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FCC can only hope for the bhest,

Showbiz D.

By CASKIE STINMNETT

WASHINGTON, Mareh 18-~—Following calendur lists bills now in
Congressional hopper which will have elfect on showhiz:

CANNON-MILLS BILL—(S5til] awalting rule).

WHITE-WHEELER BILL—"Still under conslderation™ in
Interstate Commerce Commlttee, where It has been for several monkls,
Committea abtaches have been threatening to introduce the bill for two
weeks but so far It hasn't come to light.
is having a tough time recanciling all elements to the proposed changes
in the Communications Act of 1934, a job made difficult as a result of the
row now going on over FCC in the House., The bill is expected ol any

8. 1775 —~This measure introduced by Senator Holman of Oregon
provides for restoring property acquired for mllitary purpases to former
OUnder this legnl verbiage is the fact that the bill would
turn qver the hotels, when the army is thru with them, to elvilian
awners, who presumably would put them hack into operation replete
with dinlng rvooms, bars, niteries and cocktall lounges,
Commlttee on Military Affairs, which has plenty to do and isn't likely 1o
get around to this proposal any tlme soon,

HH, 4411—The iden behlnd this bill will appeal Lo pertormers
dropped from the army, as well as all others who wlll at some time be
It would exempl from the Individual income t(ax Income
yvears following an
Now in the House Ways and Means

INDEPENDENT OFFICES APPROPRIATION BILIL, This measurs,
which has a keenly prunsd appropriation for FOO, Is stlll in conference.

C. Hopper

Senate

Insiders elatm the commitice

Telferred to

individual's dis=

Petrillo-Diskers-WLB
Sparring as 10 Days Pass;

Recorders’ Smiles Missing

Next Step Is Labor Board’s

NEW YORK, March 20~—The 10 days
during whileh parties to the Pefrillo-
recording companies-WLEB dispute wers
permitted to flle comments (exceptlons
or confirmation) to the panel decision

F_ew Ad Agency

Summer Shows
Being Set Now

They’re Waiting Watchfully

NEW YORE, March 18.—Summer re-
pPlacement schedules are, with few ex-
ceptions, still in the cogituting =stage.
Strictly a case of plenty of thinking and
no declding. And, as might be expected,
the thinking In ench spot stleks to a

definite, and by now famliliar, pattern, .

thus maost of the ad agencies are watch-
ing each other, walting and wondering.
This in turn affects the summer pro-
eraming plans of the webs,

At CBS, they expect Kate Smith, Burns
and Allen, LuX, and Dinah Shore to fol-
low custom and fold for the summer.
Fred Allen may stick, as he started loate
in the zeason, Blg question marks are
the gurrent crop of shows, Jack Carson,
Groucho Marx, Reeders Digest, ete., Tor
which there i5 no vacatlon precedent,
However, CBS 18 well supplied with sus-
tainers which have been tested on the
late-evening hours., These will supply

" (See Agency Necks Kepl In on page 6)

on the case lapsed westerday. Several
requests came Into the board asking for
more time to file briefs, and 1t is ex-
pectetl that Iante objectlons (the re-
guests for mare btlme came (rom sources
known to have abjections to the panel
findlngs) will ba considered by the na-
tional board before conflrmetion or re-
considerntion of the case wlill be an-
nounced.

Offlelally, both Victor and Columhbla
are glum about their chances of record-
ing soon. Unofficlally, they arc sald
to have an ace In theo hole, planning
thru their network affilintion {0 con-
cenfrate on making oldies top faves
agiin so that they can re-lssue thou-
sands of platters which were waxed
during the years thnt disks didn't have
i large popular following, Net musical
authorities Teel they ean cut down the
airings of new pops fo such a degree
thnt the indies who have sigpned with
AFM 'won't get encugh alr plugs to
(See Petrilio-Diskers WLB on page 51)

K FOR LEGIT B.0.

Hot Weather Footlights Set

To Fill Main

Stem Houses;

Tax To Sock Weakies Only

Seasons Are Technicalities Now

By ROBERT FRANCIS

NEW YORK, March 18.—Another legit season swings into the home-
streteh, Soon comes April and the nine-old-men-on-the-aisle will get colds
in their heads and grow even more doublful as to the state of the drama.
Then they'll shake off the sniffles and settle down to the annual squabble
of deciding who wrote the best play and who played the best part. After
that the season can be assumed officially closed and headed for summer

doldrums. !
shuttering for Stem legit.
last year.

Taxes Making
Spring Tough
On Niteries

Summer Looks Okay

By PAUL ROSS

NEW YOREK, March 18 —Spring of 1044
is polng to -be tough for the night elub
business—tougher praobably than any
other apring since the dark years ol dee
pression,

Far revenue fo {lght o blg war—and
very likely because he thilnks thabt mayhe
people ought to be putbing thelr dough
into War Bonds Instead of bonded 11-
quor—Uncle Bam has slgpped a very
heavy tariff on nlght spots with enter-
talpment, dancing and music. Come
Aprll 1, 2 cents out of every dlime spent
in euch places will go Lo Uncle. That's
In addition to an extra tax hite on hard
lquor plus whatever local taxes there
exlat In this and that loeality,

AL thls wriling the industry is torn by
apprehenslon, eonfusion and, among
varlous Individuals, something approach-
Ing panle., And yet, ag Aprll Fool's Day
approaches, a feellng seems o be de-
veloping that by summer everything will
he okay-——al least as good as now, and
possibly betbtor.

First among the trade press to poing
out the dangers inherent in the new tax,
The Rillboard also has beon querying
many flgures In the Industry, both large

fSee OFPS BITE NAJLS on page 23)
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Howewver, there is no reason these days Lo expect hot weather
It did all right for itself during the off months
As of the end of last May, there were 24 houses lighted by 8
musicals, 11 comedies and b dramas.

A maonth later found the score re-
duced by only one, Musicals had galned
two and the dramns had lost three,
Comedies sluck to the previous count, By
the end of July the comedy coluinn had
dropped twa, hringing the totnl down to
21. But durlng August the musicals
clocked in an addltlonal starter and the
dramas reglstered two more. The 1943«
‘44 -senson started with o backlog of 23,
or only one less show than when the Dog
Days storted.

Weak Sisters Hir By Tax

There appears to be nearly every rea-
son to belleve that conditions will cer-
tninly be as good and probably better
this year, There ls of course, the ducat
tox hoost which may pub & conslderable
blte on groases after the flrst of the
month., Naturally, It will have some el-
fect on the weaker slsters and mey causn
B few blackouts, But with the gasollne
shortape contlnuing to finger barn thiea-
ter biz into the discord and the Stem
mabhed with show-hungry amusement
geakers with jingling pockets, 1t s more
than llkely that the b. o. won't fecl the
sting of the 20 per cent admish tarllf as
much as manogers antlcipate.

Currently there are 20 lncumbents on
(See SPRING OK FOR LEGIT on puge 21]

CSI Getting
Co-Operation on

Standard Acts

NEW YORK, March 18 —Camp Shows,
Ine., I8 having better uck with 1ts plich
for standnrd acts to go out on the Vie-
tory Bhow clreult.

According to George Deher, head man
of the Viectory wheel, seven standard acts
cither have glven definlte promlses to
tour the circult or are working on it al-
reidy. The pleture, says Debsr, has im-
proved so much that for the first time he
can afford to be “echeerfull about it.™

CSI staged a conference of agents last
month Iin an effort to obtaln the use of
standard turns far gervies shows, Altho
pledges were glven that such scty would
be forthcoming, only one performer—

Stan Kavansugh-—wns provided €SI two
weeks aiter the meeting.

Now, according to Deber, the following
mobs are headed CSI-wards: Avthur and
Morton Havel, Anne and Charles Howard,
Violet Carlson, Joey May and Marge
Green, Chester Fredericks, Dave Appol-
lon, and Lowe, Hlte and Htanley.

The agents glving him the most co-
operatlon, says Deber, are Jaock Davles,
Johnny Singer, Al Shelnken, Sol Shaplro,
Charles Allen, Mlles TIngalla, Leonard

Newman, Bddith Smith, Roger Murrell
and Ed Riley.
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Detroit and South Share
Need for New Showbiz
Facilities, Says OCR

WPB Expected to Okay New Building

DETROIT, Marelh 18.—0ne half of the
countiy’'s Immedinte demand for
pmusement facilities is crowded into the
Motor Clty arven, asccording to & study

- released by the Office of Civilian Require-

ments. 'The demand is the result of the
population migration to vital Industrial
centers, This is clearly evident from the
figures which show Detroit's suburbs
practlealiy outstripping all the rest of
the country combined. The significance
of the trend In future and immedlate
amusement expansion lies In the fack
that the OCR study shows Just where
the WPB is mora or less ready to allow
necessary priorities for construction to
afford ecrowded areas ndditlonal oppor-
tunities for recreation., The demand, in-
cidentally, 1s entirely in the suburbs—the
city of Detroit {tself is not even listed.

Centers in Ypsilanti

Center of concentration is in the im-
mediate nelghborhood of Ypesilanti, This
is the only location llsted in the eoun-
try as needing two theaters and two
bhowling establlshments, IG is also the
only community in the country to appear
on all five showbiz classes included in
the OOR survey. Reason for the Ypsi-
lanti lead is ity proximity to the Ford
Willow Run plant, Other Michlgan come-
munitles listed are prouped aroungdg the
olty in an almost solld ring from Lake
BErie to Leke 8%, Clair. All other amuses-
ment-hungry ecommunities are in the
South, thrua Oklahoma, Louislana and
Texas, where the construction of train-
ing camps, a8 well as sectional Industrial
growth, has brought & huge new, if tem-
porary, populatlon,

OCR Points Extreme Need Only

new.

indicativa of only the extreme cases of
amusement malnutrition caused by the
great population concentrations of the
war, the industrial migration to the De-
troit area, and the training enmps in the
Soutly,

Relatively small demand for new then-
ters In this section, in proportion to
other amusement types, is n result of
the wild scramble to bulld new thenters
with consequent overseating in suburban
nrens five years prior to the war. Skat-
ing rink operators have been unable to
keep up with the demand for new siub-
urban rinks, despite the erectlon of sev-
eral Just before the war., Centering of
national skating activities here, thm
RSROA headquarters, has undoubtedly
also helped to build up the relatively
Ilgh demand.

Post-War Drop Holds Back Spending

Future poasible prowth of amusement
facllities in Detrolt aren is affected by
two factors, . There is plenty of monoy
here looking for investment at present,
but the anticipation of considerable loss
of peopulation after the war holds the
coln spenders back. Operators of tems-
porary show facllities will continue to
glean & harvess in the local suburhs in
the next scason or so. Tor years ncarly

a dowen carnivals have spent March to
November playing local lots. Peortable
rink or ballraom oaperation hasg Deen
nearly unknown, however, Several ops
have been looking over locations lately
with the idea of pitching rinks and ball-
rooms In temworary guarters to collech
the lush dough that's walting around to

Concluslon 1s thoat the OCR's list is he spent.
OCR *“AMUSEMENT-NEED" FICURES

LOCATION Dance Theater Rink Bowling Pool
Buburbs of Detrolt .. vevvevvveivieaiesee B 8 i 4] 14
ther Michlgan Cltles ...veiie i iiiivnss s N s £ 1
PotRl, MICHIEATL +oevrerrvererenns i B 5 15 13
Southern States ,...iciveeieivninne, 16 it 20 4
Total for W B v isannaiiaieesvas 1Tl 24 12 a5 16

Four A’s Fight Treasury
Interim Ruling That Classes
Actors as Indie Contractors

NEW YOREK, March 18—A Four-A's
telegation will huddle with the chief
counsel and other officlals of the Treas-
ury Department in Washington next
Wednesday (22) regarding the Tecent
Bureau of Internal Revenue ruling that
performers are "Independent contractors”
E.ﬂd therefore not subject to withholding
h

The TMour-A conferces will inelude Paul
N. Turner for Equlty: George Heller for
the American Federation of Radio Art-
ists; Florence Masfon for the Screen
Actorg' Guild, and Matt Shelvey and
Dave Fox for the American Guild of Va-
rlety Artists.

The BIR rullng on which the Four-A
protest 1s to be made was handed down
February 21 and i{s purely of an interim
nature. Under its terms all performers
working in night clubs and vaude houses
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need not pay the 20 per cent withholding
tax when collecting their wages, How-
ever, looation ang theater owners were
warned to keep salary records just in
cize the BIR should reverse itself,

When the Four-A'ers eonfab with the
Trepsury they will not object to the
iden of exempting performers from
withholding tax, as such. Their argu-
ment will be that the BIR erred in
throwing in the “purely gratultous"
classification of performers as “inde-
pendent contreectors,"

This, the Four-As holds, was unneces-
sary as there already existed machinery
for easing the complications involved {n
deducting 20 per cent tax from salaries,
and the “independent contractor” status
can endanger the unemployment com-
pensntion and Soclal Security rights of
all actors.

