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National Poll Pin-Points

Radio’s Disk

3d-Dimension

Color TV Film
Series Planned

Donovan to Use
Bolex-Stereo for
‘Cowboy G-Men'

NEW YORK, Feb, 21I'—Three-
dimension color is sure to be used
in the production of the second
geries of 13 “Cowboy G-Men"
starring Russel Hayden and
Jackie Coogan. George Shupect,
manager of United Artists’ TV de-
partment, distributor of the TV
film series, is flving to the West
Coast next week to complete ar-
rangemerits with the show’s pro-
ducer, Henry Donovan. Donovan
will use the Bolex-Stereo 3-D
svatem, which will necessitate the
usa of polaroid glasses by the
home viewaer,

UA-TV sales in the last six
weeks have totaled more than
$250.000, Shupert is currently ne-
gotiating for distribution of » new
15-minute dramatic series

Entitled “Telegram,” the series
is hased on actual incidents n
which the receipt or sending of a
telegram changed a person's life.
Steve Sharff 15 producer of the
SEries,
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NEW YORK, Feh. 21. — New

palterns of time-buying by the
| top-spending sponsors in  both
' network radis and TV have been

20% Cabaret Tax
Hits Disk Jockeys

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—Calfe and
nitery  operators all around the
country who have disk jockeys or
varistions thereof airing from
their premises have been thrown
into something of a tizzy by re-
ports that the federal government
is woing to insist on collection of
the 20 per cent cabaret tax during

NBC Kiddie Show
Outpulls Godfrey

NEW YORK, Feb, 21. — The
Arthur Godfrey Columbia Brood-
caiting System's morning TV
strip was substantially outpulled
by the new “Ding Dong School”
moppet strip on the National
Broadeasting Company's video
network, during the first week in
February, according to a five-city
competitive Trendex. Average
rating for the [first half hour of
Godirey during the weck of Feb-
ruacy 2 thru 6 was 4.4 in com-
parison with “Ding Dong's" 6.8

hroadeasting hours. The drive has
taken effect here first, with the
result that some operators already
have had their rooms vacated as
broandcasting origination points,
while others are awaiting final
determination

Chandler's Restaurant, New
Yark, which housed Barry Gray's
nocturnal palaver uniil last week,
reportedly is to be the guinea pig.
Trade reports have it that the
Fieds have demanded that Chand-
ler’s fork over two years' back
taxes at the rate of about 51,400
per week, Owner Lou Rubin was
out of town and unavailable for
leomment and manapger Jack
[ Brown would not vommit himsell

handles all such business affairs

] However, the reports that the
tax men are on the move started
some weeks ago. Whether by co-
inctdence or not. several local
places have wound up their shows
tin the interim. These include
| Duke's in Queens, Long Island;
which housged the Lounis Quinn

(Conimnned on page GJ

on the reports, staling that Rubin |
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Spinners
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Radio-TV Sponsors Evolve
New Patterns for Time Buys

shaping up this season, an ! were
| underlined by major moves in
both media this week. On the TV
side, the bankrollers are becom-
ling convinced that the high cosi
of the medium reguires the opti-
mum discounts stemming from
concentration of programing on a
single network. In radio, the trend
definitely is away from the for-
mer practice of identification with
key personalities and properties,
and a move toward diffusion of
programing which results in max-
imum frequency of impressions.

Thesze developments derive
from several material factors. Ba-
sic is the tightening economic
situation and the hardening com-
petitive struggle. The lessened
ivalue and reduced number of
major personalities in AM, de-
spite the continued results it pro-
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ANDREWS GALS
PREFER CADS

TORONTO, Feb. 21—Three
omplovees of the National
Motor Show here have be-
come the show's Cus-
tomers. Thev are the An-
drews Sisters, who are doing
a twice-daily program al the
show., They each ordered
Cadillacs. In addition, they
ordered a Studebaker ({or
their booking agent, Harry
Rome, and a Chevrolet for
their manager. Lou Rogers
Just how generous can you
be with vour employers?
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duces, has turned he sponsors
maore and more toward the nu-
merous tandem and staggered

Show Growth

Records Occupy

Half of Average

Station’s Time
Statistics Revealed
By Billboard's Nat'l

Managers’ Survey

Br NEV CEINIMAN
NEW YOREK, Feb. 21.—The re-
sults of the first radio station
managers survev conducted by
The Billboard (page 49 of this
issue) point up the fact that aver
the past vears the reshaping of

