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The

Billboard

“The Billboard, to my mind, is an excellent publi-
cation in its field. It enables hotel men, who are vi-
tally interested in amusement and entertainment, to
keep abreast of the trend in public demand for various
types of entertainment. Its complete coverage of
the entertainment field in America is a fine example
of good editorial work.”

RALPH HITZ
President
HOTEL NEW YORKER
and the
NAT'L HOTEL MANAGEMENT, Inc.

“The Billboard has so complete a coverage of night
clubs throughout the country that it is extremely val-
uable to the night club manager. It enables him to
follow the success of the acts and bands he has used
and it is a directory of new talent., It also is a valu-
able leavener for the agent's enthusiastic claims.”

JOHN ROY

Managing Director

RADIO CITY RAINBOW ROOM
and the RAINBOW GRILL

New York, N. Y.

“I think The Billboard is a fine source of intorma-

tion for the night club field. | enjoy reading it every
week.”

FRANK W. BERING

Owner

HOTEL SHERMAN
Chicago, IIl.

“The Billboard is of tremendous value to a night
club owner, as it keeps one informed of how various
acts and bands are going over in different clubs, and
also gives one an idea of what certain acts are, espe-
cially when not familiar with the names. | believe the
criticisms are quite sincere.”

WILLIAM R. JOHNSON

Owner

BON-AIR COUNTRY CLUB
Wheeling, Il

“The Billboard’s wide coverage of night club
acts, grosses and trends enables me to keep my finger
on the pulse of the industry. As such, it is invaluable
to me in the operation of the Riviera.”

BEN MARDEN

Owner
BEN MARDEN'S RIVIERA
Fort Lee, N. .

“For many years | have found The Billboard’s
vital part in American entertainment of indispensable
assistance for the type of establishment | have been
fathering since 1931. Other night club entrepeneurs—
and | know them all—have the same good things to
say of The Billboard. |ts background, criticisms, re-
search, forums, and news items have guided me in
presenting the sort of entertainment my patrons ap-
pear to enjoy. Seven years at the same stand speaks
for itself.””

BILL HARDY
Owner

BILL'S GAY NINETIES
New York, N. Y.

=

T[/te\i gpeua
$15,000,000 & year

“You haven't the slightest idea of how much value
it is to me to read in The Billboard what the crit-
ics think of the press agent, and then again to read
what the press agent thinks of the critics, If | were
to pay $1,000 for this knowledge, it would have been
bought cheap; as a matter of fact, | would refuse to
sell it for $1,000.

“The Billboard permits me to keep tabs on what
the other night clubs are doing, without spending any
time visiting them.

“The Billboard keeps me Informed of everything
pertaining to the entertainment end of my business,
such as new features, novelties, etc.”

BENITO COLLADA

... and dzetl tead
he Billbogrd

fiot bands and acts

Owner
EL CHICO

*“1 get The Billboard regularly and we rely upcn
it for information we may need in arranging bookings.
The Billboard is the outstanding medium of its

kind.”
LARRY McGOWAN
Entertainment Director
ST. REGIS HOTEL
New York, N. Y.

“} find quite a few interesting articles in The Bill-
board. especially regarding the reviewing of acts
which are submitted to us from time to time, and in
this respect we can always judge whether they are
suitable for our room or not.”

MAX SOURKES
Manager

CHEZ MAURICE
Montreal, Quebec

“} scan The Billbcard religiously in an effort to
locate new talent and alsc to learn the whereabouts
of favorite entertainers so that when 1 am in their
neighborhood | can spend my money to see them.”

JAMES LOUIS SMITH
General Manager

LA SALLE HOTEL
Chicago, .

“The value of Tlhe Billboard as a trade paper can-
not be emphasized too highly. [t is all inclusive in
scope and it occupies an important place in the show
tusiness. Congratulations on the excellence of the
magazine and lots of good wishes for the future.”

ARTHUR H. PADULA
President

ARCADIA, THE INT'L RESTAURANT
Philadelphia, Pa.

“The Billbcard is one of the finest media for night
club proprietors, because it enables them to know
which acts are available for presentation at Leon and
Eddie's. Also its opinions and predictions, to my mind,
are tops.”

LEON ENKEN
Co-Owner

LEON & EDDIE'S
New York, N. Y.

“The Rillboard’s spicy, ccmmon sense chatter
about the meat of hotel night life is valued highly at
the Bismarck, where our Walnut Room carries floor
shows 52 weeks of the year. Night club operators,
leating thru The Billboard. know what the other
fellow is doing and how their shows stack up with
the rest. Mainly, we get criticism right to the core
and a handy seat in front of a countryful of acts.”

ROY STEFFEN
Managing Director

NEW BISMARCK HOTEL
Chicago, 1.

New York, N. Y.

ZUZ’Z.LI weelz,

“We make great use of The Billboard here at the
Stevens in booking our floorshow acts for the Conti-
nental Room. We use it to keep abreast or new acts
and novelties in the entertainment field and also care-
fully scrutinize the impartial reportings of our shows
by The Billboard experts to ascertain the reaction
these shows might have not only on the public but on
protessional judges as well. Anyone offering enter-
tainment of any kind to the public should consider
The Billboard as their Bible.

TOM J. MONTGOMERY
Advertising Manager

THE STEVENS

Chicago, IlI.

“The Billboard has always been my first source
of information. It's always given me the inside track
cn what’s what and who's who behind the scenes.”

MEYER HOROWITZ
Owner

THE VILLAGE BARN
New York, N. Y.

“The cool perceptiveness and accurate reporting of
The Billboard qualifies it as a leader amongst trade
papers in the show business. Criticism that is unbiased
and a real human attitude towards performers appear
to be the essential qualities and life blood of The Bill-

board.”
H. A. LANZER
General Manager
PARK CENTRAL HOTEL
New Yo:k, N. Y.

“l thirk The Billboard to be one of the few
publications in the entertainment field absolutely in-
dispensable to the New York night club owner, It
provides a swell medium for the exchange of ideas
between the performer and the man who hires himn,
and presents an exhaustive survey of the show business
world with each issue. Count on me as one of The
Billboard’s heartiest boosters '

MARIO TOSATTI

Manager

HAVANA-MADRID RESTAURANT
New York, N. Y.

“The Billboard keeps me in touch with all the
information | require concerning entertainment. . . .”

FRANK PALUMBO
Operator of

PALUMBO'S, Philadelphia, and
PALUMBO'S RENAULT
RESTAURANT, Atlantic City

“Tle PBillboard is the finest medium of compre-
hensive information in the entertainment wcrld.”

BEN GINSBURG
Owner of

CLUB MAYFAIR
Boston, Mass.
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-3 MAJOR CARNIVALS MERGE

Ice Shows Look )

Forward to

A Busy, Profitable Season

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—All indications
point to r big season for pro ice skaters
and ice shows of all kinds. With Sonja
Henie's popularity holding up and with
several films on ice themes slated for
early proiuction, ice shows playing the-
aters, hozels, night clubs and auditoria
ought to be able to work solid right
thru the season. Miss Henie, whose My
Lucky Star (20th Century ¥ox) is click-
ing, will do personal appearances and
will not return to Hollywood until Janu-
ary. Altho the skating field has not yet
developed another comparable name,
several are being groomed by their man-
agers for big dough. In the up-and-
coming ciass are Evelyn Chandler, Bruce
Mapes, Bess Ehrhardt and Brandt Sisters.

Henie :s the only solo attraction in
the field, the rest of the ice units de-
pending on the show as a whole and
the novelty of ice skating to draw them
in. Every ice show, however, features
two or three principals who get most of
the publicity build-up.

MCA’s Ice Follies has closed its sume-
mer run at the Municipal Auditorium,
Atlantlc City, and has gone to Hollywood
to start working on a film for Universal.
The MCA ice show at the International
Casino closes 20 weeks September 26.
Nathan Wally, Dorothy Lewis, Sam Jarvis
and the Simpson Sisters go into the
Iridium Room of the St. Regis Hotel here
October 6. Evelyn Chandler and Bruce
Mapes are angling for a World's Fair job.

Lou Brechker opened the new Gay
Blades Ice Casino here yesterday. It is a

AFA, Agents in
License Huddle

Union will explain its li-
cense system—wage scales
set—meal gag barred

®

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Local agents
are being invited by the American Fed-
eration of Actors to a meeting Wednes-
day in Aetors’ Church Hall, where AFA
offictals will explain the workings of
the union’s agency licensing system.

The license system is slated to go into
effect January 1, and the AFA wants to
talk thinzs over with the agents first.
APA’s tressurer, Charles Mosconi, is ex-
plaining the licensing situation to agents
making ‘nquiries preparatory to the
meeting. | -

Meanwhile, AFA's council has ratified
the following vaude minimum salary
figures: $50 a week per person for the
Strand Theater here; $36.50 a week for
chorus people; extra pay for any shows
over four-a-day. Minimums for the
other locml houses will be set next.
There will undoubtedly be at least three
classifications, as compared with four
minimum wage classifications for the
local nigkt club field.

AFA has opened negotiations with a
committez representing the Broadway
vaude houses, composed of Major L.
Thompson (RKO) and Charles Mosco-
witz (Loew). Union had negotiated with
Frank Phelps (Warner) on the Strand
situation, but withdrew when Phelps
urged thzt it negotiate with the Broad-
way theaters as a group.

AFA council has also ratified the min-
fmum salaries for private entertainment
Jobs voted by the membership last
month. Minimums are $10 per person

(See AFA, AGENTS on page 9)

¢

pop-priced ice rink that is using pro-
fessional skaters as attractions.

The ice show set by Rockwell-O’Keefe
Agency at the Hotel New Yorker the past
half year goes into the Trocadero, Holly-
wood, September 27 for eight weeks.
Nox;val Baptie and Gladys Lamb head the
cast.

Harry Rogers’ St. Moritz Follies has
been renamed the All-American Ice Car-
nival, 22 people, and opened yesterday at
the Hippodrome, Baltimore, with the
Fox, Philadelphia, following. Features
Dorothy Franey and Douglas Duffy. Her-
man Citron is agenting, and Ben Nu-
Dyke is lce rink engineer.

Bobby McLean is heading &n ice show
called A Night at St. Moritz at the
Lookout House, Covington, Ky. Eddie
Kelly, Leota Bowers and Red Kelly are
featured.

The current ice show at the College
Inn, Chicago, is in its 18th week. Fea-
tures the Brandt Sisters and was staged
by Ice Shows Productions of Chicago.

Issy Hirst Quits
Burly Operation;
Sticks to Booking

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 17.—Izzy Hirst
says he is quitting house opzration en-
tirely and will stick to burlesgue booking
in the future.

First step in his plan to get out was
relinquishment of his two houses here,
the Troc and Bijou. Troc has been
taken over on a deal by Jules Arliss, who
managed it for Hirst. Arliss’ termer
specifies he must book Hirst shows ex-
clusively.

Hirst failed to renew his lease on the
Bijou when it expired recently. House
has been taken over by Milton Rosen-
baum and associates and turmed into a
double-feature grind.

Hirst said he might tempcrarily take
over another house here—presumably
the Shubert—and open it with burly to
keep out competish. As soon as he got
it operating, he said, he'd seek someone
to lease it to on a plan whereby he'd use
Hirst shows. Shubert has been used by
Max Wilner for burly past few seasons.

Royal Am., Beckmann-Gerety,
Rubin-Cherry in Amalgamation

Amusement Corp. of America tentative title of group
—Sedlmayr named president; Beckmann, board chair-
man; McCaffery, Velares, Grubergs other officers

e

CHICAGO, Sept. 17.—Terminating a three-day conference of carnival owners
here, amalgamation of three major carnival organizations was perfected laze on
Friday, bringing a new set-up which the sponsors believe will mark the dawn of
a new era in the carnival world. Principals in the merger are Royal American
Shows, Beckmann & Gerety Shows and Rubin & Cherry Exposition. The new or-

ganization tentatively has chosen as a title Amusement Corp. of America

Carl

J. Sedlmayr, general manager of the Royal American Shows, was named president;

Fred Beckmann, one of the owners of
the Beckmann & Gerety Shows, chairman
of the board of directors, and J. C. Mc-
Caffery, general agent of Beckmann &
Gerety, vice-president and general man-
ager. Other officers named are Elmer
C. Velare, of Royal American, treasurer;
Barney S. Gerety, Beckmann & Gerety,
secretary; Rubin Gruberg and Mrs. Annie
Gruberg, of Rubin & Cherry, and Curtis
J. Velare, of Royal American, vice-presi-
dents.

The amalgamation is expected to have
a far-reaching effect on the type of en-
tertainment presented on midways and
the general booking of midway attrac-
tions. Elmer Velare, as spokesman for
new organization, told The Billboard
that it was the thought of those in the
combination that the merger is as much
for the benefit of fairs as for the shows
concerned. He declared that many
savings can be effected, including better
routing, more economical railroading,
greater purchasing power and raising
standards of personnel and of indi-
vidual shows, etc.

“Thru these savings,” he said, “we will
be able to furnish much better shows
to fairs than has been possible in the
past. We also will be enabled to elimi-
nate the conflict of dates that has always
been the bane of the spring season.”

Simmering Over Two Years
The idea for amalgamation of some
carnivals has been simmering more than
two years. During that time a number
of meetings have been held, but the
proposition has blown hot and cold.
Early in the summer meetings were held
by representatives of five shows and

(See 3 MAJOR on page 75)

2,000,000 Witness Pittsburgh
Sesqui With Week Yet To Go

PITTSBURGH, 8ept. 17.—More than
2,000,000 people have already witnessed
varfous events of Allegheny County
Sesquicentennial, despite 1ain during
past three days, with week to go yet.
Including annual fair, Western Gateway
(pageant), an aqua ballet, premicre of
The Last Measure (drama), Mardi Gras,
parades, regatta and free acts, sesqui has
cost $125,000 to date, with all bills yet
untotaled.

Innovation at fair, clesing tomorrow
after eight-day showing, is pro acts.
Secured after intervertion of AFA and
President Leo Abernathy of Pittsburgh
Central Labor Unilon, county commis~
sioners, thru Robert Beech, hired the
Aerial Detieros from George Eamid thru
Frank Cervoae, and from Steve Forrest
booked Billie Burke, juggler; Bill Stoker,
acrobatic clown, and Curly Clark, fire
eater. Yesterday commissioners added
the McKnights, a traveling wtroupe, re-
ported in the papers as stranded iIn
Pittsburgh by illness and lack of funds.
Budget for carnival fare, giving after-

noon and night shows, was in excess of
$1,500.

Twenty-two-day celebration program
opened September 2 with parade of
municipal and county officials, and was
followed next two days with $3,000 worth
of regatta and water stunts at North
Park that drew 500,000 in four perform-
ances. Seven days of aqua ballet in
same park's lagoon, directed by Nathan
Kaufman, drew 30,000 nightly, with
10,000 to 40,000 more turned away at
every show.

Last night of ballet, September 9, was
also opening of Judge M. A. Musmanno’s
war drama, The Last Full Measure, at
South Park playhouse. Directed by
George M. Rowland and employing cast
of 22, shcw ran six nights to capacity
houses of 1,400 each performance, with
others turned away.

Air show and dedication of Langley-
Thaw-Rodgers light shaft at Allegheny
County airport September 12 was fol-
lowed next day with opening of sixth

(See 2,000,000 WITNESS on page 75)

Plan 1938
Ft. Worth Casa
MCA Makes Bid

FORT WORTH, Tex., Sept. 17.—Direc-
tors of the Casa Manana Assocliation,
which financed the four-week vaudc
show at the local open-air cafe-theater
last month, decided to have a <Casa
Manana show in 1939. Group plans to
raise sufficient guarantee by Octobzar 1
to insure a show opening June 30 and
possibly running thru Labor Day, giving
nine months in which to get top talent
ana tc advertise the show.

The directors have agreed to double
their subscriptions of this year. Sub-
scriptions were made by about 100 ine
dividuals nnd firms. The group raised
$51,000 this year, $16,000 of this gzolng
for permanent improvements.

City, which now owns the cafe-thzacter,
plans to substitute concrete for the
wood foundations to insure permanency
for future shows.

The 1938 show caused about $%C,000
in show pay rolls to be képt in Fort
Worth. This included $5,800 for chorus

(See PLAN 1938 on page 9)
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_EGITIMATE’S 12-POINT PLAN

Convention Emerges With Dozen

PETER HOLDEN
(This Week’s Cover Subject)

LMOST every theatrical season unveils a

new acting discovery and last year's was
no exception. Peter Holden, aged 7, found
himself the taik of the show world after the
first night curtain of “On Borrowed Time'’ went
down on his performance as Pud. Since that
evening, early last spring, Peter has been de-
lighting audiences who have been packing the
theater to see him as well as to enjoy the
Dwight Wiman production. As a result of his
success the youngster seems well on the way
to a long dramatic career, with an RKO picture
contract to be fulfilled when “On Borrowed
Time” closes as the next step.