STOCK
ROLL TICKETS
OMNE ROLL % 54
TEN ROLLS 3.90
FIFTY ROLLS 17.00
ROLLS 2,000 EACH

Daubkle ':-mpnn:.r
Dauble Price
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Wives - Do 2s - Busses -
~Or Life With Unit 22

By JAY MARSHALL-

A Sometime Camp-Show Performer

WASHINGTON, March 1B —The {irst
show was a pistol. The girls dressed he-
hind the coke machine and the fellows
dressed in the latrine., 1 was emsee; Al
Emall played his accordion: Joane Rexer
tap-danced; Joe Roth did pantomime
comedy; Yvonne Sutherland sang; I did
magic snd ventrilogquism; Joane Rexer
danced again, and the show wns aver,
(Thank God.) We returned to the hotal,
Still on the make, I spoke casually to the
dancer: “I wrote @ couple of articles
about eamp shows in The Billboard.”

“Oh," she sald, "I read them. I thought
they were clever.”

"Thank you,"” I continued, “"and how
did you like my act?”

"I thought The Billboard articles were
clever, Good night,™

The next morning found us on our
way—over hills and dales and dusty
trails—for we had 4,600 miles to cover and
only slx weeks In which to do i, We
were the puinen-pig troupe, as we weare
the first to whom & bus had been as-
gipned. We took one of the seats out to
give us more room for bagpgage., *“Baby™
still geated 12, and on we rode across
Missourl into Kansas, It was in Eansas
that Joe wiredq his wife, and shortly
afterwards she joined us, and the elght
of 1us rode merrily on. The elght were:
Frieda (Joe's wife), Clndy (Joe's dog),
Charlie (the driver) and the five actors,
From Kansas we rode into Nebraska and
then thru lowa. Now let me tell you
pbout South Dakota. We were like a
congenial double gquartet; Joe wias nuts
nhout his wife: Al Small was nuts about
the singer; I was nuts about the dancer,
and CQharlie was just plain nuts. On we
rode, Bverything was perfect—too per-
fect. Then Blaufox. Blaufox is not a
disease, a brand of liguor, or the mame
of a hotel, Blaufox is a supervisor. Yes,
something new hing been added to oSI—
supervisors., A supervisor is a soft-soap
artist, producer and pain in the neck
all rolled into one. He comes to Kala-
magzoo, Oshkosh or Ship Creeck, reviews
the show for the New York office; tells
you what to cut; glves you news ol the
putside world, and then cdisappears os
mysteriously as he came to life.

Storm Clouds
One sunny day we gob everything

‘Skating Vanities®
Takes Des Moines
To Tune of 25G

DES MOINES, March 18, — Shaling
Vanitics, roller-skating revue, closed a
six-day stand at the Coliseum with a
225,000 gross, Promoter Harold Stineman,
of Minneapolis, reported, The show ran
from Mareh 7 to 12, with matinees on
Sofurday and Sunday., Show had 26
acts, featuring Glorin Nord and Dolly
Durkin,

The show was the first skating show of
any kind to appear here, including ice
shows, and the promoters indicated they
would return next year because of the
inferest shown., The 4,500 seats in the
Collseum were nearly filled at all of the
evening performances, with a capaclty
crowd on opening night,

Circus Coming

NEW YORK, March 18.—Merle Evans,
bandmaster of the Ringling Bros, and
Barnum & Balley Circus, Is set for his
annual appearance on the Fitch Band-
wagon program. ‘This year it's April
9, with a “blgger-and-better-than-ever”
hand.

ICE SHOWS ON TOUR

Carnival on Tee (Wetherland Plaza Hotel)

Qinalnnatl.
F'rurﬂw':, Dorothy, Tee Time (Adolphus Hotel)

Dallas,
Tee-Copades af 1844 (Arena) 5t. Louls, Mo,

91-27: (Pla-Mor Ice FPalace) Ennsas Olty
zﬂ-ﬁ. '['“ ﬁ-l-
Lumh-};’m:um ree Patade (Ben Franklin Hotel)

Etfr};m;iu Tee (2omja Henle & Arthur Wirts)

(Center Theater) NYO.

packed into "Baby" and drove lelsurely
to Sloux Falls, 5. D. A puif of black
smoke, and there stood Blaufox. “You're
latel, he snapped, Joo stammered.
“Your wife shouldn't be traveling with
vou wlthout o Blue identifleation card.”
Joe stammered. “No one is allowed to
carry a dog unlees it's part of the show!"
Joe stammered. “You're dolng & show
in 10 minutes!™ We juggled baggage
and made the show. We gulped a hasly
snack amndd made a second show., Then
Joe went Into a secret conference with
Blaufox. The door to the conferenco
room opened and we heard Joeg ask,
“What can 1 do to straighten mattera
out?"

“I shall wire Sovzana,” replled Blaufox,
and added, “Sorzano is the last waord,”
It was late the next afterncon when Jod
enlled Sorzanp and found the last word
was “Nal" That night we all got stink-
ing and sald sad good-byes. Jo¢ Roth
was an excellent manager, o swell guy,
and did o solid act. We were sorry o seg
nim go. (Note: Marrled men wishing
to cquit camp shows—take your wife
along.)

Marshall Talks for Joe

When Joe left T anticipated, not incor-
rectly, that Jay Marshall would Inherit
the job of manager. As manager I could
take a front seat in “Baby,” but I was
in a rut and let the optlon slide., I al-
moat liked the back seat, Ho, hum, andd
woe unto Troupe 22, Ii seemed thatb
special service officers became lmmedi-
ately inefflclent; shows ran lousy; even
the weather grew cold., Yes, indeed, Jay
Marshall was manager. And so It is on
this doleful note that we leave Troupe 22
with It singer, dancer, musiclan and
emsee. They are an intrepid group of
sterling performéers, tho one can tell by
the shabbiness of thelr qualnt costumes
that ihey have been traveling withoul
rest for many moons. Even now they are
riding westward, We twrn and wave
farewell to thils slap-happy troubadour
quartet, hoping some day they will re-
turn,

Anti=Climax

Well, that's ot all, but it gives you a

rough Idea., We survived six weeks of

one-night stands on the Seventh Service
Commangd,

Others, I fear, may fall by the wayside
but we boast proudly of our completed
asslenment. I am wrlting the War De-
partment to sce that actors injured on
camp shows are awarded the Purple
Heart. Oh, yes, before some fellow actor
contradicts my statement regarding six
weeks of one-night stands, let me say
that we did play two days at Alliance,
Neh., but this, I am sure, was an error in
routing and shall be discounted,

Some day I may write about our trip
thru the Rockies and about leaving
“Baby" in Denver; about our train ride
east and about our next assigmment on
the Third Service Command; but nob
now, I'm too weak. So, until he writes
again, Jay Marshall says not good-bye
but “Sorzano,” because “'Sorzano" 15 the
last word,

Floorshow Pulls
Overflow Biz at
Beef Exposition

FORT WORTH, March 18.—An MCA
floorshow opened a 10-deay run at Plo-
neer Palace March 10 as one of the main
ettractions nt the Southwestern Exposi-
tion and Fat Stock Show, Patrons were
Yimited to 1,200 & performance. There
was a sellout opening night, as well as
the next two nights, and about 850 were
st each matinee. Prices were #2 Bun-
days, $1.10 for weekday matinees and
$1,60 for week nights,

Freddy Shaffer's all-girl bhand is play-
ing. Entertainers include a Dorothy By-
ton string of dancing girls, Lew Hofiman,
jupgler: Maya Keila, exotic dancer, and
Jack Shea, the Mad Auctioneer.

The Four Herzogs, girl aerialists, are
thrilling the rodeo and horse shoWw
crowds matinee and night, First five
matinee and night shows in the Collseumn

were sellouts,
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Chi Navy Shows
Protected From
Commercial Ban

Blue Steps Out of Produecing
“MYN”

CHICAGO, March 18. — The navy's
recent raling affecting comunercinl
Ehows relylng malnly upon naval per-
sonnel Is creating ne immedlate concern
here, even tho Chicago is the home of
Meet Your Navy (Blue) and the Blue
Jacket Cheir (CBS) programs, which
come under the navy ban. As the navy’s
ruling of last week said that commercinl
shows using naval talent primarily will
not he affected until the end of existing
contracts or options, these two series ave
in the clear, Both are protected by long-
term contracts.

The Blue Jacket Choir show, sald Wal-
ter Preston, program director for WBBM-
CBS, will have no worrles for 31 weeks,
the time remaining in the contract under
which It Is being sponsored by the Min-
neapolls Honeywell Company, Even tho
this shiow also nses Danny O'Nell, clvlllan
tenor, whosa singing now is plped in
from Hollywood, it still comes under the
general terms of the ban, for its talent
lz hasically naval,

Option on the Meet Your Navy show
was taken up this week and & new con-
tract for a 268-week sponsorship by the
Hallmark Greeting Card Company, Kan-
sas Clty, Mo., was signed. ‘That ensed
Blue's coneern about the alhring.

Hallmark's new MYHN contract becomes
effective Aprll 14, with the Henri Hurst
McDonald Agency acting as mlddloman,
At the time Merritt Schoenfeld, assistang
general manager of Blue's Central Di-
vision, announced the sighing of the new
Hallmark contract, he also revealed that
there would be a genernl change in the
policy of the program. In the future
the navy will have complete charge ol
Meet Your Navy., Ilts men will plek the
talent, write the show, and produece it,
too. Blue will merely supply [acllitles,
enginesrs and an advisory producer,
When he completes his indoectrination
course In May, Lieut., George Zachary,
who has written and produced shows Ior
the Columbia Warkshop, Four Freedoms
and Ellery @Queen sorvies, will have come-
plete charge of Meel Your Navy,

When existing contracts for these two
shows expire they must, of course, be
taken off the alr,

WCAU Gets Alcolt;
Serves WCKY By
Direct-Wire Sked

CINCINNATI, March 1B, — Carroll D.
Aleott, news analyst heard twice daily
over WOKY here since last June, has
shifted his base of operations from
WCKY to WCAU, Philadelphin, effective
jmmediately,

Alcott's addition te WCAU sked is in
izeeping with the Phllly statlon's ex-
pranded news coverago. Outlet set up new
yiewsroom and staff has been expanded
writh eye toward digging up ltems of lo=-
oal interest to hulwark wire coverage.

Reagon glven for shift was that Aleott
would be able to malntain closer contact
wvith affairs In Washington., Hawever,
Alcott will not be lost to WCKY audl-
ences as arrangements have been made
o carry certaln periods hy direct wire
for Iocal consumption,

Gantz KY%’ Flack

PHILADELPHIA, March 18 —James W.
caante, news editor of KYW for the past
18 months, has been upped to station

ubliclty director, succeeding John J.
{-ﬂlﬂnk} Eelly, who has left to join the
qnarines.  Before joining EYW, Gantz
wwas sports editor of The Philadelphia
yrecord, Willlam F. Dacey, former local
qewspaperman, has Joined the staff as
news editor,

==

Guess Who?

HOLLYWOCOD, March 18 —Lo-
el cognoscent] of theatrieal con-
novery are chuckllng over o w. k.
comic’s endeavors to keep his
chums from appearing on the

+ program of A pop voeallst. Seems
the chirper iz the comle’s alr
gompetition, and split audlences
don’t make high Hooperatings,

S0 the comlie s asking his
friends to promise not to make
guest appearances on his com-
petitor's program; idea belng to
keep all the guests for himself

pnd thus force the other guy's
sponsor to shift his program to
pnother time. .

General Foods
Shifts Nets on
Two Shows

NEW YORK, March 18.—General Foods
will trade networks of two of its veleran
cerenl-serials in an attempt to evaluate
the duplication, I any, of network audi-
ences. LI progrium, elipping on one wehb,
can ¢lick on another, then each chain
has its own audience.

docko shows that start to peter out
can still sell, by shifting the net and
time, instead of being scrapped. ‘Procter
& Gamble clicked with this theory when
Mae Perfins, NBC wveb, was additionally
ajred over gBS8. Currently, the CBES air-
ing hes higher Hooperating than the
NBC agession, with much of the differ-
ence credited to the fresh audience,

General Foods is Insuring comparebil-
ity for its test by shifting ea¢h program
ns A unit; thus continming everyihing,
ngency, production, east, copy, ete., that
made the program A success in its pre-
vious slot. Shows nre Poritag Fuces Life,
now aon NBC at 5:15 p.m. for Post's Bran
Flakes via Benton & Bowles and We Love
and Learn, now on CBS at 2:30 p.m. for
Grape Nuts Flakes and Wheatmeal via
Young & Rubleam,

Move takes effect on April 3,

| LEADS OWN PHILLY POLL

KYW, Second:; WFIL Third:
Locals Combined Top Webs;
Soapies and Cash Pull

New WJZ Transmitter Helps Local Blue Qutlet

PHILADELPHIA, March 18, — Radio
survey of Philadelphin’s llstening audi-
ence, long a cancerpus issus among local
riclo leaders, rearcd Its controversial
head agnin with o “19044 FEdition" of a
survey conducted by Dr, Sydney Roslow,
of the Pulse of New York, for WCAT,
The “1843 Edition” created such a furore
that all the stations agreed to subscribe
to & continuous CAB survey ns a means
of ending all independent surveys, How-
ever, while WCAU, CBS affiliate, sub-
sorlbes to the Crossley check-ups, statlon
went ahead with 1ts own personal sur-
vey, with fireworks certaln to pop as the
report painsg wider pirculation here.

