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Talent, Unions and Agem‘s
Put Clamps on Telethons

THIEVES STEAL
PUPPET STOCK

CHICAGO, Oct. 31.— Sid
Krofft, puppeteer and star of
the current “Ice Charades” at
the Boulevard Room of the
Conrad Hilton Hotel, is asking
members of the show business
trade to be on the loockout for
six of his puppets which were
stolen from his automobile
here this week. The puppets
were hand carved by EKrofft's
father, now deceased.

“The puppets are very valu-
able, but to me they represent
more in sentiment. I am of-
fering a $200 reward for their
return. There were two
skeletons, two Frankensteins,
one clown and one Sonja
Henie puppet in the hox
which was taken from the car
by the thieves who cut thru
the convertible top.

hunkhend Set
On Hedda TV

NEW YORK, Oct. 31—
Tallulah Bankhead has been cast
for the title role of Henrik
Ibsen's “Hedda Gabler,” to be
televised on the “United States
Steel Hour” late this year. Miss
Bankhead, who has never pla eﬂ
in a full lengl:h video drama
already accepted the part c-f 1.he
alternate week ABC-TV show.

She is to be supported by an
all-star cast, yvet unsettled.

Unions Discuss
New Theater
Authorify Plan

East Group Would
Control Benefits,
Split Percentages

NEW YORE, Oct. 31.—A re-
activation of the Eastern Theater
Authority is now being
thru which benefits in a
ums, including radio and televi-
sion, will be cleared.

Reps of the member unions of
the Associated Artists and Aec-
tors of America met Wednesday
(28) with officers of various or-
ganizations, including the small

medi-

" actors unions, to discuss ways and

Il'.l-Eﬂl‘.lE.i

Participating iIn the confab
were the American Guild of Va-
riety Artists, who broke up the
old TA when it pulled out of the
body; the American Federation
of Television and Radip Artists;
Equity; Screen Actors' Gulld
American Guild of Musical Art-
ists; the various religious denom-
matinnal actors' unions; Authors’
League, and New York Theater

League,
' Tentative Plans
Under the tentative plans dis-
cussed all benefits would have to
(Continued on page 21)

Industry-Wide AFM
Pacts Up in 3 Mos.

NEW YOREK, Oct. 31.—Within
the next 90 days James C. Petril-
lo, president of the American Fed-
eration of Musicians, will be en-
gaged jin negotiating contracts
covering employment of ‘musi-
cians in almost every phase of the
entertainment industry. In addi-
tion to the pact with the recarding
and transcription firms which ex-
pires on December 31, the AFM's
contracts with radio and TV net-
works, motion picture studios and
television film producers expire
on Janum 31. This week, the

J' x{ took the first ste
toward settling the new contrac
with record and transcription
companies.

Petrillo’s official notice to the
latter interests read: “Pursuant to
Section 8-D of the Labor Manage-
ment Relations Act, 1947 (Taft-
Hartley), we herehr notify you
that our current agreement termi-
nates on December 31, and offer
to meet and confer with you at
mutually convenient times and
Em:ea for the purpose of negotiat-

g the new contract.” The same
or a similar notice can be expect-
éd to be sent to the radio, TV,
motion picture and TV film firms
60 days prior to January 31.

TV Film Section

‘Begins on Page 6

Involved in the negotiations
with the record, transcription and
TV film companies are trust
funds; the other contracts do not
include provisions for such con-
tributions to a fund, All the nego-
tiations will be watched carefully
on several levels insofar as the
incursions of mechanical musie
have caused much agpravation
among the federation’s members.

(Continued on page 22)

RECORDS TELL
US ALL ABOUT
THIS HUMILITY

NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—It
figured to happen. One disk
just released by the fledgling
label, Front Page Hecords, 1§
titled "Humilitﬁ' Also being
rushed out is Monarch Rec-
ords' “Dear Mr. Godirey.”
The latter was written and
recorded by Ruth Wallis this
week and is being advertised
as “sung with plenty of hu-
mility — this record can Be
played on the air.” The “Hu-
mility” platter was cut by
comic Phil Gordon, who some
years ago was a winner of
one of the early Arthur God-
frey "“Talent Scouts" pro-
grams,

AGVA Local in
Pittsburah Bars
DJ Guestings

PITTSBURGH, Oct. 31. — Nat
Nazarro Jr,, local American Guild
of Variety Artists rep, put a
damper on practically all the
record promotion stunts being
done in this area by disk artists,
He banned all live radio inter-
w:;ws where an audience is pres-
ent.

