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Among those present at the annual trade show and convention of Coin Machine Industries, Inc., this week is

chirp Fran Warren, currently being given the build-up treatment by RCA Victor, Fran, who has been around with a

number of bands, most recent with Claude Thornhill, has “Why Is 1t?"" backed by ‘‘Joe’ getting quite a wax
whirl as her first single release on the Victor label. The William Morris Agency is booking la Warren, with NBC

said to be interested in joining the campaign, Personal manager is Barbara Bell.
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and His Royal Canadians

Latest DI ECCA Releases
DOWN BY THE STATION

backed by

SWEET GEORGIA BROWN

® Decca 245355

RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADIES

bocked by

EVERYWHERE .YOU 60

o Decea 245149
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The World's Foremos: Amusement Weekly

January 22, 1949

FEM GAZERS TAKE OVER TV

Big New Fair
Set at Ottawa

Plenty of Acts

Makes Bow May 30

OTTAWA, Jan. 15—A new annual
of maloer proportions will be stagen
here May 30 thru June 4 by the Cen-
tral Canada Exhibition Association
(CCEA), H. H. McElroy, general
manager, announced this week, fol-

lowing approval by the board of di- |

rectors. The new event, which will
be billed as a spring fair, will be
geared to approach in magnitude the
famed Fall Exhibition which in the
Dominion is second only to the Ca-

gnadian National Exhibition (CNE),

Toronto, in size.

Heavy emphasis will be placed on
entertainment to assure the success
of the initial try, McElroy said., Pat-

(See New Annual on page 33)

One Big Union?|

They Want It,

But Can’t Agree

| than four months to go in the an-

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The first of
a series of merger meetings aimed at
forming one big union for all per-
formers ended in disagreement be-
tween the exponents of two different
plans this week.

The American Federation of Radio
Artists (AFRA), together with the

(See One Big Union on page 24)

U.S.MayOpen
Way to Collect

Fees for Pix

Suit Brings Disclosure

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The Ameri-
can Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers' (ASCAP) toppers,
many of whom feel that the society’s
most feasible solution of the Leibell
decision and its troubles may lie in
an amendment of the Consent Decree
of 1941, learned vesterday (14) that
the government is now considering
such a course,

The news came out of the dismissal
by Federal Judge H. W. Goddard, of
an application by Abner Greenberg,
‘lawyer and writer - member

gree be

(New ASCAP Consent on page 17)

of
ASCAP, asking that the Consent De-
amended so that the “due
-ﬂt" provision be eliminated. (The

stipulates that member votes
in the election of board officials be

April 17, 1864

Trib’s

MRS. W. H. DONALDSCN

January 12, 1949

Barnes Is No. 1

Stem Seers Race at Three-
Quarter Mark; Coleman No. 2

BB Tab Scores It That Way—Here's Why

NEW YORK, Jan., 15.—With less

nual Stemn race for critical legit ac-
curacy honors (The Billboard clocks
a legit season from May 1 to the
following April 30), a check-up of
the current form of the New York

drama pundits is in order., As of
Saturday (8) a pre-h: ~=-stretch
tabulation shows The Herald Trib-

une's aisle expert, Howard Barnes,

leading the field with an average of
85.2 per cent, a two-point lead over
the current second-placer, Roberl
Coleman (Mirror). This is a terrific
switch from last vear's finish, when
Barnes broke the tape in sixth slot
and Coleman wound up third.

Last Saturday set a mark-up of 43
production arrivals on the Stem, not
counting those with fixed or limited

(See Trib's Barnes on page 28)

New ASCAP Consent Decree Due?

Proposish Aired
For Radio-Video
‘Academy Award’

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—A proposal
which could conceivably lead to a
radio counterpart of the motion pie-
ture industry’s Academy Award sys-
tem was presented to the New York
Radio and Television Critics' Circle
(RTCC) this week by the Radio Ex-
ecutives Club (REC). The Circle will
discuss the proposition at its forth-
coming February meeting.

As outlined by Carl Haverlin, REC
president, the Circle would make an-
nual nominations in radio and video,
on virtually any basis it felt war-
ranted—either to a program or pro-
grams, or to outstanding figures in
either field. These nominations would
then be voted on by the 800 REC
members, who, together represent a
cross-section of radio-TV, both in
New York and elsewhere. This is a
parallel to the industry-wide voting
system used by the Hellywood acad-
emy.

The REC proposish was made after
thiz week's meeting at which the

(See Proposish Aired on page 10)

Outdoor Field,
Too, Cops Seat

For In augurat’n

WASHINGTON, Jan, 15.—In addi-
tion to the great line-up of indoor
talent skedded to appear (The Bill-
board, January 15), outdoor show
business will be well represented at
President Truman’s inaugural cere-
monies, which open Monday (17) and
run thru Thursday (20).

A contract to furnish a firewprks
display Wednesday and Thursday
night (19-20) was signed this week
by the Thearle-Duffield Fireworks
Company, Chicago, and previously,
Melvin Hildreth, general chairman of
the inauguration ceremonies and past
president of the Circus Fans' Asso-

ciation, anngunced the Cole Bros.'
Circus calliope would be in the in-
auguration day procession Wednes-
day (19). Too, officials said 15,000 of
the anticipated spectators will sit on
bleacher seats borrowed from Ring-
ling Bros, and Barnum & Bailey.

“This will mark the first time in
years that fireworks have been used

(See Truman Opry on page 33)

Hooper Finds
Distatf Oglers

Now Dominate

Reason: Fewer Sports Shows

NEW YOREK, Jan. 15. — Women's
interest in television programs is in-
creasing consistently, and has been
since the middle of 1948, according
to data gathered by C. E. Hooper,
Inc. In the spring of "48, men out=-
numbered women as viewers in
homes. The reverse is now true.

Three typical examples of the audi-
once composition of leading TV shows
cshow a parallel gain. In June, Ama-
teur Hour had 1.71 average women
viewers and 1.79 men. For December
the figures are 2.4 (women) and 2.04
(See Fem Gazers in Tele on page 10)

Congress Gets

Bill To Repeal
20% Gate Tax

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—The first
sign that Congress has perked up its
ears at the willingness of Secretary
of the Treasury John Snyder to dis-
cuss the possibility of the govern-
ment's getting out of the excise field,
camaza this week as Rep. R. R. Haven=-
ner (D. Calif.) introduced a measure
for complete repeal of the 20 per cent
federal tax on admissions and cab-
arets.

Havenner explained that hig bill
(See Congress Gets on page 24)

2 Actsin 2 Rooms I
Of Same Club Go
On2TV’s,2B.R.s

DETROIT, Jan. 15.—Club EBEali
probably will be the first cafe to tie
in with two different television sta=
tions, each presenting one of the
club’s featured attractions for a dif-
ferent sponsor,

George Scotti, pantomimist, who
has been at the Bali for two years
as featured attraction, will work for
the Packard Motor Company on
WWJI-TV, where he has had a sus-
taining show for several months.
~ The Leonard Stanley Trio, featured
in the Zebra Room, upstairs room of
the Bali (which is the only place in
town offering entertainment in two
rooms) will open on WIBK-TV Feb-
ruary 15, under Cadillaec sponsorship.

The uniquc angle is that the per-
formers, competing for a following
in the same night club, will be under
opposition gponsors in the better car
field.

The situation was engineered
largely by Eddie Marx, manager of
the Bali and a former publisher of
Detroit Nite Life. The promotional

angle for the club Is thatl car dealers
in both sponsor groups will be carry-
ing window cards and otherwise
plugging their sponsored artists on
video—and prominently mentioning
the Club Bali connection, of course.
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Showbiz All 0

Even Big Top
Gets Into Act,
Lending Seats

Orks, Stars, TV All Help

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Next
week's mammoth inaugural celebra-
tion is show business from start to
finish, encompassing every aspect and
angle of the entertainment world
from the piano-thumping President
Harry Truman and his wvocalizing
daughter, Margaret, on thru the ranks
of stage, screen, radio, television, con-
cert hall, night clubs and circuses.

Under the guiding hand of the
country’s No. 1 circus fan, inaugural
committee Chairman Melvin D. Hil-
dreth, the list of the enterfainment
world's contributions to the inaugu-
ration lhas reached a point unparal-
leled in Washington history.

Circus Seats

Everyithing requested from show
business by Hildreth has been
promptly fortheoming, including such
heterogeneous items as thousands of
bleacher seats from Ringling Bros.,
blanket musiec clearances from the

(See Showbiz All Out on page 21)

Rube Yocum Granted Patent
On Translucent Ice Rink

PHILADELPHIA, Jan, 15.—Rube
J. Yocum, of Lamb and Yocum, who
have had their ice revue at the Ben
Franklin Hotel here for the last six
vears without a break, has been
granted basic patent No. 2457619 on
a translucent ice rink,

The new rink, Yocum eclaims, per-
mits vari-colored lights to be played
upon the performers from under the
surface of the ice, thus producing
color and flash not attained in the
average ice rink, The illuminated ice
will be available to any size rink,
Yocum says.

Yocum built and designed one of
of the first direct-expansion pnrtahle
ice rinks which aided in making tank
icers popular,
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No. 1 On the Honor Roll of Hils

A LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME
Sheet Music Sélier

BUTTONS AND BOWS

Na. 1
No. 1

No. I Duk via Dealer Sales

Capilol 15243
No. 1 Best Selivmng Retail Folk Record

Na. 1
No. 1

No. 1 Sheet Music Seller in England

BUTTONS AND BOWS

NUMBER ONE
ACROSS THE MUSIC-DISK BOARD

Most Ployed on Disk Jockey Shouws
A LITTLE BIHD TOLD ME, E. Knighi-The Siardusiers, Decca 24514 ’

A LITILE BIRD TOLD ME, E. Enight-The Stardusters. Decca 24514
No. 1 Dusk in the Nation's Juke Boxes

A LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME, E. Knight-The Stardusters, Decca 24514
No. 1 Most Played Juke Boxr Falk Record

I LOYE YOU SO MUCH IT HURTS. J. Wakely and Cowboy Band.

ONE HAS MY NAME, Jimmy Wakely. Capite] 15162 |
Most Played Juke Box Race Record

BEWILDERED. Red Miller Trlo, Bullet 295
Best Selling Retoil Race Réoord

CHICKEN SHACK BOOGIE, A. Milbum, Aladdin 3014

Leading albums, classical disks, English and Canadian sheet sellers and full score on all
music-disk popularity in Music Popularity Charts, pages 28 toe 50 in Juke Box Supplemsent.

BILLEOARD

BACKSTAGE

This is about reporters. Like every
other racket, newspapering has a
flock of good guys and a handful of
what the music boys like to call
schmoe types. Jack Gould, of the
Times: Joe Kaselow, of the Trib, and
our own Paul Ackerman, to name
just a few, work their feet flat to
learn all the facts, the:i think about
what they're going to write and in-
variably turn out an objective, honest
hunk of reporting,

Then there is the other tvpe, part
of the handful. These guys would
rather turn a neat phrase than be
factually correct. They are 50 over-
whelmed by their ability to put a
series of words together to make a
sentence that they lose sight com-
pletely of such unimportant elemenls
as truth and accuracy. The official
introduction recently of the Columbia
33 1/3-r.p.m. seven-incher and RCA
Victor's 45-r.p.m. player and record
proved a Bacchanalian revel day for

About the “Look-W hat-I-Can
Do-With-My-T y pewriter” Guys

By Joe Csida

a couple of these clever wrilers. By
sheer coincidence the two best ex-
amples we found were stafl members
of The New York Post. (Let us hasten
to insert that The Post has a lot of
good men, including our alumnus,
Paul Denis, a conscientious, hard-
warking newspaperman.) On Tues-
day (11) a Post reporter named Loy
Warwick did a piece on the new rec-
ords, The lead was typically clever:
“Seething optimism among manufac-
turers of suicide nets and popular-
priced straight-jackets (gicl) was
traced today to the disturbing cir-
cumstance that in the near fulure any
sincere phonograph record collector
will have top own no lesg than three
different types of turntables.” And
having thus demonstrated the cute
things Warwick can do with his
little Remington, he (or she—we can™
tell by the name) goes on to say: . ..
A man with a 78 {(machine) at home
(See Billboard Backstage on page 21)

Tax Planning . . . No. 5 in a Series:

=

Lose Dough on Your Car, Farm

Or Circus? May Be Deductible

By Lewis C. Lebish

New York CPA and Auorney

In this final article the writer dis-
cusses special situations which affect
income tax returns, as well as certain
important recent happenings in show
business which have a tax angle.

I have tried to impress the reader
with the importance of getting advice
before entering into any major ven-
tures. However, there are also situa-
tions that arise every day that you
would not consider a major problem.
In some instances you may find that
it would have been worth your while
to consult someone before doing
something that you thought was the
sensible thing to do.

Let me give you an example of
what happens when you liquidate a
corporation and the corporation has
assets. If the corporation sells these
assets and realizes income, the in-
come from the sale of these assets is
taxable to the corporation. If it then
distributes fhe cash realized to the
stockholders, the stockholders then
have to pay a tax on the difference
between their original investment

and the amount of cash realized on
the liquidation of assets. In this man-
ner two taxes are paid. For tax sav-
ings the procedure should have been
to distribute the assets in kind pro-
portionately to the stockholders, and
let the stockholders sell the assels
themselves, thereby avoiding one tax.
The only tax then to be paid would be
the tax on the difference between the
stockholders’ original investment and
the cash realized on the sale of the
assets.

There is another situation that
crops up quite frequently which has
to do with the sale of personal items.
or your home, etc., the gain on the
E{a:edaslnapitnllnln.ﬂthﬂ‘tl&l
a loss it is considered a
loss which is not deductible.

own which are personal in na
such as a car or home, may be
sidered business property. For

ample, a musician may own a home |

J}:l-n: ."a;Ij': ed ines |
BandLeaders,Note! |

There are several very im- -

a2 = e i -
- il
- — e 3

- .

th

¥
g r

portant tax matters which must

be altended to before January

dl. This is the date for the
fourth quarterly return of So-
cial Security and withholding

taxes. This is also the due date

for the Hfling of withholding
statements for each employee.
These Formm W-2"s must be pre-
pared in triplicate and one nnpi
is filed with the government an
the other two must be mailed to
the emplovees.

In addition to the filing of the
W-2 statements for each em=-
ployee with the government, a
summary statement must be
prepared showing the toftal
amount of income taxes with-
held and paid to the govern-
ment each guarter during the
yvear. This totlal of withholding
taxes must agree with the
total withholding taxes shown
on - the W-2's filed for each
employves,

There is one other tax return
that must be filed by January
31. This s the Federal unem-
ployment insurance retfurn
which taxes the emplover for 3
per cent of his total pay rall for
the vear. There is allowed as a
credit against this 3 per cent
tax the amounts paid in to the
State Unemployment Insurjnce
Fund. The balance of t* /tax
does not have to be paid in a
lump sum, but can be paid in
quarterly installments. »

In view of the fact that most
band leaders are not considered
employers for New York State
unemployment insurance pur-
poses, band leaders whose head-
guarters are in New York will
uridoubtedly have to pay the full
3 per cent tax without any eredit
for State unemployment taxes
paid, due to the fact that they
pay nothing into the State un-

employment fund during the
year,
Mr. Lebish has repeatedly

warned his clients in the band
business to deposit the income
taxes withheld from their side-
men each week, and also 1 per
cent Soclal Security tax that
they collect. In addition he re-
quests that they it the 1
per cent employers’ lability for
Social Security and the 3 |
cent for Federal unemployment

3

insu:nnci&.’i As an ex ﬁ:
the total sidemen’s s
the week amount ta $2,000, the.

1 per cent Social Security col-
lected from the employees

would amount to $20. The band
leader would deposit five times
that amount, or $100, which is
i B
tax ;
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“Stop Music” Suit
Settled for 4%:G

NEW YORK, Jan. 15. — The
$100,000 breach of contract suit filed
recently by ork leader Blue Barron
against Murk Goodson, producer of
Stop the Music, was settled out of
court this week. Settlement was for
$4,500.

Barron had claimed that he was
due a partnership interest in the suc-
cessful musical quiz show, since his
orchestra had participated in audi-
tions of a previous Goodson program,
Muystery Melodies.

Fly, Fitts and Shubruk represented
Barron; Mendes and Mount were
counsel for Goodson. Trial was to
have begun Wednesday (12).

Morgan, NBC
Ponder Pkeg.

- NEW YORK, Jan. 15. — National
Proadcasting Company (NBC) is try-
ing to work out a8 new comedy pro-
sram format to star Henry Morgan,
currently off the air. A terrific pitch
in Morgan’s behalf is said to have
been made by Fred Allen, with the
networlk now really hot for Morgan
in an NBC-owned package.

The web is determined, it is said,
to use Morgan only in 2 new format,
on the theory that the sivle he's used
in his previous half-hour sessions
hasn't proved commercially sound.
NBC isn't at all clear where to spot
Morgan if a deal is worked out. Who
Said That? is clicking too well, the
webh feels. to be moved out of the
10:30 Sunday night spot, which means
that the new Dean Martin-Jerry
Lewis show will probably go to 8:30.
That -leaves only the 10:30 p.m. Mon-
day time open, and NBC is content
with its package, Radio City Play-
howse, in this spot, show currently
petting a 10 Hooperating.

Book Pubber Wise,
ABC Ink Jordan Pact

NEW YORK, Jan., 15—Book pub-
lisher William Wise signed late this
week with the American Broadcast-
ing Company (ABC) to bankroll the
Jane Jordan domestic science pro-
gram over 120 of the web's stations,
starting January 24, The program,
which is owned by Wise, has been
airing for about a year on numerous
stations thruout the country on a spot
sales basis, with WOR as a New York
outlet. The latter's show tentatively
is skedded to continue, even tho
- WJZ also will air the program, which
{eatures home economist Jane Jordan,
with announcer Sidney, Walton,

The gram will be placed in the
11:15 a.m. slot across the board and
will plug mail orders of Wise books.
The business was placed thru the
Thwing & Altman Agency.

“Winner’ May Return

" As Half-Hr. Package

~_NEW YORK, Jan. 15, — Winner
" Take All, the Columbia Broadcasting
System (CBS) sustainer which was
withdrawn from the air several weeks
has five sponsors hot on its
The program may "be sold as
a five times a week half-hour
ime package or a weekly night-
' which would have two
srs paying the freight for two

L -
;i
Ao
E il
cithe)
~ time show

- B

s

g-to-back quarter hours.

| Winner is also a CBS-TV package
0 Wednesday evenings,

Swezey Follows
Weberas Veepee

At WDSU, N. O.

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Bob Swezey,
who recently resigned as vice-presi-
dent and general manager of the

Mutual Broadcasting System (MBS)
! will become vice-president of WDSU
| and WDSU-TV, New Orleans, Febru-
| ary 1. He will succeed Fred Weber in
| that post, Weber having resigned
after having sold his minority in-
terest three months ago in the sale of
the New Orleans property. WDSU
recently put its TV adjunct on the
ajr.

There is & touch of irony iIin
Swezey's moving to New Orleans, for
in so doing, he becomes the second
MBS general manager to join WDSU.

Weber, himself a one-time general
manager of Mutual, was a pivotal
figure in putting that network to-
gether in its early days. Weber told
The Billboard last week that he plans
to re-invest in some other radio-TV
interests.

Truman Speaks

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—There's a
strong likelihood that President Tru-
man may be the No. 1 speaker atl the
forthcoming convention of the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasiers
(NAB) convention, it was authorita-
tively reported this week., No defi-

nite assurance, or refusal, has been
given the association as yet. The an-
nual confab is scheduled for April in
Chicago.

Another possibility may be Gen.
Dwight Eisenhower, now president of

At NAB Confab?

Columbia University.

How About Mint?

NEW YOREK, Jan. 15—The
story around town this week was
that the Columbia Broadcasting
System (CBS) is trying to buy
out the Bureau of Internal Rev-
enue on a capital gains deal. It
couldn’t be confirmed.

Gen.Mills, P.&G.
Two Top ABC

BR’s, Third Year

NEW YOREK, Jan. 15.—For the
third consecutive year, General Mills
and Procter & Gamble were the top
two advertisers, in terms of dollar
billings, over the American Broad-
casting Company (ABC) in 1948. The

web hit a final gross of $44.303.376
for its all-time high, bettering ifs
previous record of 1947, $43,548,057.
The General Mills gross billing on
ABC was $4.666,348—well above
Procter & Gamble's $2,879.348. Others
in the ABC “top 10" were Philco,
Swift, Sterling Drug, Quaker Oats,
Libby McNeill & Libby, Toni, West-
inghouse .and United States Steel
Two other bankrollers placed billings
over the million mark with the web,
Kellogeg and the Texas Company.

Seven sponsors were over the mil-
lion mark in 1948 on Mutual Broad-
casting System (MBS). Following
the Ralston Purina Company
($1.407,855) were Philip Morris,
Bayuk Cigars, Miles Laboratories,
Carter Products, Serutan and General
Motors. Top agency on the web was
Cecil & Presbrey, with $2,049 850 for
three programs, Queen for a Day,
Twenty Questions and Heart's Desire.
Nine other agencies were in the magic
million circle,

W YORK, Jan. 15—The com-
petitive network radio picture this
weck continued to ilucioate nerv-
ously, highlighted by the loss of two
shows by the Columbia Broadcasting
System (CBS), the network which

NEW YOREK. Jan. 15.—Philip Morrls Ciga-
tolles has decided to shilt Horace Heid!
back o his NBC Sunday 10:30 tme, it was
reporied here withoul conlirmation this

week, Tha poor showing made Hooper-
wiss against Jock Benny is given as the
reason. While the ciggis company is said
tae have an option on the lime the Held:
program lormerly occupied. the sponsor is
also reported close 1o a five-lime-a-week
daytime deal. with Morey Amesierdam on

:

Ansther unverified reporl had Coca-Cola
considering canceling Spike Jones on Sun-
dnrnlgﬂlnnﬂﬂﬂ.hmlﬂ:lhhwﬂh
Edgar Bergen. This would nol be under
the now dropped coke-Bergen capital gains
deal, bul ls predicated on the bellsf that
CBS will buy Bergen's program via capl
gl gains and then wsell Bergen to Coca-
Cola. The latter this week conceled the
Percy Faith-Jane Froman show oan CB3.

started the recent fireworks. Coca-
Cola canceled its Pause That Re-
freshes show on Fridays, effective
February 11; the recently

program
was switched from Sundays to 10:30

That Program Feud: CBS
Loses 2, 1 to NBC; Both Nets
Gang on ABC as War Spreads

Fridays, in a time swap with coke's
Spike Jones. International Harves-
ter quietly folded its threshers and
will return fo National Broadcasting
Company (NBC) in the spring.

Harvester's Harvest of Stars show
had jumped from its old back-to-
back position with the RCA Victor
chow, Sunday on NBC, to move to the
A:30 p.m. Wednesday period on CBS.
However, NBC's Mr, District Aft-
tarney, on the same hour, claimed
another wviclim in the battle of the
Hoopers. Harvest, which had aver-
eraged a Hooperating of about 11
on NBC, ran at about the 5 level on
CBS, so the grim reaper” outfit de-
cided to move back. On April 3,
Harvest returns to Sundays on NBC,
back-to-back with RCA Victor, the
latter leading off by switching to
5 pom
‘Both CBS and NBC took time
out from their swings at each other
to gang up on American Broadcast-
ing Company (ABC). Object of their
blandishments was the U, S. Steel
Theater Guild full-hour plum. NEC,
in full pursuit offered the 8:30 to
9:30 p.m. Sunday time, the first half
af which now is filled by a sustainer,
and the latler portion by Sterling
Drugs' Manhattan Merry-Go-Round.
NBC has said the time would be

|'

May Ask FCC
To Kill Outlets
Which “Stall”

WATL Statement Cited

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—An entirely
new deviece to combat so-called col-
lective bargaining stalling tactics of
management—that of taking action
to revoke the license of the station
thru the Federal Communications

Commission (FCC)—is being con=-
sidered by the American Federation
of Radio Artists (AFRA) braintrust.
The situation was brrught to a head
by the current AFRA strike against
WATIL, Atlanta, in which the union
claims it has been getting a horsing
around from management for months.

The AFRA approach is that WATL
ie violating the Taft-Hartley Act In
its refusal to bargain with the union.
Such a violation, it feels, should bring
about discipline by the FCC.

Cov 1= Sounded Out

George Heller, national executive
secretary of the union, and Frank
Reel, his assistant, spent Wednesday
(12} in conference with Wavne Coy,
chairman of the FCC, to discover
what the attitude of the government
body might be if such charges were
filead. It is understood Coy said that
the FCC would consider any charges
filed. However, it is said he made it
clear that the union would not be al-
lowed to start action and then with-
draw from the case if a settlement
were achieved. To do so would
leave the FCC open to charges it was
used by the union as a lever to force
the station to accede to the labor org's
demands. The FCC feels that no
government agency should be placed
in such a light,

In any event, it would entail con-
siderable expense by both manage-
ment and labor and its far-reaching
consequences might conceivably in-
clude revocation of the station’s li-
cense should AFRA file charges and
they be upheld. The union is mulling
its decision.

available by March B8, when Steel's
cyele runs out on ABC, but Sterling's
contract is said to run thru April 17.
Possibility exists that if NBC at-
tempts to move Sterling out pre-
maturely to make room for Steel, the
former may drop Merry-Go-Round
and Album of Familiar Music, which
follows it, in line with a recently ex-
pressed desire to move from AM to
video.

CBS, which has tried for Steel
every period in recent years, i3
readying -another attempt. This one
is based on the opening left by the
loss of the Harvester show. CBS is
offering Steel the 10 to 11 p.m. slot
Wednesday, currently filled by sus-
tainers, with the premise that the old
Harvest period just preceding will
be filled by a 20-plus rated show.
This, it is hinted broadly, will be
the Bing Crosby program, also cur-
rently an ABC feature.

ABC “Unworried™

ABC execs profess to be uncon=
ecerned about the NBC threat, pointing
to the Hoopers being scored by their
Stop the Music and Walter Winchell
in the time offered by NBC. Other
factors are Steel's known long-felt
desire to get on NBC, and that web's
equally lengthy refusal to take the
show, on the basis of no time avail-

(See CBS-NBC Feud on page 10)
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1949 Study Definitely Set

NEW YORK, Jan.,
Feltis, president of
Measurement Bureau (BMB),
take to the road this week in an effort
to line up at least 100 mor stations
as memberzs of the burezu and as
rarticipants in the BMB's 1849 study,
to get under way in March. BMB is
<hort $100.000 of the necessary funds
to enable its continued operation, and
the 100 plus stations Feltis is shoot-
ing at represenis that difference.
BMB has 802 members, including the
four networks and their owned sta-
tions, this total representing around
£000.000 in pledges or actually paid
in cash. But irrespective of whether
Feltiz is successful, the 1948 survey
will be made.

Feltis iz understood, however, 1o
have obtained BMB hoard approval to
an alternative plan of operations
<hould an insufficient number of sta-
tiong come in. This would be fto
give up BMB's preseni headquarters,
reduce the staff and direct all funds
toward publication of the EMB re-
ports exclusively, eliminating the
many current services available.

Feltis's sales trip climaxed a hec-
tic week for the tripartite measure-
ment organization. Other develop-
ments ineluded the departure of John
Churchill as research boss for BMB,
with Kenneth (Doc) Baker, research
head of the National Association of
Broadcasters (NAB) coming in on a

FCC Takes Reversal
In WJR Case to
U. S. Supreme Courl

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15. — In a
last-ditch effort to avert a complete
upheaval in hearing procedure, the
Federal Communication Commission
(FCC) has appealed its district court
reversal in the WJR (Detroit) case
to the Supreme Court, the FCC an-
nounced this week.

In petitioning the high court to
review the case, the FCC argued
that the effect of the lower court rul-
ing is to force the commission 1o hold
hearings on all petitions even tho no
weybstantial question” is raised. The

FCC further pointed out that the same

thing yould hold true for other quasi-
judicial agencies such &s the Inter-
state Commerce Commission,

The controversy started in 1946
when the FCC approved a dayiime
ctation in North Carolina on the
clear channel frequency of WIR, The
Deiroit station then petitioned the
commission to reopen the matier on
the ground that the North Carolina
outlet would interfere with WJR op-
erations, The petition was denied by
the FCC, without a hearing, because
North Carolina is outside the nor-
mally protected range of WJIR.

WJR won a reversal of the FCC
ruling in the district court, on the
contention that the commission had
deprived it of “rights” without a
hearing in violation of the due
process clause of the Constitution. In
its petition to the Supreme Court, the
FCC argues that rights of a clear
channe! station do not involve pro-
tection bevond the range specified
in commission engineering rules.

Chastity!

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15—
Only 8,819 radio ads out of
§43,604 continuities examined by
the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) in the 1948 fiseal year
were set aside [or study as pos-
sibly misleading, the agency
sald this weeck in its annual re-
port, In contrast, 11,444 out of
the 321 447 newspaper and mag-
wrins 2cte stucied were set aside
7 somplets examination.

= =

— Hugh | loan basis to replace him. In addi-
the Broadeast tion, the other two BMEBE members,
will the Association of National Adver-

tisers (ANA) and the American As-
sociation of Advertizing Agencies
{Four A's), as well a=s NAB, have
been asked to review the entire BMB
need from their individual stand-
points, with a view toward reorgan-
ization on a broader and more accept-
ablz base,

Sen. Groups May
OK 50-Kw. Limit

WASHIMNGTON, Jan., 15.— Early
approval by the Senate Interstate
Commerce commiltee is expected for
a bill seiting a statutory limit of
50-kw. on station power introduced
this week by Sen. Edwin C. Johnson
(0., Colo.).

The bill embodying the power lim-
itation is identical to one which was
approved by the group in the closing
days of the last session but expired
on the Senate calendar when time ran
out, Once the new measure is cleared
by the commitiee, Senate precedent
virtually assures its passage. Some
80 per cent of all committee-approved
bills are eventually passed.

In addition, still on the Senate
books is an unrepealed resolution
passed a decade ago declaring it to be
“the sense of the Senate" that power
be restricted to 50kw.

Corn Catches Up
With Jock Widman;

He’s o~ Move Again

The Billboard

Even Tho BMB’s Shy 100G |

ST, PAUL, Jan. 15.—Sev Widman,
irrascible disk jockey of the Twin
Cities area, is on the move again—
this time to WDGY, 5-kw. local
indie.

Widman has been spinning platters
at WMIN, ancther St. Paul indie, for
more than a vear since leaving K5TP,
50-kw. National Broadcasting Com-
pany (NBC) outlet, He cuts his
WMIN ties because of, of all things,
popcorn. Frank Devaney, WMIN
g.m., protested that Widman ignored
his erders not to munch popcorn be-
fore a microphone,

At KSTP Widman got into trouble
becazuse he tangled on the air with
a Hollywood film actress. He quit
in anticipation of being fired.

KLI Sports Editor

GLEN MARTIN

One ol KLZ's top announcers, Martin
s =& IunEaFm favorite with Rocky

Mauntain
EdJMr af
Sports

rni; does & fop job, too, es
KLL's Saturday

alterncon
Extra."

KLZI, DENVER

—

Shift to Radio
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Mulled by NAM

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—The board
of directors of the National Assp=-
ciotion of Manufacturers (NAM) is
mulling a shift in advertising jia
from black and white to radiel The
NAM in 1946, 1947 and 1948 spent
$1,500,000 on black and white ads.,

There is a strong possibility, if the
budget shift goes thru as anticipated,
of NAM sponsorship of a new mu-
tieal radio show from Hollywood.
Al Goodman's orchestra, with Frank
Gallup as announcer, and a male vo=-
calist, probably Jimmy Carroll, are
due to wax an audition disk next week,
The program has been pitched at the
organization by Benton & Bowles,
and reportedly has met with favor-
able response. Preliminary talks
with the American Broadcasting
Company (ABC) for time have al-
ready taken place.

MBS Plans Shuffle
Of Sustaining Shows

Congress Is Won
Over to “Voice”

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The Mutual
Broadcasting System (MBS) will
shortly unveil a number of new low
budget sustainers, replacing a number
of other sustainers about to go off the
air. The Ilatter list includes the

WASHINGTON, Jan: 15—For the
first time since it took over the Voice
of America, the State Department
will receive a friendly congressional
reception when officials troop to Cap-
itol Hill early this yvear to face Senate
and House Appropriations commit-
The shift in congressional at-
titude toward the Voiece was high-
lighted recently by Karl Mundt, for-
mer Representative and new Senator
from South Dakota; who urged a
$£50,000,000 budget for the overseas

tees.

broadcast.

Speaking before the

staff is ‘“top-notch” and
mented George Allen, assistant sec-
retary of state, on the conduct of the
information program. Mundt called
present Voice funds (around
$13,000,000) “ecompletely inadequate”
and recommended a total budget for
the next six years of $300,000,000.

£20,000,000 a Year Likely

priated for Voice activity.
The congressional about-face

over to the State Depariment.

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The unusual
spectacle bf a radio act rapping the
bewhiskers out of television, and on
the air at that, is taking place these
days on WOR, New York, where Dick
and Dorothy Kilgallen) Kollmar, who
do the station's early morning Mr.
and Mrs, show, have been campaign=
ing against the new medium. It's
the first known instance where a radio
station has permitted its facilities %o
rap the sister medium. The WOR
management has made nmo comment,
even tho its new TV station, WOIC,
Washington, goes on the air tomorrow
(Sunday), and its own TV adjunct,
WOR-TV, will bow in in a
months,

The stance taken by the Kﬂ!qunrs—
he's an actor producer and she's the
gossip columnist for The New York
Journal-American—is that “television
is becoming a scientific grand-

mother,” spoiling children, making

On WOR, the Kollmars Rap TV
As Bad Influence Upon Kids

them mentally lazy and seriously dis-
Parents shake an

rupting home life,
equal or greater amount of the re-
gponsibility, they say, by taking the
easy way out. In order to get the
kids outta their hair, they k ‘em
in front of the video ver and
leave 'em there until they're bleary-
eyed. At least the kids stop -

The result, according to the Koll-
mars—and they have found wholesale

creation, they argue.

Apparently, the Kollmars are heed-
ing their own words, In their ewn
home, the two Kollmar youngsters get
video on a strictly rationed basis, and

you goita don your homework M_

American
Speech Association, the GOP legis-
lator declared that the present Voice
compli-

George O'Hanlon show, Erskin John-
son’s Hollywood series, the L e Wolf
and High Adventure.

The new programs include Western
Hit Revue, firom the Coast, with Dale
Evans and the Riders of the Purple
Sage: Scattergood Baines, with Wen-
dell Holmes, with Herb Rice direct-
ing the Wilbur Stark-Jerry Layton
package; the Ed Wilson show, from
KWK, St. Louis, a variety program
and a new air force variety show.

The network is also said to be in-
terested in a highly promising Cana-
dian tenor, Tommy Hender, now on
CFRB, Toronto, where he was dis-
covered by Wishart Campbell, the
=tation’s musical director.

Indie Station Gruupi
To Meet Jan. 28, Chi

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The Asso-

Despite Mundt's recommendation,
it is expected that the budget ap-
proved by Congress for the next fiscal
yvear will be no more than $20,000,000
—still much greater than ever appro-

on
the Voice has come about only in the
past few months after networks turn-
ing out scripts turned the whble job

ciation of Independent Metropolitan
Stations (AIMS) meels for the first
time, January 28 and 29, at the
Stevens Hotel, . The initial
get-together will discuss station op-
erating practices, possible group pur-
chase of program materials, potential
group selling and promotion of inde-
pendent metropolitan stations and
plans for a national meeting in con-
junction with the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters in April.

The AIMS, composed of 21 inde-
pendent stations in large m
tan markels, has been in

gsince August. Opera informally
'witch:ﬂnut officers, mstu#ﬂm dues,
ating ideas, programs, sales tips and

other practical problems among
indies,

" Up in Smoke!

!

R i o 70 o

et any ¥ o

a job too well ﬂuﬁulihﬂlmﬁ.. .

testants among the 160

i Horace Heidl's show at
Theater found out—
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Bows In Detroit,

WDET, 1st Auto Workers’ Outlet,

Stresses Pubserv

DETROIT, Jan. 15.—"Test pattern”
operation was to be started last Satur-
day (8) on WDET, first of the pro-
jected chain of stations to be operated
by the United Automobile Workers
(UAW). Studio facilities will be
centered at the transmitter, situated
on Radio Place—officially renamed
by the city council—with long-range
plans for construction of larger and
more elaborate facllities as part of a
vider UAW construction program.

