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Same Broadway Play Nightly
Set for N.Y.Video Audience

Applicants in
Rush for TV
Frequencies

Scramble Spurred

By Belief “Thaw”

Of Freeze Nears
WASHINGTON, March 15 —

| NEW MUSIC-RECORD FEATURE

Chart of Disking Activity
Is Unique Pubber Service

By JOE CSIDA

NEW YORK, March 15—
Beginning with this issue The
Billboard inaugurates a new reg-
ular weekly secvice fealure for
the music-record industries.
called “Music Publishers’ Record
Scoreboard.” The feature is dc-
signed to supply carefully com-
'piled facts concerning the single
sphere of activity most vllal to

Stirrings of the nrlhcipaled wide- |
open post-freeze sc ble for

frequencies are quietly but signif-
icantly under way already at the
Federal Communications Com-
mission, where the rate of appli-

cationa for new stations has more |

than doubled during the last two
months to approach the 520 mark
The FCC continued to mect
daity sessions this week but ¢

not an inch closer to the lmxe-
Lft. becausc of prolonged dis-
enurging and reviewin nf lssues
which were sup!

beep disposed of in preuous
wcegw. Despite this bogging

music oper-
ations today—record nmhily
For the past several years it
has become increasingly clear
that the sole medjum for creating
8 hit tunc is a phonograph record.
Llrge medium and small pub-

| Lishers have, for some time, con-

[

centrated a major portion of their
time, money and manpower on
securing and exploiting disks of
their tunes.

With all due recognition ta thel NEW YORK. March 15.—The

income derived from perform-
ances thru the American Society
of Composcrs, Authors and Pub-
lishers, Broadeast Musle, Ine.
and minor licensing agencies it is
an ascknowledged trade fact that
with thc exception of standard
works (controlled for !he most

Move Seen Unique
In Programing

WOR-TY Will Revive
General Tire Sponsor

closest counterpart to legit thea-
ter staging yet scen on television
| will be unveiled here by WOR-
TV early next month. Deal in-
volves live 90-minute dramatiza-
tions of old Broadway hils. with
the same play presented mghlly
thru the weck. The station’s new

part by a handful of
tirms) a publisher’s business
builds or declines in direct ratio
to his ability or inability to|

secure recordings.
Exploh-!ion of tunes, via llve)
i LN d 13

owner, G 1 Tire, is bankroll-
ling the serics, which starts about
Aprll 14 from 7:3¢ to 9 p.m.
*“Three Men on 8 Horse” will be
| the first show.

Top Stage Shows;
Seeking Another

costs. and is also peddling inter
mission spols. e prime sales
argument to agencies Is expected
to be that repealed performances
will give sponsors a chance to
capture five diffcrent audience
groups with one production and
cash in on reviews and word-of-
mouth advertising heretofore val-
ueless in TV and radio. WOR-TV
research department undoubtedly
will back up these claims with ex-
tensive research in the field.

The series is bucking TV's

| The station is scouting around
for another sponsor to share time

AGVA Seeks One Big

(Continued on_page 8)

E. Barrymore for

NEW YORK, March 15. — An
all-out attempt [or a five-unlon
merger was started last week
when the American Guild of
Variety Artists made an official
demand on the Assoclated Actors

Monog'm TV Pix

HOLLYWOOD, Mareh 15.
Monogram Pictures will launch its
TV film invasion with & Class A
name, this week inking Ethel Bar.
rymore for a 3J0-minute TV pic
series. “Ethel Barrymore Theater”
will be produced by Lee Savin,
with Miss Barrymore serving in
the triple capacity of advisor, ac-
tress and commentator.

Series is being produced by
Monogram's TV film subsidiary, In-
terstate Television Corporation,
headed by Ralph Branton. Ac-
quisitinn of Miss Barrymore was
negotlated and concluded between
Branton and the William Morris
ageacy.

and Artists of America to call a

Union;

[davs. “"Mama’
|Smith, Wednesdays:

Colorado Bars Insurance Plan

Cornell University and University ] if it fails to get approval of a
of Southern California, which is} five.union merger, then a merger
expected before maldale.Charge: of four, or three. unions should
have been made by Equity and|be effected. It also has asked
AGVA that thec American Federa-| that similar meetings be held in
tion of Radio Artists (AFRA) and|the Midwest and West Coasl to

Television Authority are already

general membership meeting of attempting to scuttle a five-card

— all performers to discuss the mat-

ter of one big unson.

The talk of a formation of such
a single org 1sn't new, It has
come up timec and again in past
years. The rise of television and
its donyinamt position in the field
has glven added impetus 1o
merger talk

AGVA executive board at
meeti
resolution calling on the Four A's
to arrange a mecting not late

fts |

merger in favor of an AFRA-TVA
merger.  Latter would be cailed
AFTR.

A,
AGVA has charged George
Heller. head of TVA and head
9! AFRA (on leave) with bad

discuss and plan for full mcrgers.
The unions eligible for -meh n‘

merger would be Actors Eq

Chorus Equity. American Gmld

of Musical Artists. AGVA, Screen

Actors Guild, Screen Extras

Guild and various splinter unions.
A pamphlet has been {ssued by |

strongest competition in its 7:30-
9 -?_m time slot. including Milton

rle an ran| tnatra on Tues-
and Ezio Pinca,
Arthur Godfrey, Kate
Groucho
| Marx, "Amos 'n’ Andy,” Thurs-
days: and Dinah Shore, Perry
Como across the board

‘Thinking here may be that “re-
peats™ give sponsor five different

(Coullmud on_page 5}

NBC May Sign
I. Bankhead

NEW YORK. March 15. — It
Tallulah Bankhead comes down
considerably on her asking price,
which she and the National
Broadcasting Company are keep-

Fridays;

faith. claiming that this attempt|an AFRA commuttec composcd of |ing = dark secret, the lady will

of a two-card merger was made

|to freeze out other unions. They

¢lted numerous examples of rail- |

Thursday (13) framecd a|roading and claimed that mem-

bers who were in faver of us wide

than April 21 with just one order | liberately being kept in the dark

of business—merger. Reason for
the date is the merger blueprint
now being prepat by reps of

Eve Jazz Concerts Set

At 2 Loew Pi

'other theaters in the Loew chain

NEW YORK, March 15. —
Loew’s, Inc. is planning an ex-
periment in two of its metropol-
ttan area houses, which, if sucess-
ful, may well spread to some 40

YOU'LL WRITE IN
GLOWING TERMS

with tar smazing Mawiiume maric piaw
ing crayom, H's sdvertived as & matural ||
for lop waiea and profits I this week’s
classified columns of The Billbosrd
And yow'll writs 15 glowing terms of the
trwmendous buving snd eelling oppor-
tusition in The Billboard’y werkly ~lapet
fied rolumns. Cheok the Maw Marhet
Pisce sections In the Music. Ouldoor And
Con Machine departments, PLUS our
reguisc Clamified 3da, for seasatices]
otterw

WHAT DO YOU WANT

TO BUY OR SELL?

Ser pages 49, 50, §1, 88

_ | houses will be closed

ic Houses

and possibly to other theater
operations.

On March 24 at Loew's King In
Brooklyn, and on March 25 at
Loew's Valeneia in Jamaica the
at é p.m, to
reopen about 7 with a live jazz
concert. Jazz group for
showings will be fronted by Jerry
Jerome. musical director on the
WPIX Ted Steele show, and will
include Teddy Wilson, Eddie
Safranski, Don Lamond, Billy
Butterfield. Hot Lips Page, Red

en,, Buddy Franco. Charlie
Parker, Bill Harris, Dick Carey,
Louis Prima (as an entertainer,
nol musician) and others.

Promotion for the concerts will
be pegged on a Jazz Revival
theme. All seats will be pri
at $1.25. Idea was sparked y the
success of various jare concerts
playing aremas and auditoriums
in the past year.

both |

on the proceedings.
AGVA also has demanded (hal.

COLO. OUTLAWS |
AGVA COVERAGE |

DENVER, March 15.—Amer-
fean Gulid of Variety Artists’

insurance plan iz llega!l In
Colorade, it was determined
last waeek. State’s Attorney

General Duke W. Dunbar or-
dered AGVA to stop solleiting,
selllng or collecting premlums
for such a plan, effective
March 17. The ruling was
based on a decision made by
State Insurance Commissionet
Luke J. Cavanaugh. He ruled
that any insurance plan which
does not furnish policyholders
with certificates showing bene-
Ms was against Colorado law.
AGVA was also called upon
to notify oll its reps in Colo-
rado of the ruling with copy
of such notice to be sent to
the attorney general’s office to
show tompliance. AGVA offi-
cials in New York are now
huddling with the insuranee
company officials on language
and a plan to issue certificates
to all policy holders. An early
decigion is anticipated.

ITVA convention delegates urg
the AFTRA merger be approved |
by July 21—and lif not “where
will you be. . . on a limb or in
limbo." The pamphlet further de-

r| 4 merger as poasxble were de- rlares that only thru an AFTRA

rnn n five-branch merger be of-|

GVA denounced the plan as
(Continucd on page

| work television on a regular show
starting next season. While the
web and the actress are still far
apart, parlies on both sides feel
that a deal will be consummated.
No real plane for format have
been set as yet, tho It s possible
la Bankhead's video stanza may
run along the gencral lines of her
"Big Show

Crisis at ABC Brings

NEW YORK, March 15.—With
the American Broadcasting Com-

ny In hock to the tune of over

10,000,000, (see box on page 4),
tradesters this week were
speculating as to just how severe
a crisis the web must weather un-
til it gets relief. via the proposed
merger with United Paramount
Theaters. Reports this week had
various economies belng insti-
tuted, resulting from this di(lmull
economi¢ position and aggravated
by numecrous recent TV cancel-
lations. These involve new per-
sonnel axings, cutdown on serv- |
ices. search for immediate cash
and the clumination of one of the
web’s costliest video flops.

Latter was the Don Ameche-
Frances Langford hour-long day-
time strip, which has nired in the
noon-1 pm. slot for some six
months and set back the web ap-
proximately $600,000. The show,
which tost about 340 000 per week

Additional Economles

to produce, currently has had six
of the 20 quarter-hour segments
sold commercially, three each to
Lever Brothers and Warner-Hud-
nut, and was operating at a loss
of about $20000 weekly.
Starting Monday (17), Paul
(Conttnucd on page 4)
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Billboard Backstage

High up on the list of gents
most taken for granted around a
publishing business is the elreula.
tion manager. The peoplc on the
editorial side (including me) are
quite convinced that thousands of

readers stand poised, ready w.c?

race to the ncarest newsstand to
ret a load of the latest epic prose
they (the writers) pour forth. The
ad guys, generally. are equally
certain that the fascinating mes-
sages of their customers are ail
lhat is required to get a paper
around and perused

It is only when something like
a railroad strike occurs that we
seribblers and the space salesmen
really appreciate the guy who
runs the circulation department.
The Billboard’s own circulation
manager. Bernie Bruns, ranks
with the best in the business
fplays a mean game of handball,
too). When the strike hit St
Louis, where this paper is printed,
Bernie flew down from Cincy and
went into action

1 thought you might be' inter-
ested in a report from him on
what was involved in getting last
week's Billboard to you some-
where near the regular weekly
time, so 1 asked Bemnle to write
one. Here it fs:

“What appeared to be a pre-

JOE CSIDA

{arranged emergem{nplan seemed | Lines as weil as missing transfers
/to have been put into operation [to that line. For instance, Bill-
| by railroads and post office which | board shipments for Indianapolis,
nullitied much of the ‘casualty |Columbus. Pitts Philadel-
loss” expected on account of de- [phia and New York left St. Louis
layed delivery—at least so far as|on Pennsylvania Jeffersonian as
Billboard shipments was con- |usual Train arrived in New York,
T however, without gar carryin,
"St. Louis was probably picked | Billboards for New York. Instea
|ogain as the ‘guinea pig’ for the |of 10 a.m. Tuesday morning ar-
test railroad strike because of its [rival Billboards did nol arrive in
|strategic Importance geographie- [New York until § p.m. Marco and
| ally as well as for the tactical im- {McCann special :ellvery service
rtance of its terminal facilities. | met train and delivery was made
/No tramns go through St. Louis. to newsstands immediately.
Most trains are backed in the St.| “The postal service accepted
Louis station by terminal railrosd | shipments as usual at their plant
crcws, When terminal railroad | which is across the street from the
strikes all railroads entering St. Umon Station and directly con-

Offer Plan fo
Cut Gov't Tax
On Amusements

WASHINGTON, March 15.—A
House Ways and Means Sub-
C m wl;jch 1 hed hear-
ings this week on a proposal ta
get Uncle Sam out of the amuse-
ment tax field received a pre-
liminary staff report suggesting
a “tax credit” system as 8 pos-
sible remedy under which the
Federal Government would give
credit for taxes paid to states and
localities

This poimt was included in a
lengthy report, prepared by the

| Louls are alfected.

| “Railway express embargoed
all rail shi;ments. Billboard rall- |
way express shipments had to be
rerouted via U, S mail, baggage
and truck lnes. Billboard was|
preparcd to use air freight if nee-

A kpt

|nected with it Trucks were used
1o deliver the mail to waltin
trains around the perimeter of
St. Louis.