The “1044 BEdition,” asecond consecutive
annunl report of station preference In
the Philadelphia market area, was based
on the personal-interview, roster-recall
method, with a banner number of 13,000
interviews made by the Pulse of New
York far the week ended December 13,
The sample took into consideration the
geographic distribution of the populnca
in the local market, income groups, home
dwellers and telephone subscerihing stabus
in order to hit at a statistically accurate
eross-section, The 1043 edition’ was based
on 10,600 Interviews.

472 Quarter Hours Surveyed

Tabulatlons covered every guarter-
hour perlod of the broadensting day for
the full week, taking in a total of 472
guarter-hour periods. As might be sus-
pected, survey showed WOCAU at the top
aof the heap with 307 per cent of the
listening sample. Close to it 18 Station
B (EYW—NBC affilinte) with 26.6 per
cent, with Btation C drawing 10.89 per

Lea Comm. Listens To Fly;
FCC Chairman Defends RID,
Claims Hawaii Story Bunk

No Smoke-Screen At Week’s Hearings

WASHINGTON, March 18—FCC Chalr-
man James L., Fly went before ihe Lea
Committes Investipating the Federal
Communications Commlission again this
week and repeated his denial that any
ilieit radio communication was employed
in Informing the Japanese about condl-
tions at Pear]l Harbor prior to the attack.

The FCC chalrman told his story em-
phatieally and forcefully, and for once
there wes nobt a great deal of undercover
tugeing by the Cox-Garey opposition, or
what is left of It. Nor was there a con-
troversy ralsed about some other issue
o serve as a smoke screen and cover
Fly's defense of hizs agency, as has oc-
curredd many other times he has been
permitted to testify.

RID's 24-Hour Watch

Golng to the defense of the Radilo
Intellipence Divislon of FOU, which has
been under fire by the Garey-Cox group
for some time, Fly declared that RID
was on the job 24 hours a day prior to
the disaster and that it kept perpetusl
wateh over the radie spectrum., Thres
stations had been sel up In October,
1940, he declared, and all were manned
with gualifled personnel.

Fly also denled that there was any evl-

dence that any of the fishing veszsels In
the vielnity communicated with Japan
or with the Japanese fleel. On the con-
trary, he declared, there was plenty of
evidence ta indieate that reports went
out over the regular channels of in-
formation,

‘“Why should they fool with a 10-cent
sampan?” Fly asked. #

No Broadcast Espionage _

The eruption of Mauna Loa was cited
by Fly as evidenee thal no illieit radlo
was used to notify Japan, as there wis
never any Indication that the Joponese
Inew of the eruption. This eruption, he
asserted, lighted up the island for miles
and would have been an ldeal beacon for
the attack.

When the subject of FCOC's hesitancy
to release fingerprints was Introduced,

-

Fly declared that the agency had urged

the FBI for “several months™ to take the
prints of communications company em-
ployees and process them. The navy
had refused for 26 years to tarn over
its prints to the "BI, Fly puinted out.

Fly clinched the fingerprint diseassion
with the statement that, "even to this
date, no sples have DPeen uncovered
among these employees,”

cent, and Station D with 74 per cent.
While WCOAU and EYW, both B80,000-
watters, each clalm the No. 1 position,
surveys to the contrary, the WOCAU ra-
port helps to sctile the long-disputed
No. 3 spot, Both WIIL (Blue) and WIP
(Mutual) claim the third slot, all con-
coding that Nos, 1 and 2 belongs to
WOAU and for KYW, Sfatlon C, In the
WCAU survey, is WFIL, with WIP rele-
ated to Mo. 4. While the report does
not label the other stations as such, con-
fining analysis to o lettered siation
rather than specific call Jetters, check of
program ratings itemized In the elaborate
report stamps WFIL as Statlon ©, with
WIP the D station.

Foet that WJIZ, Blue parent, has
changed Its transmitter, and no longer
blankets the local aren, obvieusly boosted
WTIIL's standing in thls survey. Previous
surveys have hit WFIL, as they invarl-
ably showed WJZ drawing more local 1is-
teners for many of the network shows
than WFIL, loerl Blue outlet. In likse
manner, tho to far lesser exbent, WOR,
parent Mutual station, 1s usually shown
dralning off part of MBS-WIP's natural
audience.

Locals Combined Top Mot Stations

All other Ioeal stations, lncluding the
five indies and bhoth WJIZ and WOR, are
grouped together in the final tabulation
of listening habits and therein, lies the
most faseinating and luminating facts
uncovered by the survey, It shows that
for & gond number of hour periods dur-
ing each day of the week, the “all others™
eombined draw a higher rate of listeners
than the top network station, the "all
others” running as hlgh as 45 per centb
of the lstening audience during the all-
important -7 p.m. period on week-days,
jumps to 62 per cent on the smne period
Saturdnys, and poes to 55 per cent on
Sunday mornings.

As soveral advertislng ngency exscu-
tives pointed ouf, it means that buylng
1 spot announcement on all the loeal
Indie stations will bring wider clreulntion
ta the commercinl message than purchnse
for that same spot on the town’s asserted
No, 1 statlon, Moreover, It can mean
buyving time on all the indles for only o
fraction of the cost for the No, 1 station
and still gettlng a larger audlence Jor
the smaller amount of money. For in-
stanee, Lt is fipured roughly that WCAU
rates about $44 for a spot announce-
ment, Apency execs {lgure out that buy-
Ing & spot on WPEN, WDAS, WIBG and

WHAT (or WTBL and WCAM, which
ghares time with WHAT), costs only
about 818,

Cash Give-Aways Solid Pull

Break-down of listener preference for
each guarter hour is an index to program
popularity. Again, the cash-giveway
shows are shown to attract a large Tol-

lowing, with WIP's Dinling for Dollars

entirely dominating the 10:30-10:45 a.m.
slot. WEREN, indie station, makes its
best showing during glveaway periods,
particularly during the Man From Neving
bond glveawnys af 6-6:16 pm. Among
the platter shows, Leroy Miller's KYW
Musical Clock contlnues the leader
among the early-morning record shows,
with Bob Horn proving the top dlsk
jockey In the late evenings with his
C'mon Dance spinnings on WIP,

Survey also shows that the sopp operas
still attract the largest percentage of lis-
teners, the strip stenzas on both KYW
and WOAU during the mornilng and
afternoon being far out in the lead. In
the early evening hour, the thrill kiddle
shows, such as Capigin Midnight, Lone
Ranger, Juck Armsetrong and Terry and
the Pirates, gives WFIL & terrific llsten-
ing sdvantage, OBBS and NBC mnetwork
shows dominate the evening hours,

ool
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Two - OQutlet One - City Net
Tops Class A Time, & Station
Pays Off In Listeners

Wade Ageney Solves Loss of Slot Problem

CHICAGO, March 18.

Maorriz B, Sachs “Amateur Hour” broadcast

at the same time (12:30 {o 1:30 p.m. Sundays) on two stations—WENR and

WCFL~—is paying off.

The idea of baving one program broadeast by two

stations at the same time in one city might, on the surface, loolk like ga
brainstorm advocating a waste of money, but when the results of the Sachs
hour listener response are compared with costs and time availahbility, it can
be seen that the move has significance and might point the way out for
sponsors faced with a similar situation. Plan to have the amateur hour on
duo stations simultaneously was formulated by Walter Wade, chief of the
Wade Agency, which handles the show. Wade devised the plan when the

show's cholee time—5 to 6 p.m, Sundays
—on WENR (which 1t had cccupied for
years) was taken recently hy Blue's Hall
of Pame at the end of an Amateur Hour
contract period. Wade knew how meny
potential listeners he reached af Lhat
time, and when he lost It he began look-
fng for a method of reaching the same-
sized audience.

At first he thought of putiing the
show on WENR Sundasy mornings ancd
rebroadeasting it by transzeription on tha
same station late at nlght., Union regu-
lations on repeats would have cormapelled
him to pay stend-by (for the amateur
musiecinns on the showd, nolb ouly for the
first airing but also for the transcrip-
tion. That would have uppsd the show
beyond its budpet.

Then Wade hit upon the duo-station
plnn. This seemetd betler, because he
would have to pay stand-bys only once,
He would still have to pay for an an-
nouncer working for a program broad-
cast on two statlons, according to AFRA
rules, hut the addltional charge wias nobt
prohibitive.

Costs for the show have Increased
by one-third, but lstener rvosponse In
the form of wvotes for the amateurs
have [ncreased one-third, too, This, 16
s enlculated, means the sponsor—the
Sachs Clothing Store—is ahead dough,
for In the past voltes have always been
in direect ratlo with sales.

Seeing the success of his ldea, Wade
thought of putting the show on itwo
more statlons—WAAF and WAIT—at
the same time. But when ATM told
him he would then be charged network
stand-by c¢osts and AFRA Bald his an-
nouncer would have to get network pay
pbecruse he would be using four statlons
(three or more stations constitute a net,
according to unlon regulations), he nixed
that plan.

The lesson for sponsors fnced with
& shortage of Class A time on Class A
statlons iz, of course, apvious: If the
hest time Is not avallable Iocally, merely
Huy more than one station n bhe
SaImne Area. {Head “"WCAU Own Poll”
story in this lssue.)

Philly Gimbels Has
Four Shows on WIP

PHILADELPHTIA, March 18. — Gimbhel
Bros.!' department store i5 expanding ifs
use of loeal radle by taking over spon-
sorship of two more air series. In the
Interests of s men's clothing depart-
ment, the store has taken local sponsoprs-
ship of Mutual's Bulldog Drammond
series on Sundays.

Far its Young Budget Shop, dress ghap
for junior misses, Gimbels sSponsors a
Saturday morning Celling Al Girls,
transeribed teen-age show tying in with
the Calling All Girls Magazine. In addl-
tion, Gimbels sponsors the transcribed
Ruadio Sewing Classes seriss and Wayne
Cody’s nightly Uncle Wip shots for kid-
dies.

Hoﬁsiér Basketball
For Overseas GI’s

MUNOIE, Ind., March 18 —FHoosler cage
fans in the armed forces both here and
abroad will have an oppartunity to hear
results of Indlana State Champlonship
Basketball this year. WLBC will air the
contests, marking the 14th year the event
hag been broadeast, Im addition, tran-

scriptlons will be made to be short-
waved vie OBS,

Dr. Stanton, CBS;
Bob Schmid, MBS, &
Bill Maloney Tapped

NEW YORK, March 18.—Ung¢le Sam
this week tapped Dr, Frank Stanton, CBS
Vo=t with a 1-A draft classifieation, As
Dill Peley, CBS prexy, is oversens with
army psychologleal warfare, the Btanton
(rafbing will cut into the web's top exec
Crow, |

Ir, Stanton hed been on cell for som
thing with the army for a hush-hush
overseas assignment, In preparation, he
hadg been getting the complete sarles of
army inoculations, Payvoff slaried last
week, During his lagst injection, the
needle of the hypo broke In Stanton's
arm; the next day he was advised thab
e army wouldn't need him afler all
And this weelr came the top priority
rating from Selective Service.:

Glthers In the same bont are Bob
Schmid, Muiual promofion ehlef, and
Biill Mealoney, publicity head at Batlen,
Barton, Durstine & Oshorn. Schmlid s
1-A; Maloney s In navy,

Moore Boss at WBNX

NEW YORK, March 18—William I.
Maoore, formerly secretary and sales man-
ager of WDBNX, becomes secretary and
general manager, effeclive immediately,
The change wns brought about by re-
tirement of Willinmm B, Alcorn, who had
been vice-prestdent and general mannger.
Alecorn retains his WBNX contacts, how-
gver, as he stays on as g member of the
board of directors.

WLB Sets Hearing
On AFRA New Chi
Class B Scales

CHICAGO, March 18.—The Chicago of-
fice ol Lhe American Federation of Radio
Artists (AFRA) has been notified by the
War Labor Board that Its request for
additlonal fees for announcers, singers
and actors at Class B (under 50,000
watts) stotions here would be censidered
it a hearing here Aprit 21, In general,
AFRA 15 asking for a 10 per cent in-
cresse on all commercial and sustaining
shows., Any increase granbed would ho
retroactive to November 1, 1943, Staif
galaries, too, would be inereased 10 per
cent for theses tybes of employees.

AFRA's demands, which were rejected
by six Cluss B stations—WOCFL, WJIJD,
WIND, WAIT, WGES and WEBEBQ-—were
put to the WLB when ihe stationg and
the unlon could not get togelher a few
monthis ngo.

Ray Jones, executive seccretary of the
AFRA local, said thet at the present time
these stations are payving solo singers 4
for 15 minutes or less of sustalning time,
%5 for 15 minutes or les: of commercial
time. For the first hour of rehearsal
with an ork, singers are paid $1. Actors
are paid $3 for 15 minutes or less of
sustaining time, & for the same period
of commercial time,

Announcers on staff at WCFL and
WJIJD are pald $56 per weel, and on
other Class B statlons, 80, For com-
merelil programs they arve pald $3.650 for
6 to 10 minutes; from 11 to 15 minubes,
®4: from 16 to 30 minutes, $6; from 31
to 60 minutes, $10,

Pan-AmericanAward

Won by CBS in ’44

HAVANA, March 18.—The 1044 Berell
of the Pan-American Colomblsta Soclety,
awarded for *outastanding activity in
promoting the welfare of peoples of the
new warld,” has been won this year by
CEa.