‘| over-all program structure of the

nation's almost 2400 AM radio
stations has developed to the

| point that now the average sia-

tion devotes nearly half of iis
total air time to disk jockey and
other recorded music shows. Tho
this has been a generally ac-
cepted trend which has been ac-
celernted by rising operating
costs and the growing impact of
television, this survey which was
made in conjunction with Thea
Billboard's annual disk jockey
poll is the first report that gives
statistical proof to the fact and
shows the extent to which this
development has progressed over
the country as a whole,

Stations across the counkry re-

participation plans. In video, the
(Corntinued on ,.age 3)

ported an average of 113.2 hours
{Continued on page 16)

COLGATE NIXES S

TARS

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—Some of
the top names in show business
who kave been making TV ap-
pearances on the “All Star Revue”
via the National Broadcasting
Company have been rejected by
Colgate for inclusion on that spon-
gsors “Comedy Hour" series. Col-
gate has been formally offered the
entire “All Star” roster of talent
by NBC. after the latter series
winds up its run in April in the
8- p.m. Saturday time.

Already. the Colpate toppers
have decided that only two of the
current “All Star' roster are ac-
ceptuble for inclusion on “Comedy
Hour." These are Jimmy Durante
and Martha Raye.

This means that among those
who have handled "All Star”
shows who now will have to seek
new berths are George Jessel,
Tallulah Bankhead, Dennis Day,

Picks Only Miss Raye,
Durante From ‘Revue’

pearing on "Comedy Hour" will
be weeded out to make room [or
the newcomers. The Colgate litie-
up has used, among others, Martin
and Lewis, Bob Hope and Eddis

{Continued on paue 6)

Index

Ben Blue and Perry Como. When
Durante and Miss Raye join the
Colpate fold, it is also deemed

likely that some talent now ap-
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Two books and two industry
organizational efforts took care of
a few moments this week when I
didn't have enough to do. Bob
Lanigan, of the Brooklyn Daily
Eagle, Thursday, collected some
dozen of us who wateh television
for all or part of our coffee and
rakes. Bob is attempting to creatg
a New York Television Critics'
Circle in the general mold of the
ditto drama and film critics'

groups. Certainly TV can utilize

the conscientious efforts of such a
body, which figures to be at least
as qualified to make broad critical
comment re television program-
ing as the hundred and one
groups who currently dish out
awards and knocks.

Efforts have been made before,
however, to create such a circle,
and for one reason or another,
have failed. We hope Bob's try
works out, and it certainly has
our wholehearted support.

The members of the music and
record branch of the business,
meanwhile, have been rassling
around trying te put together a
strictly social elub. This, as it
turns out, is the most enchant-
ingly named group I've been
mixed up with in "years. It's
called “The Lyres Club” If I
could remember who originally
proposed that presently chartered
monicker, I would certainly throw

him a credit line here.

At any rate the Lyres is com-
posed of gents (and ladies, if they
care to join) from all segments of
the music-record business. There
are writers and publishers, and
record men and press agents—
gathered together for no more se-
rious a purpose than to be in one
lannther's company. The simple
| fact that most of these fellows see
;Each other at lunch, dinner or
during business hours at least on
several of the seven days in the
week seems to have dampened
the enthusiasm of no one in the
music industry for bringing into
existence the Lyres. A fine and
well - loved character named
Henri Rene is temporary presi-
dent of the organization, and if
you're associated in any way with
the words and music dodge I'd
suggest you join.

The books I'm talking about
gave me several hours of enter-
tainment and information. First
15 a novel (his first) by Arnold
Shaw, who is professional man-
ager of Duchess Music, one of Lou
Levy's firms, and active inciden-
tally in the formation of the
Lyres. Arnold's tome is titled
“The Money Song” and i5 an in-
teresting little tale about an
idealistic would-be song writer,
who learns about the pop music
business with one hand, while

ard Backstage

strugpgling thru a love affair with
the other. While the Saturday
Review, and other literary com-
mentators have derided Arnold’s
effort for alleged lack of depth
and substance, I personally think
they miss the point. Arpold was
making no effmit to write the
IEreat American Novel. He ap-
proached the job in the same way
that a pro song writer walks up
' to the task of trying to write a
down-to-earth pop hit song.