“Very little delay in the dis-
patch of The Billboard occurred
because there was no backlog of
th ds of sacks of mail that

House Ways and Means Commit-
tee’s professional staff, on the
background of all types of taxes.
The sub - committee’s hcarings
seek to determine whether and
how the Federal Government can
withdraw m imposing excises

lessary. ge sh were |
;lo.r.led in baggage cars made up
in traing In outlying terminals:
Roselake Terminal for Pennsyl- |
[vania in East $t. Louis, relay ‘sta-
tlon for L & N Railroad, etc.

| "“Many train schedules were
cancelled. Altho important traing
| left on time, some delays occurred
len route due to assimilating pas.
sengers, mail and express traffic
from struck New York Central

which are duplicated or overlap.
ped by State taxes.

The staff report reviewcd a
trend among municipalities in
imposing admussions taxes und
stressed thal sdmissiona also are
laxed by 26 States, as well as by
Uncle m, with the total bite
in some instances amounting
1o about a third the admisslons

might have existed had the strike
becn prolonged. The once proud
and famous ‘Railway Mail Serv-
ice’ evidently has secn the writing
on the wall and is depending
more and more on trucks for
transporting mafl. The name is
now 'Postal Transportation Serv
ice.’ Trucks are used instead of

railroads 1o make overnight price. On cabaret taxes. the stalf
houls.” said, overlaligmg was not serious,
since only Kentucky and Mary-

Washington Once-Over

{land use this source. The slaff
said no particular issue is raised
by overlapping in amusement
machine taxes since the federal
tax is "modcrate.”

Discussing possible remedies

WASHINGTON, March 15, —{way: anvthing that’s frozen muat broadeast application. Thomas

Assigned to Capitol Hill by the
State Department's  Voice of
Amecrica this week was a fuzzy-
cheeked reporter who looked a
lot younger than his years and
thereby had several Congressmen
muttering to themsclves. Not
only did he look like a contem.
porary of the page boys. he sport-
ed the navy biue suit which is the
standard page uniform in both
chambers. On half a dozen occa-
sions he was told. “Boy, take this
paper to the floor.” His explana-
tion always brought an apology
from the bewildered congressman,

“Everything Thal Gees
Up, Musl, .. “eh...

Some interesting FCC gucsses
on the TV freeze-lift date turned
up this week when a House ap-
propriations subcommittee made
publie what went on behind
closed doors at the subcommit-
tee's hearing on C ion out-

By REN ATLAS.

feventually melt."”
Asks “Why Mot Fees fo
| HC From Indwsing” . . .

| _ The question of authorizing the |
FCC to charge fees for broadcast |
llicensu is getting steadily hotter |
on Capital Hill over protests of
the Commission itsell. In hitherto
secret testimony on the FCC
budget made public this week by
the House appropriations com-
mittee, Chalrman Albert Thomas
{D., Tex.) of the subcommittee on
independent offices, hammered
|at Wayne Coy, then still on FCC,
ito collect fees from radio-TV,
which the congressman termed
"one of the most lucrative indus-
tries” in the nation.

{10 reduce duplications. the staff
N .pkcdua mnqlu:.!gn by the Ameri-
lican Municipal Assorviation urgin
subcommiitiee colleagues say the |complete Fl:deral wilhdr:wa
chaicrman is planning 1o get that [from these fields. The report
question answered s(x_med that unless the Federal

overnment gave up all types of
ABC-UPT Merger amusement taxes—and not Sust
Detision Nearer . . .

the admigsion tax—it “would be
tikely lo Introduce discrumination
Some unexpected telescoping of [among the different tvpes of
testimony this week shaved the |@musements competing for the
timetable of the FCC proceed- [consumer’s amusement dollar.”
ings on the proposed United Para- | Another device would be tax-
mount - American Broadcasting [sharing.  Undcr  this proposal,
Company merger. However, time- |States and localities would drop

tabie is likely to be thrown out |entertalnment taxes in return for |

of kilter when the hearing turns |2 share of the loot whiech the

to question of whether the merger | Government collects. This would

would be in conformity with |take a lot of record-keeping: the

FCC’s rule imiting TV stations (o | staff noted.

five under a common owner. | Less !Ihnn lukewarn on the two
Tl it Seekyon (thellabiior proposals, the committee staff

the new FCC cammissioner, Rob-
ert T. Bartley, found him absorb-
ing the bulk of former chairman
Coy’s office staff and exercising a
vote in several broadcast actions.
Bartley also cast his first vote on
tative Thomas said. | TV aliocations issued at closed-

“You spend a Iot of your time
and lot of the taxpayers' money
policing the industry, which
redounds to the use and benefit
not only of the public, of course,
but of ‘these commercial firms,”

lays. The Commission estimated
that the freeze would be thawed
February ). That guess went into
the subcommittee record on Feb-
ruary 13. Wayne Coy, testilying
as FCC chairman. said the freezc
would be lifted March 15. That
was his fourth officially wrong
guess on the date in formal Hill
appearances in three and a half
years. FCC-crs emerging late yes-
terday {14) {rom their latest week
of daily confabs on the new TV
allocations plan shied away from
further guesses. They've been
gum’ng in long and gruelling
ours on the tazk, but one FCC-er
sald sadly, “Let's lcave it this

“Why shouldn't they an a fee for  door confabs. ... First major step
this policing work that you are in ycars on the long road to get
doing when you study the grant. Uncle Sam out of the amusement
ing of applications. and so forth?” field, or at least to reduce pyra-

Coy said the Commission does- | miding Federal - State - local ex-
n't like the idea and has told the cises, was (aken this week by a
Budget Bureau so. He said it House ways and means subcom-
would be tough ta figure out what mittee which launched hearings
kind of a fee should be set and

that since radio-TV is in the pub- | expected. though, as long as the

on the subject. No action can be

Iwas more enthusiastie about the
idea of tax credit. Under this sys-
tem, the Government would con-
tinue to levy entertainment taxes
but would give credit to operators
for taxes paid to States and local-
ies. “This approach would ef-
fectively remove Federal tax rate
obstacles to State and local de-
velopment of taxes to the extent
|of the credit given,” the staff re-
port said. "The erediting device
would not further impair uni-
formity of taxation but actually
would improve It, since it would
tend to ellminale present mul-
tiple rates. Local reluctance o

~ london
Dispatch

Uy LEICH YANCE

LONDON, March 15. — This
week the British Broadcasting
Corporation killed lelevision's old-
est program, “Picture Page,” the
weekly interview spol which has
run steadily, except for the war,
since 1936, For a long time TV
heads had been wondering how to
get rid of the spot without raising
a cry from the large propoition
of the four-million viewers who
Lked the show's amateur-night
almosphere. They finally agreed
to compromisc by handing it over
to the light enterlainment depart-
ment 1o see what they could do
with it

Top variety producer Michael
Mills iook on the task of turning
the traditionally whimsical
| weekly romp into something like
a program. Right away he ran
into Snug No. 1, the average
Briton's inability to relax into a
microphone, which limited his in-
| terviews 1o showfolk plugging
! their latest efTorts, or let Elm face
charges of being "dull” Original
idea was to turn the spot intoc a
hot news cerner, but for that he
was rapped snxrily over the
knuckles by the bosses, who didn't
like the jazzed up “American™
tone it brought into the program.
Caught between these tharns, the
program pleased neither the
viewer wlho liked sceing every
week how raffia baskets are
woven nor the ones who wanted
a slicker sort of spot, and got
% body blow alter the King's
death when a BBC edict went out
limiting items to the “sober kind.”

Rator "Commercial”
Draws loud Beef ., . .

“Picture Page” started another
row, too. over the BBC total ban
|on commercial advertisling. In
the last weeks before it died, the
spot included an interview with
|an expert on the history of shav-
ing, who slipped in a plug for a
commercial electrie-razor {irm, al.
Itho he had been warned ageinst it,

Imimediately there was an uproar
(gx.mmy sed ¢n page 35}

Paris
Peck

e v ANNF MICHAELS

| (Art Rosett, former writer of
|this column for The Billboard. is
new managing edilor of an Amer-
{ican newspaper in North Africa.
For old times sake. Anne Mich.
aels, current Paris reporter., has
turned her column over to Rosett
for this week.}

|  PARIS, March 15—After my
| being in Casablanca for almost a
year, Paris, despite antiquity and

lic interest, “it is not advisable to
put a fee on them.” Congressman
Thomas apparently was uhcon-
vinced. He demanded 10 know
why the broadcaster instead of
“the general public” shouldn’t be
asked to “pay for defraying” part
of the expense of processing a

adoption rising from fear and ' reputation for being & play city, is

current emergency exists. A sim- |
ilar move was started in the Sen- |
ate just prior to World War II,
and = committce recommended
that the Government get out of
the amusement excise field en-
tirely. The war killed the recom-
mendation.

other factors would be climinated
|and discrimination among com-
peting forms of entertainment
through ditferential rates would
|be minimized,” it was declared

Picture Business

B+ LEE ZHITO

14,108 Tunes
Copyrighted and

HOLLYWOQOD, March 15.—With
Osecar time coming up next week,
there's the usual crystsl-ball gaz-
ing going on 10 guess the winners,
This reporter’s vote goes for Vivien
Leigh as best actress in Warner
Bros.' “Streetcar Named Desire”;
Fredric March In Stanley Kra-
mer's (Columbia releasc) "Death
of a Salesman”; best dlrector, Ella
Kazan, “Strectear,” and best pic-
ture of the year, Paramount’s
“Place in the Sun.”

Heuse Investigalion
Draws Wwood Beef . . .

Holtywood 15 still grumbling
about the tone of the House Un-
American Activitics Committee re-
port on Communist infiltration into
the film industry. General feebs
ing s thal lhe picture business
cleaned its house before the federal
probers started leoking inlo things.
and therefore the Industry should
have the credit rather than blame.

had the sincere, all-out co-opera-
llinn of leaders from all ts of

budgets) to enteriain the picture

Published in 51

|the Industry. In the third place,
|the industry has produced numer-
|ous anti-Red films in helping to
wage the war of ideas against Com-
munism both here and abread. Al
these efforts, it is felt, were ig-
nored if Washington’s lowmakers
blome on entire industry on the
wrongs of a misguided few.

Yegas latchsiring Out
For Yariety Clubs . . .

Las Vegas, Nev, intends to go
all out in hosting the 16tb annual
Variety Clubs international con-|
vention {April 28-May 1). Glming‘
town long has scught to woo na-|
tional conclave and now that il
won, it makes sure delegates will|
long remember thelr Vegas stay |
According to present indications,
approximately 900 delegates will
ailend the convention. Talent buy-
ing 15 always kecenly competitive
in Vegas, bul this time hotels will
] i h 1 ;

Furthermore, the House

es (and their
'

|

l
Gev't Training Films 1
On the Way Back . . .

Tralning films, a major part of
Hollywood's wartlme contribution,
ore on their way back. Gen. Brooke
Allen, head of the U, S. Air Picto-
rial Service, will farm out a series|
of 49 training films to various
studios. Col. Robert Kearney,
serviee's chief of production, is in
from Washington to negotiate con-
tracts with producérs. Gen. Allen
fecls Air Force will save consid-
erably by awarding contracts ta
producers rather than have the|
service branch atiempt preducing
the films.

WASHINGTON, Mareh 15—
Number of tunes copyrighted and
published in the United States
in 1951 totaled 14,108, a deeline
of 86 from the previous year, ac-
cording 10 latest copyright figures.

Published foreign music in-
creascd to 5,927 from 1950's total
of 5,827. Domestic copyrights ac-
counted for the over-all decline.
Domestle published tunes dropped
from 8.367 In 1950 to 8,181 in 1951,

More songs were copyrighted
in the first six months of both

. 1850 and 1851 than in the July
o i o oing e S| 1y Deeerber perion, From Jan.
International hit its peak produe-/uary to June, 7,816 songs were
tion so far In 1952 of six Alms.|published in 1951 and 8.129 wers

Others are “The Texas Man,” “Ma i

nd Pa Kettie at Waikiki,” ~Yankee | Published in 1950. Figures totaled
Euccanee:'." e--:: Gmw:‘m -;::.;-‘-!6292 for the last six months of
and “The Riding Kid,” i1951 and 6,085 for 1950,

like a ghost town.

Club Lido, the largest club in
the Q“K\ and certainly one of the
finest the world, doing less
box office than in years.
|seating portion of this establish-
ment is mostly taken up by great
'rmpty voids, The show. inciden-
taily, is a stinkerco! Producers
|Guérain and Fraday have thrown
together an abortion based on the
much used, abused and misused
theme of the Arabian Nights.

Chez Carrol (seatlng capacily
250), which ordinarily does a ca-
pacity business, I8 now strangely
{reminizcent of a well-regulated
|mausoleum.  Bartenders.  wait-
resses, wallers, hat check girls,
door men, porters and dishwash.
ers spend their timc profitably
discussing French politics, and
when perchance a customer wan-
d.er's’ in, it is indeed a red letter
night.

Dance Team (Creates

Paris Sensation . . .

Sensation of the club is one of
the greatest dance acts this writer
has seen since a certain oact
known as Leda and the Swan was
performed in Jimmy O'Kelly's
Greenwich Village club by a dan-
seuse now forgotten. The eurrent
team was formerly rt of the
Kntherine Dunham dancers and
has since branched out on its own.
We honestly believe it will zoom
to the zenith of notoriety in its
particular field of sensational en-
deaver. The Walch and Ward So-
ciely, the WCTU'ers and other
representatives of their ilk should

(Continued on_page $3)
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GENERAL NEWS

Movie Houses Pressure
Dailies for More Bally

NEW YORK. March 15~~Movie
Theaters are battling via news-
papers to pick up sagging busi-
ness. Drive utllizes both positive
and negative approaches, with
real pressure being put on papers
cansidered to be co-operating in-
adequately with the fitm houses,

strong new business c{forts
being hatched Lninll,v with papers
willing to work with the picture
palaces.