The presentation of the scroll will be
mude on Pan-American Day, April 16,
with Edmund A. Chester, Latin American
relatlons director, recelving for Colum-
bia.

i

Information Please

NEW VTOREK, MMarch 18.—Willred Pelle-
tler and Middlebrow Muslc will take over,
Aas uaual, for I'mformation, Plense during
July and August., Program will fealure
light eoncert musle with vocals. Soloist
has not been selected as yvet,

Agency Necks

Kept In on

Summer Commercial Shows:

Invasion May

Hold Dialers

They’re Thinking and Looking

(Continued from page 3)

replacements as required. In addltion,
Columbla has the Norman Corwin series,
which will run thru the summer,

AL NBC the feseling 1s, as ustal, that
i's up to the advertlser. And (n the
past the sponsors have come thru, ‘This
year should he no cxeeption, Biggest
problém at the moment [s the Sunday
all T spot. This has alwavs been NBC'H
pride and foy. In the past, when Jack
Benny vacationed, the sponsor provided a
replacement. Thils year, with Benny
changing sponsors, no one knows who Is
golng to fil] the spot. Psll Meall hag an
option on the time but doesn’™ know, and
won't for some time, whether to take
over fs soon as the comle Bnlshes his
sheln with General Poods or stell until
the fall.

Expensive Sustainecr?

What plagues NBU s that unlesz a
decislon is made prontp, this ehotee half
hour may spend the summer as a gus-
talner. Another problem, altho not a
headache, is what J. Walter Thompson

will use as a summer replacement for
Bing Crosby. Normally, Bing's brother,
Bab Croshy, would fill in, bhut this year
Juntor is 1=-4A, and due for a unlform.

Blue has a pot full of sustalners thab
have been In the works for months.
Whatever sponsor wants to lay off Tor
the summer will have o wide cholce from
which to plek z substitute, And if it's
to be a cufio layoff, then the Blue will
use the opportunity to show-case its
sustalners,

Mutual will count on 1ts member sta-
tions for replacements, Meanwhile, it
is trying to spread some of [ts Sunday
Strength thru the week. Thus Campana
moved its First Nighter from BSunday
to Wednesday, and will stick thru the
summer this vear for the first time.

The ace up everyone's sleeve, altho no
one g admitting it, Is the expectatlon
that the war will pop on the Continent.
In thls event no one, sponsor or net-
work, will worry about summer replace-
ments, a5 spot news reports of develop-
ments wlll keep audlences glued to thelr
sats,

Swing Irolies

Checks Talent
In Detroit

NEW YORK, March 18 —Blue Neb-
work's war worker show Swing-Shift
Frofies makes its first hinterland pick-up
May 31 from Detroif, Program is a war
workers' amateur show, with talent com-
ing from plents and shooting for War
Hond prizes,

Thus far all contestants have come
from plants around New York, After
Detroit aren is weeded, the program will
pick up talent from plants in other war
industry areas,

George Scheck and Lou Dahlman
handie the romp locally. George Ryerson
will handle detalls for Detrolt,

Dairyland Net
Is Set To Go

MINNEAPOLIS, March 18.—The Dalry-
land Network, made up of four Minne-
s0ta statloms, was perfected here this
week., WITCHN, local Blue afiiliate, serves
as clearing house for the wel.,

Set-up was effected by C. T, (Swanny)
Hrgmun for WI'CH,; Ed Hyek far EATE,
Albert Lea; Max White for KWNO, Wi-
noma, and H, W, Linder for EWLM, Will-
mar. Judy Bryson, in charge of traffic
for WTON, will handle web traflic, WTON
will feed the other three with Elue pro=
grams.

Oversby To KFEL

DENVER, March 18. — KFEL, Mutual
outlet here, nequired p new program di-
reclor this week In the person of Ed
Cwershy., Overshy, u veberan of 16 years'
exiperience in the radio feld, comes to
EFEL via EOB, Albuguergue, N, M.

Duify To C.A.B.

NEW YORK, March 18—Bernawrd O,
Duffy, Batlen, Barton, Duratine & Os-
horne exec, has replaced F. B. Ryan Jr,
the latter now in serviees, on the hoard
of governors of the Co-Operatlve Analysis
of Broadecasting, Inc,

e

One-Hour Newsreel Sold
Before Hitting the Air

PHILADELPHIA, March 18—The News-
reel of the Air was sold over WIEBG even
hefore it had the opportunity of hitting
the ether for the frst time. The sule
wis made by Hdward D. Clery, general
mannger of the statlon which is pioneer-
ing the newsreel treatment of alr news
locally, WHN, New York, has uged the
newsreel device for some time,

The program occupies the 11 to mid-
night slot and s being bank-rolled by
Shore PBros., locs]l auto dealers, thru
J. M. Korn Agency here, The sesslon ia
designed to help listeners cateny last-
minute news of the day regardless of
when they tune in during the hour, Bob
Eerr and Farl Carlisle spell each other
every 10 minutes durlng the broadecast.

Dies Starts To Work
On Blue Net and Winchell

WASHINGTON, MMarch 18, — Rohert
Stripling, counsel for the Dies Com=-
mittes investigating un-American ao-
tivity, announced yesterday that he had
subpoenaed Mark Wood, Blue Prexy, and
Walter Winchell's radio seripts and tran-
seriptions of the past two years,

Westinghouse Ups Rates

PHILADELPHIA, March 18—Westing-
house Radio Stations, Inc, 1s upping Its
oard rates for KYW here; KDEA, Pltts-
hurgh, and WBZ, Boston. New rates re-
leased this week by B, A, McDonald, WRA
general sales manager, hikes the asking
price on statlon hreaks, spot announce-
ments and participating programs. In
additlon, base rate for KDEA and WBZ
hes been raised slightly, with increase
ealled for on LeRoy Miller's Musicnl
Cleck on KYW, early morning particlpat-
ing platter show, For each station, some
time hrackets have heen changed in
favor of the advertiser,
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Television Reviews

WOR-BuMont Television
Reviewad Tuesday, £:15-2:15 p.m.
Style—Variety. Sustaining on W2XWV
i Mew Yerk),

—

B & K Television, Chicago

Reviewed Friday, March 17. Contents

—WAC  recruiting.  Sustaining on
WBKB, Chicago,

With Bob Emery as prodducer and di-
rector, WOR's Vides Varicties for the
fHrst thme had a professional alr about
itzelf. The radio wvet, he emseed the
telecast, put on a show thalt smacked of
advance preparafion. Thus his onst,
Martha Deane, Bruce Elliot, Fmmea Van
Cotitren, Paul Killlam, ILucky Ficld,
Teresp Rillo and Sonia Stolin, pro snd
nonpro  alike, worksd with an air of
assuranes. There was little of the un-
certainty that's evident when a performer
dogsn't know what 8 coming, where it
ts coming from and when,

Thus ls it pessible to fnirly criticize
entertalnment values and abliltles, which
Is where these programs are shill In the
experimental stage,

Martha Deane, also a vel of WOR,
gabbed with Bob BEmery aboul how she
wottld do a video commercinl for one
of her radio products. Okay only he-
<cause 1t showed imagination; actually a
demonstration would have heen more ef-
dective,

Anaother plus o Bob Emery’s credit on
this progrum wes his sparing use of sing-
ers. Only two on this session, Bruce
Elliot and Sonia Stolin.  »lot showed

TPA Formed as

Video Program
Clearing House

NEW YOREK, March 18. — Group of
about 20 television producers, diroctors
and execs this week organized the Tele-
wvislon Producers' Assccintion. Oulfit is
strictly o mutual-aid group that will
fict as an Info clearing house. Plan is
o hold monthly gab-Test meetings,

Tempoerary officers are Bud Gamble,
producer for Farnsworth sand DuMont,
55 chairman; Bdwln Woodruff, studio
anager of WKWV, as vice-chairman,
and J. Strong, Indie producer, as sec-
rretary.  Advisory board is Tom Hutch-
inson, of RuthreuT & Ryan; Eddle
IDowling, leplt producer; Doug Allen, of
Ceell & Presbrey; Bam Cuff and Allen B.
TruMMont, of DuMont labs,

WPTZ Makes New
Video Carrier

Tests in Philly

"HILADELPHIA, March 18. — WPTZ,
Fhileo's television station, ls experiment-
i for the fiest time with the composlite
alternate carrior svstem alf syonchroniza-
+Jon. According to Paul Enight, WPTZ

rOgram mAnager, primary concern of
+.ests 18 in finding out stabllity of ple
411 the predence of recelver interference
«s compared with the stotlon's normal
Joroadeasts,

Knight has circularized all the tele-
~xrislon set owners In the ares asking co-
coperation In the experimentation thru
observing the special program and re-

orting back the results obtained on each
jmdividual regelver, Speclal eards were

rovided for set owners 1o Judge hetween
+he composite alternate carrier system
and the normal broadensts as to whether
+ e picture is steady, If It Lears or rolls,
and whether or not picture and sound
cre both beat at the same tuning pointe.

Ta ohtaln best results under the com-

osite alternate carrier system, Knight
~varned the set owners It may be necesa-
=aly 1o make slght sdlustments of the
tuning and backgroumd or brilliance
cantrols on the recelving sel.

jotures were used for the test, ghowing
1 ewsreels, serial thriller and the oldis,
Feain, starring Joan Crawlord and Walter
FIuston.

Flrst WAL recrulting telecnst in these
parts was nothlng sensalional albeit
olfective, Program reelly scored in the
loecal papers, which gave plenty of print
and photo space Lo stunt,

Coneeived by Lieut. Paula Amreln and
wrltten by Lient, Anne Hatlleld, both of
Blxth Service Commaond Public Relas-
tions, the show was a stralght dramaiic
illustration of how & WAC can fake over
chores of servicemen, Theme hugged the
tille These Are the WACS, go had
simple yet potent appeal.

I there were enough video outlets this
inight be the solution to the female
service enlisiment problem,

oy Wagner,

4 pood pair of plpes with You Are My
Stinsghine., DBut Miss Stolin, and Teresa
Rillo, an accordionist, were hoth young
encupgh to come from Reinboww House,
the Bob Tmery radlo show of kids, and
so were almost devold of polse and per-
sonniity, Silght plus sound is a tough
hurdle for youngsters, -

One glaring error was Emery's Injec-
tlon of & hywmn-singing guartet.  This
is okny on Sundey mernings bul on a
variety show, such as this hopes Lo be,
Liymis gre ag gnorvating as wet blankets,

Paul Killimm Interviewed a reporter
png o chrtoomist; oXay but nol excep-
tional, Aboul the best hets were Lucky
Field, . who «ld o routine of charades,
bBased on hook Gltles, that were genuinely
funny, and Lhe Red Cross appesl,

Lattor used Mrs, Ven Coufren, mother
with 12 children in uniform, for a sob
appeal; this was followed by a tablesu
of service men gcnd women thab wes
Taded-on as she finlshed her talk.

Another good stunt was o skeleh about
sound effecta, The oast ran thra the
plece, then the camera switched off-stage
while the spound-effectaman demonstrated,

All and all tho, it was ane of the
(Sece TELEVISION REVIEWS on page 20)

es on Video Wagon

B & K Video Gets Play; WBKDB
Only Windy Tele Studio Doing

Live Visual Air Programs

Even Talent Cost No Hurdle

CHICAGO, March 1B.—A strong light
of planned concerted television produc-
Lion by Chicage adverlising agencies this
week shone forth s o bemnt to brighten
the general television plefure In the
Windy City. Up (o now advertisiug
ageneles In the elty have not bothered
o put on experimental televislon shows
at the Balaban & Katz statlon (WBKD)
here, Chlicago's only tele outlel alring
Hve programs. But this week advertis-
ing executives went on record as belng
In fawvor of preparing in the near ifu-
ture tele productions alred wlth the
co-operation of the B. & K. studlo. By
so doing they pave warning thoet the
Midwest would be an important Tocal
point of any future television rotion.

The consensus of advertising agency
radio directors was that i Chicago 15
lo hold a Invorable positlon In the Tutare
tele fieid, 1t ought to start putting on
shows, even if they are only experl-
mental, The sgency execs looked &t Lthe
co-operation heing carried on for months
hetween the DuMont studlo and agencles
in New York. It was recognized thab
Mew York advertising men are gainlng
very valuable experlence for the future
by preparing and wiving thelr own ex-
perimental shows at Lhe Dublont studios,
It was felt that right about now such
an arrangement ought to be worked out
between Chicagoe agencies and the B, &
K. studios.