He succeeded in writing a
strictly commercial pop novel,
with ample quantities of the in-
gredients that account for the sale
of multi-million copies of the 25-
cent reprints and originals.

Book No. 2 is of an entirely
different nature, It is "“Twenty-
Two Television Talks." Tran-
seribed from last vear's Broad-
| cast Music, Inec., TV Clinics, it is
as good a collection of sound
thinking and experiences on nu-
merous aspects of video opera-
tions as vou'll find anvwhere.

Those passing on the benefits of
their hard-won personal experi-
ences include Bob Swezey, Ted
'Cott, Abe Schechter, Klaus
Landsberg, Paul Adanti, Roger
\Clipp, Ben Larson. It's the kind
lof a book that yvou'll check into
again and again, for background,
ideas and general help, if you're
in the TV business.

Legit Line-U -

With rave notices garnered by
the New York City Center for its
production of Shaw's “Misalli-
ance,” many production offices
have evinced interest in extend-
ing its scheduled two-weeck run
by bringing the production to
Broadway. Producers interested
are John Golden, Aldrich & My-
ers, Roger Stevens., Lemuel Ay-
ers, The Theater Guild, Kermit
Bloomgarden, Carly Wharton and
Thomas Hammond. The show's
director, Cyril Ritchard, might
handle the transfer chores if ne-
gotiations are wound up before
he leaves to appear in “High
Spirits,” revue co-starring Diana
Churchill, which opens in Edin-
burgh March 31. Ritchard's “Spir-
its” contract permits his with-
drawal on October 3, just in time
for his directorial job here on the
Walter P. Chrysler Jr.-Saftn Lam-
bert prodaction of “Say It With
Flowers.” . . . Charles Feldman
has bought the film rights for
“The Seven Year Itch" for
$225.000, the top figure within the
last few years. The film can't be
released before January 31, 1856,

Closing notice has been posted
for the just - opened musical,
"Waggie," to be rescinded if busi-
ness picks up. If “Maggie” quits,
the next WNational Theater, New
York, tenant will be Tennessee
Williams' "Camino Real” on
March 19. The New Haven Rail-
road will run a show train to
“Real” from New York to New
Haven, Conn., on February 25.

PLAYWRIGHT FUND
UP TO 3G ...
The New Dramatists' Lending

Fund, under the auspicies of the
society of Authors® Representa-
tives, has so far collected $30,000
to lend to new writing talent
without interest or collateral. On
March 1 a drive will be launched
to raise the figure to $100,000. A
young dramatist applving for
subsistence must do so thru an
authorized Dramatist Guild agent,
with a letter from the agent ex-
plam;ng the writer's status, fi-
nancially and az a playwright.
John Golden and two other peo-
ple who would prefer to be
nameless have submitted the 30G.

Gordon Pollock, electrician for
“New Faces of 1952, has signed
Maria Tallchief, Andre Eglevsky,
Melissa Hayden, Francisco Mon-
cion and Patricia Wilde for a First
Ballet Quintet to tour Texas and
the Southeast, opening in Houston
March 23 for three davs. . .
Stanley Gilkey has acquired the
touring righits to “The Male Ani-
mal,” with most of the players
associated with the Broadway
run leaving town on March 9....
"A Certain Joy,” with Margo.
Walter Matthau, Joe De Santis
and Ruth Warrick, closed Satur-
day (21) in Philadelphia, thus de-
ferring the Broadway opening. ...
Also deferred is “The Wrastling
and the Fall," which marks Barry
Hyams' bow as a producer. Re-
hearsals have been delaved on
this one.... Constance Bennett
took off Thursday (19) {from
Springfield, Mass.,, on a national

tour of George Batson's “I Found
April.”.,. Roger Stevens has ac-
quired the rights to “Escapade,”

a London hit, for the Playwrights'

. | moral

Company, The play is considered
good for Jessica Tandy and Hume
Cronyn.... Lili Darvas will play

the role in “Horses in Midstream™ | _
'trimmed one, fitted to the mechani-

intended for Francoise Rosay.
French actress. The Latter
couldn't obtain a visa from the
U. 5. Embassy.... RCA Victor
will record an original cast album
of JH&in Flagg" over this week-
L ad pha

TONYS TO BE GIVEN
ON MARCH 29...

