same, $14.00; 9 %x22
in. Cards, 200, 885 1,000 Paper, same, $12.0
Cash with order. Speciel Bills engraved to order,
$12.00 up. Wire your order NOW, or write for
samples. New Date Book and Price List.

CENTRAL SHOW PRINTING CO.

MASON CITY, IA.

Road Man familiar with selling orchestras to
represent bands familiar to most operators thru

constant publicity in past four years. Must
bave car and be high powered. Splendid op-
portunity for ambitious salesman. ‘Write or

call CORBA, Music Hall, Cincinnatl.

*

slzes, priced right.

HEADQUARTERS for SOUND SYSTEMS —=r—rmmmrmmom

WEBSTER -

5622 Bloomingdale ‘Ave., Chicago, il

@ Manufacturers of complete sound systems and public address equipment of all types and
Manufactured under llcense arrangements with Electrical Research
Products, Inc., subsldlary of Western Electric Co., Inc. and American Telephone and Telegraph Co.

New low-cost moblle system of 18 watts power Just announced,

CHICAGDO  *x

. Wrlte for Catalog. {
|
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Scott Runs Short
On Screwy Titles

MHYSTERY outfit calling itself the

Music Advisory Board has been
sending out literature telling of its
ability to pick hit tunes and making

predictions anent current published
ones. MAB letterheads carry no ad-
dress, and notes themselves haven’s

much point, unless it’s all a nice p. a.
stunt for some band leader. . . . Sam
Pokrass, 20th Century-Fox tunesmith,
left for the Coast this week after a
Manhattan vacation. Will score The
Three Musketeers. . . . E. Melton, South
Carolina’s poet laureate, collabbed with
Jack Wardlaw, batoneer, on Lost in a
Dream. . . . Raymond Scott’s evidently
run oui of wacky titles for ‘his compos.
He’s arranged with Consolidated Edison’s
WEAF show, New York on Parade, to
conduct a contest to name his latest
effort. Mark Warnow played the tune
last night (20), and three cash prizes
go to the winners.

George Austin starts his new music
pub with Could It Be Love? Also ready-
ing I Want ¢ Maen and Kisses in the
Night. . . . Having completed his mu-
sical cdnvas, Portruit of a Pretzel, Joe
Myerow, of Mills Music, has confined his
cleffing to Silhouette of a Sardine.

Halstead Hits High in K. C.

KANSAS CITY, Mo., May 21.—Henry
{Hank) Halstead proved a surprise draw
at Will Wittig’s Pla-Mor Ballroom Satur-
day night when he grossed a neat $1,200
at the box office cn his only one-night
stand here this season. Henry Busse,
playing the week before, also took in
$1,200 for a pleasant date at the tail-end
of the indoor ballroom season. Wittig
will keep his spot open until June 1.
No more name bands have been booked,
local traveling units filling in until the
doors close for the summer.

Husk O’Hare Leaves
Ruhl on the Loose

CHICAGO, May 21.~Tempest in a tea-
pot had Husk O'Hare, former band lead-
er; the Interstate Ork Exchange, of
Winona, Minn,; Warney Ruhl’s Band,
and the musicians’ union here in a con-
siderable dither over the cancellation of
some 30 or 40 one-night dates thru
Northwest territory. Ruhl had con-
tracted with Interstate to play the dates,
booking on basis that the front man
would be O'Hare. After deals were
closed O’'Hare took over the Cocoanut
Grove here, turned it into a ballroom
and is now operating the place, claim-
ing that when he left CRA last January
he quit being a band man. Admits en-
tering into the contract with Interstate,
but canceled when chance to operate the
Grove came up.

Ruhl and Interstate went to the union
here, but Eddie Benkert, representing
the latter, claimed amicable cancellation
was the only thing to be done. This
was accomplished in most of the spots,
with Interstate going to R-O’'K and lin-
ing up Maurice Sherman and Tweet
Hogan as replacements and Ruhl left
holding .the bag.

Perkins Perks Up Dansant

BUCKEYE LAKE, O, May 21.—Lake
Breeze Pier, local dance pavilion, has
been remodeled. New band stand, light-
ing and refreshment stand installed, with
accommodations for 700 at the tables,
“Doc” Perkins, general manager, has an-
nounced. Ross Johnson has been ap-
pointed floor manager. Spot operates
week-ends wuntil the regular season
opens Memorial Day.

Anagnost To Operate Park

COLUMBUS, ., May 21.-—-The Grey-
stone, downtown dansant operated for
the past nine years by George Anagnost,
has closed for the summer. Anaghost
has gone to Zanesville, O., where he and
Walter Delscamps will operate Moxahala
Park this summer.

Noi-So-Royal King

PITTSBURGH, May 21, — Wayne
King almost lost his music union
card here while playing at the Stan-
ley when he was reported as having
told George LaRay, American Federa=-
tion of Actors agent, trying to check’
union affiliation of King’s singers,
that APA, ATFM, Petrillo and Weber
could all go to the spot people are
generally told to go in a hurry. La-
Ray hot-footed the tirade back to
Clair Meeder, Local 80 prexy, who in
turn phoned Weber in New York.
Speedy ultimatum by phone to King
from Manhattan was *join, or else.”

Bdsweﬂs Cﬂea;red on
Old Contract Breach

NEW ORLEANS, May 21.—A $7,300
breach of contract suit brought hete
three years ago against the Boswell Qis-
ters by a B4-year-old songwriter of this
clty was dismissed in civil district court
this week. John Davila charged that the
Boswells failed to carry out an oral
agreement to sing behind a screen as
accompaniment to a silent film in mo=
tion picture houses just before the talkie
era.

The Boswells “very definitely proved,”
the judge ruled, that at no time did
they obligate themselves to the plaintiff
in any way. Davila claimed that it was
this confract, broken after 238 perform-
ances in a local theater, which built up
a reputation for the Boswells that ulti-
mately led to national recognition,

PW for Gershwin Concert

NEW YORK, May 21.—Paul Whiteman
is set to ¢onduct the New York Philhar-
monic Orchestra, augmented by members
of his own aggregation, in a memorial
concert honoring George Gershwin July
11. Concert will be held at the Lewisohn
Stadium and will mark the first anni-
versary of the composer’s death.

No Island Call for

Garber This Summer

HOLLYWOOD, May 21 —Diversity of
reports from local band bookers makes -
prediction of future conditions here un-
certain. Some agencies report bands
easler to sell than this time last year,
while others claim a 20 per cent drop
in business. Preferences for' swing or
sweet music still divided, with both
types of orks selling according to locaw
tion.

Upset in booking has Roger Pryor in
at Catalina Island for a month, with
Dick Jergens set to follow for the sum-
mer, both bands booked by MCA. Marks
the first time in five years Jan Garber
hasn’t gotten the call for this spot dur-
ing the hot months, with no reason
given for the switch. ©Other recent
bookings fihd Ben Pollack at Hunting-
ton Beach’s new pavilion, and Casa
Loma set for the Palomar August 3.
Gray replaces Ben Pollock for the Burns
and Allen air show. Max Cochrane opens
at Domar’s Ballroom,  new Hermosa
Beach spot, booked by Jack Lee, of the
Mills office. :

Sarchet Shuiters Gardens

AKRON, Q. May 21.~—Fast Market
Gardens, downtown. ballroom here, for
many years operated by C. A. Sarchet,
former local amusement park operator,
has suspended operations for the sum-
mer. Dansant has been operating three
nights weekly since last fall, playing
names occasionally. Sarchet plans to
reopen the Gardens early next fall. He
is undecided as to plans for the sum-
mer,

GRAY GORDOR

AND HIS.
TIC TOC RHYTHM
Now Playing
ORIENTAL THEATER,
Chicago.
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, fne.

excellent reviews. .
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¥
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(Routes are for current week when no dates
are given.)

A

Abbott, Dick: (Statler) Boston, h.

Adeock, Jack: (Manoa Inn) Manoa, Pa, nc.

Agnew, Charlie: (Bill Green’s) Pittsburgl, nc.

Alberto, Don: (El Chico) NYC, nc.

Alexanger, Joe: (To-Jo-Farms) Detroit, nc.

Allen, Dick: (ENB Club) Akron, nc.

Anderson, Kenny: {Varsity Inn) Athens, O,

Anderson & Balli; (Lorraine) Madison,
Wis,, h.

Angelos: (Bertolottl’s) NYC, re.

Apollon, Al: (Chalfonte) Pinehurst, N. C,, h.

Armstead, Charlie; (Dells) Lake Lansing,
Lansing, Mich.; b.

Arseth: (Bismarck) Chi, h.

Austin, Sid: (Laurels) Sackett Lake, N. ¥., cc.

Ali;v';ater, Fred: (Flamingo Club) Orlando,

a., NC.

Baine, Jack: (Desert) Spokane, Wash, h.
Baker, Fred: (Tropical Bar) Vero Beach, Fla.,

ne.

Barber, Hal: (Parody Club) Chi, nc.

Bardo, Bill: (Adolphus) Dallas, Tex., h,
Barrett, Hughie: (Tavern-on-the-Green) NYC,

re.
Barron, Blue: (Edison) NYC, h,
Bavarians, Three: (Utah) Salt Lake City, h.
Bell, Bob: Miami, Fla.
Benson, Ray: {Stork Club) NYC, ne.
Berdun, Hal: (Commodore Perry) Toledo,
O, h.
Bergere, Maximillan: (Versailles) NYC, re.
Berkeley, Duke: (Honkey-Dory) Stamford,
Conn.. ne.
Berry, Art:
Black, Bob:
Block, Bert:
ne.
Bonick, Lewis: (Club Mayfair) Boston, nc.
Boroff, Misch: (Chi-Ami-Chatean) Mountain-
side, N. J., re.
Borr, Mischa: (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h.
Bowman, Charley: (Wivel) NYC, re,
Bradfield, Jimmy: (Plaza) Kansas city, Mo.,

(Claypool) Indianapolis, h.
(Pere Marquette) Peorla, I, h,
(Bill Green’s Casino) Pittsburgh,

ne.

Braslow, Irv: (Stamp’s) Phila, nc.

Brewer, Teddy: (Robert E. Lee) Winston-
Salem, N. C,, h.

Breese, Lew: (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.

Brierley, Earle: (Club Cinderella) Denver,
Colo,, ne. i

Brinckley, Charles: (Log Cabin) Aurora, 1.,
nc.

Brooks, Tiny: (De Lisa) Chi, re.

Brown, Emerson: (Black Cat) NYC, re.

Brunesco, Jan: (Jack Dempsey’'s) NYC, re,

Bryant, Willle: (Savoy) Chi, b.

Burke, Clarence: (Garden) White Plalns,

N. Y., re.
Burkarth, Johnny: (Casa Madrid) Louisville,

nc.
C
Caney Sextet: (Havana Madrid) NYC, nec.
Capeilo, Joe: (Jimmy Kelly’s) NYC, uc.
Capra, Jimmy: (Belvedere)} Hot Springs, Ark.,
c.

ne.
Carlson, Bill: (Trianon) Chi

, b. b
Carlyn, Tommy: (Peyton’s) Steubenville, O.,

ne.
Carroll, Lou: (Village Brewery) NYC, nc.
Carroll, Frank: (Unionport Restaurant and

Cabaret) Bronx, NYC.

casey, Ken: (Half Moon) Coney Island,
NS W

Casson, Delmar: (Tally-Ho Club) Dayton, o.,
ne. .

Chanslor, Hal: (Omar’s Dome) Los Angeles,

ne.
Childs, Reggie: (Playland) Rye, N. ¥, D.
Clinton, Larry: (Glen Island Casino) Glen
Island, N. Y., ro.
Codolban, Cornelius: (St. Regis) NYC, h.
Coleman, Emijl: (Pierre) NYC, h.
Continentals: (Cafe Continental) NYC, re.
Contreras, Manuel: (Lawrence) Erie, Pa. h.
Coppola, Ray: (Hollywood Casino) Warwick,
R. I, nc.
Cornelius, Paul: (Showboat) St. Louis, nc.
Cornwell, Frank: (Bordewick's) Bronx, N. Y.,

ne.
Correa, Eric: (Babette’s) Atlantic City, N. J.,

ne.
Corsi, George: (Pla-Mor) Cedar Rapids, Ia., b.
Costello, Charles: (Commodeore) Detroit, nc.
Covato, Etzi: (Itallan Garden) Pittsburgh, nc.
Crawford, Dick: (Dreamland Inn) Superior,
Wis., h.

Crawford, Jack: (Kennywood Park) Pitts-
burgh, ne.
Crocker, Mel: (Kenny-Mara) Bridgeport, O.,

nc.

Crosby, Bob: (Blackhawk) Chi, h.
Cugat, Xavier: (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h.
Cullom, Red: (Silver Moon) Gallup, N. M, nc.
Cummins, Buddy: (Garden Tap Room) NYGC,

ne.
Cutler, Ben: (Rainbow Grill) NYC, nc.
D

Dalziel, Jack: (Durant’s) Lake City, 8. C., nc.
Darrell, Pat: (Wonder Bar) Zanesville, O, nc.
Daﬂley, Arthur: (Villepigue’s) Sheepshead Bay,

. 1., Te.
Davis, Eddie: (LaRue) NYO, re.
Davis, Johnny: (Miami Club) Milwaukee, nc.
Davis, Fess: (House of Jacques) Oklahoma
City, Okla.. nc.
Davidson, Davey: (Blue Moon) Milwaukee, c.
DeArmond, Henry: (Kin Wah Lo’s) Toledo,

ne.

De Carlos, Joe: (Happy’s Cabaret) Glendale,
L. I, ch.

De La Rosa, Oscar: (El Bongo) NYC, nc.

De Vera: (El Morocco) NYC, nc.

DeVodi, Don: (Ritz-Carlton) Boston, h.

Dixon, Dick: (Gloria Palast) NYC, nc.

Dolan, Bernie: (Glass Hat, Belmont Plaza)
NYC, h.

Donaljon Boys: (Lawrence) Erle, Pa., h,

Denny, Jack: (Bon Air) Chi, cc.

Diamond, Lew: (New Eden) La Grange, ., b.

Donahue, Al: (Rainbow Room) NYC, re.

Donath, Jeno: (Walton) Phila, h.

ABBREVIATIONS: a—auditorium;

ment park; ro—road house;
3

Following each lsting appears a symbol. Fill in the designalion cor-
responding to the symbol when addressing organizations or individuals listed.

cc—country club; h—hotel; mh—music hall; nc—night club; p—amuse=-
re—restaurant;

b—ballroom; c¢—cafe; cb—cabarets

s—showboat; t-theater,

Dooley, Phil; (Palmer House) Chi, h,
Downs, Evelyn: (Boulevard) Bronx, N. ¥., nc.
Dreiske, Hal: (Bal Tabarin) San Franeisco,

nc.

Duchin, BEddy: (Palmer House) Chi, h,

Duerr, Dolph: (Green Derby) Cleveland, ne.

Dunlop, John: (Wagon Wheel) New Bruns-
wick, N. J., nc.

E
Easter, Clarence: (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, nc.
Edmund, George: (Loyale) NYC, c.
Eichler, Fran: (Gray Wolf Tavern) Sharon,

Pa., ne.
Elliott, Lee: (Green Gables) Hazleton, Pa., ro,
Engle, Freddy: {University Club) Albany,

N. Y., nc.

English, Coleman: (Westwood Village) Calif.,
ne.

Evans, Al: (Chez Firehouse) NYC, nc.

Fain, Paul: (Grossman) Lakewood, N. J. ccC.
Farber, Bert: (Netherland Plaza) Cincin-
nati, h,
Felix, Don:
Peminine Notes:

NYC, re.
Ferdi, Don: (Stratford) Bridgeport, Conn., h.
Ferdinando, Felix: (Biltmore) Providence, h.
Fidler, Dick: (Virginia) Columbus, O, h.
Flelds, Harry: (Royalton) Monticello, N. Y., h,
Fisher, Buddy: (Four Hundred Clubj Wichita,

Kan., nc.

Fordor, Jerry: (Dilley’s) Toledo, nc.
Four Top Hats: (La Normandie) Cincinnati, h.
Franks, Wee Willie: (Butler's Tap Room)

NYC, ne.

Erante, Chapple: (Cavaller) NYC, nec.
Frederic, Marvin: (Stevens) Chi, h.
Fredrics, Jan: (Boulevard Tavern) Elmhurst,

L. I, ro.

Fuller, Skinny: (Silver Spray) Borger, Tex.,

(The Pines) Newtown, Conn,, ne.
(Thwaite’'s Shore House)

ne.
Furst, Joe: (The Brook) Summit, N. J., ne.
G

Gagan, Frank: (Statler) Cleveland, h.

Gallo, Phil: (Mocrehead) Pittsburgh, h.

Gasparre, Dick: (Ritz-Carlton) Boston, h.