WBKB Opens Doors Wide

The B. and K, studlos were pleked as
the likely spot for Lhe agencles tele
experiments for Lwo Important reasons:
First, and most Iimporfant, B, & K. oper-
ates the only tele setation in the eiby
now ueing live shows. Second, Helen
Carmson, manager of Lhe sfation, has
extended n written Invimilon declaring
that she would be glad to offer the
facilities of the B, & K, station to any

RCA Points Distribution
As Biggest Video Problem
At Sales Execs Luncheon

NEW YOREK, March 18.—Radio Corpo-
tatlon of Amerlca, this time thru its
Victor Division, I8 continuing to stress
the thought that television will provide
the cushlon toward averbting widespread
post-war unemployvment as noted in The
tillboard (March 11), RCA has heen
stumplng for video production on the
basis of social and economical require-
ments,

Thomas . Joyee, manpger of ROCA-
Vietor's radin, phonograph and television
department,' was the latest RCA exec to
follow the line. He spoke to the largest
gathering In the 1l-year history of the
sales executives club gathered last week
at o speclal “Television Day” luncheon
ak the Roosevelt Hotel. J

Joyee stated that the principal post-
war cconomiec problem would be one of
distribution, as Amerigan production had
already provedq itself during the war.
“Only as people buy goods,” he sald, “are
other pecple put to work growing farm
praducts or furning out manufactured
poods, Television, properly used, has the
power to make people want merchandlze
maore than they do money, thus creating
the necessary turnover of goods and sarv-

Motion | jgeg with which to create jobs.”

4,600,000 New Jobs

Along the same lines, Mr. Joyce quoted
Paul Hofiman, president of Btudebaker

Corporation, who, [n & gpecially prepared
stotement, volced the opinlon that video
is “& potentlal source of 4,800,000 new
jobs within & decade after ts full com-
meraializatlon," Another statement,
this one from Bdward O'Nell, prexy of
the American Farm Burenud, pletured
television az stlmulating the desire of
people for better foods and foneler farm
products, thus increasing farmers’® In-
come and progperity and espusing him 1o
pontinue buying more manufactured

Cgoods, and thus contribute to increased

emplovinent.

The presentation of an unusual visual
demonstration of television advertising
technigue was & particular highlight of
Mr. Jovee's address. Several products
wereg first given the present, ardent
spoken treatment which wuas contrasted
immmediately with s visual demonstration.
To further bring out thls particular
polnt, which dealt with truth In adver-
tising, a couple of the producis, namely
“NWo Rip" overalls and “Tef-Flex" glass,
were “fixed” to rip and break, respec-
tively, while undergoing the “bulld-up
test” plven them In the spoken versionm.
Climax of above-mentloned test wowed
audience, being done so realistleally, that
radle daily stated 1t was "impromptu
and unprogramed” when it was all just
o fix,

agency man desiring to put on hils own
experimental show,

Miss Carson's lettor was read Wednes-
day (16) to 2 meeting of the Chleago
Radio Management Club, organizesion
of agency redio direciors and station
managers. At the meeling Il was de-
cldedq that Miss Carson's Invitation
wolld be eousidercd seriously and thoatb
sery probably the club would put on ity
pwn show utilizlng thoe combined crea-
blve ablility of the agencles represented.

MeCann-Erickson Leads
Spark-plug in the agencles’ plane to
put on televislon shows in Chicago 1s
Jim Bhelbky, radio director of MeCann-
Erickzon. Altho Shelby will be Induected
into the armed forces in the near fubtare,
he js plugging away at the iden ol bulid-
ing program production co-operation be-

tween the agencics and B, & K,

Shelby summed up hls stand eoncern-
ing tele activitles by asgencles in Chi-
capo when he sald: “The only way to
plan for the posb-war television Industry
iz to fake nction now to do some ex-
perimenting, We hoave plenty of talent
in Chicago;, we have plenty of agency
maen with televislon idess,. Now thit B,
& IL, has offered its facllltles, we ought
Lo combine talent, idens and statlon
facillties to Insurs ourselves experlence
Ehat will make Chleago one of the most
Influential telavision cendérs when the
right day comes."

Shelby, however, was not the only
agency man in favor of the co-aoparatlive
plan. Many more said they would be
rlad o use thelr agency's forces to pub
on tele shows—right now. Some, of
course, sat back and viewed the plan
with szkepticlsm. But this latier group
wis in the minarity.

Kastor Agency Goes Along
Typleal of the opinlon of agency men
in favor of the plan was that of Ben
Grean, radio director of H., W. Kastor
d5 Bons,

Green sald that now was the ripe time
for stuieh A move, He fpdded that some
af his elients had come to him already,
asking him to get together a tele show.
S0 far, he shid, hls television plans
called for a concentration upon the pres-
entatlon of tele commerelals. “"No mat-
ter how good a tele show might be”
said Green, “I4 still must have eolld
cominercials that punch home & selling
job. Sponsors’ dough has moede radio.”

M. Lowls Goodkind, of the Goodkind,
Jovee & Morgan Agency, said: “We will
he glad to put on televislon shows at
B, & K. We haven't lormulated any
plans yet, but we are definitely inter-
ested In the plan. Chicago has nover
taken a back seat in radlo. Agency men
ought o start planning now a eam-
palgn that will insure the city 8 com-
parable positlon i television."

Action Neaded

*“This might very well ba the begin-
niong of more robust television acbivl-
ties In Chlepgo,' sald Harry Gllman,
radio director of Erwin Wasey. "Buch
actlon hias been needed for a long time.
I think it & pood ides, and with a little
mora study will be willing fto putb
on some shows with my own productlon
gtafl,”

Les Mozley, top executive ol Foote,
Cone & Belding, sald that nt present his
agency had no redio productlon stall n
Chleago, But, he sald he viewed tele-
vislon with complete confidence and wlith
fSee CHI ON VIDEQ WAGON on page 20)

Hubbell Ex-Ayer

NEW YWORK, March 18—Dlck Hubhell
this week resigned as television nead for
N. W. Ayer, He will veeation a forllght
and then foln another ad agency as
video and radio chief.

"
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WEEKS COST
TO NET & SPONSOR TALENT PER
PROGRAM HOOPERATING DATE NO. STA. OPPOSITION AGENCY & PRODUCT COST POINT
BOE HOPE 34.7 26b NBC 133 Corwin—CBS Foote, Cone & Belding  Pepsodeni #11,000 $317.00
R, G. Swing—BLOI (Toothpaste)
i Amer., Forum—MBS
Sunny Skviar—MBS
FIBBER McGEE Report to Natlon—COBS Needham, Louis & Brorby 8. J. Johnson $ 8,500 $249.26
AND MOLLY 34,1 68 NBC 131 Spotlight Bands—BLUE (Floor Wax)
Coronet Biory Teller—
ELUE
Amer., Forum—MBS
EDCGAR BERGEN 26,2 504 NBC 143 star & Story—CBS J. Walter Thompson Standard Brends £10,000 £381.68
3 A, L. Alexander—MBS ( Chase & Sanborn
Freenficld Choir—EBLUE CoiTee)
LUX RADIO THEATER 26.0 J02 CBS 135 Tel, Hour—MNREBOC J.ooWalter Thompeson Laver Bros, §10,000 $384.62
Dy, I, @ —NBC (Lux)
Counter Spy-—BLURE
Spotlight Bands—ELURE
Coranet Story Teller—
BLUE
Heatbor—2ABS
Bob Ripley—MBS
Paul Winchell—MBS
WALTER WINCHELL 24.5 bah BLUR 167 R. Digest—CBS Lennen & Mitchell Jergens & 5,000 $204.08
M-Cro-Round—NRC (HFandg Lotion)
Cleva, Symph—MBB
JOAN DAVIS- ' Dinegh Shore—CBS MeKee & Albright Sealtest 7000 5311,20
JACK HALEY 24.1 35 NEBC L  Epotlight Bands—BLUE (Milk and
Coronet, Story Teller— : Iee Cream)
BLUE
Treasure Hour of Song—
MBS
MR. DISTRICT J, Carson—OCBRBS Pedlar, Rvan & Lusk Bristol-Myers & 4,000 %172.41
ATTORNEY 23.2 260 NBC 125 Spoilight Bands—BLTE (Vikalis)
Coronet Stary Telley-—
BLUE
Firsth Mlghter—MBS
SCREEN GUILD Contented Hour—NBC Biow Lady HEsther $10,000 $432.90
THEATER 23.1 180G CEBS 122 R, G. 8wing—BLURE (Face Powder, ctc.)
Top of Evening-—-BLUE
Gladstone—NMEBES
Educatlon for
Freedom-—MBS
JACK BENNY 22.6 4063 REG 132 Shirer—CBS Young & Rubicam General Foods 220,000 $448.43
Como—0OBS {Grape Nuts)
Pearson—BLUE
D, Thompson—BLTUR
Old Fash, Hevival—MBES
ABBOTT First Line—CB8 William Esty R. J. Reynolds 810,000  $432.90
AND COSTELLO 223 114 NBC 134 R. G. Swing—BLUE (Camels)
Carnegle-—MBS
Gledstone—MEBES
ALDRICH FAMILY 22.2 202 NBC 127 Death Valley—CBES Young & Rubicam General Poods & 4,000 $180.19
Town Mecting—BLUR ; { Postum)
¢ Human Adventure—MDES
TAKE IT OR . of Charm—NBC Biow Eversharp $ 2,600 $117.923
LEAVE IT 21,2 203 _ CBS 121 . Lawrence—BLUR {Fens and Penells)
Cood Will H—MBS
Cedrie FPoster—MBG
FRAH'{ MGRGAH_ Eﬁ\j;}pﬂnsﬂ._ﬂﬂﬁ Benton & Bowles Clenoral Poods & 9.04b0a $4$‘155
FANMNIE BRICE 20.6  lo0 NBU 130 News—BLUE iMaxwell House
ILum and Abner—BLUR Coilee)
. oursler—nMBS
Confidentially Yours—
MBS
FRED ALLEN 19.7 440 CBS 122 Amer. Album Musie-— Buchanin Texas Co. #11,500 $583.24
NECT VOIL and Gas)
Busin Btreet—BLUE
J. Fidler—BLTTE
Cleve., Bymph—MBS
BING CROSEY 19.6 343 NBC 134  Major Bowes—OBS J. Walter Thompson Kraft $10,000 $510.21

Town Mesting—BLUE
G. Heatter—MBS
Bob Ripley-—MEBES

(Cheese)

The average evening program rating is 10.5 as against
11.0 last report, 12.0 o year ago.  Average sets-in-use of
32.0 as against 32.4 last report, 33.2 a year ago: averape
available audience of #9.6 as against 794 last report,
82.3 a year ago. Sponsored network hours reported num-
ber £1.75 as against 82 last report and 70.75 a year ago.

_First rating received by “|t Pays To Be lgnorant™
Philip Morris show aired Friday, 9 to 9:30 pm., is 9.2,
This PrOEram is a replacement for the Philip Morris “'Play-
Fowse," whose final rating was 13.1,

"Radio Hall of Fame" &1, up 4 from last repart.
Frank Sinatra, 11.5, down 2.6 from last report.

The only program on the March 15 “First 15" which
dicd not show a decrease in rating is Fred Allen.  His ratin
is plus .3 from last reporl, Program showing greates
decrease [s "Aldrich Family,”" with a minus 7.0,

Dacrease in ratings not confined to any one evening,
but pretty generally truo for all top-ranking programs,
“Fitch Bandwagon,” with a rating of 17.9, an increase of
2.6 from last report, is one exception. This program fol-

lows Jack Benny, whose raling was a minus 2.9 from last
report, and is followed by Charlie McCarthy, who suffered
a 2.1 decrezse in rating. Eddie Canter, with & 193, up
|.2 fram last report, anctheér excepfion. He followed
“Beat the Band,'" rating Tor which progrem decreazed
4.3, and I5 followed by “Mr. District Attorney™ with a 1.1
decraase in rating. Howewver, Franle Sinatra, which is aired
over CBS in the same time slot as Eddie Cantor, suffered
a 26 loss in rating. This is the only instance where an
increase in rating is an apparent reason for a loss in rating
on a competing program.

The “Talent Cost Index” is protected by the copyright of The Billboard and infringements will be prosecuted.
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“Best Buys”

Tiis Report TCTr Hooperating Lizsé Report TG Hooperdaling
Talee Tb.i:i: RGRRRRE 2 B By i 1 212 Take Tb.....i...8100.17 2.6
Mr. Do A vvesias 17241 23.2 Aldrich Famdily... 13699 29.2
Aldrich Family... 180,13 Pl At M. D A er... 108861 243
Winchell ........ 204,08 245 Winchell ........ 183.05 25,
Fibher .......... 248926 24.1 Fibber .....ive 23416 30.3
Davis-Haley ..... 311.20 24.1 Davis=Ialey ..... 200.66 25.8
Bob HODE .. ..... 217.00 349 Bob Hope ,...... 30137 36.5
Edgar Bérgen.... 381.48 26.2 Bdgar Bergen.... 35330 28.3
Lux Theater ,,.,.. 384.62 26.0 Lux Theater..... 358.72 27.8
Screen Guild. .. .. 43280 23.1 KEay Eyser.,..... 30801 20.1
Albkott & Costello 448,43 223 Morvgan-Brice ... 380,18 231.8
Morgan-Brice . 4¢1.65 20,6 Abboth & Caostello 406,50 24.6
Bing Crosby ., 31021 186 Sereen Gulld ... 41667 24.0
Fred Allen.,... . b8324 149.7 Bing Croshy ..... 416,867 24,0
Jack Beony.. ... 884,96 226 Jack Benny ..... 78431 25.6

" KOO New Station Freeze
Deslnte Application Flood
- For FM and Video Licenses

WASHTNGTON, March 18.—Despite the
Aood of frequency modulation and tele-
vision appllcotions peuring into the Fed-
eral Communiecations Commission hop-
per, the agency s enforcing its “freeze”
policy of February 23, 1948, At that time
1t decided not to anct on any of the appli=-
gations untll eritleal material shortages
hnd eased.