Young Master Holden was born In Philadel-
phia. His mother is non-professional and his
father is editor of the art, radio and music
departments of News-Week magazine. Peter
has a brother, Michael, four year old, who
thus far has shown no Thespianic tendencies.
Peter himself had no idea that he would turn
into an zctor the day that Tom Powers saw
him playing in a hotel lobby and was so im-
pressed that he put him on an amateur radio
program, Result—bushels of fan mail and the
aroused interest of casting agents. The play
he is now in is his first professional engage-
ment.

Altho the signs point to an acting future
for him, Peter’s present desires go beyond that
to includc a career in magic, sculpture, astron-
omy and music. This, of course, is subject
to change without notice. His best girl at the
moment s Peggy O'Donnell, also of the “On
Borrowed Time” cast and one year older than
her suitor. Peter has been to the movies, in
which field RKO has big plans for him, only
twice the past year, once to see “Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs” and the other time to
gape at Errol Flynn’s swashbuckling as Robin
Hood.

A POPULAR HOME FOR
PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE

A Stone’s Throw From
Times Square.

Modern homelike apartments from
1 to 4 rooms, with kitchenettes
and kitchens furnished or unfur-
nished.

¢ ONE OF THE FEW APART-
MENT HOTELS IN THE NEIGH:-
BORHOOD OFFERING SO COM-
PREHENSIVE A SERVICE IN

HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS.

Equipped for housekeeping, with
free gas and automatic refrigera-
tion. Maid attendance, linen,
valet and laundry service optional.
24-hour switchboard and eleva-
tor service.

On Lease or Transient at

Moderate Rentals.

Phone for Information:
ClIrcle 6-0430

THE WHITBY

325 WEST 45TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

THE FILM WEEKLY
AUSTRALIA

Qovering the Motlon Plcture and Entertalnment
Flield Qenerally.
Conducted by MARTIN C. BRENNAN.
4198 Oity Tattersalls Building, PItt 8treet, 8ydney,
Aussrallan Office of THE BILLBOARD.

ROLL or MACHINE

100,000

o $20.00
ELLIOTT TICKET G

Resolutions, All Very General

Council’s executive committee will appoint other com-
mittees to carry them out—only one committee from

last year even made a report—p. a. bureau favored
o
By SOL ZATT
NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—After drawing up a 12-point program, directed toward
the stimulation of interest in the legitimate theater, the second annual conven-

tion of the American Theater Council was brought to a close last Wednesday night
at the Hotel Astor and the 500 delegates went back into hibernation for another

year. But out of the hangover that bobbed u

in succeeding days emerged an am-

bitious program for the restoration of everything that the theater has lost in the

past decade.
issue of the gabfest—the road—altho it
is mentioned only vaguely as an attempt
to establish “organized seasons of enter-
talnment for the principal cities of the
U. s.”

The other proposals include: perma-
nence of the American Theater Council
and its annual conventions; barring of
controversial subjects between different
elements at the conventions; general ef-
forts to advance the welfare of the the-
ater; indorsement of the work of the
Dramatists’ Guild in selecting winners
for the John Golden and Rockefeller
(See Convention Emerges on page 32)

Many of the resolutions revolve around the most discussed single

Gilbert Named Manager
Of Chi Civic Theater

CHICAGO, Sept. 17.—J. Charles Gil-
bert, for the past 12 years the Franz
Schubert in Blossom Time, has returned
to his home town as manager of the
Chicago Civic Opera House and Civic
‘Theater.

In his new post he is expected to in-
spire a pgreater operetta and musical
comedy season at the Civic.

Side Glances at AT

Council Convention

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Arthur Hop-
kins, closing remarks at the first busi-
ness session of the conclave, eliminated
a great strain on the delegates nerves by

saying, “I hope no one takes the time
to assure us that the theater is dead.”
. . That, more or less, took the wind
out of a lot of sails that were about to
embark. The truth will out:
l1awrence Langer related how the The-
ater Guild made its entrance in Chi-
cago. It all came about thru Samuel
Insull’s deep love and aesthetic feeling
for the arts—and Mrs. Insull’s desire to
be an actress. Need it be said that Mrs.
I. was in the Guild's first show there.
. . . When it was proposed that a bu-
resu be set up to regulate road condi-
tions, & punster sitting in the press sec-
tion suggested that they call it the
Bureau of Wits and Measures. . . .
George M. Cohan rementbered his old
vaudeville days when he was called upon
to deliver the opening address. He said
in vaude it was always a juggler or acro-
bat that opened the show, a dumb act in
any case. “That’s why they selected me.”
. . . Bob Sherwood, of the Dramatists’
Guild, followed, and remarked, “Did you
ever hear of the deuce spot in vaude?”
. William A. Brady, whc was intro-
duced as “the fireball of 48th street,”
hac to be assisted up to the stage. In

Pitt’s Flush Tills

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 17.—Despite busi-
ness and industrial slump, city’s enter-
tainment sites are enjoying flush tills
and expecting more during next couple
of weeks. World Serles fever from Pirate
hopefuls has brought in thousands extra
to see home games, and many stay to
catch Stanley, only stage show for miles
around, or to frolic at one of the niteries.
County sesquicentennial has also brought
in flocks of suburbanites who do their
visits up brown by migrating from show
place to dance hall and back. One large
downtown hotel already reports reserva-
tions full, while smaller inns and restau-
rants are flirting with idea of raising
rates for temporary bonanza.

’ STOCK
I K E ROLL TICKETS
c I ONEROLL § .
RESERVED SEAT — PAD — STRIP L R e 15a8

COUPON BOOKS — RESTAURANT
CHECKS — SALES BOOKS AND
ALL ALLIED FORMS

(409 LAFAYETTE ST, N.Y.C.
- 127 N. DEARBORN, Chicago
/615 CHESTNUT ST., Phila.

ROLLS 2,000 EACH

Double Coupons,
Double Price

No C. O. D. Orders
Accepted

his speech, which at times touched on

the road, he remarked that “actors who

have traveled are the ones who died
(Sce SIDE GLANCES on page 32)

Possibilities

BILLBOARD STAFF

The purpose of this department is to
benefit producers, bcokers, agents and
others concerned with the exploitation of
talent in the major indoor fields thru The
Billboard's coverage of every branch of the
show business.

SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC
“pOSSIBILITIES MAY ADDRESS THEM IN
CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE
BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY,

For ORCHESTRAS

JACK JENNEY~—trombonist whose
instrumental virtuosity enhances the
network studio bands. Appearance
and personality heavily on the plus
side, and his musical ability goes far
beyond the mere sliding of a horn,
as evidenced when he rounded up a
band for a recording date. He also has
a sure-fire attraction for a songstress
right in his own family—Kay Thomp-
son, his wite. But even without Miss
Thompson he’s still a swell bet for an
orchestra of his own.

o
For LEGIT
MUSICAL

VIVIENNE DIXON -— jyoung and
pretty lyric soprano heard recently at
a recital at the Salon International
in the Hotel Astor for Claude Lapham.
A vivacious and appealing singer, she
excels in concert -type numbers.
Should be a good bet for a smart
revue.

For RADIO

ETHEL GILBERT—prima donna at
Bill's Gay Nineties Club, New York,
on and off for the past three years.
Has a fine soprano voice and an exe
tensive repertoire of old favorites and
popular classics. Her personality and
delivery combihe to make her a thoro-
ly ingratiating singer.

WE’VE just returned from a trek thru
the Middle West and out of the
welter of things seen and heard one item

stands out like a sore thumb. We are
sorry to confess, Will Hays, that the
matter that seemed to absorb theater
showmen we interviewed the most is the
tailure of the motion picture industry’s
drive.

The average theater man who uses his
noodle—and there are still plenty who
do—-does not react kindly to the general
idea of the $250,000 national quiz con-
test, because instead of helping him get
out of the chance game and give-away
business it shoves him more deeply into
it. The theater men point out that the
film industry s mot doing a thing to
impress upon the public the entertain-
ment value of pictures. They add that
the contest defeats its purpose because
it forces contestants to see films that
are hardly better in quality generally
than the tripe that caused the film ine-
dustry to suffer the beating at the box
office that resulted in the decision to
launch the national drive and the ac-
companying quiz contest. The best
thing that is being said about the drive,
but far from complimentary, is that it
represents a press agent’s most fantastic
dream.

It is a pity indeed that the film in-
dustry has not yet put into action the
classic saying of Joe Schenck that there
tsn’t an ailment of the film industry
that good pictures cannot cure. All the
drives that man can conceive will be of
no avall Jf the product is odoriferous.
And this season, with a few notable
exceptions that we always have with us,
it most assuredly is stenchy.

The campaign started off on the
wrong foot, and unless the industry does
something about it the wind-up will
conform with the start, It is possibly
too late to do anything about prod-
uct, and the overseers of the campaign
cannot do anything at this stage about
the quiz contest. So {t looks mighty
bad, and we're not worrying about it
much because we feel that maybe the
only way for the industry to really come
to its senses is to get hit so badly that
it will have to start building all over
again,

One would think that when an in-
dustry that depends so much on man-
power sets out to sell itself as a unit
to the public it would use manpower
consistent with the importance of the
effort. As the drive has worked out
thus far the personnel is far from being
the best that the industry can afford.
Instead of pledging themselves to make
donations and letting it go at that the
leading companies that would benefit
from a drive should have drafted man-
power from thelr ranks. Money is im-
portant, but money alone cannot accom-
plish results. Money must be spent in-
gentously and intelligently. If the drive
means as much to the industry as the
orators and publicists tell us, why can’t
the companies pull men out of their own
offices and put them on the campaign
firing Jine? There is still time to do
this, and the sooner it is done the better
the Industry will be able to make out
of a proposition that was a bad bargain
from the beginning.

It ts & pity that the gentuses who
designed the campalzn failed to take
Into account that the censorship boards
might play havoc with several of the
questions by deleting the action to
which the questions refer. One Mid-
western manager would not permit
himsel? to be put on the spot by the
men who push buttons in the East.
When he shows pictures with contest
portions deleted he gets up on the stage
and tells nis patrons the answers! We
wonder how many managers are doing
iilkewlse; and we wonder, under these

rcumstances, how genv 5 o
test can be, EfR HRehoicitesicon

The biggest biow of all is the fact that
theater grosses are nct improving quite
as much as the film trade papers tell
us. We can point to several situations
where everything has been done to push
the drive and business has been very
disappointing. What’s the answer to
that? And how about the theater man

(See SUGAR'S DOMINO on page 9)
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Broac[way Beat

By GEORGE SPELVIN

The prize boner of the new season
came when The Journal-American print-
ed a plcture to publicize the Stage Rellef

Distinguished
The Drake offers every luxury
and conwvenience of fine living
on Chicago’'s Gold Coast,

overlooking Lake Michigan.
A.S. Kirkeby, Managing Director

Get into the
Road Show Business

Hundreds of men are making big
money operating Talking Picture
Shows in theaterless communities.
We rent 1.6 mm talking pictures for
from $20 to $25 per week, and
rent and sell Projectors,

Write today

Ideal Pictures Corporation

Dept. B.B.
28 East 8th Street, Chicago, lIl.

IN DETROIT STOP AT THE GRANT

‘A REAL HOME FOR SHOW FOLKS **

ONLY @ Save money. Get extra com-
i fort. Every room bright and
spacious with In.a-door beds
and separate dressing room,
MONEY-SAVING OOFFEE
WEEKLY SHOP.
With Tile Dellcious DInners from 45c.

Bath. Combination Breakfasts from

20;; S'l‘lmlEar Sng'r‘ms a'la
carte. o Extra Charge for
:vs“hbo;'.:::" Room 8ervicel

Beds,

GRANT HOTEL

2331 JOHN R at EDMUND PLACE
Five Minutes from Downtown.

mivtee 3 POINT
SUCTION FEATURE!

Featherweight—no gagging—
Natural Taste—Holds Better.
Bingers, 8peakers like the
extra tongue room, olearer
mouth. All forms false teeth
~—by mail—as low as $9.75.
60-day trial. Write for FREE
catalog and Impression material. We trust xou
Monthly Payments. 48-Hour Service. HOD

661 Hod Williams Bldg., Tampa, Fla.

THEATRE EQUIPMENT MEW & USED

MOVINC PICTURE MACHINES. SOUND TQUIPMERNT. SCREENS
OPENA CHAIRS, SPOTLITES. STERFOPTICONS FILM CABINETS
POATALLE PROJECTORS, M. I CAMEAAS, GENERATOR SETs

AECTHFIERS, REFLECTING ARC LAMPS REWINDS. VENTILATING

FANS, CARBONS FILM CEMENT, TICKETS. MAZIOA LAMPS AND
SUPPLIIS, EVERYTMING FOR THE THEATRE
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG '8

MOVIE SUPPLY CO., Lid.

1319 5. WABASH AVE.

\VIIIDOW CARDS

14x22, 22x28 paper and
cardboard posters, one shests,
E heralds, etc., for all oceasions.
Quick service, low prices.
Write for fres catalog.

BOWER SHOW PRINT 5255 FOWLER, IND.

CHICAGO, ILL.

Fund benefit at Shadow and Substance;
it was headed very nicely, explaining
that the photo below showed Valerie
Cossart and Sir Cedric Hardwicke doing
a scene from the play—the only trouble
being that the picture was one of Paula
Trueman and Aldrich Bowker doing a
scene from You Can’t Take It With You.
. . . Every avallable nook and crevice
along 52d street from Brosdway to Fifth
avenue has already been leased by hope-
ful night club entrepreneurs who antici-
pate a widespread desire among World's
Fair visitors to haunt swing street. .

The French Line comes out with a rather
startling release informing us that Al
Trahan'’s Troop (sic) sailed September
13; but Al works with a single girl only,
and she's still with him at the Casa
Manana. . . . There seems to be an error
somewhere. . . . Jay Faggen and Dot Kay
are publicizing the third annual Esquire-
Apparel Arts male fashion show (they
call it a seminar) to be held September
21 and claim breathlessly that $10,000
worth of clothing will be ruthlessly dis-
carded after the show to prevent its fall-
ing into the hands of style burglars,
that Jo Mielziner will do the sumptuous
sets that will also be tossed out after
one day, and that the entire clambake
will cost more than $100,000. . . . Which
makes it about the most zostly one-day
show we’ve heard of. . . . The tickets,
In case you're interested, are 8$50 each.

At the Astor Bar after Hal Kemp’'s
radio commercial last week little Patsy
Starr, 6-year-old daughter of Judy, vo-
calist with the band, was being made
much of by friends and patrons when
her mother decided to put her to bed.
So Judy told the youngster to say good-
night to daddy (Jack Shirra, Kemp’'s
bass player, Patsy’s stepfather)-——and the
kid answered, “All right—where’s he
going?” . . . Speaking of Xemp reminds
Mr. Spelvin that his press agent, Mel
Adams, will shortly be pleced on a very
pretty spot. The Kemp office iz han-
dling Skinnay Ennis, alumnus of the
band now fronting his own group at the
Mark Hopkins Hotel, San Francisco, and
due to start a radio commercial soon
with Bob Hope. Adams does publicity
for both Kemp and Ennis and is bitterly
bemoaning the fate that decreed that,
out of seven days, 168 hours or 336 half
hours a week, both his charges have to
have the exact same evening, exact same
time, for their programs—Kemp on CBS
and Ennis on NBC.

Dan Walker is syndicated to about
half a dozen papers on The News-Chi
Trib syndicate; Ed Sullivan, having
picked up some of 8id Skolsky's former
customers, has about 26; Jack Chapman
has about half a dozen, too. . .
Steuben’s Taverns are usping cockta.il
sales by naming new mixtures after
songs and current catch-phrases; at the
moment the hit is tha “floy floy”
(orange juice, rum and a dash of cherry
brandy) and before that the “dipsy doo-
dle” was most popular. . . . Vital statis-
tics: Tom Kearns says that his 10-
month-old daughter has exactly two
teeth (but six more are coming) and
can speak four words. . . . A note in
The News recently, speaking of the suc-
cess of the Wuthering Heights dramati-
zation at Litchfield, Conn., referred to it
as '‘the Bronte comedy.” . . . Personally,
Mr. Spelvin prefers an out-and-out farce
like Hamlet.

Guy Robertson swears to this one.
During last season’s tour of The Great
Waltz, in which he and Ruth Altman
played a couple of the leads, the singers

were asked to do a broadcast for a local
station on the West Coast. They were
met by the announcer, young and appar-
ently not overbright, who asked them
the pronunciation of their names and
requested them to write them down so
that he’d make no mistakes in his an-
nouncements. They obliged, and then he
asked Robertson what his role meant to
the musical. Guy replied that he was
the younger Strauss and that he wrote
The Blue Danube. The young announc-
er's pencil, paper and mouth dropped,
and in great awe he stuttered, "May I~
shake your hand?”

Saratoga Racing

Okehed Next Year

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N. Y., Sept. 17.
—Expenditure of $10,000 in Improve-
ments at the Saratoga track next year
was the answer of George H. Bull, presi-
dent of the assoclation, ‘o rumors that
the course would not open in 1939 be-
cause of the World's Fair,

“There must be racing at Saratoga
each year,” Bull said, “or the track
would have to be abandoned.”