Gast, Harold (Yachtsmen Club), Marion,
O

L, b
Gendron, Henri: (Colosime’s} Chi, nc
Gllvert, Jerry: (Edgewater Gulf)
Miss., h.
Goho, Billy: (Checker Box) Buffalo, c.
Gorner, Mishel: (New Yorker) NYC, h.
Graff, Johnny: (Anchorage Inn) Phila, nc.

" Bilox,

Kellogg, Klayton:
Tex., nc.,

Kendls, Sonny: (Book-Cadillac) Detroit, h.

Kent, Peter: (New Yorker) NYC, h.

King, Ted: (New Kenmore) Albany, h.

King, Hal: (Club Lakeview) Paducah, Ky., nc.

Kinney, Ray: (Lexington) NYC, h.

Kirk, Andy: (Savoy) Chi, b,

Kirkham, Don: (Blakeland Inn) Denver, nec.

Krumin, Costya: (Russlan Bear) New York,

re.
Krupa, Gene: (Arcadia-International) Phila,

(Club Mandarin) Houston,

Robert:
NYC, ne.

Kurtze, Jack: (Cavalier Inn) La Crosse, Wis.,
ne.

Kyser, Kay: (Pennsylvania) NYC, h.

re,
Kuenzler, (Martin’s Rathskeller)

LaMothe,

, Conn., ¢,

La Porte, Jan: (Marni’s), Yonkers, N, Y., re.

LaPorta, Manny: (Mayfair Farms) Penn-
sauken, N. J., nc.

Lagman, Bill: (Club Trianen) Mobile, Ala,, nc.

Lamb, Drexel: (Club Lido) Jackson, Mich., nc,

Long, Johnny: (Cavaller) Va. Beach, h.

Leonard, Pete: (Inwood Tavern) NYGC, nc.

Lewis, Vic: (Colvin Gables) Buffalo, N. Y., ne,

Lewls, Tommy: (HI-Ho) Biloxi, Miss, ne.

Lewis, Ted: (Topsy’s) Los Angeles, nc.

Lido, Bob: (Game Cock) NYC, nc.

Liebert, Dick: (Village Barn) NYC, nc.

Light, Enoch: (Taft) NYC, h,

Linke, Al: (Windsor) Irvington, N. J., nc.

Lopez, Vincent: (Casa Manana) NYC, nc.

Loyacono, Steve: (Chez Paree) New Orleans,
ne.

Oliva: (Rosegarden) Middletown,

Don:

. C, h.
McKay, Ernie: (State) Columbus, O, re.
McRae, Jerry: (Blue Room) Vicksburg, Miss.,

McDGrane. (Powhatan) Washington,

ne.

McShann, Jay: (Martin’s on the Plaza) Kan-
sas City, Mo., nc.

Mack, Ed: (Oakland Inn) Allentown, Pa. nc.

Madden, Bill: (Traymor) Atlantic City, h.

Madriguera, Enric: (Riviera) NYC, ne.

Malanga, Albert: (Garbo) NYC, re.

Malone, Don: (Reed's) Harlem, Mont, nc.

Malone, Yorkle: (Continental) Kansas City,
Mo., nc.

Mannone, Wingy: (El Rancho) Chester, Pa.,
ne.

Orchestra Routes must- be received at the Cincinnati offices not

later than Friday to

insure publication.

Green, Jack: (Subway) Akron, O., nc.
Three Rivers,

Gravel, Lou: (Chez Ernest)
Quebec, nce.

Gray, Len: {(New Cedars) New Bedford,
Mass., D¢

Grayson, B&bby: (Peyton’s) Pittsburgh, nc.
H

Hamp, Johnny: (Castle Farms) Cincinnati, ro.

Harrls, Claude: (Joey’'s Stables) Detroit, nc.

Harrls, Leroy: (Kit Kat Klub) NYC, nc.

Harper, Daryl: (Hawalian Paradlse) Los An-
geles, nc.

Havilland, Dick: (De Lisa) Chi, re.

Hayes, Francls: (Garbo) NYG, re.

Heikel, Fred: (Abraham Lincoln) Springfield,
I, a.

Henderson, Will: (Saks) Detroif, nc. .

Henderson, Fletcher: (Grand Terrace) Chi,
nc,

Herbert, Arthur: -(Ambassador) NYC, h.

Hill, Worthy: (Pavilion Royale) Savin Rock,
Conu., nc.

Himber, Richard: (Essex House) NYC, h.

Hoffman, Earl: (Ivanhoe Gardens) Chi, re.

Holden, Virginia: {(Normandy Inn) Warren,

Pa., nc.
Hollander, Dlck: (Claremont Inn) NYC, re,
Horton, Harry: (Le Mirage) NYC, nec.
Horton Girls: (Foit Orange Tavern) Albany,

. Y., nc.

Howard, Vincent: (Perona Farm) Andover,
N. J., ro.

Howarth, Harvey: (Newhouse) Salt Lake
City, h.

Humber, Wilson: (Del Mar Club) Galveston,
Tex., nc. .
Hummel, Ray: Pueblo, Colo., 27; (Silver
Shield} Colorado Springs 28, me; (Lake Hul-

brook) La Junta 31.
Huntley, Lloyd: (Mount Royal) Montreal,

Can,, h.
Hutton, Ina Ray: (New Penn) Pittsburgh, nc.

Insirilo, Vic: (Rainbow) Houston, TexX. nc.

Jackson, Paul: (Old Mill Tavern) Jackson

Mich., ne.

Jahns, Al: (Riley’s Lakehouse) Saratoga,

N. Y., nc.

James, Ann: (Tavern) Steubenville, O, nc.

Jelesnik, Eugene: (Utah) Salt Lake City, h.

Jerome, Henry: (Nut Club) NYC, nc.

Johnson, Jack: {Dorchester) London, h.

Jones, Isham: (Lowrie) St. Paul, Minn., h.

Jones, Jerry: (Rainbow Rendezvous) Salt
Lake City, ne.

Joseph, Jimmy: (Marcel’s) Flushing, L. I, nc.

Kahn, Art: (Cedars Country Club) Lakeville,
Conn., cc.

Rassel Art: (Surf Beach Club) Va. Beach, h.

Kay. Herbie: (Ambassador) Los Angeles, h.

Kaye, Buddy: (Pleasant View) Clarklake,
Mich., h i

Mareno, Frank: (Sweeney) Baltimore, ¢,
Marshall, Duane: (Essex) Boston, h.

Martel, Gus: (Versallles) NYC, re.

Martin, Lou: (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, nc.
Martin, Bob: (Chez Florence) Parls, nc.
Msﬁsaro, Johnny: (Belvedere) Lake Mahopak,

ASEh
Massicot, Steve: (Grove) Gulfport, Miss., nec,
Massingale, Bert: (Hi-Hat) Houston, nc.
Mayehotf, Eddy: (Governor Clinton) NYC, h.
Menendez, Nilo: (Stork Club) NYC, nc.
Meroff, Benny: (Olmos Dinner Club)
Antonio, Tex,, nc.
Messner, Johnny: (McAlpin) NYC, h,
Meyer, Max: (Maple Grove) Harrisburg, Pa.,

San

ne.

Miles, Jack: (Tutwiler) Birmingham, h.
Mills, Floyd: (Du Pont) Wilmington, Del., h.
Moliner, Carlos: (Villa Moderne) Chi, nc.

. Moore, Eddie: (Eagles) Ithaca, N. ¥, b

Moore, Denny: (Athens Club) Oakland, C.alif.,
ne.
Morellf, Larry: (Merry Gardens) Lynchburg,

Va.
Motely, Berk: (Casa Grande) Berwyn, Md., nc.
Moyer, Ken: (Ringside Club) Ft. Worth, Tex.,
ne.
Munson, Dave: (Coq Rouge) NYC, nc.
Mur:ire, Hal: (Medinah Club) Chi, ne,
Murphy, larry: (International Casino) NYC,

ne.
Murray, Charlie: (Mon Paris) NYC, ne.
Myles, Lee: (Park Central) NYC, h.

N

Nagel, Harold: (Coronado) St. Louis, h.
Namara, Jimmy: (Club Esquire) Toronto, nc.
Navarro, Al: (Belvedere) Baltimore, h.
Naylor, Ollver: (Rex) Birmingham, nec.
Neison, Harold: (Plaza) Biloxl, Miss., nc.
Nick-o-demus: (Washington Tavern) PhoeniX,
Ariz., nc.
Noone, Jimmy: (Swingland Cafe) Chi, c.
Norrls, Stan: (Eden) Chi, b.
Norton, Bob: (New Garden Center) Detrolt, b.
Noury, Walter: (Roma) Haverhill, Mass., re.
(o]

Olman, Val: (Su-Jin Cafe) Galveston, Tex., c.
Olson, Walter: (New Jullus) Gardenville, N.

Y., re.
Olson, Gall: (Normandy) Warren, Pa., ro.
Ozenbaugh, Leon: (Pepper Tree Inn) River-
side, Calif., nc.

P
Pablo, Don: (Reld’s) Niles, Mich., b.
Paddy & dJoey: (Royal Palm Club) Miaml,
Fla., nc.
Padula, Vincent: (Corso) NYC, c.
Pall Mall Boys: (Casey) Scranton, Pa. h.
Palmer, Freddy: (Colonial Inn) Singac, N. J.,

re.
Palmer, Skeeter: (Seneca) Rochester, N. ¥., h.

Pancho: (Plaza) NYC, h.

Parker, Les: (Wilshire Bowl) Los Angeles.
Payno, Al: (Grill Leon) Montclair, N. J., r0.
Pearl, Ray: (Trianon) Chi, h,

Peck, Earl:
Conn., nc.
Pedro, Don: (Graemere) Chi,

(Cocoanut Grove) RBridgeport,

h.
Peterson, Johnny: Salt Lake City,
nc.
PeIt\;erson, Club) Albany,

. ¥, nc.
Pettl, Emile: (Savoy-Plaza) NYC, h.
Px%maln, Jack: (Part Arthur) Providence,
. 1, re,
Prima, Leon: (Famous Door) NYC, nc.
Prima, Louls: (Casa Manana) NYC, nec,
Pritchard, Dave: (Chittenden} Columbus,

"

Rainey, Dud: (The Crest) Pittsburgh, ne.
Ramona: (Nicollet) Minneapolis, h,

Ray, Frankie: (Lake) Gary, Ind., h.
Reade‘;-v, Charles: (Fort Montague) Nagsau,
Reichman, Joe: (Baker) Dallas, h.

(Old Mill)

Dee: (Edgewater

Resh, Benny: (The Bowery) Detroit, nec.

Reyes, Chica: (Centinental) Detroit, nec.

Rel&noldé, Buddy: (Rose Garden) Hannibal,
0.,

Rich, George: (Black Rail) New Orleans, c.

Rinaldo, Nino: (885 Club} Chi, nec.

Rinres, Joseph: (St. Regis) NYC, h.

Rio, Rita: (Jefferson Beach) Detroit, b,

Rizzo, Vincent: (Walton) Phila, h

Rogers, Buddy: (Palomar) Los Angeles, b.

Rogers, Jon: (Bracker's) City Island, West=
chester, N. ¥., cc.

Rollini, Adrian: (Piccadilly Circus Bar)
NYC, h.

Romanv, Emil:

(Garbo) NYC,
Rosen, Tomimy:

re.

© (Wisteria Gardens) Atlanta,
nc.

Rotgers, Ralph: (International Casino) NYC,
nc.

Russell, Buddy, Manhattan Trio: (Roosevelt)
Pittsbuygh, h.

(Club Roxy)

R,oc);y Ambassadors: Columbus,

. NC.

Ruby, John: (Times Square) Rochester, N. ¥.,
ne.

S
Sabin, Paul: (Syracuse) Syracuse, N. ¥., h.
Sanabria, John: (Trocadero) NYC, nc.

Saunders, Harold: (Montparnasse) NYC, nc.
Savoy, Sextet: (Frontenac Casino) Detroit, ne.
Scoggin, Chie: (El Tivoli) Dallas, ne.
Septeto, Canto: (San Souci) Havana, ue.
Shaw, Artie: (State) Boston, b.
Siegel, Irving: (Krauss) Stratford, Wis., b,
Simmonds, Lou: (Majestic) Harrogate, Eng., h.
Slade, Guy: (Uncle Charlie’s) Bay St. Loulis,
Miss., ne.
Smart, Eddle: (21-Club) Kansas City, Mo., nc,
Smith, Van: (Merry-Go-Round) NYC, nec.
Smith, Joseph C.: (La Rue) NYC, nc.
Smith, Paul: (Banger Cave) Birmingham,

Ala., nec.
Snlgder, Billy: (Lookout House} Covington,

y., ne.
Southland Rhythm Girls: (Enduro) Brooklyn,

Te.
Sparr, Paul; (Warwick) NYC, h.
Sprigg, Jack: (Beverly Hills) Newport, Ky.,

ce,

Steel, Leonard: (Ft. Shelby) Detroit, h.

Sterney, George: (Cog Rouge) NYC, nc.

Stipes, Eddie: (Frankie’s) Toledo, ne.

Stock, Gus: (Essex House) Newark, N. J., h.

Stoltz, Colie: (Tropical Roof) Memphis, ne.

Strom, Ray: (Fifth Avenue) NYC, h

Strong, Benny: (Brown)} Louisville, h.

Stutz, Dick: (Westminster) Boston, h.

Stbel, Allan: (Bedford Springs) Bedford
Springs, Pa., h.

Swanson, Billy: (La Conga) N¥YC, nc.

T
TPasillo Jr., Bill: (Wright’s) Plainville, Conn.,

ne.
Texas Co-Eds: (La Fontaine) Huntington,

nd., h.
Tolbert, Skeets: (Creole) NYC, nc.

Trace, Al: (College Inn) Chi, h.

Trombar, Frank: (Biltmore) Los Angeles, h.
Towne, Loren: (Joyland Casino) Lexington,

Ky., p.
Tracy, Jack: (Chez Maurice) Dallas, Tex., nc.
Tv(v)o Shades of Blue: (Mayflower) Akron,
b5, e2b

U
Ulrich, Roberto: (Lobby Cafe) Juarez, Mex., ¢.
\/

V?%abond. Chas.: (St. Nicholas) Decatur,
Vallee, Rudy: (Astor) NYC, h.
vVanWinkle, Joe: (Melody Grill) Kokomo, Ind,

Vsisllld%}-[bil% Arlle: (El Fidel) Albuquerque,
Val\l;lios,"Eddie: (Muehlebach) Kansas City,
0.,

Vee, Sonny: (Shadowland) ¥Ft. Worth, nc.

Veil, Tubby: (Bruns) Chi, re.

Versatilians: (Woodruff) Joliet, Tll, h,

Vo{den, Vivian: (Sportsman Inn) Galveston,
ex., ne. [

Wade, Johnny: (Romance Inn) Angola, N. ¥,
c

ne.

Walder, Herman: (Spinning Wheel) Kansas
City, Mo., nc.

Walsh, Jimmy: (Sweets) Oakland, Calif., nc.

Warren, Harry: (Stacey-Trent) Trenton, h.

Warren, Arthur: (Lincoln) NYC, h.

Watkins, Sammy: (Hollenden Vogue Room)
Cleveland. h.

Weems, Ted: (Aragon) Chl, b.

Weldon: (Armando’s) NYC, nc.

Weiner, Michael: (Old Roumanian) NYC, re.

weiser, Leo: (Michigan Tavern) Niles, Mich,,

re.

Wells, Ted: (Swing Club) Los Angeles, nc.

Whitney, Palmer: (Baker) St. Charles, IIl,, h.

Wilde, Ran: (New Yorker) NYC, h

Wi\l}iams, Joe: (Mark Twain)

0., h.

Winton, Barry: (Salon Royale) NYC, nc.

Wintz, Julle: (Top Hat) Union City, N. J., re.

Wiser, Hy: (Kenredy’s) Binghamton, N. Y,
n

(See ROUTES on page 27)

‘Hannibal,
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“ROBIN HOOD”

(WARNER)

TIME—104 minutes. RELEASE DATE—May 13.

PLOT—Robin Hood organizes a rebellion of peasants against the tyrant
brother of the king. He is trapped when lured to an archery contest, but his
men, with the aid of the Lady, free him. King returns and, with the aid of
Hood and his men, overthrows his treacherous brother. Robin gets his gal
(pardon, the Lady) and everybody’s happy.

CAST—Errol Flynn is Robin and a handsome one, too. Olivia de Havilland
plays the Lady, being very luscious and coy when Robin gives her the once over.

Rains, Alan Hale, Ian Hunter and Eugene Pallette.

AUTHORS—Taken from the legends of Robin Hood.

COMMENT—A sure-fire technicolor romance and. adventure film. It has
grandeur and magnificent scenes, in addition to plenty of action and romance.
Color treatment is a visual delight, the bright colors of forestry and medieval
costuml_ng bglr}g especially outstanding. Story moves fast and there’s plenty
of fighting, riding and killings by arrow. It’s lusty stuff, gents, and maintains
interest all the way.