Here in New York, for ex-
ample, the Buchanan, Agency,
thru exec Bill Boley, handling the
New York and Brooklyn Para-
mount, is fighting to persuade the
2.000,000-plus circulation Daily
News that fllm houses don't get
a fair shake in the paper’s editor-
1al columns. The agency has con-
ducted a survey which shows that
from July thru December, 1951,
films only received 6.000 agate
lines of editorial space, while
legit, which spends far less in ad-
vertising. got 55,000 agate lines of

Lanza Set for
European Tour

HOLLYWOOD, March 13
Mario Lanza wlﬂ probably leave
here some time in September for
3ix months in Europe, buik of the
time to be spent in [taly, Lanza's
personal manager, Sam Weilar,
sald that the Victor recording star
will study for four months in Italy
and will do two months with the
La Scala Opera Company In op-
eratie roles.

In addition hc will work in
opera companles playving leading
European eities, such as Vienna
and Stockhalm. European tour ls
being set by Columbia Artists,
New York.

After his return from Europe,
Lanza hopes to do a month or two
of singing with the Metropelitan
Opers Company in New York. His
only previous work with an op-
eratic company was with a sum-
lil‘al!é company in New Orleans in

48.

New Gagster Unit
Lists ‘Consultants’

WASHINGTON, March 15.—An
Invitation to “intcrested comedy-
minded individuals” was sent out
this week by a newly-organizing
District of Columhia chapter of
the National Association of gag-
writers. Listing Milton Berle,
Robert Q. Lewis. Jack Gilford,
Herb Shriner and Gene Klavan as
“comedy consultants,” a notice of
formation of the local group was
fssued bv Walter Weiner, “Wash-
ington director,” inviting mem-
bership from “comedy - minded
writers, comics, humorists, car-
toonists, ctc.”
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1news and feature space for the
same period.

| The ency makes the point
that, as from advertising vs
| edilorial considerations, the paper
|isw’t doing right by its readers,
claiming that the great majority
of the News readership is far
more interested in {ilms and film
personalities than in legit. To
date the agency has gotlen the
cold shoulder to its pleas, despite
the fact that it has cut its ad ap-
propriations in the Ncws and
given more to competitive dailies

In Hartford, Conn.. and Bing-
hampton, . happier film
house - newspaper relationships
extst,

In the Conncticut capital, The
Hartford Times is runnung an ed-
itorial campalgn to determine
whether the burghers would pre-
fer the local movie houses to
move up the time of the last
showing of the feature film from
9:30 pm. to 7:30 p.m. Campaign
is sUrring up good response.

In Binghamion, the Gannctt
newspapers have worked up a
special deal for movie houses on
| advertising. permitting the pic-
ture palaces to buy space on con-
tract terms at the local rate
rather than the higher entertain-
ment rate. It is expected that
|if the Binghamton experiment
works out sucessfully for the pub-
|lisher he will lower the rate for
|movie houses on his string of
|papers thruout New York State.

ROOM FOR TWO

TV Theaters
A Relief From
Noise af Hom

WASHINGTON. March 15—
Leonard H Goldenson, president
of United Paramount Thealers,
Inc.. testifying at the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion's hearing on the proposed
merger of UPT with the American
Broadcasting  Company, backed
up his opinion about the compati.
bility of theaters and home TV
with some anccdotes. Declarin
that “folks like to stay home, an
they like ta get out too,” he sald
small-screen home TV sets, sur-
rounded by the distractions of
“children, canasta and conversa-
tion.” can't present festure-length
films in the manner of theaters
where, distractions at home, he
said "break the discipline so nec
cssary tn dramatic presentation”

He told a story of how a group
of 50 officials witnessed a private
screening of “Going My Way."
“Practically everybody was en.
xaged 1n conversation during the
|screening,” he said, "and after.
|wards everybody said the film
was a flop. It proved to be one of
|the biggest successes of the
|period.”  Goldenson said
|Cecille B. DeMille has an estab-
lished rule of permitting no con-
|versation or other distractions
during screenings

Dagwood Unit
To McConkey

CHICAGO, March 15.—MeCon-
key Artists Corporation this week
signed the Blondie and Dagwood
package and will pitech for holel
bookings. Cast ineludes Pat and
Arthur Lakce in the title roles, two
moppcts and five dogs.

Addition o! the comic strip char-
acters. which have also been fea-
tured In motion pictures and on
radio, is a further step in the MAC
|program to lUme up film names
for personal appearances. Preston

Caonkey pact, is already appearing

supporting acts.
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'NIGHT CLUB

Plain Ole Patti Page Stand-Out
Hit ot Miami’s Plush Clover Club

Pati! Page is a standout attrac- |
tion in the new bill at the Clover|
Club, Miami, holding patrons
with a socko dramatic song-talk |
rendition of "Standing Room

v." While that number was
the highlight of her stint and got
ther . huge hand, she also scored
with tuncs that ranged from the
(inevitable "Tennessee Waltz" to
{her latest recording. “Come What
Mav.” In a night club area
where fem warblers try to outdo

By HERDB RAU

each other Im fancy frills, annoy-
ing histrionics and low-cut gowns,
this gal is a refreshing innova-
tion. Dressed plainly. sans jewelry
and loud make-up. she just stands
at the mike and sings. And she
has the voice to carrv it off
Murray New

Also new to the current stanza
is Jan Murray, who got a big
ovation for his initial cafe stint
here in two years, and a hefty
mitt for his rib-tickling stories.

Murray came back with a flock
of fresh material, along with
mild doses of both antiquated and
overworked gags. . It all went
well, tho, and it's apparent the
ruy haz acquired conslderable
polish during the past two years.
Even the yarns of two years ago
sounded better, and at the finish
he had ‘em screaming for more.
The opening act is Lewis and
Van, a well-synchronized pair of
tap-terpers.

LEGITIMATE

Enters Shows Rare Versatility Via
Subtle Comedy and Superb Satire

In a season of fine solo perform-
crs it is only fitting that the Amer-
ican National Theater and Acad.
emy presents Angna Enters. first
lady of dance pantomime. Over
many years Miss Enters has built
a solid following of lovers of the

|subtle comedythose whe find
humor In a quick glance or flick
of a finger. She is a lrue come.
dienne, basing her comedy on
reality, wilh exaggeration only,
that which is necessary to carry
|over the footlights. But her pro-
gram is not all humorous. The
same easy movements she utilizes |
in provoking laughter, can evoke
reverence, as in her beautiful
Gothic “Queen of Hcaven” or
pathos, as in “Vienna Provincial.”

For Muss Enters' bill Saturday
night (8), she included three new
sketches—a ustian sequence,
“In a Garden”; a satire on mod-

By DENNIS McDONALD

ern, antiseptic art. “Dilly Dally,”
and a Commcdia dell’ Arte, “Fig-
ures in the Moonlight * The Com-
media and Proust sketches are
superior additions to her reper-
toire, and “Dilly Dally" is a wel-

d

into famous paluters of the past
such as Toulouse-Lautree, Ma-
tisse, ete,

To watch Angna Enters poses
a question. Is she a decadent 16lh
Century boy Cardinal, a wacky
ball . a lackadaisical Lau-

come g¢ in an abu of
period skeiches circa 1900. The
solid from her audi

Saturday night (8) suggests that
perhaps less of the turn-of-cen-
fury material and more of mod-
ern satire would be a wiser pro-
gram. And achieve a better

balance.
True Artist

But if a fault is found in the
composition of her program, cer-
tainly none can be found by this
reporter in her exccution. She is
a true artist on all counts, dance
mime, painting, costuming and
writing. All of these she brin
to her programs, breathing life

trec tango dancer, an indolent
Matisse harem gir! or a corseted
lady cheating at solitaire, who
might have stepped from a Sar-
gent canvas? EverLdmm'emcnt.
expression s absor! inte her
mood in meticulous detail. and
all ereate a real figure. She is
|what she seems to be for the
moment,

Fanciers of brassy hokum will
likely never flock to see Miss
Enters, but, given half a chance,
she could draw raucous guffaws
even from them Her high comedy
is rarified: her satire, superdb. In
ifact, the lady’s good.

TELEVISION

Jacqueline
Burns and

Putting Jack Benny onto a fem|

impersonation routine turned out
to be a very funny gag and added
up to one of his best TV half

hours. The bewigaged Benny Ina
evenlnﬁ gown was something to
make the late Julian Eltinge green
with envy, and the Benny feet

f 1. Miller shoes.

The seg's comedy format was
simple and effective, starting with
a rehearsal sequence for which
guests Burns and Allen had not
arrived. George eventually turned
up, but Gracie remained conspi-
| cuous by her absence, so Jack de-
cided 1o sub for her. Rochester
naturally got into the act as facto-
|tum an dresser.

0

Benny’s Fem Stint With
Allen One of His Best

By BOB FRANCIS

Followed cxcellent clowning via
a leam-up of Benny and Burns,
with the former giving a really
terrific fem impersonation, gazging
it up just enough to take the edge
off any effeminate kick-back. The
pay-off, of course, was the belated
arrival of Gracie under the im.

that could easily model the larger sixeslpression that her George had gol

himsclf a new woman. It all made
for good laughs, with everybody
concerned seeming to have as
much fun as the viewers. The
Sportsmen Quartet contributed a
sample or two of their fine har.
monizing to give the rest of the
cast a breather,

The three Lucky Strike eig-
arette commercials, opening with
the usual Dorothy Collins intro,

;were effectively rmparcd and pro-
jected. Over-all the seg can be
accounted one of Benny's best.

The Jack Benny Show

TELEVISION—Reviewed Sun.
day (8}, 7:30-8 p.m. EST. Spon-
sored Amorican Tobacco Com-
|pany, thru Batien. Barfton. Dur-
stine & Osborn, via Columbia
Broadcasting System TV. Pro-
ducers, Ralph Levy and Hilliard
Marks, Director, Ralph Levy.
Music, Mahlon Merrick. An.
nouncer, Don Wilson. Cast: Jack
Benny, Don Wilsan. Rochester.
George Burns, Gracie Allen and
| Sporismen Quartel.

|

INIGHT CLUB

Diviaion | Foster, who recenily lnked a Me-|

By BILL SMITN

. Evelyn Knight Tops Slick Persian
Room Show; Hoctor-Byrd Team Hit

For shcer cntertalnment the!ballads shawed a delicacy in han-jtured the imagination almost im-

{Byrd packs a real wallop. All it|
has to do now is prove itself at|
the door. Evelyn Knight has be-|

Besides being a pleasant looking
and ple.
she's n

“St. Louis Biues’ wus delivered
with such vibrancy it sent chills
up and down backs. On many of
choral backin,

from the Dick

asant sounding canary,|La Salle band. All in all Miss|taneous. A cong;
ow a consummate enter-, Knight did a magnificent job; the | beat followed while gal went off

Advertiing Director | In 0 package which also includes current show of Evelyn Knight|dling lines that drew hushes: her|mediately. The fact that the young
sing Mgr.. New York | Henry Busse and his orchestra and and dance team of Hoclor and| voicing of the old pop classic

couple Jooked cxceedingly hand.
some and vibrant was another
plus. Hoctor urencd the acl as a
single song-talk seguing into a

|

come a very versatile performer.| Miss Knight's novelties she had|tap foined in by his wife, Miss

Byrd. The effect was - instan-

a tap to m drum

|tainer as well Her handling of) more so because she followed a for a quick costume change. Their
dance team, Hoctor and Byrd,|next was a delicately amusing but

novelty tunes such as “Man at the
| Ringside Table” and “I_ Wish
|Could Understand Texas' pulled
yocks time and again. Much of
the cumulative effect was due to
her deft handling of customers in
ad [ib fashion. Her reading oll

1! who were 50 sensational

they
threatened to stop the show.
Hoctor and Byrd, in London
for the past year or so, camc in
with a series of contrived
choregraphical patterns that cap-

{Continued on page 13}

Persian Room, Hote! Plaza,
New York. reviewed Thurs-
day, March 13,
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FCC

To Determine If

Studies TV Holdings of
United Paramount Directors

ABC Merger Plan

Will Meet ‘Common Ownership’ Rute

WASHINGTON, March 15 —
The Federal Communications
Commission is quletly undertak-
ing & full-dress study of the
holdings of United Paramount

Theaters, Inc.'s directors in seek- (made so rapidly that home re-|

Ing to determine whether the pro-
osed UPT American Broadcast-
ing Company merger woald con
form to the Commission’s "com-
mon ownership” rules. It was
learned thal several FCC opera-
tives have tn recent New York
visits concentrated on assembling
first-hand material on the direc-
torship pattern. and the current
meréer proceedings before Hear-
ing Examiner Leo Resnick are ex-
pected to reach a dramatic climax
when the questioning takes that
turn.

Any doubt about the impor-
tance which FCC legalists are at-
taching tn the relationship of the
directorship pattern to l)?c com.
mon ownership rulc issue was
erased yesterday (14) when Fred.
erick Ford, chief of FCC's Broad-
cast Hearing Bureau, in effect,
served notice that he will wani
the views of UPT witncsses on
this at some future date. Ford
made the point when Leonard H.
Goldenson. UPT president, was
on the stand. Ford touched briefly
on the dh))osn'mn of Paramount
Plctures, Inc. stock under
court-dictated reorganization cor-
poration, and he sa:d that FCC
will want to measure the holdings
by applying the FCC's common
ownership rule Hmiting the num-
ber of TV stations under common
ownership to five.