The new station will be “a com-
munity station and not a labor sta-
tion," according to Norman Mathews,
radio committee chairman of the
union. The objective is “to give the
people an unbiased station,” he said.

Emphasis upon community service
is being stressed in the direction of
the station, according to Walter
Reuther, president of the UAW, who
said at the dedication that an ad-
visory committee of educators, cler-
gymen, clvie leaders and others will
guide station policy, getting it away
from the fleld of being "just a labor
station."” Reuther emphasized the
theme that “labor can make progress
only if all the people progress.”

An elght-point program of sta-
tion policy was outlined to guide
station programing, and one that will
probably be followed by the stations
to be opened later in Cleveland and
presumably elsewhere by the union:

1. Operation will be on a non-
profit basis, with revenue sufficient
only to cover expenses, depreciation
and improvements.

2. Not over one-half of station
time will be sold commercially.

3. Free time will be made available
for presentation of controversial is-
sues, including labor-management
angles, with “equal time for dif-
ferent points of view.”

4. Time will be sold to the UAW
ilself, as well as to other unions, on
the same basis as to any other spon-
S0rs.

5. Free time will be made available
for religious programs of all faiths.

6. Free time will be made available
for political discussion.

7. Foreign language programs will
be given time, offsetting the dropping
of foreign shows by two other local
stations, WJBK, and WJLB, which
formerly specialized in them.

8. Unusual feature, at least weekly,
will be a period of criticisms sent in
by listeners.

NAB To Seek News

Source Protection
For Air Reporters

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—A drive to
extend existing statutes giving news-
papermen the right to keep news
sources confidential, to include radio
and TV newsmen, is expected to be
undertaken shortly by the wvarious
districts of the National Association
of Broadcasters (NAB). This follows
the success of the NAB District 2 in

obtaining revisions of a bill intro-

duced in the New York Legislature |

so that the same protection 15 given
all reporters—newspaper, radio, video
and newsreel staffers.

As originally submitted, the New
York bill limited its wording to news-
paper and press association reporters.
The measure was referred to the Law
Revision Committee, which broad-
ened the proposal after a series of
hearings. Spokesmen for radio were
spearheaded by Mike Hanna, WHCU,
Ithaca, N. Y., District 2 director, and

Curly Vadeboncoeur, of WSYR, Syra-

RADIO 7

NAB May Start Offensive
In Radio and Paper Sales War

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15—Rum-
blings of a sales practices war be-
tween local newspapers and radio sta-
Hions in various cities of the nation
have reached Washington headquar-
ters of the National Association of
Broadeasters (NAB), and expecta-
tions are that the NAB board at its
February meeting in New Orleans
will study means for mobilizing a
radio counter-offensive. The board
has been requested in a resolution
by the sales managers’ executive com-
mittee, which met here last week-
end, to consider ways "“to counter
unfair local practices.” The resolu-
tion did not specifically mention lo-
ecal newspapers In connection with
the unfair practices, but it was
learned that several members of the
NAB sales executive committee were
outspoken at the meeting in: their
criticism of local newspapers’ pro-
motional methods in what amounis
in some instances to cutthroat rivalry
for local ad revenues.

The sales exec resolution followed
a lengthy discussion of national and
local compelition. The committee
also went on record as condemning a

cuse. There are 11 States which now
have such immunity laws, but none
includes broadcasting, and it i3 in
{these 11 that the NAB hopes to bring
about changes.

The New York measure, as now
written, is described as a "model”
bill, It provides the sought after im-
munity to publishers, reporters, offi-
cials of publishing companies, for pe-
riodicals with general paid circula-
tions: newsreels, and broadcasters—
including those in radio TV, and fac-
simile,

Hanna and Vadeboncoeur are cur-
rently campaigning to get the New
York measure approved as it is writ-
ten.

practice of granting local ad rates to
national advertisers. A subcommit-
tee on sales practices urged that
TV networks and stations scrutinize
carefully the relationship between lo-
ecal and network rates,. The NAB
sales exec committee meeting, pre-
gided over by Chairman Odin Rams«
land, KDAL, Duluth, went on record
as favoring expansion of NAB's
broadcast advertising department
which is headed by Marice B. Mitch-
ell. The committee also gave its
strong indorsement to the work of
NAB's structural reorganization com-
mittee and voiced hope that wvideo
and FM will be given full status in
the NAB structure,

Catholic FM Outlet
In Chi for Pubserv

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—Plans for
erection of a local Catholic FM sta-
tion, the first of its kind in this area,
were revealed last week by Jerry
Keefe, spokesman for the group or-
ganizing the station. The group s
headed by Bishop Bernard J. Sheil,
auxiliary bishop of Chicago and na=-
tionally known prelate, who started
the Catholic Youth Organization.
About $100,000 has already been
ralsed toward financing the station.

Keefe said that altho the station
would devote about 5 per cent of its
total programing to religious shows,
its primary purpose would be to su-
ply a public service, cultural and
educational schedule not supplied by
regular stations. Station, to be called
WEJL, will be commercial, but will
sell time only to defray operating

costs.

in which WOR repeats some things it said in 1948
as an underlined assurance of what it will continue to be in 1949.

“ _ what we've said attempts to mirror the warmth and human-

ness of WOR's programming from day to day. It is these qualities,
based on a skilled knowledge of what the public wants, that have
made WOR one of America’s great stations—and great selling forges
—i::r more than a quarter of a century.”

“__. WOR is a powerful force in the lives of the majority of 36,000,-
000 people in 430 counties in 18 states on the eastern seaboard. From
the windy reaches of Prince Edward Island, in the Dominion of
Canada, to the pine-scented border of Southern Georgia, WOR's

voice is a welcome and forceful one.”

It Is quali

**_ ., WOR'’s personality has always been a warm one; a method and

, technique of programming based

-

on people, not just shows. But in

evolving this form of radio broadcasting, WOR has notignored ideas,

nor the need for showmanship and day to day awareness of what

the public wants..."

ities such as those described above that make

WOR the arnazing selling force that it is, and —
mind you — at a price that'll leave you gasping.

heard by the most people where the most people are
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r Eddie and Ev

Reviewed Friday |January 7), T7:45-
8 p.m. Style—Dramatic serial. Sustain-
ing via KLAC-TV, Hollywood. Producer,
Lou Bonshaft, Writers, Eddie Marr and
Evelyn Barrass. Cast, Eddie Marr and
Evelyn Barrass.

~ This show attempts to bring radio's
daytime serial to the tele medium
via a five-a-week running series
based on domestic life of a
gy | mythical couple. As such it
=M™ bears watching and can prove
hl‘ of value in pioneering this
type of tele presentation.
Video theorists who argue on
the place of soap operas in tele will
tind Eddie and Ev a pointed example
to support their stand, pro or con.

At first glance the show points up
the need for a new writing approach
to tele soap operas. Fundamentally,
Eddie and Ev is conceiver. with too
little emphasis on visual aspects and
tends to siretch mediocre dialog to
the point of dullness. In the episode
caught, it took nearly 10 of the al-
lotted 15 minutes to get to the meat
of the situation. Dialog was strained,
redundant and stilted, leaving lookers
restless and impatient, When the
writers attempted to create the cas-
ualness of what they consider the
normal married couple's conversa-
tion, the result was unreal and flip-
pant.

Even with good writing there re-
mains the problem of developing
wvisual aspects which will hold inter-
est. Multiple sets or expensive pro-
duction effects are obviously out at
this stage in video soapers. In this
show the action was limited to one
set, with the scene taking place in
Eddie and Ev's dining room. Conse-
gquenily camerawork was limited in
scope and lacking in variety,

Thesps Marr and Barrass deliver
¢ereditable jobs, Their approach i1s
natural. wholesome and convincing.
Lookers will grow to like Eddie and
Ev. Much will depend on the future
conception of the show, tighter wril-
ing and the extent to which the
stanza parallels every-day living.
This ideal combination, if achieved,
can make this show entertaining and
a strong social document,
Alan Fischler,
Winner Take All

Reviewed Thursday (January 13),
8:30-9 p.m, Style—Quiz. Sponsored by
tha local Chevrolet Dealers Association,
Inc., thru the Campbell-Ewald Company,
vim CBS television network, Originators,
Bill Toedman and Mark Goodman; pro-
ducer, Gil Fates; director, Ralph Levy;
emsee, Bud Collyer, *

The Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem (CBS) has fashioned a fairly en-
tertaining tele half-hour out of radio’s
Winner Takes Al. The quiz
program follows the air wver-
sion faithfully using two con-
festants — a champion and
challenger—who push either
bell or buzzer to get a crack
at answering the questions. Bud Coll-
yer does a capable job of emseeing,
but with a little more humor he might
even sell better,

The interesting part of the CBS
effort was the intellizent use of sight
gimmicks on the show to build ils
video atlractiveness, Once the con-
testants had to guess when a balloon
would burst, which created suspense,
and another guess was what note a
Swiss bell ringer played. Good look-
ing models were also part of the pro-
ceedings. A few straight queries were
tossed out by Collyer, but they were
nicely interspersed.

For the most part, the Chevrolet
commercials registered. In fac?f, one
pitch which used a commercial film
as part of a question was ingenious
and might have been milked for even
more. On the other hand, having a
man emerge from out of the blue to
sing La Donne Chevrolet belongs back
jn agency mothballs. The camera
work and Ralph Levy's direction of
the show were both top flight.

This one will find its audience,

Leon Morse.

BillBBard
REPUY

Vst

Designates Radie Beview a Designates Television Raview

—

The Picture Album

Reviewed Friday (January 7), 8-8:30
p.m. Style—Musical variety. Sustaining
via KLAC-TV, Hollywood, Producer, Lu-
ther Mewby. Emsee, Bob MclLaughlin,
Guest stars: Artie Wayne, Marion Mor-
gan, Skylarks, Les Baxter Trio, Michael
Douglas. Musie, Roc Hillman,

KLAC disk jockey Bob McLaugh-
lin's video version of his radio Picture
Album bears promise, Simplicity of
production, selection of guest
stars with wide audience ap-
peal and a direct approach
to entertainment combine 1o
make the stanza enjoyable
telefare. Gimmick developed
on the opening show emphasized a
“pictures-coming-to-life” theme. At
the beginning the camera is focused
on giant pic album. When pages are
turned =still shots of showbiz celebs
are shown, with appropriate back-
erpund .comment by McLaughlin,
Then going into a bit of patter on
making dreams come true, McLaugh-
lin intros guest artists by reference
to each “stepping out of our picture
album.” Camera switches from
emsee to artists, who assume a pose
while blocked off in a giant pic frame,
thus ereating the illusion of literally
stepping out of the alpum into the
videa viewers' parlors. It's a simple
and not too original stunt but well
done.

Guest roster featured wvocalists
Artie Wawyne, Marion Morgan and
Michael Douglas, with the Les Bax-
ter Trio and the Skylarks singing
group compléting the talent layout.
Special feature of the show deals
with the “story behind the song,” in
which MeLaughlin tells tales of how
the song Gloria was born. Talent
used on the opening show was of good
professional caliber, altho several
guesters were obviously nervous,

It will be up to McLaughlin to carry
the principal load. The lad is hand-
some, experienced and good tele ma-
terial. On the opening show, how-
ever, he made the error of working
from a script. Seated at a desk with
seript before him, he continually re-
ferred to notes in an obvious and dis-

concerting manner, ;
Production was relatively good,
altho more attention should be paid
to better camera angles and smoother
dissolves. Musical background by
Roc Hillman's staff ork provided good

apport for singing stars,
i Alan Fischler.

e S—

Dress Rehearsal
Sustaining Via NBC :
Mondays [except WNBC], 1-1:30 p.m,
Tuesdays (WNBC onlyl, 11 +30-12,
Producer, John Wright; music,
Boston Symphony Orchestra under the
direction of Serge Koussevitzky,

Current Hooperating of 1he program
{Started November 22).....cc0c0cncses .Naone
Average Hooperatling shows that &ype
{Sustalning) RPN ERONRER R
Currant Hooperating of program precedin
(Buatalnlng) ..ccocvccarans Qretsednssnns ane
Current Hoeperating of pregram fellowin
(Bustzlning) .ocecvossssssinsnaamnnins ene

CURRENT HOOPERATING OrF FROGRAMS
ON OFPPOSITION NETWOHRKS
ARBC: “Baukhage Talking'' IH'IW'I":'.ZI* .....

..............................

CBE: m‘ 51‘“' {HTW"]---I-#I-!-JIII -
HHH= cl'dl'l-ﬂ F“I-“ [“mﬂ"-- TT R LR

- i Avera
e . Limited Netwerk.

s"Moving Average,

This program should be _ca]led In-
side Music, for that is precisely what
it is: @ visit backstage with a great

conductor during rehe
conecert. One

and siriv-

poser's musical ideas
:nm -wiih the result that a
realization the work necessary to
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NBC Theater

Reviewed January S

Sustaining Via NBEC
Sundays, 8:30-9 p.m,

Produced bBNEC in co-operation with
the Screen Directors' Guild; director,
Howard Wiley: guest screen director,
lchn Ford; radio adaptation, Milton
G:gey; NBEC writer, Richard Simmons:
music, Henry Russell's orchestra: special
guest, George Marshall (Hollywood di-
rector) ; drama, “'Stagecoach.'” Cast: John
Wayne, Claire Trevor, Ward Bond, Bar-
bara Fuller, Peter Leeds, Horace Mur-

phy, Eddie Fields, Ken Carson.
Current  Hooperaling for ihe

(Btarted Tannary 8).....covvvvrnnirnss - NODE
Average Hooperating for shows of this type
E‘ﬁ“lliﬂu‘r fEsEessE AR PRl SRR FARE A |l--|“m

urrcnl Hooperating (far ahaw eoedi

{Charlie Hr.tnﬂh:ﬁ-. i s R Fl' :‘
Current Hooperallng for show following

iManhattan Merry-Go-Honnd)

program

10.5
ON

CUARENT HBOOFEERATING OF SHOWS
OFPFOSITION NETWORKS

-ﬂ-ﬂc: Etﬂn iht _-H.-'it FAEE SRS E Illl'i‘lll-“lﬁ
CBS: Sustaining. ... :sccoissssnasssssrsscMODE
MHR: Hﬂllﬂ.iﬂlnl ----------- L jjgjjjjpi--"‘n'

With the Sunday line-up of the
National Broadecasting Company
(NBC) in far from final {orm, the
weh hasg shoved into the old
Fred Allen spot (8:30 p.m.) a
dramatiec opus, titled NBC
Theater, for the nonce. The
airer, consisting of adaptations
of films, is the result of a
tie-up with the Screen Directors’
Guild, with each production pre-
ceded by appearance of the director
who originally supervised the show.
Top cast members of the picture
also appear.

The first opus done was Stagecoach,
the Wild West Indian fight classie,
with John Wayne, Claire Trevor and
Ward Bond, of the film colony, on
hand to reinterpret their roles, and
director John Ford to preface things
with a few program notes on the
pic. Despite good jobs by the ecast,
the adaptation lacked the meat and
characterization to make it stand up.
How to compress a film into 30 min-
utes would be a problem at any time;
faced with bringing the action an
spirit of a Western opus to life via
sound only made it virtually an im-
possibility.

Apart from the value of the pro-
gram itself, the feeling persisted that
the program merely is a transitory
phenomenon, vamping till NBC is
ready with some Hooper-powered
apus, Despite the Hollywood names
and the publicity value attendant on
the films adapted, NBC Theater ﬂm';s
not stack up as a i‘)il gun in Sunday’s
heavy artillery. Sam Chase,

e ——————————————

whip a
first-class symphany ork is gained.
The first program was conducted
by Leonard Bernstein in the absence
of Serge Koussevitzky. The number
in rehearsal was the first movement

phony,

music so well that the audience knew
what was happening all the time.

Muke Like Tanks

-
One of Bernsiein's typical ks
correcting the interpreia
work, which deals with the
the Rusians

was that the *“brass

too eloquent. It has too be stu-
WAS qu dealing |

pider—more idiotic. We're
with Nazi tanks ad
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Radio and Television
Program Reviews

group of musicians into a |

i

_t
sHa 3

Reviewed December 29, 5:30 fto
6 p.m. Partici sponsorship  pro-
gram aired on , Chicago, Monday

o A

thru Friday, Manny Opper, emsee; Adele
Scott, pianist; John Dunham, announcer.

Producer-director, Loraine Larson; cam-

eramen, Dick Tracy and Gene Savirt,

'

For a month Manny Opper, nitery '
emsee, has been trying to build a
snitable video program which eould
capture participating sponsors

and give WBEKB a nightly
series of acceptable programs,
Now the trial period must be
considered finished. The ver-
dict? The show is no good.
Opper will never make the grade
less he gets a staff of writers ur
til the station puts some money
hind him to pay for guest talent.
The program is supposed to be a
comedy offering, but in the program
reviewed there were not more than
two comical lines and not maore than
three occasions when smiles were

called for,
s

un=
un-
he-

Opper, assisted by his
Adele Secott, pianist and singer,
John Dunham, announcer, tried a

8 routine in which the emsee acted as a

doctor doing plastic surgery on Dun-
ham, but it wasn't funny,

Even direction and camera work
were faulty. At times the old mis-
take of an overhead mike in the pic-
ture was made. At another time
Dunham was viewed readir /a com-
mereial when a film should Jave been
running.

The show is one of those things
that have given television a black eye
here for years. Opper has an ex-
pressive facial mannerism which
might be capitalized an if someone
were to give him good lines.

When the show started it had about
10 participating sponsors. Now it has
two, with a possibility that three
more will be added. Since rates on
the show are low—about $25 a spot—
sponsors must think it quite bad if |
they keep their wallets shut.

Cy Wagner.

Know Your News

Reviewed Monday (January 3), 7:30=
8 p.m. Style—Telephone quiz. Sustajn-
ing over WXYZ-TV, Detroit, Cast, John
Slagle. Writer, Aunie Batson. Director,
Dave Creen.

The unusual angle
is” that the principal
Slagle, never appears

to this for video
figure, John

the screen.

subject is chiefl ures of
Detrait pmn{i . events

and ma:dn! 10 to dlgn '{Hu"#

some which

“.:hune too well, and oc-
casionally tied in with the day's news
event—as the site of the new gover-
nor's birthplace, A shot of the De-
troit Historical Museum is used as
an unofficial sponsor and source of

one | of Shostakovitch's Sﬂnth_ Sym- The
and it made splendid listening. |
Olin Downes acted as the commen- |
tator. His remarks illustrated the |

ap .
It's all talk, plus slides. The ‘j

The program may not ml wl ﬁ:

but those whose
nmv $ will find it an un-
usual and 30 minutes.
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Who Said That?

Reviewed Monday (Decembar 20),
3:10-9:30 p.m. Type—Quiz. Sustaining
via NBC Television Natwork, New York.
Producer, Fred Friendly: director, Dick
Coode: emsee, Robart Trout; experts:
John C. Swayze, Quentin Reynolds, Al
Capp, Col. Robert Stoopnagel (F. Chase
Tavlor) ,

A little imagination could sharpen
this show no end and add consider-
ably to its video aspects. As now

laid out, the program ecould
be switched back to radio,
whence it started, and no lis=
tener would miss anything., It
needs some wisual gimmicks,
gince aurally, it measures up
quite well. The program presents a
board of four news-hep people—
when caught it had Stoopnagle
(F. Chase Taylor), Quentin Reyn-
olds, cartoonist Al Capp and John
Cameron Swayze, the latter a per-
manent fixture. Bob Trout reads
them news quoles, and it is their en-
deavor to identify the sources,

Where the show falls down as a
sight attraction is in its limited cam-
era work, shifting from Trout to the
experts (or one of them) and back
again, That's all, and it obviously
isn't enough for half an hour. The
experts are huddled close together
at a wooden table (it has all the deco-
ration of an army mess table) and
the studio wall behind them is blanlk.
Some sort of mural, perhaps a world

Jgnap, would at least relieve that bar-

ren vista,

1t might also be worth while, when
the panel is stumped, to fade in a
still of the person who's been quoted.
The interrogees wouldn't see it, and
it would at least be a relief from their
guizzical, puzzled expressions. The
shaw urgently needs gimmicks, altho
otherwise Trout and his guests man-
are to serve up an interesting session.

Jerry Franken.

Sleepy Joe -

Reviewed Friday (January 7)1, 7:05-
7:20 p.m. Style—Dramatic. 5Sustaining
aver Don Lee Station KTSL (W6EXAO),
Hollywood, Cast: limmy Scribner, Gayle
Scribner,

Local telecasters have tried various
gimmicks to develop a moppet tele
seg of sufficient appeal to compete
with the popular Shirley
Dinsdale-Judy Splinters stan-
za on KTLA. Sleepy Joe is
one of the newer entries in the
kid sweepstakes, Show fea-

*  tures radio vet Jimmy Scrib-
ner telling his Uncle Remus-type

tales with the flavor of old-time min- |}

strel yarn spinning. Relying on
blackface and costuming to create
proper atmosphere, Scribner's seg has
a certain charm for youngsters. Pro-
duction-wise, the format merely
scratches the surface.

Scribner's mastery of dialects and
vocal characterizations is professional
and . Transformed to tele-
e brings to the camera a
polished flare for ad libbing and col-
orful story telling, Blackface and wig

are not enough to hold lookers at-

tention, however, the seg caught prov-
ing too static.

Opening shot depicts, Sleepy Joe
in a position befitting his nickname,
Gayle Scribner (Jimmy's

g‘l;ht;ﬂ coaxes the pld darky to
her one of his fanciful yarns,

. with the gshow seguing into straight
narration lasting over 10 minutes.

are ftrained on Scribner
, with emphasiz on full-face
There isuiliitﬂe or ga ri-
ief from this t ensing despite
' .!"PE . Scribner plays
camera instead of the girl,
Nho at the beginning and

4 ig an obvious need for pro-

duction devices to complement Scrib-
ner narration. One suggestion
‘might be the addition of puppets to

ustrate and dramatize the lales as
fo A less expensive gim-
use still drawings
photos timed with the narration.

Such added values would give the

(4 -
okl |
-
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Bill Williams Show
Reviewed December 30
Sustaining Via WOR
Thursdays, 8-8:30 p.m.

Producer, Frank McCarthy;: director,
Arthur Van Horn: writer-emsee, Bill Wil-
liams; music, WOR Orchestra under the
direction of Emarson Buckley; Martha
Wright, Artie Malvin (substitute for
Stuart Foster, this show only).

This effort to develop a WOR en-
frant in the comedy sweepstakes
debuted Inauspiciously. Bill Wil-
liams, announcer, turned
comic, not only handles the
comedy chores but writes all
his material as well. This
seems too muck of an assign-
ment., Altho Williams has a
slick style of delivery that might bear
fruit, given good lines, he lets him-
self down with his laugh-concocting.

- Henrry Morganish

Williams apparently i- attempting
to develop a Henry Morgan kind of
comedy pitch, but whereas Morgan
(who started on this same station)
was a clever hand at satire, when
Williams gets an idea worth satirizing

he doesn’t seem to know what to do
with it. His Cocker Spaniel, a try at
burlesquing tough guy private eye
stories, was a bright thought, but all
it had was a basic idea. Similarly.
his take-off of the Fitzpatrick travel
talks could have been funny with
clever scripting, Williams geems to
have too much of a liking for the
obwviou.

The wvocal chores were performed
by Artie Malvin, subbing for Stuart
Foster, and Martha Wright, Both
make wvery easy listening. Malvin's
best was A Little Bird Told Me, while
Miss Wright was tops with What Is
There To Say. Emerson Buckley
and his ork were of substantial as-
sistance.

There is still plenty of hope for
this show if the station will go out and
get some writers. That's all that's
lacking, Leon Morse.

Songs by Sarah Vaughan

Reviewed December 22

The Cligue Club
 Thru Robert Feldman, Inc.
Via WMCM

Wednesdays - Saturdays, B:45-9 pm.:
Sundays, 10:45-11 p.m.
Director, Milton D. Kave:

Sarah Vaughan,

Song stylist Sarah Vaughan, who
has done her best-known warbling
on disks and in niteries, now is air-
ing over WMGM five nights
weekly from the Cligque, ren-
dezvous of the be-bop crowd.
Backing her on this session is
a trio comprised of Scar Petti-
ford on bass, Kenny Clark on
drums and British pianist George
Shearing. Those who go for what
is euphemistically called the "main
currents of modern music” will find
the airer rewarding, and those who
don't know a diminished fifth from
an inside straight might learn the
fundamentals while enjoyving the ses-
sion.

Miss Vaughan wrapped her wvocal
cords around three numbers on the
ctanza caught, Mean to Me. Don't
Worry About Me and I'l Wait and
Pray. Her formula is to warble the
first chorus with only a trace of bop,
but on her second go at the number,
she cuts loose and bops all out. The
result, while it may sound weird to
the uninitiated, has a definite nos-
talgic quality that sits particularly
well with a torch ballad, even when
the tempo is picked up. The trio also
took a turn with Jack the Bear, and
the result indicated that smaller in-
strumental groups can't go quite as
far down the be-bop path as the big-
ger brass ensembles; the result was
a splendid blend of the three pieces
which brought out the best in each.

Sam Chase.

vocalist,

show the uired eye appeal and

e famliiar fodlo foemat
o 10rmat.

Ponttaet (8 Alan Fischler.

Piano Pals

Reviewed Wednesday (12), 7:30 to
7:45 p.m. Presented sustaining by
WBEKB, Chicago. Writer, Phyllis Gordon.
Producer-directar, Roa Simtof. Talent:
Gloria Gates, Georgia Kay, Merrill Fugett,
Stewart Sklamm. Camera work by Gene
Savitt and Ester Rajewski,

One of the first continued story line
video shows (comparable to a radio
soap opera) aired here, this new pro-

gram which WBKB plans to
air Mondays, Wednesdays and
Iridays, appears to be facing
a rosy future if it maintains
the high quality of visual en-
tertainment displayed on this,
its second program, Simple in format,
but polished in practically every de-
tail, this program had the essential
components for any successful tele-

'yision offering: Entertaining script,

gpood talent, exact production plan-
ning and faultless execution in the
direction and camera departments.

Concepl of the series is unpreten-
tious and not overly ambitious. It
merely intends to follow the lives
of two young gal piano-playing song
pluggers at work, at home and at
other times. So far the series has
had its sefting in the music slore
where the two gals, Gloria Gates and
Georgia Kay, work, The music store
environ gave the gals, formerly nitery
and club date entertainers in this
area, a chance to get off some top
musical work as well as some comical
banter which proved that Phyllis
Gordon, show's writer, had put much
hard work into constructing enter-
taining, character-portraying, amus-
ing lines,

The station's production depart-
ment did its part by constructing
realistic backdrops and settings faith-
fully projecting a music store at-
mosphere, Atmosphere creation was
kicked off to a zood start by the use,
at the beginning of the show, of a
film clip depicting acting in front of
a store, followed by a pan-in to the
girls seated at their pianos. During
the rest of the show, which pictured
the song pluggers at their pianos,
realism was furlher heightened by
shots of about a dozen exiras wan-
dering thru the store and buying
music after gals had rendered clever
plano versions.

During initial shows an altempt is
being made to introduce characters
(some only voices in the background)
which later will play increasingly
important roles as the story line un-
folds, With development of these
supporting characters, settings will
change and action will take place at
the girls' home and elsewhere.

To give further polish and smooth
action to the show, everyone did an
excellent job of memeorizing lines. No
fluffs were noticed even tho plenty of
seript material had to be commitied
to memory,

Further proof of the television
imagination and ingenuity of the
show is the fact that it is costing lit-
tle to produce and can be sold rea-
sonably (about $1,100 for three in-
stallments, time and talent) to any
advertiser interested in buying a
promising program,

If this show maintains its present
gquality, or if it betters with longevity,
as is to be expected in most video
programs, this series could develop
into a viewing habit for local set
owners, who can be expected more
and more to demand the shows in-
digenous to the video medium.

Cy Wagner.

MURCOTT JOINING EELLS

HOLLYWOOD, Jan, 15.—Joel Mur-
colt, radio editor of The Hollywood
Reporter, will join Bruce Eells and

rAsgocistes as the transeription firm's

veepee 1n  charge of produclion,
effective February 1. Concurrently,

C. O. Langlols, Lang-Wortlhk Fealure

Inc., prexy, will joln the
Eellsg board of directors. Mur-
cott had been producing Fells' Pat
O'Brien From Hullmuive-a-
week 18-minute e.t. \ghow
to be distributed to the platter
syndicate, Murcott will slse super-

Pepper Tree Theater of
the Air

Reviewed Tuesday (December 28), B-
8:50 p.m. Style—Dramatic. Sustaining
over KMGCM-FM, Hollywood. Writer-
producer, Jan Boris. Cast: Lols Collfer,
Ward Blackburn, Lee Andrews, CIliff
Faddis.

EMGM's new dramatie series is a
first-rate example of what FM pro-

gramers can do fto season top-
heavy musical skeds with
variety fare—and on low

budgzet, To bring listeners
something out of the ordinary,
MGM's local FM outlet has
tie-up with Pepper Tree Thea-
ter, a Hollywood little theater group,
in offering radio dramatizations of
literary gems. That the station is
doing a commendable job is due to
much resourcefulness, since only the
barest production facilities are avail-
able.
the broadecast originated from the
transmitter building hastily con-
verted to serve as tl.z main studio.
Show caught was pleasant lhistening.

Pepper Tree Theater director Jan
Boris did the writing and production
of this adaptation of Scheherazade
from Arabian Nights. Boris's script-
ing was professional and reflected a
talent for poetic narrative. Produec-
tion was limited because of facilities,
but the mood and color of the clas-
sical tale was nonetheless established
and sustained. Most interesting pro-
duction angle was the use of recorded

Thesps worked for free and

musie for bridges, introductions and |

backgroun effects, Boris employed
RCA Victor's album of Scheherazade.
With an assist from engineer Rex
Morrow, full musical values were ac=
complished.

Featured role was ably handled by
film actress Lois Collier, but the
supporting amateurs were lacking in
professional polish. Best of the lot
was narrator Ward Blackburn.

EMGM Manager Bill MacCrystall
rates a nod for sticking his neck put

| to experiment in this manner. While

the series may not stack up against
highly polished dramatic shows on
networlc AM, it is a step in the right
direction. Improved by experience,
fare such as this can do much to win
converts to FM, Alan Fischler.

This Is Bing Croshy

Vacuum Foods {for Minute Maid Frozen
Orange Juice Concentrate! thru Doherty,
Clifford and Shenfield.

Via WCBS
Mondays-Fridavs, 9:45-10a.m,

Writer, Bill Morrow: announcer, Ken

Carpenter; star, Bing Crosby.

Whether Bing Crosby is as good a
salesman as he is a performer may
well be determined via his new plat=
ter disk jockey show for Min-
ute Maid quiclk frozen orange
juice, for in addition to doing
the deejay assignment, Ole
Wart-Larvnx is also rendering
a mighty pitch for Minule
Maid. They're done in his custom-
ary off - the - sleeve style of wver-
biage, directly at the hausfrauen
calculated to be listening to his day-
time effort. In one sense, this may
have been almost mandatory, since
the program needs every angle pos-
sible to differentiate it from the Cros-
by-less Crosby platter sessions aired
by so many stations.

Irrespective of the sales palaver,
tho, the Crosby introductions to the
records, the tunes chosen (he doesn't
limit them to his own) and the
inimitable Groaner siyle should
emerge as a potent dayvtime session.
Ken Carpenter is on hand with his
usual nifty assisk, and the two com=
bine to do an easy-to-take selling job
on the juice as its edge over the
competizh. Jerry Franken.

vise production of syndie's second
show, half-hour Western airer,
Frontier Town. He joined Buckley
Angell in ereating firm's third series,
Adventures of Frank Race, who-
dunit which he and Angell will write
and meg.

&
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FM Bids Do Reverse Spin;
Back-Outs Exceed Requests
Tho Outlets Double in 48

FM-ers Not Discouraged; See Parallel 1o AM

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Despite
advances made in FM programing
and the growth of FM stations on the
air in 1948, the year drew to a
close with the number of FM permit
withdrawals continuing to exceed the
number of new applications by a sub-
stantial margin. A survey of the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) records shows that instead of
being FM's year as predicted by many
FM leaders 12 months ago, 1948
became a paradoxical year in which
the number of FM stations authorized
by FCC actually spun into re-
verse, As the vear drew to an end,
the number of authorized FM sta-
tions was 991, a decline of 60 from the
1,061 authorized by FCC at the end
of 1947. A slackening in the number
of FM permittees, first spotted in
these columns a vear ago (The Bill-
board, December 27), was in evidence
during all of the year, with fewer
than B0 new bids filed in contrast
to 105 permits which were abandoned
by pgrantees. Another 18 bidders
asked the FCC to dismiss their ap-
plications.

On the bright side of the FM pic-
ture, however, the number of FM sta-
tions on the air nearly doubled in
1948, jumping from 370 at the end of
1947 to 690 at present. The number
of licensed FM stations also showed
an increase during the year, rising
from 84 to 198. The remainder of the
stations on the air are operating
under special authorizations.

FM Continental Net '
Also on the brighter side was the
growth of the Continental FM Net-
work, which during the year spread
to the Pacific Coast thru the use of
special recordings. Included in the
web's expansion was the addition as
an affiliate of the Rural Network,
comprising several outlets in up-State
New York.

FM-ers who have given up the
ghost have been mainly located in the
larger cities. Metropolitan areas
where permits have been canceled in
recent weeks include Boston, St
Louis. Memphis, Los Angeles, Cleve-
land and San Antonio,

Hitting FM the hardest, according
to reports to the Commission by FM-
ers wanting out, is the economic
squeeze. For example, a labor union
which recently dropped permits in
three cities commented that soaring
costs and the uncertain revenue made
the situation look dark. Several
back-out pleas referred to heavy
commetition for advertising among
«intions of all tvpes in their areas,

Tele's Threat to FM

Mentioned only a few times so far,
pbut still looming over FM, is the
apparent threat of television. Five
FM permits were canceled a few
muonths ago by the FCC because the
grantees said they were more inter-
etad in applving for TV outlets,

ODther reasons given by those leav-
ing the FM field included difficulties
in nbtaining equipment, failure to
find suitable transmitter sites, and
leeal zoning laws banning the erec-
tion of a transmitter of suitable
height,

Cancellations of FM construction
permits (CP) came at a steady rate
in the last half of the year. Since
July 1 there have been but three
weeks in which no back-outs have
been announced by the FCC. The
top back-out period was the week
ended August 7, when permission to
drop 11 grants was given by the com-
mission.

In contrast to the total of 61 vacated

is in the last half of the year,

only 30 new bids have been flled

et

with FCC. Applications have been
dribbling into FCC at an average only
slightly more than one a week, with
three being the top for any seven-
day period since July 1,

Parallels AM Start

Tho the drop-out rate is high, FM
leaders point out that the vast major-
ity of those giving up had never
got any further than the planning
stage and that fewer than a half-
dozen stations on the air ceased op-
eration. This, they say, is a far bet-
ter record than compiled by standard
stations in the early 1920’s when AM
was getting started. They expect new
bids to advance in numbers once the
go-called “shaking down™ period in
FM is at an end, Furthermore, they
cite the use of FM in the audio part
of TV and in transit broadecasting.

Along with the decline in new ap-
plications has come a corresponding
drop in the rate of grants. During
the early part of the year, CP's were
frequently handed out in batches. In
the three weeks starting March T,
FCC granted a total of 50 permits.
A two-week period in February
brought 34 granis. In recent months,
however, new authorizations have sel-
dom totaled over five in any given
week,

FEM GAZERS IN TELE

(Continuwed from page 3)

for men. We, the People, in June,
was 1.60 nnd 1.75, women and men;
in Decemb-r 2.21 and 2.07. Texaco
Star Thea'er had 1.73 women in June
and 1.76 men. In December the
compesition had 2.24 women vViewers
and 1.08 men. Fifteen TV shows for
May and June gave composifion re-
turns of 1.49 women, 1.71 men and
0.54 children, for a total of 3.74 view-
ers per sel. The average for 22 pro-
erams for Dzcember, 1948, gives fig-
ures of 1.58, 1.57 and 067, for an
average audience of 3.82 per set. The
figures apply to New York City home
receivers only,

Two factors are believed to have
contributed to the growth in the fem

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Here's a
funny story—at least it was funny to
the congressional parliamentarian
who uncovered it for us. It's the
story of how the Harness subcom-
mittee spent something over $25,000
in federal cash in investigating the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) and then submitted its findings
to the 80th Congress (you remember
the late B0th Congress?) on the day
that particular Congress rattled its
last breath, December 31. The $25,-
000 report, of course, died with the
80th Congress.