APPEAL-EXPLOITATION—The whole family will go for this one.
up the romance-adventure angle, Robin Hood legend, technicolor, etc.

(Reviewed af the Musie Hall, New York.)

Play

Paul Denis.

Others include Basil Rathbone, who’s our favorite technicolor villain; Claude

DIRECTORS—Michael Curtiz and William Keighley, who did a swell Job, |

“DR. RHYTHM”

TIME—81 minutes. (PARAMOUNT) RELEASE DATE—May 6.

PLOT—Dignifying as a plot the paper-thin framework upon which are
hung Bing Crosby’s crooning and Bea Lillie’s clowning is practically a libel on
the word. What faint aura of story there is has to do with Crosby as a society
doctor aiding an incapacitated. policeman pal by taking his place as a body-
guard for Miss Lillie’s niece, express purpose being to keep her from eloping
with a gambler wanted by the police. After a series of tuneful songs, a sequence
in an amusement park, the annual police show, a repetition of Miss Lillie’s
double damask dinner napkins skit from The Show Is On and a wild chase
ending in the gambler’s capture, Crosby gets the girl and his flatfoot friend the
credit for the fugitive’s apprehension.

CAST—Bing Crosby, Beatrice Lillie, Andy Devine, Mary Carlisle, Rufe DavVis,
Taura Hope Crews, Fred Keating, John Hamilton, Sterling Holloway, Franklin
Pangborn and others. Crosby is his usual affable self. La Lillie loses a bit of
her effectiveness under camera’s close scrutiny, but she’s still superf.

DIRECTOR—Frank Tuttle carried it along nicely, altho he’d be justified in
suing scripters for nonsupport.

AUTHORS—Adaptation by Jo Swerling and Richard Connell from the O.
Henry story, The Badge of Policeman O’Roon. O. Henry would never recognize it. {

COMMENT—Sometimes genuinely funny, ofttimes not, but always pleasant
and innocuous.

APPEAL—Crosby and Lillie addicts, of course, and everyone else to whom |
crooners aren’t synonymous with poison. '

EXPLOITATION-—Crosby in an O. Henry story and the return to the screen
of Miss Lillie, the stage’s First Lady of Laughs.

(Reviewed at the Paramount, New York.) Dgniel Richman,

“GOLD DIGGERS IN PARIS”

TIME—97 minutes. {WB) . RELEASE DATE—June 11.
PLOT-—Hugh Herbert is rep for directors of Paris Exposition who are to
' hold a dance contest among famous Academy Ballets of all nations. He comes
to United States, mistakes Rudy Vallee’s Balle Club for ballet and signs them
up. Vallee is having ex-wife trouble (Gloria Dickson). She accompanies the
troupe to Paris, where Vallee falls for Rosemary Lane. Padrinsky (Curt Bois)
exposes Vallee’s outfit as impostors. They are to be deported, but by changing
the names on the warrants Padrinsky and his bunch are arrested. It ends
with the Americans winning the grand prize with their chorus routines and
the Schnickelfritz Band.

CAST—Rudy Vallee, Rosemary Lane, Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Gloria
Dickson, Melville Cooper, Mabel Todd, Fritz Feld, Ed Brophy, Curt Bois, Victor
Kilian, Armand Kaliz and the Schnickelfritz Band.

DIRECTOR—Ray Enright did a good job with the hodgepodge of situations
handed him. Busby Berkeley did the chorus routines, '

AUTHORS—Earl Baldwin and Warren Duff. Original by Jerry Wald, Richard
Macaulay, Maurice Leo. Music and lyries by Harry Warren and Al Dubin and
Johnny Mercer.

COMMENT—Vallee does impersonations and is best when he’s somebody
else. Brophy as the gangster garnered most of the laughs. Mabel Todd good.
Jenkins seemed mystified as to what it was all about. If pic had been produced
seven years ago it would have been a hit, due to expensive mounting and high-
class cdance routines. The novelty has worn off. Schnickelfritzers tops.

APPEAL—People who think Vallee is ‘“‘swell.”

EXPLOITATION-—The best in the Gold Diggers series. Beauhiful gals.

(Previewed at Warner Bros., Hollywood.) Dean Owen.

“KENTUCKY MOONSHINE”

TIME—87 minutes. (20TH CENTURY-FOX) RELEASE DATE—hot given.

PLOT—Ritz Brothers and Marjorie Weaver are in New York trying to get
a break on radio. No luck. Tony Martin, who has an air show, is told by sponsor
to get new ideas or lose his contract. Ritz Brothers and Miss Weaver learn he
is going to Kentucky hills to find real hillbillies. They go there, rent a ram-
shackle cabin, put on false beards (the Ritz Brothers) and finally are signed
by Martin. They go to New York, are exposed as fakers, but everything turns
out okeh.

CAST—Ritz Brothérs} Tony Martin, Marjorie Weaver, Slim Summerville,
John Carradine, Wally Vernon, Berton Churchill, Eddie Collins, Cecil Cun- |
ningham, Paul Stanton, Mary Treen, Francis Ford, Brian Sisters, Charles Hum-
mel Wilson and others. Ritz Brothers carry show. Eddie Collins, old-time burly
comedian, also scores.

DIRECTOR—David Butlei’s direction is fast, with spme of the mountain
scenes bordering on slapstick.

AUTHORS—Art Arthur and M. M. Musselman. Original by Musselman and
Jack Lait Jr. Story would sag with anybody but Ritz Brothers in it.

COMMENT—Best filin Ritz Brothers have turned out. Gives them a chance
to pour on their screw-ball comedy. Tony Martin is a little too much on the
romantic side. If permitted to act like a human being he might surprise. His
opening number in the pic is too long. If it can be chopped in half in the
final cutting it will do much to add audience interest. Marjorie Weaver Iis
cute, but has no chance to show.

APPEAL—Anybody who likes the Ritz Brothers. Should carry itself in

‘ ‘any district. EXPLOITATION—RIitz Brothers as mountaineers.

( Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, Calif.) Dean QOwen.

“NURSE FROM BROOKLYN”
(UNIVERSAL)

TIME—65 minutes. RELEASE DATE—April 15.
PLOT—Under the impression that her patient, a copper, had killed her
brother in a malicious gun battle, nurse Eilers submits to a partnership in a
revenge being perpetrated by a lug feigning friendship. Her commitment
would bring the cop within effective reach of the gunman’s 38. Homicide squad
parallels scheme with a plan whereby the wounded dick ardently woos the

which invaded the dead brother gives police the cue and convinces the girl that
she’s rooting for the villain instead of the hero. She has no trouble switching
allegiance while the law deals with the culprit.

CAST—Sally Eilers and Paul Kelly head the small but competent contingent
consisting of Larry Blake, Maurice Murphy, Morgan Conway, David Oliver and
Lucile Gleason.

DIRECTOR—S. Sylvan Simon has successfully avoided the cheap. and corny
to put this number along the top of the second raters.

AUTHOR—Screen play by Roy Chanslor is straightforward rejuvenation
which few will recognize in the rebuilding.

COMMENT--Reasonable entertainment.

APPEAL—Eilers devotees, cop worshipers and plain folk.

EXPLOITATION—Nursing thrills and how the arm of the law gets around
pretty girls.

(Reviewed af the Rialto, New York.)

Sylvia Weiss.

unsuspecting girl to track down her deceitful accomplice. Uncovering of bullet |

CONGRATULATIONS

(Continued from page 4)
the air. But included in the legitimate
request there is the usual trick. You
guessed it—people like to hear their
names uttered over the network and 20
cents is a pretty cheap price for satisfy-
ing the ego.

Despite the comparatively small num-
ber of legit shows produced in a single
season, ‘wire companies find the main
source of revenue in the legitimate the-
ater. Special care is given to the han-
dling of these messages to see that they
arrive at the time specified, and the mes-
sengers are Lwtored in tactics and tech-
nique—just in case a temperamental ac-
tress, receiving a belittling wire, takes a
fancy to scratch the messenger’s eyes out.

THE FILM WEEKLY
AUSTRALIA

Coverlng the Motion Picture and Entertalnment
Fleld Generally.
Conducted by MARTIN C. BRENNAN.
198 Clty Tattersalls Building, Pitt Street, Sydney,
Australlan Office of THE BILLEOARD.

Should this happen, they have been
trained to dart to the nearest exit.

One of them was given an opportunity
to use his schooling when he delivered
a wire that bore the hope the show would
lay an egg. After the curtain fell the
same messenger delivered an egg to the
star but couldn't get away fast enough
to dodge. The yellow yoke was dripping
down his neck a few seconds later. Sev-
eral prima donnas are known to have
fainted on receipt of wires of this nature.

While everyone else is putting his pet
pun to use on these occasions, actor
Derek Fairman hasn’t changed his ‘“style”
all season. He sends jumdbo wires, 17x21
blowups. This habit runs into quite a
few shekels, as they cost 80 cents more
than the usual telegram.

But the piece de resistance in the
trade is the fellow who sends himself all
sorts of lush and praiseworthy superla-
tives on his “success.”” TUsually signing
the name of a Pprominent person, this
modest lad shows them to all of his
alleged friends. After a while he man-
ages to delude himself into actually be-
lieving he received them.

»
Chi q Chat
By SAM HONIGBERG

PEN EARS in a booker’s office: “No, we ean't use girl acrobats speclaliz-
: ing in floor work. Tricks must be in the air now or few besides the
front-table customers can see you. Yes, I advise you to change your style.
Barbara Blane, for one, did and is now getting more work. . . . No, our
office doesn’t si acts under personal management any more. Not enough
work around to keep the act busy. Free lance and you'll be better off. . ..
Club date season ends May 15 and won’t pick up again until fall. We
will concentrate on summer accounts from now on.”

]

With its ice show under way, College Inn already has set October 7 as
the opening date of its fall revue. Buddy Rogers will probably return to
front the band stand. A later possibility is Benny Rubin, who may turn
band leader any week now, He replaced maestro Ted Lewls at the Houston
Food Show for five days when the high-hatted tragedian left to attend his
mother’s funeral.

®

Many a stomach was turned at the private screening of The Birth of a
Baby short in the Balaban & Katz dark room the other a.m. While it is.
highly educational, it should not be sold as entfertainment. Illinois censors
are still holding back their approval on this freak attraction. ... MCA is
planning to open new branches in Toronto and Buffalo. . . . Charlie Dawn,
night club ed, is organizing a baseball ‘team to oppese the mnight club
league formed by the entertainers of the Hi Hat and Rose Bowl clubs.

o
“Think-a-Drink” Hoffman is holding the bag for $60, which he claims is
due him from the Can You Take It? unit producers. . . . La Boheme in
Indianapolis (formerly the Plantation Club) folded before it opened. Local
acts arld waiters hung around until deadline time but gave up when the
operators couldn’t get together with city authorities. . . . Golf-playing dance
teams are besleging Eddie FElkort’s office to line wup the Meadowbrook
Country Club, St. Louis, which boasts of one of the finest links in that
territory.
L]

Jules Darrow, of Dawn and Darrow, is an amateur movie cameraman
and is planning to go into that field seriously when his feet refuse to dance
anymore. It practicing up by photographing acts working on the same bill.
.. .Press Agent Sam Ward’s plan to get the local newspaper boys, particularly
the amusement page editors, to co-operate more closely with local accounts
to stimulate more business rates support. Too much space being wasted for
pictures of Hollywood cuties used for posing purposes only.

Art Takes a Holiday: Actress winning the competitive role of leading
woman in a local legit production because the director is her “honey.” . . .
A sister team holding on in a neighborhood nitery because they can hold
their liquor when mixing and consequently are -profitable to the -spot.
.. . Waiter holding up a dinner during show time because he is the guy
who handles the spotlight. . . . An emsee draws a hold-over engagement
as he owes the operator money and is forced to work it out... .. A show
i5 presented for only two customers and both are too drunk to know it.
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AEA “Explains” Suspension
Yarn in Equity Magazine

Report on axing of 600 FTP-ers brings protests—mag
deadline and dues deadline stymie actors’ org—no sus-
pensions yet—AEA still open to offers

@

NEW YORK, May 21.—Officials of Actors’ Equity Association suffered consider-
able embarrassment last week attempting to explain, as untrue, the announce-
ment several weeks ago, later amplified in Equity Magazine, that 600 members
were suspended for non-payment of dues. Newspaper reports of this action, all
dealing with members of the Federal Theater Project, brought to Equity Council
a telegram from Alfreda Sill, of the WPA department, that the report was erroneous
in that only 616 Equity members are employed on FTP. Paul Dullzell, executive
secretary, stated that no suspensions

In Good Stranding?

NEW YORK, May 21.—During the
early hours of one morning last week,
Equity recelved a telegram from the
cast of Sunup, stating that Lucille
LaVerne, author-producer and lead-
ing woman of the play, had stranded
them in Denver.

Checking up on the status of those
stranded, Equity found that the only
member of the cast in good standing
was—Lucille LaVerne.

were made and that there are only 46
FTP members who are not in good
standing. The no-suspension story,
however, is a new one, because at a meet-
ing of council April 26 a ruling was
made providing for, the payment of $9

Duquesne U’s First

Follows Satire Trend
PITTSBURGH, May 21.—Duquesne

to restore FTP members to good stand-
ing as of May 1. All those who didn’t
pay up “. . . are precluded from taking
advantage of such concession, and shall
be deemed suspended from membership
in Equity.”

Altho Equity Magazine asserted that
950 accepted the offer and some 600 did
not, Dullzell insisted it was in error,
as those were the figures handed down
before the dues deadline. The maga-
zine, tho, came out two weeks after.

Some believe the maintenance of
members who failed to restore them-
selves in good standing is retreat from
the original idea on the part of the ad-
ministration, fearing the recriminations
that would come from the WPA mem-
bers, causing them a further headache.

More in explanation than apology
Dullzell said there has been no actual
suspension, but just that such members
are prohibited from “taking advantage
of a special offer to restore themselves
to good standing but they-can still ask
the Equity council for a reduction of
their indebtedness or rejoin as new
members.”

Alfred Harding, editor of the maga-
zine, authored the editorial, but is be-
lieved to be not at fault because the
figures were given him by officials of
the association. Dullzell passes on the
final copy before it goes to press.

Various opinions have made the
rounds of theatrical circles in the about-
face move, some to the effect that the
wholesale pruning of Equity rolls would
have given the administration a black
eye among members and in the labor
movement.

Gillmore Equity

Prez Emeritus

NEW YORK, May 21 ~—Frank Gillmore,
president and executive director of Four
A’s, will become president emeritus of
Actors’ Equity Association after the elec-
tion May 27. Decision was made by
Equity Council, which will also present
Gillmore with a gift in appreciation of
his 19 years of service to Equity.

Gillmore will be the first president
emeritus of the association since the
death of Francis Wilson years back.

Ashton Pla\" Premiere

In Detroit Film House

DETROIT, May 21.—The Locked Room,
by Herbert Ashton Jr., opened for a five-
day run Monday at the Beacon Theater.
Ashton is assistant national director of
the WPA Theater Project and in direct
charge of the Detroit project.

Opened to a relatively small house, but
midweek reports indicated a steady
build-up as the neighborhood patronage
got accustomed to the idea of legitimate
shows in what is usually a film theater.

The Locked Room is a fast-moving
mystery script with plenty of comedy
of both situation and character. Sur-
prise of the show is the apparently dumb
detective, played by David Carnes, who
turns out to have been clowning thru-
out and actually turns the tables on the
insurance investigator, played by Ray
Rawlings, in a trick finale. Play moved a
bit slowly on opening night, probably
requiring to be roughed off a bit more
with an audience in the house.

H. F. Reves.

University’s first musical comedy try, an
original with music by Milton Hammond
and book by James Dwyer, was more am-
bitious than able. Cast’s enthusiasm
refreshed audience, freshman singer Sally

tator Maximillian IT of Gorington Col-
lege and Patricia Dunnigan’s dancing in
spots looked almost professional. But
revue for most part lacked smoothness
in acting and production expected even
from -an initial effort of recently formed
Topper and Tails group.

Story satirized dictators in men’s and
women’s universities, was loaded withy
puns that would have neatly spiced show
if used sparingly, but sank in stomach
when served as meat course. Ham-
mond’s tunes, especially Say When and
Your Head Upon My Shoulder, might
bear band development. Faculty member
Arthur Stone created back-drop settings
and provided technical direction, student
Frank Jarema handled production: Mu-
sical interludes furnished by Duquesne’s

Tamburitza Orchestra that has broadcast
over web. Morton Frank.