The American Theater Wing will
make its Antoinette Perry {Tony)
Awards at the Waldorf-Astoria
March 29.... Five members of
the Evervman Theater, Vancou-
ver, B. C., were fined $20 or 10
days and theater owner Charles
Nelson, $50 or 20 days, for pre-
sentation of the “indecent, im-
and obscene” “Tobacco
Road,” said the court. They are
appealing. ... 51, John Terrell's
fifth Music Cireus season, Lam-
bertville, N. J., bows June 5 with
“Sweethearts,” followed by “Pan-
ama Hattie," “The Fortune Tell-
er,” “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,”
“Die Fledermaus™ and others. ...
The Bermuda Theater opened its
third spring season February 17
with Edward Everet! Horton in
"Rookery Nook." ... Alfred Drake
will open Monday (23) in “Man
and Superman” for a week of The
 Penn Valley Play Series at Nar-
berth, Pa.... The *“Superman”

bill is also the Equity Community
Theater's second show which
opened last night (20) at the
DeWitt Clinton High School, the
Bronx.

Picture Busines

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 21.—You
can expect incendiary facts to
come to light fellowing ¢ govern-
ment investigation into the pro-
duction of a feature length film
being produced at Silver City,
N. M. Associaled with this pro-
duction are persons named before
congressional commitiees as being
members of the Communist party.

The Hollyvwood American Fed-
eration of Labor Film Council,
composed of mnearly all labor
groups in the film industry, called
on the federal government to im-
mediately look inito the Silver
City film venture. Results of such
an investigation will show the
subject matter of this film and
what ends its producers hope to
achieve by its exhibition. Where
the film is intended to be shown
will also be of interest,

Those making the film include
Herbert and Edward Biberman,
Gale Sondergaard, Paul Perlin,
Paul Jarrico and Herman Wald-

———pB~ LEE ZHITO

man also known as David Waolf,
according to the AFL Film Coun-
cil. Associated with these persons
in the film's production is the In-
ternational Union of Mine, Mill &
Smelter Workers and its Local
890. This union was ousted from
thﬂl Congress of Industrial Organi-
zations for being under Commu-
nist control. This union, and the
above named ex-Hollywoodites,
are producing the feature length
film, reportedly using hundreds of
Mexicans and Americans of Mexi-
can descent in various scenes. It
is interesting to note that these
persons scheduled to appear in
the film were told that the picture
15 a “major Hollywood produc-
tion."

Apprehension over the film pro-
duction is felt in various Holly-
wood guarters.

It seems only proper that the
Film Council should be duly
credited for bringing this matter
to the goverment's attention, The

motion picture industry during
i

S e

the postwar years has been the
target of many unfounded
charges. In the years when it was
fighting a losing battle at the
box office for audiences, the
charges that America’s movie col-
ony was riddled with Reds didn't
help in bringing back the patrons.
The industry weathered the
storms and paid for the sins of a
few. It then cleaned its own
house, kicking out the mislead in-
dividuals who insisted on remain-
ing loyal to the Commie line,

Now that some of these persons
suddenly appear on the film-
|making scene again and under
questionable circumstances, the
Film Council has moved in the
interest of the American people
and freedom's cause in alerting
the government te the situation
and in calling for an investiga-
tion.

The facts that will come to light
will be interesting, so watch for

them.
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.—In-
cident at this week’s annual "I
Speak for Democracy” luncheon
sponsored by Radio-Television
Manufacturers' Association and
National Association of Radic and
Television Broadcasters:

When Dr. Earl James McGrath,
U.S5. Commissioner of Education,
was presented with a TV set by
RTMA Vice-President James Se-
erest in behalf of RHTMA and
NARTBE, the federal official whis-
perec. with feigned seriousness to
his neighbor, Republican Sen,
Margaret Chase Smith, of Maine:
“Is this gift legal?” Associate
Justice Tom Clark, of the Supreme
Court, seated nearby, apparently
overheard the “aside" and broke
into a grin. Then Dr. McGrath
laughingly said, "I'm sure it's legal
for me to accept this since my
witnesses include representatives
of the legislative and judicial
branches of the government.”

IKE MAY TRIM UP
TV CONFERENCES . . .