What makes the story funnier to
the congressional parliamentarian is
the fact that the resolution creating
the Harness subcommittee stipulated
that the subcommittee file its report
early in the 81st Congress, so that the
new Congress could consider the rec-
gommendations, Since the subcom-
mittee chairman, Forest Harness (R,
Ind.) was among several score Re-
publican congressional casualties in
what Senator Vandenberg refers to
as “the recent November accident,”
Harness figured that the only way he
could get the report to Congress wilh

CBS-NBC FEUD

(Continued from page 5)

able. Now that NBC finds time, Steel
may exercise its prerogative of say-
ing no. Further, Steel is concerned
about reports that Fred Allen, who
would precede Theater Guild on
NBC, is contemplating early retire-
ment from his current chores. As for
the CBS bid, should Steel accept, it
would mean moving to a new night,
after vears of building up a Sunday
following. Steel's directors are to
meet around January 25, with a de-
cision due shortly thereafler.

Both NBC and CBS also are said
to be ogling ABC's Groucho Marx
show, bankrolled by Elgin-American.
NBC is also nervously awaiting
Thursday (20), when Rexall has to
notify the web whether it will move
the Phil Harris show to CBS. The
program has lost heavily since Jack
Benny moved to CBS.

audience, One is a diminution of
sports programs, the other an ac-
companying expansion in TV pro-

erams generally.

TALK OF THE TRADE

ACK GROGAN, WHEW, N. Y.,
marricd Blvthe Miller recently.
represented nationally by Rad
Hurley back as
month leave. .

director of press information at WQXR, N. Y.
. Thelma Ritter, actress, and wife of Joe Moran, Young & |

production manager and senior director,
.. WMGM, New York indie, will be
io Representatives, Inc. . . . Eleanore (Pat)

, after a seven-

Rubicam radio veepee, signed a threée-year, three-picture-a-year deal with

20th Century-Fox. Pact is a reward
Wives,

A marrioge
program assistant, look

m:ﬁﬂﬂhdﬂ.---!ﬂlm

Nashville, newly aoppointed publicity and
. . Robert MeGredy. now commercial

{for performance in A Letter to Three

the vows with Al Hollander, DuMont television pro-

formerly of production staff af WSM.
promotion direcior for the siation.
manager of WPAT and WNN], Paler-

son., N. I. + « « Gene Wilkey promoled lo casisiani general manager of

WCCO, Minneapolis. Sally Foster and Earle Stecle

siall of the same ouilel

two new odditions o

PAH AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY named representative

of TIEP, Costa Hica. .
produce the V-A Jamboree at
vets' hospital. . . . Joe Wiegers
in New York. .

Charleston, W. Va. . . . New chief announcer at

WLBR, Lebanon, Pa. ]
and Warren Gerz, new public relations outfit
_ . Bob Provence now public service director at

~ Dick Richmond joined with Sid Phillips to

Seg is a quiz show from

WOL, Wﬂﬂnﬂm‘rﬁﬂé

Studney. New addition to station’s announcing staff is Ray L. Hulchinson.

. « « J. Leonard Taylor
pany will counsel Langendor{
tising appropriation.

Charles H. Tower
relations of NAB. « + »

United

secretary. engoged o Ernle Otto, of the
Drake will be oired exclusively ean CBS

been NBC. . . . Sterling V. Couch, traffic
i . I’ilhﬂllﬂlﬂll-.--

Conn. morks his 200k enniversory
editor-announcer for EFQD.
upped i news editor at WILS

will manage WBUT,

Anchorage.
Lonsing, Mich., from continuity writing.

Butler, Pa. . . .

Bakeries, Ine., on its $800,000 adver-

ABC fNock factory. . . « This Is
beginning Janvary 24

Durant.
Gibney

Tom

Mm « «» Abbeoti

-
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fact that it was just like
report into a fresh-dug

Even funnier (you'il
sides at this if you're not
is the fact that the
Printing Office is compelled to spend
some more revenue to print several
hundred copies of the report which,
of course, isn't worth the paper it's
being printed on since the report
went to a “"dead" Congress,

Oh yes—as for the report's ree-
ommendations, they were, as long
foretold, a rehash of the suggs
which Harness and his aids vocifer-
ously made during their $25000
worth of hearings! Crack down on
the FCC; destroy the FCC Blue Book
and reprimand the FCC for ils policy
on atheism, political libel and Puerto
Rican radio station issues.

Just another funny story from
Washington. Ho hum!

FMA Committee
Revolts A zainst |

Present Set - Up

CHICAGO, Jan. 15—Flans of a
cammittee of four of the
Modulation Association ( ) to
hold a meeting to map strategy for
reorganization of the association have
been canceled, Graeme Zimmer, of
WCSI, Columbus, Ind, a prime
mover of the revamping movement,
said this week., Zimmer said the re-
organization committee will work be=
tween now and the time of the annual
FMA meeting here in May or June
to get support for their plans from
FMA members. It will then attempt

gress instead of the Blat; despite

:
i
|
.

to have the plans put into action thru
open discussion on the floor of the
general meeting.

Tom McNaulty, former treasurer of
FMA, is a member, with Zimmer, of
what the latter calls a “committee for
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telecast from the Syria Mosque and
featured the talents of two top-flight

KDKA announcer and agency head,

 David L. Lawrence and Dr. Allan B.
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WOIC Charts
Big Sked for
Its First Week

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Staging
s inatgural tomorrow (16), WOIC
as charted a heavy programing week
ar its debut as Washington's newest
slevision station. The Bamberger
utlet, which occupies Channel 9, is
anking heavily on Columbia Broad-
asting System (CBS) web programs
iped from New York, but it is also
lanning to feed a lot of programs to
1 network in its opening week,
ashing in on the presidential inau-
ural special events thru the pooled
'V facilities.

WOIC makes its debut at 4:30 Sun-
ay (18) afternoon via the CBS net-
rork, with the web shows to be in-
srrupted from T to -T:30 o'clock that
ight by a special WOIC-TV inau-
ural program of its own called The
fine Muses. It was learned that
YOIC is sewing up arrangements for
batch of new TV programs in sub-
equent weeks featuring some of Mu-

1 Broadcasting System’s (MBS)
ashington stars, including Fulion
awis Jr., and a large number of lo-
al shows are being rapidly devel-
ped. First commercially sold show
; Art Brown's Amateur Hour, to be
eatured Friday, 7:30-8, from the lo-
al Atlag Theater. Philco is the spon-
or. Another local show is Bill Brun-
ige's Sportscast. A special feature
n the opening week will be a tele-
asting of Theodore Granik's Ameri-
an Forum of the Air. Another will
e a film version of Arthur Godirey's
jpening video show, Arthur Godfrey
ind His Friends, which did not reach
Nashington on its debut.

WOIC will go on the air nightly at
3:30 and Sundays at 4:30 in the afler-
won. It Is owned by R. H. Macy &
Sompany, also owners of WOR, New
York., Gene Thomas is manager,

WD TV, Piit, Bows
On “C” Day, But
Show Was NSG
e

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 15. — More
than 4,000 braved the snow here
Tuesday night (11) to see the formal
ceremonies that marked the premiere
telecast of the DuMont television sta-
tion, WDTV, and the linking of the
East and Midwest thru coaxial cable.
All over the eity, Pittsburgh was
video conscious, with thousands
watching the show in bars, hotels and

homes. The show itself was

professional acts, Helene and Howard
and the Evans Family, plus local
amateur grou and acht,
baseball I:nmil:.psEd Schaughency, vet

portrayed Pa Pitt in introducing the
‘acts. Also on the stage were County
Commissioner John Kane, Mayor

J head of the DuMont net-
work. Jackie Heller was skedded

' The show itself lacked a lot due to
the paucity of good entertainers, but
the

%ﬂg&hlmrutheysntm
the - :

_ making event. How-

pellitteri (subbing for

Four-Web Coaxial Cable Show
Was Strictly “C” for Crummy

public enthusiasm to make it unlikely

NBC efforts were remarkably slip-
shod and poor.

The clincher to the inferior output
on the entertainment phase of Lhe
hour-and-three-quarter program 1is
the fact that the first 45 minutes, fea-
turing a Caravel Film short explain-
ine how the coax and radio relay
work, and including more or less
stock speeches by the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) com-
missioner, Wayne Coy, American
Telephone & Telegraph (ATE&ET)
prexy LeRoy Wilson, DuMont head
Allen B. DuMont, NBC President
Niles Trammell, CBS Prez Frank
Stanton, American Broadcasting
Company (ABC) Prexy Mark Woods,
N. Y. City Council Head Vincent Im-
Mayvor
O'Dwyver) and Chi Mayor Martin Ken-
nelly was far more interesting than
was the latter hour in which each
of the four webs tossed out a 13-
minute sample of their programing.
The Caravel film, as a matter of
fact, was excellent, telling its story
dramatically with a fine sense of
pictorial values and based on a gnn':il
script. And the brass cut up their
subject matter so that all essential
plugs were worked in without any-
body repeating anybody else. Of the
web chieftains only Mark Woods read
from a script, which Mark should
know is bad TV.

Then eame the alleged entertain-
ment. George Putnam, emseeing the
proceedings, introed the first web
with a remark, which the Paleyites
fervently hope will prove fo be
prophetic. “The first network,"” he
said, “will be the Columbia Broad-

casting System.” And Arthur God-
frey and his gang took over. While
Godfrey, with his amazing ease and
Will Rogers-like charm, is undoubt-
edly a fine performer, he had nothing
to work with here., And he tossed in
plugs for his upcoming Chesterfield
show, with a carton of Chesterfields
in plain evidence on the table, in
extremely gquestionable taste, con-
sidering the ocecasion. Young Bill
Lawrence, singer, turned in a nice
job on Somebody Loves Me, showing
considerable promise. Janette Davis,
tho loused up considerably by poer
lighting, did equally well. The
Lucky Pup show got a fast intro,
which sold it completely inade-
gquately. But the Archie Bleyer band
broke up, laughing at Godfrey's toss-
offs, some of which were really funny.
Midwestern viewers must have got
the impression, incidentally, that in
the East, sidemen in orchestras have
been developed to replace the studio
audience in radio, guffawing at things
completely unfunny to listeners, be-

use DuMont followed the CBS con-
Er'[hutinn with Ted Steele and a band,
and here, too, the sidemen rolled off

some 1o the viewer, Steele is a fairly
personable emsee, a good pianist and
a competent singer and ork fronter,
band numbers, Honey-
suckle Rose and Warsaw Coneerio,

Television undoubtedly has already developed enough momentum and

that the sorry performance, generally

speaking, of the four networks on the historic coaxial cable link show
Tuesday (11) will seriously retard its growth. Nobody, however, can say
the webs didn't try. While the Columbia Broadeasting System (CBS) w;lh
Arthur Godfrey and the National Broadcasting Company (NBC) with
Milton Berle plus Harry Richman tossed in a trio of seasoned performers,
who ean never be too bad under any circumstances, even the Columbia and

K-F Pulls Belt,
Anlkles "Scope

CHICA GO, Jan. 15. — Kaiser-
Frazer (K-F) this week bowed out of
its projected joint sponsorship with
Phileo of the new WBEKB multiscope,
a device for simultaneously showing
ticker tape news, weather reports,
time and ad messages. The multi-
scope was to have gone into operation
Monday (17), and run daily from 11
am. to 5 p.m., but the auto firm’'s
exit, due to a 10 per cent budget cut
in anticipation of a sales slump, will
force postponement for at least one
week., The Balaban & Katz video
outlet will not go forward with just
one sponsor, since it would just about
break even on that basis.

Three prospects are in the picture
now to pick up the 51,500 weekly tab.
Whoever is signed ultimately will
split time with Philco. K-F, having
recently started bankrolling the high-
priced Walter Winchell show, simul-
taneously dropped two shows on Mu-
tual Broadcasting System, The Thin
Man and Meet the Boss.

Local 47 Ogles
TV Scale Boost

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15.—A boost
in tele scale for Local 47, American
Federation of Musicians (AFM)
members, will be asked at the expira-
tion of the present AFM tele conlract
January 31. Local 47 radio-tele rep
Phil Fischer said recommendations
have been made to the AFM national
office calling for a wage boost which
will put local tele musickers on a par
with New York. Presently, sidemen
here get $9.20 per half hour show
with half hour rehearsal included,
but the rate is considered too low in
view of tele's growth and local cov-
erage.

Door has been left open so that no
prior commitments will be made lo-
cally, final determination to be de-
cided after New York tele scales are
readjusted. Despite low cost of live
music on local tele, musician employ-
ment in the new medium has been
scant since live music clearance be-
gan, Fischer added.

EST TV

Bankrollers

Raise Heads

Time To Ride Bandwagon

CHICAGO, Jan. 15. — Interest in
television on the part of the advertis-
ing industry and potential sponsoring
companies has risen tremendously
here and elsewhere in the past few
days, a check of networks, stations
and leading agencies has revealed.
In Chicago the impetus was created
by various factors—airing of Easlern
network shows; beginning of full-
scale operation by the National
Broadcasting Company's o.-and-o.
Chi wvideo station, WNBQ; special
video luncheon sponsored by the Chi-
cago Radip Management Club, and
the origination of the Swift-NBC
Lanny Ross chow before a large audi-
ence of trade leaders and press rep-
resentatives at the Morrison Hotel
Thurzday (13).

Of paramount importance was the
opening of the East-Midwest coaxial
cable and the resultant airing here
of top shows never before seen in the
Midwest. The trade was unanimous
in agreeing that many adverilising
agencies and their clients were show-
ing new interest in television and
were talking about purchase of vdeo
AIrings.

Opening of the coaxial cable
created new interest 1n vid:2o evan
in cities not included in the exsanded
facility. John Norton, v.-p. ¢i the
American Broadcasting Company's
central division, said that on a trip
to Minneapolis he had noticed inter-
est that could result in sales, even
tho that city had no chance to see
network coaxial shows, He said press
reports about the coax had stimulated
g0 much wvideo interest in Min-
neapolis-St. Paul that practically
every agency and advertiser he called
on indicated a determination to look
for video shows to buy in the future.

Appland Shows

Among agencies here the concensus
was praise for the shows seen in the
Midwest, an awakening to the reali-
zation that television had hit the big
time and also that it was time {o gel
on the band wapgon.

The Chicago Radio Management
Club luncheon, at which NBC had
its top New York and Chi brass in
attendance, witnessed a special NBC
show, originated in New York and
Washington, to salute the club and to
mark the second use of the coax.
Whereas the wusual attendance at
CRMC meetings is about 150, this
meeting at the Palmer House at-
tracted more than 500 radio, agency |
and sponsor representatives. Many

(See Coaxial Hypos on page 15)
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illustrated booklet thot talls ot
a glance exacily what make-
up to use at ail times and for

all parts. Includes special valuable hints

theatrical, movie — ond now  oa the new television make-up, fashion shows.

even tho the sponsors had a big
tip, they were unable to turn them
due to the lack of facilities in the
basement of the Mosque where the
television screens were placed. The
 people came down and crowded in to
~ (See WDTV, Pitt, Bows on page 14)

P islevision people sverywhere phologrophy. sic Write lor your copy today! |

B e

Steele's vocalizing of My Darling, in
a so-called production number with
a little girl and a ballet by the little
girl (undoubtedly a star pupil in some
dancing school) constituted

{See Four-Web Coaxial om puge
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Authors’ Le

Clash Over TV Authority

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—A jurisdie-
tional war is breaking out between
the Authors' League (AL) and one
of its branches, the Screen Writers'
Guild (SWG), over control of video.
Presumably it had been settled be-
tween the groups that a television
writers’ guild would be set up in the
near future after working out cer-
tain details to safeguard the SWG.

However, the SWG, in what has
been characterized by the opposition
a8 a sneak punch, moved into the
tele writers picture by meeting with
a tele film producers group headed
by Hal Roach Jr., to discuss a con-
tract for scripters and by accepting
the affiliation of the Association of
Film Writers (AFW), an East Coast
group, whose members write mostly
documentaries. The ‘AL views as in-
teresting the claim of the SWG that
AFW members are tele writers.

What action the Authors' League
will take is not known, but the org
is expected to move fast and prob-
ably will notify the tele film produc-
ers’ assoclation that the SWG has no
jurisdiction over the field and hasn't
the authority to sign any contract
covering tele writers,

Guild Entanglements

Agreement at the AL a= to which
among its members would control
tele took a long time in coming. The
Radio Writers' Guild originally was
granted wvideo jutisdiction but re-
turned it to the AL so0 as not to cause
jurisdictional strife. Now many execs
in the AL feel that the SWG was
always trying to throw a monkey

WNBQ Kickin o Off
Four Chi Tele Shows

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—WNBQ. Chi
National Broadeasting Company vi-
deo station, will begin regular airing
of four new loral shows the week of
January 23, Ted Mills, video program
director for the web's central division,
announced this week,

New shows, which now can be
aired on a regular basis with the
opening of WNEQ's new video studio
this week, are THe Quiz Kids, pat-
terned after NBC's AM program,
which Miles Laboratories will begin
sponsoring Tuesdays from 8 to 8:30
p.m., starting January 25; a news
show featuring Clifton Utley, which
will be telecast Monday thru Thurs-
day from 9 to 9:15 p.m., beginning
January 24; These Are My Children,
dramatic serial program created by
Irma Phillips, which will be aired
Monday thru Friday from 4:15 to
4:30 p.m,, start?Tng January 24: and
Walt’s Workshop, video lessons in
home handicraft, to be aired Mondays
from 7 to 7:30 p.m. starting the same
night.

Next week WNBQ will start airings
of two other new shows: The Weath-
erman, 6:45 to 6:50 p.m. Monday thru
Friday weather show starting Janu-
ary 17, and Take a Dare, audience
participation stunt show which will
be aired Wednesday from 7:30 to 8
p.m., slarting January 19.

With the exception of The Quiz
Kids, all new shows will start sus-
taining.

CLOSSY PROFESSIONAL

- 8x10 PHOTOS
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wrench into the formationm of a tele
writers' guild, unless it met terms
favorable to the Ceoast group. On
the other hand, many members in
branches of the AL are irritated at
what they believe to be the slowness
and lackadaisical handling of the
situation by the AT

Meanwhile, the organization of the
TV writers’ guild continues. Rex
Stout is the head of a joint AL com-
miliee, and Evelyn Berke is handling
the administrative details. About 20
people have already joined the org.
When the number is about doubled,
the new writers’ group will be ad-
mitted to the AL. A skeleton con-
stitution and eligibility rules are be-
ing drafted.

Tele Brass To Dish
It Out at CTC Meet

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—The Chicago
Television Council (CTC) will hold
its first major annual television con-
ference here Marcl 7-9 at the Palmer
House, James Stirton, president of the
club and general manager of the
central division of American Broad-
casting Company (ABC), announced.

Stirton said that leading figures in
all facets of the industry will take
part via speeches and participation in
panel meetings.

“It is our intention,” he declared,
“to measure the developments of tele-
vision to date and to estimate the
future in an exciting, interesting
manner. We will avoid generaliza-
tions and tedious excursions and zeek,
instead, to get down to cases.”

Presidents of the four networks
have been invited. Mark Woods, of
ABC, has accepled the invitation,
while presidents of other networks
have said they could not attend but
would send top executives, Altho
the line-up of speakers has not been
completed, so far definitely scheduled,
in addition to Woods, are James
Young, well-known advertising fig-
ure and consultant for J. Walter
Thompson; Lee Cooley, wvideo di-
rector for McCann-Erickson: Leonard
Hole, of DuMont, and Leo Burnett,
head of the agency bearing his name.
Wayne Coy, head of the Federal Com-
munications Commission, has also
said he would make every effort to
attend. Jack Foppele, president of
the Television Broadcasters' Associa-
tion, also has said he would try to be
on hand.

It is also planned to have Holly-
wood bigwigs prezent as speakers.
Altho nobody from Hollywood has
been lined up, Stirton said that Art
Holland, Malcolm-Howard exec and
program chairman for the CTC, is on
the West Coast now, lining up movie-
video names.

Attendance at the conference will
be open to all members of the video
industry and other interested parties.
Tele station personnel, advertising
agency representatives, sponsors, ra-
dio and movie executives and tech-
nicians are expected to attend.

Chrysler Sponsors
Detroit Art Show

DETROIT, Jan. 15.—The move of
automotive sponsors into the televi-
sion field gained momentum with the
debut of The World of Art Wednes-
day (12) on WXYZ-TV, with the
Chrysler Corporation as sponsor. The
show uses the facilities of the Detroit
Institute of Arts, across the street
from the station’s studios, to give a
dramatic presentation of selected
items in the collections.

The World of Art is being produced
as a package show by Charles Adams,
former legit producer, who also
the sustainer, Kiddie Kort, a juvenile
i T SRS

ams ig re g two er sho
for video—Mirth in Music and Guild
Flayhouse,
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BRIDGEPORT, Jan. 15—Area
Rent Director Clarence C. West-
erberg has ruled that a landlord
cannot charge a tenant more
rent because the tenant installs
a television set, but adds that
if the landlord installs the set
for the tenant’s enjoyment it I
constitutes an added service for
which a rent increase can be
authorized.

KLAC-TV Snags
Coast Baseball

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15—KLAC-
TV this week snared tele rights to the
1949 baseball sked of the L, A. Angels
and will be awarded similar rights
to Hollywood Stars’ games as part
of a packaged deal made with mil-
lionaire-sportsman P. K. Wrigley.
owner of the Angels and franchise
holder for the Stars, who sold tele cov-
erage to KLAC-TV for a reported
price of $45,000. Sale marked the first
lime baseball rights on the Coast
have been =old, and included an ex-
clusive deal for 186 home games.

Station toppers will promote the
baseball series as another, feature of
“sports tele station of Los Angeles.”
Last fall, KLLAC bought the tele rights
to all home games played by USC-
UCLA football teams, paying a record
$75,000 for the series and kicking off
with a big promotion splash stressing
sporls coverage. Don Fedderson, sta-
tion's general manager, treks to New
York this week-end to discuss base-
ball sponsorship with prospective
Eastern bankrollers,

KFI-TV Expands
Operations Sked

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15—KFI-TV
will shortly expand its operating time
from present 12 to 15-hour weekly
tked to a minimum of 25 hours, it was
disclosed by station’s general man-
ager, W. B. Rvan. The Earl C, An-
thony outlet hopes to go into daytime
video in order to increase revenue,
but the extent of increased coverage
will depend on program availabilities
and commercial commitments,

Ryan discounted the strong local
rumors that the station was for sale,
declaring that KFI management has
consistently turned down bids to sell
its TV adjunct. Station is, however,
interested in making a film company
tie-up and is currently mulling of-
fers from several major pixeries to
Join forces in a co-operative pro-
graming venture,

Cincy Gardens Tele
Rights to WKRC-TV

CINCINNATI, Jan. 15.—Exclusive
rights to televise all sports and ae-
tivities, which are televisable in
whole or part, at the new Cincinnati
Gardens, Inc.,, here were given to
Station WEKRC-TV in a deal con-
summated this week. Pact goes into
effect when the Gardens open Febru-
ary 22 with an exhibition hockey
gg;lna and continues until May 1,
1950,

Frank A. Selke, executive vice-
president of the Gardens, signed the
pact for the new spot, while Hulbert
Taft Jr., managing director of WKRC-
TV, repped the station in the pres-
ence of Charles Sawyer Jr., acting
general manager of the Gardens.

eatel et N o
men arch an -
tion April 1. Ewvents
already skedded for video are basket-
ball games and boxing and wrestling
matches i a al can be obtained
from the ti Boxing and
Wrestling Commission. |
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L L
On Gridirons

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 15.—Foo
ball’s answer to television failed to
come out of the meeting of the Na
tional Collegiate Football Association
which elosed a week-long session
here Saturday (8). The group
took no official action, leaving it
the individual colleges to debate and
deal individually in the 19490
season. Pacific Coast Conference di-
rectors and those of the Big Nine
announced they would put the matter
up to the faculty reps of the colleges
in the two conferences.

The discussion was led by K. L.
(Tug) Wilson, commissioner of ﬂ:wi
Big Nine. Tom Harmon, former
Michigan grid star, now sports di-
rector at KLAC, Los Angeles, made
the case for video. His presentation
had little or no effect on the college
reps. He said television might hurt
the gate, but colleges should considey
the shut-ins, especially those in vet-
erans’ hospitals, who can't get out to
the games.

$5,000 Report

The Crossley report, for which tl:lli
NCFA paid $5,000, was made publie
by H. Jamison Swarts, athle di-
rector of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. It .came te (he conclusion tha
the gate suffered fMdly in and around
the New York area where games were
televised. He said the report showed
a drop in attendance in 1948. Tele-
vision was blamed. Ralph Furey, of
Columbia, said that he did not agree
fully with the Crossley survey and
that there would be no real danger
until television was made nationwide.
Other speakers said they thought
television defilnitely would decrease
revenue,

‘Al Masters, sathletic director at
Stanford University, speaking for the
Pacific Coast Conference, declared
that video might help the gate at the
start by interesting new customers.
He said he stood for a one-year video
contract only. Ted Payseur, of North-
western, reported that Notre Dame,
Illinois and Northwestern tel .
their games last season and noled no
drop in attendance. Bill Hunter, of
University of Southern :
said his college might give it another
try this year. Some games were {ele=
vised in Los Angeles, but that area
as yet does not have an outstan '
number of sets in homes. No )
football games have been telecast
San Francisco. -

Edelbrew To Buy
15 Mins. of ‘Bowling”
NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Edelbrew

signed to sponsor 15 minutes f"
Bowling Headliners over four East-
Casiing Compiy (RRES e
cas ompany net-
work., The full hour show, which
airs from 10 to 11 p.m. over the en-
tire Eastern web of ABC, wil ,.r4
the beer during the 10:30 to 1045
g is Gordon & m,

agency is | -
Ine. It’!tha:hnﬁﬂntm I

R

1000—-8 x 10°s fﬂ'u_;' “
geo of $2.00

s e 2406 oach.
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Ripley TV Seg
 Over NBCWeb

, Jan, 15. — Motorola,
Ine., manufacturer of radio and tele-
receivers, hms about completed
plans to buy a new network video
show, it became known here this
réek. Altho it is practically certain
that the new show, replacing its The
{ature of Things which Motorola now
jifrs on the East Coast National
Broadcasting Company (NBC) video
yeb, will be a Believe It or Not

ckage featuring Robert L. Ripley,
At press time final decision had not
been made as {o whether NBC or the
merican Broadcasting Company
d carry the airing. Final decision
on facilities are expected to be made
n New York, where the show will
priginate, early next weak, but the
ent and its agency, Gourfain-Cobb,
Chicago, favor NBC because it ap-

parently can make more desirable
acilities available.

Whatever the decision, it is ex-
pected that the program will be
arried by a web linking Eastern and
Midwestern cities with video outlets,
Latest plans were to have the
Ripley show aired on 14 NBC stations,
via coaxial and kinescope recordings,
gruesdays from 930 to 10 p.m.
| ES.T.). starting February 15,

I'School Buys Studio
Time at WFIL-TV

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15.—Mark-
ng the first use of commercial TV
0¥ a video school of learning, the
Theater Arts Institute of Philadelphia
pntracted for 100 hours of camera
shearsal time in the studios of
WFIL-TV. Handled by the Solis S,
antor advertising agency here, the
leal is for the purpose of training
itudents at the school in the art of
producing video shows. In addition,
e school bought eight half-hour
seriods of air time for presentation
of programs developed by the insti-
te and its students.

Under terms of the agreement,
WFIL-TV will furnish the institute
rith gtudio space, a TV camera and
ew and appropriate lighting for re-
hearsal periods. The studios will be
ised for actual rehearsals and cam-
era and lighting experiment once a
week, Proposed shows to be broad-
tast will be scheduled later. The in-
stitute, founded more than a year
ago, instructs students in all phases
of TV program production in its own
lassrooms and workshops.

/ICK ENTERS TV FIELD
HOLLYWOOD, Jan, 15.—Forma-

nation tele program packaging
nd video exploitation firm, was an-
nounced this week by Ted Wick, for-
mer David O. Selznick Studios' radio
ee. Wick will head the new Court-
pey firm, concentrating on sale of
rideo programing ideas and servicing
ndie motion pic studios on radio-
leo exploitation,*with headquarters
Hollywood.
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ABC Central Sells
‘Idemify’ Over TV
Network to Stein

C’HICA!_}D, Jan. 15.—The American
Bmadga:&tmg Company's (ABC) Cen-
tral Division this week scored its first
sale of a regular network video series
when A. Stein & Company, makers of
Paris garters, suspenders and belts,
purchased Identify, a Chi-originated
sporls program which ABC will feed

to 12 markets, from St. Louis to
Hasmq. starting February 14. Show,
featuring Bob Elson, local sports-

caster, will give audiences a chance
to identify historical sporting situa-
tions and will air Mondays, 8 to 8:30
p.m, (CST),

Sale was made by Bill Wilson, of
the ABC video netwark sales staff
here. Account was placed by the
Louis A, Smith Agency, which has
done only minor video work to date.
Budget for Stein & Company, for
which a 52-week coniract has been
signed, is expected to be abbéut $100,-
000 for time and talent. Identify
will be aired, via coaxial and kine-
scope recording, in Chicago, Milwau-
kee, St. Louis, Toledo, Detroit, Cleve-
land, Buffalo, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Washington, New York and
Bostaon.

Patterson Dickers

For Tele Sponsor

NEW YORK, Jan, 15.—Artist Rus-
sell Patterson, whose varied energies
recently were incorporated, has been
dickering with several sponsors for
his wideo package, Russell Patter-
aonnetts. The airer features the pup-
pets which have appeared at the
French Casinp nileries and in films,
plus Slapsy Maxie Rosenbloom and a
line of models in bathing attire, The
gals will be from Patterson's new
model agency, to be opened shortly.
The scene of the show, incidentally,
is a model agency,

The Patterson show will feature
original musiec and lyries. The price is
believed to be around the 56,500
maric.

Herb Swope Jr. Joins
Sutherland TV Firm

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Herbert
Bayard Swope Jr., TV director for-
merly with Columbia Broadcasting
ayvstem (CES), this week signed to
head the New York office of John
Sutherland Productions, Ine., of Los
Angeles. The Sutherland firm has
been active in making industrial films,
as well as animated and general en-
tertainment pictures.

Emphasis of Sutherland video ac-

tivity will be heavy on the produc-
tion of tele commercials,
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NAB Pegs TV Outlet Nut

At 2006; Ceiling No Limit

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—A mini-
mum outlay of around $200,000 a
year is required for running a tele-
vision station currently, and there’s
practically no ceiling on the maxi-
mum, according to the latest chapter
in National Assoelation of Broad-
casters’ (NAB) Television Report.
The chapter, titled Operating Costs,
was issued publicly by the NAB
this week. The NAB study does not
specifically cite a $200,000 minimum-
cost figure for operating a TV station,
but this minimum can be computed
from several formulas shown in the
latest chapter of the study which,
when completed, will provide the
industry with the first report of its
kind en the over-all requirements

in capitalization for building and
running television stations under|
various plans and conditions.

The latest chapter reveals that|
wage rafe cosis in television stations
are identical with those of AM broad-
cast stations but that video stations
require considerably mor~ staffers,
with the result that over-all labor
costs run higher for video operations.

As borne out in earlier chapters of
the study which is being edited by
Charles A, Batson, the latest material
shows more evidence that telecasting
is strictly a heavy-capital business,

Equipment Needed

It requires heavy capital to build
a station and a big bank roll to keep
the station operating. In establish-
ing formulas by which station operat-
ing costs can be computed, the chap-
ter lists six variables including two
types of transmitters and four tvpes
of programing. Transmitter tvpes
are community-type 500-watt trans-
mitter and metropolitan-type E.HEID-[
walt transmitter. The four types of|
programing are film, network, re-|
mote, and studio. Acltual operating
costs depend on whether a station
operates on a community type or
metropolitan transmitter and on the
combination ~f program types used.
Also there are such factors as pre-
vailing wage rates in the community,
according to size; the number of hours |
on the air, ete. Just to keep a com-|
munity-type transmitter in operation |
for a year, the cost is fipured at
$25,000 a wyear, while $55,000 would|
be required to keep a 5,000-vwatt
transmiiter in operation. These costs
do not include outlays for program-
ing, studio, etc. Among several ex-
amples cited of stations using dif-
ferent program ‘“wvariables,” the NAB
study shows that it would cost around
$3566,000 a year to run a station on
a 5,000-watt transmitter and on a
30-hour weekly transmitter schedule
consisting of 3115 program hours and
the balance test patterns, with the
programing broken down into the
following categories: 14 hours of net-
work sustaining service, T hours film,

UW Going All

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15.—Plans for
full-scale invasion into wideo film
production during 1949 were disclosed
this week by Lewis Blumberg, sales
manager of United World Films’ tele
division, a subsidiary of Universal-
International (U-I) Pictures. Blum-
berg left the Coast upon completion
of a production cost study, indicating
that United World would expand its
present tele film experimental pro-
gram to include both commercial tele
pix as well as entertainment prod-
ucts. To date, U-I's film subsid has
produced video pix for Lucky Strikes,

Hats.
United World's tele expansion,
which insiders hint will involve a

considerable amount of inter-org tal-

For Tele Film Production

General Eleetric, Chevrolet and Lee’

Out in Plan

ent exchange with the parent com-
pany, will be timed to give U-I a
jump on tele competitors. With extra
production facilities available both in
Hollywood and New York to handle
added 6flm assignments, and with
United World's distribution set-up,
U-I will be able to offer tailor-made
production facilities to bankrollers
and agencies.

Films will be tied in with U-I's
hypoed tele flack and promotion
plans, which already include a week-
ly tele show, packaged by U-I and
serviced to video stations on a cuffo
basis. Live tele packaged shows,
altho not now in the offing, are con-
sidered a possibility of United World

toppers.

ericantracioneion e

7 hours remotes, and 3% hours studio
programs.

Decision Phase Done
The latest chapter completes the

section on The Decision Phase, and |

thé next section will bHe entitled
Building. Its chapters will be on
building the plant, building the staff,
building the program structure and
building circulation. Expectations
are that the completed study, which is
officially called, Television: A Report
on Visual Broadcasting Art, will be-
come a bible .for the new television
departigent which the NAB is con-
sidere rtain to install, subseguent
to a report of its newly-formed ‘e-
organization committee,

City TV Nut 356G

The average minimum operating
costs total $356.000 annually for a
metropolitan TV station schaduling
313 program hours weekly, the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasiers
(NAB) said this week in the latesi
chapter of the running TV study.

The operating costs specified by
the NAB for a metropolitan station
are broken down-as follows: $55,000
for transmitter costs, $3,000 for the
studio-transmitter link, $80,000 f{or
cost of carrving network shows, $65,-
000 for film expenses, $60,000 for re-
mote pick-ups, $80,000 for live studio
shows and $13.000 for what the NAB
calls “program nucleus," defined as
depreciation, personnel and miscel-
laneous.

Roofers To Tankroll
“Stop Me” on Tele

INEW YORK, Jun. 15—The Bona
Fide Linoleum & Roofing Company,

a newcomer to broadcast advertising,
this week signed to bankroll the
video version of Stop Me If You've
Heard This. The deal was sel with
National Broadecasting Company
(NEC), for the 9 to 9:30 p.m. period
Fridays, starting January 28,

The cast of the latest edition of
otop Me will include Benny Rubin,
Cal Tinney, Henrv Slate and Leon
Janney,

Clip Joint!

PHILADELPHIA, Jan- 15.—
Talk about the sacrifices to get
on TV! Phileco’s WPTZ was
algﬂpping_ around for a one-man
piano show. They finally found
a fellow named Carl McBride,
who fit the piano playing role
perfectly, Only there were a2
couple of camera angles that

For one thing, he had a heavy
mustache. And on top of his
topper, he had a bushy jungle-
type hair-do. Now MeBride has
neither mustache nor bushy
hair-do. But, by golly, he's in a
TV studin!

didn't fit with his Steinwaying. r

SO YOU LOOK THE PART!