Nazarro also said that no
AGVA member could attend any
of the many teen-age dances in
the area where a disk jockey is
hired to play the records and in-

}utes record stars in town to drop
and visit.
Hazarm said that too man

promoters had been taking ad-
vantage of the record star's de-
sire to appear before a teen-age
audience and has been commer-
cializing on these free appear-
ances. He also added that he
realized this may affect radio
shows that have done the artists
a lot of good, but the evil was
growing so fast that a sweeping
ruling had to be made. Excep-
tions would be considered as they

were presented.

Call Charity Shows
Damage to Industry

Ban Placed So Far on Network Shows;
New Authority to Screen Local Drives

NEW YORE, Oct. 31.—Network
telethons which have drawn so
often upon the top talent names
in the country this week became
a thing of the past, as the com-
bined forces of talent, unions and
talent agents joined to eliminate
what many leading show business
people regard as a threat to the
amusement industry, George Hel-
ler, executive secretary of the
American Federation of Televi-
sion and Radio Actors, told The
Billboard that the talent unions
have jointly decided to forbid
their members to make further
appearances on network tele-
thons. The ban immediately af-
fected the Dean Martin-Jerry
Lewis four-hour telethon slated
for Thanksgiving Eve via ABC-
TV, in a8 fund drive for the
Muscular Dyst &h}r Assumatmns.

Heller stated that Theater A
thority is being completely re::-r-
ganized to handle the telethon
situation and will have full fu-
ture control over all benefits,
(See other story this page.) Heller
said that local telethons, on a
strictly supervised and individu-
ally approved basis, will be per-
mitted.

The amusement industry, while
not finding fault with the com-

mendable humanitarian puwrposes
for which funds are sought thru
use of name talent, does con-
demn what it terms the over-use
of the telethon as a money-raising
means. The chief problem cre-
ated by them is the drain on time
and talent, and the very economie
reason that entertainers feel it is
bad practice, since they virtually
donate their acts for national ex-
posure, cutting down their poten-
tial e power. In addition, it

(Cdntinued on —age 3)

Study Set on

Sports Ban

WASHINGTON, Oct. 31.—A
new look at restrictive sports
" | broadcasting will be taken by the
Sports Committee of the National
Association of Radio and Tele-
vision Broadcasters, scheduled to
meet on November 23 in New
York. NARTB thinks public sup-
port is growing for unrestricted
coverage of sporiz events, and
will line up its arguments agamﬂt
the Johnson Bill, which will come
up for a vote when Congress
meets.

NO HUMBLE—HUMILIATED

Small Contract Print Puts
Musician in Men’s Room

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 31, —If
Spade Cooley says on his TV show
tonight that what it needs s more
humility, comic musician Leo

(Ukie) Sherin has promised he'll!contract that calls for Sherin’s ap-

retort he never was so humiliated
in his life.

It depends on the way you look
at 1t—whether Sherwin will be
properly humble or humiliated.
It’'s all because of the fine Prmt
in a contract, the letter *M,
unforgotten “practical joke" ami a

"Dragnet’ Recordings Give
Video Program Big Boost

By JOE MARTIN

NEW YOREK, Oct. 31.—The rise
of the "Drag'net“ television show
to the No. 1 spot in national TV
ratings (see separate story in
radio-TV) is seen by many ob-
servers in the phonograph record
and video industiries as the first
concrete evidence that a hit re-
cording can be one of the best
promotional devises available to
telecasters,

While the Jack Webb film se-
ries has been one of the top 10 or
15 suows on TV for some time, it
picked up its ratings :lramahr:all;,r
since the Ray Anthony orchestira’s

instrumen “Dragnet” entered

The Billboard best-selling records | by
listing,

The latter recording was
quickly followed and supplanted
by the Stan Freberg parody on
the shnw= “St. George and the
Dragonet.”

Ups Ratings

While records directly related
to specifie television programs
have been issued both before and
since the click of “Dragnet” and
the parody, this is the only in-
stance in which the recording is
generally credited with an assist
in upping audience ratimgs. "1
Love Lucy,” the couniry’'s No. 1

television show, until dethruneﬂl

by “Dragnet,"” worked hard at
rﬂmutm a Columbia Records
155ue of “I Love Lucy” and "Lucy
Had a Baby." recorded by Desi
Arnaz,

The recording sold fairly well,
but meant nothing to the video
show, Also directly related to
programs were such disks as
“Mr. Peepers,” “Martin Kane
Theme,” “The Ho-Ho Song” cou-
pled with “Strange Things Are
Happening"” and “Danger.”