Goldenson, a tireless and cool-
beaded witness. highlighted testi-
mony this week by going on rec-
ord with his view that theater-TV
and home TV arc “perfectly com-
patible” interests, and that both
can flourish in e expandi

electronics age. At the same time,
he questioned whether subscrip-
tion TV will be able to eompcte
|with "frec” home TV, declaring
Ithat advancements are being

celvers are likely to be able to
“unravel” the scrambled impulses
of subscription TV. This, of
course, would make it possible for
folks to see the subscription pro-
xrams free and would uproat sube
scription service, he said.
Goldenson declared that thea-
ters are destined to survive be-
cause (1) folks like to get out once
a while; (2) the home TV
screen is small amd technically

NBC Coast TV
Center Nears
Construction

Construction work will start i
mediately on the National Broad-

T casting Company's multi-million

dollar Burbank TV eenter, with
NBC Coast Veepee John Wesl
shooting for a Scptember deadline
on completion of al least one
studio. Structural planfing and
engineering has been going on
| continually since NBC bought the
38-acre tract adjacent to Wammer
| Bros. and Walt Disney lots. How-
|ever, construction was held up
unti] the National Production Au-
thority granted approval this

cen-

CBS May Shift
Gleason Into
9-10 Sat. Slot

NEW YORK, March 15.—The
Columbia Broadcasting System is
considering slotting Jaekie Glea-
son Saturday 9-t0 p.m. next sea-
son. CBS-TV Saturday Lne-up
lMor 1952-‘:_3 Is expr:clé‘;i to be Kex;

urray 83 p.m eason, an
“Songs for Sa}:_" 10-11 p.m.

With Gleason opposite "Your
Show of Shows.” CBS-TV think-
ing 15 that It will attract a dif-
ferent type of viewer and cut in
Caesar, Coca and company. The
revamped CBS-TV slotting would
mean the end of Faye Emerson on
Saturday night But even assum-
ing her renewa! by Pepsi-Cols
next season, Miss Emerson has not
had the rating sirength to com-
pete with “Your Show of Shows”
and was set to be shifted.

WCCC AIDS POOR
OL’ TAX BUREAU

HARTFORD, Conn., March
15.—Station WCCC here re-
ceived 8 request for free time
1ast Monday (10} from that
needy  outfit, the Internal
Revenue Bureau. In a letter
signed by the acting Internal
Revenue agent, the station
was asked to advertise a job
opening in the Bureau 3
deputy tax collector, grade
seven, $4.205 a year.

The Ictter concluded, “We
do not have funds for paying
for this advertisement., Re-
quest is made that you an-
nounce it as a public service.”
WCCC did just that. Spot
eopy quoted the fundless-plea
letter in detail, winding up
hopefully with, “If you want
to be a deputy tax collector,
see your nearest civil service
oftice. And for making this
announcement maybe  we
won't have to pay so much
income tax.”

| week.
| First unit of the NBC-TV

ter will include two studios, 140
by 90 fect cach, with a 500-person
seating eapacity per studio. Work-
|ete.
to service the studios also will be

completed.
| Netisanticipating heavier Holl,

|is seeking 1o case its present tight
P

space situation with the additian
of the Burbank studios. Net's
Coast originations have been
squeezed into the
| Theater and its converted

dio
Sludio D.

HOLLYWOOD, March 15.—

| can’t equal the large screen's fea- |
| ture film image; (3) there are too
many distractions in the home,
breaking the “discipline” so nec-
|essary for dramatic presentation.

In contrast to testimony lasl[
week by veepec David B. Waller-
stein of Balaban-Ka Inc,, that
B-K was cancelling orders of the-
ater-TV equipment because of
losscs incurred in theater tele:
casts (The Blllboard, March 15),
Robert H. O'Brien, UPT veepec
and secretary, testified that UPT's
losses in theater-TV did not mean
that UPT was discouraged with
the medium. He said he regarded
the showings as “experimenial”
and meant nothing conclosive as
to success or failure. UPT's thea-
ter - TV equipment investment

HERE'S BREAKDOWN ON ABC’S
OUTSTANDING INDEBTEDNESS

NEW YORK. March 15—
Follawing is a break-down ot
outstanding obligations in-
curred by the American
Broadcasting Company as of
December 31, 1951 (see ac-
companying story). The total
on the principal of notes and
mortgages comes to $10,875-
748, according to web toppers.
However, one of the mort-

u&m listed below, that for
§2 030 at 3 per cent, was
discharged when the St
Nicholas Arena property was
sold some weeks ago to Wil-
liam Zeckendorf, real estate
magul, who assumed the
mortuage.

Note for credit of $3,800,-
000 at 3 per cent from
Bankers Trust Company. Of
this, $1,500,000 was borrowed
last December and $500,000
in the past couple of weeks.
Payable by June 1. 1953, or
within 90 days after ABC

merger  with United Para-
mount Theaters is approved.

Note for $2,500,000 al 3 per
cent from New York Trust
Company. set about one year
ago. Payable in annual in-
stallments of $500.000 begin-
ning November, 1952, except
for 1955, when final payment
of $1.000.800 is due.

Note for $4.662.325 at 4 per
cent from a leading insurance
company, believed to be Pru-
dential.

Secured note for $5684 961 at
4 per cent on Los Angeles
property (tantamount to 2
mortgage)

Mortgage for $245,000 at 5
per cent

Mortgage for $40,465 at 4
per cent

Mortgage for $225.030 at 3
per cent, discharged February
1 when the property (St.
Nicholas Arena) was sold.

amounts to $235,217, he said, and | . e .
e oeions v 5 Crisis at ABC Brings

| Marton Galene, counsel for
Allen B. Du Mont Laboratories,
Inc., ¢ross - questioning Golden-
son, ‘asked the UPT prexy it he
deemed his views voiced at the |
hearing consistent with a state-|
ment attributed to Goldenson in |

. i

Dixon

‘Additional Economies

hifts out of his 11:30- aid to its prospective partner-to-

UPT's annual report of December | noon strip into at least the 12:30-1 be. Such a move is specifically

30, 1950. In thal statement. Gol-
|denson described
ing with us for the public's le

time and possibly

the entire | forbidden by law, and with
as ‘‘eompet- |poon-l p.m. period. Web was try- | cwrrent hearings under way be-
1sure | ing to get the noon.1 pm. cable  fore the Federal Communications

the

time and entertainment,’ and  cleared out of Cincinnati, wherc  Commission on the proposed mer-

added that the impact of TV was

Dixon originates.

Dixon's old ger, neither UPT nor ABC dare

| strongest “during the novelty and | time won’t be programed by ABC. | nor desire to do anything but
The web is reported to be ask- | walk the straight and narrow.

the installment paying periods.” |
Goldenson said he thought his |
views have becn consistent. |

iOWens-Corning
Buys CBS Doc

l

|

|other

ing packagers and agencies
ducing their own shows on

o=

An indication, however, of just

BC | how much urgency is placed on

for payment on production and|the UPT merger may be seen

costs
each stanza,

immediately
it possible.

after [from the terms of the most re:
Altho | cent 1oan,

negotiated by ABC

such payment was not repre- |from the Bankers Trust Company
sented as.mandamry, at least one | jate last year. This established a
packager is known to have recom- | eredit of $3,300,000 for the nect-
mended to his sponsor that the|work payable either by June 1,

show move elsewhere.
Other reported moves this
week had the network virtually

Corning Fiberglas this weck pur-|and banning all personnel other|
| she (carpenter, paint, wardrobe, | chased “You Are There,” the old|than top cxccutives and salesmen |

ing on the Columbia Broadcasting

System'’s TV network. The show,|

!

yel undesignated. Bill Spier will
produce.

Owens-Corning, however, will
cancel its one scgment of the Gar-

El Caglan ry Moore daytime show on CBS-| uation is that even if it so desired,

TV, Tuesdays, 1:43-2 p.m, Fuller,
1Smilth & Rass is the agency.

and rehearsal halls needed | radio documentary, for program-|from sending wires, except with

top level permission. Eight asso-
clate directors in New York were

roads on the program department
here following recent layotfs of
TV technielans.

One pecullar aspect of the sit-

United Paramount Theaters could
not proffer any financial or other

NEWS CAPSULES—COAST TO COAST

WASHINGTON, March 15 —
Protests from televiewers this
week forced WTOP-TV, to recon-
sider s dropping of “Songs for
Sale™ from the program line-up.
The stanza is expected to be rein-
stated shortly. This is a repetition
of what occurred when WCAU.
TV, Philadelphia, dropped the
show and viewer reaction pushed
| it baek on.

(BS Optimistic Re ‘Draw,”

“Big Store’” Polentiaks . . .

BNE;W YORKS-—.The Columbia
roadcasting System’s program
department is optimistic about

1
lStorc” and “Draw Your Own
Conclusions.” The former show,
which features Lew Parker, was
destined to become a daytime
strip. but the kinc was so impres-
sive that if is now to be slotted in
a nighttime half hour, “Draw
Your Own Conclusions,” a show
featuring Peter Donald and top
cartoonists, has been excellently
d by the agencies and is
expecicd to be sold as & summer
replacement

Sponsors to Camy Spols
On Tobateo Tax .. .

NEW YORK—Most of the to-
zion programs will begin carrying

spot announcements next week to
let smokers know the magnitude

bacco sponsored radio and televi- |

iof tax dollars they're paying on
cigarcttes, cigars and smoking to-
|bacm. The Natiomal Tobacco Tax
Research Courncil, made up pre-|
dominantly of tobacco growers, is |
conducting the campaign. They |
expect that a total of 80 showsl
will give them time cach week
oyer a six-week period. |

WOLTY Shews Operating
Prolit of 1026 . . .
CEDAR RAPIDS, Ia—WOI-TV, |
owned by lowa State College, |
showed an operating profit o!|
$102872 during the fiscal year |
ending June 30, 19%1. Of the

|came¢ from nectwork programs
| Operating expenses were $93,322.
‘Equipmen! acquired during the
year cost $103,997.

Davls, Miller Kamed

Te KSE Board . . .

| NEW YORK-—Hal Davis. vee-
pee in charge of promotion and
publicity for Kenyon & Eckhardt,
| has been elected a member of the
| agency's board of dircctors along
with Donald C. Miller., Davis
came to K&E in 1945,

| Big 10 Hears Rlm Plan
| For 6rid Tele . . .

CHICAGO—The March Big 10
meetings convened at the La
Salie Hotel here yesterday (14)
and hcard ‘a report from a three-

l

v

DC-ers Protest “Songs” Nix; New
CBS Segs Hot; Smoke Tax Spotted

man eommittce on a plan to film
the Confercnce’s football games
for TV showing. The committee
includes Ted Payseur, Northwest-
ern; H. O. Crisler, Michigan, and
Doug Mills, MNinois,

frank Named (DS Radie
Program Swperviser . . .

NEW YORK—Norman Frask Ibis
has been named program super- |

visor in the radio programing de-
partment of the Columbia Broad-
casting System. Frank, a veteran
of radio and TV, will act as chief
assistant to Lester Gottlieb. net-
work program topper, and also

the sales possibilities of “The Blig|3195,894 total Income, $160.909 | will concentrai¢ on the develop-

ment of new ideas

WOTV Starts Roand-Cleck

| "Swing SWiff" Films . . .

PITTSBURGH — WDTV; here,
will inaugurate the first round-
the-clock commercial TV pro-
gram on a regular weekly sched
ule on Monday (17). Titlcd the
“Swing Shuft Theater,” the pro-
gram will feature films from 1 to
6 a.m, and will be aimed at the
defense worker audience.

Lusteraeme Buys (B3
Time for Miss Parsons , , .

NEW YORK—Lustercreme this
week purchased 9:30-9:35 Tues-
day nights on the Columbia
Broadcasting System for a five-

{Continued on page 3}

y- | which is owned by CBS-TV, will | said to have been given their no- on
woad show origination by fall and | be slotted in an evening period as | tice, marking the first major in-

1853 or within 90 days after ap-
roval of the ABC-UPT merger
y the FCC.

NEW YORK, March 15 —Owens | eliminating its messenger service| ~Apc thus far has utillzed $1,-

500,000 of this ¢redit, which was
reported to have been secured
only thru personal signature of
board director Edward J. Noble
the document. The 1.500.-
000 was withdrawn early in De-
cember and another $500,000
within the past couple of Wecks.
One top ABC execulive said this
week that the untapped balance
of $1.800,000 is regarded as a suf-

! ficlent rescrve to cnable the net-

work to weather any crisis be-
tween now and the fall, by which
time the FCC's decision on the
UPT deal is expccled to be
handed down.

Just what sleps would be taken
to pay off current obligations,
much less secure new funds,
should the UPT mcrger be nixed,
is a question which at this point
is unanswered.

Alcoa Wants

'New CBS Slot
For “See It”

| NEW YORK, March 15.—Alcoa

eek was pressuring the Co-
lumbia Broadcasting System’s TV
web {o come up with 2 new time
slot for “See |f Now.™ Documen-
tary is scheduled Sundays, 3:30-
4 pm.

Aleoa has asked for Sundays,
7-7:30, but that %vsenls the prob-
lem of forcing Wrigley 1o _move
Gene Autry elscwhere. CBS-TV
has offered Sundays 6-6:30 which
the client so far has found un-
acceptable.