And get it, too, when you promeote yourself with
m-; super-slick photo repros, They do a stellar
job for you at startling low pricel

Bxl10's, 5¢ hedgor g
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Four - Web Coaxial TV Studio and P od ctl F ilit
able Show Strictly |
1T Ak A complete listing of facilities available at currently operating video stations is reported below
l C fﬂr Cr"‘"" n }’ data listed covers virtually all phases: The number of studios: camera equipment, including Mm Eh
film size; projection equipment, and slide and film production availabilities The report was prepared by
11; Continued from page 11) Berry Wall research director of Film Production Service, and The Biﬂbmtrd TV Evaluator staff.
contribution. NBC, as has been TVe FiLM
ﬂuintt.;d u]ut. presented "“America's Oureras Cameres "m'l L "-"-'-'-'.l'
o, television star,” and billed 2 e : :
Berle that way, justly enough. But CALIFORNIA ‘*‘5 = - E E i g E - = E
did Berle have any special material |l LOS ANGELES SRR g Al AN i O L z
even remotely befitting the occasion? RTLA ..... I 2 TR N A LA 2 4 4 . 2 0 Yes 3
No, he trotted out his standard bistro KTSL ..... sesSessssssnsnstnss iea O 4 2 — - - 2 g % T};g #:l ;:
insult routine (“Your head is shining L R o — e e e o— Sl ¥ | S U s RS
I'jgtlt iﬂm}' 'EFE'S” EIE] and hrﬂughl KLAE"Tv ----- disdsdddensnene e - — J— — — — — — — | — mm—
on Harry Richman, who did I'm Glad || SAN FRANCISCO
I'm an Actor and Puttin’ 01 the Ritz. LR S N R U S R e g L o 3 3 0 0
Richman tried, but he's getting along || CONNECTICUT . . S : No No No
:n years, and the voice and the limit- W{SEVEH
ess energy, the vibrant quality are RN e o i e e s e an i L 2 3 1 0 Yes 1
all but gone. The guy did a blackface || DIST. OF COLUMBIA e
impersonation of Al Jolson singing || WASHINGTON
April Showers, and enuld hardly get WMAL=TN. s ssesrbrssvessvatesciviil 2 2 0 0 — 0 2
up off his one knee. He and Berle WNBW ek s e ity e et e 3 2 — = — ? 2 2 rl'gg 33 %:
bowed off with a blackface routine. WITG c.iesiens ressveensinnsnnne 1 2 4 0 O — 2 0 2 No No Yes
In the course of the shuffle-off-|| GEORGIA
to-Buffalo Berle held his straw|] ATLANTA
skimmer up right in front of Rich- by S ) S, e sy ot 2 2 1 — No 2 — - Yes - —
man's face. Even with all these WAGA-TV vt ssratiraresscne 2 2 2 1 o - 2 0 2 N Y
: 0 e Yes
shortcomings, the Berle - Richman ILLINOIS
segment of the show was still easily || CHICAGO
the standout. WBEB ...cicieesansssrre E ke ee. 4 6 4 0 0 — 2 2 2 No No Yes
ABC turned the job over to its Chi WENR-TV ..evseeiens sastene 8T e S -y —_ = - — — —
ﬂ'l.lﬂE't, WENR-TF. “*hit‘h gﬂ'ﬁ'e the WGH = Ilv AT R R e i@ I g 5 u Nﬂ' 1 2 1 Yﬂ YH YE'
East a sample of its highly touted WINER) o n s i awasmenneoe abuas o sl 3 3 3 0 0 0 2 i1 = No — -
Standby for Crime. Mavhbe other|{|] KENTUCKY
offerings of this troupe have bheen|| LOUISVILLE
goow, but this one wasn't. The story WAMERTW 3k, oo vt e sis o2 ialed 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 - ]\Q\ No Yes
was poor, building neither its plot-|| LOUISIANA
line nor characterizations adequately. || NEW ORLEANS
The acting was for the most part VDT R e i — — 3 1 == — a 0 — No No No
pure, meaty Swift. The direction was || MARYLAND
an amateurish effort at Hitchcockism, || BALTIMORE -
Mare Connelly's build-up intro only WBAL-TV ..cisssderecsacransaans B 2 2 0 0 No 3 0 5 No " No No
made thE’ ]'Jl'ﬂd'l.lf"tlﬂ'l‘i seem that ‘-I!T'II.I'Eh WMAH'W s B @ RBEESEE BRI ERBR B I 2 :‘ T ﬁ ?H : a Yﬁ Yﬂ Y-H
worse. . WAAM ......s R B ML e R 2 1 — - —_ s ] No Yes Yes
Screams from the web program de- || MASSACHUSETTS
partment that it's virtually impossible || BOSTON
to dn Hnyth]ng 11'.'l lﬁ_minute Eegmenls WBZ-TV Mt T LT IF L0 (e e e ey =@ wE 2 2 2 1'.' 0 - 1 : 3 Nﬂ Hﬂ Hﬂ
{if thE}f fhﬂﬂEE to scream to that WNAC-TV AEBEE B S e e b csanaas. A 3 K| — F | S— 2 o S 2 YE-E ?eﬁ —_—
effect) get no sympathetic ear from || MICHIGAN )
this viewer, Joe Csida. DETROIT
T L N s s i e 5 2 1 0 No 2 0 3 No No No
Reviewed Tuoesday (Januoary 113, 9:30-11 p.m. HIEE;E}T e i o .4 : 9 : 9 o 3 - 2 Yes Yes Yes
Introductory speechea: Wayne Coy, chalrman
ef the Federal Coemmunleatlons Commission: ST. PAUL
Leroy A. Wilson, president, American Tele- e n ol e S e e 1 3 | p | (1] Yes | 0 3 Yes Yes Yes
phane & T'I'J.!ﬂl.‘p_h .l:w:mpll‘l} (AT&T): Dr. Mlssnual h
Allen B. DoMont, Niles Trammell, Mark Woods, !
Frank Stanton, Mayar Myron Kennely., At ST. LOUIS
10-10:15, CBB-TY, producer, Don McClure; KSD=-TV ..sssdssscsasssasassssnsss 1 2 2 0 0 — 1 0 2 No Yes Y‘H
director, Bob Glevens. Casl— Arthor Gedfrey, NEW JERSEY ’
I'u.-nuluB !J:iwlrd:i J:lm.:,il Dulhlﬂlll Law- NEWARK
. a L1 ‘-l ﬂ' "
:;r’:ﬁfulr:, II-1|.l ln:llcﬁv{n:lzr nuM;:-:tf zl:tj:t:; y Tl iy A R R ANy | 4 3 1 1 2 2 2 4 No Yes Yes
hy Valenta; emsee-conducior, Ted Blecle: NEW YORK =
bor. AL 10:30-10:45, NBC-TV, cast—bilten || BUFFALO
Berle, Marry Richman.. Af 10:45-11, ABC-TY WEBBN-TV . dsstesvssesass s eitiea 1 20058 s No - SRS | R Yes
{Chieage), producer, Gre; Garrison; mystery NEW YORK )
Gostwin, 0 or Griman wilan AT TWABD ... iosbsaesnasnethoecivesy X B 6 1 Al T
W‘iw s s saad eI ERRERRERRERRERE 3 4 2 1 1 YE’ l : 2 Hu ?ﬂ YH
W&EE'T;TI "SRR R A R R R RN EEEE B R R R 3 ‘ 1'“ 4 ﬂ Yﬂ : : : ?‘El Nﬂ Hu
WDTV-! PI'IT* BOWS WJE-W ......p--ilii-it!-ill"l'""_ = =5 =y oy s e — e =) == =
A ety N T IR TR SR Yes 1 3 .8 Yeaa Xoa . Tewpou
(Continued from page 11) WHNBT ..ccsnsnassnsnee
see the new phenomenon but soon WPEX .....- PRI Y e 3 7 15 0 Yes 32 21 3 Yo Jm Yes
most of them gave up and left the || SCHENECTAD
hall. Others lost interest after a suc- WGRB .....eis VAT T o | S — 1 0 No [ 2 2 No Yes Yes
cession of dry speeches. SYRACUSE
WDTV does not have any studios | . WHEN .....ss PR N SRR YR 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 2 No No No
and does not plan to produce any || OHIO
local shows at present. The station || CINCINNATI )
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~ (Continued from page 11)
agency men at the luncheon went
Away voicing determination to get
their eclients into television.

_ The Lanny Ross show origination,
arranged by the Swift Company, pro-
sponsar; NEC and McCann-
ickson, agency on the account, was
i00. This
large group saw one of the best viden
shows aired in this city to date. In
the audience was not only top Swift
and NBC brass but also such agency
bigwigs as Leo Burnett, Maurice
Needham, of Needham, Louis and
Brorby; Henry T. Stanton, executive
vice-president of J. Walter Thomp-
son, and Marion Harper Jr., president
of McCann-Erickson. Alse on hand
were top brass of International Har-
vester and Standard Qil of Indiana,
two firms which are reported to be
interested in using large appropria-
tions for purchase of television shows.
Harvester, it is said, is interested in
buying a network wvideo program,
while Standard Oil is getting ready
to buy shows for airing in Midwest

cities where it has distribution.

Cy Wagner.

Competish Jolts

.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Plans of
the Columbia Broadcasting System
(CBS) to move into the Baston tele-
vision market received a jolt this
week when a competitive bid was
filed for WRTEB, Waltham, Mass.,
which CBS had previously filed to

The new bidder is the Meredith
Engineering Company, which filed
under the Federal Communications
Commission’s (FCC) Aveo procedure,
permitting competitive biding within
a specified time, Meredith offerad to
equal the CBS offer, which s in ex-
cess of $242,122, but whose tola! de-
pends on how much Ravtheon spends
to get the station on the air.

Meanwhile, CBS has until the end
of the TV freeze to decide whether
to drop its bid to buy a Boston area
TV station or its bid to build one,
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) ruled this week in re-
fusing. to order dismiszal aof the bid
for a construction permit.

The Boston Metropolitan Television
Company, competing with CBS to
build on Channel 9, had petitioned thea
FCC to dismiss the CBS bid as being
inconsistent with the web's bid to
buy WRTBE. The FCC replicd thal
since pending applications to builé
are not being processed, there is no
need at present to force CES o make
up ils mind. The commission added,
however, that if the transfer applica-
tion has not been acted on prior to the
freeze end, CBS will have to make a
choice.

British Plan Test
Of Theater Video

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—British
experiments in thealer video will be
getting under way in the near future,
the Commerce Department reported
this week, An agreement for theater
television has already been reached
between the British Broadcasting

ated British Picture
(ABPC).

Theaters in the midtovn area of
London are to be equipped for TV
projection. One theater in Bromley,
Kent, is already equipped and is
able to pick up BBC transmission
from the main transmitter at Alex-
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HIll Blackstt &
Polpgpy

Os.; 14 Jim  Amechie
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Product Talani
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Grant Rdv.: 1-8 Spols Film, 1 Minuts
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Foothall Qarmes

——

Midget Boxing
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WBMKEAE, Chicago
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Mglle Bhaving Cream

Bt
Benton & Bowlen: 1-3 K itchen Club Film, 1 Minuis
Lang lIzland Raliroad Spota WPIX., NMey York
Al Paul Lefton: -9 Film, 41 Minuts
Rall Servica
Littie Ferry Ayte Agsee. Basketball I:I-;r:n- WPIX, New York
Fllnt;: 42-28 Remate, 2 HWours
Wied Corc
Celomal Corp. Wmuln-. WPIX., New York
Tracy Ment: 1-8 Remote. 30 Minutss
TV Flliers
Slarline Drug Ca, WPIX, Wew York

Dir Medst Frances MoGuirs WFIL-TW. Phila,
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Ward Whealonh; 12-39 Flim, 1 Minute

Briziol-Myeari "Erask Ltha Bank™ WFIL-TW, Phila.

Dohe=ty-Qi*Tord-Shenfinld ABGC Metwork 20 Minuiles

Mum and WVitalls: 12-39

Plansar Sclontiflc Corp. Spols WFIL-TV, Phila.

Cayton: 4.1 Film, 1 Minuts

TV Fliiem

L i e

Dr. Locks Ehosa Spoly WFIL-TV, Phils.

E. L. Brown:; 12-28 Film, 1 Minuts

B hom

Theaire Arts Instituis “Rchearsaly Oniy™ WFIL-TV. Phlia,

Ballz 6. Cantor: 1-8 Roheorsalt of TV Prograrma Studle, 1 Hour

TV Tralning

Chrlstian-Bholdlne Co. Spots WEPD, Taolede

Flim. 3 Minuted

Firfat Federal Baving:s & Loan Bpata WSPD, Toledo
a Film, 1 Minutls

L& Maotors Spata WSPD, Toleda

Weandl Fllm, 2 Minutas

Fird Cprs

NEW SUSTAINING PROGRAMS

Program Deacription
Stariing Dais

Biatlon, Facliity
Pachage Owner

RAsghing Prica
@Ehirioy Sponcer, hanwrlting analyet; -4 WFIX, Noew York
. Bludia
Jarz Qoncert; 1-3 WPIX, Mow York
Siudio

Joa Wilson's Hot Btowe Lsagus

woKB. Chlcanas
Btudle

DEPARTING COMMERCIAL PROGIRAMS

Bahorhaoen, Inc.
Pelroloum Producis

Epoansar
Rgoncy Program Dsscriptlon Biallon
Product Facliity City

Fotral Corporallon Mummors’ Parades WFIL-TV, Phila

Now Yaar's Day—
Aemola (Ora Tims Only)

Phillea. Osrp.

Hutching
Radlos and TV

Max= Yaéar's Eva Bhow
(Ona Time Only)

WFIL-TV, Phila

Det. House Projects
Draw Line on TV

DETROIT, Jan. 15. — Tenants of
city-operated housing projects can
have television sets if they live in a
lemporary project, but not if they
are in a8 permanent one. The dif-
ference came to light when a housing
official in another city sent a ques-

andra Palace, as well as from the
experimental transmitter at Syden-
ham,

In exchange for permitting theater
TV, the BBC is recei permission
from ABPC to teleyise selected Brit-
ish films.

tionnaire about wvideo sets in such
projecls,
The reason for the apparent dis-

crimination follows the general be-
lief that television appeals chiefly
to the upper income brackets as an
actual home utility to datle.

The permanent local projects were
designed for groups with restricted
mecomes—tenants whose income goes
above a certain figure are supposed
to face eviction—and they are not
expected to be able to afford tele-
vigion at its present cosl levels, Per-
mits for antenna installations have
accordingly been refused in aboui 20
cases. However, the tenants in the
‘“temporary” projects, chiefly war
and postwar construction, are not sub-
ject to” the income restriction, and
they are free to install the sets, ac-
cording to housing officials.

TATTATRS 1RSI A

Is It Showbiz,
Or News? WPIX
Must Decide

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Whether to
operate primarily as a reflection of
and adjunct to The New York Daily
News, or whether to operale on a
basis that “we're in show business

too”™ is the question which has
brought about a conflict in manage-
ment of WPIX, the Daily News tele-
vision station, authoritative sources
reporied this week, A decision on the
question so as to permit a firm pro-
graming policy is expeclted to be
made shortly,

There are two schools of thought in
WPIX. One is that the paper should
dominate and the station mirror it
by telecasting well-established news
features and placing a continued em-
phasis on news shows. The other
school holds thal irrespective of the
station’s relation with the tabloid
daily, it must compete whole-heart-
edly with the other New York video
stations, on a budget designed to
meet or exceed network programs.

An alternative along that line and
one which is said to be in most favor
IS to program along specialization
lines, mainly sports. On the theory
that since all other TV outlets in New
York are networlk stations, their pro-
gram responsibilities to their af=-
filiates won't permit them to ecarry
lengthly sporting events which an
indie such as WPIX ecan handle.
WPIX now has the Giants baseball
games completely sponsored by
Chesterfield because WNBET, a net-
work _station, couldnt devote the
necessary lime. Maybe it will get the
Yanks, too. It also has boxing, basket-
ball and hockey.

NBC Turns Heat

On ‘Cﬂnsequenfes’

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15.—National
Broadeasting Company (NBC) will
give Ralph Edwards's Truth or Con-

sequences full experimental tele
treatment when the quizzér does a
one-shot wvideo performance over

v.;eh’:: Coast outlet, KNBH, Thursday
(20).

Among tele gimmicks to be tried
during the show will be addi-
tion of new types of visual stunts plus
use of remote pick-ups. One idea
plammed will tie in with a skedded
airing of a basketball game by
KNBH from Hollywood High School,

Similar gimmicks will be tested,
all done “experimentally.” Show
will be jointly produced by Edwards!
Truth or Consequences director, Ed
Baily, and NBC exec tele producer,
Ed Sobol,

WNBT Preps 3 P.M.
TV Sign-On for Feb. 1

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—The swing
toward daylime video programing
became more pronounced this week,
as WNBT, New York, which only last
weell was preparing to move back in-
to the afternoon at a moderate pace,
decided to jump all the way to 3 p.m.

{as its sign-on program time, starting

February 1. All-day programing,
meanwhile, will make its first bow
outside New York Monday (17), when
WTTG, Du Mont's Washington outlet,
will begin taking shows from WAEBD,
New York, from 10 a.m. on. A few
WTTG shows will be locally orig-
inated.

WNBT, which now starts its day at
2:30, anticipates starting its early
sked beginning at noon in the near
future. Signed thus far are health
education expert Claire Mann, Bess
Johnson for a women's club show,
and Maria Cimine, who spins yarns
for moppets.
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Recorders Snare Wax T::llentI

Pace chkens

As A&R Execs
Flourish Pens

Heavy Cutting Skeds

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Diskers are
inking fresh waxing talent at a rapid
clip now that the ban has become
ancient history.

Alfred Drake, currently starring
in Kiss Me, Kate, this week signed
with RCA Victor. Drake, under a
one-year contract with options, will

specialize in show-tune and children’s
waxings. First four sides from the
Knte score, skedded for this week.
will be two solos and two duets with
Jane Pickens. Other additionz to
Victor's pop roster were the Fontane
Sisters, featured on the Perrv Como
Chesterfield show, and Bill [ﬂwrence

whose siening confirms earlier re-|

ports in The Billboard,

Chanees In 'U’wte:-rt folk roster in-
clude the signing of Shorty Long,
Johnny and Jack, and Kitty Wells
Alonzo and Oscar, tho still under
contract, will not wax for RCA be-
cause thev have dissolved their part-
nership. Contract calls for joint per-
formances.

Released from the race list were
Bill Johnson, Eddie Heywood and
the C‘a'fdwe!]s.

Steve Sholes, Victor's a. and r
topper in charge of folk, race and
jazz, will record Pee Wee King, the
Georgia Crackers, and Ernie Bene-
dict and the anpﬂ Riders in Chicago
next week. The first week in Febru-
ary Sholes will leave for Atlanta to
wax Southern hillbilly performers in
a schedule set by him and Bob Ross,
Victor's folk represenative in Nash-
ville, who recently spent 10 davs
here helping select tunes and artists

Columbia will record Bob Crosby
A8 a vocalist with the Modernaires
in Hollywood and holds an option on
Crosby's waxing future in the event
the sides turn out favorably. A simi-
lar deal has been set for chirp Julie
Wilson here. She will have a date
and will do mainly special material
ditties, with a couple of tunes slated
to come from the pens of show-
tunesters Allan Roberts and Lester
Lee, The diskery still hasn't been
able to straighten awavy its deal for
chirp Sarah Vaughan, Same diskery's
international department added Can-
tor Shalom Katz and dropped Hun-
garian tenor Niklos Gafni.

The MGM diskery inked the Galli
Sisters to a fresh pact. The Galli
girls formerly chirped with the Art
Mooney ork and have ent some wax
on their own for the Hub diskery.

At Mercury, the Soft Winds, =
fresh instrumental and sineine trio,
were inked to a pact and will slice
their initial wax for the firm next
week. The groun cut its first wax for
the Maiestic diskery and Mercurv
now holds the trin's masters sliced
for the former firm.

Tha Sirnature diskery has signed
the D=Marco Sisters, the group which
has been singing on the Fred Allen
girer for the past counle of vears,
and also has pacted Boston Chirp
Dorot'ty Myles.

This flurry of activity followed =a
series of pacts last week which had
Victor inking the Pied Pipers, Decca
signing orkster Larry Fotine and
singer Michael Douglas, and apitol
going all out after the boppers with
orksters Charlie Barnet and Woody
Herman leading the way for the label

Simon & Schuster
Kidisks With Trade Gimmicks

Prep 25¢

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—The Siman
& Schuster bﬂﬂk pubbery, after sev-
eral years of study and experimenta-
tion in the children’s record field, has
launched ifs Little Golden Rﬂcﬁrds
on the mass market with a lavish
program loaded with trade innova-
tions. The pubbery, which several
years ago discovered a mass sales
formula with its 25-cent Little Golden
Books, is now engineering a program
whereby its records will follow its
books into book shops, drugstores, 5-
and 10s, toy shops and super-markets,
besides hitting the counters in the
normal disk outlets, including chain
and department stores. Before em-
barking on such a sales program,
however, the firm's record division,
headed by Arthur Shimkin, has had
to develop profitable prﬂduﬂmn tech-
niques, quality plastic material and
mass market repertoire suited to the

Muzak Library
Of ET for Autos

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Muzak is
building a special transcription li-
brary of recorded background musie
Inr Transit Radio. The new library
is intended to supply a source of non-
irritating,
used by FM stations broadcasting to
publie vehicles, according to Charles
C. Cowley, exec vice-president of
Muzak Corporation.

The material has been selected from
Muzak's master library and inecludes
some 2,700 selections of all types of
music sufficient for 15 hours of
planned program.

Muzak’s research and programing
personnel have been working on the
new library for several months. FM
broadcasters regard Transit Radio as
an increasingly important field.

Is Columbia
To Know Joy?

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Columbia
Records probably will add a top mu-
sical director to its personnel roster
in a few days. Mentioned as one
possibility for the post is Leonard
Joy, who has had years of experience
with top waxeries, including Victor
and Decca. At press time, however,
Joy and Cplumbia had not signed o
paper. Columbia execs, indicated, too,
that four or five others were under
consideration, and that the appoint-
ment could well be made from per-
sonnel within the org.

The appointment of a top flight
artists and repertoire man has been
expected for some time at Columbia—
particularly since it became known
that Mitch Ayres soon would leave
the outfit.

noise-free music fo be|

at four times the speed of regular

speed, efficiency and quality, the disk-

in outlets they ordinarily cover with

scale last

Goose songs and Walt Disney favor-

waxed. For improved adaptation and
recording quality, all of the first 12
disks have justebeen recut.

have been made.

bums, and new artwbrk has been pre-
pared for each series derived from
sources other than the S & S books.
Labels
color variety, with larger individual
pictures to help the child to identify
each side.

gratis with every four disks pur-
chased. This deal is designed partly
to woo regular disk dealers who are
apathetic to 25-cent items but who|!
will tolerate a four-disk $1 package.

display ;
phonos with variable quantity deals.

six-inch platters.

Since its inception the diskery has
been the exclusive user of the injee-
tion meolding process, whereby one
pressing machine can turn out disks

DPTOCESS presses,

Alter much trial and as much error,
a new yellow plastic, Gnldﬂnﬂune
nas been developed. In lab tests, disks
pressed from this compound stood
up under 222 plays with a 5% -pound | ary
pick-up on an acoustical player, ac-
cording to Shimkin,

Price Slash Enabled
With the increase in production

ery has found it possible to reduce
its price per disk from 29 to 25 cents,
to take on jobbers, invoke a sliding
wholesale price scale for quantity or-
ders, and to offer a 100 per cent re-
turn privilege. The disks previously
have been sold by S & S book sales-
men, who will continue to push them

books, but toy, wariety and record
jobbers will now be offered the lme
as well. Because of the low margin
of profit, distribs who take the deal
will work on a short discount which
the diskers feel will be more than
compensated for by sales wvolume.
Robert Bernstein, sales diractf:rr. in-
dicated that the initial pressing on
each title is set at a quarter of a
million,

Initial releases, issued on a limited
year, consisted mainly of
material adapted from the Little
Gdlden Books, and miniature ar-
rangements of instrumental classics,
but the scope has now been broad-
ened to include folk tunes, Mother

ites. Christmas material will also be

Busiest
artists for the label are the Sand-
pipers, actually the Texaco Quartet
viewed on the Milton Berle TV show.
Mitchell Miller is musical conductor
on most of the dates.

Display-wise, a number of changes
New folders will
be made to look like miniature al-

will be printed with more

As a special gimmick, an
album will be offered the dealer

Dealers are also being offered free
racks and demonstration

Music Popularity
At the Coin Machine Show

The Music Popularity Charts, including Record Reviews and Ad-
vance Record Releases (usually found in the Music Department) are
puhﬂshed in the special Juke Box Operators’ Supplement published
in conjunction with this issue. As readers know, the annual trade
show and comtvention of Coin Machine Institute is currently taking
place in Chicago, and the special supplement is a Billboard trade ~omp
service published for the CMI show. I g.' manufacturers

Charts

has already closed
ous manu
will pay for the right to
name and likeness,

o i
Bﬁllﬂ WI_ 1__
Reactwated

By Brackman

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—The Amer-
ican Academy of Music, Mills Musie
subsid pubbery, which has been op=
erating spasmodically for several
years, will be fully reactivated in the
pop, standard .and educational fields,
Al Brackman has been named Een-
eral manager of the firm and it is
expected that California and Chicago
men will be added in the next week
or so. |

In the pop field, Brackman cur-
rently is working on the firm's plug
tune, Down by the Station. Second-

plugs are Blue Moments, a re-
vivnl via Frankie Laine's Atlas disk-
ing; Out of a Dream, another revival
via a Ravens waxing on King, and
My Sweet Patoot With the Bumber=
shoot, a new novelty, Also on tap
are i.hrea new Phil Moore tunes,

Goodbye, Get on Board the Peace
Train, and Talk Sweet Talk to Me.

Educational Stuff

Under its educational banner, the
pubbery is featuring a new series of
piano metho \E for teaching b¥ June
Werhright. ~hese were sampled at
a’ teachers' convention in Chicago
last month. There are six piano books
in the series to date, with four al-
ready available.

The American Academy standard
department will concentrate on Phil
Moore and Tutti Camarata composi-
tions, with some of Duke Ellington's
catalog items due for modernization
and revival, Also up for standard
department exploitation will be some
original be-bop instrumentals, with
the firm having inked Chubby Jack-
son to a writer's pact to help build the
modern music catalog. The firm will
publish modernized orchestrations on
some of the standard Benny Carter,
Rex Stewart, Benny Goodman, ete.,

ariginals which are in its r:ntilng.

Up-To-Date Ellington

The Ellington standard exploitation
will be aimed at radio and symphony
orks with such works of the maestro
as Reminiscing in Tempo skedded for
mudemiza!inned and h]fub}i:m&n&:l Hinr
symphony-siz uni
the firm will publish some of Pﬁ
Moore's recent items (Corn
125th Street Prophet, Fantasy tﬁ:ru
and Orchestra) in orchestra for
bands of 32 to 48 pieces.

Side Deals Set
For Cap’s ‘Bozo’

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15. — Capitol
Records' kiddie creation, Bozo the
Clown, may soon.be earning more
eoin for the diskery via extra-cur-

Bozo was sold

last
(Los Angeles Times-Columbia Broad-
casting System (CBS) I'idnn outlet)

Salesmen are being armed with ko-|as the lead character in

dachrome viewers and color photos|owned tele pa m? m
of displays, ms they can be utilized | will ﬁﬁh the %

in all types of outlets, one- e T i

Iumudﬂut
mmubm

‘l‘iﬂ!.
set deals include Wi
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§ Expansionin
- Pub. Disk Field
| NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Joe Davis

this week set a series of personnel
and paper deals preparatory to his

expansion in the pubbing and disking
fields, Davis's short-lived tie-up
with Murray Wizell in Murray Wizell
Music was finally terminsted with
Davis's purchase of Wizell's 25 per
cent interest, the transfer of the pub-
bery's song, Im My Dreams. from
Wizell 1o Davis’s Beacon Music firm,
and the reversion of the firm name
0 Wizell. At Beacon Music Mickes
Addy stays on as professional man-
Ager, to be joined by Clarence Kelly
(former Words and Music plugper) |

in New York, Mac Green in Los |
Angeles and a Chicago man who wae
not set at press time,

In addition to his regular pluggers,
Davis is putting on four regional men
in New Orleans, Pitisburgh, Boston
and one olther city as combination
ontact men and salesmen {for hist
Heacon Records, with plans to in-
gerease this staff to 10 within six

Cr o AT
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New ASCAP Consent Decree Due?

Heidt Mulls Flier Into Disk
Biz; Dickers With Oberstein

NEW YORK. Jan.
Heidt, who has been building up a
talent stable wia his Sunday air
shows, at press time had wirtually
closed a deal to po into the record
business with Eli Oberstein, with
nal papers to be signed by Monday
(17). If deal is concluded, Heidl will
supply the name and the talent. with
Oberstein picking the tunes, selting
up dates, and handling all produection
and distribution. Heidt provides the
coin, and Oberstein supplies the
know-how, is the way the deal is
being figured, Altho Heidt made it

without Oberstein, he felt that he and
the Varsity topper concurred on the
modus operandi which calls for the
organization of the Magnolia Record
Company, Inc., with Heidt as prexy,
and Oberstein as veepee. Label would
be named Horace Heidt Presents, and
would presumably retail at 79 cents.

months. First subject for this re-
gional tie-in promotion will be the |
une I Had It Coming, to be cut for|
geacon next week by Vincent Lapez. |
Bavis, who intends to concentrate on |
axing his own publications, will also
ut the tune as a race ballad with
novachordist-vocalist Grege Jones.
who has just signed a two-year pact
ith Beacon.

Davis also signed two five-year
igreements with Broadeast Music,
inc. (BMI), this week covering record
eleases and tune catalog. First deal
provides for advances against each
gcord release of Beacon tunes, im-
portant coin--wise in view of the large
umber of masters he sold to MGM
st year. The Beacon firm had|
briginally signed with BMI for two
years in 1942 renewed for one vear,
ind subsequently operated with a
H0-day cancellation clause,

Beacon disks will be sold directly
0 dealers, principally on a C. O. D.
pasis. Dealers’ price of 49 cents for
he 789-pent retail disks includles all.
shipping charges, Davis stated. Con-
enient regional shipping points may
be set up at a future date.

L.ombardo Evyes
PrecedentalWax

Deal With Decea

NEW YORK., Jan. 15.—Music Cor-
poration of America (MCA) and
Decca Records this week will discuss
precedental wax deal for Guy Lom-
bardo. The orkster's formula callsl
or his own org to pay for zll record-
ngs, with the selling rights assigned
0 the diskery for a period of five
rears. At the end of this period rights
rould revert to Lombardo, who could
then set up his own diskery with a
aluable ready-made catalog, or sell
lhe masters in a lump to Decca or
1y other diskery, '

During the past five disking years,
nmbardo has cut approximately 200
nasters for Decca, and durin,g the
am= period has earned rovallies on
ales topping several million disks per
nnum. With taxes taking the major
thunk of these earnings, and disposi-
jion of the masters entirely in the
iskery’s hands, Lombardo has been
inown to be on the lookout for a
hance icipate in a corporate
st-up that could easze his personal
ax burden. The possibility of a deal
vith the Musicraft interest has never
peen completely ruled out, and recent

3

The maestro, who during the past
year has auditioned nearly 40,000
people has, with the aid of Oberstein,
selecled a half dozen that show prom-

ise diskwise, and has already cut 30 |

sides. Artists already waxed include

Melissa Smith, San Antonio thrush: |

Harold Parr, the blind baritone:
Johnny Mungold, Irish tenor: Harry
Bee, harmonica virtucso from Tucson,
Ariz.; Dick Contino, accordionist who
hag since left the Heidt stable: and
Vie Valente, Buffalo pianist. All

BMI (Canada)
To Pub Winners

NEW YOREK. Jan. 15.—Broadcast
Musie, Ine. (BMI), Canada, Ltd., has
been named to publish the prize-win-
ning works of the annual competiiion
held by the McGill Chamber Music
Society. The society, sponscred by
the McGill Universily Conservatory
of Music, Torqnto, awards a $250
prize to the best original work sub-
mitted each year. BMI Canada plans
to publish worthy runners-up as well
as prize winners, and will assist in
the operation of the competition.

Project is under the supervision of
Robert J. Burion, general manager
of the Canadian licensing organiza-
tion and veepee in charge of pub-
lisher relations for the American
parent outfit.

15.—Horace

clear that he will proceed with or|

artisls are under contract to Heidt,

Heidt, citing past difficulties in
getting his former employees Frankie
Carle and Fred Lowery on wax,
hopes wvia his own label to develop
a ready showcase for talent he turns
up at “whistle stops” wvia his Philip
Morris broadeasts. He emphasized
also that his artists and their etchings
will get constant plugging on his air
shows, as well as thru personal ap-
pearances with his traveling Parade
of Stars units.

Presumably, production of Heidt's
disk will come form Oberstein’s own
plants, currently turning out the

latter's own 45-cent Varsity platters.

| Oberstein’s participation in a higher-
| priced label emphasizing talent has

been expected by tradesters since the
ban termination, and various reports
have indicated that he has ap-
proached several other mames with
similar propositions. None of these

have been dismissed lightly, in. view
of capital gains possibilities,

Jenkins, Burke
Inked to Decea

Staffer Papers

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15. — Decca
Records this week pacted Gordon
Jenkins to a new two-vear musical
direction deal, typing up the com-
poser-conductor exclusively. Con-
tract calls for Jenkins to augment
his own record releases by handling
musical direction on specially as-
signed sessions featuring top Decea
vocalists. While not hired solely as
a musical director, Jenking will have

strong voice in plotting sessions and |

conception of musical backgrounds.

Also signed to Decca was com-
poser-conductor Sonny Burke, who
will take over the artist and rep
job with headquarlers in Hollvwood.
Burke will handle sessions as well
as artists’ relations, filling the job
vacated by Morty Palitz's shift to
Columbia Records. Deal was can-
summated Friday (14) by Dave

Kapp, plattery topper now on the
Coast.

More Attractive TV Pitch
Being Considered by ASCAP

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The Amer-
ican Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers (ASCAP) is under-
stood to be considering ways and
means of making its pitch to tele-
casters more appetlizing. In informal
ASCAP-telecaster talks thus far the
complaint of the TV interests is that
in ASCAP's proposed deal not enough
uses fall under the general license
category and too many uses are re-
served for special license. This would
be too costly, TV men aver. ASCAP,
however, it was learned, may pre-
sent this point of view to TV: You
take our two-package deal, perhaps
even on a short-term basis, and in
return the Society will promise to
make a major effort to secure addi-
tional rights from members “as con-
ditions warrant.”

The lavter move, of course, would

! | entail going back to the Socieiy's

members

AYATATATAT RS |

Another musie industry spokesman
stated that the matter of the special

license is a severe problem. He in-
dicated that in the event this problem
could not be solved, the issue would
then resolve itself around whether
the licensing of special uses would
emanate from ASCAP or the pub-
lishers. TV execs, however, would
prefer to avoid clearing special uses
with individual publishers.

Despite the problems and despite
the fact®that the time iz short (=ix
weeks to March 1), feeling between
the two factions is one of amity, par-
tioularly in view of the recently
renewed contract covering the use
of ASCAP music on standard broad-
casting stations,

A meeting of reps of ASCAP and
a committee representing telecasters
was slated for this week but post-
poned until next.

U.S.MayOpen
Way to Collect

Fees for Pix

Suit Brings Disclosure

(Continued from page 3)
weighled in accord with the status
of the member.) Greenberg's applica-
tion also asked for the addition to the
decree of a provision setting forth

the qualification for publisher mem-
bership.

The move was opposed by Assistant
U. 5. Attorney Harold Lasser, who
stated that *. . . the government is
presently engaged in re-examining the
whole Consent Decree in line with
recent developments and it would be
premature to reopen the decree at'
this time on one specific issus. , . ™
Lasser also objected to any interven-
tion by Greenberg, on the grounds
that is the government's and not the
individual’s function to enforce pub-
lie interest in maintaining free com-
petitian, and that the pelitioner's al-
legations relate to internal affaire of

the Society and are therefore ir-
relevant.

Hammerstein Opposed

Osear Hammerstein also opposed tha
CGreenberg application in an affidavit
maintaining that the petition has no
merit, being designed purely to em-
barrass and harness ASCAP.

ASCAP feeling is that the 1041
Consent Decree, which involved a
preliminary ‘investigation of every
aspect of the Sociely's operation sub-
sumed approval of its dealings with
theaters. When Judge Leibell made
his decision freezing picture perform-
ance rights, ASCAP-ers feel he failed
to give sufficient consideration to the
Consent Decree. Now, they hope the
way is open for a refurbishing of the
decree, with the establishment of a
method of collecting for flick Dar-
formances that will suit ASCAP
members, producers, exhibitors and
Uncle Sam. The optimum arrange-
ment, according to tunesmiths and
pubbers; would be one in which per-
formance rights are recognized as dig-
tinet from synchro richts and are
cleared at a ‘“single source.” Such
source, however, obviously would be
the pie producers, who are downright

opposed to any such increase in op-
erating nut.