The tailored styvle of this week's
opening news conference by Pres-
ident Dwight D, Eisenhower isn’t
popular with some of the Washing-
ton press, but the vogue is likely
to remain at least for any future
televised conferences. President
Eisenhower set a precedent when
he put a limit on the length of the
press conflerence, Also, he created
a new pattern when he consumed
the bulk of the time by Ybriefing"
the newsmen on topics of his own
choosing, leaving precious little
time for questions from the press.
This was in sharp contrast with the
free-wheeling manner of his pred-
ecessors—President Harry
Truman and President Franklin D,
Roosevelt. With the welcome mat
out for at least one live TV con-
ference a month the televised
news confab is sure to be a well-

ral requirements of network pro-
gram schedules, camera crews and
other technicians. The limitations

Lewis C. Lebish's Third
Installment on Tax for Show
People Begins on Page 106.

BROADWAY
SHOWLOG

Performances thru
February 21. 1953

DRAMAS
Bernarding ., ... .. Viasess M-1h; "52 150
i Playhouse)
Dial “M** for Murder,.....10-29, 52 1%
iPlymopiath)
John Brown's Bedy ..,..... 2-14,'53 9
Centuryy
Mid-Summer . 1-21,'53 7
IVarderhilt)
Misalllamee ;. fems amann 2-18,'52 3
[City Cemter)
PRcrlE .. e ee s ananans 2:19, ‘53 4
On Barrawed Time.oouveaa- 2-10, '53 15
[40th Strest)
The Children's Hous...... 12418, '52 Th
{Coraneth
The Crutible ... . ..cvas, 1-2€, '53 3b
iMartin Beck)
The Doep Biuoe Sea.,,......11- 5,753 125
{Mardsce)
The Fifth Sezsan. ...eee... 1-23,"53 35
1Coril
The Fourpotier . (10-25,°51 550
(Galdeny
The Love of Four Colonels.. 1-15, ‘53 - 44
[Shuberid
The Moon Is Blue........ 3- 8,51 811
[Herry Miller)
The  Seven-Year Itch.......11-30,"52 108
EFwltan)
The Time of ihe Cuckoo..,.10-35, 52 149
(Empire]
Time Qut for Ginger......11:25 '51 101
[Lyeeum]
MUSICALS
An Ewening With Beatrice
] ) L T R 10--2,'52 1h5
(Boathd
Guys and Bolls.. covrnwan- 12-15, ‘80 1,013
[AGth Sireei)
Hazel Flagy ......caeioae, 211,53 13
{Hellinger)
Mmlt (] LA I i 2'15.‘53 5
iNatiomal)
MNew Faces of 1952 ....... S5-1b, 'E2 324
{Royale)
Fal JOBY .. ....ccesnseens 1= 352 #F6
{Broadhurstl
Sowih Pacific ... ca0ne.: 8= 7,89 159
(Majestic)
The King and T, ..0ceeenes 319, "510 795
(5t James)
Twe's Comparmy ....ccee-- 12-15, '52 73
[Alwin}
Wish You Were Here...... B-25 52 IT7
Imperial)
COMING UP
{Week of Fevruary 233
‘Wonderful Town . ......... 2-25,'53
iWinter Garden]
[ ]
CLOSED
Leowe's Labour's Lott..onua. 2-1%, '53 15
(City Center)
(Opened  2-4 ‘53)
The Emperor’s Clothes. ..., 2-21, 53 16
(Barrymare}
"upe“'!ﬂ 1‘9- r53]

Washington Once-Over

= By BEN ATLAS

extend even bevond that. The
chamber in which the presidental
conferences are held in the ald

State Department building is none .

too capacious. Newsmen this week
were barred from standing in the
aisles. A balcofiy accommodated the
overflow which had to wait until
after the newsreel cameras had
cleared out. Just where TV equip-
ment can be crowded in is a tough
problem. The conference room is
already a forest of “mikes” hitched
to & public address system, There's
barely room now for an armed
force crew which puts the pro-
ceeding on tape, One thing is cer-
tain: TV even before its entry is
changing the presidental news con-
ferences style. Newsmen in asking
questions at future confabs won't
be surprised if the President asks
them to adjust ties and “step to
the nearest microphone please.”

REP, TELLS OF
TIPSINESS . . .