@Q

\ne the boys ¥
&g, coast to cods™’

"It happened one night at the Shore Club
Our new Lafayette five "‘mike” sound
system was working melody magic. Folks
on the floor had stopped dancing to
listen. At intermission a gent in white
pants comes up to me beaming and says,
‘I want you boys on my new radio show’,
and hands me his card. Now we're
heard round the world.”

Here’s the Story

Lafayette’s 30 Watt, 6 Channel Portable Sound i
System does things to any band! Imagine having five
microphones you can operate all at the same time,
and still have complete control over each. Place one
mike in the brass section, another in the woodwinds,
and so on. What unusual arrangements an orchestra
can devise! Entire system fits into two cases, com-
plete with tubes and choice of one of six mikes at no
extra cost. Lafayette Model 873-T is just one of a com-
plete line of advanced sound systems offered in our ™
new 1939 FREE catalog. Send for your copy today.

WHOLESALE RADIO SERVICE &2

NEW YORK, N.Y. ¢ CHICAGO, ILL. ¢ ATLANTA, GA.

10O SIXTH AVENUE 901 W. JACKSON BLVD. 265 PEACHTREE STREET
BOSTON, MASS. BRONX, N. Y.

NEWARK, N. i. JAMAICA, l. I

SEND FORS o == *
THIS NEW § >

SE

o 7362182

LESALE RADIO
1oo it AVENUE,
939 Catalog N
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DAY & NIGHT SERVICE

Advertising in the Billboard since 19os
SHIPMENT WITHIN 34 HOURS

ROLL TICKETS -

% Absolute Accuracy ¥ Dependabie Delivery 4 Finest Workmanship
% Best of Materials J Perfect Packing % $50,000.00 Bonded Guarantee

CASH WITH ORDER PRICES - SPECIALLY PRINTED - SIZE 1x 2

10000 $6 98 50,000..$12.75 90,000..$18.55  250,000. 34175
8.40 60,000.. 0,000.. 20.00 800,000.

9.85  70,000.. 00.
40, 000 -11.30__ 80,000.. 17.10 200,000. . 34.50 1 000 000. . 150.50

Above prices for any wording desired. For each change of wording and color add $3.00.
For change of color only, add 6§0c. No order foriessthan10.000tIckets of akindorcolor,

FOR DUPLICATE COUPON ROLL TICKETS DOUBLE ABOVE PRICE

STOCK ks | WELDON,WILLIAMS & LICK

TRV ALAVLALLLALLALALTVLALLLALVLALL NN NN

3 ROLLS 6. 300 FORT SMITH, ARK
10 ROLLS....@....35c | TICKETS OF EVERY KIND AND DI:GHIPTIDII SINCE 1888

~ \\Q‘Q‘QQ‘Q‘QQQ‘ B R N O Y |

LOW COST MONEY ORDERS
FOR MAILING

People in show business are finding this Postal Telegraph service a simplified
and inexpensive way to make remittances, pay bills, etc. All you have to do
is go to the nearest Postal Telegraph Office, purchase the Money Order and
mail it yourself. And the cost is surprisingly low—as little as 5 cents.

Postal Telegraph

When speed is essential telegraph
money orders at low cost.

Every telephone is a POSTAL TELEGRAPH office.

STOCK TICKETS 8omething New in TICKET SELLING DEVICE SPECIAL
....$ .50 d cost you packed iIn

ONE ROLL.:::%,:30| hothing ° extra. Y o U R sontainers PRINTED
TEN ROLLS ‘?osoo They are Rollooro sthln: 95
FIFTY ROLLS. 15. L I 2 L I ' 10,00 o d
100 ROLLS ... 29.00 ICKE S 30,000 . 9.85
ROLLS 2,900 EACH. READY TO SELL 50,000 . 12.75

Double C NOTIOE—-GOO Mile Free Delivery Ended Sept. 20. 100,000 . . 20.00

Double” Price. | THE TOLEDO TICKET CO., Toledo, Ohio |1.993,000 - 150.50

:Ilzon: 8ingle Tick., 1x2.". The Device Is Free With Order of Tickets. Double Frice.

The Last “Word” in Your Letter to Advertisers, *“Billboard”

- e W ————
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AFRA’S AGENCY DEADLINE

Radio Union Sets October 15 |
As Time Limit on AAAA Deal

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—American Fed-
eration of Radio Artists has determined
upon October 15 as the deadline date of
the current negotiations between AFRA
and the American Assoclation of Adver-
tising Agencies. covering commercial
broadcasts. John Benson, AAAA chief,
queried this week as to the feeling of the
advertising agencies, made a general
statement that they looked upon the
negotiations as something inevitable.
Benson qualified this, however, by saying
that some agencies looked with dis-
pleasure upon the proceedings.

Benson himself declared he was in
favor of *“protecting” labor; but tho
labor should be *“reasonably protected
against chiselers,” Benson added that
talent was well paid in “our industry.”
“Radio,” he said, is *“quite a fleld for
improving the income of talent.”

AAAA Is reticent about publicizing
the negotiations and declined to talk
extensively on the situation. Committee
appointed to meet with AFRA, however,
is regarded as very representative of the
tndustry, but has no direct power in
making decisions. It can only recom-
mend measures to the indlividual
agencies.

Benson’s statement that radlo talent
is well paid has of course been ques-
tioned, and is one of the raison d’etres
of the radio union. Agency men them-
selves have admitted knowledge of
chiseling activities within the industry.

AFRA determination upon October 15
for conclusion of negotiations is based
upon a desire to clean up the matter be-

New WLW Feature Makes
Debut From Cincy Stage

CINCINNATI, Sept. 17.—Boone County
Jamboree, WLW’s new alr and stage fea-
ture,” under supervision of George C.
Biggers, former program director at WLS,
Chicago, debuted here last night at
Emery Auditorium with a two-hour pres-
entation, including a regular half-hour
program over WLW and a special 13-
minute broadcast, featuring Sheriff F.
M. Walton, of Boone County, Ky., and
Mayor James Garfleld Stewart, of Cin-
cinnati. Show will be a regular Friday
night feature over the Natlon’s Station.

Opening line-up included "Charley
Wayne, ermsee; Hoosler Hot Shots, of
WLS; Pa and Ma McCormick, Hugh Cross
and Pals. the Plainsmen, Brown County
Revelers, Barton Reese Pogue, Helen
Diller, Ray Shannon, Drifting Pioneers
with Judy Dell, Devore Sisters, Chuck
Wood’s Southern Stars, Harry Adams and
Boone County Choir. New unit will play
theaters in the Midwest in conjunction
with their radio work.

Await Meet for Decision on
ASCAP, Copyright Questions

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17.—Question of
what to do about copyright and ASCAP
will not be decided until President Ne-
ville Miller meets with the executive
comniittee it was learned at National
Assoclation of Brcadcasters headquar-
ters here this week.

Whatever steps to be taken will be
discussed by committee members, it was
said, and the letter recently reported as
prematurely sent to the Federal Monop-
oly Investigation Committee will be con-
sidered for a determination of policy.

In the meantime it was learned that
the monopoly study to be undertaken
by Chairman McNinch of the Federal
Communicatinns Cemmission would get
under way shortly after the middle of
October. Hearings on the network
broadcast operations will run for three
or four weacks, according to the latest
dope, and a preliminarv step was taken
over last week-end when the chairman
visited network moguls in New York.
The metropolitan visit was described as
educational in character and was Te-
ported as revealing what made the
“wheels go round.”

fore the season I8 too far advanced. One
spokesman declared there will be no pro-
crastination.

American Federation of Radio Artists
this week notified its membership that
the New York local would hold a special
meeting September 22 at the Hotel
Edison to présent the names of candi-
dates to be voted upon in the annual
election. Negotiating committee will re-
port on developments regarding the
contract covering commercial programs,
and another report and discussion about
the first annual convention to be held in
St. Louis in November,

AFRA Asks $50 Min
For Chi Spielers

CHICAGQ, Sept. 17. — Negotiations
have been opened by Ray Jones, secre-
tary of the American Federation of Ra-
dio Artists local, with stations WIND-
WJJID for an announcers’ contract. First
meetin3 took place Thursday, with Ralph
Atlass, prez of the two outlets, and Mar-
tin Jacobsen, chief announcer, talking
things over with Jones. Contract was
submitted which called for $50-per-week
minimum and an eight-hour day, five
days a week. Other clauses, such as pay
for commercials, etc., were also included.

Pirst meeting ended with a mutual
friendliness, Jones said, but with no sig-
natures as yet. Second confab is sched-
uled for next Friday, and AFRA believes
a speedy agreement will be reached. All
announcers employed at WIND-WJJD
are now AFRA members.

More Pitt Shuffles

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 17. — More per-
sonnel changes at stations here this
week, W. B. McGill, previously a the-
ater and radio ad man, was named
KDKXA sales promotion manager by
Sherman D. Gregory. H. E. Trautman,
one-time publicity chief for Pittsburgh
Playhouse, was appointed publicity man-
ager at WWSW by manager Frank Smith,
succeeding Kieran Balfe, who moves into
program department.

One Way Out

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Tom PFiz-
dale, p a.,, has a dummy CBS mike
in his New York office, and here's
why. Whenever an editor doesn’t
aive the Fizdale office a break that
had been expected, someone on the
staff goes up to the phonus mike and
lets out a blast. He really sounds off
and calls the editor all the works.
Editor never will know, but the p. a.
has let a lot of steam escape.

Fizdale now, according to report,
may hcok the mike up to his out-of-

town offices,

Lucky Pulls Fastie
OnW.C.Fields Deal;
Baby Snooks Next?

HOLLYWOOD, Sept. 17. — James
Wright, Lord & Thomas account exec-
utive for American Tobacco Co. on
Lucky Strike, pulled into Hollywood
early this week strictly on the q. t.
Equally on the g. t. he signed W. C.
Fields to a contract whereby -the comic
will join the Lucky Strike Hit Parade
at the end of this month. Show is on
CBS, running 45 minutes, and will be
increased to a full hour if time can be
cleared. Deal was a fastie on the radio
trade.

Luckies, ever since a deal with Al
Pearce fell thru, has been wanting a
name show other than the Kay Kyser
musical quizzerv. Plelds has a contract
with Standard Brands that had a few
weeks to go, but it was settled.

It is also reported that George Wash-
ington Hill, Luckies’ president, is work-
ing on a deal with FPannie Brice to bring
her Baby Snooks routine to the Lucky
banner at the end of the year. This
deal is predicated on the report that the
MGM-Good News-Maxwell House coffee
show will not be renewed.

Communists on WMCA

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Communist
Party has started a program scries over
WMCA, local station. Series will have
26 talks between September 16 and No-
vember 7.

J. P. Muller agency placed.

Dave Chapman and Thaine Engle
joined KCKN, Kansas City, Kan., an-
nouncers this week.
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Dear Mr. Roosevelt:

State Network we are

| Beaumont, Tex., during

1 We suggest that not

3): for this survey.

An Open Letter to

Elliott Roosevelt

; As president and organizer of the new Texas

interested in a survey to be published in The
Billboard in a few weeks. The survey, made in

affiliated with the Mutual Broadcasting System,
"I will shed valuable light on radio listening habits
in Texas—the Twentieth Century Klondike. |

The survey will be completed this week. The
results will be published shortly.

yourself, but the entire radio industry, watch

— A_‘_—_-—-*—l I

sure you will be vitally

the week your network

only your associates and |
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WTCN Ups Pay After
News Guild Strike

MINNEAPOLIS, Sept. 17.—-Pay raises
averaging 12 to 20 per cent, and amount-
ing to $10 to $50 monthly, were given
members of WTCN production staff here
as a result of six-day strike called by
Twin Cities local of the American News-
paper Guild. Station, owned jointly by
Minneapolis Tribune and St. Paul
Pioneer Press, continued to operate dur-
ing week by virtue of four nonunionists,
but canceled many events from the
State Fair grounds.

Strike followed months of negotiations.
Station’s Guild unit of 12 was given
bargaining rights for 17 staffers by the
National Labor Relations Board. Dispute,
involving Guild men, was first of its
kind in United States, involving radio
white collar workers, including four an-
nouncers, one scripter, production man,
women’s activities director, special
feature broadcaster and three clerks.

Contract guarantees 85,200 yearly in-
crease for 13 staff men, and stabilizes
talent fees—long a bone of contention—
for special mike appearances; five-day,
40-hour week; job security, severance
pay and no struck-work clause.

Strikers’ chief weapon was pressure
on advertisers, many of whom canceled
big accounts during first couple of days.
No violence occurred at any time.

Agreement made before strike was that
AFL engineers would not go thru Guild-
CIO pickets at transmitter. When
pickets showed up late at transmitter
on first day, engineers walted outside
transmitter for the Guild men to show
up—so they would not have to go thru
their lines. After settlement both sides
praised each other for “willingness to
compromise.”

Bill Brady on Soap
Series; Starts Oct. 5

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Manhattan
Soap Co., for Sweetheart soap, has stgned
Willlam A. Brady, veteran legit producer,
for a six-week serles. Brady will do an
emsee and commentating job in a
dramatlc serles called Young America’s
Playhouse. Peck agency handles the ac-
count, with Ed Wolf selling the show
and the William Morris office Brady.

Series Is spotted for six weeks because
of a spectal promotion soapery has
planned. Switch in plans has the com-
pany canceling its time on WJZ. Plan
had been to use WJZ, WEAF and WABC,
with WOR now added in place of WJZ.

Starts October 5, WEAF.

Rochester Biz Good

ROCHESTER, N. Y., Sept. 17.—Accord-
ing to Lemoin: Wheeler, commercial
manager of WHEC here, station has little
available time left owing to seven new
weckly shows, one new six-day-a-week
program and a heavy increase in spot
and transcription business. More pro-
grams appear set for immediate future.
Political business expected to be consid-
erable, with local politicos apportioning
their budgets to favor radio over news-
papers. Few morning and evening spots
are open.

Monday (19) WSAY was scheduled to
have broadcast its first commercial from
WENY, Buffalo, Sustaining programs
have been piped since two months ago,
at which time stations were linked.

D C Issues Radio Reference

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17.—Department
of Comimerce this week released its bibli-
ography of Current Radio Reference,
compilad by Lawrence D. Batson, of the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com-
merce. Sixty-page mimeograph contains
a list of all standard references on radio
divided into subjects and classifications.
Copies may be obtained free of charge
from the department.

New announcers at Birmingham sta-
tlons are Norman Bowne at WBRC and
Bob Castle moving from WSFA, Mont-
gomery,®to the same station. Staff at
WBRC now includes Bill Spencer, Le-
land Childs, Bill McCain and John
Connolly.
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FCC Asked To Okeh
G-E Experimental
Television Permits

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17.—Examiner
R. H. Hyde. of Federal Communications
Commission, thiis week recommended
that the FCC grant four experimental
television licenses to the General Elec-
tric Co, of Schenectady, N. Y. Two
transmitters would be located in Sche-
nectady and one would be placed In both
Albany, N. Y., and Bridgeport, Conn., if
the commission grants the applications.

Estimating General Electric’s ne
worth at about $300,000,000, Examiner
Hyde conciuded that GE would be finan-
clally able to conduct experiments in
visual broadcasting. According to the
General Electric plan of research, the
television transmitters within the Al-
bany-Schenectady area would be used
toward perfecting visual broadcast meth-
ods while the Bridgeport installation is
primarily designed to improve types of
television recelvers for home use.

According to Hyde’s report to the com-
mission, General Electric has a system
similar to that used by the RCA and
National Broadcasting Co., but has a
number of variations allen to other
visual systems. GE method employs an
all-electric system with a screen defini-
tion of 441 lines interlaced, 30 frames
pe- seccnd, 60 fields per second with an
as ect ratio of fcur to three. Research
is .ntended to develop tubes having more
favorable characteristics than any now
in vse.

Two principal research objectives have
been set up by GE, Hyde stated, thru op-
eration of similar statlons. First is a
study of signal strength variations, both
toward and away from the ocean, and
second investigation of service areas of
slmilar stations. Amount of permissible
interferance is to be determined, and
the commission will be informed as to
the necessary geographical separation to
prevent interference.

New MBS Co-Op Show
Has 30 Accts.; Jessel Off

NEW YOREK., Sept. 17..—More than 30
sponsos have been lined up for the
Show of the Week, co-operatively spon-
sored stanza started next Sunday on the
Mutual network. Program, produced by
Ben Rocke, will feature a different band
each week in a deal with Music Corp. of
America, as well as news commentators
and emsee Ray Perkins. Bands so far
lined up include Dick Himber, Red Norvo,

—+

George Olsen, Harry Salter, Eddie
Duchin, Benny Goodman, Peter Van
Steederz, Kay Kyser and others Ernest

Chappeall will direct the show, with Red-
field Johnstone agency placing the biz.
Local sporsor is Howard clothing chain.