Decea To Put
Brunswick Out

On Coral Label

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Deacca Réc-
ords will make its entire Brunswick
catalog ‘available to retail dealers
again via its currently growing Coral
label, independent distributing or-
ganization. The Coral distrib net-
work now numbers 25 and is being
expanded nationally.

Decca's Brunswick catalog hold-
ings are all pre-1932 and include
sides by such artists as Duke Elling-
ton, Cab Calloway, the Boswell Sis-
ters, Benny Goodman and the
Casa Loma orchestra. The reissued
Brunswick series, which was avail-
able for several years in a group of
albums, will now be available in beth
album and single disk form. In addi-
tion, the Decca firm plans to include
some fresh waxings of a collector na-
ture in the current Brunswick label
revival plans, The series will retail
at 79 cents per single disk.
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Philly Revenooer Checks Up
On Ork’s Withholding Taxes

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15. — To
make sure Uncle Sam collects his
dues from musicians’ earnings, Fran-
cis R. Smith, collector of internal
revenue for this district, sent ques-
tionnaires to over 1,000 band leaders
and others who have hired orchestras
since last July, requesting them to
state whether they have regularly
withheld mcome taxes from musi-
cians’ pay as required by law.,

The questionnaire method was
adopted by Smith as the quickest way
of learning who in his territory was
paid for making music and how much.
The questionnaires were not only sent
to orchestra leaders, but to operators
of hotels, night clubs and restaurants,
who might hire tootlers from time
¢ time. They were informed that,
in the eyes of the government, the
orchestra leader who hires and fires
and fixes compensations, “is the em-
ployer of the members of his or-
chestra for employment tax and in-
come tax purposes.”

It makes no difference under the
law, the tax official added, that the
orchestra leader may be subject to
union regulations. Neither is the fact
that “the personnel of orchestra may
change from engagement to engage-
ment sufficient to make negative the
status of the leader as an independent
contractor.”

Speciul Cascs

There are, however, cases in which
one man, in the role of orchesira
leader, assembles a specified num-
ber of musicians for a particular en-
Eagement under orders from one op-
erating a club or a restaurant. In
such cases, the tax agent said, *“it
is the position of the bureau that the
purchaser is the employer of the
musicians for the tax withholding
purposes. In any event, either the
leader of the band or the purchaser
of the music is responsible for filing
a lax withholding statement for all
I‘I"iulsil:ians' wages under their con-
lrﬂ lrl
The only exception would be for
orchestras that "“operate on a co-
operative or partnership basis, with
all members having a voice in the
membership and the engagements to
be accepted.” Where such an ar-
rangement exists and the orchestra
members can prove it, they may be
allowed to skip the withholding tax
provision and pay their income taxes

directly. Few fall in that category,
he added.
“*Many who have been making

more money than they ever did
haven't been living up to their tax
ubligations," said the tax official
But from now on, he added, they
will—or else,
Washingion Poliey

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—The Bu-
réau of Internal Revenue revealed
this week that withholding tax de-
ductions are required to be made
by all “emplovers” of orchestra mem-
bers. “Employers,"” the Bureau of
Internal Tlevenue said, “are defined
as persons who have the power to
hire or fire an orchestra member."”
A bureau spokesman explained that

Listen to GRADY and HURST
on WPEN—Philodelphia
feature
Grocie Field's London Record

FOREYVER
AND EVER

this is the chief criterion for deter-

should be held by the ork leader or
by the location where the hand plavs.
In any event, the spokesman ssaid,
the withholding tax deductions are
required.

The bureau’s explanation of its
policy was given to The RBillboard
incidental to a report that the ifiter-
nal revenue collector of Philad phia
was sending 1,000 questionnaires to
ork leaders and others to determine
whether the deductions were being

bers, The Internal Revenue Bureau
spokesman at Washinglon headquar-
ters explained that the tax withhold-
ing situation is identical with that
made in Social Security payments,

Offer of Peace

From Writers?

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—At the next
"unity” meeting of the pubber and
writer elements of the music indus-
iry, reps of the writers are likely to
put forth the proposition that both
I;ttiuna bury their differences by
SiIgning a paper whereby cleffers
“would preserve a 50 per cent pro-
p‘riet.ary interest” in performing
rights, The point at issue stems
from the Leibell decision, and more
directly, from the pubber and writer
intervenor suits which were insti-
tuted to protect pubber and writer
interests in those rights, A leading
songwriter spokesman this week
stated that some pubbers had a mis-
conception in their belief that the
writer-intervenor suit was instigated
in order that writers might recapture
those rights. *“All we want to do,”
he said, “is continue our equity in
the co-administration of the right.”

The right must be administered by
both factions, he added, “for if ad-
ministered by one without the re-
straining hand of the other the right
might dwindle.” If pubbers and
writers are interested in juke box
legislation and other matters of im-
portance to both, they will have to
join forces down the line, he indi-
cated.

The next peace talk is skedded 1o
take place shortly.

mining whether musician taxe 5

made for withholding taxes of merm-

R
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It’s a Miracle!

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—The
last issue of The Billboard ear-
ried a yarn about three indie
diskers linking up for a giant
distributor set-up. The three are
Miracle, of Chicago, and Spe-
cialty and Aladdin, of Los An-
geles. In one paragraph The
Billboard mentioned Mercury
instead of Miracle. Sorryl

-ér* l‘l

: ! oy ) ’l -.--=- .

Co. -r:!"'-ﬁ.:j 3 |
Join Fight on §
20% Bistro Tax}

CHICAGO, Jan. 15—First St
chapter of the National Ballroom Og
erators’ Association (BOA) was set
up January 12 tl'l Oltl_nahq. where 3

m o ors formed the
braska Ballrl:lumpm tors’

B i,
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Cap Links Wax,

. - L »
Pub Activities
HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15—Capitol
will forge a stronger link between
its recording and music publishing
activities by tying in scores with plat-
ter releases. Firm has closed pub
pacts with the majority of its re-
cently acquired bop artists and will
release scores by Tad Dameron, Dave

Lambert, Babs Gonzales and Miles
Davis,

Pub-platter link will be concen-
trated mostly in the bop, “progres-

sive" music and race fields. Cleffings
w:l!l appear under the Beachwood
Musie Corporation name, one of Cap's
pub subsids.

Diskery feels this will boost plat-
ter sales and prestice of artists and
composers. Cap's pub firms are un-
der Mickey Goldsen's supervision.

Royal Roosters
After Biscuits

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—The Royal
Roost, local be-bop bistro which has
been doing a heavy business for the
past nine months with the jazz thea-
ter-restaurant policy, will go. into
the record business, Nitery owners
Ralph Watkins and Arthur and Bill
Faden will bank roll a diskery project
which is being readied. The new
label will be known as Roost Records
;md will primarily concentrate on bop
azz.

Diskery's first recording date will
spot singer Harry Belfonte, who was
discovered in the nitery this week
and was immediately inked for a
five-week stay in the spot. A pro-
duction and distribution arrangement
is currently being negotiated.

Hudkins Drops Shaw Name

When Petrillo

HOLLYWQOD, Jan. 15. — Afler
months of heated wrangling, Ace
Hudkins this week agreed to stop

using the Artie Shaw name in asso-
ciation with his Bob Kesne-fronted
band. Move came after American
Federation of Musicians (AFM)
Prexy James C. Petrillo informed
Hudkins he was looking into mat-
ter, and Shaw's Andrew B. Weinberg
circulated letter among booking
agencies threatening legal repercus-
sions if they book the Hudkins-owned
outfit under the Shaw tag. Accord-
ing to Hudkins, Music Corporation of
America . (MCA) which inked the
band this week, advised him to eom-
ply with Weinberg's demand. Pe-
trillo notified Hudkins of his eveing
the case via the following wire:

“Artie Shaw has submitted almost
irncontrovertible proof that yvou have
been illegally using his name in con-
nection with wvarious dances and
affairs. Documentary evidence shows
that his name is being used in almost
every manner, way, shape and form.
He also submitted correspondence
with wyou registering complaints
agninst the illegal use of his name

and to which you replied that there

will continue to get the dough, Hud-
kins said, for their broadcast favors,

Waves Club

was no basis for any such charge.
Before proceeding any further in this
matter, 1 should like to have your
immediate reaction to this charge.”

Hudkins said he had intended to
drop the Shaw hame prior to re-
ceiving Petrillo’s wire on the strength
of MCA's gadvice. Now that the

Shaw name can no lonfer be asso-
ciated with his band, Hudkins has
decided to retain Bob Keene in an
effort to cash in on some of the at-
tention created earlier by the out-
fit. Recently Hudkins had intended
to drop Keene in favor of Abe Most,
Hudkins told The Billboard he will
file corporate papers, granting Keene
49 per cent and himself the remain-
ing 51 per cent of the stock. Pact
will tie Hudkins and Keene for five
vears, splitting take on a 50-50 basis.
Three platter spinners (KFWB's Bill
Anson, KXLA's Alex Cooper and
KLAC's Don Otiz) will not be figured
ir the stock division, but will still
receive approxima’* 10 per cent of
ork's earnings to- be split between
them. Joeks have been getting and

affilintion from General Artists Cor

pora
America.

L} ]

toin (NBOA). Meeting, called
Joe Malec, of Peony Park, Omah:
banded together Ne.raska ops for
their part in the nationwide came
paign against the current Treasu
Department attempt to classify terg
eries under the 1943 tax provision
which requires payment of a 20 pep
cenl tax on all services, The
previously applied only to cabs
and bistros.

Meeting was called after 210 Iowa
ops had been notified by the Stat
Internal Revenue head that they
would be classed under the new ex=-
panded ruling. Previously B0 ops
in Nebraska had heard from theip
ILR. rep. The NBOA further agreed
to have all orksters, who play their
terp palaces, explain the cabaret tax
to customers and furnish their pa-
trons with post cards, bearing a pe<
tition form on the reverse side and a |
place for the patron's signature to be |4

I

mailed to their congressman and
senator. i
Ball yom ops of Nebraska -=-|iq
agreed \o sponsor the selection and

sending of a princess, Miss Nebraska,
to Washington to represent the Ne-
braska group in the selection of a'§
Cherry Festival queen. Ops also
agreed to hold a meeting every three
months in a different section of the
State, with the next meeting slated

.

for the Waldort Hotel, Norfol
February 24.

Officers elected were Herb Pauley,
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, prexy;
James Corcoran, McCook, v.-p.;

Malec, secretary, and Harry Taylor,
Music Box, Omaha, treasurer.

Wax Tops Live
Music in Pulse
WNEW Survey|

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Phonograph
recordings of popular orks and vocal=
ists far outdraw live orchestras in

atter midnight listening in New York |
City, according to a survey of such
listening habits undertaken by
Pulse, Inc., for WNEW, New York, }|
(The Billboard, January 15). The i
audience garnered by WNEW, accord-
ing to the survey, is about three J
times that hauled in by three New {
York network outlets, each playing
live music all or part of the time.
The time period involved is

midnight to 1 a.m., during which
hour *E‘I"DR and WNBC air live bands,
with WCBS, also included in the
survey, alring live musie from 12:3 ) |
until 1 am. These three stations
average, lor this hour, a 1.3 ratin .
while WNEW has a 4.0. Of the sels
in use, the three web outlets grab
8 per cent; WNEW 29 per ceni, the
sets-in-use being 13.9. WNBC

mdwmﬁﬂmuﬂltla -,

WOR conlinuing live un

and then going to platters with Jack |
Lescoulie.

Desmond Cuts MGM |
Wax., Ankles to MCA

NEW vnnx.d.rm 15, — Sing
J Desman - signed @
t:;‘m"".:’nmmt to record for the MGM

digkery and immediately had h
initial t-ban

tar Tony M :
ﬁﬂﬂl chores for the warbler,
Desmond has switched his
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BMU Lifts Ban on Waxings

By U. S. Talent: Effect

LONDON, Jan. 15.—The British
Musicians’ Union (BMU) has lifted
the ban on recordings in this rountry
by American artists. The announce-
ment was made this week by Har lie
Ratcliffe, general secretary of the
BMU. The ban was imnosed in Au
gust, 1848, as a result of the han
imposed by the Ameriran Federation
of Musician= (AFM). 1t first 3lr.ck
the Andrews Sisters. whn were
banned 12 hours before a recording
session.

Dollar Loss [znored
The prohibition imposed by the

BMU came after the trade nrecs had .

demanded for many mnnths that ac-
tion should be taken to ston Ameri-
can artists from talcine advantace of
the situation in the 1. S. The BMTT
was told by music publichers that
their action would result in the lpe=
of dnllars. The union's replv was thal
it was not interested in dolars, but
wanted to further trade uninnism.

Rateliffe stated that letters were
being sent to all BMU hranches in-
formine them of the liftine of the
ban. The BMU, however, still sticle
to its puns regarding the maY%ine of
transeriptions. The matter is now be-
fore a committee, which will make a
report soon.

There is some speenlation in music
cireles as to whether American artists
will want to record in this countrv
now that there is no han in the U, 5.
Manvy American artists will annear in
vaude in London this vear and failure
on their part to record here will do
much to back up a statement made
by the BMU when the ban was first
imposed—"American artists are in-
terested in recording here only be-
cause there is a ban in America.”

The BMU will watch with interest
whether stars like Dannv Kaye, the
Andrews Sisters and Dinah Shnore
make recordings when thev anpear at
the London Palladium during the
summer,

American Reaction
NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Rerording

execs here viewed the lifting of the

Briticsh ban as a considerable con-
venience which would enable them

RCA Execs on
L-A Trade Trek

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Frank Mc-
Call, RCA Victor international record
sales manager, and Herman Diaz,
Victor Latin-American (L-A) art-
ists-repertoire chief, embarked today
for Havana, the first stop for both
on separate Latin-American missions.
MecCall, making his first south-of-
the border excursion since 1946, plans
to wvisit Victor distributors In more
than a dozen countries of South and
Central America and the Caribbean
area. He intends to cover the field
in seven weeks, to study distributors’
problems at first hand and to intro-
duce and adapt Yankee record pro-
motion slants on the L-A market.
Disk jockey promotion will be heavily
emphasized. The introduction of new
technical developments and prelimi-
nary surveys of their L-A market
potentialities, will be an important
phase of the expedition. (Victor's
45 r. p. m. disks and players were
previewed for the Yankee press last
Monday (10),

Since L-tin-America accounts are
the major part of international di-

vision business, MeCall will sound
- out Spanish tradesters on
Yankee artist preferences.
Diaz, who leaves on a talenl scout-
Ing-recording jaunt, will spend three
weeks in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republie.

their

On YankPolicy Debated

to cut waxings abroad when the oc-
casion warranted FExecs pointed out.
however, that there wauld certainly
be no mad rush to cut disks abroad
thmrse the s=scale is lower there.
“"What you =ain on seale vou lose on
fares and hotel rates." one said. How-
ever, when a companv's artists are
abroad, dickeries indicated, they na-
turth'_wle schedule dates whenever
convenient,

The matter of American companies
cutting disks abroad troubled the
Ameriran Federation of WMusicians
(AFM) months ago—prior to the
BMIs ban en such activities. One
AFM exec, apropos of cheaper rates
in Fne=land, remarked he was fear-
ful the American diskeries “tasted
blood"™ and would continue the prae-
tice on a large scale. The immediate
future, of eourse. will test the truth
af this supnosition.

Seeco, L—A“Disker}r,
Preps Market Hypo

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Seeco, the
local diskerv which heretofore has
limited itself to Latin-Ameriesin wax,
1s now preparing hot and hyvbrid sides
for the Yankee market. Slated for
releases next week are two of eight
“rumbop” sides (including the in-
evitable How High the Moon), cut by
Pupi Campo's Afro-Cuban ork, aug-
mented bv several ton American
boppers. Sid Siezel, Seeco prexy, has
engaged the Javinese jazz expert,
Harry Lim, to supervise recording
dates next week ith Babe Mathews,
blues thrush, ar Benny Goodman'’s
chirp, Terry Swope. The latter will
wax wvocal bop specialties with a
small instrumental crew.

Meanwhile the diskery continues
its activity in the Latin field. Mexi-
can thrush Eva Garza cut four sides
last week, and Siegel himself leaves
January 30 for a mnth in Cuba and
Mexico to scout record talent and to
contact distributors.

Cole To Head Mich.
Central Record Sales

DETROIT, Jan, 15.—Arthur Cole,
formerly with Idessa Malone Dis-
tributors, specializing in the race field
here, has been named manager of the
new Ceniral Record Saleg of Michi-
gan. The new firm (The Billboard,
January 15) is the joint offspring of
Mercury, Aladdin and Specialty rec-
ords, and is the [lirst unit in a na-
tional chain of projected record out-
lets to be set up by the three com-
panies. Each company is to be locally
managed and operated separately.

Central of Michigan is taking aver
the W. E, Harvey Company set-up
here. Harvey will continue in Cleve-
land. Bert Harmon, former Harvey
manager here, has also returned to
Cleveland.

Moe Asch Declared
Bankrupt by Referee

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Creditors of
Moe Asch (Disc Company of Amer-
ica) received a letter this week from
Referee Erwin Kurtz informing them
that Asch had been “duly adjudged
a bankrupt on a petition filed against
him October 18" and inviting them to
a creditors’ meeting.

The purpose of the meeting, to be
held at the U. S. District Court House
here January 27, is to appoint a trus-
tee, elect a committea of creditors,
examine the bankrupt and prove
claims.

The original petition had been filed
by the Perfect Printing Cmpaﬂf.
the Globa Oifset and tha Globa Al-

bum Company.

Dem Hungry DJ’s

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Despite
the fact that the Federal Com-
municalions Commission (FCC)
has indicated that payola activi-
ties of deejays can jeopardize
a station's license, it was learned
this week that the bolder jocks
are undaunted. One of them
recently "ecalled a meeting” of
small record company execs and
informed them that he was hik-
ing his “fee” 100 per cent. The
fee is a monthly “retainer.”
Some diskeries are balking more*
than ever at payola levies,

Aussie Tootlers
{‘ontinue Station
Ban on Waxing

SYDNEY, Jan. 15.—Australian mu-
siclans have lost thousands of pounds
in fees by their refusal to make re-
cordings for the commercial broad-
casting stations, according to Presi-
dent Ridlev, of the Australian Feder-
ation of Commercial Broadcasting
Stations (AFCES), when commenting
on a statement by Frank Kitson, sec-
retary of the Australian Musicians'
Union (AMU). The latter said the
union would continue its ban on re-
cordings unless it received a guaran-
tee that records would not be played
more than once without payvment of
an additional fee to the musicians.

The costs of arranging and record-
ing a musical program for a radio
gession mav run into hundreds of
pounds, and unless the stations can
rebroadeast recorded programs or
sell transcriptions to other stations,
they would almost always face a loss,
it is stated. Hal Saunders, pres-
ident of the Australian Songwriters
and Composers’ Association (ASCA),
savs that the ban is having a serious
effect on Australian composers be-
cause new Australian compositions
are not being recorded and broadcast.

There appears to be no indication
of any settlement of the dispute as
Frank Kitson is determined that his
union will not provide musicians
for broadcast recording unless his
demands are met.

Caiden Reorgs Setup

To Insure New Biz

NEW YORK, Jan, 15.—With the re-
cent shuttering of several large Indie
pressing plants in the East creating
what may be no more than a tempo-
rary boom for smaller plants, at least
offie six-press operator is making
moves to insure steady operation in
the future.

Jack Caiden, Empire Record Cor-
poration prexy, has reorganized
his set-up, making Vice-President
William Borak general manager and
sales head, and Edward Brenna pro-
duction chief, Moves are designed
to free Caiden for liaison work with
several foreign and domestic disker-
ies, and for promotion of wvarious
foreign recording artists in this coun-
try, all with the wiew of geiting the
pressing business for Empire.

Caiden's recent leasing of his HRS
jazz masters to Aladdin also included
a provision for Empire to press Alad-
din's Eastern wax.

Tony Pastor Booked
For NY Statler Date

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Tony Pas-
for's ork is skedded to follow Frankie
Carle's crew into the Cafe Rouge of
the Hotel Statler (nee Pennsylvania)
February 7.

Pastor will play a six-week en-
gagement at the spot, and the hotel
will have options to hold the band
for an additional couple of stanzas.

Sale—While 2 5¢
They Lastl

Todd Rhodes
And His Toddlers

Vita. 1001 Bell Boy Boogie

Flying Dise :
Vira, 1002 Blue Sensation

Dance of the Red Skina
¥ita. 1003 Bob Bop Sizzie

Oh! Baby

GALLI SISTERS

Hub 3045 just far Ma
Hey. lohn

Will 8hip Anywnere, @, 0. D., to Dlstrlb-
utors, Retellers and Operalars,

PAN-AMERICAN
RECORD DISTRIBUTORS

: 3747 Woodward Ave Datrolt 1, Mich.

in chicago

| ALWAYS |
I With The l
HITS I

For the Jukes. .. I

APOLLO RECORDS, INC.

IdST West 45th 51., New York 19, M. Y.

h_—————J

* YanD.carps
AN IDEA FOR YOUR NEW CARD

113 reproductions of billing created by us
for America’s leading bands, including Kay
Kyser, Wayns King, ete.—MAILED FREE—
FPoaltive proof we secve top-notchers, Get in
this class by using CENTRAL art posters.
Writea NOW laor date book, price list, samples.

CENTRAL SHOW PRINTING
MASON CITY, IOWA

COMPANY

Don't Be Boewliderad|
Get' the Original—

“BEWILDERED"

Red Miller Trie
Bullet /295

BULLET RECORDS

413 BROAD ST. NASHVILLE, TENN
6-4573
WANTED

I Bolovar and 1 Hammond Electric Organ; stals
sde, rondition and price

B. DeKOCK

N. 17Tith M Evtherviile, lowa

NWW . allle
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= MUSIC—AS WRITTEN ~ T
New York: ;nd Richard Hayes to one-year contracts with eptions. . . . Continental
Caesar Petrillo and Paul Cunningham are setting platters on a tyne they d:;;:.rc::s =0 &= LStigaEn e under Joseph Tauss, former New York
wrote more than a year ago, Back in the Heart of the Hills. . . . Frank (You're ict sales manager. . .. The Oriocles opened at the 421 Club in Phila-

All I Want for Christmas) Gallagher signed exclusively with Dana Records.
- - « Bob Hausfader, of Roberts Distributing Company in St. Louis, was
honeymooning in town recently with his bride of several days. ... Bravo, a
new label sponsored by the Spirc Record Company, debuls with race and
Western material. . . . Walfer Fuller, arranger for Dizzy Gillespie, Woody
Herman and Charlie Barnet orks, prepping a “be-bop arranging method,”
which Robbins will pub early in '49. Fuller has also been commissioned to
write a modern clarinet-with-strings quintet for Artie Shaw. . . . Voealists
Waller Scheff and Anita Saffran appearing at the Three Cabaleros Club in
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
Phil Miller now the Chicage rep of Melody Lane pubbery, . . . Glnger
Johnson, the Coca-Cola jingle man, and Ed (Flamingo) Anderson wriling a
Manhattan walizes sulle.

Henry King's ork will play four weeks at the Statler Hotel in Washing-
ton beginning January 17 and follow that with an engagement at the
Ansley Hotel in Atlanta beginning February 14. . . , Del Courtney's ork
opens at the Coconut Grove of the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles March
29 for a four-weeker. . . . Cab Calloway will cut his seven-piece unit
(which stemmed from a full-sized ork) to a quartet to be tabbed the
Cabaliers and will take the group down to Miami for a date at the Clover
Club, which initiated a Negro talent palicy.

Leonard Quinte, who was decorgted by the army for his Braille music
program for blind wets, replaces Ray Green as chief of music for the Velerans®
Adminisiration. . . . Bosh Pritchard., ace leather-lugger for the Philadelphia
Eagles, has cul twe veocals for Click Records.

Freddy Miller's ork replaced Don Boyd at the Holiday Inn in Flushing.
. + « MGM platter, “A"—You're Adorable, was selected as Click Tune of
the Month. . . . Billy Sherman, one of Bobby Mellin's two Coast reps, has
gone over to Encore-Jewel. George Lee continues as Coast man for Mellin,
. . « Teri Josefovilz and Andrea Razaf have penned a tune titled A New Day
Player for Brotherhood Week., Song is endsrsed by National Conference of
Christians and Jews. . . . Bourne Music has signed an exclusive contract with
Capt, Thomas F. D'Arcy, recently retired army bandmaster,

ASCAP composer Frederick Schreiber's Sinfonietta In G for Orchesira,
won him the §1,000 prize in the 1948 competition of the Musical Fund Sociely of
Philadelphia. . . . Danny Cameron. who left the Jon Davis lirm, Is reactivating
his own BMI pubbery in California,

Jack Crystal is picking the talent for WPIX's Jazz Concert, in the spot
Eddie Condon's show had before switching to WNBC. . . . Dolf Traymon,
pianist, who went into Caro's for A two-week stand and remained nine
months, has become a pariner in the Manhasset spot., . . . Gordon
MacRae set for 3 Warner Bros," pic in which West Point's annual musical
show will be used for background. . , , Columbia Records topper Frank White
left for the Coast to visit distribbers and waxery's plant there. . . .
Warbler Buddy Hughes back in town to cut some sides with Claude Thorn-
hill. . . . National Records signed ballad singer Tommy Edwards and blues
and bop warbler Fats Thomas to four-year contracts. . . . Webster Record
plant reopening January 27 to make plastic platters only.

Capitol Records’ annual Easiern regional sales managers’ meetling wos
held last week here. ., . . Chirp Ella Filzgerald and a Jazz af the Philharmonic
unit leaturing rumba bopper Machite’s band are temporarily set for @ May
package for the HRoyal Hoost joxz nllery here. . . . Schroeder Holel In
Milwaukee has se! withou! opening date designations the bonds of Leighion
Noble, Ari Kassel and Billy Bishop. . . . Harry Sulian, lormer Easiern sales
manager for the Musicraft diskery. opened Bruce Distribulors, which will han-
dle that diskery’s produce in metropelitan New Yark.

Tunesmith Jack Yellin and Sammy Fain turned two novelly tunes from
their Yellin and Fain pubbery over to Leeds Music for exploitation. The
titles are We Gotta Put Shoes on Willie and Never Make Eyes at the Gals
With the Guys Who Are Bigger Than You. . . . Fain and Bob Hilliard have
been signed to write the score for Walt Disney's projected Alice in Won-=
derland flick, . . . King Records Prexy Sid Nathan has purchased the Maonroe
Towers Hotel in Miami Beach, Fla. . . . King Cole is sdding a Cuban bongo

player to his trio for his eoming concert tour. . . . Leonard Feather flew to
the Coast Saturday (15) to supervise several recording dates,

Trumpeler Conli Condoll and saxist Bools Mussulll replaced Norman
Foye and Ben Veniura in Charlie Ventura's smacll joxz crew at the Hoyal
Roost. . . . Dizzy Gillespie’s ork Is due for a second return engagemeni ot
the Hoosl. beginning March 31. . . . Mills music lopper, Jack Mills, s on =
c‘mnd.lﬂﬂ hl.l :lﬂ.'l:lkEL "N Pﬂ'l-'ll Secon iﬂlnld 'h.‘ ?I-T'ﬂ'h:llﬂ wl-l:h ﬂﬂ'l:‘klrf- "R
Machile’s Alro-Cuban crew comes Into the Clique next wesk,

Metrotone Records has signed new singing discoveries Pauline Oriel
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delphia Monday (17). . . . Jimmy Shirl and Erv Drake sold their
Thank You, to Leeds. The tune had been pubbed by Jericho Musie, their

own firm. . . . Marcelino Guerra's L-A band has succeeded Machito at the
FPalladium, with the Armando rumbop crew held over.

Milton Rackmil, Decca exec, left New York f Coast uary

. - . Ralph Recano, president and-business agent uimth%tw Brlt.il.‘n, Ennilit
local of the American Federation of Musicians (AFM), has been re-elected
to those positions. . . . Isadore Rosenberg is taking on the Detroit franchise
of the Record of the Week Club. . . . Decea purchased 400 copies of Sigmund
Spaeth’s Ht.ﬂm_'y of Popular Music in America, published by Random House,
to present to disk jocks. . . . Chirp Ruth Wallis is doing a four-week stint at
the Town Pump, Royal Palm Hotel, Detroit.

Billy Wilson, who arrived in New York lrom the Coast bas organized a -
band :\lfnd signed @ management pact with the General Artists Corporation.
Wilson's group will ploy Dixieland. . . . Dorothy Sewell, of the WMGM.

New York. publicity depariment. and husband, Hal Blake. hove hod thelr '
blues ballad. Song Man, accepled by the Mallin Music Company., . . ., Pelonia |
Distributing Company. Detrolt, has taken over disiribulion of Pix Becords.

: Frankie-Laine is doing a series of one-nighters in California, with his
pianist Carl Fischer and a local band supplying the music. The package ls
being peddled for $1,000 per night against 50 or 80 per cent of the nightly
grosses, Laine, incidentally, hfs been booked back into the Hotel Am-
bassador's Cocoanut Grove for four weeks, beginning April 26, along with .
Leighton Noble’s band. . . . Peggy Pickus, one-time Majestic Records' em- i
ployee, is now working with the Mercury diskery, which has teken over
the Majestic masters.

Chieago:

_ National Ballroom Operators’ Association has started its membership
drive under leadership of Ken Kerker, Coliseumn, Davenport, Ia. New
members include M. M. Cohen, Palladium, Hollywood, and Harold Barr,
Lakeview, Michigan City, Ind. . . . Beige Room of the Pershing Hotel, black
and tan nitery, ecutting down to four nights per week, . . . Morty Nevins,
accordionist with the Three Suns, marrying Mary Jane Barr, non-pro, in
Nerfolk, Va., March 16.

Galemouth Moore, blues singer on @ number of labels. reported leaving
show businesa to study lor the ministry, . ., . Leonard Davis. direclor of
purchasing for Mercury HRecords, ham resigned his posl. an the company ls
shilting that division 1o .5t. Louls and he wishes lo remain in Chi

National Association of Music Merchants holding its Northwestern
regional meeting January 24-25 at the Olympic Hotel, Seattle, Co-chairmen
are C, O, Paget and Ted W. Brown, Washington State retailers. . . . Teddy
Phillips ork set for first Southern date January 17 at the Ainsley Hotel,
Atlanta, followed by three weeks at the Schroder, Milwaukee, February
and a stay at the Peabody, Memphis, starting April 4. . ., . Al Jahns's ork,
ex-Morris property, switched to General Artists’ Corporation, which has him
sel for the Rice Hotel, Houston, February 186.

Jack Owens, Tower recording crooner and siar ol Don McNeill's Break-
fast Club, swilched managemen! from Al Barde to Muaic Corporation ol
America. . . . Art Rupe. ol Specialty Records, Loa Angeles. is _eniering the
folk and Western {leld. haviag inked Earl Nuan and Hia Alabama Romblers.
Lec Stancil. Johnny Crockeit end Bruce Trent and His Western Tunesiers.
Previously label was conlined lo race and jarz, Pele Cameron, lormer Chi

Paul Flynn, former songplugger, has joined the MGM Recoard distribut-
ing force as salesman. . . . Fran Allison, who plays Aunt Fanny on the Don
MeNeill Breakfast Club and Fran in Kukla, Fran and Ollie, network TV
show, is the new chirp sigoned by Rondo Records. . , . Bill Karzas, op of the
Aragon and Trianon and terrifory ballrooms, rﬁh:ii for two months in
Arizona. . . . The August issue of House Beautiful be entirely devoted
to music in the home. . . . Benny Strong’s ork set for the network National
Guard show January 29 and February 5. . . . Ray Pearl set for the Martin-
ique, opening February 10 for eight weeks . - '

Buddy DeVile opening at the Music Ber. Omaha. February
Tommy Carlyn has inked a lour-year pact with Music Corporation ol America,
management deal with Gene (My Blue Heaven) Ausiin. . . . Mary Ana McCall,
chirp with Woody Hermen, and Lou Cohn, lenormon and arranger with the
Herd, were married recently. . . . Mercury Hecords releasing lirst of a series
of Afro.Cubop releases, leaturing Machito’s band, rk I
Parker and Flip Phillips. Machito Is under contract to Mercury.

Philadelphia:

Mary Louise Jones, warbling with Cab Calloway since ll:nr. 1047, handed
lnh:rnnllne....ll.tﬂuﬂuﬂ:pickﬁuplﬂnn':Slupfﬂmm »

-
-.-,.J.._-....._ - —

B T

localite George Clifford, with Vince Travers and Hugo
l:-r Pianist Beryl Booker, formerly with the Slam art Trio,
easy at her home to help attend her ailing mother. . .. Bu Enlich,
Claude Thornhill trumpeter, blowing his horn for Kenny at Marty
Bohn's Nut Club. o e
Ross Raphael moves hhthr:mhl band intnlt‘ha Mocambo. . . . Walt
Stickel, football tackle with Chicago _ new floor ma -
at Wagner's Ballroom. . . . Nat Segall's ma%-trhl WE -
&mﬁﬂhumhﬂlmdﬁnﬂuﬂdmﬂuuﬂtﬂmwh lorth C .

lingswood, N. J., with the Four Tunes set to follow. . . . Ivan 1 cut four
sides with the Doles Dickens unit for his Gotham wax label . .. Cat Ander-
son takes over the band stand at the Club 421, e i gt
1 of ol
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Showbiz All Out

For Inaugural

(Continued from Page 4)
American Society of Composers, Au-
thors and Publishers (ASCAP) and

o =
L.
-

- . -—I.
oz
—
ey
[

Broadcast Music Inc. {BMI), a puffing]

steam calliope, musician ¢learances
from the American Federation of
Musicians (AFM), and a talent roster
s'udded with more stars than the
Milky Way.

From the moment the top-billed
Truman takes his oath of office
Thursday (20) at the Capitol before
an audience of 12,000, it's showbiz at
its best. From Capitol Hill, a gigantic
three-hour parade will pass down
historic Pennsylvania Avenue {o the
White House, viewed by a throng ex-
pected to exceed 1,000.000.

2,000,000 To See TV

Some §,000 of the crovd will be
perched on the blescher seats bor-
rowed from Ringling Bros. The rest
will be sitting in grandstands, on
curbstones, in windows, or just plain
st_nding around. Another 2.000,000
or so are expected to be clustered

around TV sets watching by remote.

control. It all adds up to quite a

gate.

The gala concerl to be held the
night before the inauguration is billed
by the inaugural committee as the
“amusement world's tribute of re-
spect and support™ to the President.
Some 300 artists will perform. A list
of the bigger names includes Edgar
Bergen, Gene Autry, Abbott and Cos-
tello, Luey Monroe, Lawrence Tib-
bett, George Jessel, Gene Kelly, Dor-
othy Maynor, Sally and Tony De-
Marco, Jane Froman, Lena Horne,
Alice Faye, Phil Harris, Leopold Sto-
kowski and the National Symphony
Orchestra, the Lionel Hampton and
Fhil Spitalny bands, Lum and Abner,
Dick Havmes, Jane Powell, Feruccio
Tagliavani, Phil Regan, Joan Davis
and Kay Starr.

Insugural Ball

The inaugural ball Thursday night
will draw 5,300 guests, including the
President and his family, Vice-Presi-
dent Alben Barkley and assorted
legislators, officials and diplomats, as
well as John Q. Publie.

Playing for the dancing in the
National Armory will be the Benny
Goodman ork for swing, Guy Lom-
bardo for sweet and Xavier Cugat
for Latin. The ballroom of the ar-
aory will have some 32,000 sguare
feet of floor space. A semi-circular
arrangement of 116 opera boxes will
face the stage on which the bands
play. The stage itself iz a revolving
affair, so that soon as one band has
finished its stint, it will be whisked
out of zight to be replaced by the
next at 20-minute intervals,

According to the inaugural com-
mittee, nll the entertainers sought
were eager to appear, with the only
hitch being the contract obligations of
some of the film stars. Long distance
telephoning by the committee ironed
out matters in almost every ecase,
however,

In true showman-like manner,
three rehearsals were scheduled for
the gala roncert. Also, in deference
1o the performers as well as the pub-
lic, the inaugural committee turned
down & request this week from news-
reel camera outfits seeking to install
glaring kliegs in the armory. The
commitiee decided In favor of what
a member described as a “theatrically

erfect ghow rather than a hot-

ouse.”