Cairns showed possibilities as an in-
genue, Louis Aponne’s bellowing as Dic-

me Oui Fron%

By EUGCENE BURR

Tho you’d never suspect it from the weather spring is really here—and with it
the end of the 1937-'1938 theatrical season, except for a few sporadic :outbursts
duly scheduled. And with the end of the season comes the traditional time for the
choice of the 10 best this and the 10 best that, including the season’s 10 best
plays. It is a practice that has been to some extent discarded by those cautious
gentlemen who write play reviews in these degenerate days; but this department,
never particularly noted for its caution, sees no particular
reason for giving it up. It offers opportunity for a graceful
gesture in the general direction of those plays that have
made enforced playgoing less of a burden than usual and it
often manages to start a typographical cat fight of sorts. A
cat fight is nothing to be sneezed at now, as the season
totters into the twilight of theatrical limbo and we're all
busily employed in trying to forget the drops in the statistics
of the stage.

When one glances over the list of plays presented this
season, one fact, I think, insistently clamors for attention:
there were a very large number of plays that were really
very good, but few if any that reached top caliber. So far
as this department was concerned there wasn’t one that
rang the top gong, with the possible exception of On Bor-
rowed Time—which was the dramatization of a novel and
which owed a great part of its tremendous effect to its fine
acting and remarkably astute direction. But the fact remalins
that I got far more pléasure from On Borrowed Time than from any other play this
season—rfar more than from any other two plays for that matter—so On Borrowed
Time is obviously the choice to head The Billboard’s list. I don’t think any
apologies are needed. A tender, delightful, beautifully written fantasy of youth
and age and life and death, it performs a primarily theatrical function, it is true,
but it performs it superlatively well. And since when is performance of a primarily
theatrical function a reason for ruling out a work written for the theater? The
current trend of criticism seems to feel that it is, bhut that’s an attitude that
leaves me wistfully bewildered.

Some exception may be made to the statement that few plays rated topnotch
position; certainly plenty of other peorle found a number that they insisted were
the tops. It happens that the plays generally accorded top rating during this
season of critical faddism would be ratsd last in this iconoclastic corner—Of Mice
and Men, Our Town, Shadow and Substance and that fantastically overtouted
hodgepodge of self-conscious rigmarole, Murder in the Cathedral. But that'’s
another story—and one that I've frequantly told.

A

EUGENE BURR

Granting that there were no really ‘“best” plays' this year, the number of fine
ones just under the line makes choice of 10 a difficult and hazardous occupation.
After the requisite time spent in pencil chewing I've managed to emerge with &
list that fails to hold all the plays that deserve high secondary rating; but it does
contain the 10 from which I managed to derive the greatest amount of pleasure.
And that, let the theorists rant as they may, is the only sure and honest test.

The list then: 1—On Borrowed Time; 2—To Quito and Back,; 3—Robin Landing;
4—All the Living; 5—Bachelor Born; 5—The Ghost of Yankee Doodle; T—Casey
Jones; 8—What a Life; 9—Too Many Heroes, and 10—How To Get Tough About It.

Now lef the catcalls begin.

To Quito and Back, a play with the seeds of timelessness in it, presented
dramatically and absorbingly the plight of the intellectual liberal held from action
by the ropes of his own intelligence and it also discussed various questions of
immediate and terrific import to the world today, all presented in a theatrical
form well calculated to hold the interest of everyone but those who steadfastly
refuse to be galled into thought; Robin Landing, despite grave structural faults,
displayed a fine sense of characterization and a first-rate talent for dramatic verse,
offering sections as fine as anything in the verse dramas of Maxwell Anderson—tho
none of its good qualities were perceived by those theoretically trained to percelve
them, because they were partially hidden by appalling direction; All the Living,
sufficiently entertaining as a play, had the additional advantage of presenting,
intelligently and without sensationalism, an absorbing and sensational background;
Bachelor Born, a quiet comedy of school life in England, was glowingly written,
with wit, urbanity, tenderness and truth, focur qualities disastrously lacking in
most offerings; The Ghost of Yankee Doodle was an intelligent discussion, set in
personal and dramatic terms, of huge present-day problems, finely written and
emotionally compelling; Casey Jones, despite bad plotting and an unfortunate title,

(See FROM-QUT FRONT opposite page)-

Fund
In Hot Spell

Actors’ Fund Week started
among cowbarns—Palmer-

ton heads commitiee

®

NEW YORK, May 21.—A committee un-
der the chairmanship of Guy Palmerton
has started a drive to establish an Actors’
Fund Summer Theater Campaign this
year, with the week of August 1 tenta-
tively marked off as Actors’ Fund Week
in the cowbarns. Letters went out this
week to all ‘summer theater managers,
asking them to co-operate. Campaign is
of course indorsed by the Fund, but was
not suggested by it, being the brainchild
of Palmerton.

Plan would not be a burden to the
cowbarn proprietors since it does not in-
volye benefit performances, feeling being
that many hayseed spots are geared so
close that they couldn’t afford to con-
tribute a showing. Instead it's requested
that at each performance during the week
a collection be taken up from the cus-
tomers, the proceeds to go intact to the
Fund. Suggestion is made that someone,
preferably a member of the cast, make a
brief speech asking aid, and it’s also sug-
gested that ‘an article on the Fund by its
president, Daniel Frohman, be slipped
into each program during the week, or
else reprinted in the program itself. A
supply of the leaflets will be furnished
by the committee.

Announcement sent around to man-
agers also says, “No manager or producer
should in any way feel obligated, the plan
being definitely a voluntary one.”

Procedure was tried out last summer
by Palmerton at his Lake Whalom house
and succeeded nicely, some $300 being
gathered for the Fund in this one spot.
Idea grew out of events three years or so
ago when Palmerton was running winter
stock up-State. His character man died
and Palmerton footed expenses for under-
taker and shipplng the body home to
Pennsylvania. Later someone suggested
he contact the Fund for reimbursement
and the Fund came thru with half the ex-
penses, explaining it would have taken
care of all if notified in time to make
arrangements with its own undertakers.
Palmerton, appreciative, said he’d repay
the amount some time and some way.
Last summer he more than did it. It
was the experiment last summer that gave
him the idea on a nation-wide scale.

Committee includes, besides Palmerton,
Walter Greaza as vice-chairman and
Arthur Byron. Selena Royle, Richard Ald-
rich, Lawrence Langner, Robert Edmond
Jones, Armina Marshall, Frank Lyon, Ray-
mond Moore, Robert Porterfield, Milton
Steifel, Alexander Xirkland, George
Somnes and Eugene Burr.

“All Are Welcome”

Lasts One Evening

NEW YORK, May 21.—The venerable
Fifth Avenue Theater last Saturday -(14)
inadvertently played host to something
or other called All Are Welcome, which
was deposited on its surprised stage by
a non-Equity group choosing to be
known as the Alandon Acting Co. Out-
fit, which apparently was comprised
chiefly of one Alexander Stann in the
manifold capacities of playwright, di-
rector and leading actor (sic), took over
the house for the one night, continued
tenancy depending upon audience re-
ception. Latter needed to be sensational
to prolong the run, inasmuch as the
theater was already booked for another
group Monday.

It is beyond this observer’s powers to
describe adequately the mess that was
dished out as “an uproarious, side-split-
ting new comedy-farce”; it was one of
those things that has to be seen to be
fully appreciated. There is no point'in
going into detail anent the hackneyed
plot, the half-ad libbed, half-moronic
dialog, the pitiful attempt at acting ahd
even make-up. It's much more humane
to forget the whole unfortunate occur-
rence. Daniel Richman.
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Cowbarns Set
To Oust Cows

Hayseed Hamlets get goin’
early, with Decoration Day

week-end as year’s start

@

NEW YORK, May 21. — Before the
month’s run out, the rarin’ rubes will
have two extra wearin’s of their Sunday~
go-to-meetin’ dress, fer the bumpkin
Bernhardts, barn Barrymores and hey-
hay Hamlets are agoin’ to strut across
the milk stands where the Jerseys and
the Leghorns fraternized last week.

Up Skowhegan, Me., way the Lakewood
players are set for May 28 with Yes, My
Darling Daughter. List of Broadway
farmhands who speak lines will include
Doris Dalton, Owen Davis Jr., Keenan
Wynn and John Drew Devereaux. ZErin
O'Brien-Moore, Jessamine Newcombe and
Arthur Byron are also resident members.
The premiere will be prettied up as gov-
ernor’s night to welcome Governor Lewis

O. Barrow. This being the company’s’

18th season, the actors expect to put on
a sgpecial celebration. They figure their
schedule of plays, like Room Service,
Tovarich and Brother Rat, will be right
pleasing to the folks.

Some are committed to Pawling, N. Y.,
Decoration Day, to see the Starlight The-
ater git started fer the fifth time. It’s an
energetic program. The Far-Off Hills,
The Royal Family and Lightnin® will
probably be the starters, with 4 Million
Dollars and others to come.

High-class acting may be coming by
way of Cooperstown, N. Y., where the
Washington Square Players are already
sojourning at the Duke’s Oak, having
finished up in Manhattan with their
SHakespeare stuff.

Then thar are the adventurous bunches
who experiment with new works. . The
Cape Theater, Cape May, N. J., fer ex-
ample, has taken on Hollywood Be Thy
Name. The Ridgeway Theater, White
Plains, will give an American debut to
Charles and Mary along about August 22.
They're gonna git goin’ June 27. The
Robin Hood Theater, under the manage-~
ment of Edwin Ross and Robert C. Schnit-
zer at Arden, Del, promises an eighth
season of Tuesday and Saturday night
entertainment after June 7.

The Vineyard Players, at the Rice Play-
house, Oak Bluffs, Mass., are second to
the Skowhegan lot fer being the oldest
of summer theaters. For their 14th run
they’re expectin’ to show 10 sure and
maybe 11 plays between July 4 and the
middle of August.

Looks like the Rochester Summer The-
ater, Rochester, N. Y., has somethin’, too.
Starting June 14 and ending September
7, Director Leonard Altobell will git off
seven shows for his Gregory street.play-
house repertory.

Come Independence Day, the Barn-
stormers of Tamworth, N. Y., will operate
agin. Francis G. Cleveland is still man-
ager and Edward P. Goodnow director.
They say that Margaret Curtis will play
with the Parragut Players, Rye Beach,
N. J. She’s from Broadway's Father
Malachy’s Miracle,

City folk hankering to take in a show
of a warm evening will likely take to the
nearest barns. So Suffern County Theater
offers names of Jean Muir and Myron Mc-
Cormick as handy attractions.

DENNIS, Mass., May 21.—Philip Huston,

(44th Annlversary)
°® .
scHOOL Ant ~
ene 2 The
Courses in Acting, Teaching, Directing, Personal
Development and Culture,

DRAMA — SPEECH — VOCAL
DANCE -—- MUSICAL COMEDY
QGraduates: Fred Astaire, John Bryan, Una Rferkel,
Lee” Tracy, Loulse Latimer, Etc.

8 tn 1 Course — Stage, Screen, Radlo ~— A ‘solid
foundation In the technlcal essentlals of acting In
conjunction with professional stock theatre tralning

while learning.
Students appear In full length plays, a week In each,
affording experience necessary to qualify fop profes-

sional engagements,
Write T. BELL, Seccratary, 66 West 85 8t., N. Y.

FEAGIN SCHOOL
OF DRAMATIC ART

Summer Sesslon in New York Cliy,
July 11-August 19.

Screen,

Radlo. Stagecraft, Speech,
General Culture,

Publlic Performances In Little Theatre.
Rockefeller Center, 630 Fifth Ava,, N. Y. C.

Stage,

FROM OUT FRONT
(Continued from opposite page)

showed a warm, human and immensely appealing grasp of character, a strong,

salty and finely effective writing style and a sympathetic and splendid awareness

of the universal problem of the battle between men and machines—machines both

mechanical and financial; What a Life was a tender, well written and amazingly

understanding comedy concerning the surface problems of high-school kids—and:

it was also uproariously funny; Too Many Horses, altho it could never get its plot
lines or its line of interest straight, was a ruthless, exciting and finely theatrical
attack upon mob violence, and How To Get Tough About It shared both the
advantages and the defects of the other Robert Ardrey play on this listing, Casey
Jones—sharing the advantages to a slightly lesser degree and the defects to a
slightly greater. 3

Those are the reasons for the choices; delivered (to my slight surprise and
great pride) as didactically and with as little explanation as the reasons of all
really good reviewers.

But above all there is one reason: these plays, more than any others this sea~
son, lifted at least one auditor out of the world of common things and deposited
him in the magic lands which their authors, thru the aid of the everlasting marvel
of the theater, created—created for his excitement or his amusement or his delecta=
tion, so that he might enjoy (without knowing at the time that it was vicariously)
the sweep of their passing emotions, the beauty of their prescribed life. That (and
Fm going to get kicked for saying so) is the function of the theater.

But there were other plays, too, that deserve at least honorable mention, because
they rate just under the first 10. They include Save Me the Wualtz, a charming
romantic comedy of a mythical kingdom that was bludgeoned out of existence
because it had the temerity to present a dictator without getting maudlin about
him; Stop-Over, ah intriguing mental melodrama that was stymied because pro-
fessional play judges gleefully admitted that they lacked the intelligence to dis-
cover what it was all about; I Am My Youth, a literate and dramatically effective
presentation of the later days of Willlam Godwin; Schoolhouse on the Lot, a
vitriolic laugh attack upon the iunspeakable baby Bernhardts of Hollywood; Wine
of Choice, an intellectually absorbing discussion encased in a badly constructed
play, and Golden Boy, which, despite a painfully phony ending and constant hunks
of the baldest hoke this side of Shenandoah (and perhaps because of the latter)
stands as by long odds the best play yet written by Clifford Odets.

'And, too, there were certain others well below the level of those mentioned,
but still possessing important features to praise. Among them were The Star-
Wagon, in which Maxwell Anderson grew pleasantly but not very interestingly
nostalgic; Susan aend God, in which Rachel Crothers wasted some sparkling
lines on a tripe-filled plot; Father Malachy’s Miracle, a gentle little myth that
stubbed its toe by confusing itself every once in a while with religion; Time and
the Conways, in which J. B. Priestley presented a breath-takingly fine idea in five
minutes at the end of his second act and then proceeded to build a very bad play
around it; The Greatest Show om Earth, which spoiled an intriguing idea by
including some obnoxious material and by having all its excitement occur offstage,
and Whiteoaks, which, tho a dramatic stereotype, at least permitted Ethel Barry-
more to offer one of the finest acting jobs of her distinguished career.

As I said at the start, the general average of excellence was high—but there
werg no individual mountain peaks.

Otto Hulett and June Walker have been
newly signed for Raymond Moore’s Cape
Playhouse, which' will use Honey for an
opener June 27. '

will not operate this year. No substitute
players are booked for the immediate
vicinity.

Mercury Set on Coast

SAN FRANCISCO, May 21.—Deal for
local appearance of Orson Welles® Mer-
cury Theater troupe has been closed be=-
tween Ralph Pincus, of Geary Theater,
and Lawrence Houseman, Welles’ asso-
ciate in New York. City will see four of
the Mercury plays starting late in July:
Julius  Caesar, Shoemaker’s Holiday,
Heartbreak House and world premiere of
Five Kings, Shakespearean adaptation.

Alsc set is booking of Gertrude Law-
rence in Susan and God at Curran August
8. Miss Lawrence last appeared here 13
years ago in Charlot’s Revue.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., May 21.—A 10-
week season, starting June 27, has been .
arranged by Tano Sylvester’s Ridgefield
Playhouse, which will follow a policy of
name guest stars each week.

PROVIDENCE, May 21.—Douglas Mont-
gomery, guest star at the Cumberland
Hills Playhouse in Men in White, is stay-
ing on to play with Erin O’Brien-Moore
in High Tor after upping grosses over
opening week is record for Elissa Landi
in The Warrior’s Husband.

PETERBOROUGH, N. H., May 21.—
Edith Bond Stearns announced that the
Peterborough Players at the Stearns Farm
Playhouse will present plays weekly this

year instead of semi-monthly. Sessions
begin June 29 with Ann Leslie and Wil-
liam Mansell in Petrified Forest. Other
plays are Call It ¢ Day, Importance of Be~
ing Earnest, The Late Christopher Bean
and Stage Door, which will be produced
by the apprentice group at the end of
the season.

BRATTLEBORO, Vt., May 21, —Frances
Hawkins reports that the local company

Petformances to May 21, Inclusive,
Dramatie Opened Perf.
Bachelor Born (Lyceum) ..Jan. 25..
Circle, The {Playvhouse) ... Apr. 18
Golden Boy (Delasco) ..... Nov, 4
Heartbreak House (Mercury) Apr, 29..

Julius Caesar (National) ... Nov. 11. 3
Man_from Cairo, The .

(Broadhurst) ......... May 4.. 22
Of Mice and Men (Music .