Anotnher co-operatively sponsored show,
which was tentatively slated for a return
run over Mutual this fall, is the George
Jessel program, but it’s now off. Jessel
bad otner commitments. Program ran
for 26 weeks last season on a Mutual
string.

New , Sound Film Plan
Takes 24 Record Tracks

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.-—Perfection of
a new sound on film method, applicable
to radlo, phonograph records and the
like, is reported. Interested in the new
verture is Clarence Venner, head of
Conquest Alllance Co. Another sound
on film recording system recently put
into work over here is the Miller Tape
Transrussion Systein.

New method features 24 sound tracks
on the standard 35-millimeter film size.
Reprocuction is by an electric eye, with
one standard reel of film able to play
steadily for six and a half hours without
resetting. Reproduction machine enables
preselection, with the recording system
taking up to 10,000 decibels, it Is sald.
This is higher than other recording
metho:ls.

NBC’s Tele Stunt

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—RCA-NBC tele-
vislon systera grabbed off a lot of space
in the dailies this week by conducting
its first television =idewalk Interview at
Rocke?eller Plaza Wednesday. Company’s
mobile unit was used. and interviews
with random passers-by were broadcast
to Metropolitan area over W2XBS as part
of current experimental series.

Relatively Speaking

NEW YORK, Sept. L7.—Trevor
Adams, Cecil Hackett and Wilbur
Stark are WMCA salesmen. Adams is
the son of Jack Adams, radio head of
Erwin Wasey agency. Hackett Is a
brother of Monte Hackett, of M. H.
Hackett agency, and Harold H. of
Music Corp. And Stark has a brother
with the Kiesewetter agenzy.

ReportedShirley
Offered at Ten G

HEOLLYWOOD, Sept. 17.—Report cur-
rent here this week was thst 20th Cen-
tury-Fox Pictures has changed its policy
insofar as Shirley Temple and radio ap-
pearances Is concerned ard that the
moppet can now broadcast under
commerclal sponsorship. It is sald the
asking price is 810,000 per broadcast for
the kid alone. Any additior.al talent on
the program would be extra.

Rumocred release to radio of the num-
ber one drawing attraction in the show
business today comes at a time when
there s once more considerable ill feel-
ing between the film and radio indus-
tries. Broadcasters resent the go-by giv-
en them by picture producers in allotting
advertising expenditures for the current
picture drive. Meanwhile the exhibitors
are still squawking over ailr appearances
of Hollywood names.

It is sald Erwin Wasey Advertising
Agency has an option on the aging star.

Phelan Quits Yankee

BOSTON, Sept. 17.—Charles W. Phelan,
director of sales of WNAC and the Yan-
kee network, nas resigned =ffective De-
cember 31. Linus Travers, recently
elected vize-president, will take over the
spot in addition to his berth as produc-
tion manager,

More “Tax Free” Music Actions
Copyrights in Peril, Sez Spaeth

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 17.—ILetters to
Davis & Schwegler, local lithographing
firm, from radio stations here and
Canada, pledge support in their fight to
give tax free music to broadcasting sta-
tions. Firm has entered the second
round of the fight against ASCAP
“music monopoly” by dispatching another
letter to air outlets. So far as can be
learned all is quiet on the front, with
ASCAP apparently maintaining a discreet
silence.

With the second letter from Davis &
Schwegler being sent to every radio sta-
tion, musiclans’ union and large music
store in the country for posting on their
bulletin boards, much comment has
been expressed pro and con from local
broadcasters, music firms and the AFM.
Much opinion seems to be back of Davis
& Schwegler.

Davis said: “If the radio stations don’t
do something about the situation I'll
see that over 100,000 young and old
American composers do something about
the condition where some 75 so-called
pop composers attempt to satisfy the
cultural demands of the American
public. Insignificant writers of little
ability, iIf any at all, but with great
political pull in the activities of ASCAP
get $10,000 a year or more for spawning
tunes which live for only a few broad-
casts.”

This week Davis & Schwegler sent a
brochure to the radio stations and mu-
sicians’ locals with the heading: "“Atten-
tion, Composers and Musicians.” Clos-
ing, the notice reads: “Never send us
any money at any time,” referring to as-
piring songwriters. The only stipulation
asked Is that the songwriter have his
manuscript copyrighted. Present plans
of the organization include a staff of
“readers” to cull over submitted manu-
scripts, selecting the ones suitable for
publication.

Rash of Quizzes, Vox Poppers

Now Spreading

NEW YORK, Sept. 17—Quiz shows
and audience participation gimmicks
are, In common with the United States
stations, now the most popular type of
radlo production in Soutk America. A
number of United States advertisers are
sponsoring various kinds o such shows.
While the amateur idea is rot new there,
the audience participation offshoots are
comparatively new. There was a quizzery
running on Brazilian staticns some time
ago, but the rash broke out only re-
cently, with U. S. sponsors leading the

pack. Local advertisers have now
jumped on the wagon as well. Addi-
tionally, South American programing

shows another sign of breaking up the
almost complete musical diet supplied
by stations, 1n that transcribed dramatic
shows are developing Into major au-
dience attractions. Typlcal is Charlie
Chan. Principal requirement Is that the
name of the serial be a familiar one.
Chan, one example, has a companion in
the familiar Spanish tale, Don Quirote.

First amateur thing started, it is sald,
in Cuba. where Listerine had a show on
some time, first airing about two years
ago. Same advertiser now has a show
(In English) of this same nature In the
Philippines and Hawall.

Quizzeries, representing combinations

Onto S.A. Air

of various q. and a. stuff as known in
the United States, are heard in Brazil,
Argentina, Chile, Venezuela, Uruguay.
Main program is controlled by Conquest
Alliance Co., being called The Man Who
Knows, For some time Sapolio and the
Toddy Co. bank-rolled this show, but
now local advertisers are paying the
freight. Program involves answering
any question sent in.

A man-on-the-street vox popper is be-
ing bank-rolled by the Wyeth Chemical
Co., selling a rubbing liniment and oil,
in Venezuela, Bi-So-Dol, in Rio de
Janeiro and Sao Paolo, also has a quiz-
zery. Anacin, likewise, has one in Puerto
Rico, Peru and Venezuela. Firestone and
Standard Oil of New Jersey had Charlie
Chan; Cocomalt, Don Quizrote.

According to Conquest Alliance execs,
care must be taken to prove to South
Americans that the program Is not gim-
micked, since they are suspicious of lot-
teries. Each member of a studio audience
is glven a double ticket, to be drawn
out of a hat, to convince them the game
is not gaffed.

For years South America relled almost
exclusively on musical shows, either live
or waxed, with the popularity of the
quizzers, etc., being boosted by their
novelty.

World Sets 28 Stations on New

Wax Networks N.

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Altho no New
York ocutlet was definite up to press
time, Werld Broadcasting System this
wepk stated Its new transcription net-
work would begin operations October 1.
Total of 28 stations in 2€ cities has so
far agreed to go in with the wax com-
pany. A wax network has been a pend-
ing development in radio for years, clos-
est existing cet-up before World Tran-
scription System belng Transamerican’s
disk deal wheveby recording costs were
absorbed by Transamerican. This is also
a premise of WTS.

Spokesman for WOR stated Friday
that “he didn’t see how WOR could go

Y. Still To Come

into the new set-up.” Nevertheless,
WOR Is stili regarded as a likely New
York outlet. Earlier World Broadcastinz
salc 1t was expected the Newark station
would be its metropolitan outlet.

Trade opinion is that both World and
the spot field have much at stake in the
wax chaln. Increased rates for musicians,
put thru by the AFM, actually forced
World into projecting a proposal it had
long sought. In selling WTS, it will be
stressed that mechanical costs are not
extended to advertisers, billing proce-
dure is unified and market selectivity
retained.

Stations set

are WOKO, Albany;

SEATTLE, Sept. 17.—Threatening new
suits against radio stations, theaters and
other entertainment places, Dr. Sigmund
Spaeth, composer, is in this city. The
Washington State law being b:tterly
fought by ASCAP was the target of his
comments. He pointed out that if the
American Soclety of Composers, Authors
and Publishers fails in its efforts <o have
the State law voided, the individual
composers and authors may seek injunc-
tions against radio broadcasts ard per-
formances of their wares. He statzd fur-
ther that unless the Washington situa-
tion is remedied the whole Arsrican
copyright structure is imperiled.

If individual action is taken by com-
posers and authors, he states, racis sta-
tions and theaters as well as night clubs
and restaurant-theaters with floor shows
would either have to obtain written per-
mission for the performance of each and
every number or restrict programs to -
songs on which copyrights have expired.
Such individual action may be under-
taken pending settlement of the dispute
which led to the present lawsuit be-
tween ASCAP and Washington,

Spaeth pointed out further that radio
had about killed sheet music salz2s, and
that sheet music is being pirated all over
the United States, even to the =xtent
of a large number of song sheet reddlers
in many cities hawking pirated versions
for nickels and dimes.

Pending outcome of present litigation
in this State, radio statlons, theaters and
amusement places are not paying royal-
ties to ASCAP, while continuing to use
the song hits. Spaeth predicts ecrly ad-
ditional legal action.

Exhibs Beef Again
On Pic Names on Air

SYRACUSE, Sept. 17.—Allled Theater
Owners of New York, in convention here,
demanded end of doubling on radio by
motion picture stars and called upon
independent theater owners to get be-
hind the government's suit againat eight
major motlon picture companies over
monopoly charges.

Jack Benny, Burns and Allen. Bing
Crosby, Bob Burns, Martha Raye and
Dick Powell were among a long list of
film stars who drew fire of the assocla-
tion In a resolution which demanded
that motlon picture companies act to
curb their dual activities. Max Cohen,
president, declared: “Stars who appear
in motion pictures under no :zircum-
stances should be allowed to apdear onf
the air. Jack Benny, for example, broad-
casts at 7:30 Sunday nights. He rzceives
a good sum of money for that broadcast,
vet the distributor is paying a lot of
moncy for his pictures, one of which
may be playing at the same time he is
on the air. These broadcasts d=initely
interfere with our attendance.”

KSAM Starts

HUNTSVILLE, Tex. Sept. 17.—Newly
constructed Radio Station KSAM takes
the alr September 25, Harold C. Scott,
general manager, announced this week.
Bill Smith, formerly of KRAB, Lafkin, is
chief engineer. Owners are H. G, Webster,
local banker; Dr. Charles N. Shaver,
president of the Sam Houston State
Teachers’ College, and Bryan Shever.

Garry Morfit, recently with WBAL,
Baltimore, joined KWK, St. Louis. Will
handle special events as well as studio
shows.

WEBAL, Baltimore; WGR-WKBW, Bufialo;
WCKY, Cincinnati; WHK, Cl2veland;
WHKC, Columbus; WIS, Columbia, S. C.;
KOMA, Oklanoma City; WCAU, Phila-
delphia; WCAE, Pittsburgh; KGKO, Ft.
Worth: KMBC., Kansas City; KHJ, Los
Angeles; KOIN, Portland, Ore; WHAM,
Rochester, N. Y.; KDYL, Salt Lake City;
KTSA, San Antonio; KGB, San Diego;
KFRC, San Francisco; KDB, Santa Bar-
bara; KIRO, Seattle; KWK, St. Louls;
WREC, Memphis; WIOD, Miami; WISN,
Milwaukee; WLAC, Nashville; KHQ, Spo-
kane, and WFBL, Syracuse.

S*ations wilt pay World commissions
based on their rate cards, rangirng from
15 to 25 per cent, smaller stations with
lower cards paying larger commissions.
This commish applies to only WTS
placed accounts. Station representatives-
are about umanimous In statirg they
will not split commissions with World.
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Eddy Duchin
Reviewed Monday, 9:30-10 p.m.
Style—Musical.  Sponsor — American

Cigar and Cigaret Co. Station—WEAF,
New York (NBC-Red network).

Eddy Duchin is back on the air with
his smooth, sophisticated rhythms, which
must be a welcome relief to those dialers
whose eardrums are in a sad state of
disrepair from a concerted summer at-
tack of riffs, licks, rides and barrel-
housing. It is a tribute to Duchin’s
planistic abilities and those of his men
in the purveying of smooth, danceable,
listenable melodies that he has not
slipped from his high place among con-
temporary band leaders even tho he
started and made his name long before
swing was anything other than what
somebody did at the end of a rope.

His new commercial for Pall Mall has
not altered his style any, which is as 1t
should be. For velvety interpretations
of current pop tunes and old familiar
standards Duchin cannot be topped, and
there are few things in the dance-band
world more enjoyable than a Duchin solo
on behalf of a Tin Pan Alley favorite.
His delicate arpeggios and weaving of
counterpoint as a background when the
band has the melodic line are a constant
source of pleasure In themselves, and
especlally so to those who are weary of
corn. For those who simply must be
sent, Lew Sherwood’s trumpet growl has
plenty of dispatching power.

Outstanding among the 30 minutes of
pop songs was Stop Beatin’ Round the
Mulberry Bush in a grand arrangement
for the band; Durelle Alexander, White-
man alumnus now singing with Duchin,
and the glee club. Not far behind in
quality was Eddy's work on Vincent
Youman's More Than You Know and
Jimmy Shields’ version of Noel Coward’s
I'll Follow My Secret Heart. Shlelds, a
tenor, is the featured male vocalist for
the series.

Booming chimes of what is supposed
to be London’s Big Ben are used as a
signature to bring to the show the at-
mosphere of the exclusive British Pall
Mall district. Duchin is using a new
theme as well, Cole Porter’s I Get a Kick
Out of You. Commercials are unobtru-
sive, and the program thruout has an
alr of quiet dignity despite the type of
musical fuel used. Richman.

Ford Sunday Evening Hour

Reviewed Sunday, 9-10 p.m. Style
— Symphonic music.  Sponsor—Ford
Motor Co. Agency — N. W. Ayer.
Station—WABC, New York (CBS net-
work) .

Joining the parade of returning net-
work attractions, the Ford hour brought
#ts aesthetic presence back to the alr
waves September 11, with Eugene Or-
mandy conducting for the opening pro-
gram of the fifth year of the serles.
Ormandy is to wield the baton over the
76-pilece aggregation for the next three
broadcasts as well. Guest star on the
inaugural program was John Charles
Thomas, Metop baritone, marking his
fifth appearance on the show and the
third time he was selected as initial fea«
tured artist.

With Ormandy, director of the famed
Philadelphia Orchestra, on the podium,
the Ford group seemed to perform with
a sureness and a fullness at times lack-
ing under the wands of less celebrated
and less able musiclans. Especlally in
the Prelude to Wagner's Die Meister-
singer and the finale from Tschalkowsky's
Fourth Symphony, and in the contrast-
ing mood of Debussy's Clair de Lune,
did the orchestra seem to catch the
spirit and the meaning of the composi-
tions with a greater understanding of
thelr musical values than In previous
concerts heard. Many times during the
past five years this listener has detected
an uncertain approach to works of more
pretentious proportions, but under Or-
mandy’s leadership this indecisive qual-
ity was removed and a sure, individual
interpretation of the music was revealed
to make this first broadcast a high-
water mark which 1t is hoped will be
maintained thruout the season.

As the orchestra’s performance in-
creased in feeling and understanding,
the Thomas baritone appeared tired and
lethargic. The singer was heard in Eve-
ning Star from Tannhauser; the Air
d’Herode from Massenet's Herodiade; I
Heard a Forest Praying, by de Rose, and
On the Road to Mandalay, accompanied
by a 26-volce mixed chorus. It was only
in the latter that his volce reached its
true magnitude.

The halfway spot on the program in-
troduced once more the short talks of
W. J. Cameron, a feature of the show

Program Reviews

EDST Unless Otherwise Indicated

since its inceptlon. This time the dis-
course dealt philosophically and bom-
bastically with vacations and returning
home, which somehow managed to work
itself into a discussion .of the country’s
condition. It has been a firm conviction
of this listener that the grandiose edi-
torlalizing of Mr. Ford's Mr. Cameron
could very well be dispensed with, with
no one the loser, least of all the radio
audience. Richman.

“The Avenue Reporter”

Reviewed Wednesday, 5-5:15 p.m.
Style—Shopping comment.  Co-opera-~
tively sponsored.  Station — WEBR

(Buffalo).

What several local class publications
tried to do and failed to do, Edith Nata-
lle Stark hopes to accomplish on the
Buffalo alrwaves. Billed as the Avenue
Reporter, Miss Stark, former newspaper
woman, has a chatty, homey, off-stage
style that is acceptable to the housewife
listener.

Program will concern only class buyers,
it appears. .

Starting with informal comment on
interesting episodes in the dally routine
of some local celebrities, Miss Stark
eases into shop talk with clever conti-
nuity. She covers fashions, cooking, an-
tiques and other things with Impressive
authenticity and tles them up neatly
with commercial plugs.

Altho the program is pleasing, it lacks
mass appeal in its merchandising poten-
tialities. Advertisers are small shops and
cannot afford advertising that would
fail to bring direct results. Program may
be a winner if it abandons the class idea
and sells to the average. Warner.