Barton Forms New

Pub, Hamilton Musie

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Ben Bar-
ton, whose reorganization plan is be-
ing considered by creditors, has or-

nized another pubbery, Hamilton  expressed an opinion on it. But he
usic. The new firm's current plug hardly gets warmed up, when he's
iz Song of Long Ago, written by Mil- back on his No. ‘1 obscession.

ton Berle, Abner Silver and Ted (Hollywood),” he says,
Fetter 'a licentious institution, but

' Al Pu!ln]r. is doing contact work for

the firm here, with Rocky Carr serv- | nates, greedy, vain and uncouth, were
ing as West Coast representative.
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About the “Look-What-I-Can
Do-With-M y-T'ypewriter” Guys

By Joe Csida

(Continued from page 4)
hears thal so-and-so (the so-and-s0)
has made a new recording. He wants

| less reading of the RCA publicity

| simply carried away by his calru-

it. . .. 'Oh, that record.’ says the man

hehipu:l the counter, *That’s on RCA's
6%-inch, 45-rpm.’ Nothing to do,
naturally, but buy one of RCA's new,
thll.iwnight. swift-record-changing
devices, a handsome thing indeed. . . .
-Pmld ne learns about something else
he's got to have. Since this particu-
Iar._ very special recording is only
available on Columbia's new 7, 10 or
12-inch record, there's nothing else|
for him to do (but buy a 331/3
player).”

Waddya Want for a Nickel?
Both Columbia and RCA have

carefully pointed out werbally, and
stressed in their press releases. that
all the records they make will be
made on both 331/3 and 78, and 45
and 78 respectively. In other words, |
a récord buyer can still buy any |
record he wants on 78 and play it on
his old 78 standard machine. Of
course such a simple and obvious fact
doesn’t bother Warwick. He—or she
—1Nas been clever and entertaining,
hasn't he? What does the guy who
buys The Post want—truth and ac- |
curacy, too?

The following day g stablemate of
Warwick's named Jay Nelson Tuck
(where do these guys get these fancy
names?) did a follow-up piece,
equally clever. Said he: “. . ., You|
should see the head-holding now go- |
INg on among the companies that
haven't yvet brought out their own
revolutionary system of revolutions.
. « « Bven Tuck must know that
Decca and Capitol, with whom hke
talked, aren't going to bring out
“their own" systems. And further to
demonstrate his inability to under-
stand facts told to him, Tuck gquotes
Dick Linke, of Capitol, as telling
Turk that Capitol produces only pop |
music. Capitol, as everyone in the |
record business knows, recently made
a deal to introduce a large classical
line, stemming from the Telefunken
catalog. And on another point Tuck
flatly states that the Columbia 331/3
and the RCA 45 "both utilize records
which play much longer than the
older ones (78-r.p.m.)."” Even a care-

releases would have informed Tuck
that it is not a long-playing record.

And Then There's Peg

Of course these two reporters are
just a couple of guys named Tuck
and Warwick, and it leaves us with
only a mild nauszea to see them mis-
handle a news story in this way. The
reporter who really fills usa with a
deen gadness is Westbrook Pegler.
When we were a kid, pre-occupied
with journalism courses and dreams
of Hildy Johnson, Pegler was writing
sports, and a helluva reporter he was,
whether or not vou like him in his
present form. The witriol which
splached from his typewriter keys
over croocked boxing managers,
greedy ball club operators and such
was 100 proof and a delight to read.
To see Pegler degenerate into the
bombastie, hysterical, obscessed fa-
natic he has become Is a lamentable
thing.

Last week he did a piece in which
he knelled the doom eof films and
radio because of the zooming progress
of television. We don't think he
knows what he's talking about, but
that's all right. He has a column to
fill and he's certainly entitled to fill
it wit" his opinion on TV’'s effect on
pix and radio. Everybody else has

liIl
“was always
when
Roosevelt came to power, the mag-

| tivated insinuations, slanders, proph-

» local market.

lated fattery.™ INaturally Pegler,
having long since lost any sense of
perspective or fairness, doesn't men-
tion pictures like Gentlemen's Agree-
ment or The Best Years of Our Lives.
He mentions no pictures, as a matter
of Tact. He just asks, with that de-

fiant and slightly insane sneer on his
typewriter, whether you've ever
seen a film rapping Roosevelt or the
movie business itsell. Then he gets
on to radio, where one of his main
beefs is that it is populated with
pundits who are not beaufiful men.
“l am personally acquainted,” says
this once fine reporter, “with most
of these pundits and have marveled,
rather morosely, at the ecredulous
avidily of the unseen audience in
repeating as sound information mo-

ecies and praises. They are not
beautiful men, but extremely com-
monplace, and when they rasp and
sneer for television the public must
surely discover that all this is not
wisdom but soap box."

Naturally this man, who used to
call his column *“Fair Enough,” says]
nothing about radin newsmen like |
Elmer Davis and Ed Murrow.

You sure ain't commonplace, Peg.
Thank God.

Milwaukee Dealers
Organize; Tackle
]_II*VE'.IIIL‘II*}* Problems

CHICAGO, Jan. 15—The Mil-
waukee Record Dealers’ Association
(MRDA), first attempt to organize
the record retailers of the Beer City,
was made January 4 at a meetine
held in the Helen Gunnis Record
Shop. Meet was attended by reps
of a dozen stores thruout Milwaulkee.
Officers elected were Miss Gunnis,
prexy; Arthur H. Kay, Tavlor Elec-
tric Company, v.-p., and C. F. Net-
zow, Netzow's Music, secretary-treas-
urer,

Membership has agreed on a plan
to handle inventories of dissolved or
bankrupt record departments in the

vicinity. These will be presented to
record distributors covering WMil-
waukee. The Milwaukee plan sug-

gests that a dealer about to close
out l-u_s department return his" mer-
chandise to the appropriate distribu-
tor, who would then notify all MRBA
dealer-members that a closeout in-
ventory is available at whatever price
the dealer, leaving the record busi-
ness, has decided upon. The MRDA
dealers could then arrange to pur-
chase their needs from this inventory
and the residue, if any, could be
purchased by some larger organiza-
tion for the usual bargain-basement
deal. Thought behind the plan is
to keep standard merchandise in
hands of dealers who would main-
tain customary suggested list prices,
Thus stock not purchased by mem-
ber-dealers would be less desirable
merchandise which could be placed
on local sale without disrupting the

It was further agreed at the meet-
ing not to join the National Asso-
ciation of Record Dealers until the
local group becomes larger, All Mil-
waukee distributors will be asked to
Join the local group and send reps
to meetings. Possibility of group or
joint advertising was discussed. At
the next meeting members will bring
a list of 10 overstock items, which
will be made a parl of the associa-
tion's catalog for use of all members
to aid in reducing inventory and pro-
moting the exchange of such mer-
chandise among dealers.

Next MRDA meeti is ol
February 2. oo o

b s e s o

MUSIC
RONDO HIT

OF THE WEEK!

21
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R-601 "MORE BEER!"
"JUKE BOX JINGLE"

Petar Ochs and Orchestra with vos

319 5. WOOD S5T.

DOWN AMONG THE
SHELTERING PALMS

Lyric by Jamas Brockman
Music by Abe Olman

CHICAGO 12

Scoring A
Great New Popularity

= MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION

NEW RECORDS ||
EA.
Ui
| N.Y.C.

Over 500 Different Assorted Records | |
Many Labels

Write — Wire — Call

SAM FICHTELBERG

30 K 191 5. B
FOrdham 5-]??{';‘:“‘ 28, N Y.

VINYLITE—PLASTIC &
SHELLAC RECORDS

AT UNHEARD OF
LOW PRICES—
10 INCH AND 12 INCH

NEW YORK RECORD CORP.

107 Lorimer St Brooklyn 6, M, Y.
EVergreen 7-0241—0232

...... BREAS S a RS S S e

Territories for
Distributors Open

LOVE: DREAM
OF ALL DREAMS

A Juke Box Hit

Gold Rain Recording Co.

17357 Birwood Avs., Illrh-n[l 21, Mich. *

L
iiiiiiiiiii ittt b L L L Ll L L T T T T aay

WEST COAST PRESSING FACILITIES
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Added pressing equipmen! makes
It possible for us to offer our
complete pressing, plating and
shipplng facilitles under one roof
at allraclive prices, Available
only to {inanclally responsible
record companles,

SUPERIOR RECORDING (0., INC.

1036 N. Sycamore Ave,
HOLLYW0OOD 38, Cal
Granite B579
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A National Accounting of Disk Jockey Activities
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CONTEST CORNER . . . Mel Slewart is conducting a guest dizsk

jockey competition at WNAR, Norristown, Pa., with high school students
voting for their favorite candidate. ., . ., Don Bell KRNT. Des Moines,
recently ran a contest in connection with whistler Fred Lowery's appear-

ance at a2 local gpot. Listeners wrole letters telling why they enjoved the
talents of Lowery and his singing partner, Dorothy Rae « » William Wood,
KRVG, Weslaco, Tex., is offering a dog as prize in connection with a detter
contest based on the Victor platier, ] Want a Dog. “The city pound,” Wood
writes, "“is most co-operative.” . . . Bill Holland, WNVA, Nortom, Va.., gave
away & hen and a rooster for the best letter on “Why I Like Chicken.” “Now
that it's over,” Bill writes, “they all think I'm nuts. It was a lot of fun,
even tho the mail pull didn't make the post office rich.” . . . Lee Ellis,
WSPR, Springfield, Mass,, is running a contest based on the Happy Anni-
vergary album, with lizsteners writing in identifying their own experiences
with those of Elliott and Cathy Lewis on the platters.

->- -

GI}[}{H * + + Johnny Slagle, spinner at WXYZ. Detroif. presented
e string of unclaimed pets over the wattery’s TV ocutlet for adoption by
viewers. . . . Lynn Pendergrass, KORC. Mineral Wells. Tex.. does o patier
routine in o Donald Duck voice between platters. . . . A group of dental
technicians fashionsd a set of perfectly scaled but oversized “iwo front
teeth” {or Bob Barry, WCAP, Ashury Park, N. ], The stunt, with pix. hit the
local press, . . Bob Chaose, WBET. Brockion. Mass., writez: “Since our
siation is rather removed from a ready source of guesis, | impersonate the
artist whose record follows and work the dicicg or Intro Into the record
itsell. More work, bul more resnlts!” . . . Dick Boynion. KEXO, Grond
Juncticn. Colo.. has developed a picture exchange: When lisieners request
pix he has them send pix of themselves in exchonge for one of his. o
Eob Kraift, EXXX, Colby., Kan. hos twe high school kids as gues! jocks every
saturday alternoon: . . . Grady Reeves. WFUN, Hunisville, Ala.. hos listeners
write in, and each Saturday the Hunisville Chambar of Commerce sends
gills lo the five communicanis living {arthest from the station. . . . Warren
Quade, ECOY, Somtc Maria, Calif., has a listener up each Friday night as
guest jockey. Guesizs are chosen on the beasis of record programa they
submit. with the palm going to the best balanced lineup each week. . . .

Jack Davis, WQUA. Moline. [ll. on his anniversary show, spun funes that made
the top of The PBillboord Honor Roll during the year he’s been with the
watlery.

FOLK FARE . .. Don Andrews, WEKNX, Saginaw, Mich., finds the
hillbilly craze taking Michigan by storm. . . . “Mary Belle,” a 19-vear-old
gal with pigtailed red hair, freckles and a back country accent, is doing a
daily folk show at WTAR, Norfolk. . . . Art Barre't has returned to the folk
fold at WSAP, Portsmouth, Va. He had been at WHYU, Newport, News.
. Claude Taylor, WJHP, Jacksonville, Fla., doubling on Mutual's Dixie
Barn Dance Gang. . . . Jerry Alfred, KPQ, Wenatchee, Wash., striked a bal-
ance by playing “only those Westerfis that pop fans will tolerate, and only
pops that Western fans will listen to™ . . Chet Bear, WILS, Lansing,
Mich., does an hour request show every Saturday featuring Bill Sova's Ranch
Boys. As a test, he had the phone company monitor the line one Saturday
and found they had 306 completed calls and 2,700 busy signals. . . . Harvey
Boyd, KWBC, Fort Worth, is promoting a two-hour hillbilly show from the
stage of the Fort Worth Recreational Hall every Friday night. He invites al)
hillbillies to contact him or Dean Turner at the station, . . . Uncle Harve
who with his Ragtime Wranglers has the Barn Dance show nightly a\
WWFPE, Miami, has turned deejay with an hour of recoerded folk musie
eVery morning.

JAZZ JOX . .. Les Deuel, WOKO, Albany., N. Y. has @ fwohour
across-the-board show speciallring In bop. He Ihterviews top modem joz=
men passing thru. and says he pulls big mail. . . . Larry Wayne. WCOA.
Pensaccla, Flo. wriles: "Trying lo educate my lisleners in appreciation of
jazz. I'm currenily spinning the old classics glong with bebop. so thot com-
parizons can be made, with the eventual resull an oppreciatica of jaxz
expression in relation Vo other types of music” . . . Ed McEenzie. WIEBK.
Detroll, got @ new theme song with the release of A Jacguet fto Jack the
Bellboy, by Illlincis Jacqust, en Victer. This Is Jocquel's second—and the
seventh in all—io be dedicaled 1o McKenzie, . ., ., Howis Lecnard, WALE, Fall
Hiver, Mass., has begun a series of Late Dote jam sessions In on atlempl
to gawaken interest in modern music in the area. Howie zoys he “likes joxz of
all types from King Oliver 10 Diz.”

GRIPES & SWIPES . .. jerry Eton, WRAL, Raleigh, N. C., Is
burned at “record hogs” in the station who grab platters addressed person-
ally to him. . . . Paul Crowley, Howard Swanso and Carl Pellonpa, of
WJFPD, Ishpeming, Mich., “would like to know who we have to know to
get Columbia and Victor releases, Capitol’s come thru fine, but haven't had
any of the others for a long time.” ., . . Sid Tear, WOPI, Bristol, Va., writes:
*Wow that the ban is over, let’s have the band over to make loads of new
platters. I'm tired of the corn disks.” . . Allan Cook, WKZO, Kala-
mazoo, Mich., complains, “We receive no Deccas. However, we're not
buying any either, and we've gotten rid of their late holding—the World
Transcriptiop Service. It works both ways, you see, London platiers have
gone over well here because of their clean surfaces and high fidelity—
something U. S. diskeries would do well to emulate.” . . . Joe Martinson,
KWLM, Willmar, Minn., is happy that “the recording companies—especially
MGM and Victor—are very good about sending along their latest releases.™
- » » Charles Barclay, WGYN-FM, New York, wonders “why waxeries out-
fox themeselves by putting different artists back to back on the disks they
fend to jocks. It complicates the filing, and the B side is in for a bad time.™

COAST CAPERS . . . pci Michasls informs us that “alter having been
a radio news edilor for the past sight years, I moved from KTEC, Visalia. io
ENGS. Hanlord, Calil., lo toke a fling ot my secret passion—disk jockeying.”
» +» » Ray Hill's show at EXOA. Sacramenio, was given a new sub-title, Lean
Back ond Listen, bv wole of the listensrs,

TUNE TOUTING . . . Blues and boogie specialist Chuck Elliott,
WMSY, Montgomery, Ala., reports that an old Lil Green platter on Blue-

wa_rds. KGGM, Albuquergque, N. M.: “Capitol's Giants of Jazz album js
going like wildfire here after only a couple of airings. What artists! What
tunes!™ _ . Bill Wigginton, WCCO, Minneapolis, writes: “Played Anne Shel-

ton’s Galivey Bay once, and the station swilchboard was flooded with calls
and the local London distribber swamped with requesis.™ . ., . Stew !?tﬂm.
nell, morning jock at WIMS, Michigan City, Ind., predi¢ts Johnny L ]
Sweet Sue will be another hrt like Shanty Town, ... Jimmy Ha:.Duh:u‘.n.
| WHFB, Benton Harbor, Mich., believes that the Puzsy Cat Song (he doesn't
specify whose) “will quickly replace the amount of play that All | Want
for Christmas has been getting these past weeks.” .. Le Roy Morris, WEAR,
Pensacola, Fla.,, reports a great response from rurzl dialers for Pee Wee
King's Victor platter, Bull Fiddle Boogie. . . . Harold White, KVBC, Mont-
rose, Colo.,, queries, “How about Rex Allen's Mercury disk, Who Shot the
Hole in My Sombrero? for a novelty tune? Very popular here™ Tom
O'Brien, WAAT, Newark, puls a hearty stamp of approval on Peggy Lee's
Capitol disking of Hold Me. . ., . Bob Wolfe, KTNM. Tucumcari, N. M., says
that “Bobby Worth's Caztle disking of Galway Bay is Eoing as hot as a goat
eating a blowtarch.” . . . Fred Jackson, WWEZ, New Orleans, reports ter-
rific response on the Capitol Giants of Jazz album, which he has been plug-
ging from the moment he got L™

EASTERN BEAT.. « Eob Barry, WCAP, Asbury Park. N, ]. expands
his presen! phone request show 1o two hours ond will lake over the eye
opener zession overy o.m. when the wallery goes on o fulltime
schedule Sunday (23). . . . Van Voorhis, WLBR. Lebanon. Po. gets reqular
requesis [rom G.L's sioclioned in Joepan asking lor tunes to be for
friends ond relatives in the Lebanon area. . ., . Hal Moore, WCAU, Philo-

delpbia. has instiiuted @ new depariment en his early moming stinl. [Ifs
called the Drop Dead Letter Oflice, wilh listeners sending in 1 vir pet peaves.

PHILLY PHADDLE . . . Jce Nigro, WDAS, has developed a Ross
Raphael fan ¢lub as a result of his beingz the first to introduce the loeal Latin
maesiro’s Rhumba Impromptu platier, . . . Harry Lee, WBAB, Atlantic City,
is emseeing a new daily afternoon Melody Time show, with the E
taking in everything from hillbilly to longhair. . . . WKDN, new station in
Camden, N. J., with Ed Tucker the program chief, announces a disk jockey
line-up in Mark Olds, Art Pedersen and Jim Burke: with Thomas DeCastro,
out of the Marine Corps, the newest enlry into disk jockevdom. Pedersen
skedded for a special jazz segment each afternoon, with the spinning running
the gamut from New Orleans jazz to be-bop. . . . Roy Neal, disk jockey at
WIBG, Philadelphia, who has been handling numerous video chores at
| WPTZ in the same city, has been named producer at the TV station. . . .
Bob Hanna moves his spinning from WCAM, Camden, N. J., to WMID,
Atlantic City. . . . Carol Reed, fem video disk jockey on WPTZ. Philadelphia,
grabs off her first participating sponsor in the local Palmer School of
Business.

STRICTLY FROM DIXIE . . . pay

Morgan combining
casting with platter spinning at WWDC, Washingion. . . . Johe Peters. WPDX,
Clarksburg. W. Va. currenily plugging the coxy platier, Swincia” on & Rain-
bow. leaturing his own warbling, . . . Winsten Hope. WTAR. Noclolk. Va. the
preud pop of a boy, Joha Christopher. . . . Al Ross, WBAL Bolfimore. married
Alice Mason, instruciar in speech and rodio ot Maryland U, . . . Three new
membars added lo the stalf at WEDK, Newberry. 5. C: Earl Coten and Lind:

Tucker from WHYU in Newport News, Va. ond Charlis Walker

CD. Chester. 5. C. . . . Jockey Art Livick
and Larry Welch hove teamed up on
Hagerstown. Md.. with 34 lecal sponsors
Moxwell, EGNC. Amarille, Tex. plays

!

i
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afternoon light clazsical hour at WLEX
swiiched from an aliermncon lo a wake-up
Johany Jarvis, WCFC, Beckley, W. Va.
titled Jivin® With Jarvis. . ., . Greg Gregory is bock with KELP,
a siint with EECK, Odessa, Tex, , . . Merr Amols, WILS,
been uzing his colleague, Sid Deoherty, as a “visiling
he roports the geg is good for @ lew laughs on the
KENT. Shreveport. La. has started @ new night platier
Pickst. WRUF, Cainacville. Fla., on the Florida
Weallace plaiter o! Fraolernily Blues, cut
k2 the holiest thing in his area. “We have
be wrilea, “but would gladly farm
hnqr lﬂr Ir'.l.f- ilﬁ-"
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is plugging the recent Cazy release, Swingin’ on a Rainbow. : 1
a vocal by John, . . . Irwin Johnson, WBNS, Columbus, O., '

bipd. My Mellow Man, is going great guns in his area. ., . . From Tom Ed-
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S_enaation Records
Forms Ditto Pubbery

DETROIT, Jan. 15.—The Sensation
Repord Company gave birth to a pub-
bery, the Sensation Music Company,
last week. The new firm is headed
by John S. Kaplan and Bernard Bes-
man, who own the Sensation label as
well as the Pan-American Record
Distributors, and by Robert B. Dovle,
who recently founded the Carlin Mu-
sic Company here. Doyle will handle
promotion for the company.

Sensation now has about 200 mas-
ters available for publication, includ-
ing principally race numbers by Todd
Rhodes, Lord Nelson, Russell Jacquet
and Doc Wiley. The first release on
sheet music is to be A Long Time.
Sensation Records has also just
leased the master of A Long Time,
recorded by Don Juan, Johnny Brown
and Virginia as an echo-style novelty,
to the Modern Record Company of
Los Angeles,

The publishing wventure marked
only one aspect of a current multiple
expansion by Kaplan and Besman,
They were disclosed as principals in
the reopening of the Alvin Theater,

New Paxton Pubbery
Buys First 2 Tunes

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—George Pax-
ton, who recently gave up the band
biz to set up a pubbery which he
calls Paxton Music Company, Inc.,
this week began his pubbing activity.
He acquired his first two tunes, I've
Got the Sweetest Gal, by Abel Baer
and Cliff Hess, and A Million Miles
Away, a ballad by Nat Simon and
Charlie Tobias, and has been taking
them on the disker rounds. Paxton
also is planning to hire a contact man
in California.

Cap To Use WMGM |

Studios for Waxing

NEW YORK, Jan, 15—Capitol
Records thizs week virtually com-
pleted a deal with Station WMGM
to make use of the station’s studios
for the diskery's waxing dates here.
The MGM wavery will also record
at the slation, which houses six stu-
dios, beginning in February.

Capitol will start recording at
WMGM next week with Charlie Bar-
net's ork and a flock cf bop jazzsters.
Bill Miller, Cap's chief engineer, was
in town this weelk to survey the
studios.

Santly Brothers’ Mother Dies

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Mrs. Esther
Adler, mother of the music publish-
ing Santly brothers, died here
Wednesday (13) night after a long
illness. Surviving are two sons, Lester
(Santly-Joy) and Joseph (London
Music) Santly, a daughter, Mrs. Eva
S. Adler, and two grandsans, Harry
Santly (with George Simon Music)
and Richard M, Adler. Another son,
Henry W. Santly, member of the old
Santly Bros. pubbery, died several
years ago. Mrs, Adler was 89.

Mickey Pubber

NEW YORK, Jan, 15.—Mickey
Rooney is now in the musie
publishing business, His firm
will be known as the Green-
wood Music Corporation, a
Broadcast Music, Inc,, affiliate,
with offices in Hollvwood. The
first two tunes in the catalog are
I'm Saving My Kisses and Re-
member I'll Never Forget, both
penned by one “Larry Green-
wood.” A clue to Greenwood's
identity may lie in the fact that
Rooney has been known to have
songwriting aspirations.

Frank Patchen, Rooney's ar-
ranger and accompanist, will be
general manager,

Rub-a-Dub-Dub
Goes Over in Hub

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—This is the
tale of how modern recording lech-
nique was able to give a disk enough
spark to create some small loecal stir
up Boston way. Before the waxing
ban ended, RCA Victor scheduled a
rerelease of a 1835 Ray Noble waxing
of Lady of Spain, spotting a voeal by
the late Al Bowlly, which didn't meet
with the firm's okay. So the diskers
snipped out the Bowlly wvocal and
dubbed in a new chorus cut by a
house all-male trio,

But the disking, which was due for
release just as the ban lifted, was
withdrawn. Somehow a copy of the
rerecorded disking got into the hands
of disk jockey Bob Clayton (WHDH,
Boston) and he spun it for a couple of
weeks consecutively. Result has been
that the Viector company has sold
two separate shipments of 5,000
copies of the record in the Boston
area in the last couple of weeks.

Shaw Pen Active
AsNew Ag’cy Grows

NEW YORK, Jan., 15.—The Shaw
Artists Corporation, newly formed
talent agency to be operated by Billy
E!:mw, who just succeeded in severing
his partnership in the Gale Agency,
this week set up house in the RCA
Building, Shaw this week also signed
claryist Buddy DeFranco to a term
pact and is now negotiating a wax
pact for the tootler., He also signed
Milt Buckner, former pianist with
Lionel Hampton, who is fronting his
own sextet; bop altoist Charlie
Parker and bop trumpeter Miles
Davis,

>haw's initial bookings will have
him setting a Jazz at the Philharmoniec
concert tour, which begins February
11 and will run thru to the end of
March. The tour will feature Ella
Fiztgerald, Coleman Hawkins, Flip
Phillips, Ray Brown and others.

BMI A sks Dismissal
Of Alexander Plaint

NEW TORK, Jan. 15.—Broadcast
Musgie, Inc. (BMI), moved for dis-
missal in State Supreme Court this
week of the amended complaint
brought by Perry Alexander and
three other affiliated publishers, BMI
bases its request for dismissal on the
ground that the complaint is insuf-
ficient to maintain an action and that
the amended complaint is only
slightly different from the one Judge
Samuel Hofstadter dismissed last No-
vember, Judge Aron Stuer reserved
decision on the BMI motion to dis-
miss.

Pubbers contend that BMI has no
right to license any but radio per-
formances of tunes.

Loeal 55, AFM,

Re-Elects Logozzo

HARTFORD, Conn., Jan. 15—
Rocco D, Logozzo, president of Loeal
55, American Federation of Musi-
cians, Meriden, Conn., has been re-
elected for his 16th year.

Officers elected include Theodore
P. EKunsa, vice-president; Miss
Frances J. Budleski, secretary; John
A, Stacey, treasurer: Nicholas A,
Azzolina, sergeant at arms, and John
DiCarlo, Gasper Rabito, Chester
Santoro, Jack J. Hagerty and Anthony
Mercaldi Jr,, executive committee,

CAPITOL UPS STEVENS
NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Dan Stevens
this week was appointed Eastern re-
gional promotion manager of the
Capitol diskery to replace Dick Linke,
who has been designated as the

diskery’s national promotion chief.
Stevens formerly was a Cap sales-
man with the firm's Hartford, Conn.,
branch.

Rumors Buzz as Decca Picks

Moody as Rep for England

NEW YOREK, Jan, 15 —Appoint-
ment of Walter R. Moody as English
rep for the American Decca Company
threw the disk business into a whirl
of conjecture this week., Moody,
for 18 yvears top recording exec with
the British Electrical Manufacturing
Industries (EMI), has been inked to
a long-term pact, reported to be for
three years with options. He will,
according to an announcement, take
care of interest of American Decca
in England. 2

Speculation centered around the

Heidt’s Own Agency
To Route Radio Show

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.— Horace
Heidt, who last week obtained his re-
lease from Musie Corporation of
America (MCA), has organized his
own Horace Heidt Agency to route
and promote his Philip Morris Youth
Opportunity broadcast appearances.
John Leer, veepee and general man-
ager, will supervise the activities of
the four roadmen, whose function is
to size up towns, find suitable halls,
contact sponsoring civic organizations
and set up all advertising and pro-
motion.

Heidt has also made a deal with
(zeorge Hamid, operator of the Al-
lantic City Steel Pier, to book the
Philip Morris Parade of Stars, road
show wversion of his show, into fairs
and amusement parks.

Jubilee To Handle
English-Cut Disks

NEW YORK, Jan. 15 — Jerry
Blaine's Jubilee waxery will press
and distribute, on a royalty basis, 10
jazz and bop sides cut in England
at Jazz Corner sessions, British eoun-
terpart of the Jazz at the Philhar-
monic concerts.

Masters are owned by Robert
Weinstock, who acquired them from
the Esquire diskery during a recent
trip to England. Disks will retail at
78 cents,

Martha Raye Inked
To Discovery Pact

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15.— Martha
Raye, film-stage comedienne, has
been inked to a three-year recording
deal by Discovery Records, new Hol-
lywood indie plattery. Contract will
guarantee la Raye 12 sides yearly on
d straight 5 per cent royalty basis
with a $500-per-side minimum guar-
antee,

Plattery will record first sides next
week, using special material written
for Miss Rayve. Phil Moore will con-
duct and arrange sessions.

FOR BOPPERS ONLY

_ NEW YORK, Jan, 15.—Jerry Wald
1s once again reorganizing a large ork.
Fhis newest of the Wald crews will
be a radical departure for the clari-
net-maestro, It will be a 19-piece
jazz and bop band designed spe-
cifically for concert, theater and jazz
localion work. The band will play
no dance dates, The org will have
eight brass, five reeds, three standard
rhythm and three Latin rhythm. Its
book is being cleffed by Walter
Fuller, George Williams and Manny
Alban. Wald still is under the man-
&gement of General Artists Corpora-
0.

NEW YOREK, Jan. 15.—Mills Mu-
sic this week renewed for four years
it writers’ pact with cleffers Sid
Tepper and Roy Brodsky, who were
responsible for Say Something Sweet
to Your Sweetheart and the current
Red Rozes for a Blue Lady, The pub-
bery also inked polka specialist Frank
Yankovic to a writer's pact.

possibility that the Mood. appoint-
ment would eventually mean the
creation of a new Decca enterprise
in England and the break-up of the
current agreement between American
and BPBritish Decca. The Ilatter as-
sociation 15 admittedly unsatisfactory.
Most top sources in both the Ameri-
can and PBritish Decca companies
(See Rumors Buzz on page 31)

Cosmo Trial Set for Mar. 1

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The trial of
the Cosmo Record Company directors
and those indicled for the alleged
sale of stock in the bankrupt company
has been scheduled for March-1 by
Federal Judge Sylvester Ryan.
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NEW RECORDS
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Insist on Cut.
From Tele If
Acts Double

Video Sponsors Must Ante

NEW YORK, Jan., 15.—Cafes that
have acts doubling inte television
shows have started a policy of asking
for money from the sponsors of the
TV shows. The policy was started
last week when a group of nitery ops
got together with Lou Walters, of the
Latin Quarter. Result of this meet-
ing was an agreement by all major
ops that in the future none of their
acts would be permitted to double
mto TV unless the eclub received a
CLIL.

First effect of this decision was the
booking of the Paul and Paulette
Trio, now current at the LQ, into
Milton Berle's Texaco TV show. The
act will get its regular salary from
Texaco and the LQ, but the LQ in

s NV RTEE TTRNE
e S Moy
JEY]

1564 Broadway, New Yaor)

Onto New TV $
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I perhaps knew Willie Howard bet-
ter than anvbody else, having worked
with him for the past 12 years. But
despite having been with him all
that time I never lost my admiration
for his work. I used to stand in the
wings and watch him doing his
French Lesson whenever I had the
chance. I'd been working with him
for 12 years, yet I never lost my awe
at his handling of lines, his timing,
his mugging and his mimiecry.

Chevalier, he lived the part. Once
we were in a theater and heard that
Chevalier was out froant.
into his Chevalier routine, and later
Chevalier came back and said Willie
was a better Chevalier
Chevalier himself.

the Laurel House, Haines Falls, N. Y.,
where Sam Howard and I were soc¢ial
directors. Willie had come up with
his brother Gene to take their sick
mother home. It was there that Wil-
lie first caught my act and told me
some day I would be with him. My
first job

turn will get $200 for permitting the
art to double.

Ops maintain that TV has out|
down their takes and if they have to
bring acts into New York from out

iater at Jackie Osterman’s Upstairs

| Club in New York where we did the

Comeg the Revolution bit. Our first
vaudeville act was the Palace Chi-
cago, in 1936. 1 was nervous, but

of town and then see TV use them,
the ops should be compensated.

Nitery .trade sources admit
if this practice ; haold

—

that |
_ : it will
sweep he entire country. Not only
will other cafe ops ask for dough to
let their acts double, but theaters
also may ask for new deals.

No WM Inter-Office
Friction — Salkin

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—leo Salkin,
who last week left the William Moz
ris pffice here after 10 vears, the last
two of which were as office chief,
denied emphatically reports that the
parting was caused by friction with
the Gotham WM office,

Salkin said there was no dissatis-
faction on his part regarding the '48
ponus and that he had left to set up
his own office in Chicago, He said
there had never been any questioning
af his booking slips by Morris Silver,
former chief of the WM Chi outlet,
and Silver confirmed this. Salkin
said the two men sent fo the
Chi office from New York did not
ieave because of inability to get along
with him, The men were Walter
Hyde and Irv Greenberg.

As to reports that an important St,
Louls buyer had refused to do busi-
ness with Sslkin, he said the buyer
found it more convenient to do busi-
ness thru New York. Salkin okayed
the move because he had enough
buyers 1o care for in the Midwest.

lakes

-

Sherman Winner
In Pirchner Fuss

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Noel Sher-
man, line producer, was upheld by
the American Guild of Variety Artists
(AGVA) national executive arbitra-
tion board in his claim for about $650
against Herman Pirchner, op of the
Cleveland Alpine Village,

Sherman said Pirchner owed him
for fares for the girls which Pirchner
claimed he paid and later said he
didn't agree to pay. The case came
up last July and was decided for
Sherman but Pirchner appezled. The
latest decision was again for Sher-
man. The dough was placed in
E:.ﬂ* with AGVA, pending the rul-

Willie was more so. We both tried
to calm each other and to outsziders
it must've been funnvy. But once
Willie was on he was great.

Al Kelly on Willie Howard

Br Al Kelly.

When he did a Jessel, a Jolson or a |
Willie went |

than was|

I first met Willie 18 vears ago at|

with him was six years|

As a practical joker he had no
equal, but with it all he had a heart
as big as all ocutdoors., Time and
again his salary went for clothes and
food for less fortunate people. 1
know; 1 was sent out to buy them.
Willie used to be invited by the great,
but he preferred the company of
small people. His best friend per-
haps was harmless little Joseph Gins-
burg, whom Willie supported for
YEars,

Skit for “5th Ave.™

Before his last sickness he had a
sketch for Along Fifth Avenue that
would've panicked them. Willie was
going to do some straight dramatic
| bits of historical eharacters, with a
climax that would have stopped the
show, but it wasn't to be. His life,
fvﬁu of living for others, was cut
short. :

Three days before he left us, he
[.‘._E"Ed me to his side and said, “Al,
I'm going to lick this vet™ But he
had a previous commitment.

Just before his final exit, Willie
gave his last performance. 1 zaw it
happen. His face twisted up in a
typical Willie Howard fashion as it
did in the Rigoletfo bit. He rubbed
his hands together, patted his face as
if he were making up for his Big
Entrance—and went on.

‘ I didn't want to leave him. He left

Benny Rubi

When -1 first went to New York in
18916, 1 had been in one tab show pro-
fessionally and had had three years of
being ap amateur for a half a buck
a night. To be great. I heard, was
to be in New York, where you could
watch stars perform and learn some- |
thing; that was as long as you hold |
out.

The only professional actors 1
knew were Shaw and Lee. T went
backstage at the old Columbia bur-
lesque house and learned the boys
were playing a benefit at ancther
theater. I ran to that theater, but it
would have taken a day’s lodging
and three meals for me to afford a
ticket, s0o I -went backstiage, found
Shaw and Lee, and they stuck me
in the wings.

I saw Will Rogers, Fanny Brice,
Van and Schenk, James Barton, Ed-
die Cantor, Sam Bernard, Lee Janis,

nn on

By Benny Rubin

and the Howard Bruthers, Willie and
Eugene. Boy, was I learning?—not
much! I was =o thrilled by this spec-
tacle of stars and laughed so much
I forgot to learn—that is, until I
went to bed that night. Those peo-
ple came to me in a montage, all
mixed up.

The Standout

Only one face stood out, Willie
Howard's. No matter how 1 went
back in my mind's review, 1 would
only see snatches of all of the other
stars. Then back again would come
Willie Howard’s face. I did not sleep
that night planning how I could get
to watch Willie and study him. My
dough ran out, and when I explained
to my brother, Joe, in Boston, what
I was doing, he sent me a money
order. You see, he had seen Willie
Howard and figured it a good invest-
ment. Well, it was!