POST OFFICE 15
STATION CLIENT

MIAMI, March 15.—Onc of
loca] station WFEC's sponsors
is a United States Post Office.
The Rock Harbor U. S. Post
Officc is listed in a_group of
30 business firms which, as a
civie service, sponsor & direet
by - telephone summary of
fishing news at Rock Harbor
in the Florida Keys. Show s
pnired daily over WFEC at
€:45 am.
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VIDEO EXPANSION

SET

MOT Plans 4 New TV
Packages for Spring

NEW YORK, March 15—"The/Thomas Mitchell, Jeffrey Lynn
Mareh of Time™ is expanding its and Gene Lockhart,

TV film distribution departmenll
here, In anticipation of a spring |

release date for four new “MOT" | % 0 “Ralet de Fran

television packages. The film
shows include a sports serics, &
ballet up, “American Wit and |
Hum and a 18-minute docu-
mentary-styled series tagged
“Our Living Language.” The last
named goes into production next
week, while the other three are

ready now. t

The 52-week sports pncklge,‘
which features Ed Thorgenson as |
commentator, s set up with a
flexible format, so that films can
be augmented with eurrent film
clips to cash in on timely sports
events. Fditing will also supply

Dramatized Idioms

Both "Our Living Language”

ce'” are
packaged in 15-minute segs in
response to increasing demand by
stations  for good quarter-hour
TV films. The former, "MOT's"
newest video package, will trace
the history of idiomatic ex-

pressions (“fourflusher,” etc) via

strongly-documented dramatiza-
ons.

Milton Cross has been signed
as commentator for the ballet
opus, which was produced 1n
France.

MOT"' execs stress the fact
that they have lined up varied

McFarland Bill Revamp Keeps Film
Threat, Adds Fine to Cease, Desist

WASHINGTON, March 15. —|The Commission has cxplained
Powerful newspaper and maga- | this policy as aimed ta discourage
|zine publishing intercsts bidding | newspaper concentration of own-
|for far-flung TV influence at the ership of broadcasi frequencies.
ynpﬂmaching eve of Lhe lmemild}‘ Film Interests
|will be given a major if| X .
Congress accepts the House Inter- In anothe{h;m%ormnl “‘”‘fd
istate and Foreign Commerce Provision, N ‘"‘"‘;.] Ve."‘; on
Committee's revamped version of poses a new 1 rcl'l\u) ilm inter-
[ il w |ests vying for position in the TV
|the McFarland Bill which was re- semnllet The Sanate Sbeases
|ported out favorably by the com. | ¥CT0 g oy
mittee this week. The new ver- bill's provision designed to give
[sion proposes for the first time to | roacieasiers A asciiets brealc i
prohibit the Federal Commuruca~ '".‘g’“"' “"1‘;‘" >y “’"? "“".rh
tions Commission from discrimin- :g‘ y the oru m:nn: nhee &
ating in any way sgainst broad | HOuse group eft L aciticaboss;
cast applicants wilh newspaper or | "0t ion 311 of the Communi-

i iliath s {lions Act, which nuthorizes the
Fx‘;:l:u::ﬁ a:g:l(:;m;:ésmbee:;ucc(: Commission ta refuse a license to

House Would Ban FCC Snub
To Publishers Interested in TV

House version includes many
strengthened provisions as well
as modifying others. About the
only parts of the McFarland Bill
left untouched by the House com-
mittee were the ones providing
for admlnistrative reorganization
which the FCC has put into effect
veluntarily, and the section giv-
ing the FCC cease-and-desist or-
ders in the same fashien as the
Federal Trade Commissbon.
Significance

The House version’s crack-
down on the FCC's policy on
newspaper and magazine publish-
ing is significant in the light of
cwrent maneuvers by such pow-

any person or ration found

regional impact for different farc for their first allout TV jgive the nod 1o non-newspaper

guilty of monopolistic practices |

erful groups as the Henry Luce
magazine publishing interests and

markets, via special insertions. i for fre-
series will cover everything |quencies where the non-ncwspa-
from boxing to horse racing, with
each segment exploring current
and past history of a different
sport, along with interviews and |
camera visits to traditional loca- |
tions such as Stillman's Gym. )
Nalional Sponsars |

Altho five nalional sponsors |
are reportedly bidding for series,
*MOT's" TV sales head, Frank
Shea, still hasn't decided whether |
to sell the show on a national
or local basis. It's possible that|
it might be sold to national ad-
vertisers in a few selected
markets and on & local basis else-
where. In Line with this. “MOT” |
execs said they have many “pre-
sold sponsors™ in the local spon-
sorship ficld alreadv—advertis-
ers who {on the basis of sales re-
turns registered by "MOT's” cur-
rent TV film serics, "Crusade in
the Pacitic") have offered to buy
any forthcoming “MOT" film
package sight-unseen. |
“American Wit and Humor," a
26-week serles of half - hour
dramatization of the works of
19th Century American writers
(Nathaniel Hawthorne, Artemus
Ward, Mark Twain, etc.) will be
launehed on TV toward the end
of March. The series features
several movie names,

film production scheduled, point- |applicants in contesls

ing out that this is indicative

{hat “March of Time" does notper applicant is in all respects

intend to be typed
documentary” {n television

as “strictly | (financially, character-wise

and
by experience) equally qualified.

Smaller Discount in 52
To CBS-TV Sponsors

NEW YORK, Mareh 18 _The
Columbia Bmaﬂcaslinz System s
giving a smaller discount this
summer to advertisers using Class
A time on its video network than
in 1951, New incentive plan offers
a 25 per cent program discount
and a 10 per cenl time discount
to sponsors who stay on CBS-TV
for the eight weeks beginning
July 6.

Last summer all the CBS-TV
advertisers e xccpt Oldsmobile
took advantage of a 331/3 per
cenl program discount plus a 10
per cent time slash. Among the
CBS-TV clients who have already
bought the new discount package
arc Westinghouse, Camels, Bris-
tol-Myers and Ennds.

The Nalional Broadcasting
Company up to now has only

including |dangled a [0 per cent summer time

Same Show Nightly
For TV Audience

® Continued from page 1

opportunitics to pull viewers
they otherwise might miss en-
tirely. In line with this, the trade
will watch the experiment closely
to see whelher WOR-TV may
have hit upon a formula with
enough audience appeal to. com-
pele Io«'allg with TV's kings.
odfrey.

Berle and

General Tire's first major effort
to retread WOR-TV's {)rogrlmlng
will bring station well over $1.-
000,000 worth of business U the
experiment proves successful. The
expansive and expensive move
indicales the firm's head man,
Tom O'Neil, intends to back both
WOR-TV and the Mutua) Broad-
casting System with strong spon-
sorship support by the parent
company. In line with this the
trade expects Generat Tire to ex-
pand its radio sponsorship oper-
ations this year, via extensive
mutual time buys.

The hour and & half shows will

robably originate from WOR-

s new television studios here.

with Sam and Bella Spewack's
Hotlywood farce, "Boy Meets
Girl,"” scheduled to follow “Three
Men on a Horse." Series is budg- |
cted at a low $6,000 a week, and |
the station plans to use full
scripts and ortginal casts when-
ever possible. WOR-TV casting |
director Nat Abramson sent out a
casting call this week. |

Since this is the first time a 90
munute drama series has been
presented on live TV, Television
Authority may work out a new
scale for actors. Probable solu-
tion, tho, iz that they will merely
total hour and half-hour rates.

Abramson has supposedly lined
up several original cast members
for the Hohn Cecil Holm-George
Abbott “Horse" opus. However
Shiriey Booth and Sam Levine |
are both tied up in Broadway and
Hollywood, and Williom Lynn |
(Erwin) 13 dead. Full-seript
scheme may also puse some cen-
sorship problems, in view of
play's racey lingo, Comedy has

been done before on TV, in an
hour-long version for “Prudential
Playhouse.”

S SRR S e

discount In front of spomsors. It is
belicved, however, the web is
working on a program discount

ling for TV stakes and awailting |levy fines u,

in communications by a court. _Scripps - Howard newspaper
The Senate version would have |¢hain to expand TV holdings.

allowed FCC the license-refusal| The new bill goes further than
right only if a court specificd it | the Scnate version in giving sanc-
should be invoked. The House tion power to the Commission.
commitlee's version is considered | Besides the ceasc-and-desist au-
particularly significant in view of | thorily, the FCC would be per-
court decisions against several | mitled to suspend licenses for a
movie production firms now vy- | per up to three months and
s to $500 a .day for
the upcoming theater-TV hear-lCummumcn ions Act violations.
ings. C revocation authority would

idea similar to the CBS-TV plan.

The House committce’s version
of the McFarland Blll faces an
uncertain fate. If it passes the
House, it may have a tough time
in the Senate which already
passed the original version. The

HOLLYWOOD, March 15—
After three days in court, Federal
Judge Ben Harrison this week
concluded hearing testimony in
Gene Autry's suil against Re-
public Pictures and asked that al-
torneys file bricfs summing up
their stands and providing legal
basis for their arguments within
130 days Rapid wind-up of the
hearings is a contrast to the five-
| week court sessions marking Roy
Rogers' suit against the studio.

As In Rogers' case, Autr{v
secking to block Republic from
releasing his theatrical films to
TV. clauming mavles will offer
unfair competition to his sell-
| produced (Flying A Productions)
| tele films. Martin Gang, attorney
for Autry, tried to establish that
if Autry's theatrical pix are sold
to TV, they would establish a
spongor identification that would

Autry Vs. Republic Hearings
Concluded; Summations Next

tion resulting from his glient's TV
ilms.

Herman Selvin, defending Re-
public. introduced evidence that
2 number of movie hauses today
are including comunercial an-
nouncements along with their
regular entertainment films and
that no conflict in implied en-
dorsement of producl exists.

(Continued on

be limited under the amcnded
bill, so that it could be exercised
only for willful or repeated vio
lations.

On transfers. the committea bill
directs the FCC to proceed as if
the transferee were the sole ap-
piicant for an oripginal license. The
Commission must approve the
transfer if it determines the pub~

| lic interest would be served. The

| bill turther provides that any ap-
plication granted without a hear-
Ing remains subject lo protest for
30 days by any interested party.
If a protest is filed. and the FCC
finds that the protestant is a
party in interest, a hearing would
mandatory.
Renewals Issue
On renewals, the commiltee
version directs the Commission to
renew all licenses if the public
interest, convenience and neces-
Jontinued on r &8

- Survey Says

15 Million

Listen to Auto Radios

DETROIT, March 15. — Radio’s|dience, using the ratio of lacal to

voluntary captive audience in pri-
vate automobiles reaches a peak of
about one-third of a mfllion lis-
leners in the Detroil metropolitan

conflict with another identitica-

e o

arca alonc, while the natioan! au-

TR T ATE RS e
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Billboard

Spotlights

Chicago

. <+ What is the Chicago touch? . . , What
facilitises does Chicago offer a TV producer?

. . . Can you get

v

more for your money in

Chicago? . . , How completely does Chicago
TV blanket the potential sales market?

.- v

Read the answers o these and other

provocative questions on what Chicago TV

has done, is doing and

CAN DO both as an

originstion point for TV shows. as well as

all-important sales market for TV sponsors.

Published in conjunction

NARTB Convention

with the

f2es

national car registration (42.846,-
000) as & base for sampling, would
be around 15000000, spread
acruss the couniry in peak hours.
| These are among the facts derived
|trom a study of local car habis in
the three-county arca here com-
pleled by WIJR, Detroit, lo be pre-
| sented In o 12-page brochure. The
national figzure would approximate
116-17 million. according 1o na-
tional figures projected by The
Billboard.

Survey was bascd on a check of
private automobiles carrying radio
antenna at 172 locations, carcfuliy
selected to give a balanced rep-
resentalion of smaller lowns, heavy
traffie, important shopping centers
and parking lots. Only passenger

| ears with radio antenna visible to
.{a spotter in heavy traffic were

counted

A tolal of 51084 cars were
counted—42438 had radia. while
8.646 did not; 83 per cent thus
were radio-cquipped. The cars
checked, representing over 5 per
cent of the ).007.827 private curs
registered in the tri-county area, ls
believed 1o be the largest sample
of auto radio installations ever so
polled. Actual installations. pro-
jected by use of the percentage,
would be 836330 sets in cars—a
figure far In excess of lhe tolal
number of local televislon sets

The cverage number of passen-
gers fn cars was found to be 1.8 in
this area, with over 20 per cent of
Rll registered cars in traflic op-
|erating at peak periods twice a
day. Applying the figure of 83 por
cenl of cars having radio to basie
| authoritative statistics, ‘the total
auto listener audience in the tn-
county arca is aboul one-third of a
| million. .
| For the entire primary cover-
agc area, where the car registration

;| tigure is 4.116,934, in order to

| compensate for the lower percent-
age of radlo-cquipped cars in rural
and small town arcas, a figure of
[75 instcad of 83 per cenl was
used. A total of appruximately
ione million auto listeners wns
| found for peak hours.
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Murphy Takes Over

CBS Prexy

Post In

Web’s Crucial Hour

Network’s Difficult Position Stems

From Pressure to

NEW YORK, March 15.—Ad-
rian Murphy's move into the
En:sidemia] post at the Columbia

roadcasting System’s radio nel-
work comes at a crucial time in
the web's history. Indications are
growing that Procter & Gamble
will decide against keeping ""Beu-
lah,” Lowell Thomas and Jack
Smith on the web. CBS is be-
lieved to have turned down a
P&G request that [t be charged
daytime rates for the three shows
which are programed between
645 and 7:30 p.m. Negotiations
have reached 30 hot a bmling
point that Frank Stanion, CB:
president, is now conducting par-
leys with the advertiser in an ef-
fort to make an acceplable deal.