Box) m. Yot mrn kL . S Nov. 28... 207
On Borrowed Time (Long-

E5x) o oblgooB 80 00 o b4 Feb., 3... 127
Our Town (Morosco) ..... Feb. 4.,.. 125
Room Service (Cort) ..... May 19/37 424
Shadow and Substance

(Golden) ..., ...uiea0c Jan. 26... 136
Susan and God (Plymouth). Oct. 7....262
Tobacco Road (Forrest) ... Dec. 4,33 1900
‘Washington Jitters {Guild) . May 2... 24
What a Life_(Biltmore) . Apr, 13... 47
VWhiteoaks (Hudson) ...... Mar, 283... 72

' Women, The (Barrymore) .. Dec. 28,38 590
You_Can’t Take It With You

(Booth) 080000 ool Dee, 14,°36.614

Musieal Comedy
Hogray for What! (Winter

Garden) ..........0. Dec. 1... 188
I Married an Angel

(Shubert) ........, .. May 11... 14
I'd Rather Be Right (Alvin) Nov. 2.,.. 231

. immediately

CLUB BOOKERS

(Continued from page 3)

tion has been gathering data on benefits
these past few weeks in interviews with
performers and managers. Complaints
will be basis for further looking-into.

In line with its efforts to cut down
on number of benefits, the EMA has
suceceeded in obtaining the co-operation
of Police Commissioner Lewis J. Valen-
tine who, like the fire commissioner, now
forbids any division of his department
from seeking free shows. In a letter to
Howard E. Wheeler Jr,, president of
EMA, the commissioner declared:

“I am not only opposed to such prac-
tices . but when I learn that any
individual group or organization of this

. department is seeking to obtain or has

obtained entertainment of any kind
without payment, disciplinary action is
instituted - against such
member or members,

“Please be assured that I will be deep-
1y grateful to you and to any individual
member of your organization if you will
please advise me of any violation of our
regulations that may come to your no-
tice, or to the attention of any of the
members of your organization.”

Council Gives
Last Auditions

Winds up season with skits
and “Winter’s Tale’’—no

more now until autumn
e

NEW YORK, May 21.—American The-
ater Council’s Committee of the Appren-
tice Theater offered the season's two last
auditions this week, a melange .of play-
lets and bits at the Plymouth Monday
and a performance of The Winter’s Tale
at the Morosco Tuesday. That ends the
activities of the committee (the only
active one, so far as results go, that came
out of the terrifically touted Theater
Convention a year ago) until next fall.

The audition Monday, given under
the supervision of Hope Lawder, was
generally the best that this reporter has
seen. Plenty of really promising talent
was allowed to show itself, and a couple
of the bits carried altogether excellent
effect, particularly part of The Last Mile
which, finely done by a competent line-
up of young actors, packed a terrific
wallop.

Standing out in the Mile line-up were
Joe Bush, who did as good a job in the
Spencer Tracy role as Tracy did himself,
and Paul Genge, who, despite the fact
that he bucked inevitable comparisons
with the amazing work of James Bell,
offered a finely effective reading. All the
others also rate mention, particularly
Seymour Abeles, Adolph Green, Goddard
Light, Gilbert King and Lawrence Dob-
kin. Albert West directed excellently,

Possibly the greatest talent of the en-
tire afternoon, however, was displayed
by a lass named Mary Gaylord, who did
a truly beautiful job, honest, immensely
appealing and tenderly sensitive, with
the difficult saccharine hysterics of the
streetwalker in a scene from Robert
Sherwood’s painfully juvenile Waterloo
Bridge. Abeles, cited above, also rates
plaudits for some highly amusing low-
comedy antics in the prolog of June
Moon, while others deserving special
mention include Walter Black, Wwho
showed a nice stage presence and an
appealing personality in a bit from She
Loves Me Not; Mervyn Nelson, who drew
surprisingly strong effect from the ap-
pallingly written part of the killer in
Blind Alley, and John Morley, who of=
fered smooth comedy work in a scene
from The Dover Road.

The piece de resistance was theo=
retically the presentation of Thornton
Wilder’s one-acter, The Happy Journey.
Since Mr. Wilder was kind enough to
lend the play to the council for the au-
dition, it would be ungrateful to com-
ment on it; but it did manage to throw
into relief the work of William Bock, an
excellent young actor who is not only
highly capable but also ought to screen
exceptionally well. Splendid work in the
Wilder piece was also offered by Kathryn
Grill and Alan Macateer, who graciously
lent their support to the youngsters and
played the two chief roles.

As for the Shakespearean production
Tuesday, it served only to bring home
with tremendous force the painful truth
that our crop of young—and even not-
so-young—players has no more idea of
how to read blank verse than so many
grade-school orators. The temptation to
go into sgpecific detail almost over-
rides the council’s request that only
commendable performances be men-
.tioned; but in any case the work of such
2 Hampden-trained veteran as Leroi
Operti stood out like a healthy thumb
in a collection of sore ones. France
Bendtsen, another veteran, also did nice
work when he settled down to it, and a
youngster named David Evans showed a
real knowledge of how to read, doing a
thoroly excellent job. An extremely
pretty lass also brought a breath of life
in the two or three lines she was al-
lotted. I think her name is Arthelia
Cooke—but in any case she was the one
in the red peasant dress. Eugene Burr,

America.
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AFA Ups Top
Minimum to

$50 in N. Y.

NEW YORK, May 21.—With its eye on
the coming World’s Fair, the American
Federation of Actors’ council has voted
to raise its minimum wage for Class A
night clubs and hotel rooms from 840
to $50 per week per person. This move
does not affect current contracts.

Hotel Men’s Association has been
notified to this effect by Harry R.
Calkins, chief AFA organizer in the
night club field. Negotiations with the
hotel group have been dragging on for
weeks now, but the AFA hopes to reach
an agreement soon without resorting to
strike or picketing.

Current minimum for Class A spots
is 340 for acts per person per week and
$36.50 for chorus per week. But all
existing contracts expire before the
World’s Fair, when it is expected that
the AFA will establish the new mini-
mum in as many spots as possible.

Currently the AFA is policing about
60 clubs and has held up floor shows
several times in successful attempts to
insure payment of salaries to perform-
ers. The AFA is mulling over the ad-
visability of demanding posting of salary
bond by night clubs not doing good
business, but it has taken no action
as yet.

Locally night club business is not so
hot. The Casa Manana has been doing
heavy business, and the International
Casino has been attracting capacity din-
ner crowds, but the Paradise is doing
only fair and is trying to win a rent
reduction as well as install other econ-
omies. The Cotton Club closes for the
summer June 1.° However, opening of
the Riviera Thursday and the slated
openings of other important roadhouses
the next few weeks are hopeful signs,

Pittsburgh Cafes
Still Talk Reform

PITTSBURGH, May 21.—Major nitery
proprietors again are trying to form
united front against chiseling customers
and cut-rate competition; but, as in past
efforts, their ideas have not passed dis-
cussion stage.

Feasibility of setting uniform policy
of minimum or cover, of eliminating
bottle-toting by trade, and of hiring
local bands was bandied about at a meet-
ing of representatives of the William Penn
Hotel, Nixon Restaurant, the Showboat,
New Penn, Plaza Cafe, Bill Green’s and
Eddie Peyton’s.

After-dark magnates organized Alle-
gheny County- Night Club Proprietors’
Associatipn, but failed to commit them-
selves to future joint policy.

Cover charge is in effect at Plaza, Show-
boat and Nixon and minimum at Wil-
liam Penn, New Penn, Green’s and Pey-
ton’s,

Chi’s Skyrocket Continues
Under Andersons’ Guidance

CHICAGO, May 21.—Walter and An-
drew Anderson, local night spot and
ballroom operators, announce that they
will continue to operate the Skyrocket
Cafe thruout the summer,

Capacity of the club is being doubled
and a new feature will include a 200-
foot circular bar with two pianos in the
center. Entertainment, in addition to
piano and organ music, will be fur-
nished by Bob Tank and his Manhat-
tans.

Evans to Chez Paree

CHICAGO, May 21.—Fred Evans, line
producer for Balaban & Katz the last
five years, joined the Chez Paree here
in a similar capacity, succeeding Paul
Oscard. Formerly producer for Publix,
Evans established a reputation in this
area for his work, principally at B. & K.'s
Chicago Theater. That line finished
its Chicago run this week when the
house switched to a temporary band
policy.

Evans will produce the next Chez
Parse show, opening June 3 and starring
Helen Morganr and Cross and Dunn.

Sitdown Strike by “Ape”
- Wins Salary Increase

DETROIT, May 21.—Zorine and her
Modern Eves, “naturalist” act, dou-
bled last week at the Frontenac
Casino and the Colonial Theater.

Highlight of the double date was
the antics of Ingagi, the ape, who
carries Zorine offstage in the climax
of her act. Given feature billing for
the first time at the Colonial, the
“ape” demanded a $25-a-day guar-
antee and promptly sat down’on the
act until Dr. Frederick Merrill, man-
ager. produced the dough. Ingagi
was also used for a between-show ap-
peararce in a cage over the theater
box office.

Chicago Agenfs
Quote Salaries
Making Acts Burn

CHICAGO, May 21.—In their mad race
for accounts local night club bookers are
going over the heads of acts to submit
them at wunauthorized salaries, One
office sends out mail pieces announcing
it can book acts at the lowest prices
and supports the statement by turning
in figures lower than that of competitors
whether or not they have the permission
of the acts to do so.

The more reputable agents are now
insisting on a signed statement from
acts for exclusive rights to submit them
to designated spots so that they can
assure the operators of delivery and at
one salary figure. Agents point out to
the acts that there is no sure way of
stopping this unfalr practice, lack of
organization keeping the boys far apart
from each other.

Rogers’ Chinese Unit Folds

CHICAGO, May 21.—Harry Rogers’
Frisco Follies, featuring an all-Chinese
cast, folded here after its recent Oriental
Theater engagement. Unit had a short
run and some of the members claim
that back salaries are still due them.
Full payment was held up, it Is be~
lieved, due to unprofitable engagements.

Chicago Clubs
Try Giveaways
AsPatron Bait

CHICAGO, May 21.—Clubs are resort-
ing to glveaways to help them see their
way thru the summer. While idea is
sold in a more dignified way than some
of the neighborhood theaters dispensing
dishes and such, the room managers be-
lieving in the something-for-nothing
feature as a business stimulant point
out clearly thru their advertising me-=
diums that the patron will have a
chance to walk out with a free dinner
invitation, cash or just plain knick-
knacks.

“Champagne Hour,” introduced suc-
cessfully by Glover and LaMae into the
Continental Room, Stevens Hotel, is
making competitive - managers think
along the same lines. Continental Room
patrons have a chance nightly to win
two bottles of champagne and two din-
ner invitations, and since this feature
has been ushered in a week ago busi-
ness almost doubled. Joe Miller is using
the same stunt in his 885 Club, only he
is saving the cost of a professional dance
team to conduct the “instruction”
period., Has his orchestra leader lure
the customers on the floor and en-
courages them to let loose for prizes,

Harry’s New York Bar has been testing
out the prize night idea Sundays and
recently distributed as much as $500 a
single night. Feature will be given a
more extensive tryout in the fall.
Smaller clubs are giving away less at-
tractive gifts, but in all cases make the
custoniers come out on the floor to
work for them.

Two Chi Spots Close

CHICAGO, May 21—Two hotel rooms
shuttered for the warm-weather session,
Drake Hotel's Gold Coast Room closing
Thursday and Congress Hotel's Casino
Sunday. Former is planning an early
reopening with name band and strong
shows. Future policy of the Casino re-
mains indefinite.

Night Club Management

By GEORCE COLSON

Now You Know!

N THE May 17 issue of Pic there is a

three-page layout of pictures and de-
tailed information as to what it actually
costs to run a swank club like The La
Conga, New York.

Of course, it’s a plece of press agentry
on the part of Sid Spier and Dorothy
Ross, but it goes further than that in
that it presents an understanding and
awesome picture to the layman of the
terrific headache that goes with most
any metropolitan night spot.

Moral of the idea is to educate the
patron not to wonder at or squawk at
prices charged which may look exorbi-
tant at first glance. Operating costs are
listed at $11,805 per week, altho that
does not include such overhead items as
rent, replacement of equipment, con-
stant redecoration and gas, electric and
telephone bills. In the list are included
a buyer at $60; two accountants, $60
each; two assistants to accountants, $25
each; two stewards, $30 each; chef, §75;
five cooks, $45 each; food bill, $2,000; 36
waiters, $10 each; two food checkers, $30
each; 10 bus boys, $10 each; head bar-
tender, $75; five bartenders, $40 each;
four bar boys, $25 each; liquor bill.
$3,500; three captains, $30 each; twor
doormen, $15 each; four hat checkers,
$25 each; Cuban band, $1,500; name
band, $3,000, and press agent, $100,

Whew!

%* ® * *

Big Orchestra for Overturer
ACK LYNCH, owner of the Walton
Hotel, Philadelphia, thinks that floor

shows for places like his own Roof con-
tain so much of the stage presentation
element in them that he believes an
oversize band, corresponding to a pit
orchestra, is an appropriate ingredient
in proper show presentation.

Accordingly, he has engaged Jeno
Donath, conductor of the pit band at the
Fox Theater there for eight years, to
play overtures at the beginning of each
show and thus set the patrons in proper
mood for the show that follows. Donath
1s signed for 25 weeks.

* *® * *

Employes Tennis Tournament
DD to the list of press agents’ stunts
to publicize their accounts is that
started by the Long Island Hofbrau of
Elmhurst, L. I, which has organized
a tennis tournament for employees of
surrounding clubs and roadhouses.
* » * *

A Prizefighter Stunt
NE way of attracting the sporting
crowd and creating publicity for a

club is for the management to go in
for prize fighter handling. At least
that’'s the contention of the Havana-
Madrid, New York, which has brought
under its wing one Gene Stanley, an
Apollo-like light heavy who won the
male beauty contest in Paris, 1937.

He is used to create an air of excite-
ment around the club and in the hearts
of femme admirers and he fights under
the moniker of the Havana-Madrid Kid.
Naturally he has to win his share of
fights or else the stunt may boomerang.
Night club exercise won't help him
much.

® * * *

Employees Honor Boss
ESTIMONIAL scroll of appreciation
from the personnel of the Club May-

fair. Boston, was presented to Benny
Ginsburg on the occasion of the wooden
anniversary of Ginsburg’s ownership.

Club’s trait for showmanship is shared
alike by a likable crew from Ginsburg
down to the kitchen staff and bus boys.

C[uLﬂTa[ent b

New York City:

HILDEGARDE, who closed last week
at the Versailles, is returning to Europe
for the summer. Opens at the Ritz,
London, June 20, with engagements at
the Berkley and Trocadero to follow.
. . . THE CHARIOTEERS were boocked
into the Famous Door this week by
Henry Frankel, of WOR Artists’ Bureau.
Group continues with its sustaining
spots. . . . MCA is doing a good portion
6f the Casa Manana bookings now, hav=-
ing placed for the new show there May
22 Aarons and Glantz, Fritzi Scheff,
Charles King, Henny Youngman, Vinceng
Bragale’s Orchestra and others. . . .
MCA is also booking the Le Mirage now.

BEA KALMUS replaces Bernice
Parks at the Famous Door. . . JEAN
*MONA is doubling the Hotel New Yorker
and the Belmont Plaza. ALLAN
MORAN AND VIC PIEMONTE, new
piano and song duo, booked by Harry
Engel for the summer at the Raleigh
Room, Warwick Hotel. JOHNNY
HOYSRADT, now appearing at the Rain-
bow Room, has Ben Cutler, ork leader
at the adjacent Grill, to thank for his
appointment at the Rockefeller loft. It
was Cutler who plugged Johnny to John
Roy. . . . CARLOS AND CARITO, dance
team at the Havana-Madrid, desert the
local spot for a four-week date in
Chicago.

Chicago:

BOOTS McKENNA has been re-sighed

by the College Inn as line producer for
next season. . . THE CANSINOS have
returned from St. Louis. . ELSA
HARRIS has left the NTG unit to take
in local niteries on her own.
; MILBOURNE CHRISTOPHER,
magician who closed at the Stevens
Hotel last Wednesday, moved into the
Bismarck Friday (20). . ALBERT
BOUCHE reopens his Villa Venice here
May 28. . . . BURKE SISTERS are back
in circulation, doing a duo. . . .

Here and There:

CRAWFORD AND CASKEY leave the
Hotel Nicollet, Minneapolis, May ‘25 to
journey to the Roosevelt Hotel, New Or-
leans, for a four-week stand, opening
June 2. THE TOWNSENDS, who
recently concluded a 16-week run at
Casino Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, are
current at Casino de Paris in Paris. . . .
VERNON AND VANOFF are being held
over for a fourth week at Northwood
Inn, Detroit. . . . MARLYN BRATTAIN,
dancer, following an engagement at the
Nightingale Club, Parkersburg, W. Va.,
moved into the Down Towners Club,
Toledo, O. . . . KAY DRAYTON, of the
Drayton Sisters and Jack, had her purse,
containing a gold watch and a diamond
ring, among other valuables, stolen from
the dressing room of the 8 o'Clock
Club, Cleveland, last week. . THE
BOYETTES are working clubs in the
Philadelphia area. . VALDAO AND
YVELLE are at the Southern Dinner
Club, Houston, set by MCA.