I learned how %o use my lips and
teeth for diction regardless of the
dialect. 1 found what hands were
for, in geiting over a page, dramatic
E comedy, 1 learned that eyes nuul:il:

more impressive than werds, a
times. I studied Willie Howard and
becarne qualified to ask for a job as

i
!

' would have been just as grealt. Had
he just been a mimic he would have

Willie Howard

But Can’t Agree

P IR

passed a resolution
t:: :;]:e the federal government
o amusement excise feld

Billboard, December 25). g

tion. Such a step has been suggested
from time to tu:E by various groups,
but until recently the Treasury has
remained aloof.

Putting two strings to his bow.
Havenner also introduced a second
measure calling for repeal only of the
cabaret tax. Both measures went to
the House Ways a. 1 Means Commit-
tee, which is expecwed to delay con-
sideration until after the meeting be—
tween Snyder and the AMA.

One Big Union?

They Want It

T I L R S O T W WM R R e

S

(Continued from page 3)
Screen Actors’ Guild (SAG) and the
American Guild of Musical Artisis

a professional. Lou Walters, the
Latin Quarter impresario, listened |
fo me one whele afternoon in Bos-
ton, June 28, 1916, and put me with
a tab show January 29. To this day
I will aslways say 1o myself before
doing a scene “How would Willie
Howard do it?"

Splendid Herilage

It's too bad he is gone, but it's
wonderful he has left such a grest
heritage. Young people in show busi-
ness who have not acquired polish
or good taste should run to the near-
est movie where his pictures appear
of buy his records to learn, and al-
ways before making that smart crack
at someone or telling a joke that is
in questionable taste, they should ask
themselves first, “How would Willie
have said it?"

Willle was a great performer. Had
he elected to become a singer he

been wonderful. Al Jolson once told
me Willie was the only man who
could do a Jolson and even Jaolson
couldn't tell the difference.

Willie lived a full life. He enjoved
it to the fullest He played around
and drank deeply of all the things
life had to offer.

We mourn his g but the
heritage he left i will live
forever.

Hartford Shangri-La Put

On 4-Nights-a-Week Sked
HARTFORD, Jan, 15.—Glenn War-
ren has taken over the downtown
Shangri-La for a four-nights-a-week
program, effective
Wednesday set aside as a :
night, providing soft drinks and danc-
E-Ff with only an Egduﬂ:ﬂm charge;
ursday, a “lonely hearis
more familiarly known as stage night;

"

B

(AGMA), believes an immediate mer-
ger wiil establish a body which can '
negotiale for television scales
conditions, with authority. Eguity
has so far not taken any
The American Guild of V
Artists (AGVA) contends that
arimary objective, one big union
one big card, will be defeated
a merger. It main that this
ger will be limited to
and should include all
so all members would get equal
tection. AGVA further believes
this objective would be better reached
by reactivating the Associated Actors
and Artistes of w {FTI' A’s),
the parent body talent unions,
into a working boedy. And the Four
A's would assume all television juris-
diction.
AFRA-SAG, feeling lh:it;lﬁ?a‘
ition is not representa
fall of AGVA's executive
board, has asked to address that body
Wednesday (189). :
Meanwhile it was agreed that the

£

Y *.“m_—.—. —.--._—.--.._..+

g

Frid talent contestz conducted
w;;::&mr.;ﬁutmmdm.
floorshow dancing.

Warren has put a minimum charge
into effect for both Friday and Sat-
urday nights,

i
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Paramount, New York
iWedneaday, Tanuary 13)

Capacity., J.8:4. Pric=s, B85 cents-§1.50. Flve
shows dally. Circult booker, Harry Levine.
Show plared by name vmad on bill,

The new show, backing the flicker,
The Accused, shapes up as a good
package. It runs well, looks well and
should do business,

The band is Ray McKinley's outfit
(15), which gets a good production
build-up thru black lights highlight-
ing the drum shaped bandstands, Mc-
Kinley is a fairly good fronter with
a robust manner, and does enough
on either graduated drums, snares or
bongos to satisfy customers who
came to see him. But if he does a
good job, his band doesn’t shape up
too stiong, However, McKinley was
smart enough to come In with num-
bers that are good for theaters. His
opener, Jungle Drums, set a good
pace. A novelty duet by McKinley
and canary, Jeanne Friley, Tired of
Waiting on You, was excellent fare.
Mumbo Jumbo (Victor) with McKin-
ley on the vocals, was well received,
and his last, another Victor recording,
tho dated, You Came a Long Way
From St. Louis, got equally good
hands,

Jean Carroll Superb

In the act department the comedy
load was superbly handled by Jean
Carroll, who has now plaved all the
Broadway houses. Her brand of
laugh bait hasn't changed since last
caught except that it has been pointed
up and sharpened for consummate
effects. The laughs Miss Carroll got
started as titters and grew into man-
sized vocks. Her dress-buying rou-
tine, her tout thing and her lonesome-
gal-in-town act registered with a
bang. Incidentally, having a come-
dienne like Miss Carroll en this bill
is a good booking. The flicker will
draw heavily on the fem trade and
Miss Carroll's act is made to order
for that sort of draw.

The Mills Brothers seem to have
lost some of their rhythmie shamp-
ness. The fault was partly their
choice of songs. On their old bounc-
ers like Up the Lazy River and Paper
Doll they had the same lilting appeal
that brought them to the top. On
ballads they lost their audience. It

wasn't until the band came up on |

the last eight or 16 bars that they
caught on, This may indicate a need
for more musical backing from here
on in. Using blended voices and a
guitar, plus rhythm section, may no
longer be enough for them.

Vanderbilt Boys

The Vanderhilt Boys (two) start as
fairly good unison hoofers, then segue
into a lot of flashy acrobaties featur-
ing some outstanding hand-to-hand
work. Their best was a pair of flips
into 8 hand-to-hand catch and lift

L D T T T TR AL

ACTS WANTED!!
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that brought spontan
from the hguuﬁe.p T sene
McKinley’s canary, Jeanne Friley,
does a good job in a duet with her
boss but doesn't stack up as a single.
Her Night Has a Thousand Eyes was
dull, and the three bovs who joined
her just made it that much duller.
Bill Smith.

Oriental, Chicago

(Thursday, January 13)

Capacity, 3.200. Prices, 50 to 98 cents dally.
Five shows dally; six shows week-ends, Houze

booker, Charley Hogan, Show played by Carl
Sands’ house band.

Forty-minute stanza is strictly
short and sweet all the way, with
everything from the band opener to
the Adams-Plant-Canzoneri ecloser
going over big. House has shelled out
$2,000 for a new curtain and side
drops, which do plenty to glamorize
the stage. Carl Sands' ork contrib-
uted a swell starter, a medley of Blue
Skies seguing into Rhapsody in Blue,

The Step Brothers are an extreme-
ly potent opening act, with their mix-
ture of precision and solo specialty
cleating reaping mitt after mitt. Boys
continue to work with great enthu-
siasm and verve that really puts their
tapping across. Injection of a little
verbal humor toward the closer
spices the act nicely. Won a call-
back.

Starlet Janis Page, in a fetching
afternoon gown, clicked immediately
on a rhythm specialty wocal that
showed plenty of stage savvy. Real-
ly sewed up pewsitters in a romantic
bit with Joey Adams that was full of
new, cute twists, Closed sirongly
with a parody on Hollywood, called
the Mild, Mild West.

Adams, Plant and Canzoneri have
aimed their material more at a vaude
audience since their last stop here,
with result that the response was
stronger and more frequent. Adams
got in the groove immediately with a
series of stories, majority of which
hoisted the laugh meter. Repartee
belween Canzonernn and Adams shill
tends to belittle Canzoneri, who is
still held in high regard by many for
his fistic erowns, but stuff has been
toned down. Plant's medley of hit
tunes from musicals he has worked
received good attention. Their bow-
off bit, however, was the real clinch-
er, with the entire trio on stage to do
a series of song impreshes that filled
the house with vocks.

FPie, Yellow Sky. Johnny Sippel.

Vie Connors Rejoins

AGVA Staff at Last

YORK, Jan. 15.—Vic Con-

nors is the latest addition to 1the
American Guild of Variety Artists
(AGVA) stafl.

Connors, well versed in labor rela-
tions, worked for AGVA years ago.
Later he was with the American
Federation of Radio Artists (AFRA).
He was associated with Emily Holt,
former AFRA head, and then joined
a steel company as its labor relations
counsel.

D. C. Curfew for Inaugural

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15. — Wash-
ington niteries will have to observe
the usual 2 a.m. closing time during
inaugural week, the Distriet com-
missioners ruled this week in revers-
ing an earlier decision by the alco-
holic beverages control board to per-
mit operation until 4,

Friar Jamboree Postponed

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The Friars'
Jamboree lunch skedded to run at
Toots Shor's Friday (14) was
hurriedly called off because of Willie
Howard's death. The guest of honor
was to have been Mike Todd. The
lunch will be held Friday (21) in-

stead.

New York:

Stem Nosedives to 388G:
Cap 73, Strand 65, MH 115

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—After two
strong weeks, conditions in Stem
vaude houses last week returned to
fair $388,000 gross from a fat $534,000
the week before. The Capitol did ex-
ceptionally good business; so much
so it held the entire show over for a
fourth week, with the exception of
Burt Lancaster, who had other com-
mitments. Comic George Prentice re-
places him.

Capitol (4,627 seats; average $66,-
000) collected $73,000 for the third
week. The show consists of George
Prentice, Walter Long, Gene Shel-
don, Skitch Henderson's ork and
Every Girl Should Marry. The pre-
vious week's figure was $87,000.

Radio City Music Hall (6.200 seats;
average 5115,000) dropped to $115,-
000 after a hefty $160,000 the pre-
vious seven days. The bill is the
Cristianis, Pallenberg's DBears and

Words and Music.

Roxy (6,000 seats; average $89,000)
slumped to $75,000 last week. The
stanza before was unusually good, the
gross being $120,000. The show is
Barbara Ann Scott and the Ice Show,
Bob Ewvans, Gautier's Steeplechase
and That Wonderful Urpge.

Paramount (3,654 seats; average
£66,000) did only fair business, the
gross amounting to $60,000 the last
weelk with Benny Goodman and his
ork, Buddy Lester and Paleface, The
seven days previous were respon-
sible for $87.,000. The new show
(reviewed this issue) is the Mills
Brothers, Jean Carroll, Ray McKin-
ley and his ork and The Accused.

Strand (2,700 szeals; average 345.-
000) is still coining heavy dough with
Tommy Dorsey and his ork, Bobby
Van and Adventures of Den Juan.
The last stanza with the bill hit
$65,000, as against an imposing 759G
second week with the attraction.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:

I revamped to comedy with my new
partner, Ellen Corda, 11 wyears ago,
and there being no show business |
here to give us 40 consecutive weeks |
any longer, I established my act in
South America, where I tour annually
for big money. =i

Years ago dance teams didn't try
or wish to copy others. We created
our own numbers or would pay a
producer big fees to do it for us.
This gave dance teams a dignity and
booking preference. We had the
copveats then, too, But since their
training was limited they plaved the
small time while our agenis and
bookers kept them away fram the
big time. Our agents never bragged
about fixing our act or we would
tell them, “You take care of the
booking, we'll take care of the danc-
ing." We didn't try to pal around
with ecritics for A good review, tho
we liked them when they pointed
out details unnoticed by us.

The Billboard was always the ac-
tors’ favorite. It pgave us a good
break while other papers fought us,
even tried to blacklist us for various
things. We didn't have any union
then; we didn't need protection. If,
after the first show, we realized the
act didn't fit, we begged the manaper
to break the contract and let us pull
out. .

Critics didn't have ta sugpgest re-
vamping, because dante teams were
always two steps ahead of them.
When last I followed the DeMarcos
at the pld two-a-day Palace, they
opened double, then he (Tony)
knocked the house down with his
solo buck and wing tap, finishing up
with his famous Peabody double, My
partner and I doubled between two
musicals and a night eclub. At the
Roland Theater, in a Jewish musieal,
we did a breathtaking adagio. In
Shubert's Night in Spain we did a
flamenco castanets danece (later re-
placed by Cortez and Peggy). At
the Palais d'Or (now Latin Quar-
ter) we did ballroom dances—no lifts
or spins. Later, with the help of Bill
Robinson, we created and presented
a futuristic tap route that was
flashed on newsreels.

We pulled our leaps and pirouettes
out of the trunk in 1934 when we

were held over with Frances Fay at
the Cocoanut Grove, Houston, and
two ballroom teams were added to
our show. We carried trunks full of
costumes and gowns, but never pre-

tended to bluff the public with fan-

tastic publicity stunts of possessing
550,000 worth of wardrobe. We
didn't put on a fashion show.

We must admit that business was
good then. We had about four weeks
of theaters in New York alone to
polish up our acis. Today dance
teams are helpless to show their
creations. Today we have an epi-
demic of dance teams wrestling with
the same stale material copving each
other, even to the names, because
they are unable to create.

Nevertheless ballroom teams, good
(See Letter to Editor on page 27)
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Embassy, New York

(Wellnesday, January 131

Capucity, 325. Price polley. $2.50-83.50 minl-
mum. Shows at 0:30 and 1:30. Operator, Nat
Natale. Booking policy. non-exclusive: puab-
lHelty, Malty Stimmons. Estimated budget this
show, $1,000.

The East Side room has a good
show, tho it suffers from length and
possibly too much zinging. An at-
tempt is made to break up the sing-
ing, with Gerri Gerardo and Paoni
Patton doing a couple of dances be-
tween acts. But while it breaks up
the singing monotony, it doesn't cut
running time appreciably.

The show opens with Miguelito
Valdes doing his broken English ex-
planations followed by his barrel-
chested chanting of Afro-Cuban
songs. The husky, broad-shouldered
Valdes is a powerful singer who won
top hands all the way. After him
came his band canary, Rosette Shaw,
A redhead who did a subdued My Bill.
This reviewer is a sucker for that
Show Boat oldie made famous by
Helen Morgan, and Miss Shaw pives
it the proper phrasing. But after
Valdes' bellowing, her song brings
the pace down too much.

Josh White Starred

The star of the show is Josh White,
which seems like an odd booking for
a rumba spot. But he draws from a
different segment, as evidenced on
the show caught, and he's still a top
balladeer. His usual songs, Foggy
Foggy Dew and Man Wheo Couldn’t
Walk, drew enthusiastic responses.
It was his share-cropping number,
however, that was powerful. Its so-
eial significance may sound strange
in this room, but White's erowd, and
it was large, pgreeted it whole-
heartedly.

Josephine Premice, with her own
bongo boy, was a strange sight. She
worked in a flossy vellow gown but
barefoot. The combo seemed an
anachronism. Her singing, however,
was strictly in the Premice vein. Her
calypsos and other West Indian num-
bers, liberally salled with innuen-
does, won her excellent applause.

The big dance music is played by
Miguelito Valdes' ork. For the show,
a J. C. Heard combo sits in for White
and Miss Premice. The combo also
plays the intermissions.

Bill Simth.

T0M McDERMOTT DUO |

TOMMY AND CARLOS
NOW APPEARING
AT THE FAMOUS

CLUB COMO

BUFFALO, NEW YORK
Management: Wally Cluek Agency

911 Main St., Buffalo 3, M. Y. Il

DOREEN DAVIS

Vocalist with Fan Clubs in High Schools

and all Servicemen’'s Hospirals

Thanks to: Max Well, 5ol Licberman-MCM,

Hadaszah, and all those who made me feel

at home at the Hadaszsah ANl Star Show st

Madizon Sq. Carden Jan. 3,
Availoble thre

1650 Broadway

Sulte 12108

PLT7-86%0
NY. G

= America™ Mo, 1 Comic —

ALAN GALE

Bppearing Mightly—Indefinisly
Alan Gale's Celpbrity Room, Miaml Beach, Fia,

wirs JOLLY JOYCE

Wiirn
WAINUL 2-4677 Earle Theater Bldg.

WAlnulL 2-8451

| Actually, only one lad is a Cole alum-

B

Latin Quarter, New York

{Sunday, January B

Mﬂ}’fﬂir, Hﬂuﬂndﬂlﬂ, Fla.

iTeesdny, Janusry 11)

Capacity, 610. Price polley, $4-35 minimum.
Shows at 8:30 and 12:30, Operator, Loua Wal-
lers. Booking polley, non-exclusive, Pubilicity,

Bayne-Zussman, Estimated budget
$7.500. € ndget this show,

Capacity, 500, Price palley, §1.50 minim
$1.50 on week-enda. HIE.II::I'. Hoyt llmﬂﬂ:
Booking pollcy. non-exclusive (uses moatly
Muslc Corporation of America acts). Esti-
mated budget this show, $4.500.

Measured by almost any standards,
Lou Walters's current show is one of
the best he's had in a long time. It
moves and it has balance, some ex-
traordinary dancing and a top sight
act, .and it stars Rudy Vallee, who
hasn't hne_n seen here for 11 vears.

Vallee is a fine actor today. His
ease, looks and work make him an
outstanding personality. Coming on
after a show-stopping Elsa and
Waldo, Vallee registered right away
with a combo of chatfer in which he
pulled his own leg about what he did
20 years ago and how he reacts to the
same stimuli today. The fact that
most of those in the audience were
in their forties made the comparisons
apt. Altho his singing wasn't much
to brag about, he still enunciates so
that the lyrics are understandable.
His you-remember-when vein, using
standards like My Time, Vagabond
Lover, etc., pulled hefty mitts. The
only fault was some lines in Alouette,
referring to the Bronx and Brooklyn.
Dialect isn't Vallee's forte, The way
he did it was almost insulting, even
tho it was probably unintentional.
When Vallee did the Whiffenpooj
Song, he spoke with authority.
Walters should mitke a lot of dough
with Vallee. He'll draw on the old
Yale grads in addition to customers
who remember him from the roaring
20’'s when he was the hottest thing
around, Walter Gross's piano backs
Vallee effectively,

Paul and Paulette

The Paul and Paulette Trio iz one
of the best sight acts caught in a
long time. Their trampoline stuff,
besides being skillful, is dressed
niftily. The two boys are made up
like bellhops, the girl like a Varga
edition of a French maid. The lads
set up their own trampoline, a porta-
ble chromium affair, in about 20
seconds. Their leaps were senza-
tional. Particularly outstanding was
Jimmy Garner's (he's 1947 National
AAU acro champ) triple twister. The
audience loved them.

Elsa and Waldo's moronic dead-
panning act broke up the house. Cos-
tumed for increased sight values, the
girl-boy team pulled yocks from their
stagger walk-on to their Marx
Brothers walk-off. While they lack
change of pace to give their work |
greater impact, nevertheless they al- |
most stopped the show.

The Chameleon Dancers (four
boys: four girls) showed tremendous
vitality. Using unison stuff based
on the Jack Cole pattern, the troupe
went thru a series of precision slides,
dashes and other typical Cole dances
with a skill that made them look as
tho theyv'd worked together for yvears.

nus. The others were picked up in
a rehearsal hall and put together by
Walters. The Chameleons give every
indication of becoming a8 tremendous
act. They look good, they dance well
anﬁl probably cost a lot less than Jack
Cole,

Dorothy Claire
Dorothy Claire, working in the
middle, does an adequate job. She
belts out a geries of showtunes with
intensity. Her finisher, I'm a Girl
Who Can't Say No, was overacted
way out of proportion to its lyries,

Productionr were all good. The
girls @re eye-stoppers and show
enough to draw the girlie trade, Their
routines by Natasha Kamerova were
delivered in excellent fashion. Page
Morton, girl production singer,
showed a pleasant wvoice and with
additional experience might develop.

Art Waner has added stature =ince
his Leon and Eddie's chore. His piano
work is sharp and listenable and he
cuts the show extremely well. In-
cidentally, Waner has dressed up

Phona
Philadelphia 7, Pa.

| standingly enthusiactic.

Myron Cohen, one of the few co-
medians today who can legitimately
claim to have a following, is attract-
Ing many to this spot as headliner of
a solid little show featuring Terry
Lawlor and the Dancing Paysees.

Cohen doesn't draw uproarious ap-
plause but satisfies his audience with
half or three guarters of an hour of
wholesome chuckles derived thru the
telling of stories—in Jewish dialect—
mainly centering around characters
he once knew in the textile industry.

Many a lesser performer could take
note of the fact that altho Cohen
works in Jewish dialect, he uses com-
paratively few Yiddish words and

phrases, so his work is understand-
able,

Lawlor Too Eager

Miss Lawlor is effective with her
special material but seems a bit too
eager and stays on about one number
longer than her applause rates.

For the first time in many months
in this area a dance team stopped the
show cold. They're the Dancing
Paysees, who specialize in lightning-
fast spins, twirls and lifts,

Their show-stopping encore was a
dizzy spinning routine done with a
musical background of variations on
progressive jazz in the Kenton idiom.
Reception to this number was out-

The show is cut by Don Cortez and
his band, a six-man outfit which does
a fine job behind both Miss Lawlor
and the Paysees. Cohen uses no mu-
sic during his story-telling act,

- Dick Lowe.

Music Bowl, Chicago

(Tuesday, January 11)

Capacity, 400. Price pollcy. 82 minimum.
Operator, Juck FPeretz. Booking palicy, non-
excluaive. Bhow played by Johnny (Secat)

Davis's orchestra. Shows at 10, 12 and 2.

Pat (Satira) Schmidt, the much
publicized dancer who was freed re-
cently from a Cuban bastile after
conviction on a murder charge, has
spruced up her act 100 per cent since
she retfurned to the stage eight weeks
agno. The Eurasian-looking dancer
has added two boys, formerly with
the Three Sapphires, and has welded
the threesome into a smooth standard
act. Dancing is a combination of
East Indian and modern impression-
istic, wilh Satira showing improve-
ment in the footwork and contribut-
ing some good acrobatics. Costuming,
too, is improved, with the gal in
black and gold lame and a diapha-
nous skirt, while the boys work in
smart blue outfits of the same motif.

Yonely, European import, needs
some scissoring and additions to his
act, but basic materisl is good. In
clown outfit, the French musicome-
dian works panto thru a series of
trick instrument and fiddle playing
routines, Orkster Johnny (Scat)
Davis did a standout job of straight-
ing for the clown.

Davis does veoman duty in taking
two num’ -rs in the floorshow, back-

A new show here is &lways a local
The wupstairs ' was
jammed more than ever with all sorts
of big names working gratis on Jack
Eigen's disk show. Crowds waiting
for tables did their waiting in the
lounge. Those leaving the show alsa
slopped at the lounge. It all added
up to extra drinks
The big show downstairs isn't the
best seen here by a long shot, but
Mitzi Green makes up for it. She's
better than ever with material, some
of it by Sid Kuller, a West Coast Ind,
that is worth every penny it cost
Her Molly MeGee, a Walter Mitty-ish
number pulled in drama, pathos and
comedy in equal doses, and was su=
perb. It called for real acting abil-
ity. The surprise of her act, how=
ever, was a take-off on Kay Thomp-
son and the Williams Brothers that
left the audience limp. In the latter,
Miss Green, made up like Thompson,
works with Fred Barry and Ray Ar-
nett in as hilarious a bit of satire as
has been seen hereabouts in a
time, The act is introduced with
never a mention of whom the take-
off is based on. . Obviously, it can
only be used in spots where the
Thompson-Will. “ms act is known
But for a spot L.e the Copa, it's &
natural.

Carl Ravazza has changed his act
so much that it suffers., Time and
again he got the crowd with his first
eight bars, then lost it with his overe
‘.Inng_ notes and slow deuvery, .us
routine, consisting of oldies with bal-
lads predominating, seldom regis-
tered. Only in one song, a calypso,
Quality, was he the same sock Ra-
vazza, His lack of novelties, for
which he’s noted, hurt him. The re-
sult was only a tepid reception.

The Barry's Dance

Susan and Fred Barry's danceclogy
was full of lifts and spins. ‘Their

fast short-stop catch, The new girl
partner dances well and looks well
Tho routines were not unusuaal, the
crowd liked them very much.

Paul Godkin, out of legit musicals,
did well in his modern Interpretas
tions based on the Jerome Robbins

ber,
voices behind him, his dancing was
unusual. .

The Taitlers (lwo boyvs; two girls)
sing expertly. The two girls particu-
larly did fine jobs. The up makes
a nice picture. Thev're young and
good looking. Linda Lumban, and
Herb George didn't have too much
to do but did well enough on what
was called for. -
The costumes were right out of
Harper's Bazaar. The line (8) showed
them off to their best advantage. In
one number, the kids wear gen
white fox furs which must have cost

meant little. The lyrics by Tam Ads

they were just expensive bores.
Michael Durso's ork cut its
L2015 e, win Aivars on he yor
W vares on Vo=

danceable.

ing the show and working some dance |
sets. He still gells like a million, es-
pecially on older standards. Combe
(three rhythm, tenor and trumpet) is
a jump group. Singer John Gary
could use a little more volume in de-
livering the lyrics. His peculiar an-
tics while playing brushes on a huge
tom-tom become a little meaningless
and hard to watch after a time. Bob
Perkins's-trio does a good job with
intermission musie, Johany Sippel

—— —_—

a pretty blonde, who is draped over

.2

;

the piano when she doesn't warble.
Buddy Harlowe's combo does well

his band with a eanary, Ruth Brown,

as relief band. Bill Smith.

“ o P

|

best was their throwaway with a |

school of choreography. In one num- |
a dream segquence with four

matched the Gordon music, Together,

|
;
F

!

J

plenty,

The musie Gordon Jenkins left
much to be Even the samba,
Roll to Rio, dressed up col 2

e 1. = i R
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R 1 1,000, Price

- g palicy. S1-51.50
"ok '-Im:anr. Aarold Eoplar, Booking,
e : nalve.  Pablicliy, Jeance Dunaway

budg=t this show, $9 000

—

The current Chase Ciub show, s
me-weeker, represents a big jump in
Budget but capacily crowds indicate
fie idea is paying off.

The show opens with Chuck Fos-
#rs band theme, Oh, You Beautijul
Joll. Then maesiro Chuck introduces
1is vocalists, Lee Shearin and Milly
foury, to do Bride and Graom Polka.
Bhearin is a tall, handsome lad, and
fie Coury gal is tops in personality
ad song selling. She shows to good
sivantage on Pussy Cat Song, a num-
ker she does with Shearin. She's
Nvacious and a real asset to the ag-
E=gation.

On next is Jean Lawrence, petite
€ancer, who scores a hit with some
Bst rhythm stepping and a boogie
rumber, Miss Lawrence, originally
fom St Louis, clicks on looks and
Jerformance alike.

Danny Thomas Boffs

Comic Danny Thomas closes the
sow and delivers a smash perform-
mce that tops anything seen here for
pears. The guy is hard-working,
dever, original, fast, and above all,
dmny. There seems to be no end to
e wealth of material he has. On

]} *e _show caught he opened with a

N =zor-edged tirade against his ex-
d =dio sponsors, Sanka Coffee; Post
f Joasties and Drene Shampoo. Then

e offered some ideas for a product
e his own called Thomas Cola. He

# Text went into a Western routine and

5 sound up with his famous Chloe
putine. Thomas occasionally di-
zerges from his comedy to do some-
hing dramatic. All in all he iz one
ol the finest comics, if not the finest,
sver seen here. He was on the floor
Br almost an hour and could have
fayed on much longer.

The Foster band played for dancing
and cut the show pleasingly, Foster
mseed the show in straight fashion.

Abie L. Morris,

¥illage Vanguard, New York

(Muezday, January 11)

Capacity, 150, Price policy, $2-53.50 minl-
mum. Shows st 10:30 and 12:30. Owner-op-
wator., Max Oordon. Booking policy, non-
mcluslva. Publicity, Jay Ruszeil. Estimated
mit this zhow with music, $400.

The present show ls distinctive be-
rause of a new lad, Wally Cox, a thin,
¥ightened looking boy who is a sil-
rersmith- by trade and an actor by
ivocation. Somebody caught him at
§ house party and brought him to
fordon. So nights he works for
Gordon, and days he designs silver,
mw something.

That Cox is an amateur is appar-
=nt, but he has a knack of off-hand
tharacterizations which makes him
guite interesting to watch. His un-
deracting may be due to nervousness,
ar it may be deliberate. Uging a pro-
fessor as the central character, Cox
becomes pedantic and then drops into
i Casper Milquetoastish candy store
swner who objects to the boys' tilting
fhe pinball machine. Then there’s
the fall guy in the gang or an anxious
tchool teacher., His material is imag-
anative, and Cox has a rare ability to
earicature famiiliar types. But tho
fe's amusing, his humor gets intel-
lectual nods rather than yocks., Given
more commercial material and more

ACTS WANTED Sawy

Break your Eant o Wumt. Can oller
et ”2.".';;.1.. g Tin, Wirs, come th t
RAY S§S. KNEELAND
AMUBEMENT BOOKING SERVICE
TEY: Wet Ohlppewa Si., Bulfalo 2, N. V.
A.Q.V.A. Franchised
A AL A AL RN

——N PHILADELPHIA, PA. —

(LINTON HOTEL 2’52
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Fox May Rep ARA
In AGVA Huddles

. NEW YORK, Jan, 15.—The Amer-
ican Guild of Variety Artists (AGVA)
may find itself faced with an
;.n-:-malnlug situation when 't next sits
down ‘with the Artists Representative
Association (ARA) to discuss new
contracts.

T'I:I.e situation is a result of Dave
Fox’s recent resignation as New York
head of AGVA, opening his own of-
fice as an agent, then applying for
an AGVA franchise thru ARA, of
which he's become a member.,

Various. ARA officials, having
learned that Fox had joined the
agents' org, have already started
campaigns to get him to sit on ARA’s
bargaining committee when it huddles
with AGVA.

London Padlock

Threat a Hypo

LONDON, Jan. 15.—Floorshows at
London’s night clubs are expected
to branch out in full seale soon. The
motive behind this anticipated spurt
15 the anxiety of the bottle clubs over
the government's proposed legisla-
tion to close them. The clubs hope
to put on such shows as to justify
themselves in the eyes of the govern-
ment.

The most ambitious floorshow of
the moment is the Embassy Club's
Copa Rewvue, which employs a com-
pany of 22 (without the ork): cost
$28,000 or so to produce and haz a
weekly nut of $4,000. The show lasts
an hour and is running at a loss,
Nevertheless the Embassy is spend-

new show next month.
The idea is to build up a big enough
attendance each night (at $4 admis-

sion) to make the entertainment
financially independent of food or
drink sales.

Development of this policy is ex-
pected to bring some keen compe-
tition among the London night spots.

Roxy Books Va.llee;
May Get 82G Per

NEW YORK, Jan, 15. Rudy
Vallee will open at the Roxy for a
reported $8,500 a week, starting Feb-
ruary 22. The last time Vallee
worked a New York theater it was
at Loew’s State,

The singer is now alt the Latin
Quarter on a four-week deal and
closes there February 2.

—

experience, he could develop into a
real comic. Right now he needs lots
of seasoning.

Dolores Martin is an excellent dra-
matic singer who knows how to han-
dle lyriecs intelligently. But based on
the show caught, she doesn’t seem to
have enough material to go around.
She does a powerful Suppertime and
a cute special thing, Love Is a Thing
Called Dough.

The Cyril Haynes Trio plays for
the show and dancing in a mechaniecal
fashion. Clarence Williams does the
niano intermissions. Bill Smith.

LETTER TO EDITOR

(Continued from page 23)
or mediocre, will never go out of
stvle. They give class to the saloons
and dignity to the ultra hotels.
Neve® forget that the *“ballet leap-
ers” and "“Oriental wigglers” belong
to theater productions. After all,
they're not new for the night club
patrons.

The

ublic is always interested in
the skill of the performer and not
their ages. Remember that! Let's
hope show business blooms again to
give ballroom teams a chance to
prove who has the ability to revamp.
Sincerely,
(Signed) Gino Daro-Corda

ing the same amount of money on a|

| protests

AGVA Insists
All Aets Play
' Only 30 a Wk.

Would Proteet Cheaper Ones

NEW YOREK, Jan. 15. — Vaude
houses thruout the country will be
asked to conform with a projected
American Guild of Variety Artists
(AGVA) formula that will eall for 30
shows a week, with every additional
show to be paid for pro rata.

At present the 30 shows-a-week
policy applies only to acls receiving
less than $750 weekly. All acts get-
ting more than that can be required to
work 36 shows without additional
payment.

There's a gimmick in the present
contract which allows acts getting less
than $750 to work 38 shows before
getting any . more money, It works
this way. If an act gets 3725 and
works 31 shows he gets pro rata for
the additional show. This extra dough
puts him in the above $£750 class, so
theoretically he can be called upon
to do five extra free shows before
he can get any more dough.

Under AGVA plans, the $§750 fizure
would no longer be in effect. All acts
would work 30 shows maximum, with
additional shows paving extra.

D. C. Mulls Problem
Of After-Hours Spots

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Puzzled
aver the proper method of dealing
with bottle clubs, Distriet of Co-
lumbia authorities are asking other
cities how they handle the problem.
Meanwhile, warfare broke out anew
this week belween the bottle spots
and licensed niteries as the local As-
sociated Tavern Owners' Associa-
tion (ATOA) protested in its pub-
lication the “freedom" enjoved by
the unlicensed after-hour clubs.

Sporadic police raids against bot-
tle spols started last summer after
by licensed niteries, but
have succeeded in reducing by only
one the estimated 100 after-hour lo-
calions.

Meanwhile, a survey of niteries and
restaurants by the Fire Department
this week resulted in warnings to
eight and charges aFainst two others.
The latter two spots elected to fight
fire hazard charges in court

The department announced that the
action was taken to assure strict ad-
herence to fire regulations during
Inaugural week. Chief complaints
were that fire exils were unlit,
blocked off, latched or locked.

Stage Coach, Ont.,
Builds Show Policy

DETROIT, Jan, 15—The policy.of
music and floorshows to draw trade,
despite the present lack of any.Xkind
of a liquor license, iz being adopted
on an increasing scale by the Stage
Coach Inn, Fingal, Ont., a village
about 10 miles west of St. Thomas.
The policy was started December 11
with dinner music and has been
built up to floorshows, using three
acts booked thru a loeal agency. The
place is using an all-Negro talent
policy, considered rare in Ontario,
with Jay Bee's combo (5) and Jerry
Slaughter as emsee, with acts changed
weekly.

The room, which seats about 150, is

run by Jimmy Bennett, formerly of
the Seven Dwarfs Inn in London,
Ont. Semi-name musical-type acts
are to be booked, starting in late
March, according to plans.
_ The place is counting on getting a
liquor license shortly, but appears
assured of getting a beer and wine
license if the hard liquor proposition
is turned down,

FOR SALE

Halionally Known
Nite Club

500,000 trade area—No com-
petition — unusual proposition
for experienced operator—pos-
sibilities profits S550.000 year.
20,000 square fee!—5 acres land
—all necessary equipment —
stock worth $100,000—{irst $35.-
000 gets it. Owner refiring
after many successful years op-
eration. Seeing is believing!

Orin Gilsirap

822 East Methvin
Longview, Texas

rlways -
THE SHOWMAN'S FRIEND
in Los rngeles

500 Modern Rooms
with bath and radio
“"Foremost on the Coast"

ALEXANDRIA HOTEL

Fifth at Spring » Los Angeles

FRANK WALKER. General Manager
Formerly at Dlmsted, Cleveland, 0.

SELAN’S

World's Largest
Creators of

HAIR STYLED PIECES

Write for
FREE CATALOG

(hir Male Coods are all
expertly made ol the
finest fist aqnality
5 HUMAN HATH
! Write lor our FRERE |
’ DCATALDG and
b WHOLESALE
FRICE LIST on Intest
style Hair Plecen

SELAN'’S

HAIR GOODE CO.
a2 N. Brate BL

Dept. T I
Chilcage 2. Minols

& Waleriully & Bralds
& Chignoms o Pape-
boyvs & Toos Curils
@ SBwitchss g Trans-
farmation g Wigs
B Taunpsses

L e e S S B I R S W

ROSETTA STONE

, Licensed Masseyuse
Can help

show people! Under
medical direction, we specialize in

SCALP MASSAGE

General Body Massage and asso-
ciated services, including Children's
Department and home infant care,
For information call

ROSETTA STONE

TRafalgar 9-9687
8502 Lexington Ave., New York 28, N. Y.

R o o S T T S e

COMEDY MATERIAL

for all branches of thoeatricals

FUN-MASTER

The ORIGINAL Show iz Gae File
Mai, 1 1o 22 & $1.00 Ea.