The most significant clue to the
P&G attitude toward what is be-
lieved to be the CBS refusal came
when P&G bought 9:30-10 am.
across the board on the National
Broadcasting  Company's radio
web (see other story, this depart-

Reduce Rotes

ment), This move has been made,
it is maintained in the trade, to
back up the P&G ultimatum to
| CBS.

Opinion is that CBS is in a dif
ficult situation. Should the net-
work accede to the P&G demand,
all its other large advertisers
would probably descend, upon it
|and ask for the same deal or one
| similar. Such pressure would be
|impossible to withstand if the
P&G rate cut pitch becomes an
| aceomplished fact. On the other
|hand, &G is probably the single
most important big network sd-
vertiser remaining in radio. Its
| business is vilal to the preserva-
tion of a healthy CBS radio web.

Former CBS radio network
president Howard Meighan mean-
while, has gone to Mexico to va-
cation. Now moved into a slot in
the CBS Corporation where he
will act as an administrator,
Meighan's eight-month regime
| was not conspicuously successful.
Several of his pet ideas includin,

{the “selective facilities plan” an

PRECEDENT {the A&P super-merchandising

ATCHER BALLYS
“RANCH" KINE

| CHICAGO. March 15—Just
as molion picture stars make

rsonal appearances in con-
junction with the opening of
a new flicher, so Bob At-
cher, who heads the “Mea-
dowgold Ranch™ show seen
here via WNBQ twice a week,
will act as advance agent for
the kinescope version of the
show which will be seen In
several new markets shortly.

This week Meadowgo
sent Atcher to Omaha, and
Ames and Davenport, Ia.,
where he made personal ap-
pearances in behalf of the
show, plu, gun?. as the pro-
grams will, eadowgold ice
eream. Foote, Conc & Beld-
ing is the agency.

I"Howdy" Iv,
l:Radio Sells
Quarter Hours

NEW YORK, March 15 —"How- v "
dy Doody” this week had a 15- Sions. It is expected he will strive
minute period sold on radio and 0 retain those elements of the
another on TV. The AM bankroller Plan Which the web considers
|is International Shoe. while Stand- | Vital to its own future, and at the
ard Brands is making a small scalc|32me time eliminate phases to
return 10 TV with a quarter-hour Which affiliates objected most
buy on the kid show. Henri, Hurst | strongly.

Affiliates
Revised N

Bannister Sayvy, Reg

NEW YORK, Mareh 15.--With
Charles Denny, executive vice-
president of the National Broad.
casting Company on a Buropean
vacation, and the newly ap.
pointed vice-president in charge
of station relations, Harry Ban-
nister, ready to beﬂn his job for
the web April 14, NBC affiliates
were anxiously debating whether
|or not Bannister would attempt
to continue the web drive to per-
suade stations to accept the com-
pany's Economic Study Plan.

The fact and some high-
echelon NBC executives guard-
edlf admit it—that it would make
little sense to bring in a man of
Bannister's stature and tie him
|down to a plan which has met
with such severe resistance on the
part of 30 many of the web's im-
portant affiliatex.

Instead, the probability Is that
Bannistcr, atready quite familiar
with the plan. and theroly con-
|versant with the key affiliates’
|opinions of its good and bs

|scheme failed to catch the fancy
Baptists

To Sponsor
Sportscast

LEXINGTON, Ky, March 15.—
In a move to revive faith in the
honesty of school sports, the
Elkhorn Association of Kentucky |
Baptists last week signed to spon-
sor the State high school basket-

{

ol advertisers. The latter has met

strong resistance by big sponsors,
altho it still may find acceptance.

The big spending brand adver-
tisers are said to feel that mer-
chandising their products in_the
A&P, which markets competitive
lines under the chain's own Ann
Page label is not the most cffcc-
tive way to spend their doliars
The smaller advertisers haven't
the kind of dough nccessary to
pay the bills.

& MecDonald placed the Interna-

The fact that NBC president

tional Shoe business, while Ted|Joe McConnell hired Bannister is
Bates placed the Standard Brands t2ken by most affiliates as a firm

business

The “latter outfit was one of will

indication that the web prexy is
ing to make every effort to

video's first big-time sponsors, but| work with the affillatea. One of

bowed out of its heavy commit-|the
11 is tak- upon McConnell on the pant of

ments o few SCasons ago.

most persistent demands

Ing over the 3:45-6 p.m. TV slot the alfiliates, at the NBC Boca

Thursdays. stariing March 20. In- Raton convention and since, has |

ternational Shoe moves into the been for a man in the network
9-9:15 am. Saturday radio period With vast station-operations ex-

beginning March 22.

ball championship broadcasts over : CONGRESS SHOULD SAY

Law Makes Radio Ask

WVLK here. Salc Is believed to
mark first time a church group has
sponsored a straight sporis brmd-l
cast. The four-day, J6-game scries
will take place at the University
of Kentucky’s Memorial Coliseum,
‘We have faith in all of the
oung men laying for Kentucky's
igh schools,” said the group's
spokesman. Dr. T. J. Powers, “and
we hope Lhese broadcasts will help
them resist certain temptations in
the future.” As for the com-
mercials, Powers said, “if the big-
gest business leaders In the coun-
try can use sparting events to sell
their products over the radio,
there i8 no reason why we can't
sell fajth in God the samec way.”
Theme for show will be “It’s the!
church for you in '52."

Goodrich TV
Show to CBS

NEW YORK, March 15.~The
Columbia Broadcasting System’s
video programing departmeni has
taken over the pro on of
*“Celebrity Time.” Package for-
merly was owned by World Video.
but Goodrich, the sponsor. thru
the Batten, Barton, Durstine &
Osborn agency, has made a deal
with the packager and has given |
rceégomjbnlily for the show to

-TV.

CBS-TV has some new ideas
for the program which it elaims
will improve its badlv dented ral- |
ing. Dick Lewine, producer of
the program, probably will join
the network and continue to han-
dle the stanza. |

‘What Is a

Ry SAMUEL SPRING

Author of “Risks and Righis in
Publishing. Television. Radio. Mo-
tion Pictures, Advertising and
the Theater” {Norton. 1952). Mr.
‘Spring is a member of the New
Yark law firm of Spring & Easl-
man.

What is the meaning of the
word “candidate” when a televi-
sion or radio station is sued for
defamatory statements uttered in
a broadcast political specech? The
correct answer, as Philadelphia's
Westinghouse station  recently
found out, is perilously important
to;h(- station,

(4

r a high Federal Court re- |

cently has ruled that when the
chairman of a candidate’s politi-
cal commitiee, or the candidate’s
manager, Makes a political
speech. su?porlm[! the candidate,
a greater lability as to defama-
tion {5 imposed upon the station
than exists when the candidate
himself speaks. A trial judge
ruled that the word “candidate”
covered his manager and political
committee chalrman. But the trial
judge was reversed by the higher
court.

This odd distinction 1s the result
of the obscure drafting of a vital
section in the Federal Statute reg-
ulating the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. This short sec-

Prniitable'TV Audience excluéive with

WGAL-TV.

LANCASTER, PENNA.

Only TV stotion in—only TV station seen—
in this large, rich Pennsylvanio marke! ares.

p Clo
Rapresenizd by

ROBERT MEEKE
Chicago Son Francisco

ir R. McColloygh. Pres.

R ASSOCIATES

New York Los Angeles

Candidate?’

tion forbids n broadcasting station,
at the peri) of losing its FCC li-
cense, to censor any political
speech by a “candidate” The
section also provides that, if the
=tation permits a “legally quali-
fied candidate” to use a broad-
emxns stalion, the station shall
“atford equal opportunities to all
other candidates for that office.”
But the section adds that no obli-
gation is imposed upon any licen-
sec to “allow the use of its station™
by any candidate
Distinction Is Vital

perience, and one for whom the
afffliates had a high regard. Ban-
nister fits these requirements
Immplclely

Carleton Smith, in the mean-
|time, this week was set to add
|mportant top-level manpower to
|the owned-and-operated  radio
|and TV stations division of the
web, working with the veepee in

"Flying Tigers'
To Coca-Cola?

NEW YORK, March 13 —Coca-
Cola this week was close 10 a deal
for "Flying Tigers." The program
formerly was sponsored by Power.
house candy over the Du Mont
web.

No network has been selected
and the date of its debut under
Coca-Cola sponsorship hasn't been

Expecting
BC ‘Plan’

ard for Station

| Seen Smoothing the Way for Acceptance

rharge of the 0.&0.'s. Jim Gaines.
Gaines’ operation, by far the most
gmﬁub}e in the entire company.

as been expanding in several
important directions, and has
sorely needed executive man-
power of Smith's caliber.

Marx Repeats
May Run as
'Summer Fare

NEW YORK, March 15. — The
second TV show to consider alring
films of past outings during the
summer months {s the Groucho
Marx stanza the National
Broadeasting  Company. Dinah
+Shore’s NBC-TV show already has

'I;M of kinescopes under considera-
on.
{ Groucho’s opus, which ajrs 8-8:30

on

d | p.m., Thursdays, for De Sota, is a
points, will work toward revi- |

Alm show to begin wilh, so there
| eould be no deterioration of quality
if films were re-run. Only ques-

tion to be settled is with unions

erew for a second alring. If okayed.
the radio version also would con-
| sist of repeats

WGN-TV Hikes
Film Library

CHICAGO, March 1S. — Aug-
menting its already extensive TV
film library, WGN-TV ihis week
acquired cxelusive local rights 1o
several hundred more feature and
Western pictures, and will start
programing the additlons within
two weeks. Contract, one of the
largest ever signed by a TV sta-
lion, was set with glnﬂnn Pic-
tures for Tclevision, Inc.. New
Yor!
| Ineluded in

the package are
Isueh  tiles  as

"Open _City,”
| "Paisan,” “"The Battle,” “On Ap-
| proval," and “Over the Rainbow™
[a full-length animated feature.
Also included were several films
n the Philo Vance, Charlie Chan,
Joe Palooka and Gabby Hayes
scries

(CBS Net Gefs

|

TV Bible Seg

NEW YORK, March 15—The

As the law now stands, as in- set. The advertiser hasn't decided | Columbia Broadcasting System
terpreted by the Appellate Court, | whether to go with the show now | this week Jured the TV version of

|the prohibition against censoring
{Continucd on_page §)

or carly next fall. D'Arcy is the
agency.

|HOUSE UNIT FCC

SLASH

WASHINGTON. March 15 —
As the Federal Communications
Commission continued its strug
gle la Jift the TV freeze (see
separate story), the House Ap-
propriations Commitiee yester-
day (14) threatened still another
freeze-out by slashing the Com-
mission's budget 32 per cent be-
low the requested allocation for
1953. While the Housc is likely to
go along with the Committee’s
axing, which would seriously stall
the processing of TV applications
once the FCC's current freeze is
lifted, the Senate is figured sure
to restore some of the money.
However, in FCC quarters, it is
estimated that anything less than
complete restoration will jeopar-
dize expansion in the carly
post-freeze cra.

The Committee voted to allow
the FCC only $6.108,460—a redue-
tion of $1,966,540 in the budget
request. In its report, the House
Emup said It ‘“appreciates the

eavy work load now being car-
ried by the Commission.” But
added. "However, under existing
economie conditions, funds cannot
be provided to increase appropri-

Budget-Cut May Clog
TV-Thaw Expansion

and it requests the Commission 10
regulate its work in such manner
as will rmit performance of
essential functions with the funds
provided in the bill.”

What Hiring?

In a year when the Commission
expects to be hil with an ava.
lanche of new TV bids, the Com.-
mittee voted to give it exactly
$8.190 less than in fiscal 1952 and
10 per cent less than in 1951 when
no new TV bids were processed.
The Committee said it was giving
1he FCC $51.810 to hire new peo-
ple to process TV bids, but FCC
ers are finding it hard to figure
outl they are getting money for
new personnel when the budget is

i“‘l'he Greatest Story Ever Told™
|away Irom the Amcrican Broad-
| casting Company. The Goodyvenr-
sponsored Biblical series will be
seen on film three times—April
27, May 25 and June 22—in the
4:30-5 Sunday afternoon slot,
replacing the CBS-TV *“Work-
shop” on those alternoons.

series is not being pro-
gramed regularly on TV this sea.
son, it will be shown weekly next
season. CBS-TV, naturally, hopes
to get the account then, nnd also
would like to Jure the AM billings
away from ABC. Kudner is the
agency.

Brenner Exits

Coast FCC Job

HOLLYWOOD. March 15 —Fed-
eral icati C ission's
Western regional atlorney, Joseph
Brenner, this week resigned the
post he’s held for four years to go
inlo private law practice in Bev-
erly Hills with S V. C. Prichard.
New firm will be known as Prich-
ard & Brenner.

A former altorney with the U. S
Department of Justice In Wash-
ingien, Brenncr's service in the
[ ission has included positions

less than it was.

|  The FCC must look to the Sen-
ale for mh. jon of the
heavy cut. e House so far has

shown little indication to pestore
any budget cuts made by the Ap-
propriations Committee. The Sen-
ate has yet to act on any appro-
priations bill, so its mood in this
clection year cannot be judged.
In the past, however, the Senate
has put back at least a portron of
|the money which the House had

ations for a peace-lime lgcnq‘,‘elimins

as actlng chief of the rate secton
und as a hearing examiner. He 1s
a veteran of many Western radio
and television hearings. His re-
entry into private practice repre-
sents the resumption of m practice
interrupted at the outbreak of
World War 11. when he was called
to Washington on appeintmeat with
the special war policies unit of the
Department of Justice

Involved for payment to talent and
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EDITORIAL

Back Radio’s Watchdog

The radio department this week is filled with story after
story dramatizing the tortuous evolution thru which radio is
struggling. The tough job Adrian Murphy takes on at the Co.
lumbia Broadcasting System: the hope implicit in Harry Ban-
nister's move to ithe National Broadcasting Company that the
veteran broadcaster will be able to come up with aperational
adjustments satisfactory to the affiliates and meeting the net-
work's difficult problems; the rather desperate situation at the
American Broadcasting éompnny . . ali these, and several
other current events poinl up the great need for a continuing
alertness on the part of broadcasters it radio values are 10 be
upheld.