House Interstate and Foreign
Commerce Committee's hearing on
F_edEraI Communications Commis-
sion business caused a stir at the
press table when one of the com-
mittee members revealed a new
and cheap way to get drunk. Ac-
cording to testimony read into the
record by Rep. Carl Hinshaw (R.,
Calif.), a fellow can get the stag-
gers from excesses of radio and TV.
At least that's the way TV and
radio can affect children, or so it
seems from an article cited by thae
congressman. The article, which
appeared in a publication of the
California Parent-Teachers Asso-
ciation, claimed that TV and radio

5.| shows provide kiddies with an es-

cape, drugging them like alcohol,
Whispered comments were ex-
changed hastily at the press table;
“Television typsiness,” “megacycle
madness,"” “delirium televisions.™
.« - Hearing's loudest chuckle eame
while Rep. James I. Dolliver (R,
Ia.), was cross-gquestioning FCC
Chairman Paul A. Walker. Com-
menting on delays in TV hearing
cases, Dolliver wanted to know
if Welker could supply the com-
mittee with a copy of FCC's rules
on contested TV application pro-
cedure. Walker said the agency
would comply but the rules are
being constantly revised. “Then,”
sald Congressman Dolliver, “would
you say that any rules you have
this week might be obsolete by
next month?” “"Oh No,” replied
Chairman Walker, “we wouldn’t
act that fast.”

~ Paris
Peek

By ANNE MICHAELS

. PARIS, Feb. 21.—The possibil-
ity that the U. 8. unions may bar
tl'_m- importation of foreign-made
pilctures for American TV has
thrown Paris® film men into a
state of turmeoil. If America want-
ed to create bad will among the
European_ industry, they feel, this
could be the easiest way to do jt.
Singe French films have no
wholesale market in the U. S,
while American flicks make a
large amount of their profit in
European markets, the film indus-

(Continued on page 109)
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EASTER PARADE

Webs Plan on
New Angles of
TV Coverage

NEW YORE., Feb. 21. — The
National Broadcasting Company's
TV network this week was con-
sidering offering Sonja Henie as
a partial substitute for the kind
of coverage it has provided on
Easter Sunday in the past. Miss
Henie would be presented in a
one-shot of selected portions of
her “1953 Ice Revue" at a price
estimated at $65,000. The location
of the arena from which the show
will emanate is nqt vet set.

NBC-TV, however, will alzo
cover the April 3 Easter Parade
this year, but like the other webs,
will handle it in a different man-
ner. The networks will pick up
the Fifth Avenue doings from
vantage points above the throng,
with a minimum of interviews.
All the webs last season received
numeraus complaints from view-
ers who felt that the nets were
over-commercializing the holiday.

The American Broadcasting
Company, meanwhile, came up
with the first potential sponsor
for its Easter package. Servel has
taken an option on two hours of
ABC-TV time and one hour of
ABC radio time, The programs
would feature cut-ins from such
places as Hollvwood and Wash-
ington, in addition to New York
origination, to enhance the pro-
gram: values, and will likely in-
clude ballet and musical produc-
tion.

CBS-TV Eying
Beity Hutton

NEW YORK, Feb. 21. — Betty
Hutton this week was being con-
sidered by the Columbia Broad-
casting System's TV network for
an important time period. The
aclress-singer is being marketed
by the William Morris Agency,
which is demanding a long-term
contract at a sizable fee.

CBS-TV would like to feature
her in a wvariety format that
would probably originate from
the West Coast. The network is
attempting to build a strong pro-
graming line-up following Jackie
(rleason on Saturdavs and Miss
Hutton would fit right into the
8-9:30 slot. "

BMI-BAB Set

Seven Clinics

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—Seven
dates have so far been set for the
two-dav program-sales clinics to
be sponsored jointly this spring
ard summer by Broadeast Music,
Inc., and Broadcast Advertising
Bureau.

The hotels and starting dates
are: Milwaukee, Plankinton Ho-
tel, May 25; Detroit, Fort Shelby
Hotel, June 10; Louisville, Seel-
bach Hotel, June 17: Portland,
Ore., Multnomah Hotel, June 24:
Denver, Cosmopolitan Hotel, July
1: Roanoke, Va.,, Roanoke Hotel,
July d; and Minneapolis, Radis-
son Hotel, July 9,

NOTHING ODD
ABOUT FCC-ERS

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21—
Chairman Paul A. Walker, of
the Federal Communications
Commission, on being ques-
tioned by the House Inter-
state and Foreign Commerce
Committee yesterday (20) as
to whether the FCC staff is
adequate, turned to an assist-
ant and asked for figures on
the specific number of per-
sonnel requested in the new
budget.

The reply came as follows:
“The budget calls for some
1,280-0dd people., or, ah,
should I say slightly more
than 1,280." Walker, chuck-
ling, said: “Mr. stenographer,
please leave out all references
to anybody around the FCC
being odd.”