Among the applications for new M
sfations were the followlng:

Commaodore Broadeasling, Ine., Duhuith,
Minn, Moaryland Broadcasting Company,
DBaltimore; Monumental Radio Company,

Baltimore; Plaza Court Broadeasting
Company, Oklahoma City; Southland In-
dustries, San  Antonie; Susguebhanma

Brondeasting Company, York, Pa; Tele-
grapi-Hervalid, Dubugue, Ia.) Westohester
Broadeasting Corporation, White Plains,
N. ¥.. Montgomery Broadcasting Com-=-
pany, donlgomery, Ala.; Evening News
Assoeiation, Detroit; Milwaukee Journal,
Milwaukee; Wylie B, Jones Adveriising

CBS Adds Eight

NEW YORK, Marchh 18,— Charles
Hartung, Stanley Davis, Louis Lebourgeois
Chapin Jr., Ronald Dawson, John Tyler
and Theodore Houston jolned CBS last
week ags assistant directors, John Tormey
and Rocca Tito were added to the new
llst of production supervisors.

SEP Vs, True Story

NEW YORK, March 1B—The Saturday
Evening Post may switeh from the Blus
Network to Mutual, as a result of net's
selling True Story mag the time imme-
dintely preceding the SEP program. Blue
had noe alternative as the Curtls map
uses only five minutes whereas True
Story baught 25 minutes,

'E - PETER VAN STEEDEN

= Musical Conductor of DUFFY'S TAVERN

- USES [T. Most h'E::- name Radio Con-
é ductors use this 3x5 VISUAL record of

song hits of over 100 publishers, plus ald
b favoritos,
'E of chorus.

&

Includes lead sheets and lyrics
Samples 'F'EE

TUNE-DEX

1619
Broadwey

NEW YORK 19

ESTABLISHED 1888
PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU, Inc.

166 Church 8t., New York 7, N.Y.
BArclay 7-5371

— ]
RN

Agency, Binghamton, N. Y., WGN, Inc,
Clhileago; York Emndmaumir Corporation,
Quiney, I, and WIBM, Tne., Jackson,
Mich,

New telpvision
have recently
followlng:

Havens & Martin, Inc, Richmond, Va.:
Bamberger Brﬂra{lcsﬁt!ng Service, Inc,
Waoshington and Philadelphin ( bW up-
plications), and Louls Wasmer, Ing,, Spo-
kana.

Dies Is Told
To Get Himself

An Air Sponsor

NEW YORK, March 18.~ILocal reaction
to Rep. Martln Dies's bhlast in Washing-
ton this week regarding networks and
commentators in general (but Blue and
Winchell in particular, tho not in so
many words) was “maybe he should get
& sponsoy,”

Dies was beeflng at the alleged refusal
of the Blue to perml!l him part of Win-
chell’s time for rebutial agalnst charges
made by WW. Another suggestlon put
forth was that Reps. Dies, Hollman, Ran-
Tin, among obther Winchell habers, huy
themselve: some time,

: However, the trade realizes that the

boys, falllng this, will probakly fall back
and mvestigate.

station applientions
been recelved from the

File Recordings of Shows
Still If’ed by FCC Pending
Further Net Squawks

AFRA TFiles Bru:*f To Protect Righits

— .

"WASHINGTON, March jﬂ. — Federal Communiecations Cominission
was this week glill undecided on what action it would take in foreing neis

to make recordings of

all broadcasts, altho the agency broadly implied

that it would seek some bﬂlllllﬂl] to the problem that would prevent hard-
ship to the smaller broadeasters and at the same time take into considera-
tion the eritieal man power and equipment shortages,

FCC proposed the new regulation some time ago, confending that it
was necessary in carrving cut its ghlipations under the communications act
which prohibits broadcast of any information on lotteries, as well as use

of ohscene or profane language. To

Bénny-Pall Mall
Deal Still Not
A Contract

NEW YORK, March 18-—Tack TDenny
dend with Pall Mall cigs is gtill not on
paper. Comie and George Washington
Hill, ecig czar, agreecd verbally, but put-
ting deal onto paper has thus far heen
handicapped by hair-splitting over de-
Lanlls.

Meanwhile, ancother cig maker, gne of
thae blp three, ls still pitehing for the
comic, Latter is reporied ready to give
Henny carte blanche.

Major dilference between Heuny and
i1 s eamle’s yen for one-way opllons.
With a three-year paet at $22,500 per
week plus B3,000 per weel for publlelty
and advertising to be disbursed by the
ex-vaudevilllan, RHill s nixing option
angle,

Benny wants out il the new series

doesn't click, while Hill doesn't want o
stoart unless his star will sticlk,

N.Y. Swoon Sereams Delayed

HNEW YORK, Mareh 18, — Local
"Swoonatra’ fans, bobby-sock and curly-
Ilock wvarletw, will hove to hang on to
their smelling salts and retaln  their
sfqueals a  trifle longer., The Valce,
skedded to open Tasterm alrings of
Vimms-CBES show here Wednesday (22),
wig fdetalned in Hollywood by pie. Bina-
tra will arrive In Manhattan Morch 20
or 29, with March 20 elher waving (no
pun intended) to have outlet here,

Possible Telephone Strike
Tests Radio Self-Sufficiency:
Remotes May Be Eliminated

Nation Eyes Chicago :

'y

CHICAGO, March 18—Developments in
the threatened atrike here of the Tlinois
Union of Telephone Workers are helnpg
watehed by radio execs in an effort to de-
tect moves that would alfect station and
nel operatlon, The union, which this
weelt voted to strilte provided an agree-
ment with the NLEB or the WLB can't be
reached within 30 days, has jurisdicilon
over 23.600 telephone technleians who
maintaln, Install and tezt felephone lines,

If a strike s called and the government
daoes not move in, stations would bhe un-
iwhle to have llnes installed for special-
events programs. Also, Hnes used in plek-
ups from dance remotes, for example,
would not be repaired if they ‘broke
down. Even nelwork programs carried on
lines thru Chi would be affected in-
directly.

The s{ations are notl too worrled about
the situatlon bat, just In ease, they are
plunning ways to protect themselves,
Main worry is network lines. If these
were to break it would, of course, be ensy
for net englneers here to have shows re-

rotited on auxiliary llnes passing thru
other citles. BEach time, however, a llne
broke and was not repalred, lhe web
position would become n blt more pre-
earious,

The statlons are I'L].Wh_'f_."b Teady should
linez from studios to main transmitiers
break down with na phone repairmen
avallapble, WMost of themn have suxillary
transmitters at the studiocs which would
ciurry shows to main bransmitters for re-
broadenst on the statlons' regular fre-
guency, WGN, for example, Dag an gux-
Mary short-weve Sransmitter for this
purpose, WBEBEM would use s TM sin-
tlon, WRBA-FM, to hroadeast to 1ts main
tranamltter on the outskirts of Chleago,
irom which programs would be alred on
long=-wave fregquencles, "

I4's in speecinl events and pick-ups [rom
hotals, danee halls, night elybs and gtock
and grain markets that the stations
might run Into trouble, as these remote
gof-ups need constant attention. No
technlclans could result in no remote
plek-upsa.

enforee this, 'CC declares, it is fre-
quently necessary fov the cominission to
know what was said on p particular pro-
grom,

At the time 1 announced the proposcd
rule, I'CC alficlals polnteq out that in
thie ease of newspapers, Lhe printed word
remained ps o permanent recard of whal
was saldl, where unless some recording
wis made, what was sald on a radio can-
not be definitely esfnblizhed.

The proposed rmile did not reguire sta-
tions to record loeal or non-web stull, as
to reguire recordinpgs of all locpl 2hofs
would Impose nn unbearable hacdshlp an
smaller stations.

Asks Rule for Big Nets Only

At the hearing this week, Philip Hen=
neasy, counsel for the soven Miehigan

- statlons maoking up the EKing-Trendle

Stote-wide web, appeared and avgued
briefly for i liberal rile, az man power
pnd  egquipment shortapes would work
hardships on many amall broadensters,
ne declared.

Hennessy, whose statlons gel Blue
shows, asked FPOC cliither fo st on the
Tuleg tmtil after man-power problems arg
zolved or else limit application of the
rTule to the large nets,

Hennessy <lescribed Tis appeal as a
“one-minute spol announcement,” and
declarcd that in the 1h-vear history of
the K-T network the only defamation
actlon ever brought apgalnst 16 arosec In
connection with the brondeast by one of
the IE-T stations of a Blue show,

The frond of PCCO thinking was re-
verled when Chalrman Jmmes L. Fly
pslied the E-T lawyer If In hvis opinion
regplonel or small State nets orviginatoedd
enovgh news and informetion programs
to warrant recording the broadcepsis,

Altho AFRA was not represented at the
ornl discuszlon Wednesday (15}, It sub-
mitited thru 8 eounzsel, Jafle & Jafla,
& statement npsking thal the mla clesrly
point out that the recordings be "used
Tor reference purposes only” and spectii-
¢olly not for re-hroadeast,

AFRA Asks for Mo Contract Violations

The APRA stobtement, whichh the ab-
torneys nsserted was filed in behalf of
the 16,000 active members, also direclhod
OO o mnake sure that the rule would
nol in any way violale any collective
bargalning agreements made with AFRA.

All of the major nets, NBC, OBS, Blue
andd Rutunl, fled r-:tnttamﬂn’cqr but none
fLppeared for oral arpument.

The propaosed rule, which would ¢on-
stitute Sectlon 3400 of the Communica-
tions Act, reads:

“I00. Requiremnenls jfor inaking anid
Preserving Recordings or Transcriptions
of Nelwork Progroms—Any  program
hroadeast over a regional or natlonal net-
worle shall be transcrihed by mesns of
an off-the-line recording by the station
at which the program otriginates, and the
transcription shall be retelned for one
venr. II the program itself is a tran-
scription, no other recording mecd be
made, hulb the transzeription sholl be re-
talined Tor one year™

PCC spokesmen sald the rule may be
acted upon early in the week,

PHOTOS —

i:lupcljil:c"lted in I I"_;|1.JE|I'IT“{E P —
as Yo dnals., Guar- —
ngrjend. vl'*-!g:.rutgu;i'n; wnrku?nr _2_5 $3.0f]
FAMES, SINATRA, DINAH 5“ 413
price list B, for other sizes, 100 6-6{]
cuantities,

MOSS PHOTO SERVICE

SHORE, MCA, CRA, RCA,
155 W. 46 Mew York City 19
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Three-Way Pick-Up

NEW YORK, March 18, — Jahn
MeDermott, ex-member of CBS
press department, has joined Dave
Alber flackery, . . . Edward Tom-
linson, Blue inter-American ad-
viser and analyst, doubles In brasa
as regular correspondent and edi-
torial adviser of Collier's meg. . . .
Tom Slater's This Is Fort Dirx via
WOR-Mutual, now o one-reel shart
by Columbia pic. .. . Allce Cornell
will slng, play and emsco new
Three-time weekly alrving via
WEAF. . . . Newest additlon to the
cast of The Goldbergs, CBE dally
dranmia, is Edith Herlick, Met Opera
mezzo-s50Drano, who will play Dora
Mayer, voealist, in specially created

role.
L & L

Met Opera will be aired while on
road for four shows by Teoxas com-
pany, flatter having angeled regular
season Saturday alrings fram hero. Boss
ton will hit the air with the show on
April 15 while Chicage airs samec April
22 and 29 and Cleveland May 6.

The three principal principals In “"Mr,
District Attorney," Jay Jostyn, Vicki
Vola and Len Doyle, have been given
new three-year contracts, . . . Altho
Peter Van Steeden loses *Duffy's"
when it goes to the Coast he picks up
the baton on a8 new summer replace=
ment series scheduled for NBG
Wednesday nights.

: ® * ®

Even if Norris Goff (Ahner), of
Lum 'n' Abner, enters the army,
the program will continue on the
alr with other rustic characters
brought Into the seript. , . . Mor-
ton Gould, CBS Carnival maestro,
hns been commissloned to wrlte a
serles of ballets for the 1944-"46
season of the Ballet Russe De
Monte Curlo, . . .J. Walter Thomp=-
son will get Fred Allen In guest ex-
change on Sinatra-Vimms show
for first New York bhroadcoast May
29, . , . Nan Wynn will be thse
warbler on Duffy's from Holly-
wood, . . . William and Mary
sketch, with Cornella Obis Skinner
and Roland Young, formerly on
the Dinerh Bhore serles, will alr on
Silver Theater April 16 as prelude
for ii8 own sponsor, . . . Earl Raobs-
inson will alternate with Lyn Mur-
Tay In composing origlnal music
for Columbie Presents Corwin. , . .,
Dick Mack, dhvector of the
Groucho Marx Blue Ribbon Town
program, which starts {is second
year Saturday night, has written
a song titled, Groucha ithe Swami,

& # o

Earle McCGill cutting audition waxes
based on Neal Hopkins's adaption of
the boock serles, ““Willlam Creen Hill"
and *Miss Minerva.” Chris Cross, of
Mutual press department, writing boal
on navy chaplains, recently did tome on
army air force chaplains, . . . Mrs,
Roberta Dutton, personne! direetar for
Mutual, off on Mexican vacation.
« « « Ed Herlihy and Irene Wicker
teamed In kiddie show at Gimbel's week
of April 10. . . . Mary Mathn Briney
and Maric Creen returm fto Owens-
Hiinois Glass program March 17 and 25
raspectively, . . . Southernalres booked
by NCAC for Eastman Kodak show Frl-
day, March 31. . . . ). E. Willls sucg=
ceeds Ted Grizzard as WLAP station
managecr.