“Silhouettes of the West”

Reviewed Tuesday, 9:30-9:45 p.m.
Style—Songs and dialog.  Sustaining
on KDKA (Pittsburgh).

For g return to the traditional Western
plains of the late 19th century, to the
dogie songs and ambling story-telling
brought up to date by radio continuity
writers, Silhouettes is a refreshing rellef
from the usual evening quarter hour.
Using two anonymous male voices who
comhine string-twanging and yarn-
spinning with singing to realistically
portray cowboys, the show is good for
man appeal. Or maybe for an advertiser
hoping for a youngster market, provided
the stanza Is pepped up a bit. As it
stands, it is devold of blood and
thunder. Frank.

Arizona Red

Reviewed Tuesday, 1-1:15 p.m, Stylé
—Cowboy songs. Station—WNEW
(New York).

Arizona Red sings his cowboy tunes in

accompanying himself
with a guitar. When caught his offer-
ings, about four or five songs, were
rather monotonous in presentation. Act,
in brief, is scarcely of much value.
Seems to thls reviewer that Arizona
Red might advantageously try to change
his style. There are any number of
vocalists glutting the market with the
same brand of tonsiling, and to per-
petuate the species augurs no particular

good for elther the giver or taker.
Ackerman.

a nasal drawl,

Nancy Turner

Reviewed Friday, 11:15-11:45 am.
Style—Woman’s program. Sustaining
on WMCA, New York. Intercity
Broadcasting System. ‘

For those who need a good lesson in
discipline, Nancy Turner’s Round the
Town program Is recommended. Here is
30 minutes of alr time being thrown
away on nonsense and trivia that doesn’t
leave the slightest impression in one’s
mind.

Having the normal respect for the
intelligence of the average woman, we
don't have the slightest hesitation In
saying that this program is an insult to
their intelligence. For example: Nancy
does a bit of drum beating with a five-
minute talk on success, harping on the
subject that a good thing to remember
is “that success is a result of hard
work.” This friendly advice and hot
news have besn passed down since time

immemorial and their relevancy to house-
hold hints, beauty advice, fashions, or
women's problems in general, are still
questionable.

Much of her time is devoted to no-
account descriptions of hats, the use of
the “stripe” motif (which still hasn’t
been settied) and beauty advice. Her
style of delivery is wishy-washy and for
the most part you could almost feel her
reading her lines. The continuity breaks,
from one subject to another, are also
done with crudeness.

The program generally, and the ma-
terial particularly, will have to undergo
a good polishing and renovating before
Miss Turner's following attains the
heights she has out of town. Allen Wil-
liams, anaouncer, is with Miss Turner
during the entire half hour, asking and
answerlng of which he doesn’t seem to
have the slightest knowledge. Zatt.

“The Lamplighter”
(Jacob Tarshish)

Reviewed Sunday, 12:30-12:45 p.m,
Style—"‘Inspirational” talk. Sponsor—
Julius Grossman. Agency — Sterling.
Station—WOR (MBS network).

Anyone with a liking for bllgewater
can put a keg under the radlo Sundays
at 12:30 and watch it (the bilgewater)
ooze stickily down the dial as Jacob
Tarshish, “The Lamplighter,” emits
sweetness and light for the glory of
Grossman's Shoes. General thesis 18 as
usual—be happy with your lot, because
everybody you envy is really much worse
off than you are—and case historles are
cited to “prove’” it. Prize on the program
caught concerned a barber who made a
lot of money and was so unhappy with-
out his dear old friends and his soul-
improving old poverty that he went back
to his barber shop and hung himself.

This business of convincing the sub-
merged that they’re much better under
water than above it i3 one of the most
nauseating manifestations—but why go
on? It's depressing to realize that there
are so many lovers of such treacle-and-
saccharine that someone actually thinks
another dose of it will help him to sell
shoes.

As for Tarshish, he commits countless
barbarisms upon the so-called English
language, and drones on in a hard and
unattractive voice. He does avoid the
usual mealy mouth of the air’s human
bluebirds; but on the other hand he
seems to be daring his listeners to deny
the pap he belches. Commerclals (fea-
turing the healthful effects of good
shoes) actually came as a relief, Burr.

‘Negro Achievement Period’

5:45-6 p.m.
Sustaining

Reviewed Wednesday,
Style—Talk-poems-music.
on WELI (New Haven).

This program is believed to be the only
one of its kind in Connecticut. Directed
by Don Raphael, of WELI, it can be de-
veloped into a worth-while feature. In-
teresting facts about Negroes who have
become leaders in their flelds and who
have brought honor to their race are
glven, and to liven the program several
transcribed records of Paul Robeson and
other colored singers are played. Perlod
1s closed by the reading of a poem of
the Negro poet, James Weldon Johnson.

A little shuffling around in routine
of program would help considerably.
Musical numbers should be shorter and
played oftener, while talks should be
shortened considerably. Lefkowitz.

News About News

Reviewed Monday, 6:45-7 p.m.
CDST. Style—Commentary, ~ Sponsor
—Chicago Herald and Examiner. Agency
— Schwimmer & Scott. Station —
WMAQ (Chicago).

There’s a good idea here, but on the
first shot it was pretty badly mutilated.
Program is built to plug the new tab
switch of Hearst’s Chicago Herald and
Ezaminer. This is done by having an
editorial staff member appear before the
mike to splel about his particular task
on the sheet and also a resume of the
current day’s news. Ulmer Turner, HeTex
radio editor, introduces the Fourth Es-
tate member for each stint, in this case
Warren Brown, sports writer. It's the

material that misses fire Spot news re-
view is okeh, but when Brown dished up
the shop talk he did not go far enough.
In this reviewer’s opinion, it is here that
this type of program might be made very
interesting. General public has always
shown an interest in what goes on in a
city room, but they will be disappointed
by skimpy revelations. Brown and Tur-
ner both turn in fair enough jobs on
delivery.

Donald Dowd announces, and there’'s
an opening and closing fanfare Whole
biz is also shot thru with too many
plugs of the same repetitlous type.

Humphrey.

“Musical Steelmakers”’

Reviewed Sunday, 5-5:30 p.m. Style
—Variety. Sponsor—Wheeling Steel
Corp. Agency—Critchfield. Station—
WOR (Mutual network).

Obviously, this show’s chief point of
interest is the novelty angle that talent
consists of the regular employees of the
sponsor or members of thelr immediate
families. This makes for initial interest.
but alone it wouldn't be enough to sup-
port a half-hour show. It’s not alone on
this stanza, however; the employees of
the Wheeling Steel Corp., judged by their
efforts on the first session Of their re-
newal series, can stack up very nicely with
some professional entertainers who regu-
larly infest the alrwaves. Entertainment
value, without making any allowance for
the amateur standing of the participants,
was uniformly high.

Among the acts retalned from last
season the best impression is made by
the Steele Sisters, girl trio that handles
nice arrangements and handles them

" very well; but the show has a new star

in the person of Dorothy Anne Crow, 16-
year-old soprano, who did Gilannina Mia
on the program caught. Atho singing it
two notes under the original she dis-
played a full, clear, lovely voice which,
with . proper training, ought to land her
places. Despite the fact that she was
handicapped a bit by nervousness in her
first mike appearance, she has the mak-
ings of a really first-class vocal instru-
ment. She should be trained—and
watched carefully by pro showmen.

Guest artist on the stanza caught was
Mrs. David Reiss, who pumps a mean ac-
cordion. She got ace effect from the
medley allotted her.

Commercials plug steel products.

Burr.

Lux Radio Theater

Reviewed Monday, 9-10 p.m. Style
—Drama. Sponsor—Lever Brothers.
Agency—). Walter Thompson, Inc. Sta-
tion—WABC (CBS network).

For some time now, especially in the
last months of its career before taking
a summer layoff, the Lux dramatic
stanzas have bullt to a steady position
among the first four or five shows in
radlo, including both half and hour
periods. With nothing socko in the way
of opposition, Lux attraction dominates
Monday night, as amply proved by The
Billboard and other radio program sur-
veys, Re-enacting pic and stage hits
with! film biggies in one of the few good
dramatic sesslons—especially by compar=
ison with other ether drayma—Ilooks like
a foolproof formula,

Starting this season was a radio ver-
sion of Paramount's Spaun of the North,
as crummy a choice for the inaugural
clambake as could be selected, a sprawl-
ling he-man thing about salmon fishers.
Pal A finally sacrifices his life for Pal B
to the heartbreak of all concerned and
especially Dorothy Lamour, who vocally
wept thruout and all over the place.
Cast had George Raft, Fred MacMurray,
Akim Tamiroff and John Barrymore, in
addition to Miss Lamour, with Cecil B.
DeMille directing and welcoming all
hands. Performances hit par—par being
fromagenous. But the commeercials
don’t even make parl.

Wwill Hays, during an entr’acte, gave
speech No. 7 on the glories of the film
industry. Franken.

Rio Grande Serenaders

Reviewed Monday 7:15-7:45 p.m.
CST.  Style—Music.  Sustaining on
KCKN (Kansas City, Kan.)

A Mexican group which offers the
usual Latinesque dittles in Spanish, all
of 'em joining in for vocal choruses with
an all-string instrumental background.
Announcements as well as the singing
are in Spanish, which makes for a
McCoy atmosphere if nothing else.

Prograi, alred weekly by the enter-
prising Capper station, obviously is
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ERSCHEL DEUTSCH, Lawrence Gum-

binner agency exec, produced the
Manhattan Music Hall show to be given
at the annual shindig of the National
Wholesale Druggists’ Association at
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., Septem-
ber 23 Columbia Artists’ Bureau is
co-operating ancd talent will include
Arthur Godfrey, Audrey Marsh, Lyn Mur-
day choristers, Men About Town and
others. . . . Russell E. Pierce, Cecil, War-
wick & Legler, back at his desk fol-
lowing a European study of propaganda
methods. . . . Voice of Experience, open-
ing latz this month, will go over a 71-
station hook-up on WOR-Mutual-—the
most extensive since the program's incep-
tion in 1924.

Fred Allen ezpected in town this
week, having left Old Orchard, Me.,
with time out for a stopover in
Boston. . . . Art Tolchin, of WHN,
will be a papa soon. . .. Joey Nash
back from South America. . .. Paul
Stewart is now supervising radio
productions for Orson Welles. . . .
Ted Lewis guesting September 289

Z/ofz,’z By PAUL ACKERMAN

with Rudy Vallee. . . . Murray Car-
penter, time buyer for Compton,
back from wvacation. . . . Chauncey
Landon, Compton agency vice-presi-

dent, ill in hospital. . . . Maurice
Barrett, new production head of
WHN, succeeding Gene Ford, whq

goes to Washington and Baltimore
to do stage shows for Lcew’s.

FIRST guest on the Tommy Riggs show
for Quaker Oats will be Zasu Pitts.

. John J. Anthony, of Good Will Hour,
will lecture before women'’s organizations
and clvic groups, starting late this
month. ... Kenneth H. Berkeley, general
manager of WRC and WMAL, Washing-
ton, sails for Europe September 21 to
study foreign broadcasting methods. He
will attend meeting of International
Broadcasting Union at Brussels in Octo-
ber. . . . Jack Berch on a new series of
15-minute song programs on CBS. . . .
Charlie Marglis due back on NBC next
month. . . . Jimmy Lyons, former vaude
and radio comic and writer. now scripter
and director of radio department of Roth
agency.

elﬂ'C(ng By HAROLD HUMPHREY

ETTY MITCHELL, secretary at RCA

for five years, left this week for a
Job in the local AFRA office.
“Senator Fishface” (Elmore Vincent) is
in town looking around for a sponsored
air spot. . Major Alexander P. De
Seversky. army plane designer, sort of
double-crossed the p. a. for It Can Be
Done, on which the major guested
Wednesday. He flew from New York
to Chi a day earlier than expected, break-
ing the unofficial record for that route
and at the same time catching the wel-
coming committee flat footed. Same pro-
gram 1Is also trying to lure hizzoner
Mayor Kelly for a guest appearance. . . .
Actress Gene Byron hied away to the
hills for a rest. Billy House bought
his third farm, this one near El Paso,
Tex.

Shades of the Hall of Fame: lowa’s
governor has set aside the third Fri-
day in every August as ‘“Josh Hig-
gins Day” and declared it a legal
holiday in honor of the native son.
. . . Harmonica tootler Johnny Spe-
cial is organizing a mouth-harp
banc at Father Flanagan’s Boys’
Town ncar Omaha. . . . Al Hollander

has picked up three mnew remote
dance spots for WIND. Plans to have
the evening hours between 8 and
midnight for dance music and news
shots only. . . . Anne Seymour laid
up for an optic operation. . . . Marion
Odmark, local free-lance villarist and
editor, rated a thumb-nail biog in
the current issue of LookE....Charlie
Grimm, late manager of the Cubs
baseballers, just signed another con-
tract with WBBM for three more
years of ball spieling on the strength
of his few weeks’ work at the job
this summer. . .. Kay Armen, WAAF
canary, 18 back after a whole sum-
mer off.

DD new appointments: Richard W.

Garner as station prcemotion man-
ager for John Blair & Co. reps, and
J. E. Campeau as general manager of
CKLW in Detroit, succeedir.g the recently
resigned Frank Ryan. . . . Tiny Hill's
crew fills the band stand at the Melody
Mill ballroom and gets a WGN airing,
starting Wednesday. . . . Passing away
of Bob Barrett Jr., WOR Midwest man-
ager, here Wednesday was a shock to
nearly everyone on radio row.

slanted to catch the large Mexican audi-
ence in the two Kansas Cities. In that
respect it is eminently successful, for no
other shows In the Greater Kaycee area
are styled along this line.

Not outstanding but nevertheless a
listenable half-hour offering. It might
rate higher If someone would ask the
Serenaders to stop shouting ‘“yippee”
thruott every four bars of each tune
offered. It's a monotonous practice
which grates. Dezter.

“The Musical Loom”’

7:30-7:45 p.m.
Sustaining on

Reviewed Friday,
CST.  Style—Musical.,
WRJIN  (Racine, Wis.)

Pleasantly innocuous is this offering
which features the Weavers of Song,
directed by George Graham, With selec-
tions -o put the listener in a reminis-
cent mood, program opened with Deep
River, a harmonious rendition by the
Friendly Four Quartet. Vera Baker, so-
prano, did well by Are Maria, after
which the Weavers followed with the
Winter Song to keep the listeners' minds
off the heat. Concluding selection by
the quartet.

Entire program
conducted.

Columbia Workshop
“Outward Bound”

Reviewed Thursday, 10-10:30 p.m.
Style—Drama.  Sustaining on WABC
(CBS network) .

One of Columbia’s proudest .posses-
slons is its dramatic laboratory, the
Workshop, whence has come good and
bad radio stuff. Example of the latter
class was the inaugural show of this

is smooth and well

season, a radio version of Sutton Vane’s
superb play, Outward Bound. Some good
may be said about the production, but
the original hypothesis, tkat such plays
can be done in a half-hour broadcast,
appears to be wrong. In doing such
productions radio is simply aping the
early picture days, especially the early
sound picture days when films simply
took Broadway plays and put them on
celluloid, adding little of the new me-
dium’s touches other than greater scenic
scope. Only recently sound pictures,
largely because of some few directors,
Hitchcock, Capra et -al, zmerged as a
new interpretative medlum. And if CBS
really wants to get into radio drama
the Workshop should stick close to orig-
inal pieces, such as the second in this
year’s serles, Joe Swing Retires, by Hilda
Cole.

Faults of Outward Bound stem pri-
marily from the required brevity of the
production. Incidentally, it might be
worth considering that cutzing the shows
to that extent defeats the purpose of
the series. These productions are aimed
at a definite audience; the audience will
be disappointed if the productions are
as weak as Bound. Principal fault of the
show was in its characterizations, piled
on with a concrete mixer. Additionally,
the direction or possibly sdaptation ap-
parently presupposed listeners’ familiar-
ity with the story, omitiing any pre-
dlalog exposition. Action started with
the young couple’s suicide steps, clear
enough, but the early ship scene portions
were probably quite confusing to those
who didn’t see the show or film.

Charles R. Jackson did the adaptation;
Martin Gosch directed, and Bernard
Herrmann gave a good wmmusical backe-
ground. Cast had Karl Swenson, Rosa-
lind Ivan, Florence Malone, Hal De-
Becker, John Brown, Reginald Bach,

Radio Bingo Game O. K. as Contest
But N. S. G. as Air Entertainment

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Altho tele-
phone bingo has been on the air in a
number of other cities for some time, it
did not hit New York until this week
when Ludwig Baumann, department
store chain in New York, started a series
under its sponsorship on WHN. Locally
the game is called “Ludwig B,” for ob-
vious reasons. Controlled by Harry S.
Goodman, the show is on once weekly,
Wednesday 8:30-9 p.m.

Program emerges as not so much of
an entertainment project as an out-
and-out bingo attraction, with special
emphasis on merchandising the spon-
sor's name. As a matter of fact, for
those who will not play the game or
don’'t like bingo or quizzes, entertain-
ment values are almost nil.