Lever's $4.5 Mil

Surf Account
Goes fo BBD&0

NEW YOREK, Feb. 21 —Batten,

designated to handle the $4,500,.-
000 Lever Brothers' Surf account.
The billings were formerly held
by N. W. Ayer.

The account is Lthe larpgest
piece of new business to enter
B.B.D.&O. since the Lucky Strike
business moved over there. Surf,
which has been far outdistanced
by its Procter & Gamble com-
petitive product, Tide, in the
strupgle for sales, will undoubt-
edly be in the markel for a day-
time TV program shortly.

The shift alse underlines the
uneasiness of the giant Lever
Brothers firm with 1iis agencies
during the last several years, the
result of post-Charlie Luckman
shakes. Near the end of 1952
Ruthrauff & Ryvan lost the Spry
and Rinso accounts to Foote, Cone
& Belding, and Hewitt, Ogllvy,
Benson and Mather, respectively,
a 37,000,000 blow.

Barton, Durstine & Osborn this/
week hit the jackpot when it was |

® Continued from page 1

New Patterns of- Time-Buying
Evolving in Both Radio & TV

Major Sponsors Find Ways to Cut
Costs, Yet Reach Wider Audiences

pecially of time, because of new
markets constantly opening up,
has made even industrial giants
look for ways to cut co-ts without
lessening their use of the medium.
The TV Picture

TV-wise, Colgate's decision this
week to shift “The Bip Payoff”
from the National Broadcasting
Company to the Colivmbia Broad-
casting System on March 30 de-
rives directly from the latter fac-
lor. A top Colgale exec told The
Billboard this week that the shift
will save the sponsor close to
£1.000.000 per vear over the cost
of airing its daytime strips on
separate webs., The saving comes

mounting costs of talent and es- gmainly from the 25 per cent con-

tiguous rate discount obtained by
shifting to CBS-TV, where the
sponsor has *Strike It Rich" air-
ing davitime. Colgate considered
shifting the latter to NBC as an
aliernative plan, but the contigu-
ous discount there is 23 per cent,
The two per cent saving decided
the firm on going to CBS.

Similarly, the decision by
Lever Brothers to move "Video
Theater” out of its wvaluable
8-8:30 slot in the polent Monday
line-up of CBS-TV to the 3-8:30
period Thursdayvs, just prior to
the bankroller's “Big Town"”
show, was made for the same
reason. The contiguous rate sav-

‘THE BIGGER SHOW?’

NEW YORK, Feb, 21.—A new
“mystery” radio project was in
the works at the National Broad-
casting Company this week, with
top brass known to be pinning
high hopes on its having the same
beneficial effect upon AM as did
the onset of “The Big Show" a
couple of seasons back. The
stanza is classified top secret,
with one topper comparing it, in
relative terms of the s&t‘u]‘it}r im-
posed, with the A-bomb’s Man-
hattan project. However, 1t was
learned that among the personali-
ties to be involved in the series
are President Dwight Eisenhower,
ex-President Harry 5. Truman,
Adlai Stevenson and Bing Crosby
and such film luminaries as Greg-

ABC-UPT
1-2 Punch

‘major radio programing move
stemming from the American
Broadcasting Company - United
Paramount Theaters merger was
made this week when the ARBC
radio web decided to throw a one-
two punch, music and news, at
TV in the struggle for audiences.
Beginming March 14, the network
will air its new [are, which has
sdone so well for local stations,
Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays.
Respective emsees will be Mar-
garet Wkiting, Burgess Meredith
and Jan Peerce.

Other moves were also made
this week to strengthen the
newly merged organization. Wil-
| liam Phillipson was named gen-
eral manager of its Western

and the ABC eagle on a “federal
mirrar’’ has been adopted as the
ABC trade-mark in radio and TV
by the organization.

Luckies Weigh Further
Radio-TV Retrenchment

NEW YORK, Feb. 21 —Lucky
Strike cigarettes this week was
weighing still further retrench-
ments in its radio-TV advertising
operation, The sponsor already

has dropped “Biff Baker” on the
Columbia Broadeasting System's
TV network, and has surrendered
the time. ;
Prospect is also that it may
cancel its ownership of the Sun-
day night 7-7:30 slot on the Co-
lumbia Broadeasting System's ra<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>