L L] L]

Hal Huber, Hollywood thesp, has
acquired radlo rights to Agatha
Christle's Hercule Poirol, the
ITroggy dlek, and plans to turn
producer, Carl Eastman wlll stop-
watch. Huber has idea of transcrih-
Ing Poirot In Spanish for Bouth
Ameriea, . . Money-Go-Round,
with Fred Uttal and Benay Venuta,
spotted for 8aturday nlghts 97,
preems September 18, also on Blue,
- » « Adrienne Marden, doing South-
ern girl on Brave Tomorrow. , . .

=—=u

Ben Hyams back oo job at CES
alfter hospitalization {for seven
weeks,
% * '

joan Brooks, CBS thrush, was taken
ill last week and off the air just as
Collier's hit ncwsstands with big build-
up for her. . . « John H. Nerton |r,
stations relations manager for Blue,
back from four-week trip #o Texas
and Midwest. . . . Evelyn Varden men-
tioned as possibility to play rele of
mother in ‘"Our Town." . . . Byron
McGrath has left cast of “This Life Is
Mino'" for tha army. . . . Bob Crosby,
now 1-A, may net be aroupnd to plnch-
hit for Bing this summer. . « . Wyllis

.Coaper only scheduled to write first

four shows of
Eerics.

“"Hopkins Presents"
Other writers not assigned yet.

CHICAGO, March 18—~Maj. F. C,
Ehidel, NEC Chlcago engineer now
on leave wlth the army, Is with
the headguarters office of the Al-
lled Command in Britaln., . . .
Jimmlie James, WLE Natlonal Barn
Dancer, has been Inducted by the
army. . . . Marjorle Snyder, daugh-
ter of WLS'Ss general manager,
Glenn Bnyder, was matried last
week to Ple. Ned Maxwell, of Den-
ver. . . . Brandt Sisters, vocallsts
discovered hy MCA, on new WGN
show thrice weekly. . . . Paramount
plocture, The Navy Wait, will be
hypoed by sIx mnet programs and
10 local shows when It 15 pre-
miered at Great Lakes Naval
Tralning Stotion March 21,

4 * s

James L. Billings, former theater di-
ractor, 1§ new member of Blue's Central
Division production staff, . . . Flora
Campbell has Jolned cast of “Brave
Tomorrow,” NBC serial originating in
Chicago, . . . "Sheridan on Parade"
bows on WGN. Show will be broad-
coast from Fort Sheridan, 1., each Sat-
urday at 3:15 p.m. . . . Irving Bickler,
of the MBC Central Division sound ef-
fects department, on leave te do Radar
work ot Weitinghouse., . . . "Hello,
Sweatheart,” Blue show from Chicago,
will be broadcast over 123 statlons
(formerly on 3B outets). . . . Alex
Drefer has new show on WMAQ under
sponsarship of Schulz & Burch Biscuit
Company. . . . Donald Rass, san of
Capt, Norman Ross, former Chicago an-
nouncer, has boen commissioned a see-
ond lieutenant in the A. A. F.

PHILADELPHIA, March 18,
Benedlet Gimbel Jr., WIP prexy,
back after belng confined home
for several months with illness,
« , » Buth Weeles acdds two par-
ticipating sponsors for her EKYW
women's show in Herh-Ox Boulllan
Cubes and Hy-Trous Plant Food,
. « » The Unseen Aduviser (Dr. Ar-
thur Myers) starts his fifth year
of answering ethical and marital
problems on WIP for Dr. Shor,
local dentist, . . . Julian G, Pollock
Agency snags nd account of the
Automobile Banking COorparation
of Amerlca and its four personal
loan eompony subsidiaries, with
radio belng used in this area for
the four firms. . , . H. Benton
Gotwals, radio director at the A)
Prul Lefton ad ageney, inta the
army. . - . Leonard Valenta, WDAS
announcer, In process of being
screen~-tested by Paramount on
strength of Little Theater his-
trionics. | .. Erva Glles, one of the
first sopranos of the networks and
now WFIL musle director, has
chalked up 20 years of uninter-
Iupted service in radio. . . . Jack
Elsman back as & KYW englneer,
a medical discharge ifrom the
army, . . . Fred Knight and Earl
Carlisle, WIBG announcers, col-
laborating on a comlc strip about
radio helng marketed for news-
Ppaper syndication.

WATCH FOR

+ THE SWOON SONG -

ASSOCIATED COMPOSERS, INC.
265 West 54th S+, New York 19, M. Y.
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Letter Cinches KYOQO’s So. Pac. C]aiin

TULSA, Olkla, March 18—Clalms from all over the global froants have heen

comling In spasmodically about fighting

Yanks hearlng thelr home stations, MNet

reporters who have toured the battle areas have also come back with tales of

atations pleked up at distant points,

Statlon EVOO here, howover, has direct proof that it is selling the South
Pacific battle markets—a letter from Lt. Guy M. Anthony, whose father 15 an adver-

Liser on this percolator.
OVerseas,

His note puts this outlet among those definitely heard

Says Lt, Anthony: “It's the first time In two wvears that T've been in the
South Paclfie that I've heard Oklahoma on the alr, and it sounds good, Thought
you'd like to know you're selling all the way to New Giulnea."

Radio Reviews

“Wings Over New York”

Reviewed Monday, 9-9:30 p.m. Style
—Variety,  Sustaining over WNEW
(Mew York).

Strietly on the solid skde for every-
one concerned in thig army air force
show. Produced by the men In unl-
form at Mitchel Fleld on the outskirts
of Manhattan, Wings Over New York
is one of the few war shows that pro-
vides entertalnment for both civillan
and unlformed. Yet the program never
forgets its obligation to the war effort

The formula is nothlng unusual; it%
music, puest stars, humor, drama and §
WACQC recruiting plug, instead of the mid-
dle commerpial, What makes 1t ¢llek ls
1ta staft,

Post has a fine musical apgregatlon
that plays both pop and classical. Chief
Worrant Officer Elmer Reade batons the
Tull ¢ombo, 30-odd men, for background
musle, c¢lassleal numbers and march
tunes, Sergeant Lyle Dedrick, trumpet-
er In dance orks hefore donning the
khnkl, takes over for the pop musiec,
with a dozen men out of the full ork.

When o combo can play March of the
Gladiators, Granger's Couniry Gardens
and The Prelude to the Third Aect of
Lohengrin and sound true end good, then
It's something. And when the same ag-
gregations furnishes a <rew that can
hit the heam with a hot version of On
the Sunny Side of the Street, then its

Norman Corwin

Reviewed Tuesday, 10-10:30 pm.
Style—0Original script each week. Sus-
taining over WABC (New York) and
CBS.

When Corwin is good he is very, very
pood; when nie isn't, you're surprised.
So Iar no one has heen surprised.

Plcking up where he left off last year
when overwork—rememhber his series
from England and Transatlentic Call—
hit him low, Corwin's first two programs
were superb entertpinment. The first,
Movie Primer, in the same style as his

(See RADIO REVIEWS on page 20)

exceptional. These hoys are.

Same versatility is true of the rest of
the show, The dramatics are handled
by men and women in uniform and sta-
tloned at the fleld. Likewise, the script-
Ing ls done by guys from the barracks,

The same boys dig up the guest stars
And in recent weeks these have Included
Kittly Carlisle, Burl Ives and Milt
Oanlff, creator of Terry and The Pirates
comic strip.

Nothing pompous or flossy about this
show. Just stralght entertainment
larded with ammy dramae and humor
that Is pertinent and effective.

Capt. Frederick W. FPederson supers
vises production, Private Richard Pack,
ex-head of the WOR flackery, does the
seript and direction. Low Franlkel,

MORE RADIO NEWS AND REVIEWS ON PAGE 20
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Tunes IFrom Tyro
Songwriters Reach
Philly From Nation

PHILADELPHTIA, Muarch 18.—Altho in-
tended purely as a local=Interest show,
Joe Frasetio, musleal director of WIP,
is being forced io branch out with his
I Wrole a Song program. And he blames
it all on The Billboard, Weekly stanza
was originally intended to show-case the

compositions of loecal songwriters, TFra-
setto glving the tunes speclal arranpge-
ments, with his regular vocallst handling
the lyrics, Getting o pollshed performe-
anece;, a check recording is made of each
seleation, rnd composer s in fine form
to make the best impression on a pros-
pective musle publisher,

As a result of a news story In the March
4 ijssue of The Rillboard, which eet up
Frasetto as the patron saint of the local
tunesmliths, the stucdlo mpestro is heing
flooded with letters and manuseripts from
all parte of the country. All seck the
same consideration he glves {he lIocal
tunesmlths, and he is seriously consider-
ing spreading out, Letters aned manu-
scripts have poured in, a5 a result of
The Billboard story, at the rate of 25 a
day. Piece de resistance was a telephone
call from A Janlee Borne in Chicagao, ad-
vising Prasetto's secretary that she s
making a special trip to Philladelphia in
order to submit her manuscripts for the
I Wrote a Song ehow,

Frasetto, who also handles four Mutual
Network shows each weelk, Is serlously
considering using one of his net shots
for the songwriter's dream ehow.

Station WHAT Using B.B.
Pop Charts for Sunday Spin

PHILADELPHIA, March 18—WHAT i3
the second loecal gtation to eapitalize on
the Musie Popularity Charts of The Bill-
board. Statlon's part-time operations
have been Incrensed by adding the 7 to
10:156 am. period on Sunday morning.

This entire thme will be devoted to the
spinning of platters with selections hased
on various lists presented In The Bill-
board. Show will be ealled the 1340 Cluh,
stetlon's spot on the dial, with Joe Dillon
the disk jockey. Pop platters will be
almed at workers in the war plants. Sev-
eral weeks ago, ' Wayne Cody adopted The
Billboard lstlugs for his early morning
Start the Day Right platter show on WIP.,

Now in his second year

CGARRICK STAGE LOUNGE
Chicago, I,

o

e

i L e -

s A ml 2 o

- %5 T T ] v i

iR e oy -
"l i i A L7
T oL o 1 : ¥

HENRY "RED™ ALLEN

with

J. (. HIGGINBOTHAM

SEXTETTE

JOE GLASER

RCA Building, Radio City, New York
Phone Cirele 7-0862

D. C. Clears Up
Chi Decree on

Music Re Tax

CHICAGO, Mearrch 1B—Internal Reva-
nue Burean here recelved an offlelal
nofification this week irom Washington
as to the correct interpretation of the
new cabarel tax bill.

The government's ruling read, “Any
instrument {s instrumental muslc and no
cpbaret tax is due.

This ruling, however, only applies to
units or groups who do not play for
dancing and do not vocallze,

The reply was ln answer to the many
calls and Ingulries reccelved here at tho
IRB for an exact deflnitlon of what
type of music Is taxable. Anxlety among
the operators here wns caused DY & Inis=
understanding of the local IRB inter-
pretation of the “cabaret”™ delinltlon is-
sued the week before. Heporis from this
office stated that an instruthental group
primarily consisted of stringed Instru-
ments and was not taxable, providing
there were no vocals or dancing. How-
ever, I the group was & combination of
brass, reced ond strings (without vocals
or daneing) the spot would be subject
to the 30 per cent tax.

Washineton's reply offsets any previpus
local interpretations and clearly defines
the meanlng of the cabaret tax lssue.

WMCA-WNEW Scale
Upped to $36.25;
Hour Rate Adds $2

NEW YORK, March 18 —Agreements
befween WMCA and WHTW and Local
802, AFM, were reached thils week, with
& 1b per cent all-round upping In scale
for musicinns, Minlmum number of mu-
slcal employees, 13 at WMCA and 12 at
WHNEW, remealns unchanged.

The two-year contracts, which will be
submitted te the War Labor Board as
soon s signatures are afixed, contaln &
cost-of-living clause. Thls stipulation
permlis the loeal o reopen negotlations
at any time government figures indicate
an Inflatlonary living cost ralse.

Steadily employed musielans' scales
wera upped from 875 to #8625 for four
hours playlng within elght, six days a
week. Single up to one-hour engage-
ments will pay $16. A $14 price pravalled
last year. Besslons from 156 to 30 minutes
are upped from 810 to $12. Rehearsal
fee of #6 per hour remains the sume as
heretofore.