Players must have a telephone or per-
mission to use one where they're play-
ing. Under each letter in “Ludwig B”
go, in correct sequence, the letters and
numbers in the player's phone :umber.
Announcer then calls out variots ques-
tions, giving two numbers to eack ques-
tion and two possible answers t> corre-
spond to these numbers. Whichever the
listener thinks is the right answer must
be checked if the number appears in
the players telephone numbe:. The
confusion is not this reporter's.

Game i{s now on WCAE., Pittsburgh;
WBAL, Baltimore; WEBR, Buffalo;
WXYZ, Detroit; WSAI, Cincinnati;
WHIO, Dayton; WIRE, Indiarapolis;
KTRI, KWK, St. Louis, and WIF, Phila-
delphia, among others. Frerken.

Helen Walpole, Ian Martin and Morgan
Farley. Mrs. Malone, as Mrs. Midgett,
had the juiciest part and, while her per-
formance held true in the main, her
voice several times went below the mini-
mum decibel requirement, or something.
Farley part of the reverend suffered
badly from the shears. In the main the
performances were as good as the heavily
drawn characterizations would permit.
Franken.

“The Mighty Show™

Reviewed Wednesday, 5:45-6 p.m.
Style—Dramatic  serial.  Sponsor —-
My-T-Fine Desserts. Agency—BBDG&GO.
Station—WABC (CBS network}.

After devoting the greater part of 15
minutes to hearing The Mighty Show, it
becomes the strict duty of this corres-
pondent to report that instead of being
mighty it more closely approximates
what is properly defined in the trade as
a stinker.

Program, purporting to be a story of
circus life, came over the air with plenty
of sound effects, including certain ani-
mal noises and other hoopla, but the
situation quickly jelled into insipid ro-
mance with a stock villain lurking
around the tiger den. Lines spoken by
the romantic leads were singularly inept,
even for kids. Script sadly needed hypo
and deletion of such phony sentiments
as ‘“The show must go on.” The Mighty
Show must not necessarily go on.

Performers who find themselves impli-
cated In this business are Agnes Moore~
head, Artells Dixon, Don Costello, Brad-
ley Barker and Jay Meredith.

Ackerman.

“Kellogg Stamp Club”

Reviewed Wednesday, 6:45-7 p.m.
Style — Adventure-Philately. Sponsor
— Kellogg. Agency — N. W. Ayer.
Station—WOR (Mutual network).

Capt. Tim Healy, philatelist and one-
time soldier and adventurer, will prob-
ably corner a sizable audience for Kel-
logg. Program, which draws upon Healy’s
personal experiences as captain of the
British Intelligence Service, etc., is based
upon spy stories involving stamps or
stamp collecting. Technique used has
Healy as narrator, with some sequences
built up into dramatizations. When
caught Healy and the cast did right well
for themselves in presenting a spy de-
tection incident during the World War.
Production is brief and realistic. -

Give-away offer for philatelists is a
packet of 115 foreign stamps in return
for 10 cents and two box tops. Program
is on three times a week, and Healy
winds up with a teaser on the next
broadcast.

Commercials, not too long, are ably
presented. Ackerman. .

SUGAR’S DOMINO

(Continued from page 4)
who made about 40,000 quiz books avail-
able to his patrons of several theaters
and thus far there have been only 900
takers? And this lad has pushed the
drive like nobody’'s business.

Maybe they ought to screen Alezan-
der's Ragtime Band all over the country
day and date—and they wouldn’'t need
any contests. And maybe the film
tvcoorns will find some other way of
taking care of men who need and de-
serve jobs—but not at the sacrifice of
the industry.

[SWANSON

PLAN 1938

(Continued jrom page 3 )
girls, most of whom reside here: $4,000
for local musicians, $4,000 for stage-
hands, $3,000 for production stafZ, $1,100
for parking lot attendants, $1100 for
vshers and cashiers and $250 for extra
watchmen. Some of the $42,0)) paid
the name bands and acts also was spent
here. Purpose of Casa Manana shows,
hesides advertising medium for city and
entertainment for summer visitars, is to
help local business conditions during
the off months.

After the guarantee fund is reised di-
rectors will consider the propositions of
Music Corp. of America or any other
organization to produce the 1929 show.
MCA has again offered its production
services.

AFA, AGENTS——

(Continued from page 3)
in the city, 812 per person within a
radius of 25 miles, and $14 pe- person
within a 50-mile radius.
The union has halted the practice of
charging performers for meals at the

Monte Carlo, Bertolotti’s, Flynn's
(Brooklyn) and Red Mill (Bronx). AFA
claims this practice of compulsory

meals was a subterfuge to pay less than
minimum scale.

Executive Secretary Ralph Whitehead
leaves today to attend election of of-
ficers of the Pittsburgh AFA brarch. He
will also go to the Houston AFL con-
vention as one of the four delegates of
the Four A’s. Other delegates are Frank
Gillmore, Kenneth Thomson =znd Leo
Fischer.

Fordham .Eyes Sponsor

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Eroadcast
rights to Fordham University football
games are being offered by the univer-
sity. Schedule includes Upsala, Waynes=
burg, Purdue, Oregon, St., Marys, North
Carolina, South Carolina and New York
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6-Day Week With 7-Day

Pay for New York’s Musikers

Yorkville on “day of rest” basis—=vaudeville houses are
immediate objective—Local 802’s membership gives
Jack Rosenberg a vote of confidence

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—The annual by-law meeting of Local 802, American
Federation of Musicians, Monday (12) brought out 4,000 members out of the total
membership of 20,000, According to Jack Rosenberg, local prez, it was the largest
conclave in 802 history. Amendments and by-laws brought up and voted upon were
mostly routine matters, the only significant point (in view of the coming December
elections) being the motion proposed by the opposition group, headed by Dave
Freed, to carry over unfinished business until the next meeting, as against the cus-

tomary procedure of referring it to the
local’s executive board. Motion was voted
down and taken as an encouraging sign
by Rosenberg that the majority of the
union’s members are behind him and his
fellow officers. Rosenberg stated that
this rejection of the opposition’s motion
could be construed as a vote of confi-
dence in him, inasmuch as it gives him
and the board power to pass or vote
down those amendments not taken up
at the meeting.

Most Iimportant problem facing the
local at the moment is the matter of the
six-day week. Negotiations are In
process with all Class A spots for a six-
day week with seven days’ pay, and local
officlals realize that it’s not going to
be too easy a task. One victory has
already been hung up, all the restaurant
and tavern spots in Yorkville, German
section of the city, having capitulated
to the union’s demands. Local is at
present confabing with the Broadway
theaters, Roxy, Loew’s State and Radio
City Music Hall.

Intention is to place the strictest ban
on musiclans working steadily six days
a week from accepting any sort of en-
gagement on the seventh day. This ban
will extend to radio commercials, theater
engagemernts, club dates—in short, a
musician playing a steady six-day-a-week
job s forbidden to play any type of
engagement on his day of rest. Excep-
tions will be made only by permission
of the executive board. Ruling went
into effect this week, members warned
to consult the union before signing any
contracts calling for a full week’s work.

Probable effect on those hotel and
night spots using bands seven days a
week will be rather cataclysmic when
and If the ban reaches its full force. Not
only will be the managements be forced
to pay the regular band for seven days’
work while receiving only six, but if
thdy interd to stay open the seventh
day they must hire a rellef band. Larger
spots can stand the financlal setback,
even If they don’t like it. But it will
probably mean the shutting down on
the seventh day for plenty of small spots
or pruning floor-show budgets.

In the case of name bands playing
a location and also doubling in a pres-
entation house, or appearing on a radlo
commercial on their supposed day off,
exceptions will no doubt be made.

Gray 109, Off at Palomar,
Meroff 25% Under at Topsy

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 17.—While man-
ggement of Palomar Ballroon here never
releases actual box-office figures, 1t was
indicated tlhiat Glen Gray's business
during his engagement here was off 10
per cent in comparison with his stay last
year. However, Casa Loma suffered by
lack of sufficlent bally to inform tran-
sients that the band was in town. After
plugging Tommy Dorsey every day
Palomar exploited Gray’s opening date
only and then dropped all ads. Ted
Weems is. current, with Gene Krupa
following mid-October and Clyde McCoy
coming in Novemkter.

At Topsy's nitery Benny Meroff was
unable to hit grosses scorcd by Ted
Lewis, who made his week good for
$9,500. Meroff’'s drawing was 25 per
cent under. He bows out this week and
Ted Fio-Rito takes over.

Still Auditioning Em

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 17.—Representa-
tives from MCA were in town this week
for a third time in three months, audi-
tioning local bands. Talent seeking at-
tributed partly to stir caused when AFM
local provoked ban on radio remotes for
month, secured promises from local inns
and nitertes to use city orks part of year,
instead of traveling outfits.

MCA Personnel Cut
Grossly Exaggerated

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Taking inven-
tory of office personnel in an effort to
cut down on the tremendous overhead
maintained by the office, Music Corp. of
America released several employees this
week, mostly clerical help.

While rumors were rampant along
main street as to the extent of the slic-
ing, gossiping was grossly exaggerated.
Willard Alexander, MCA exec, advised
that the only help let out were those
taken on during the summer rush and
that the casualties were slight and insig-
nificant. Only booking boys released
were Art Kenage, handling minor hotel
accounts; Bill Von Zehle, of the radio de-
partment; three shipping clerks and two
stenogs. It was an ordinary and routine
economy move, the same as any other
business office cutting down its sur-
plus, said Alexander.

Fields Preems Pla-Mor
With a Mighty $1,300

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Sept. 17.—Shep
Flelds’ ripplin’ rhythm proved a mighty
lure to Kansas City dancers Friday night
when Will H. Wittlg unshuttered the Pla-
Mor Ballroom for a new season. Disre-
garding the fact that the thermometer
stood at 09 degrees a few hours before
Fields’ men took the stand, about 1,500
terpsters jammed the dance floor to the
tune of $1,300, with ducats peddling for
81 each at the gate and 80 cents in ad-
vance.

Size of the crowd was amazing, even
to Wittig, who offered no air-conditioning
in his ornate palace. Redecorated at a
cost of $10,000 in August, the Pla-Mor
now stands as the most beautiful ball-
room west of Chicago. Orrin Tucker
comes next, with Casa Loma, holder of
Pla-Mor record, skedded for an October
date.

PHIL SPITALNY drew 21,000 admissions
for two concerts last Sunday at thg Read-
ing (Pa.) Fair. Showers failed to hold
down the crowd and attendance was con-
sidered good by fair officials.

Got a Date With an
Autograph Hound

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—One-half of
the south side of 45th street was
treated to a grand laugh last week
after Hal Kemp's radio commercial
at CB3's Playhouse No. 1. When the
maestro appeared cn tne sfreet after
the show he was deluged with the
usual horde of autograph fiends, who
enveloped him In a tight circle and
thrust all sorts of writing material
under his nose.

Suddenly a boy (genus homo:
the Dead End kids) broke out of the
mob and ran up the block shouting,
“Hey! Hal Kemp! Come and get it!”

Berigan’s Corrigan
Act Gives Hutton 7

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., Sept. 17.—One
of the biggest mix-ups in memory oc-
curred here last Sunday at the munici-
pally owned Pleasure Beach Ballroom,
where Bunny Berigan was booked to play
the closing dance of the season. Berigan,
giving a Corrigan twist to the directions,
went up to Lake Compounce Ballroom,
Bristol, Conn., instead. Bunny’s boys
got there early, set up their instruments
and were gall ready to play when in
walked Gene Krupa, who had been
booked there. Hurried explanations fol-
lowed, with Krupa staying and Berigan’s
crew quickly packing and hileing them-
selves to Bridgeport, arriving several
hours behind the scheduled time.

Meanwhile Pleasure Beach Ballroom
turned out the lights. And those who
didn't return home disgusted went over
to the Ritz Ballrcom, where Ina Ray
Hutton was holding forth. Intake was
helped considerably by Berigan’s blow-
up, Ritz getting 1,000 dancers for a 8700
gate. Falr sex shelled out 65 cents for
ducats while males pald six bits across
the board.

Kyser an Idora Park Idol
With 37C for Last Night

YOUNGSTOWN, O., Sept. 17.—Follow=-
ing his Michigan State Falr stand, Kay
Kyser stopped off here Monday (12) on
his way back to New York to make the
season’s closing at Idora Park a memo-
rable night.

Gliving Tony Cavaller’s Mansion one of
the best money nights in years, 3,700
dancers packed the pavilion at $1 per
to make a $3,7700 take, Cavalier said
the advance rush for ducats was unprec-
edented and that the crowd en masse
was plenty pleased with the Kyser at-
traction.

3C for Canada’s Trianon

REGINA, Sask., Sept. 17—Take of
$300 was realized at Trianon Ballroom
last Monday when Harold Green and his
Royal Alexandrians, 12-plece Winnipeg
combo, played a solo stand to a crowd of
400 dancers. Ducats retalled at six bits
for gents and 50 cents for fems.

Bands Strike It Rich at Detroit
Fair; Draw 200,000 in 16 Days

DETROIT, Sept. 17.—While band at-
tractions at other fairs and expositions
have been drawing middlin’ to good, the
Michigan State Fair here struck it rich
with the name rhythmasters. Rudy
Vallee, Benny Goodman, Buddy Rogers,
Guy Lombardo and Kay Kyser played
to a total of 204,189 people In 16 days
at the Coliseum on the falrgrounds, start-
ing August 27, with the wind-up last
Sunday (11).

Playing the Labor Day week-end, two
biggest falr days during his four-day
stand, Guy Lombardo proved the top
attraction. Playing 11 dance and show
sessions in four days, Lombardo hit an
attendance figure of 69,245, averaging
8,204 for each show or dance and a dally
attendance average of 17,311. Lombardo’s
draw was surprising in view of the fact
that he hit a low score last winter for
the local Fox Theater, turning in the
second lowest draw of the season for
the house. But there’s no denying
his popularity in this territory now.

Kay Kyser, giving 10 performances in
four days, winding up the falr, pulled
in 47,843 admissions, averaging 11,961

daily and 4,784 for each show.

Rudy Vallee, initial attraction, playing
eight shows and dances In three days,
drew 33,300 admissions for a daily aver-
age of 11,100 and 4,163 per show. He was
followed by Benny Goodman, who played
seven shows in three days to 35,324 ad-
missions, averaging 5,046 per show and
a dally average of 11,775 admlssions.

Buddy Rogers, preceding Lombardo for
two days, turned in five shows with
18,177 in attendance-—on an average
basis, 9,089 daily and 3,635 per show.

Bands, booked in by Music Corp. of
America, were able to bring into the
Coliseum an average of about two out
of every seven persons attending the
falr. Total attendance at the fairgrounds
was '728,947.

Coliseum has a 10,000 capacity and
ducats peddled at two bits, in addition
to the 25-cent charge at the fairground
turnstiles. Total take on the band at-
tractions, which were supplemented by
Morton Downey, Bobby Breen, Charlie
McCartiy, Frances Langford and Joe
Cook, hit over $50.600 and made it prof-
itable for all concerned.

-

NY Confab Set

For Pie-Music

Movie men meet AFM in
N. Y. to return music to
pits—Weber maps no plan

@

" NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Change in
plans revealed by Joe Weber, American
Federation of Musiclans prez, has the
impending confabs between the union’s
executive board and representatives of
the motion picture producing companies
set for discussion here and not on the
West Coast as had been planned. Date of
the initial conference is October 20.

What will be the final result of the
unlon’s endeavor to get musiclans back
into the pits of the movie houses owned
or operated by the film moguls is pure-
ly a matter of conjecture until the
actual discussion stage is reached, Weber
sald. AFM would like to Increase sub-
stantially the number of its members
employed Iin picture theaters, deploring
the fact that of the 22,000 men in pit
bands before the era of sound pictures,
only 5,000 have house jobs now.

While negotiations to bring musicians
back into radio stations are going along
smoothly, Weber anticipates much harder
sledding on the film house situation.
Altho he has certain ldeas formulated
as to how to handle the matter, he
prefers to await the developments of the
opening discussions before setting his
mind firmly on any one course. Federa-
tion feels one solution of the problem
could be found in the abolition of the
dual-bill policy, replacing one bad pic-
ture with flesh acts which require the
services of a pit band. Elimination of
block booking might also result in in-
creased theater employment, since the
union feels bad box-office returns are
traceable to this evil.

Weber has hopes that the situation
may be stralghtened out by the end of
October, and if it is, he intends to go
to the Coast for a well-earned two or
three-week vacation. But he added that
there is a very big “if” standing in the
way of thoughts like that at the moment.

Guy’s Duo a Fair 88C; PW
Solo Only 15C at N. Y. Fair

SYRACUSE, N. Y. Sept. 17. — Guy
Lombardo proved the best drawing card
at the New York State Fair here for his
double days last Friday and Saturday.
With poor publicity keeping the ball-
room, accommodating 10,000 dancers,
more than half empty all week, Lom-
bardo drew 3,700 at $1 per for $3,700 on
Friday night and 5,100 at the same scale
for $5,100 the following eve. Considered
good in the light of previous attractions
but still below expectations.