In our opinion. oft-stated, one of the most effective con-
tributions of the past year toward preventing a total collapse
of radio values, has becn made by the All Industry Affiliatcs’
Committee. Paul (Fritz) Morency and his group have worked
unceasingly to signal both the Intentional and unintentional
efforts to Suwnxradv.- radio. If they have achjeved nothing else
—and we believe they have accomplishcd much in several
directions—than to alert broadcasters to recurring attacks, they
have served the radio industry well. 2 .

At the Nalional Association of Radio and Television
Broadcasters convention in Chicago, beginning March 30, the
Committee will make jts report to broadeasters at large. We
hope the turnout for the meeting will be the largest to attend
any of the confab’s sessions. For we believe that what the
Affiliates Committee has to say of its activities of the past year,
and of its plans for the immediate future, will be as important
to radio broadcasters everywhere -as anvthing that will tnk_e

lace during the convention. We have said before, and it can’t
L said too often: These sre dangerous days for radio, and
radio should be grateful that it has a group of men such as
those represented on the Affiliates’ Committec Radio should
give these men its all-out support.

\LAMB ROARS

' Op Demands
Compulsory
Pubserv TV

LANSING, March 15 — Taking
a strong stand for compuisory|
public service ~ programing by
commercial telecasters, TV sta-
tion owner Edward Lamb told a
group of video-minded educators
here Wednesday (12) that “if the
medium remains uncontrolled,
serious abuses are bound to crop
up, ¥ only because such matters
are left solely within the con-
sciences of commercial interests.”
Occasion was the Seventh Annual
Michigan Radio and TV Confer-
ence at the Kellogg Center herc.
sponsored by Michigan State
College educators.

“Most telecasters.” sajd Lamb.
“violently oppose this proposition.
usually under guise that this con-
stitules governmental regulation
of program content.” Lamb

hooey,” opining “Many broad-
casters just don't want to give up
cven a few minutes of valuable
time seégmenis to non-paying
clients."

On the subject of the forth.

UA Film Co. Moves
Into DJ Film Field

NEW YORK, March 15 talent. Distribution via United
United Artlists has become the |Artists Television quporallnn is
second major motion picture |on a lease basis to video stations
firm to move into the TV disk |in various ways. UA will make
jockey film business by virtue of |deals for one year similar to re-
its arrangement with Tele-Discs, | corded music contracts signed by
Inc.. to distribute the latter fiem's |stations for transcription librar-

uetons to video stations. Co- [ies. The firm will also work out
umbia Pictures already has a |participating deals in which ‘the‘y
subsidiary firm, Screen Gems, in [lake a percentage of the station's
distributing  three-mjnute  film |income from television disk jock-
clips for use with specific phono- ’ey shows. UA now has 20 sales-
raph records. In addition, the | mcn out on the road and is ex-
gvusv. Coast Snader outfit has|panding its sales staff
bheen turning out similar films| Deals being made by both
but with sound tracks. Decca|firms with music publishers for
Records, by virtue of its stock |the rights to recorded songs vary
holdings in Universal. Is gener- |greatly. Thus far no fixed pat-
ally expecied to go into lhe bus- |tern has been set by the pubbers.
iness in the future in some form.|The TV-film firms which use
Telc-Discs was formed by Sea- (Continucd on page 15)

board Productions, TV film com.
\“WILD BILL”

pany headed by Sandford John-
son, The company turns out its
roducts somewhat Iltke the
SF Prefers
' Radio to
TV Version

ecn Gems films. Latter firm
uses both live and animated pro-

SAN FRANCISCO. March 15—
Altho both the radio and TV ver-

ductions. but Tele-Discs 18 re-
stricting ntself 10 the use of live

= v 510

b $500 L H pt : T
sions of “Wild Bill Hickok" air on
;ﬁy ,::::m a transcontinental basis. it's the

AM outing that appeals to the
fant here. At least, that's the
conclusion to be drawn from a
personal  appearance  visit  to
neighboring Wainut_City. Calif.,
by the show’s stars, Guy Madlson
and Andy Devine.

Some 12,000 turned out to greet
the pair at a local store, and a
sampling was made of 1,000 of
the crowd. Resujts showed that
all were fans of the radio series,
and none interviewed followed
the video version. Radio series
airs via Mutual; TV s
placed on a local spot basis,

i ssy .
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TOP SELLING FORCE

{coming allocation of
ch 1+ for educational use,
|Lamb warned, “Some boards of

trustees will be prevalled upon
to scuttle four application—and
some of this scuttling will come
{rom discontented elements in the
|commercial broadcast field."
‘ Lamb further cautioned that “the
fuct that educators are to be
given their own television chan-
nels must not eliminate the pres-
ent mandate that commercial
telecasters be rcquired also to
broadcast in the public interest.”

Lamb owns TV stations WICU,
Erie, Pa. and WTVN, Columbus,
O. and radio stations WTOD,
Toledo. WHOO, Orlando, Fla:
and WIKK, Erie. He is also

blisher of the Eric Dispatch
| Herald. .

Jabeled this attitude “a lot of |

NBC Sells

Radio Strip

30-Min.
to P&G

From 9:30-10 A M.

Seg Had Been Station-Option Time;

[

NEW YORK, March 18 —The
National Broadcasting Company
this week sold the 8:30 to 10 a.m.
radio strip to Procter & Gamble
for two programs yct to be se-
Jected. TR\Q deal is regarded as
having considerable significance,
with the web having succeeded in
nm‘uiring the use of a period
which formerly was station-op-
|tion timc. An NBC exec said that
a sufficient mumber of stations
|had agreed to carry the P&G
| shows to guarantee that their to-
| 1a! rates exceed 75 per cent of the
ss network rate.

With this step successfully ae-
|complished, it is deemed likely
that NBC will move to secure the
9 to 8:30 a.m. period at an early
date. this also Eing station time
| at present. Neithcr NBC nor P&G
would comment on the exact
number of affiliates which have
ln reed to the deal, but said that
leftoru will contlnue to line up
| ndditionnl stations. Many of these
{have profitable commereial local
Iprograming fn that time period,
and some have commitments ex-
|tending beyond June, %rojccted
starting dale for the P&G shows.

The deal places the sponsor's
Inew stanzas back to back with
“Welcome Travelers,” which cur-
rently opens the NBC commercial
line-up 1n the 10-10:30 a.m. slot.
The_business was placed directly
by P&G. which has yet to decide
on the products to be advertised
and the agencies to handle the
shows Y

Tradc obscrvers were particu-
larly interested In the deal since
it represents the only victory by

VANDA’S HEAVY SKED

Phil. TV o

n Up-Grade;

.~ Now No. 3 Video City

| By M. H. ORONDENKER

| PHILADELPHIA. March 15—
Without the usual fanfare.
Charles Vanda. vice-president of
WCAU Stations in charge of TV,
s now putting out six TV shows
a week for the CBS nct. And with

Convention Hall, acoss the river
in Camden, N. J. Already in the
works is a TV show featuring
Iname maestro Tommy Dorsey.
|who was here last month audi-
tioning local music makers. Dor-
tioned some #00 at the
ters of the local musi-

LseyJaudx

the op of video
studivs on the outskirts of the
city, Indications are that WCAU-
TV is likely to become one of the
mljorz uction centers for the
web. At present, only New York
and Hollywood are busicr centers
and Hollywood 15 putting out only
one more show a week than is
Philadelphia

Added to Saturday's “The Big
Top™ circus show, and the three
Sunday net shows mn M
Candy Carnival." *“What in the
World?" and “In the Park,” this
week brought o new “Junior Hi-
Jinx* kiddie show and “Ranger
Joe" show had been orlginated for
the ABC net before by WFIL TV,
Mouoreover, it represents the first
time that any city outside of

s | New York produced five nctwork

| shows on a single day

While Vanda's docket of shows
is particularly heavy for local
standards, it's only the beginning.
he indiented. New TV center for
the WCAU Stations will be ready
for occupancy late in April or
early 1n May. Among its numer-
ous studios are three which are
six times larger than the largest
in the present building occupled
by thc station. For its big net
shows, originatlon is from the

TRAINER SEEKS
/AGVA COVERAGE

1 NEW YORK, March 15. —
I Prince El K. Gor, lion trainer
with the Bob Morton Circus,
was one of the show's first
;)eﬂurmcrs to put in & claim
or insurance under the new-
| ly written accident policy is-
| sucd thru the American Guild
of Variety Artists.

The Prince while putting
the cats thru thelr paces got
mad end swung at one. The
cat forgot to duck. Result:
the Prince got a broken
hand.

|elans union for his shows to be
|eniginated by WCAU-TV. Also o..
Vanda's production schedule for
[the network is a len-twent-thirt
melodrama and 8 daily

|upem~

'NARTB Unit

i Sets NY Meet

WASHINGTON, March 15.—A
group of lcading industrialists
and businessmen will hold a
“shirtsleeves” session on curréht
business issues In New York
Wednesday at the Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel with hcads of the
major networks and Richard P,
Doherty, director of the National
Associalion of Radie and Tel-
‘evision Broadcasters' employer-
employee relations department.
The conlcrees, named to a com-
mitiee under sponsorship of ?;c

{Continued on page 55)

soap |

Programs of Sponsor Unselected

| NBC in its attempts to pul thru &
‘series of AM reforms. The switch
of station time 10 the web was
|one of several projects outlined
| at the NBC Boca Raton meetings
| some wecks ago, along with pro-
[ posed rate revisions which have
been rejected by a majority of the
network's affiliates
| Another aspect of the deal is its
significance in the light of P&G's
current dispute with the Colum-
bia Broadcasting System (see
other story this issuc). There, the
sponsor is sceking a rale cut on
time eharghes for three evening
strips. and has threatened to yank
them off CBS unless the evening
rates are redu to daytime
charges by the contracts’ expira-
tion date, carly in June

Inasmuch as that is about the
same time the NBC deal takes
effect, there is considerable spec-
ulation about whether P&G might
not move at least one of its C
evening shows -into the NBC
morning time, espeeially since
each has a considerable following.
The stanzas are Lowell Thomas,
Jack Smith and “Beulah.” At
worst, this possibility mayv be
used as a weapon against CBS in
P&G's drive for rate re-adjust-
ment,

\KID TROUBLE

CBS Staffer
" Faces Court
Over Miners

NEW YORK., March 15.—~
Producer Irving Mansfield and
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem this week were summoned to
a Mnnhattan court for permitting
three kids under 18 to appesr on
|the “Sam Levenson Show™ with-
’oul rmits. The action was the
result of a complaint by the New
York Society for the Prevention
of Cruclty to Children, which
|stated that permits had been
| refused.
| Levenson has been using
children as an integral part of his
program. They are always
accompanied by their parents.

TOSCANINI SETS
PODIUM STYLE

NEW YORK, Mamxh 15—
Arturo Toscanini was slated
to smash longhair music tra-
dition today (13) on the AM-
TV simulcast ¢oncert of the
NBC Symphony Orchestra.
The maestro announced his
intention of mounting the
podium wearing an outfit con.
sidcrably different from the

| customary formal dress.
| Toscanini said his garb for
| the ocrasion would be a black
| alpaca high-buttoned jacket
| This light-weight covering
which he usually wears at re-
hearsals would enable him to
dmrrense with use of a shirt
and other tight aceoutremcnts
Band members, however,
were instructed to
dressed as usual

come
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New York San Franci

Your Top TV Sales Opportunity

Wilmington, Delaware
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Fever Intensifies
As TV Thaw' Nears

New Station Applications Near 520;

April 1 Earliest Date
® Continned from page I

down. contenders for frequencies
are showing a feverish restless-
ness over the approaching eve of
the frcezc-lift, and there were
five applieations in each of the
last thrce wecks. an average es-
tablished since mid-February. Of
the total applications, 34 are for
UHF frequencics.

Last applications this week in-
eluded one from Fort Myers
Broadcasting Company for a sta-
tion on channel 11 in Fort Myerss,
Fla. Listed among owners of the
corporation are Arthur B. Me-
Bride. and Arthur B. McBride, Jr.
The MeBrides had been affiliated
with the recently dissalved Con-
tinental Press, racing news serv-
ice, and radio station WMIE, Mi-
ami. Other applicants this week
included bidders for VHF fre-

uencies in Lake Charles, La

aco, Tex.; New Britain, Conn.,
and Idaho Falis. Ida.

Earliest target-date for issuance
of the new allocations continues
to be April 1. FCC has failed to

Five Re-Elected,
Six Added by
NBC's SPAC

NEW YORK, March 15.—
Elections for the Stations Plan-
ning and Advisorv Committec of
the National Broadcasting Com-
pany found five of last year's
group returned to office, six new
members elected and one post
unsettled pending a_conclusive
ballot, acrording to Carleton D.
Smith. veepee for station rela-
tions. The undecided pnst is that
for radio from the third district
{Michigan, Iinois. Indiana, Ken-
tucky and western Pennsylvania).
First meeting of the new SPAC

will lake place in New
York in mid-April, with officers
10 be clected then

New radic SPAC members
Include Robert B. Hanna Jr,
WGY, Schenectady; Allan M.
Woodall. WDAK, Columbus, Ga;
P. A. (Buddy) Sugg, WKY, Okla-
homa City, and Ed Yocum,
KGHL, -Billlngs, Mont. New
video SPAC members are
Wailes, WSPD-TV, Taledo, and
Stanley E. Hubbard. KSTP-TV,
Minneapolis-St. Paul.