R o o B I S I T T R N

[Order in seQuence ONLY)

SPECOLAL: The first 138 Mles Toc ES.000100
4 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES
{10 in cach book), $10 per book Send
10¢ for Hsts of other comedy material, songs,
parodizs, minstned  patt=r, blirk onte. el
RNo L0 D'

PAULA SmITn

200 W. Gaith 81, NEW YORK 15

the

NOWI ,ow

maga-

I:-HEE zine.

Containy orlginal  matierial,
Manalogu arodies, Band
Novaliies, Skits, Dlaloguss,
Sanges, Patiee, Qags, Jokep
Subscription, $1.00. Add
$1.00 for 4 gagpacked bach I
liuet,. EMCEE, Deak 17,
1508 8o, Homan Awa
iChlcaga 23, 1.

e

WANT ADVANCE MAN

Florida-Cuba tour. Middleagel Must have
driver's licenss io drive my car. Write ko

MALINY

For

Hotsl Arlingtan Hot Boprings, AFL
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Trib’s Barnes Is No. 1 In BROADWAY
s SHOWLOG
Stem Seers Race at Three- kg
. Dramas -
uarter Mark: Coleman No. 2 overes 1
b . ll:u of & Thousand e -
et ey ~
trecicar a
BB Tab Scores It That Way—Here's Why TS Re A 15,
{(Barrymore)
= Born Yesterday ......... = 4w 1240
By Bob Francis . Hrn “‘d:ll:'!:, :Hll[tr'.l i .
3 w " o mw w !
(Continued from page 3) a- a flop and its goes to 100 or more lllr:h 'ﬂ-cn
runs of fewer than 100 performances | showings, he is charged with an error. || Geedbye My Fanmey..... 11-17, '48 L)
(The Billboard's yardstick for meas- | If he tabs it for success and it fails, || 1. ‘:.:f,:",:::{" ______ 10-28, 48 an
uring success). Of these, 13 had not| the same is true, Therefore, the total {Emplre) f
been around long enough to be rated scoring must almost always be in-|| Ulght Up the Sky....... 11-18, '18 68
in elther the success or failure col-| romplete, since no production can be ..“n':::“ﬂ Chaillet. . 12-5%. "48 24
umn, The current tab is therefore| included in his tally until it has time (Belasce) i :
based on the success-flop recards of | to prove itself aaginst his preem Hl-ltrmlmht}ru .......... £-13, "4 isd
J0 unveilings. Trib’s expert sat in| rating by bowing out prematurely or . -t ey
on 27 anc. his average stems from 23 | making the century mark success VAL P s s e
right picks. Coleman was a member | grade. I'ﬂr-h:ﬂurum.l. 10- & I8 120
of all 3C preem congregations and - ymon L
was wrong five times for an 833 Still To Go oy oo, O AR RE ATt -
average, | Consequently, such matters as||" Silver Whistle, The....11-25 'is al
NEW YORK, Tan. 15.—A receni issoe of & Anne ﬂ_f the 1000 Duw, As t.hE Gi:l'ts R
irade pnhlicalinn. :lhir.:h mlga charts annuaal Gﬂ; Gﬂﬂdb_ye, MI" Fﬂﬂ{.‘y; Lle‘ With
accuracy of Stem eritics, carries n tally of | Mother, Light Up the Sky; Oh, Mr. M“fil‘ﬂl.’l
averages in" “lllin: hllr-:l-] pnin‘l" Innlhz lr[iH. ﬁ{gqﬂgwbrﬂ.ﬂk" The ﬁ'flldi.ﬂﬁ’ﬂiﬂ'ff ﬂ_f PRy T At o e an T
praciically every Insiance are drasticany at | Chaillot, Red Gloves, Silver Whistle, ‘mperishy '
yariance with The Billboard's current rom- | Jiss Me, Kate; Lend an Ear, Make || As the Girls Ge........ 11-13, "4 a3
I:lul:.tl“:I:l:l-m:n-l rstood, however, thai this siher Wﬂ‘;!‘ jor Laucia and '.:FhE Rape Ff Lu- High :tﬁml:‘;:lﬁg:::mh 10- 8,47 [ ]
SR il Nides .‘“ Heht or weonk tally ‘o nahen’s crefia, cannot be included in the (Brestiwey) o
payback of Investment wilhwul regard for | January B check-up. Some of this|| Inside USA. .. ......... i-00, "4 200
length of run. In ether I'Ill'ﬂl-i. ;n: :.I;.mcul of | group’'s weak sisters will shutter im- h ;!Hnjrla‘tl:'l
& F = 1 1 H 1 H L L AR =" 7
B e e "mants Sots. | Mediately, but it is impossible to say || X jia D3 BESRYS  m
ings, Naturally, this procedure mnst invelve | how the fulure of most of the others!| Lead sa Ear....,...... 12-16, 48
the mse of sm asirelogy chard 'I-ZE'Iﬂ a dream | will affect the current averages, In (Natlonal) .
::?h:::? by Ol b o ﬂ";:*::;l'u:ﬁ; addition, another two dozen entrants|| ™"* l;l:,;"ﬁ 2 o e 15 1.'. e
not galied to give asccarale current erilieal | @T€ due for the Stem StEIEE before the Where's Charley®.. ... 10-11, 48 u:
B et Sl T s | B OE Al TRER et mnple S
may Inul‘. be nﬂ::'flll!l:;]l.hﬂr. Alwars the personal E'Ppﬂrtunlt?' for _fl_'l’f-lf-'ﬂ_l Etumh]EEI to ICE SHOWS
equaiion must be a faclor, asince somebedy | CAUSE drastic revisions in the running Howd :
musi elassify the content of the expeils” re- | grder before the pundits sweeps hits phod '}c-:- fee.. ...... 822, s
vlews, However, The Billboard pretemils to be the pay-off tape caler)
no fortene felléer. II merely sels B FOOCCEE- pay = OPENED
fallure -llnﬂ;" “: "frﬂ £ :FIJI“I:: n!:‘: The SEmile of the World,, 1-1%, 48 3
erillea anly when it has given proafl a f < 2 £ ¢t Werld,, 1- i
- SI.I.IJ SEI’IEE fﬂr Cﬂpllﬂl Aleng :T[;:f:u:rlnle 1-18, 43 i
Another pre-finish spurt puts The| WASHINGTON, Jan. 15—A sub- (Broadharst)
Times' official drama poohbah into|seription series of three plays was - COMING UP
third place, over a seventh spot wind-| announced for the nation’s capital (Week of January 17, 1849)
up last May. Brooks Atkinson caught|this week by Productions, Inc,, a|| The Shop at &1y Corner.. 1-15, '48
29 openings and chalked up five er-|local pro org. In the absence of a T, ‘d'-"“::h"n ; b gt
rors for a current 82.8 score. The | regular legit house, the plays will be T R i i
News’' John Chapman, last year's ta}l- |housed in American University's|| Leat and Bough......... 1-21, "4
end fimisher, is neck and neck with Clendenen Hall. First production will{| (Cert) 350 ita
him with a similar tally. ‘ be A Midsummer Night's Dream for e ne st ehel gt aw
John Lardner (Star), newest aisle- |the week beginning January 24. Yes
squatter to join the nine-old-menIs for a Very Young Man, by Gertrude CLOSED
ranks, is right behind Times and|Stein, is second on the list, to be fol-|| g 00 .. - 1'% 179
News critics. Lardner tok over 'Il;he lowed by Lorca's The House of Ber- = ‘Hﬂﬂth ﬁ:;::u
Star’s drama saddle last September |narda Alba. sturday T
and has therefore had npﬂnrlﬁuni!ﬁr to FERRS. MEATLLAN. SACTIN- s ia it iy B9 .
sit in on only 22 shows. He has been| (Saturday 15)
wrong four times for a fourth place|" Oklahoma® for Melbourne || mape :-zl":-;m"l-- 2o 13-20,°48 n
average of 81.0 per cent. MELBOURNE, Jan. 15—Oklahoma || (Senday 18)
Morehouse Dives

Reverse upset in current running is
a drop of last vear's winner to fifth
slot, The Sun’s expert, Ward More-
house, has been twice a tape-breaker
in the last five years in the ecritics’
sweepstakes, but coming into this
homestretch he appears {o have suf-
fered reversal of form. Morehouse
has been on frequent out-of-town
assipnments and has missed five of
the 30 openings. However, {ive er-
rors on the remainder have pulled
down his average to 80 per cent. The
Post’s viewer, Richard Watts Jr,, is
alss running considerably behind his
last season form. Watts was fifth

to cross the line last May. To date he
has racked up an accuracy mortality
of seven wrong guesses out of 29
tries for a seventh-place average of
75,9 per cent, And still another to
take a severe stumble is Robert Gar-
land (Journal-American), for a 1947-
1948 fourth place finich to a current
eight-slot tie with Willilam Hawkins
(World Telegram). Both saw all 30
productions and both ticked off nine
wrong judgments for a flat 70 per
¢ent average.

As is generally known in the trade,
The Billboard's system of tallying
eritical accuracy averages is predicted
on the pundits' opinions as to the
success-failure of each new produc-
tion., A run of 100 performances has
been taken as the measure of Broad-

. Way success. If a eritic tabs a show

4
F

l""- e

. New York 18. N. Y.=

J :_:1 . !:“_ 1_;::&5:..:',' ! - Q__.

We

4 Commissi

is to be presented at Hijs Majesty's
at the conclusion of the run of White
Horse Inn, probably in February.
Edward Hammerstein has arrived al-
ready in Melbourne to produce the
show on behalf of J. C. Williamson
Theaters, Ltd., and eight of the prin-
cipals of the cast are now en route
to Australia. The musical is expected

to break the record here held by
Annie Get Your Gun, which ran'for
42 weeks.

Paton

Theater for Farmingilon

HARTFORD, Jan.
and zoning commission of suburban

Farmington, has withheld decision on
a change of zone on land owned by

15.—The plan

Price and Salvatore Capuano,

to permit a legitimate theater, to be
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, to
be built there.

“«_ . -
New York Drama Critics
Accuracy Averages
1 :
May 1, 1948, to January 8, 1949
Ehewi H‘Hnrﬂ A poummoyp
Caughl leﬂ! He Oplnlen A v e

Howard Barnes (Herald Tribune)..... 27 3 4 85.2
Robert Coleman (Mirror)...cceese-0-. 30 25 5 B3.3
Brooks Atkinson (Times)...csssssssss 29 24 5 ﬁg
John Chapman (Netws) . ...scscessssnss 29 24 5
John Lardner (Star)...... PG SRR 22 18 4 81.8 |
Ward Morehouse (Sun)....... s ad e e N 20 5 B0.0
Richard Watts Jr. (PoSt).ceve.uis:.ns 29 22 7 75.9
Robert Garland (Journal-American).. 30 21 ] 70.0
William Hawkins (World-Telegram).. 30 21 9 70.0

I (Note: Not included in this tabulation are productions with fixed
or limited runs of fewer than 100 performances. Also not included 'ﬂ:
18 productions which have preemed too recently to be included
either success or [ailure category.)
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eater Expansion
WESTPORT, Conn., Jan. 15—An
application by Mrs. Lawrence Lang-
ner, owner of the Westport Country
Playhouse, to increase the size of
summer plavhouse has been tabled
by Building Inspector Arthur Miller
for study by the Planning and Zoning
on.

¥

_ : the play-
house is a business operating outside
the business zone and therefore can-
not expand unless given special per-
mission. The bullding was established
as a theater in 1928, before the adop-
tion of the present building regula-
tions, and therefore does not come
under the rules except for additions
on the property.

The theater, one of the oldest sum-
mer playhouses in New England, is
situated on 2.8 acres conlaining three
buildings, the main one being the
theater,

Anti- Jim Crow Bills

Doomed in Cnngresa
WASHINGTON,

Jan. 15. — The
House District Committee has quickly
dropped in the “forget" flle two bills
designed to end segregation in Wash-
ington's theaters, restaurants and
schools,

The measures were introduced .y
two Negro .ongressmen, Adam C
Powell (D., N. Y.) and William
Dawson (D., IlL.). Both lawmakers
introduced the same bills last session
Neither of the bills reached a hearing
stage, and little chance is given them
in the current Congress, altho an
over-all civil rights proposal, backed
by the Truman administration, is
likely to get serious consideration
The latter proposal is not expected
to call for revision of the prevailing
Jim Crow policy in theaters in the
nation’s capital.

Miami Theater Opens Feb, 1

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.— Richard
Stevers opens his Oceanside Theater
in Miami February 1 with The Vaoice
of the Turtle, starring Margo, Eddie
Albert and Glenda Farrell. The next
two programs will be Springtime for
Henry, with Edward Everett Horton,
and John Loves Mary, with Jackie
Cooper and Jackie Coogan. The house
seats 750 an® will have a $2.40 top.

ROUTES

Dramatie and Musical
iAushnall Avditarium)

At War with the
Hartford,

usic Hall) Eansas City, Ma, 36-33
ﬂ uf:t' Your Gun (Pord) Daltimore
Hisckstone (Walnut)

md':nn mﬂ"‘M

Br i

Carousel (Bhrine ll’ﬂlll"gl Richmend, Vs
Dante iStudebaker) leago.

Desert Song (Bhubert) Fh%

Diamond Lil, with Mss Wt Alen-
andral Toranto. -

Pavorite Stranger, with Kay Prancis (Bhubsrt
l..liu:;tn DiecLrolt -
'
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DPPIN' OF *49
(Opened Monday, December 27

KRNT RADIO THEATER,
DES MOINES

. A musical comedy by Chlck Johnson and O
Olsen. Btaged by Leon Leanidoff, Ennrh::r.nri:
Dave Behooler., Dances, Dave Gould. Musi-

choregraphy, Pembroke Davenport.

CAST: Ols Olsen, Chlek Johnson, J. C. Ol-
sen, June Johnson, Harrison and Fizher,
Nirskn, Josa Duval: Shirley, Sharon and
Wanda; Cloris LeRoy, Shannon Dean, Shorty
Renna, Hatouschell, Helen Magna, Six
Mighty Atomas, Hank Whilchouse, Frank Cook,
John Howes, Bllly Eay, Maurice BMUlard,
Frank Harty and 24 Singinphools.

The Ilatest of the Hellzapoppin'

series is another of those zany, mania-
cal productions of Olsen and John-
son.
The 1940 series has some high and
some very low spots, runs three hours
but is simply a rebuilt job over the
other shows. It is beautifully =et
and costumed and some of the spe-
ciality numbers rate well. The gag
stunts fall somewhat short, largely
because of timing by the east, but
this should improve as the show
continues. Olsen and Johnson keep
the show moving with their anties.

Harrison and Fisher

Topping the specialties come Har-
rison and Fisher with their impres-
sionistic dancing, and the acrobatics
of Shirley, Sharon and Wanda, These
three gals have some clever routines
to add to the show. Frank Cook is
good with his harmonica-guitar nov=-
elly, while Gloria LeRoy rates with
her lithe terping.

Nirska is featured with her butler-
fly fans in a ballet production, while
Jose Duval and his resounding voice
help out a ecolorful bolero number.

The entire production has little
caontinuity and rTuns helter-skelter
with a lot of gun fire—even Buffalo
Bill gets into the act from a canvas
scene and sinks a battleship—and
ends with the same old padded-cell
fun, with even the audience not
knowing it is over,

; Loony Giveaways

Again included is the zany give-
away routine, with customers getling
live pigs, ice and champagne as
prizes. Another top scene is a baby
gitting deal by baby-sitters Olsen and
. Johnson, with June Johnson and
three midgets.

The show could be trimmed and
. probably will be before long, with
slow numbers eliminated. It needs
gag polish and perhaps some better
gapgs substituted.

In comparison with other Hellza-
poppin’s the latest falls short, but Ol-
sen and Johnson's personal hilarity
makes up for deficiencies.

Otto Weber.

GEORGE WHITE'S
VARIETIES

(Tusesday, January 11)

CURRAN, SAN FRANCISCO

George White has assembled a first-
rate vaude bill for his Varieties, top-
ping the combo with Lou Hollz, Holtz
iz in fine fettle. He tells old gags and
makes them sound new, glares at the
customers the while, and defies them
to keep sober. It is Holtz's chore to
keep the Varieties pot boiling, and
he does it in top style.

Another ace crowd pleaser is Joe
Howard, the old song writer and
mldmr i Howard admits to be-
ing an octogenarian, but he can give
the ers lessons in the art of
timing and trick of selling songs, Also,
Buck and Bubbles are oan hand with

~ their fancy hoofing, light comédy and
trick piano-playing.

. a great tribute is due these

favorites, the patrons don't over-
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OPENING

THE SMILE OF THE
WORLD

(Opened Wednesday January 13

LYCEUM THEATER
A comedy by Carson Eanln. Binged by the

suthor, Batting by Donald Oenolager. Cos-
tumea by Malnbocher and Porrest Thayer.

Husineas manager, Vietor Samrock, Btage
munager. David Pardoll. Press representa-
tives, Willlam Pield, Walter Allord. Pre-
sented by the Pinywrights Company. \
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Alice Widmayer. .. .............Laura Plerpant

Once more Garson Kanin is con-
cerned with moral compromise in
Washington. This time his protago-
nist is not a dypsomaniac ex-attorney
general or a wvenal senator, but a
justice of the Supreme Court (circa
1923), and this time his scripting i
In a seriously constructive vein. What
he_ has to say is frequently arrestingly
said. His words are acted and spoken
by an excellent cast. They have been
meticulously backgrounded with a
fine production by the Playwrights
Company, but the score doesn't add
up to a winner. The Smile of the
World has to say 20 much to make
its points that it develops as an
extremely static conversation piece.
Fem customers probably will love it,
since it revolves about intuitive think-
ing by nearly all characters con-
cerned.

“What is this smile of the world,
to win which we are bidden to sacri-
fice our moral manhood?" is the quo-
tation from John Morley on which
Kanin hangs his premise. So a
middle-aged wife of a stuffed-shirt,
compromising member of the nine
old men falls in love with his dewy-

.« IR Gordon

in love because the lad is everything
her spouse was once and isn't. The
two have an affair and the judge
accepts matters in more phlegmatic
terms than would have been accepted
back in 1923. In any event, aside from
the emotional angle, the lad learns
fast, he prefers to quit, get out, keep
his ideals, when he discovers that his
idol has clay feet. The ex-idol in
turn reads him a proper screed on the
evils of jumping to wet-behind-the-
ears conclusions.

Third-Aect Middle Course

In sum, it seems according to Kanin
that both youthful idealism and
middle-aged ‘compromise are ex-
tremes. There must be a middle
course. The third-act curtain finds the
judge seeking this path wvia mirrored
self-analysis on the advice of a
peppery and practical mother. He may
get his wife back.

All of this, altho stated with fre-
quent eloguence, is long in the telling
and of necessity slows the direction
to something less than a trot. Smile,
however, gets the benefit of some
extremely good acting. Otto Kruger's
portrait of the judge is a fine mix-
ture of pompous childishness and
hard - bitten practicality. It grows
in warmth and stature as the play
progresses. Ruth Gordon is at her old
and serious best with a tender and
uaderstanding performance of a
woman with steel enough in her to
toss everything overboard for an ideal.
Warren Stevens assists them with
excellent support as the lad who sticks
to his principles, Laura Pierpont, as
an earthy, caustic mother of the great
jurist, gets all the comedy breaks in
an other—visct one-tone script. She
doesn't miss a laugh punch and is
wholly delightful.

But in spite of all its good ingre-
dients, Smile still looks slim com-
petition-wise, Strictly good for the
matinee trade. Bob Francis,

Lippams, with an acrobatic routine
that is good; the Mayo Brothers, who
dante very efficiently; Anita Martel,
who contribs wvocally—also on the
good side; Johnny Duggan, who also
See Geo. White Varieties on page 31)

eyed hero - worshipping elerk—falls

ALONG FIFTH AVENUE

(Opened Thursday, Janusry 13
BROADHURST THEATER

A revue with musle by Gordon Jenkin: smd
lyriea by Tom Adailr., Additional mualc and
l¥rics by Richard Stuts, Milton Pascal and
HWabt Hiken, Sketcheés by Charles Sherman
and MNat Hiksn., Seis by Ollver Bmith. Cos-
fumes by David Fiolkes, Dances by Robert
Bldney. Lightiog by Peggy Clark. Vocal
copcHing by Robert Lenn. Arcangements by
Cordon Jeénkins, Musical director, Irving
Astmman. General manager, Eddi= Lewis,
Btage manager, B, D, Kranz. Presi fopres
sentatives, Richard Maney and Frank Good-
man. Presenbed by Arthur Leasser.

CABT—Nancy Walker, Jackle Gleason, Hank
Ladd, Carol Bruce, Donald Richards, WViola
Essen, Johnny Coy, Virginia CGoraki, Judyth
Hurroughs, Joyce Mathews, Dick Bernls,
CGicorge B, Irvihg, Sachary Solov, Lee Erleger,
Wallpee Siebert., Loulse Elrtiand,

BEINGER3: Joan Coburn, Glorla
Candace Monigomery, Tinn Preijcott,
Pyren, Lucllla Udovick, Ted Alllnon,
Claret, Bob Neukum, Een Renner,
Bheldon.

DANCERS: Pranca Baldwin., Tessle Carrano,
Shellle Farrell, Marian Horosko, Grelchen
Houser, Carol Nelson, Janet BSayers, Harcry
Asmus, Ted Cappy, Dante Dl Paolo, Howard
Malone, Wallace Belbert, Zachary Solov, Wal-
ter Blane,

BONGS—"Fifth Avenus'": **The Best Times
of Day'"; “If This Is Glamour™; “SBkyscrapear
Bluea'™: "I Love Love In New Tork™: "Pugltive
Fram FlUth Avenus': “Bantso Dinera'; "In Lthe
Lobby": “Weep Mo More'': "Chant D' Amour®;
*Vacatlon In thes Store'; "“Call It Appls Frit-
ters”: YA Trip Doean't Care st AlL™

Competition song-and-dancerwise
grows increasingly keen. A musical
has got to be better than good to hold
up its end at this year's prevalent $6
tariff. It can be reported that the
newest entrant in the chant-terp
sweepstakes, Along Fifth Avenue, has
sufficient freshness and verve to make
it a fit companion-piece to some of its
more loudly heralded current col-
leagues, Avenue is not a revue to
set the Stem apgog, but it has been
trimmed and streamlined down to a
fast, professional show. It has a cast
studded with featured players who
know their business and stars Nancy
Walker with the kind of material Lo
prove she is one of our best fem com-
ics. It packs good solid chuckles and
occasional belly-laughs and some im-
mensely amusing specialty tunes and
lyries. Robert Sidney's dance patterns
and solo specialties are top-drawer.
Oliver Smith has designed super-
latively imaginative backgrounds and
David Ffolkes has contributed an-
other lushly eye-filling chore of bocdy-
draping. It is over-all pretty solid en-
tertainment and should get a play as
such.

In pattern, Avenue runs chiefly to
numbers predicated on a song, bal-
lad torch or specialty. Only iour
real sketches have been left in the
entire production, None of these is
too funny or original in itself, but
via the personality assistance of la
Walker and Jackie Gleason they get
far more laughs than their content
warrants. The principals are at their
best when strictly on their own—la
Walker clowning an amorous com-
edy ballad, Chant D'Amour, and
Gleason with a hilarious specialty,
Fugitive From Fifth Avenue. Hank
Ladd once more wanders amusingly
thru the proceedings as a lackadaisi-
cal entrepreneur and clicks in a
couple of team-up numbers as well,

Carol Bruce Warhles

On the more serious side, there is
Carol Bruce, always tunefully ex-
cellent, to chant such items as The
Best Time of Day and Weep No
More, which look likely to attain hit
proportions, Also competently hold-
ing down a top vocal assignment is

Havden,
Dorothy
Leonnrd
Bert

Donald (ex-Finian's Rainbow) Rich-

ards. Baritone spotlights Skyscraper
Blues and I Love Love in New York,
two other hummable melodies.

But it is the dance department
which gives the show its top pace and
drive. Sidney has devised a splendid
balance of ballet and down-to-earth-
heel-and-toe which is just right,
Viola Essen covers herself with
laurels as the show's ballerina and
Johnny Coy, who can really be rated
as making his Stem debut, tabs him-
self as one of our few really wir-
tuoso tapsters. One of their team-ups
(See Along Fifth Avenue on page 31)

JOYEUX CHAGRINS

(Present Laughter)
EDWARD ViI THEATER, PARIS

Comedy by Nosl Coward. French Adaplation
by Andre Roussin ond Plerre Gay. Directed
by Louls Ducreux. Setting by Mrs. Calthron,
Stage Director, Florentin de Sollan.

Cuelle du ManolP. ... .o.oicas ..o.Mlcale WVervil
T P e L e e e Andree Talnsy
P L i icacissnnssnansasnssansqs s HAEEIE CoBIn

Manlgue, ... cassssansssss-«Lanin Balaghova
Max Aramont...... ssnnssnsssss s Hoel Coward
r T T carnsnansin--- -HilBnbelh Hijar
Roland Majaule. .ceesess R —— . e LT
Henrl i cninsrssnnsnsssesesaurice Yillepe
DT LT P e T S g . e 1 Plarre Gy
YOlAnde. . oo cassosnsasesdenssssss HMIR OrEy
The Margquise de Charlgny........Lisa Berthie

Noel Coward, England's wversatile
master-of-all-theatrical-arts, has add-
ed another entry to his list of ac-
complizhments by playing a six-week
stint of his Present Laughter (Joyeux
Chagrins). Andre Roussin and Pierre
Gayv have translated into French this
sparkling, sophisticated comedy that
Clifton Webb brought to Broadway in
1948, and Coward is at last realizing
an ambition of some 25 vears by actl-
ing in French on a French stage,

However, the Paris public has not
taken too kindly to this English
comedy of stage manners, In spite of
its high polish, it is too harum-scarum
for the French. A successful Gallie
comedy must at least have a psycho-
logical twist of some kind or other,
and Present Laughter is too like a
salon-circus to appeal to the French- |
men's orderly, logical sense of fun.

Perfeet Casting

The gay carryings-on of the cele-
brated actor, Max, who loves to act
not only on the stage but in his pri-
vate life as well (with the usual
amorous complications), is a perfect
role for Coward. He is as graclious
and debonair as usual, tho at times he
stalks a bit too hammily across the
stage, His French (after only three
months of intensive study) is the
typical American-English conception
of what good French should be; he
speaks so rapidly it is hard to under-
stand him, tho it sounds wonderfully
convincing and is as comprehensible,
for example, as Charles Bover's Eng-
lish in Red Gloves.

Coward has assembled a good cast.
Tania Balachova is his bored, faithful
secretary who accepts her boss's
meanderings and intrigues with stoie
calm and “dear old Charlie" devotion,
Elisabeth Hijar is gay and crisply
blase as the understanding wife, Lisa,
and Nadia Gray plays with vivacity
and almost too much credibility the
beautiful bitch Yolande, who nearly
wrecks not only Max's life but those
of his two best friends as well, Pierre
Gay as Maurice and Maurice Villepe
as Henri are adequate, Louis Du-
creux has directed Present Laughter
at a fast pace and is helped by Mrs
Calthrop’s cheerful, tasteful set,

Her:> is another example of the dif-
ficulties of trying to translate humor
from one culture to another. But Noel
Coward on a French stage, in the
flesh, has provided enough good rea=
sons to make this flimsy lark info~—
Anglo-Saxon farce-comedy an inter-
national event of the Paris season.

Jean White.

‘Mistress Mine’ for Hartford

HARTFORD, Jan. 15.—0 Mistress
Mine, starring Sylvia Sidney and
John Loder, is booked for the Bush-
nell Memorial Auditorium, Hartford,
January 28-29, at $3 top. The play
i1s being presented by Harold Brom-
ley, Eddie Rich and Dean Goodman.

Gaumont Options *“*Citizen™

NEW YOREK, Jan, 15.—Irving Gau-
mont has optioned Arthur Lessing's
play, The Citizen, for production this
spring. The script, which has been
optioned several times before, is
about the role of Haym Solomon, the
Jewish banker, in the Rewolutionary
War.
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Magie |

'WTLLI&M T. RANDOLPH, magic
enthusiast of Gladewater, Tex.,
and secretary-manager of the Cham-
ber of Commerce there, comes thru
with a suggestion that could be used to
advantage by some of the magic units
maying the hinterlands. Randolph tells
of the Great Virgil's coming to Glade-
water January 4, and of three other
better-known pros who are slated to
make the same territory later in the
season. Randolph describes himself as
*just one of_the crowd that helps buy
the tickets for the wife and children
that make these professionals’ tours
possible.” *“Some call us ‘suckers'.”
Randolph typewrites, “but I prefer
the title ‘fan." I know that operating
costs have to be held low so that we
can afford to support the tours, but
my wife and I still don't see why a
six or eight-people troupe, including
some gttractive girls for the men to
see and one or two muscular men of
the “strong-man’ type for the women
o see, wouldn't pull enough extira
attendance to really fill these school
and ecity auditoriums, rather than
having a two or three-people act that
ieaves half the seats vacant. Has any
magician tried it since the war? 1
can't help but believe that even we
residents of the tank towns would turn
out in far larger numbers if we knew
that we were seeing a larger act. Even
our churches don't try to get by with
just soloists; they use a full choir.”
Randolph hadn't caught the Virgil
performance at the time he wrote the
above piece.

=nrhse—

ILL. BAIRD and Florine (Mrs.

Baird) come in for a loud plug
from C. J. Levett, president of the
Bert Allerton Assembly No. 44, So-
viety of American Magicians, Water-
loo, Ia., based on their performance
at the Colony Club, Waterloo, where
they have just concluded three weeks
and are being held for a fourth, do-
ing three half-hour turms a night.
“Bill and Florine are packing ‘em
in,"” Levett writes, “and, as usual, Bill
knocks 'em out with his great billiard
ball work and card flourishes. He also
does Linking Rings, thimbles, and
some silk routines. One of the big hits
is their mental turn. To most magi
it may come as a surprise to find Bill
doing a mental act, but he does an
outstanding job, and those who think
that Bill can't talk are in for a sur-
prise, They also do a comedy take-
off on Truth or Consequences, with
audience participation, and it's a big
deal for Ilaughs." Following their
Waterloo engagement, Bill and Flo-
rine are slated to begin a concert trek
thru Florida. . . . Landrus the Magi-
cian, who recently wound up an ex-
tended tour of the Lone Star State,
5 In Atlanta for two weeks, after
which he begins a swing thru South
Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi. ...
Allessandro, with he L. J. Hsth
Shows the last two seasons, is show-
mmg his magical wares in schools in
Ureenup County, EKentucky. He
tells of catching Paul Hubbard
doing a corking job with comedy and
magiz in Kentucky schools recently,
and inquires as to the wheregbouts
of Jimmy Rogalski, formerly of
Detroat, who working as a pro magus
around the Motor City at the ripe old
arse of 12.

[ WANTED
Exotie Dancers and Strips

For Theatred and Ciubs from
MAINE to CALIFORMNIA
BE A BOOSTER FOR

MILTON SCNUSTER

127 North Deartorn BL CHICAGOD =T, ILL.

Loews Income

In ’48 Nosedives

To $5.309,659

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Net income
of Loew's, Inc., for the fiscal vear
ended August 31, 1948, after provision
for depreciation, taxes and other de-
ductions, totaled $5,309,659, including
$1,097.267 which iz Loew's portion
of the net undistributed income of
partly owned corporations. The 1948
earnings, equivalent to $1.03 per
share on 5,142,615 shares outstand-
ing, are far below the net income of
the previous fiscal year and reflect
current conditions in the picture in-
dustry. Net income for the previous
fiscal year was $11,626,527, including
$1,093,736, Loew's portion of the net
undistributed income of partly owned
corporations. Financial statement
lists working assets on August 31,
1848, as $120,212010 against
$132,171,887 a year earlier, while
total current liabilities were listed
as $230389397 compared with
$26,941,991 the previous vyear.

Figures for 12 weeks ended No-
vember 25, 1948 show a net income
after depreciation and other deduc-
tions of $1.021,156, equivalent to 20
cents a share, as compared with
£1,354,761, equivalent to 268 cenis a
share in the corresponding period of
the previous yvear. The company said
the effect of lower cost films would
be reflected later in the current fiscal
year.

King Eyes Race Biz;
Inks Bostie, Rhodes

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—King Records,
of Cincinnati, this week expanded
further its race roster, with Prexy
Sid Nathan inking five-vear pacts
with Earl Bostic and Todd Rhodes,
both jump combo leaders, who pre-
viously recorded for King, after mas-
ters were purchased from other firms.
Bostic was formerly with Gotham,
while Rhodes had sides on Vita-
coustic and Sensation. In addition,
Nathan has oblained eight masters
by Memphis Slim, blues singer, who
has had several big hits on Miracle,
from Nate Rothner, who cut the sides
three years ago for his Hy-Tone
label.

Leah Matthews, Miami Beach
singer, was also inked to a pop re-
cording contract by Nathan last week.
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VELYN SHELBY, Hirst wheel

_newcomer headlining one of the
units, comes from a male and female
team of ballroom and ballet dancers
and reinforces her strip routine with
the terps she acquired in wvaude,
niteries and hotels. ., . .Harry Lirk

former exec with the Charlie Euhln-:
'son and Barney Gerard shows on the
‘old big wheels, is now in the steel
biz in Union City. . . Coreen Dorman,
sister of Gertrude Beck, tendered a
Christmas tree party in St. Louis to
the cast of the I. B. Hamp unit and
chorus playing the Grand that wcek
. « « Al Baker Jr, in his second year
| at high school, will celebrate his 15th
| birthday January 29 at Wheeling,
W. Va,, with his parents, Al and Mar-
cella, principals on the Hirst eircuit
. Lester Montgomery replaced
Jack Montgomery as producer at the
Casino, Pittsburgh, with Montgomery
\moving into the Empire, Newark.
|« « . Bob Lang leaves the Club
Charming, Chicago, soon to assume
managerial duties of Al Borde's In-
ternational’ Harvester Company unit,
for which June Darling and Raynor
Lehr are representatives. . . . Ceil
Von Dell is back in a featured spot
on the Hirst circuit after several
vears' illness.

L ] -

N.IARIDH WAKEFIELD and Margo,
2 while playing the Empire, New-
ark, were tendered a banquet by
Gibbie McClosky at his Isle of Capri,
performers’' rendezvous in North Ar-
llingtnn, N. J., on January 6. Attend-
|ing were Harry Wilson, Candy and
Naney Walsh, Hy Green, Jane Vitale
Gerken and the chorus. Star attrac-
tion was Michael, six-year-old son
of Marion Wakefield, in impersona-
tions of stage and radio stars. . . .
| Connie (Nash) Savin, former Hudson,
 Union City, front liner, is mourning
\the death of her husband, Irving,
bartender at the RHed Robbin, local
nitery. He died on his way to the
doctor New Year's Eve. . . . Mickey
Owen's new bookings include Bunny
Russell Beverly Landes, Soude and
Frank Clark’s ork, for the Ali Baba,
New York: Gloria Glad, Ida May and
Eleanor Marie, Gavety, Norfolk, Janu-
ary 16, and Saint Satan and Wiggles
to reinforce Carol Toy Low, Alfrieda,
Ginger Bruce, Denise Mavity, Char-
lotte Lapo, Irving Selig and Johnny
Landon at the 19th Hole, only bistro
in Manhatlan to employ as many as
nine sirips.

Tax Planning . . . No. 5 in
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Lose Dough on Your Car, Farm

Or Circus? May Be Deductible
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city, wife of Time mag's picture edi-
tor, this week lost her one-woman
battle to force cancellation of a one-

She charged they had supported Com-

Schang, manager of Draper and Adler,

of s |

nighter appearance of Paul

and Larry Adler in this city I;ﬁmu:rr
21, under the auspices of the Green-
wich Community Concert Association.

munist front organizations.

Both Draper and Alder appeared
at a hastily called conference with a
committee from the local sponsors,
Accompanied by their attorneys, they
convinced the local eommittes that
the charges were unfounded. Plans

have been made with Frederick C.

to go ahead with the appearance.
Mrs, McCullough is going to carry
an a boycott despite her defeat. She
claims that she has the backing of
Orinoco Council, No. 39, Knights of |
Columbus, but she got no active sup-
port from the Kiwanis Club and the |
Putnam Hill Chapter, Daughters of |
the American Revolution,

Ban J. Crow. Truman Asked |

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—An end
to Jim Crow practices in Washing-
ton theaters, night clubs, restauran
and other public places was urged by
Ne