Paul Whiteman on Thursday, with
stormy weather playing havoc with the
turnstiles, pulled thru a meager 1,500
at 81 for $1,500. The first three danc-
ing days of the week had Tommy Dorsey
with a skimpy 86,800 for four dances.
Dorsey played a matinee on Monday.

Kemp Pulls Heavy Dough

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Hal XKemp did
well on four single dates after leaving
the Astor Roof here. September 7, at
Roanoke (Va.) Auditorium, Kemp played
to 1,800 people for a private dance spon-
sored by the Junior Women’s League.
Admish was $1.25 in advance, $1.50 at the
door, with the gross over $2,500. Next
day he drew 4,792 admissions to gross
another $2,500 at the National Theater,
Greensboro, N. C. September 9 saw
10,000 persons paying over $8,250 to
hear the band at South Boston’s (Va.)
National Tobacco Festival. Ducats were
priced at $1.65 a couple. Last date, 10th,
playing Ray Hartenstein’s Sunnybrook
ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., Kemp attracted
2,600 dancers at $1.10 a head, with the
band taking as its share $1,570.

Krupa’s 18C for Compounce

BRISTOL, Conn., Sept. 17.—Gene
Krupa banged a mighty drum for Man-
ager Jullan Norton at Lake Compounce
Ballroom last Sunday. At a buck per
about 1,800 dancers turned in $1,800 at
the gate to give both the band and ball-
room plenty gravy.
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Irving Berlin in
England To Settle
Feldman Song Row

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—There Is a pos-
sibllity that the release of the 20th
Century-Fox picture, Alerander's Rag-
time Bamd, may be held up in England
due to a dispute over the British rights
to some of the Irving Berlin songs used
in the fim. Legal action has been threat-
ened by Bert Feldman, London music
publisher, who claims he owns the
English rights to several of the older
Berlin tunes incorporated in the movie
and that under Great Britain’s contract
laws he is entitled to a share of the
profits accruing from the distribution
in England of the film.

The point on which the claim is based
is one peculiar to England and not in
effect in this country. Mechanical rights
to a song here mean only recordings,
electrical transcriptions, piano rolls, etc.,
but in Great Britaln those rights include
also synchronization. Feldman feels that
his case is justified due to this particu-
lar clause in his contracts on the Ber-
liniana synchronized in the picture,

Berlin; Saul Bornstein, his partner in
Irving Berlin, Inc., and Francis Gilbert,
his attorney, sailed for London last week
to attempt to straighten out the situa-
tion. They will base their contention
that Feldman has no claim on the mu-
slc used in the film on the fact that
rights to all the songs were obtained
years ago by the Berlin company from
the original publishers. It is expected
that an amicable deal can be worked out
with Feldman.

This i3 not the first instance of trouble
arising from rights distributed in other
countries. Several other muslc pubs,
notably E. B, Marks, with extensive cat-
alogs hzre and abroad have run Iinto
difficulties due to peculiar clauses in
foreign contracts.

TWO TOP-NOTCH attractions hit
Omaha at almost the same time. Horace
Heidt plays Orpheum Theater the Sep-
tember 23 week. and Rudy Vallee comes
in the Z6th for 4 solo stand at the Coli-
seum, dance sponsored by Ak-Sar-Ben,
Nebraska booster org.

Turn On the Heat

ROME, Ga., Scpt. 17.—Band leaders
at times are called upon to be cmsees,
comedians, professional handshakers,
hosts and what have you, but Jack
Wardlaw, playing at the Ccosa Coun-
try Clab here, adds the occupation
of fire fighter to his other duties.
Wardlaw carries a one-quart super
FPyr-Fyter extinguisher amcng his
effects, and when someone announced
that one of the club’s pacrons’ cars
was on fire during a recent dance
the super F-F weont intc action,
wielded by Maestro Wardlaw.

Wonder if Jack ever applies his
trusty gadget when his muslc gets -
too hot.

Mighty Rose Cleffs Again

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Bllly Rose has
taken time out from his duties as oper-
ator of Broadway's Casa Manana and as
producer of the forthcoming spectacle,
The Voice of America, at the World's
Fair, to collaborate with Walter Donald-
son on a pair of new sonzis, Rainbow
Round the Moon and A Miliion Reasons
Why. Witmark will attend to the pub-
lishing. This is Rose’s first song-writing
endeavor in two years, his last lyric
scribbling having been The Night Is
Young and You’re So Beautiful, which
was penned for the score of his night
club show at the Fort Worth, Tex.,
Exposition.

Ellington’s Ode to Bix

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Duke Ellington
and Rex Stewart have written a song
called Young Man With a Horn, inspired
by the title of Dorothy Baker's book on
the life of Bix Beiderbecke. Exclusive
Music has the song, which gives them a
jump on the song title over the film
factories. Benny Goodman, incidentally,
has been mentioned for the title role in
the movie.

BANKING ON THE DRAW of name
bands to bolster a season slow in start-
mg thruout the city, Joe Becker booked
Vincent Lopez and Jimmy Dorsey for
solo stands at his Lincoln Terrace, Pitts-
burgh.

Trouble Anticipated by ASCAP
On Membership Renewal Pacts

Forms mailed to pubs cover a 10-year period—board
meets to iron out publishers’ protests——Robbins against

extension in present form

]
NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—It may not be all smooth sailing for American Ecciety
of Composers, Authors and Publishers in its endeavor to have all renewals of pub-

lisher and writer memberships in by the end of the year.

Current agreements

run to December 31, 1939, but ASCAP directorate would like to have all member-
ship extension commitments signed. sealed and out of the way so that it can de-
vote its time to renewing contracts with the broadcasting stations, expirirg at

the same time.

Tunesmiths To Aid Motion
Pictures’ Greatest Year

HOLLYWOOD, Sept. 17—The cinema
songsmiths are being called upon to do
their part In the tremendous campaign
to prove to the public that “motion pic-
tuers are your greatest entertainment.”
Ralph Freed and Burton Lane have been
assigned by Boris Morros, Paramount
music head, to write the lyrics and tune
for a song to plug “going to the movies.”

And at Metro-Goldwya-Mayver, Nat Fin-
ston, in charge of the studio’s music
department, is appointing either Edward
ward or David Snell, staff composers
and arrangers, to do an original score
for the all-industry short subject, The
world Is Yours, an integral part of the
drive,

London’s Tin Pan Alley

LONDON, Sept. 17—Irwin Dash, Eng-
1lish music pub, Is paving the way for
what may become the British Tin Pan
Alley by moving his offices to a section
of this city already identified as the
home of standard music houses. Dash
{s of the opinion that other music firms
will follow his lead and that New York's
famed Alley will have a reproduction
here., The new Dash offices get ., an offi~
cial house-warming September 22,

New membership pact would run for a 10-year period, ta 1950,

which is an innovation on which there
may be trouble. Previous contract terms
have always been for five years, and al-
ready thiere are publisher mutterings
protesting against the lengthened period.

ASCAP board of directors meets Sep-
tember 29 to consider the voiced ob-
jections. John G. Paine, ASCAP general
manager, said that hundreds of forms
have been returned duly signec, and
that, while no formal refusal has been
forthecoming thus far, instances are
anticipated. He added, however, that
such protests are usual and occur each
time re-signing comes up, and that the
society expects no hitches in retaining its
entire membership.

One squawk which seems at tke mo-
ment to be more serious than the society
anticipates comes from Jack Robbins.
Altho he himself would make no state-
ment, his attorney, Julian T. Abeles, was
quite definite in his stand that the Rob-
bins music firms (Robbins, Feist and
Miller) would enter into no exiension
agreement with ASCAP unless certain
conditions pertaining to classification
and availability were given Robbkias by
the society, and in writing. Further-
more, Abecles stated that his client vould
under no circumstances sign a l@-year
contract.

Balking of Robbins seems to bezr out
the idea that he is believed to havz had
in the back of his mind for som:= time.
It is no secret that he has resenied the
higher ratings in ASCAP of firrmas like
Berlin, Harms and others. It is pcssible
(Sce TROUBLE ANTICIPATED pege 14)
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ADVERTISE IN THE BILLBOARD —
YOU'LL BE SATISFIED WITH
RESULTS

OI’CII estra Notes

By M. H. ORODENKER

Broadway Bandstand

IDWEEK swing sessions are in the

offing for CBS listeners in the
keeping of BUNNY BERIGAN . . . air-
ing will be a pick-up from Roseland
Ballroom, where Bunny becomes the
perennial Wednesday night attraction
starting October 6 . . . while it marks
another milestone in the march of
swing, Local 802 takes time out to re-
mind its membership that “it is a viola-
tion for members to sit in on jam ses-
sions of any kind. Members found doing
same will be severely dealt with” ., ., .
some fun when they start bootlegging
the barrelhousing . . wonder if TED
LEWIS, sharing the spotlight with James
Barton, knows that the Tobacco Road
Thespian is on the 802 Unfair List . . .
Barton has continually ignored the
union’s attempts to unionize his nitery
at New Hyde Park, L. L MOE
GALE had a one-day career as personal
manager for STUFF SMITH .
planned to build a big band for Stuff
and set him up at the Savoy Ballroom,
but money differences made it no go
. . . CHARLIE GREEN, CRA prez, visit-
ing the branch offices, while MICKEY

KATZ, of the Cleveland office, goes
Gotham-gazing here.

* L L *

Dixie Doings

OB SANDERS, fleld sales exec for

CRA, grabbed off Olmus Club, San
Antonio . . . has FLETCHER HENDER-
SON for October 28-29; CARL DEACON
MOORE taking in a two-weeker starting
December 2, and RITA RIO on the fol-
low for a monther . . . FREDDY GOOD-
MAN locates for a fortnight, with the
customary options, at Club Rendezvous,
Raleigh, N. C. . . . LITTLE JACK LIT-

TLE locates at Hotel Roosevelt, New -

Orleans Atlanta Biltmore Hotel
brings in LOU BLAKE, starting October
7 . . . after an absence of an annum
JACK WARDLAW returns to Jefferson
Hotel, Columbia, 8. C, and then jumps
to Macon, Ga., for the November month
at Dempsey Hotel.

California Clippings

ROGER PRYOR vacationing with his
wife, Ann Sothern, before rejoining his
band in New York October 6 for the
Hotel Roosevelt stand ., . ORRIN
TUCKER powints toward San Francisco
on his touring, winding up mid-Novem-
ber for the Mark Hopkins Hotel location
. . . SKINNAY ENNIS then returns to
Victor Hugo’s, Beverly Hills, where
GRIFF WILLIAMS holds forth . . .

PERSONAL MANAGEMENT:
GUS C. EDWARDS

DEAN HUDSON

AND HIS
Florida Clubmen

from the fashionable

BEVERLY HILLS
COUNTRY CLUB

NEWPORT,

VICTOR-BLUEBIRD RECORDING
ARTISTS

COAST TO COAST

SUNDAY: 12:00—12:30 A.M. WSAI and Red
NBC Midnight.
MONDAY: 10:30—10:45 P.M. WSAL
10:45—11:00 P.M. WLW,
TUESDAY: 10:00—10:30 P.M. WLW,
WEDNESDAY: 11:30—12:00 Midnight. WLW.
THURSDAY: 11:00—11:30 P.M. WSAI and
Red NBC.
FRIDAY: 12:15—12:30 AM. WLW,
12:30-~=12:45 AM. WSAIL,
SATURDAY: 11:15-=11:30 P.M. WLW.
11:30-=11:45 P.M. WSAL

First National Bank Bldg., Chicago, Ill.

ANSON WEEKS locates this week at
Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, LEO REIS-
MAN bowing out . . . deal finally set
for RUDY VALLEE to follow November
20 for a six-weeker . ., ., FAITH CARL-
TON, fronting a new ork, 14 Men of
Rhythm, slated to play a string of solo
stands starting at Stockton and con-
tinuing up the Coast into Canada . . .
BLUE STONE (back east it was Harry
Bluestone) unshutters Hollywood’s La
Conga JAN GARBER due next
month at MGM lots for a sequence in
the Ice Carnival flicker . . . BEN POL-
LACK plays the music for preem of the
new m:llion-buck dog track at Culver
City.

On a Western Wing

After almost & year on the road
ARTIE SHAW settles down for a three-
weeker at Chase Hotel, St. Louls, starting
the 30th . . JACK CRAWFORD fort-
nights mid - November at Schroeder
Hotel, Milwaukee . . . after his current

run at Chicago’s Trianon BERNIE
CUMMINS lingers in the Loop, opening
October 12 at Bismarck Hotel . . . CRA

grahs off the two hotel locations in
St. Paul, MARVIN FREDERICK opening
the 22d at St. Paul Hotel and BILLY
SWANSON a week later at the Lowry

. . BOB CLAYTON back in Cincy
atter a fortnight fling at one-night
time . . JOAQUIN GILL opens this
week at Biltmore Hotel, Dayton, O. .
DREXEL LAMB locates at Club Ledo.
Jackson, Mich., for the fourth consecu-
tive year.

Cocktail Combos

ACK XKURTZE'S Three Rollickers
strolling at Hotel Bennett, Bingham-
ton . . and in same New York town
E. R. McINNIS has BUDDY RUSSELL
opening October 8 at his Community
Coffee Shop. . . . THE CAMPBELLS lo-
cate at John H. Essl's Empire Grill, La
Salle, NI1. . . . Hotel McAlpin, New
York, reopens the Red Room this week
and returns for the third year guitarists
August Gonzales and George Menen.
ROSS PIERCE has his stroll combo at
Hotel Gibson’s Keyhole Bar, Cincinnati.
. . . THREE SHADES OF BLUE show at
Skyrocket Club, Chicago. . . SHAN-
BURGER DUO strut their stuff at Zer-
now’s Cafe, Evansville, Ind. . . . FOUR
ACES at Abraham Lincolr Hotel, Spring-
field, Ill, and FOUR ARISTOCRATS at
8t. Nicholas Hotel, Decatur, IIl. . . .
COSMOPOLITAN TRIO tootle at Lion's
Cockteil Lounge, La Fayette, Ind, and
BARKERS TRIO at Fontenellse Hotel,
Omaha.

Notes. Off the Cuff

MITCHELL AYRES bows out of Vil
lage Barn before time, closing October
17 to make way for CARL DEACON
MOORE, the first New York stand for
this hillbilly harmonist. . R-O'K
takes over BILLY BAER and sets the
band for a vaude tour with a unit
headed by Wayne Morris and Johnny
(Scat) Davis. . . PAUL WHITEMAN
finally catches up with New York’'s
house of bands, Paramount Theater,
slated for a Thanksgiving Day opening.
. . . SKINNAY ENNIS joins the Blue-
bird recording label, while BOB SYL-
VESTER, now an MCA band, gets the
Brunswick billing . . . and we we send
our cuffs to the cleaners.

Shakespeare in the
‘Morgan Manner

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—~The desire
to venture into Zfields of endeavor
other than those in which a man has
made his success is as old as human
nature, and band leaders are no ex-
ception. Russ Morgan, who plays his
first location job in some time when
he cpens the fall season at the Para-
dise here, is one of those bitten by
the Thespianic bug, and he refused to
take his new engagement unless he
were given lines in the script of the
cabaret's stage show.

Morgan isn’t the first batoneer to
woo the muse of Thespis either.
Fred Waring took a flyer on the
cowbarn circuit this summer, and so
did Ben Bernie, who is almost as
well known for his comedy as for his
music, Winchell to the contrary. And
Phil Harris, Ray Noble and others
have had to be as adept at reading
ltnes on radio shows as they are at
wielding the stick.

Opposish Among Lincoln
Ops for College Crowds

LINCOLN, Neb., Sept. 17. -~ Ballroom
business here promises to be rough this
season, with a sample being the booking
of Jimmy Dorsey at King’s and Joe
Sanders at Turnpike Casino on the same
night, October 7. Salvation on that date
will be the first home football game for
the University of Nebraska the next day,
which always brings on the holiday spirit.

R. H. Pauley’s Turnpike swung into the
fall schedule Thursday (15) with Phil
Harris and Cecil Golly for this week-end.
Plan is to have names on Fridays with a
moderate-priced one for the two week-end
nights.

Names for Philly Hotels

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 17.—An about.
face over its previous policy of strictly
home talent, Benjamin Franklin Hotel is
depending on name bands for this sea-
son’s drawing. Ozzie Nelson {s men-
tioned as {he starter, with the possibility
of Tommy Dorsey for the winter fol-
low-up.

Arcadia-International calls on Xavier
Cugat to take over after a fortnight with
localite Clem Williams.

Adelphia Hotel has Allen Fielding as
first of the traveling bands to be used
this season. It's a home-coming for
Fielding, who batoned the pit crew at
the local Troc burly palace not so long
ago.

The ultraswank Warwick Hotel returns
dancing with dining, using a local comho
for the starter.

Also a strong possibility that Jack
Lynch will bring in band-stand names
for his ace nitery atop the Hotel Walton.