DOTTI DEE finished a five-week
bocking at the Madison Hotel, Jefferson
City, Mo, to open at the Club Conti-
nental, Kansas City, Mo., for an indefi-
nite engagement. . . MARIA KARSON
TRIO has been set for the Kentucky
Hotel, Lonisville. . . JOHN LONAS
AND RAY FRANCIS, Gay ’'80s imper-
sonators, have been held over at the
Rose Festival, Variefy Hall, Portland, O.
d . PAUL ROSINI, magician, opened
Monday (23) in the Vogue Room of the
Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland, after en-
gagements at the Mayflower Hotel,
Akron, O., and the Walter Roof, Philly.
41 . It's a third month for JOHNNY
KAYE at the Wagon Wheel Club, Hous-
ton, Tex. . . . OLIVE WHITE has been
booked by MCA for the Chez Maurice,
Montreal, for four weeks. Also set for
t.ondon following this date.

PROGRAM at the Petit-Casino, Paris,
now has Ywan Fadel heading the bill,
which includes Jane Larsa, the Marzos
and Barty Brothers, Roncos, Miami Trio,
Ruquet and the Dallys. . . A C.coxX
Rumba Band is still at the Berri on the
Champs Elysees, VANCE ' AND
RONIE vacationing in Paris before re-
turning to Copenhagen in June. . . .
JOHNNY RANDOLPH, singer with Ken
Moyer’s Orchestra at the Ringside Club,
Fort Worth, Tex., has signed a five-year
coutract with Consolidated Radio Artists,
Inc.

HOUSTON, Tex., May 21.—Rice Hotel
Roof opened seasonr Thursday night with
Eddie Fitzpatrick and ork and five-act
floor show.
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Tucker Dominates Riviera

Opening; Other Club Reviews

Ben Marden’s Riviera, atop the
Palisades in Fort Lee, N. J., and just
across the George Washington Bridge
from New York City, is usually the big
opening gun of the roadhouse season.
And this year the opening gun booms
louder than usual, what with the gusty
Sophie Tucker bedazzling the customers

and Leonard Sillman’s ‘“revue” giving
her interesting background.
The show this time is an informal,

punchy affair presented as a party (show
title is Life Goes to a Party), which
enables Marden to save dough on a big
chorus troupe and elaborate effects.
However, altho the show is not as spec-
tacular as last year, it is sock stuff and
should do much to bring informality to
this rather severe, awesome and spacious
night club.

Miss Tucker, of course, is a past mas-
ter at stirring customers into applause
and applause. She offered one about
the autograph, also Swinging Annie
Laurie Thru the Rye (with Johnny
Selma at the electric organ), and then
Week-End of a Private Secretary, fol-
lowed by Your Broadway and Mine,
backed by pianist Ted Shapiro leading
the band and the 12 showgirls doing
vocal background. For an encore, she
slayed them with her rowdyish You've
Got To Be Loved To Be Healthy and,
for that grand finishing touch, Some of
These Days. A dynamic personality, Miss
Tucker offered a completely satisfying
half hour of smash entertainment.

Redinger Twins, lovely young girls,
scored heavily with their simultaneous
novelty dancing, both straight and
comic. Their routines and delivery are
swell. Then there’s Roy Benson, doing
one of those saucy monologs and magic
turns that turn out much more inter-
esting than they appear at first. Benson
is a young and good-looking fellow who
has a line of gab and some interesting

The Great.
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% Variety-Music Hall Act in
the world. Running time 1 hour. 50 Crocodiles,
30 Lions, 50 Snakes. .

Tor promotion: 145 different striking lithographs.
1,000 cuts, 3 complete wagon loads of material.

Permanent Address:

THE BILLBOARD 7564 3radvay

and

““The Latest
in Dancing””

Currently

RAINBOW GRILL

Rockefeller Center, ﬂN. Y.

{Licensed)} Agency
Booking Talent For All
Occasions
M Suites 401-3, 1674 Broadway, N. Y. City.
i Phone Cl-rcle 7-2576.
o i iy R A

palming tricks. His best trick is the ball
rolling over and under his fingers.

Ginger Manners, a pretty blonde, ema-
sees the “party” and reveals an infec-
tious style of big-mouthed, gurgling
comedy. BShe looks like a real comer.
Pierce and Harris, comedy ballroom
team, are quite amusing. Rang up a
show-stop after two light numbers and
encored with their best, a chair dance.

The showgirls, 12 of them and gor-
geous, get the show off to a neat start
with a Showgirls, Hell, No! number in
which strip down to panties and bras,
using fast zipper devices. They return
only for the Tucker number.

The cast is seatec at tables in front
of the band stand to create the party
atmosphere. Credits: Book by Sillman
and Everett Marcy, original score by
Baldwin Bergerson, Irving Graham and
June, Sillman. Costumes by Veronica.

Enric Madriguera lends his sweet vio-
lining and handsome profile to leading
the main band, which dishes out good,
solid music for both the show and danc-
ing. Band features a swell violin sec-
tion, incidentally. Cute Patricia Gill-
more does the vocals. The alternate
dance band is led by Vincent Pirro (ac-
cordionist) and has seven men provid-
ing tango, rumba and waltz music.
Charming brunet Una Wyte is the vocal-
ist.

Carl Frbe is again the press agent
and once more put thru an elaborate
exploitation campaign for the opening.
The spot still has a tie-up with Bell,
Parmelee and Terminal cabs for $1.50
maximum cab fare to and from any
spot in Manhattan or Bronx—but cab
drivers try to chisel anyway.

Shows at 8, midnight and 2:30. Special
opening night price was $7.50. Dinner
is as low as $3.50. ‘Service and food
excellent, Paul Denis.

Rainbow Room, New York

Wednesday night saw the installation
of the new summer line-up and aban-
donment of the stiff-front policy ad-
hered to remainder of year. The less
informal Grill across the foyer remains
open, but letting down of formality bar-
riers in the more pretentious Room may
steal so much of the play that shutter-
ing of the Grill for the hot months may
result.

Two favorite musical groups, practical-
ly fixtures of the lofty layout, have been
brought back for the occasion: Al Dona-
hue, making his fifth return appearance
here, and the mustachioed Eddie Le
Baron. Both bands are recognized for
nearly tops in their fields and especially
suited for the swankier spots.

Donahue’s presence Is a lesson in
friendly modesty and no small wonder
he is brought back again and gain, for
he fits the entertainment requirements
here to a T. He was greeted with a
warm reception this night. In his mild,
yet assured manner, he also handles
whatever emsee duties are necessary. In
modified swing tempos, his band pro-
vides faultless modern dance chores and
show accompaniment. Le Baron, ac-
cepted standard bearer for the Latin
rhythms among the upper stratum of
cafe society, breezes thru his tango and
rumba novelties with infectious aban-
don. He also does the vocalizing for his
outfit. Paula Kelly is the chorus canary
for the Donahue group.

Novel and worth while is the floor-
show entertainment as provided by Jack
Cole and nis Dancers and Johnny Hoys-
radt, mimic. Presenting a series of Far
East dances as prescribed by the concert
stage from which he orients, Jack Cole
impresses with the exact and striking
manipulations of his symbolic arm, hand
and body movements. He deviates just
enough from the strict serious concert
stuff to add modernistic and Harlemese
traces, spicing up his routines and mak-
ing them more palatable as floor-show
fodder.

Hoysradt, in a long and many-sided
satirical spree, offers choice bits of trav-
esty and burlesquing in a grand manner
that is gobbled by by the ¢so-called
swank set. Outside of his opening im-
personation bits, he can best be de-
scribed as a male Beatrice Lillie,

With the aid of one Senor Alvarez
D’Avalos, reputed to be responsible for
the introduction of the latest Latin
dance craze, the Conga, and the dance
team of Marlyn and Michael, from the
adjacent Grill, and a set of four-boy
and four-girl demonstrators, Eddie Le

Baron propagates a Cuban Big Apple and
is as enthuslastically taken up by the
patrons as any B. A. demonstration at
the height of its popularity.
Dinners at $3.50. Two shows nightly.
Ed Seay handles press relations, Miss
Bruce assisting. George Colson.

Summit, Baltimore

Under new management, this summer
spot has been getting bad breaks and
biz hasn’t been any too good during its
first two weeks. Club, with Clem Spring
as managing director this season, is In
picturesque location about four miles
north of Baltimore and in midst of
wooded area.

Dick Mansfield’s MCA Band is played
up big to attract the dancers. Mansfield
delivers in good fashion, but is a trifle
sloppy on some selections. Ork consists
of 10 men plus vocalist Judy Abbot, an
attractive blonde, who sounds as good as
she looks. Possesses pleasant voice and
nice delivery.

Floor show altho short in quantity is
long on quality. Elinore Knight opens
with some neat tripping. Displaying a
sweet personality and a pretty palr of
shafts, she performs several routines in

a combination of ballet, soft shoe and ,

tap with pleasing results.

The deep baritone voice of Gene Archer
booms out as the next offering. Archer
made many friends at this spot last
summer thru his “excellent singing and
should prove to be a good local attrac-
tion. After a winter in New York Arch-
er’s tones are even better than last year,
resulting in patrons demanding several
encores.

Standout attraction is Joe and Betty
Lee, who conclude the brief floor show.
This cute dance team is unusual be-
cause of their extreme youth. Innocent
abandon and freshness are reflected in
swell waltz and encore of rumba that
have also zest and perfect timing. Both
kids have plenty personality.

Spot should get better breaks when
weather improves. No cover. Minimum
of §1 week nights and $1.50 week-ends.
Booking is split between Will Weber, of
New York, and Leonard Trout, of Balti~
more. Phil Lehman.

606 Club, Chicago

One of the few late hour spots doing
a profitable business. First show caught
Monday night was viewed by a typical
New Year’s Eve crowd, almost unbeliev-
able these dull nights. Combination of
long, but -fast and snappy shows
crammed with acts and a reasonable $1
minimum reached the clicking bracket
months ago.

Billy Carr continues as emsee and is
doing a terrific job in chaining the show
into one happy unit. Has mastered the
trick of keeping the night clubbers con-

stantly amused and in building up an
act whenever it needs that tonic. On
his own, he is an impressive crooner of
tunes delivered in a Jolson-Jessel style,

606 Sweethearts, line of four girls,
open and close the 80-minute bill with
a couple of decorative routines, first a
hot milftary tap and next a spring-
flavored waltz parade. The Kkids are
Margaret and Annabelle Faber, Deedee
Jennings and Ruth Fosner,

Betty and Lawrence Cook, cute and
speedy tap team, come on for an early
session. Retty is an attractive blond
and has loads of personality. Marne is
the first of the nude artists to give the
hoys an eyeful of her shapely figure.
Ann QO'Connor follows her with a bur-
lesque on strippers that packs some good
laughs. Works in the country maiden
style.

White Sisters, two sexy blondes, strike
stock poses with a fan number executed
in long gowns, and Jessie Rossella, heavy=
weight blues singer, is next with a trio
of heavy ditties that tax her strong set
of pipes. Shec is another of the old fa-

Man With 1,000
Faces.

Qagney’s Double.
fNow Pilaying
Private and Olub
Dates.

|
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* WORLD'S FAIREST GLAMGUR GIRLS *
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HATHRYN DUFFY PRODUCTIONS

Presented with Cunning Showmanship!

LOS ANGELES EXAMINER—

"t * * B Galaxy of Girls provided e
bang-up show . . . Never before has
this town . . . even Hollywood . . . seen
such a coasistently high average of
beautiful, Talented Girls in a Chorus.”
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“* * * An gbundance of young and
pretty glamour girls pleased the 5.R.O.

crowds . . . Show is high class and
clean. Revue stands out as a big time
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16 WEST MAIN STREET
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vorites here who is to remain indefi-

nitely. "

Gwen Marlowe, another nude, works
with more snap and to good results.
Peppy and Peanuts, hot and screwy
dance team, wiggle and worm thru some
nondescript steps and poses. No excuse
for their double-meaning couplets, how-
ever, and would be better off to let their
older-looking brothers of the trade dish
them out.

Mona Lileslie is featured in her bride
number Which she performs with skill.
One nude who uses an idea behind her
routines and, as a result, stands out.
Sally Keith is another of the disrobing
brigade who, to this reviewer at any
rate, looked plenty off-color with insipid
body contortions. The patrons responded
with gufiaws, however.

Helen King is a cute and run-of-the-
mill tapper, and Pcaches, of the bur-
lesque stage, comes on before Carr’s clos-
ing spot to shake her big but well-
formed figure thru some 32 or motre
bars of feverish music.

Sol Lake’s four-piece band plays-a good
show. His combination includes Herbie

Only Act Of Its Kind

G. C. CHANCELLOR

Presents

WA-NEENA

HAWAIIAN PRINCESS OF TAP

@

Direction of

WALLY JACKSON

Broadway’s Dance Stylist
145 W. 45th Street, Br.9-1630 New York City

Harris, Jack Fernstrum and Hugh Hui-
son. The Tripoll Trio (George Pellonari,
Louis Orlando and Anthony Cammarata)
stroll thru the tables during intermis-
sions with instrumental and vocal cf-
ferings. Sammy Clark is the leading
booker for this club.
Sam Honigberg.

Hotel New Yorker’s Garden
Terrace, New York

For the summer spell, decors creating
that country-club-porchish environ, the
Terrace Room of Hotel New Yorksar
makes an appealing Garden Terrace. Ard
to enhance this physical enchantment, a
new bancd and a new show. is on tap.

The permanent attraction is the ice
show. And while there is much en-
grossment these days on the spectacle
of an ice show on a nitery floor, the ice
is beginning to wear thin in this par-
ticular instance. .

Cutting running time to 30 minutes,
this particular unit, which first ap-
peared here last season, failed to cut
any commendable capers. The sameness

,of qualities in the specialties, the lack

of a single production punch and gen-
eral shortcomings in entertainment ayp-
peal as a whole because of its matter-of-
factly routining, made a chilling pres-
entation for what was undoubtedly in-
tended to be glacial grandeur..

Save for the spasms of comic relief,
and welcome relief, in Eric Wait’s drunk
dance and the frost-coating to ballroom-
atics cut clean by Norval Baptie and
Gladys Lamb, headlining the unit, the
remainder is conventional

With costume changes, and even those
are not too pretentious, making for the
distinguishing factor, a one-two-three
pattern prevails for Ronny Robert’s acra
turn, teaming with Du Raine Farley for
a rhythm terp spell; Bobby Lamb’s fres
style skating licks and spinning with
Miss Lamb; May Judels’ trying hard to
approximate a spinning top during 3a
Russo dance, and the folderols of line
girls entered by a sextet, with Miss Far-
ley and Judels doubling in those for-
mations.

It’s bound to impress -the neophyte
Garden Terrace night-lifer, primarily
for its novel note, but holds nothing

Mgt.:

CARLA &

 FERNAND
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®
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thrilling for the repeater.

A more characteristic change is found
on the band stand. After depending on
swing syncopations all season, a smooth
and out-and-out commercial combo
takes over the assignment to supply
dance incentives, the call going to Ran
Wilde. It's the typical supper salon in-
strumentation (three fiddles, three sax,
trumpet, harp and regulation rhythm)
supplying the typical supper salon in-
vectives for either sitting it out without
attending drum earaches or for a whirl
around the polished floor.

It's Wilde’s first date in New York.
And while he makes for a personable
front for his obviously capable crew,
their style lacks any distinctive note.
However, it matches the mood of the
setting musically and sells itself on the
high melodic content of down-to-earth
arrangements. Bing-like Joe Luke, gui-
tar, adds the Crosby kind of chanting
and sax man Jimmy Ginn gives voice to
the rhythmic-tempoed tunes. Marge
Coleman spends more time sitting beside
than strumming along the harp strings,
which is an abuse of a potential. en-
hancement.

For the first night, an extra-added
was presented by star song-saleslady
Ethel Shutta; the Four Bachelors, male
quartet with Yacht Club Boys ten-
dencies, and the terp twain of Enrico
and Novello, a terpsichoréan treat if
there ever was one. And it was the ex-
tra-added fare that made the opening
an eventful evening, the dance team,
by far, garnering most of the glory.

Six-bit covers on week nights prevail,
with a double take on the Saturday and
holiday nights. Show presented at din-
ner, 'starting at the two bill, and after
the midnight hour.

George V. Riley manages this Ralph
Hitz hostelry, and Dick Mockler still
handles the press relations.

M. H. Orodenker..

Coconut Grove, London

Striking novelty here is the appear-
ance of Mathea Merryfield, American
dancer, who introduced the fan dance
to London some five years ago.

Miss Merryfield, shapely and stately
(6 foot 2) redhead, introduces a daring
and elaborate nude dance, The Spider
and the Butterfly, in which ingenious
lighting and mechanical effects are em-
ployed. Turn 1is highly fascinating.
Mathea’s dancing is graceful and her
miming perfect. Prefaces this corking
number with an exotic fan dance and
a ‘“champagne” number.