Martin Block Orig
Introduced By
WOV’s Courtney

NEW YORE, March 18—Martin Block,
ace WHEW diskt Jockey who s also &
musiec pub, had one of his latest re-
leases, Mirroy, Mirror on the Wall, Intro-
duced ower Alan Courtney's program.
Block doubted whether Courtney, WOV's
disk jockey, realized it, but Pearl Balley
dld the Mirror solo with Sidney Catlett's
bamd when she guested with Courtney
last weelc

Mirror, composed by Jeanne Burns, and
Sad Eyes, also by Miss Burns, the latter
with lyrics by Bonnle Lake, have just
been released by Block's publlshing com-
pany.

Denny DBeckner recorded Mirror for
Savoy Recards, and Phil Brite waxed
Sad Eyves for Wusleralt, Van Alexander
made the stock orchestrations.

Platter Patters
Get $50 a Week

NEW YORK, March 18—Conlract be-
tween the AFM and the networks, cov-
ering record spinners at webh-owned and
aperated outlets, was slgned this week.
It s a three-year pact ealling for £50
per week the first year and $10 sten-
ups each of the succeeding years, Deal
culls for n five-doy, 40-hour week, and
also contilns a cost-of-living clause.

More $8 But No More Jobs;
Webs and 802 Set Pact for
All Net Musical Departments

New Scale Serapes Top of Little Steel Formula

NEW YORK, March 18 —After the networks and Local 802, AFTM,

eliminated (he controversy relative

to the numhber of musiciang to be

steadlly employed C(housemen), negotiations for a new contract went
smoothly, Agreement, to be signed this week, will be retroactive to Feb-
ruary 1, 1944, ard will run to February 1, 1947,

The webs had held out for a reduction of the number of housemen,
CBS, NBC and the Blue asking that the minimums be cut from 65 to 50.
Deadlock was broken by the local’s counterproposal for an increase. In
the wind-up, nets agreed to engage the same number of musicians em-

ployved for the past three years.
with 65 men each, and Mutual with 40,

The unlon won almost every other
demand. Wage inecreanses to the full ex-
tent of the Little Steel Formula were
established. In additlon, the musical
org obtalned jurisdiction over net library
staffers for the first time.

A cost-of-living clause iz part of the
new  agreement, Under previous pact, a
gimilar ec.~-of-=1. stipulation pald off.

Classifiled breakdown of contract fol-
lows:

COMMERCIAL housemen will recelve
%165 for five hours within elght, five days

‘o week, a $15 boost over previous BRIRTY.

Musicians undér contract, who put in
four within elght hours, five days a week,
will be pald $13226, #T725 more than
before. BSingle commerclal engagements
of 80 minutes or less have been raiscd
from &14 to $18. Rehearsal rate of 86
per hour or less remains unchanged.

SUSTAINING housemen playing flve
houra within elght, five days a week, will
be upped #6.60, bringing thelr basle
scale to $126.60. Bilnple sustaining shots
up te 40 minutes have been upped from
#12 to §14. Rehenrsal price of 6 for an
hour or less is unchanged,

House Arrangers Get $132.50

Houst arrangers will recelve #$132.50
for either commerclal or sustaining work,
Proviously there were two scales, $130
for sustaining and $130 for commerclal,
Of the 14 arrangers on contract in the
New York net stations, 11 were paid the
lower scale.

Plecework rates for arrangers and
copylsts, which the War Labor Board does

CRS, NBC and the Blue will continue

— — . —_—
——

Lina Romay Leaves

Cugat for MGM;
No Pic for Year

NEW YORE, March 18 —Lina Romay,
who has heen with Xavler Cugat’s ork
{or mora then three vears, will leave
ahout May 1 for Hollywood, where she
is under contract to MGM.

Recently sipned to a sevensyear con-
tract, Miss Romay will not make & plo
for a year, during which time she will
be given a bulld-up and groomed for
starring roles,

She has alveady mode & number of
pictures In which' the Cugit ork ap-
peared, but this will be her first solo
venture,

—_— ir—— sy

not control, have beon completely re-
vised, The new scales Torr thls branch
of the bhiz have been increased as much
as 100 per cent,

Library chlefs and thelr assistants will
receive o 15 per cent inerease on thelr
8160 and #7656 salories, Other stalfers In
the libraries, cutslde the unlon's jurls-
dietlon until this yenr, are mow scaled
at B850 a weoek

Weges of housemien under contrack
were ralsed periodleally during the term
of the last agreement, New increases,
however, are still within the Little Steal
Formula.

With the AFM taking over the dlsk
spinners and seitlug thelr wage gpeales,
as reported In another column of The
Billboard thls week, and Local 802 con-
trolling net musle Ubrarian staflera, the
unlon’s musleal hold on webs has heen
definitely strengthened In this year's ne-
gotlations,

Sensafion of the Nation

of
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MGM OPENS PIX TO TUNES

Mayer Said TO.Have Fingered
Robbins; Raphael Will Hear
New Songs From All Pubs

Lack of MGM Hit Pix Tunes Removes Padlock
From Door :

NEW YORE, March 18.—Shortly afteor
Louls B, Mayer flew inta town rocently,
the fenthers started flying in the MGM-
affiliated Big.Three musie set-up. Talk
in the frade has it that the plec head
was Irked that no hits have been de-
velopod by the Robbins musle pub trio
from MGM plx for some time.

How far Meyver went in the matter is
naot known, but hot on the trail of his
return to the Coast eame the announce-
ment that from here on in MGM will
ook at all new music Ior pic materinl,
Fred Raphael, musle sypchronlzation
buyer for MGM, will head a new depart-
ment where the musien! output of all
pubs will be sereened [or possible hlts,

When Raphae]l finds p song he thinks
has ple potentialities It will be recorded
with vecals here, and the disk shipped to
Louis K. Sidney on the Coast. MOGM
belleves the plan will help It ¢ream the
enfbire product of the musle writlng in-
dustry.

Music pubs without pic affillntion find
It almost Impossible to place thelr songs
In Hollywood procductions, Sheet musle
gent o the sludios hns usually gotten
lost In the shuffle. Shaplro-Bernstein,
for Instance, outstanding pulby, hps never
had a new song In & pleytho they've
publisheq many nhilts,

A Solo Job for Raphael

Raphael Intends 0 single-handedly go
thru the sheafs of musle, cull ng. stuff,
round up musicians ancd vocalists, rent
a studlo and supervise the waxlngs. He
Teels that If one out of every 20 dlsks
cligk with the pix heads and the song
is & it In a ple, 1t will be a pay-off.

No set bands or singers will be used,
but pick-up groups will be Thired as
needed, No set Tormula or contract will
be drawn with publishers and authors
for the use of songs which find a plnce
in & ple. Pollcy to be followed is one
whereby each song |5 nepotlated for and
@& deanl made.

MGM 1s convinced that pubs will wel-
come the opportunity of having their
output considered for ple use. It expecls
a [lood of entrles for its song sweep-
stakes from fthe concerns, It will even
violate usual pixism and consider un-
published <composers, Thoey're sticking
their necks out and saying they'll take

YOWLL LIKE THESE SONGS
WORDE AND MUSBIC BY JOHN B, MOORE
“When It's Blossom Time In Old Coroling'”
{Thema Sang of Fitzpalrick's Travalielk Picturs
af N. 0., Released by M-G-M); “A Throne foe
Love,"” “Wlctory," “|'m Headin' Back South,' .
“"Only m Rose From Heaven," oWherp o
Hoart te Calling," “A Soldier's Dream," " Boblps
and Roses."" "'Memariag of Lthe Old Buggy Days.'"

JOHN B, MOORE MUSIC (0.

107 Valloy River Ave., Murphy, N, ©,

o

d look ab every song submitted.

Two numbers have been chosen for res
cording. One has been waxed by Decca,
but 1s not skedded for release for sev-
eéral months. 'The other has just been
published with little or no attentlon.

Aecording to Raphnel, the plan has
the sanection of J. Rohert Rubln and
Ionis K. Sidney, as well as Mayer, all
of whom belleve it will pay off.

Toscanini Waves

Bond Baton With
NBC Symp April 18

NEW YORK, March 18—NBC Sym-
phony Orchestra, under direetion of
Avturo Toscunind, plays a pep symph
concert ab Carnegle Haoll Aprll 18 for a

hond emncert sponsored by Local 802,
AFM,

The musieinns' unlon local hins a cam-
paign on to ridse $4,000.000 in bhond sales
by lts members to be earmarked for the
purchase of two Liberty Ships and two
Flying Fortresses.

Admish to the conecert ls by the pur-
chitse of §50 to $5.,000 in War Bonds. A
box of eight 15 offered at the hargain
rate of £35000 In honds, Tleckets and

bonds may be had at the U, S. Treasury
office in the RKO Bullding,

Musician Back From Front
With 162 Wounds Loses

Instruments in Fire

Red Cross Plasma Saves His Life

MILWAUKEE, March 18. — Conrad
Hoppe, belleved to be the only para-
trooper of Local 8, Milwaukee Musicians'
Assoclation, recently returned to Mil-
waukes, The return of Hoppe, solld
drummer, terminates a thrilllng story
beginning with a parachute jump into
enemy territory, nud eclimaxed with a
mirpculous recovery from wounds with
the ald of Hed Cross bloocd plosma,
Hoppe is certaln thet if it had not been
for the five transfusions of plasma thet
restored strengih fo hils shattered body,
he would not be back in a band todhy.

Hoppe recelved his medical dischurge
with rating of master sergeant, and was
decorated with the Distingulsheq Service
Medal, Silver Stor and the Purple Henrt,

In 1042 Hoppe puf his stlcks and
hides aslde and spent two weeks in the
band at Fort Sheridan prier {o request-
ing transfer to n combat unit. Assigned
to the paralroops, he recelved six months'
trainlng, Including 25 jumps.

Two Jumps on Enemy Soil

I1e served 10 months in the African
theater of operatlons, making two jumps
on forelgn soll, the second nearly cosb-
ing his hiie. When an enemy ammuni-
tion dump had to bhe destroyed, Hoppe
valunteered for the job, and made the
Jump Into strongly held enemy tervitory,
His misslon was accomplished, but he
wis riddled by shrapnel in the terrific
cxplosion. TYor five days his battered,
Dleeding body lay in the field. Then
he was dlscoverod hy Australian troops
and carrled to a field hosplital, where
blood plasma was Injected Into his velns,
In all, Hoppe recelved five transiuslons.

Ballrooms Okay in Midwest;
Nix Name Orks Week-Ends:;
Nitery Tax Means Hoof $$

Territory Faves Tough for Visiting Tooters

DES MOINES, March 18, — Box offico
tills are clicking a merry gate in Midwest
ballrooms, with little evidenee thot Joe
and his gal here have forsaken dance
floors for niterles.

Reports from ballroom ops in Missourt,
Iowa, Nebraska, Bouth Dakota, and
Ilinois indieate business was up from
10 to 25 per cent last year, with some
cutting into the lush money st the rate
of 50 per cent over 1042,

A check of leading ballrooms failed
to disclose any curtailing with big o8,
Carl Fox, of Minneapolis; Larty Gear,
Fort Dodpe; Tom Archer, Des Moines,
running the same number of nights as
previously, with Plaumor, Kansas City,
Mo., adding a night.

Cals and Oldies Mean Increased Coin

Many gals now turn out in addition to
older couples, which accounts for in-
crease in business. In Town, operators
at Marshallfown, Cedar Rapids, Davenport
and Dubuque, confirmed the trend re-
narted hy larger ops. :

One boon to week-end biz has heen the
tremd toward YOld-Time Dances,” which
have attalned a remarkable pull nt some
locattons, Small towns frequently have
maore old-timera out than the population
of the community. A erowd of 2,000 is
not unusual, with spots reporting from
1,200 to 1,500 attendance with “over 30"
couples, .

Name Bands Still Make the Rounds

Name bands have not forsaken the Mid-
west terrliory, as according to some re-
Prorts, altho they have run into stiff com-
petiton with territory faves on weck-end
nights,

Top-moncy bandes playing Nebraska,
Missourl, Iows and South Dakota recently
Included Glen Gray, d"rankie Masters,
Woody Herman, Louls Armstrong, Bob
Ohester, Les Brown, Tomuny Tucker, Andy
Kirk and Noble Slssel, That's an ex-
ample of what the operators are gtill
getting,

Operators are reluctant to book top
lanes, however, on week-ends, especially
Saturday nights, when they can have full
houses with territory bands. Simple
arithmetic showa, 1t s pointed out, that
on operator can malke more money on o
territory band costing from $150 to $200,
with 2000 customers, than he can pay-
Ing #1500 and percentage to a nome
hand, and a geate of 2,600 to 3,000, Name
hands, nevertheless, are bought for pres-
tige,

Operators alzo look upon the new fed-
eral tax increase as favorable to the ball-
rooms in view of the 30 per cent levy on
cabaret buslness, Danpceries figure that
Joe Dancer will prefer an covening of
hoofing at a normal price Instead of
taking his gal to a nitery and laying out
hils lettuce on a lot of drinks,

Commenting on thls, Hoppe sald: “If
the [olks at home really knew whal a
godsend to the wounded Dblood plasma
can  be, the Red Cross blood-d