Waller’s European Waxings

LONDON, Sept. 17.—~Winding up his
British tour, Fats Waller put in a record-
ing session at the Victor studios here
before embarking for Scandinavia, where
he plays for & fortnight, and then goes
to Holland for a single week before re-
turning to the States. Waller cut four
solo piano sides, A-Tisket A-Tasket, Flat
Foot Floogee; Music, Maestro, Please, and
an original. With a British band back-
ing, Fats played the organ for Ain’t
Misbehavin’ and Don’t Try Your Jive on
Me. Also played the piano as accompani-
ment for recordings made by Adelaide
Hall, American sepia songstress who has
been over here for many years.

wax. No dust, no gum, no grit.
Floors. Cleans as it polishes!
beautiful Trianon Ballroom, Cleveland, O.

5 LB. DRUM ...... 32¢ LB.
10 « it swisesd0e
25 i, ..28¢c “
50 “ s cdvmmdBe

F. 0. B. FACTORY
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Music Hath But $8
Worth of Charms

NEVW ORLEANS, Sept. 17.—A very
interesting point has been brought
up in the course of a suit involving
880, Frofessor Harry Mendelson, the
Dryadas Street Marching Organiza-
tion and Johnny Repack’s Band. The
point is this: How bad is a band be-
fore it is lousy? Another salient item
also unearthed revolves around the
question of a barrel slat being an
adequate substitute for a drum stick.

The controversy, up before Judge
William Seeder in a local court, has
to do with $80 owed Mendelson for
music furnished by Repack at the
Jast Mardl Gras day. The professor
claims he was promised $88 but re-
ceived only 88, with the defense in-
sisting that cven that was too much.
Insists further that the sounds pro-
duced by the band were cacophonous
in the extreme and that the drum-
mer used a barrel slat with a rag
wrapped around it. Mendelson ad-
mitted the Iatter point but chal-
lenged the judge to tell the differ-
ence. )

Court ordered the boys to demon-
strate their art before him a week
hence, and there it was left for the
time being, with Repack promising to
give the bench a killer-diller.

Philly Union Ends 6-Month
Broadwood Hotel Impasse

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 17.—The six-
month strike called by the Musicians’
Union, Local 77, against the Center City
Broadwood Hotel was settled yesterday.

Altho terms of the settlement were not
made public, {t was understood that J.
C. Dobbins. prez of the hotel company,
agreed to bar the hiring of non-union
bands at private functions held at the
hotel.

Broadwood previous to the disagree-
ment was the center of virtually all
trade-union functions and was picketed
by musicians when Dobbins refused to
abide by his contract to keep out non-
union bands from playing at the affairs.

MPPA-SPA Planning
New Royalty Pacts

NEW YORK, Sept. 17.—Attempt is be-
ing made to effect a reconciliation between
Music Publishers’ Protectivs Assoclation
and Songwriters’ Proteclive Association
with the intention of estabilishing a new
standard royalty contract for songwriters,
This is the first serlous endeavor on the
part of the organizations tc get together
on a basic agreement since the abolition
of the old standard contract in June,
1937.

Walter Douglas, MPPA chairman, said
plans are under way to br.ng about an
agreement but have been held up tem-
porarily by the departure for Europe of
Francis Gllbert, MPPA attorney. Douglas
sald, however, that there is a possiblity
that his org may go alkead without
Gilbert,

Only other previous attempt to come
to an understanding on a revised royalty
contract met with disaster. resulting in
a lawsuit with SPA making a plea in
New York Supreme Court for the ad-
judication of the terms of the old stand-
ard pact and its right to administer the
mechanical rights pertaining to its mem-
bers’ compositions. Complaint was dis-
missed on the motion of Mills Music,
the defendant, but SPA was granted per-
mission to file an amended petition.

Frederick Bros. Cash In
On Calls for Sweet Orks

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Sept. 17.—An as-
serted tendency on part of ballroom
operators to call for “sweet” bands has
put Frederick Bros.”’ Music Corp. ahead
in its advance bookings for the autumn
season. The demand for swing bands is
on the wane, agency officlals sald. And
inasmuch as the office handles few
strictly jive combos, that observation is
plenty pleasant for it.

Frederick Bros. added Dick (Hot-Cha)
Gardner to their band rostzr, formerly a
Rockwell-O’Keefe band. Gardner is at
The Willows. Pittsburgh. Office has
Lawrence Welk opening in the same
town next month at William Penn Hotel.

Sweet Dreams, Toodle-oo
And a Pleasant Z-Z-z-z!

KANSAS CITY, Mo, Sept. 17.—
“Enough {s enough,” shouted Mayor
Bryce B. Smith the other morning as
he stepped from a transcontinental
airliner arriving at the Kansas City
airport. “I couldn’t read, I couldn’t
sleep and I couldn't rest. Some guy
across the aisle snored so Ioudly none
of us could concentrate on anything.”

The “guy across the alsle’” turned
out to be Ben Bernie, on his way to
Los Angeles. Bernie slept thru a 40-
minute stopover at the airport here
without a break.

Aud at Glendale To
Cut Pasadena Dances

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 17.—After watch-
ing the success of the Pasadena Civic
Auditorium dances Glendale, just out-
side Los Angeles, has decided to open
its own spot In direct competition with
the sister suburb. Glendale, not to be
outdone, has staked a reported million
bucks in its new civic auditorium and
announces it will feature “name” bands,
operating much on the same scale as the
Pasadena spot. Ben Pollock has been
slated to preem the new dance palace,
followed by the perennial Gus Arnheim,
who has come out of retirement once
more. Both deals set by Reg Marshall,
of R-O'K.

Admission price not set as yet, but
since Paszdena Civic has a two-bit
scale, Glendale spot will probably not
try to top that.

Les Brown Gets Inec.

ALBANY, N. Y., Sept. 17+-Les Brown,
Inc., was authorized by the secretary of
state this week to engage in the busi-
ness of furnishing orchestras and bands.
Organization has a capital of 100 shares
of stock, three of which has been sub-
scribed. Promoters and directors listed
as Nat Debin, Muriel Sieger and Les
Brown, all of New York City. Les Brown
returns to orkdom next month, preem-
ing his new band at Hotel Edison, New
‘York,

To Flicker Cat Howls
At Jitterbug Jamboree

HOLLYWOOD, Sept. 17.—Jitzerbug
Jambhoree backers necame slight.y con-
fused in their dates and held rival swing
sessions on the same day Jaxboree,
backed by the American Legion, fzatur-
ing Ken Baker’s Band, drew arourd 200
for the mat, with somewhere around
3,000 for the night stanza. At the
Hollywood American Legion Stad'um a
privately backed session headlining Vido
Musso did 4,000 for the mat and drew
6,200, a capacity house, In the evening,
with a 55-cent top.

After much bally had been circalated
about the two “jamborees” it bescame
corifusing to the general public. It is
reported that one faction offersd to
“sell out” for $2,000 and call cff its
show.

With Jitterbug Jamborees sweeping
the country, there are at least two major
film companies working on stories based
around this idea. Omnec band reported for
top spot in the deal is Casa Loma.

Now It’s Tunesmithy Walsh

HOLLYWOOD, Sept. 17. — Victor
Schertzinger now has to give up his title
of moviedom's only director-songwriter.
Raoul Walsh, Paramount megaphoner,
has turned tunesmith and. with Matt
Malneck, contributed a number called
Let’'s Dream in the Moonlight. Dorothy
Lamour will warble the song ir Para’s
St. Louis Blues, which Walsh is dir:cting.
Whole thing came about when the direc-
tor boasted about his ability as a poet
when he was in his ’teens.

Kellem and Phillips Tie
For Philly Band Booking

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 17.—Mil: Kel-
lern, stick swisher here, has kecome
associated with the Tony Phillips book-
ing office in charge of the newly estab-
lished band department. Kellem-Fhillips
now handling Mickey Alpert, Rec Gresh,
Floyd Mills, Jimmie Littlefielc, Eddy
Morgan, Earl Denny, Mannle IaPorte,
Don Rinaldo, Jim Fettis, Victoz Hugo,
Doc Dougherty and Alex Bartha Also
taking dates for Jan Savitt,

HARRIET
HILLIARD MORRIS

and the entire cast (including my band) for stopping

“ Thank Ifou

WAYNE

[

[

every show at the

Personal

WILLIAM KENT

1776 Broa'dway. New York City

Management

where we were held over.”

wned()ZTE NELSON

P.S.: And to HARRY A. GOURFAIN

for his swell Production

Strand Theater, New York City

JOHNNY (Scat)
DAVIS
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The Reviewing Stand

Jackie Heller

(Reviewed at Continental Room, Stevens
Hotel, Chicago)

The dynamic, pint-sized singer, a
graduate of the Ben Bernie school during
his famed College Inn days, now has a
rhythmic 10-piece aggregation of his
own. While the instrumentation has
four saxes and three trumpets, music is
not of the blaring variety, and the boys
frequently come in with sweet tunes,
mellowed on the brass instruments.
Jackie's front is one of his outfit’s best
strongholds, pitching continually with
a zestful personality and a song delivery
that is equally punchy.

Band's library includes rumbas, tan-
gos, some waltzes arid plenty of swing-
eroos as well as the current pops. It is
danceable music and pleasing to the
ears. There 1s no distinct style, however,
outside of Jackie’s individual way of
batoning and carrying on in front of the
band stand.

Band has possibilities, particularly
where Jackie’s name amounts to some-
thing. Good one-nighter fiber, the boys
having the goods marketable among the
younger sets. In contrast to Jackie's
sock warbling is the ballad singing of
attractive Louanne Hogan, a young and
shapely decoration with "an all right
voice. Her dreamy canary work is quite
the thing for the cheek-to-cheek couples
who want to be alone in a crowd. An
assistant tenor, while Jackie is shaking
hands with the customers, is Arnie Cur-
vell, of the brass department.

Honigberg.

Tito and His Swingette
(Review.d at Hotel Lincoln, New York)

Until the big bands take over the
Blue Room stand here, Tito (Gui-
dotti) and his highly individualistic and
nifty sextet of swing-syncopators hold
down the fort alone. And they prove
plenty forte for the assignment, their
first dance call after weaning as guestars
on the airlanes. It was only a few years
ago that Tito was one of the musical
crack-pots who gave Milt Britton’s band
that zany zest. Now on his own, the
fiddle-bustin’ technique is all forgotten.
Instead he emerges as an ace among
modern accordionists. Paul Whiteman
has already cast his ballot in that direc-
tion and rightly.

Styled with three accordions, bass, gui-
tar and drums, music pivots around
Tito's masterful pushings. None of the
“blue Venetian” settings that are asso-
ciated with the accordion, especially with
a threesome. Nor the riotous and ribald
jJamming usually dished out by the
smallie combos—rather the slick and
smooth-sounding ensemble outpourings
in the manner moderne.

Arrangements, his own, go overboard
on the screwy stuff, but the improvising
packs a heavy melodic content. They
also dish out pop stuff sans the ultra-
embellishments. Get plenty color varia-
tion in all arrangements without making
it weary listening over a seven-course
dinner stretch. However, a greater va-
riety of tempos and the addition of a
singer would enhance the presentation.

In spite of the “swingtette” billing,
it’s not for jicterbug following; rather
for sippers and snackers in sedate salons
or cocktail lounges. Orodenker.

Ken Moyer

(Reviewed at Sni-a-Bar Gardens, Kansas
City, Mo.)

Ken Mcyer is the Oklahoma oil man
who prefers to front a dance band
rather than watch the take from his six
wells, He and his boys opened at this
swank outdoor nitery in June for four
weeks and are still hanging on.

Moyer’s music Js unusual. It's a
schhmaltz band of the first water with a
fiddle trio prominently spotted in all
arrangements, Three tenor saxes, two
trumpets and an orthodox rhythm sec-
tion complete the instrumentation. But
it has a style which finds its offerings
streng on  the danceable side with
Moyer's own alto sax, clarinet and melo-
phone solos prominently featured.

Featured singer, a youthful tenocr, is
Johnnie Randolph. He does his job well.
Chauncey Eley, Walter Witko and Jim-
my Hampton form a string section which
phrases well. Outdoors, under the stars
and gayly colored lanterns, those same
fiddles add up effectively in dishing out
the romantlc style for which Moyer is
becoming known.

The versatile Moyer appears as if he
likes his work and thus makes a pleasing
wand waver., Boys all dress elegantly
in white suits and present a better-than-
average appearance. Combo is better
guited for hotel and nitery work than
ballroom stands, but in the former fields
it appears destined for unusual success,
better than it has reaped to date. Addi-
tion of a comely gal singer would be a
emart move on Moyer’s part, inasmuch
as Randolph is worked too much and
the presence of a femme looker would
fit in neatly with the unit’s smooth style.

Dexter,

Bernie Cummins
( Reviewed at Trianon Ballroom, Chicago)

Here is a band that proves dance-
ability is by far the best bet for steady
employment. Since Cummins tossed
in the towel on a professional boxing
career In 1923 he and his note-
senders have had a steady hold on the
money groove with nary a layoff in all
that time. And it's all been the class
spots calling for Cummins, who started
as a skin-beater before they slanged the
drums that way.

It’s the dance stuff expounded by his
band which lifts it into the stellar class.
Set-up includes four reeds, three brass,
four rhythm and a single fiddle to round
it out. Bass doubles on tuba and one
of the saxers takes to accordion pushing
for occasional bars.

Boys work out in a good solid fashion
with, smooth rhythm, which according
to Jitterbug standards is strictly on the
corn side and not In a swing groove.
Still it is good music regardless of the
school it belongs to and is thoroly
adaptable to the pop libraries. However,
band should lay off the blues numbers
or put ’em in the slower tempo required

Cheet-Music Leaders

(For Week Ending September 17)

Sales of music by the Maurice
Richmond Music Corp., Inc., are not
included, due to the exclusive selling
agreement with a number of pub-
lishers. Acknowledgment is made to
Mayer Music Corp., Music Sales Corp.
and Ashley Music Supply Co., of New
York; Lyon & Healy; Carl Fischer,
Inc.; Gamble Hinged Music Co. and
Western Book and Stationery Co., of

Chicago.
Position
Tast Wk, This Wk,

2 1. Alexander's Ragtime Band

3 2. I've Got a Pocketful of
Dreams

1 3. A-Tisket A-Tasket

6 4. When Mother Nature Sings
Her Lullaby

4 5. New It Can Be Told

9 6. So Help Me

13 7. I've Cot a Date With a Dream

7 8. You Co to My Head

5 9. Music, Maestro, Please

10 10. Change Partners

11 11. There’s a Faraway Look in
Your Eyes

8 12, I'm Conna Lock My Heart

12 13. Small Fry

14 14, Stop Beatin’ Round the Mul-
berry Bush

15 15. What Goes On Here?

Oﬁ tluz Recorc[s

By M. H. ORODENKER
Tick Tock Rhythm

NEWCOMER to the Bluebird listings

is the “tick tock rhythm” of GRAY
GORDON, that identifying rhythm really
with reservations. The thumping of
gourds in the best Shep Fields manner
accounts for the tick tock effect. Fur-
ther, the rippling macstro contributes
the gliss of the viol, the trombone wah-
wahs in the manner of Russ Morgan and
the brass and reed sections are styled
to suit Hal Kemp. Withal, Gordon’s
music-making is on the favorable side,
quite smooth and sugary. And for all
its iack of originality, quite danceable
and listenable. Preem platters are You're
the Very Last Word in Love, When a
Prince of a Fella Meets a Cinderella, Ten
Pins in the Sky and the novelty, When
the Circus Came to Town.

(See OFF THE RECORD on page 85)

to bring 'em out right. Sax section cops
the blue ribbon, working with precision
and perfect tone.

Ccnnie Barleau adds a sparkle to the
showmanship side with her easy delivery,
manner and well-rounded, dusky vocal-
izing. Bernie's frere, Walter, leaves his
guitar pickings for frequent pipings into
the p.-a. system and his personality
eclipses some otherwise mediocre yodel-
ing.

Appearance of this aggregation is on
the plus side. Lads work hard and are
enthusiastic. And this probably explains
why five of them just finished 11 years
with the maestro. Cummins himself is
not too taken up with his baton work,
and his friendly exhibitionism seems to
please the hoofers. Humphrey.

Music Jtems

Berlin’s “Bowery”

Sequel for “Alex”

OLE PORTER has added a new nums=

ber to his score for the Shubert
musical, You Never Know, due at the
Winter Garden, New York, September
21, New song is What Is That Tune?,
written for Libby Holman’s use in the
show. . . Shapiro, Bernstein’s suit
against Fred Fisher and Al Bryan, writers
of the 1910 hit, Come, Josephine, in My
Flying Machine, started in court last
week, with the publisher endeavoring
to get a declaratory judgment determin-
ing the copyright renewal rights on
the song. Controversy brings up once
more the point of whether the com-
posers of a song written while in the
employ of a publisher are entitled to
copyright ownership of the song at the
expiration of the 28-year period. . . .
Irving Berlin is plann<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>