In for four weeks, she will probably
stay longer. Supporting act is the Three
Admirals, boy harmony singers, who do
well with a good selection of pops.

Bert RosS.

Collége Inn, Hotel Sherman,
Chicago

An elevated ice rink has been installed
to house another ice show for the sum-
mer. While comparatively small in pro-
portion to the recent skating carnivals
exhibited in the city, it is, nevertheless,
novel cafe entertailnment and a pleasant
divertissement for after-dark diners. A
stimulating winter scene background
furnishes ample color for the affair.

Brandt Sisters, from Switzerland, are
the featured attraction. A couple of
smooth skating kids who work with skill
and zest. They are introduced in the
opening and during the show are fea-
tured in a light and dark fantasy and a
fencing duel that are expertly executed.

A line of six girls appear in the minia-
ture preoduction numbers, cutting thru
stock numbers. Rubin Scott swishes
across with a fancy skating routine, and
Charles and Vida Ucksilla, dance team,
rumba on for a session with vim and
vigor.

Bud Lewis takes down the barrel-
Jjumping honors, and Duke and Noble
furnish the only comedy relief with
their familiar instructor and pupil non-
sense. Most of their talk is lost but
some of their tricks are potential laugh-
getters. Jenna, of St. Louis, is another
champlon figure skater who displays her
wares spectacuiarly.

Marian Frances, striking brunet and
vocalist with Frankie Masters® Band, gets
a spot to warble impressively I Was Do-
ing All Right, and Oh, Mamma. Girl is
a better than average band songstress.

Frankie Masters, now filling his
fourth engagement here, plays dance-
able music and makes a personable and
entertaining emsee. During vocal novel-
ties with Marian, he doubles in a quar-
tet which also includes Dick Kesner,
Pats Fellman and Norvelle Price.

Intermission entertainers include Dr.

Arthur Marcus, “the mad magician,”
who keeps the patrons amusingly mysti-
fied; Myrus, mentalist, here for months
and months with his ingenious offering,
and Karl Marx, clown, now ’way in his
second year with his clean and merry
nonsense.

Minimum is $1.25 after 10 p.m. and
32.25 for dinner guests. Business has
been picking up since the opening of
the new show last week.

Sam Honigberg.

Stork Club, Warwick, R. L

Celebrating its second anniversary this
month, this place continues as one of
the class New England spots. Mr. and
Mrs. A, Horowitz are proprietors. Show
usually consists of four acts, booked
thru William Morris and Arthur Gross-
man agencies of New York., When name
attractions come in number of acts is
cut. Club seats arcund 300.

Val Irving, Bill Steele and Joe Rollo
are headlining a second week. Steele
and Rollo have looks that draw the
femmes and Irving's clowning wows the
males. Boys are doing their vaude act
but interpolating ad libbing and gags
appropriate to night club use. Steele
does the m. c. in grand style and his
singing voice deserves the hand it gets.

The Benton Twins open the show
with a song-dance rendition of the
“Skrontch,” coming back later for a
song-tap.

Norma Mitchell, shapely Titian-haired
looker, is pleasing and graceful in a
“medley of moods” dance. Top Hai, done
in various dance tempos, and an
American Bolero score best.

Irving, Steele and Rollo hold down
the mid-portion of the program, work-
ing for 25 minutes when caught. Open-
ing with a song, they follow with origi-
nal burlesque skits on Muiiny on the
Bounty, Good Earth and Dead End. Any-
thing is likely to happen. But the
lads’ clowning, slapstick and hokum is
okeh stuff with' the customers.

Dollar minimum thru the week.

Amie Trianglo’s Band, led by Jackie
Thompson, furnishes music for the show
and dancing. A good aggregation.

C. A. Rosskam.

Green Gables, Drums, Pa.

Opening his summer season at this
club near Wilkes-Barre, Owner Pete
Demopulos booked a fine initial show,
altho a little top-heavy with dancing.

Featuring the show are the Great
Rocheys and Barbara and Maurice,
reputed to be the only dance team in
the country performing on stilts. Mau-
rice, the more versatile of the pair,
opened with a difficult dance. Palr
later do a novelty ballroom and tap.
Act is interesting and should go far.

Bill Terry is m. c. Also offers a novelty
based on a broadcast from Sing Sing
prison and teams up with his partner,
Ena, to trace the origin of the modern
dance steps.

Mona Lee and Patricia Storm, tall and
stately girl team, did a waltz and a
novelty acrobatic number, topping off
their performance after a change with
a sophisticated dence in which one
dressed in tails and top hat.

Stan Hall, with a rich baritone and
accompanying himeself on a guitar, ren-
dered Night and Duy, showing consider-
able improvement since last seen. During
dance intermissions Hall' works table to
table.

This nicely decorated spot features
the good-looking Lee Elliot and her 10
Mistresses of Music

Demopulos has not decided definitely
whether he will feature weekly shows
or just have tham for the week-end.

Milton Miller.

Savey Hotel, London

Only two acts this week, but both
swell entries.

Three Wiere Brothers, easily Europe’s
most original comedy act, are a knock-
out with a new line in comedy. Boys
enhance their great showing with fine
showmanship and personality.

Richards and Adrienne Dancers, two
men and a pretty brunet, are. making
their European debut. Act presents an
original sophisticated dance in which a
new line ‘of acrobatic tricks gets solid
plaudits.. Turn is tastefully dressed and
faultlessly routined. Bert Ross.

Columbia, Alliance, Closes

ALLIANCE, O., May 21.— Columbia
Theater here has discontinued units
offered Thursdays and Fridays since last
summer. Will close for improvements
and will reopen late in the summer.
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Vaudeville Notes

BOYD RAEBURN and orchestra followed
their Congress Hotel engagement in Chi-
cago with a week at the State-Lake, Chi-
cago, starting May 20. SALLY RAND
follows into that house week of June 3.
... THE THREE NONCHALANTS opened
an eight-week engagement May 21 at
the Cafe de Yurka, Rio de Janeiro.

BLANCHART AND MIRIELLE ROZET
and Esmeraldo top bill at Petit-Casino,
Paris. Gino and partner, Chester King-
ston, Monty, Dandreff, Sanz, Renee
Gendre, Barton, Simone Ryp, Lily May
and Rose Avril on same bill.

BETTY BURGESS and Sonny LaMont
will play a return date at the State-
Lake, Chicago, week of June 10, followed
by another DPeter Higgins repeater
June 17.

CAB CALLOWAY will play the Or-
pheum, Madison, Wis.; Palace, Peoria,
111, and Orpheum in Springfield, IIl.,
June 3, 4 and 5, respectively. Houses,
booked by Lou Lipstone in Chicago,
using spot bookings.

BELLE BAKER goes into Loew’s State,
New York, June 9. . JOE AWD
MARTY WHITE are doing organizing for

. the New York Boys’ Association, Inc., in
their spare time. PERZADE AND
JETAN, ballroom team, are opening a
roadhouse, The Billikens, at Lake Cossa-
yuna, N. Y., for the summer.

BOB HOPE and Jackie Coogan, now in
Hollywood, will make joint vaude appear-
ances, opening at Loew’s State, New
York, June 24, Meanwhile Coogan picks
up the Golden Gate, San Francisco, next
week. Hope is finishing his role in Give
Me a Sailor for Paramount. . BUDDY
ROGERS, ending his vaude tour, left
Chicago with Mary Pickford last week
for Hollywood. JOE ROLLEY,
formerly of the team of Gallagher and
Rolley and who with Bryan Foy wrote the
song Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Shean, is en
route to San Francisco by motor from
Miami, where he has been since February.
He visited The Billboard’s Cincinnati office
May 21 and said he is now writing songs
for Joe Goodman and Walter Donaldson.

BERT NAGLE"AND CO. have secured
a two-year re-engagement from the Win-
tergarten, Berlin. The director of the
theater informs us that Nagle is the out-
standing act on their 12-act bill and the
best American comedy act ever to play
the house. BOB BAKER, Unij-
versal pictures’ singing cowboy, is en
route east from the Coast on a p.-a. tour.
o 0 FIVE KEWPIE DOLLS and Harry
Taylor are headed for Hollywood.

ARREN AND BRODERICK are spend-
ing the summer at Russell Island, Mich.
- . . ZUDELLA, mentalist, is at present
working the Mort H. Singer Theater Corp.
in Iowa. ". BELA DANWILLE, of the
Danwilles, is now in City Hospital, St.
Louis, suffering from a broken back due to
a fall. Act will be unahle to work for
six months. . . Meeting of the NVA
club last Sunday had 335 in attendance.
Ak Old-fashioned star bicycle used by
the KAUFFMAN TROUPE in the ’80s has
been presented to the Rochester His-
torical Society.

GEORGES MARTIN, who toured Amer-
ica in 1936, will return from Paris this
fall.

BARBARA BLANE has been set by
Dick Henry, of the William Morris of-
fice, for an Australian tour, sailing from
New York September 27 and opening in
Melbourne October 17 for 10 weeks and
following with another 10-week run in
Sydney. ... CARLENA DIAMOND, harpist
in the Phil Spitalny Band, gained a set-
tlement this week against the Keith
Ohio Corp.,, operator ,of the Palace.
Cleveland, where instruments belonging
to Miss Diamond were damaged.
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL REVUE suit
against Warner and Vitaphone is set for
trial in June. . . . FLYING HIGH unit,
stranded recently in Butte, Mont., was
fed, paid fér a performance and then
given transportation money to their next
stop by that gracious city.

Nelson Unit for Kemp Time

CINCINNATI, May 21.—Morris Nelson’s
new unit, Revue Magnificent, which
opened for the Sun office at the Rialto
Theater here last Sunday, opens for T.
D. Kemp Jr. on the Southern time at
Richmond, Va. June 9. Twenty-people
company features Margie Noble and the
Lingerie Girls.

Faith in Vaude

NEW YORK, May 21.—Proving his
faith in better vaude conditions next
season, agent Willlam Shilling has
signed up several acts to exclusive
representation contracts which guar-
antee at least 26 weeks vaude out of
52.

Shilling points to Fenwick and
Cook, team which worked 42 weeks
this past season, and also to the
Shanghai Wing Troupe, which worked
261 vaude weeks and six weeks of
fair. Shilling had guarantee each
26 vaude weeks.

Detroit Nabes Fall
Back on Vaude To
Hypo Low Pic Biz

DETROIT, May 21.—Faced by per-
sistent drop in business, several local
theater managers are resorting to vaude-
ville. Tho too early to gauge true re-
sults, It appears that houses using this
policy are getting at least as good busi-
ness as those sticking to pictures.

Ethel Waters and her Cotton Club
Revue are this week at the Granada.
Ordinarily about a fourth or fifth-run
house on a dual picture policy, the
Granada stepped into the limelight this
week with the Waters booking.,

At the Iris Theater, operated by Al
Ruttenberg, Lady Brooke, psychic, made
a special appearance. Newspaper adver-
tising cxtensively used for this booking.
Gene Dennis, another psychic, is ap-
pearing in the lobby of the Michigan
Theater, ace vaude house.

Third show of unusual type was the
Federal Theater production of The
Locked Room, opening Monday at Bea-
con Theater. All three are neighborhood:
theaters, making the trend unusually
significant.

Louisiana Nitery
Season in Slump

NEW ORLEANS, May 21 —With only
one Class-A spot operating, Vieux Carre
clubs curtailing budgets to summer ebb
and only big suburban house up for
sale night club situation in this area is
acute. Alir-conditioned Blue Room of
the Roosevelt, with Jimmy Grier’s Band
and good floor show, holds its head
above water. Others are.resorting to
cheap acts.

Summer season in Shrevéport is helped
by growing oil boom, while Baton Rouge
enjoys temporary prosperity. In Shreve-
port Skyline Roof of the Washington-
Youree opens May 26 with Garwood Van
and ork. Heidelberg Roof in Baton
Rouge expands floor show and Tom
Lewis’ Ork replaces Harold Jordy’s.

At Bunkie V. E. Harris has expanded
entertainment at New Blue Moon Club
with Jordy’s Ork and “theafer cafe’” unit.

Milwaukee Folds;
Acts Paid Short

CHICAGO, May 21.—Alhambra Thea-
ter, Milwaukee, which reopened Ilast
month with & combination policy and
in the last three weeks was under the
guidance of three different operators,
folded Tuesday night. Acts left holding
the bag for the last four-day session
include Evelyn Wilson, Bob and May
O'Neill, Jack Lane’s Lovebirds and the
Edwards Sisters.

Eddie Sligh, of Sligh & Tyrrell, who
placed the first three acts, says the
operator, Donald Rohn, of Milwaukee,
promises to pay off. He presented him
a bill of some $200, less small advances
secured by the O’Neills and Lane. Ed-
wards Sisters were booked in by Boyle
‘Woolfolk.

Combinration of poor week-day busi-
ness and differences with the musicians’
union forced the closing.

MILWAUKEE, May 21.—The Alhambra,
vaudefilm house operated by the Great
Lakes Theater Corp., folded May 23 when
the musicians’ union refused to deviate
from its agreement whereby Dave Miller's
Band was being paid in advance daily.
Spct’s 15-20-30-cent admission policy
had been raising hob with business at
various downtown houses.

N. Y. Revival
Plans Aplenty;

Mostly Phoney

NEW YORK, May 21.—Vaude agents,
bookers and acts are all excited over
press reports that a revival of vaudeville
is just around the corner—but the sad
truth seems to be that exhibitors don't
really love vaudeville at all, but are just
using the vaude threat in unsuccessful
tries to squeeze better pictures from
the. distributors.

Harry Brandt has been proclaiming
for a half year his intention to switch
20 of his houses to vaude any minute.
The Brandt houses have not been able
to get good picture product and have
been resorting to more and more foreign
films. Brandt ~asked the musicians’
union for a special low rate for pit
men a few months ago, but has not
pursued the vaude idea any further.

Meanwhile the spectacular success of
the first straight vaude bill at the Casa
Manana has encouraged all sorts of

‘vaude plans. Billy Rose has cleatred at

least $20,000 on this bill, which grossed
around $110,000 in its three-week run,
and is now looking around for another
pop-priced cabaret to be called the
Pioneer Palace. He may take over the
Hollywood Restaurant site.

Warner is still trying to make up its
mind to put vaude or a band policy into
the Mark Strand and also whether to
restore vaude into the Strand, Brook-
lyn, where three-day vaude made a
neat profit during a run of about four
months this year.

The Criterion, indie house, is again
mulling over vaude plans due to in-
ability to get good film product, but
nothing is set yet.

Acts Coimplain
Salaries Are Cut
On Holdover Weeks

CHICAGO, May 21.—Acts working the
B. & K. Chicago Theater with big pic-
tures claim that they are being asked
to take cuts on holdover weeks, even tho
their contracts call for the same salary
when options are exercised.

B. & R. executives explain that due to
lower gross figures on holdover sessions
the firm is forced to slice the operating
budget accordingly. Where protests
have been registered by acts those in
demand for the current stage production
are often held at the regular salary.
Others that can be replaced submit to a
cut or do not remain longer than a
week.

Latest instance Involved Rufe Davis
and Ben Dova, who are on the current
stage bill in conjunction with Robin
Hood. Rufe came in for $1,000 a week.
He was asked to take a cut but refused.
Ben Dova also protested over a salary
slicing and won.

B. & K. maintain that acts in for
holdover weeks should co-operate, as
added cessions save performers traveling
expenses and help the operators get on
the black side of the ledger.

1405 Gardens Opens
In Southern Illinois

ST. LOUIS, May 21.—The 1405 Gar-
dens opened last Friday in Madison
County, Illinois. New elaborate spot is
under management of Elwood DeArmond
and seats 1,400. Three shows nightly
except Mondays when it is dark.

Jerry Colt is emwee, while Ance Gaa
and Sophisticated = Swing Musicians,
Carlton and Diane and Peggy Duncan
make up show.

Owncrs closed their old spot, the 1405
Club, East St. Louis, which they had
been operating for the past four years.
Owners believe a mammoth outdoor spot
a better bet for the summer.

Lincoln, Philly, To Reopen

PHILADELPHIA, May 21.—An auction
was held last Tuesday at Harry Slatko’s
Nixon Grand Theater of the house fix-
tures to meet a levy for back rent.

Work was begun this week on re-
building the Lincoln Theater, which will
be opened by Morris Wax as a colored
vaude-filmer in the fall.

Martha Raye Goes Swank

LOS ANGELES, May 21.—Martha
Raye Is becoming sensitive over her
stock in trade—her mouth.

Last week Martha went to court to
restrain a picture magazine from us-
ing ‘a two-year-old photograph of
chimpanzee posing with her, both
with their face cavity wide open.
Since that picture was taken, her at-
torney maintains, she has gone on
to bigger things.

In fact, the complaint states, she
has changed during that period from
the wide-mouthed comedienne to the
point where she is now identified
with the “higher spheres of culture
and dramatic art,” due largely in
part to the “shapeliness and elegance
of her legs.”