Re-elected radio SPAC mem-
bers are B. T. Whitmire, WFBC,
Greenville, S, C. Ralph Evans,
WHO, Des Moines and WOC,
Davenpori, and Richard O. Dun-
ning, Q. Spokane, Wash. Re-
turning as video SPAC mcmbers
are E. R. Vadeboncoeur, WSYR-
TV, Syracuse, and Martin Camp-
bell, WFAA-TV, Dallas

50,000 WATTS
AT $3 PER MIN.

NEW YORK, March 15—
Indicalive of fabulously low
rates at which some radio
facilities are presently being
offered is the case of a 50,000
watt station in the East,
which is peddling a new
package lo advertisers. Spon-
sors can buy one minute spots
on this powerhouse for $3
cach, in hours after 10 p.m. if
1,000 spots are contracted for.

for FCC Action

reach accord on any major issue
so far except that the 600-page
final plan will "cover the water-
front” and will not be issued
piccemeal. The plan will contain
nol only a table of allocations,
State by State and city by city, as
did the last proposed plan, but
also It will contain detailed ex-
planations for all assignments
and specific procedural rules.

Marfin-Lewis
WNB Telethon
Tills 1% Mil

NEW YORK, March 15.—Do-
nations of $1240419 for the New
York Cardia¢c Hospital poured in
during the 16 1-2-hour tclethon
staged on WNBT by Dean Martin
and Jerry Lewis, with an assist
from Barry Gray. The show ran
from mid-night Friday to 4.30
this afternoon. and the boys
Jooked as tho they were ready
for that hospital by close-off.

Backgrounded by a baitery of
desks and pbones, the team
brought on top-show business
stars and execs. Manufacturers
donated products as gifts, with
three given away each:-hour to

runmng scoreboard kept an up-

to-the-minute tally, hlmn'f over
$1,000000 by 1:45 pm. TV

of display ads.

'MUTUAL SHOWS |NEWS CAPSULES
Protest “Songs” Nix;

New CBS Stanzas Hot

!
i
L
|

top donors for each period. A |When the new authorities learn

10.4% INCREASE

NEW YORK, March 15.—
Mutual Broadeasting System
chalked up a 10.4 per cent in- |
crease in gross billings for the
first two months of 1952, as
compared with January and
February figures of last year.
Web's 1982 take for that pe-
riod totals $3,278,805.

THREE AND OUT
e |

NBC Lenser
Jailed Over
Cuban Films

NEW YORK, March i5.—Came
the revolution in Cuba last week
and Brad Kress got tossed in the
pokey three times for smuggling

TV newsreel film out of the coun- cB

try to the National Broadcastng
Company. Kress was in® Key
West, Fla., tilming President Tru-
man, when he got word that
things were popping in Cuba, To- |
gether with soundman John Lan-
cnngger. he managed to get onw!
the last flight into Havana.

Once on the scene, the enter-
prising Kress not only got sound
films of the strect fighting, but
also seeured an exciusive English-
langusge interview with the rev-
otutionary chief, Gen. Fulgencio
Batista, who took over the island.
Kress managed 10 get the films
flown 10 Washington sccretless
a second uprising begm.'

this,

® Continued from

minute chatter program featuring
Louella Parsons. The network
also succeeded in retaining the
General Foods business in the
Saturday night 8:30-3 p.m. slot.
General Foods has bought *“Tar-
zan’ to replace '‘Hopalong Cas-
sidy.”

Knox Gelalime Buys Mon.

Piece of “Todwy”. . .

NEW YORK—Knox Gelaline
this weck bought the B8:45-8:55
a.m. Monday segment of “Today.”
beginning March 24. William H.
Weintraub is the agency

(BS-TV Plans Big Confab
Lensing Headquarters . . .

CHICAGO—The Columbia
Broadcasting Systcm’s TV news
operation for the conventions next
July will be concentraled in a
self-contained unit on the seeond
floor of the North Wing of the
International Amphitheater. The
S-TV political headquar-
ters here is expected to match the
communications completeness of
the New York hcadquarters in
facilities.

KBC “Stars in Khaki”
Toes O, March 30 . . .

NEW YORK-—-The National
Broadcasting Company’s radio
network will tee off "Stars in
Khaki” on March 30. The pro-
gram has been blucprinted to give
talcnts 1n the various scrvices
their break. 1t will be emseed by
a top network star.

WOKR to Broadcast Live
To Studio Audiences . . .

| with Kress the victim. He shultled | NEW YORK-New York Times

dealers' gave pre-show plugs to|was
this first big telethon with plenty |v

uestioncd at frequent infer-
als by the Batista boys, before |

getting out of the country. |

‘TODAY’ TESTS AUDIENCE

NEW YORK, March 15.-
specia) study of the TV audicnee
watching ‘“Today,” _the 1
|moring National Broadcastin,
Company show, indicates that 2
| per cent of all adu
|zcts had scen the program up

5.15. The study was made for
[NBC by Advertest via personal
|interviews of 1,011 TV set-owning
ladults in the New York metro-
| politan arca.
| The su;'vl?y 150
|avel e daily view)
| 56 ll’lm'::utes, 59 for
|48 for men. Males were
peak in the 7
while women
am. with
18-8:15 am.

also showed that

early- |t

Its owning TV |at home at time of show,
to |cent; not up, 8 per cent;
Lee|the time of the survey, February | like Garroway, 3 per cent.

l

ng time was|a speéch applies only
women and |speech of a candidate. Not to a|
at their | speech of the candidate’s manager |
145-8 a.m. period, |or party chairman. The distinc-
peaked at 8:45-9 [tion ls vital.
secondary peak at |[Court also ruled that, altho a

Study Shows Average
Viewing Time 56 Min. |

Alsce the show, 45 per cent said

their reason for not cltchlnf
hal it airs too early, whil
id they were too busy
Other reasons: not |
10 per

don't

ltml

per cent sa
at the time.

e 30 |to

set |in and out of jail three times and | radio station WQXR will present

live broadcasts to studio audi-
ences from its own headquarters

for the first time, now that lts g

new studio is completed. The new
layout has a seating capacity of

{ 189 and complete projection facil-

ities for motlon picturc showinga.
The WQXR Quartet will play at
the first audience shows.

Caley Protests lilinois U,

TV Station Plans . . .
CHICAGO—Charles C Calay.
prexy of the Itlinois Broadeasters
Associalion, appeared before the
annual mecting of the University
of Ilinois trustees here this week
rotest the proposed University
of Minois TV station. The Associ-
ation, said Caley, was opposed lv
use of State funds to build a TV
station on the University's cam-
pus in Urbana until it could be

What |

Continued fromn page 6
to the
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Pennsylvania station may not be

Breakdown of the sudience's|hablc for defamatory words ut-

characteristics showed that 49 per
cerif of the shaw's viewers were
carming $5000 and over, while
only 35 per cent of set-owning
non-viewers were in thal bracket.
The 30-44 age group 15 strongest,
getting 55 per cent of viewers.
{Children were in the families of
75 per cent of the show's viewers.
However, stronges! portion of
{the audience is housewives. Of
|the viewers watching the show
|most frequently, the top third or
“heavy” viewers had a 40 per
cent representation of women 30-
44 years old with children. These
Iavanxed one hour and 21 min-
utes tuned to the show daily,
Occupation study of male
household heads among the
show ‘s followers finds 69 per cent
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tered by a candidate, since the
station is forbidden to censor and
delete the defamatory parts of the
speech, the station is liable for
defamation ultered by the man-
ager or party chairman of the
candidate. Because the court held |
that the station had the legal
right, under the statute, to censor
any political speech, if spoken by
ag:m‘ except a candidate. |

¢ ruling involved s polilical
broadcast in Philadelphia. The
Pennsylvana law in radio and
television defamation, is more fa- |
vorable to the broadeasting sta- |
tion than in most other States. It |
holds that a station is not liable |
for slander or libel if the station
be not at fault, re., if the station's

employees did not utter, or sanc- |

s a Candidate?

that the opposing party, particu-

larly its candidate for city treas-
urer, was “supported. or more or
less controlled by” a Communist
group. The individual who sued
was not a eandidale for office. But
the chairman named him as one
of this Communist group. Falsely
accusing a person as being a Com-
munist is generally held lo be
defamatory. Here the court as-
sumed that the statement in-
volved was Iibelous of the plain-
tiff who sued.

Such hgir-splitting distinctions,
between candidates and pa
managers, cven though o 3
stress the need of greater clarity
in the radio and television statute
passed by Congress. Particularly
as to polilical speeches. And as to
what they can do and can not do.

FCC Edict Cited

The FCC, in a lengthy decision
some time ago, ruled vigorously
that since a station could not cen-
sor the politieal speech of a candi.
date without losing its license. no
State court could impose a liabil-
ity on the station If defamatory
matler were uttered thereon. The

from the { 1 or white  tion, or reasonably know in ad-
collar field, and 29 per cent In|vance, that the words v by the
Ithe unskilled or i-skilled are y. Else-

where, gcm\rally the rule of abso-

group.

Viewer attitudes toward the
show were highlighted by 25 per
cent singling out news covcrage
as its best element, and 22 per
cent voting for Dave Garroway.
Fully 74 per cent indicated the
show needs no improvement,
with the majority of the remaln-
der urging the show be nired later
than its 7-9 aum. slot. Amount of
news aired was deemed just
about right by 83 per eent of
viewers, with 8 per cent saying

cent saying it was too much.

| mation: “not he who is Intended,

!
|
[

was not enough and 9 per |stations. All stations were sued, on

Among sel owners who do mlasuppomna his

lute liability is imposed in defa-
bul he who is hit" Is the test of
liability.
Two Speeches Invelved

In this Philadelphia case, the
chairman of the Republican Cen-
tral Can_u')ai Committee made
twa political speeches over the
Westinghouse station in support
of bis party’s candidates for mu-
mcim offices. These were tran-
scri and rebroadcast by other

the ground

und that the chairman, in

Tand

P Court of Nebraska held
just the opposite. But the Penn.
sylvania rule agrees with the

C’s views. The other States
{:obnbly will agree with Nebras

's Supreme Court.

So broadcasting stations must
be particularly careful and ex-
amine in advance every polilical
speech except that of a candidate.
And under the implieations of a
New York decision there may be
a way of doing that. Such are the
oddities of the statute and of the
divided lnlcrg:tallun thereof by
the courts. ( n&r:sq alone has
power u‘:d clarify situation in a

quick

P

manner.

shown that privately-owned sta-
tions could not do a competent
job of telecasting whatever edu-
cational shows the school had to
offer.

Foley Readies Pic Series
On Coasl Guard . , ,

NEW YORK—George Foley
this week was blueprinting a new
flim scries based on life In the
Coast Guard. The program will
cost $7,500 for five half hours and
will use the full facilities of the
naval service.

Restiess People
And the Revoiving Door , . .

‘William B. McGrath, managing
director of WHDH. Boston. was
elected to the board of directors
of the National Association of Ra-
dio and TV Broadeasters, repre-
senting District 1 (Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Maine New
Hamp:hire, Rhode Island and Ver-
mont) Morgan Rysan and
Mischell Morris were appointed
sales representatives for Freder-
ick W. Ziv, with the former han-
dling  Southeastern  Wisconsin
(headquarters in Milwaukee) and
Morris represcnting Zlv in Indiana
(headquarters in South Bend). ...
Choester Cheek was promoted to
sales manager of WOR's record-
ing department. Riehard F.
©O'Neill has joined the department
as salesman, replacing Cheek. . ..
The Modernaires wiil puest on
CBS-TV's “Star of the Family.”
March 20. ... Lebcester H. Sherrill,
veepee at Batten, Barton, Dur-
stine & Osborn, Inc. for past 15
vears, has joined Ted Bates &
Company in an executive ca
ity, working on (he Standard
rands account Dorothy
Leary. ex-personnel manager of
George Jensen, Inc.. is another new
Bates staffer as personnel direc-
tor, . . . John Wilkoff has joined
co-0p sales at NBC as promotion
manager. . Sid Stons appeared
on the Ken Murzay show last Sat-
urday and went directely from the
studio to Flower-Fifth Avenue
Hospital, New York
underwent surgery.
is reported as g . Ira
Marion, staff script writer for
ABC, will participate in the 10th
Annual Middlebury College Con-
ference at Middlebury, Conn, on
March 22 and Sammy
Roen. formerly publicity director
of Music Corporation of America
and more rccently promotion
manager for WO Orlando,
Fla., has started his own agency
in Orlando, offering advertising,
promotion and booking services.

Autry Vs. Republic
[ ] ‘:unllmflt (rgm page 5

Ruthraulf & Ryan's account exec,
Howard Ketting, who handles the
Wrigley account, testified that
Autry's radio show has sold far
more gum than “Life With Luigi."
show Wrigley repertedly will drop
after its current cycle.

Indications are that Judge Har.
rison will withhold his decision

the Autry case until the Court
of Appeals hands down its ruling
on Roy Rogers® eourt victory over
Republie.

House Would Ban
® Coutinged {romn page 5

sity would be served. The FCC
would be prohibited from asking
a renewal applicant to furnish