Chi Bookers
Prefer Bands for
That B.-O. Pull

CHICAGO, May 21.-—Bands, in greater
favor with audiences since the swing
‘craze caught on, held up the vaudeville
honors in this area this season. This is
particularly true in territories using spot
bookings that resorted almost exclusively
to band units.

Local Balaban & Katz booking depart-
ment, handling flesh bookings for the
Great States Theaters and other indie
houses in the Midwest, reports that-
bands enjoyed their best vaude season
in those houses to date. Filling one, two
and three-day stands, name outfits
mopped up and attracted the younger
set especially.

Acts greatly benefited by this trend,
as each unit used an average of three
to four vaude turns. Music Corp. of
America had its most successful season
with combination house bookings, a
greater number than ever of the agency’s
ace bands taking in vaude tours. Such
leaders as Eddy Duchin, Shep Fields,
Guy Lombardo, Wayne King, Tommy
Dorsey, Hal Kemp, Little Jack Little,
among others, have taken in some of
the best combination house dates and
rolled up prosperous grosses. MCA has
cashed in on its office prizes imme-
dlately after closing successful radio net-
work shows and publicized hotel engage-
ments.

From reports here operators are
willing to continue with band units as
long as they show up well at the box
office. A good example is Charles Olsen,
operator of the profitable Lyric Theater,
Indianapolis, who recorded some terrific
weeks with top bands. When Duchin
played his house Olsen made out a per-
sonal check of $200 to Peter Duchin, the
maestro’s infant, in appreciation of the
heavy traffic attracted by the piano-
playing wizard. Wayne King was the
recipient of a proportionate gift. The
Palace, Milwaukee, which spots occa-
sional bookings, is another house in
the market for bands only.

Warnie Jones, who books the few scat-
vered RKO dates in the Midwest, has
used a number of the baton swingers,
as has Louis Lipstone, of B. & K. office,
at the Chicago and Oriental theaters
here.

Warner Down to

Three Vaude Weeks

NEW YORK, May 21 —Summer clos-
ings of Warner flesh houses in the East
have reduced the number of weeks avail-
able to three weeks, divided among
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Washington,
Camden and Steubenville.

Theaters that dropped vaude showings
for the summer in the last week include
those in Lancaster, York and Reading,
in Pennsylvania, and in Wilmington,
Del.

Elkort Books St. Louis

CHICAGO, May 21.—Eddie Elkort, of
Music Corp., has again landed the
Meadowbrook Country Club, St. Louis,
which reopens for the season May 25.
Name bands and two night spot acts
will be used “fortnightly and changed
as frequently. Opening show has
Consolo and Melba and Janet Evans.
Jimmy Joy’s Band goes in June 3.
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Loew’s State, New York
(Reviewed Thursday Evening, May 19)

This week’s bill is a four-acter, pluck-
ing from four widely diversified fields,
but making, in sum total, but an aver-
age layout. It is brightened mainly by
the presence of George Givot, dialecti-
cian and returned - from - Hollywood
prodigal, and rounds out with Jane Pick-
ens, radio singing star; Tony Sarg’s
Marionettes and the flash act of Bryant,
Raines and Young and Sinclair Sisters.
Show runs less than an hour, necessi-
tated perhaps by the longish Test Pilot
film.

Opener has Bryant, Raines and Young,
a two-girl ballroom and adagio trio,
working out a pattern to a Viennese
waltz, with the man alternating in
glides ana lifts with the two partners
and also handling them simultaneously.
Trio also make a second appearance, this
time trimmed to adagio costuming, in a
gripping routine executed with speed
and ease. Man works both girls at same
time almost continuously, giving out in
double feature every trick accomplished
by single teams. In between, the Sin-
clair Sisters score with an eccentric tap
—with slight acro embellishments—that
is both cute in its delivery and slightly
different in content.

After getting off to a flying start with
a brace of suitable ballads, Jane Pickens,
stately blond songbird, decides to at-
tempt comedy. Her legit warbling of I
Can Dream, Can’t 1? and When a Gypsy
Makes His Violin Cry showed up her rich,
expressive tones and sure high notes to
advantage, but her misgulded take-off
on the French prima donna serves to
take the edge off her good work instead
of spicing it. She slid back to form in
time with a novel-twisted Ti-Pi-Tin.

Givot had no trouble at all working up
his Greek Ambassador harangue to the
point where every broken English word
or phrase rocked the patrons. And to
make sure that everyone in the house
found something comical in his monolog,
he added Jewish interpolations. A few
minor changes and additions are the
only variations to his spiel, but as it
stands nonetheless potent.

Tony Sarg’s marionette show is an ex-
cellently handled bit of puppeteering:
with comedy, and is perfectly staged for
visibility and lighting considering the
coniparative smallness of his figures.
The Robinson Crusoe depiction is a
realistic bit of make-believe in action
and settings. The miniature theater
within the theater also served up the
contortions of a girl acro dancer, the
superhuman feats of a couple of acro-
bats and the prancing and formation of
trained canines. A peep at the *back-
stage” intricacies ends the novelty.

House nearly packed last show open-
ing day. George Colson.

Orpheum, Los Angeles
(Reviewed Thursday Afternoon, May 19)

Plenty of space devoted to return of
Al Lyons and ork from their tour. ' Show
opened with Lyons and the boys doing
Cry, Baby, Cry, with Neil Castagonoli on
the sax, and Ralph Mendez, trumpet, fea-
tured.

Next came Gray and Kathleen, hand-
balancing act. Lots of new stuff that
went over well with a responsive crowd.

Marsh and Denny, two kids who were
introduced as the winners of the South-
ern California Big Apple contest, are good
dancers. Have plenty of stage personality
for their first vaude appearance.

Ginger Dulo is billed as a talent scout
“find” from the Bal Tabarin. She could
improve her act by standing away from
the mike. Her best numbers were I Hale
Swing and an impersonation of Martha
Raye.

Mardoni, magician, knows his audience
and with the help of several stooges from
the audience puts over several effective
tricks. Sold his act on his personality.

Berkes and Carr are showmen from the
first. June Carr works every minute she’s
on and Berkes, in baggy pants and derby,
does a comedy dance routine. Best spot
was the femme appearing against a black
backdrop with white fans a la Sally
Rand. Gag was when she dropped fans
and revealed that she was clothed in
woolen BVDs. Brought a good laugh.

One of the most sensational acts to
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play the Orpheum in several years is tize
Honey Family, three boys in white {tie
and tails and their femmes in evening
gowns. They do a high-class tumbling
act that for precision and daring hasn't
been equaled here in years.

Dean Owen.

Paramount, New York

(Reviewed Thursday Evening, May 13)

The high-water mark for sock stage
band entertainment reached here this
week. It’s difficult to concelve of an-
other crew, with the possiblé exception
of Waring’s Pennsylvanians, turning in
a better job of music and fun making
than Hal Kemp and his boys with the
very ablé assistance of Borrah Mine-
vitch’s aggregation. A capacity house
was regaled with a solid hour of sure-
fire smash entertainment and wou.d
have welcomed a few more of the same.

Showmanship was shot thru the en-
tire proceedings, from Kemp’s slightest
movement fronting his men to the fi-
nale, with Judy Starr and Saxie Dowell
clowning a dance as the band slid out
of sight. Kemp himself makes an ideal
stage personality, knowing just when to
project himself and add a big of gagging
and when to step out. He looks good,
as do his musicians, and has that easy,
personable lightness in his emseéeing
that sets him in solid with an audience
from the start. He’s equally effective
leading the band, and it was hard to
tell whether the response to Raymond
Scott’s instrumental novelty, Power-
house, was due to the ork’s excellert
periormance of the:-number or Kemp's
conducting of it.

Band does a good job of Joseph,
Joseph and Don’t Be That Way and
keeps 1t up with Toy Trumpet, Mickey
Bloom standing out with his handling of
a couple of choruses on a midget instru-
ment. Four-man sax section, increased
by Kemp in his only playing stint dur-
ing the show, has a grand arrangement
of Stardust. Bit gets plenty of laughs,
tho, as does Saxie Dowell’s singing of
Ten Little Bottles and a boogy-man
ditty. Sax player displays expert comic
ability and is an invaluable asset to the
band. Eddie Kusby also distinguished
himself with a beautiful trombone per-
formance on Mood Indigo.

Vocal honors were pretty evenly di-
vided between Judy Starr’s swing war-
bling and Bob Allen’s balladeering. Little
Miss Starr, who replaced Maxine Gray
with the Kemp Band a short while ago,
has everything needed in a fem singer
of a top-notch ork-~looks, personality, a
voice and a style. Impressed highly
with Week-End of a Privale Secretary,
Bewildered and You’re Not the Kind of a
Boy, encoring with I Can’t Give You
Anything Bui Love, first stralght and
comedy. Allen contributes Love Walked
In and Goodnight, Angel, scoring with
each.

Minevitch himself isn’t appearing with
his gang for this date, one of the lads
taking his place to indulge in the old
but always reliable rough-house fooling
with the rest, particularly the midget.
There’s another definite comedy talent,
and he plays his trecuble-making bits for
all the laughs in them, which are many.
It doesn’t seem as tho there can be any-
body who isn’t familiar with the Mine-~
vitch routine, but, like rare wine, it
improyes with age. Their versions of

Loch Lomond and a “musical train ride-

down South,” with Gershwin’s Summer-
time worked in, are something to hear.

Finale has everybody in a grand ar-
rangement of Nice Work If You Can Get
It, with clever special lyrics lampooning
several name band leaders.

The Bing Crosby-Beatrice Lillie pic-
ture, Dr. Rhythm (Paramount), seeme”
very, very weak in comparison.

Daniel Richman.

Scala, Berlin

(Month of May)

After Colonel de Basil’s Russian ballet
last month the program for May had a
very tough position. But if there were
any deficiencies they were made up by
the joyful and cheerful atmosphere which
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Radio City, New York

surround this revue and, most of all, its
origin: the revue came from Vienna and
was sure tc be given a warm welcome.

The name of the show is Alles fur’s
Herz (Everything for the Heart) and
shows in 31 pictures all those many
thoughts and melodies which one com-
bines with the word '“Vienna.”

We find the Blue Danube in its many
variations, the most famous of all Vien-

nese waltzes, -springtime in Schonbrunn,

the favorite excursion place of the Vien-
nese citizen. Then there are the well-
known figures such as the street singers,
the “Fiaker,” the "washing girl” and
others, not forgetting the porter and the
student.

A line of 10 pretty blond girls dances
genuine waltzes and fiery Hungarian
melodies (Brahm’s Hungarian Dances) in
all sorts of costumes, old and new. In
between there are stills representing fa-
mous porcelain from Vienna, Venetia,
Delft to Meissen and Japan.

The clientele amuses itself and does
not spare with applause. Business is ex-
cellent. Dietrich Schulz.

Petit-Casino, Paris
(Week of May 15)

Miss Niagara, American, gets top bill-
ing with a juggling act that clicks.

Peatured numbers include Jacques
Provot, 17-year-old accordionist, back by
request; Jimmy and Charley, German
comlic acro team who would do better if
they didn’t try directing the act in Eng-
lish.

Other acts are Benny and Gerty, mu-
sical; Paul Grail and Jac Alain, cartoon-
ists with talent; Janine Zorella, in a
good dance number, and Cleo Boucheze,
Raymond Bour, Regor, Lyjo, Jane Pierly
and Jacques Provot, all poor singing num-
bers, C. M. Chambers.

Roxy, New York

(Reviewed Friday Evening, May 20)

Walt Disney’s Snow White is brought
to life, in part, this week with the per-
sonal appearance of Adriana Caselotti, the
voice of the beauteous waif of the same
name, and of Harry Stockwell, who sup-
plied the vocals to the role of Prince
Charming. Two other acts, Three Samuels
and Harriet Hayes and Paul Robinson
with his Harmonica Rascals, complete the
outside talent for the shorter than usual
presentation.

Samuels trio opens with their hoked-
up precision tap work, garnering a swell
hand, not so much for their comedy in-
Jection as for their neat hoofery. Har-
riet Hayes follows with one of the punche
iest acro-control dance offerings about,
and then the quartet close with more
spoofing hocfing and an ensemble mili-
tary tap that builds to a rousing closer.
Perhaps built more along the lines of a
closing act, the turn was an effective eye
onener, nevertheless.

In front of replicas of Snow Whitle set-
tings, one the wishing well scene and the
atber the front of the dwarf’s cottage,
and in identical costumes as those worn
in the not-soon-forgotten fantasy, Miss
Caselotti and Stockwell are introduced
for a song selection apiece. She offers
I'm Wishing and he does One Song. Since
they are the same persons who gave both
performances, it would not be taking too
much ‘away from them if it is said that
the in-the-flesh version does in no way
approximate the breathless beauty and
spell of the Disney miracle. As hand-
some a pair of romantics as you could wish
for in real life, still the physical limita-
tions to be encountered in matching a
page out of a fairy tale is too tall an
obstacle to scale. Caselotti's small voice
sounds almost shrill and, altho Stockwell
is the lesser sufferer by comparison, he,
too, is practically stripped of his Prince
Charming glamour, especially since he
chooses to do the major part of his
vocalizing in street clothes. Then, too,
in the cottage scene, the persons in the
guise of fawns and other cute quadrupeds
look more as if they were meant to bur-
lesque the setting rather than to actually
grace it. The group impersonating the
dwarfs did a r uch better job.

Paul Robir ;on, multiple instrument
harmonicist, ] -ays thru a number of fast
tempoed piece ; and on a variety of mouth
organs for fa.r returns and then brings
on a set of eight boys who help him out
with a St. Louis Blues rendition. Eight
beys are also used to milk the laughs for
Robinson’s swallowed harmonica bit, not
new any more and seen done with better
results. Gets off to solid mitting, tho.

As a closer. the Gae Foster Girls hold
ovei their butterfly novelty number of

/

the last presentation in which the 24
kids take their places at as many key-
boards and pound out in unison the
rhythms to a couple of pop tunes. It
makes an unusual line ensemble num-
ber and evidence of its novelty is at=
tested to by having been picked up by
the Movietone Newsreel.

On the screen, Kentucky Moonshine
(20th Century-Fox).

Very good business last show Friday.

George Colson.

Palace, Chicago

(Reviewed Friday Aftérnoon, May 20)

Three acts and 24 Chester Hale girls
moved in for a fortnight with Radio’s
Vivacious Lady. Business was surpris-
ingly poor second show opening day, the
picture starring Ginger Rogers: sup-
posedly.one of the best from that major
firm since Snow White.

Flesh portion is the minor feature.
The girls are sandwiched in for three
routines, but none of them as impressive
as such routines have a right to be in
the hands of a couple of dozen trained

cuties. Their unison work is good, but
the numbers are lacking in original
ideas. Open with a. rhythm offering,

return with Visions in Cellophane, a
soft waltz routine, and close with a
military parade.

Van Cello, the man with the barrel-
rolling feet, was first of the individuals
to brave the small house. Novelty is
still good, but the response, quite obvi-
ously, wasn't there. Mary is on hand to
handle the props. Cello’s full dress out-
fit, incidentally, improves his appear-
ance.

Steve Evans makes another return ap-
pearance with his clever impressions of
the Polish laborer, Mussolini, Popeye
and Joe E. Brown, among others. At
this viewing a few more gags would
have come in handily.

Buck and Bubbles, next to closing,
still stack up as a strong comedy act.
Chaps behave with very natural manner-
isms and their informal delivery of
vocal, dance and piano work is quite
pleasing. While they didn’t work as
hard as usual, they still managed to
net a heavy hand at exit time.

House band, sans leader Danny Russo,
who is visiting his family in Hollywood,
plays a brief overture of pop tunes. A
radical departure, as house bands around
here don’t play overtures any more.

Sam Honigberg.

Loew’s Capital,
Washington, D. C.

(Reviewed Fridoy Afternoon, May 20)

The house band under Phil Lampkin
shoots too high this week in attempting
for its overture Liszt’s Second Hungar-
ian Rhapsody, which is plainly beyond
the capacity of 18 pieces. Lampkin’s
orchestra does better when doing pieces
from popular operas.

On the stage this week it is mainly the
swing and sway of Sammy Kaye and or-
chestra. Of course, Kaye has two girls,
the Crane Sisters, the Nonchalants, and
Bob Williams with his chow dog, Red
Dust, but for the adolescents who crowded
the house there was only swing of the
hottest variety. Kaye’s Band seemed
surprised at the Washington youngsters’
habit of beating time with their clapped
hands. Local high school classes suffered
today and prospects of more hookey
playing exist as long as Kaye and his
band stay in town.

Kaye introduced the members of ‘his
orchestra with their specialties and from
beginning to end it was music broken
only by short appearances by variety en-
tertainers. The Crane Twins appear in
Dixig¢ plantation gowns, going thru two
soft-shoe eccentr