None of these disks, no matter
their pnpulantgv proved to have
much of an effect on the ratings

(Continued on page 48)

promise to “get even”
what it's all about.

Cooley this week signed the
comic-musician to a firm 13-week

Here's

pearance on Spade’s KTLA Satur-
day night show and playing at
opade’s direction at the BSanta
Monica Ballroom. The fine print,
which Sherin himsell admits he
didn’t read, specified the artist
N must play in the “M" Room. Well,
sir, never having played the ball-
room, Sherwin figured it stood for
any one of a dozen things—"Mural
Roem,” “Musgic Room,"” for ex-
ample,

The ink hardly had time to dry
(Continued on page 3)
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kstage

Save for the interest kindled by | Miss Ferber got the idea of doing | the day like a gold rush. Hereto-

the Edna Ferber novel, Show
Boat, some 25 vears ago, the old-
time river showboats  would long
have passed from the American
scene, much as did the venerable
minstrels shows of another era.
As it happens, and as chronicled
here briefly a few weeks back,
there still remain afleat and in
operation two of the old-time
floating theaters, Capt. J. W.
Menke's Golden Rod, now nearing
its 20th year of a stock run at the
foot of Locust Street, 5t. Lous,
and Capt. Tom Reynolds' Majes-
tic, out of Point Pleasant, W. Va,,
which in recent years has been
plyving the Ohio River and its
tributaries under the sponsorship
of wvarious Ohio college pgroups.

Back in about 1525 there were
scarely more than a half dozen
showboats still making the Ohio
and Mississippl rivers and their
tributaries. Half pf them were
worn to a frazzle by long vears
of service: the others were finding
the going increasingly difficult
due to the inroads of the radio
and talking pictures, which had
sharpened river-town natives to
the point of being blase. Old-time
river mellers no longer measured
up in the minds of the towners
with the product turned out by
the radio and film folks. The com-
petition was reflected in the mea-
ger takes being garnered at show-
boat box offices.

her novel which later was to be
pictured on stage and screen. The
plot was to be laid on an old-time
Ohio River showboat, and to scare
up material she sought to wvisit
and spend some time aboard a‘
floating theater. She wrote to

Capt. J. W. Menke, who at that the ridicule that big-city audi- |
|time was operating two show-!ences might heap on the old-time |

boats, the Golden Rod and the
Sensation, asking if she might
come on for several weeks to set
the nucleus and baekgmum:l for |
a novel she was writing. Being
unfamiliar with the Ferber han-
dle, Captain Menke filed the letter |
in a cubby hole in his ecabin
quarters, and promptly forgot
about it.

Not to be deterred, Miss Ferber
soon made contact with Charles

Hunter, who at that time operated | Showboats soon became the dar- |
the James E. Adams Floating  lings of the big town. Month-long |

Theater, playing river towns in!
the Cheasapeake Bay area out of
Elizabeth City, N. C. Hunter bade
her come on, and it was on that
craft that Miss Ferber wrote Show |
Boat. In her writing Miss Ferber
described the construction of an |
Ohio River showboat, while ac-
tually her description was that of
the James E. Adams. The con-!
struction of the two types of crafts |
were vastly dissimilar., However, |
that had no bearing on the merit

of her gprand novel. I

The release of the Ferber novel

fore, showboat operators had con-
centrated solely on the smaller
river towns. They avoided the
bigger cities like a plague. They
had their misgiving over big-city
audiences. They figured the city
folk too sophisticated. They feared

mellers which they were - play-
ing straight. For wvears we had
walched the showboats slink by
Cincinnati to tie at Constance,

'Ky., just across the Ohio from'

the western end of town. They
moved in unheralded, unknown
to the folk in the big town across

the river, who would have given
their right arm to see a real hon-
est-to-goodness showboat.

But things changed overnight.

engagements in such towns as
Pittsburgh, New Orleans, Cincin-
nati and Louisville were common.
That was the forerunner of the
Golden Rod's long run in St. Louis
and Capt. Billy Bryant's 17-sum-
mer stand at the foot of Lawrence
Street in Cincinnati with his own
Bryant Showboat to more lucra-

tive takes than they ever garnered |

in the river hamlets.

And the Edna Ferber letter still
reposes in Captain Menke's cabin,
only now it is framed in a promi-
nent spot over his desk. More

It was about that time, too, that | struck the showboat operators of | anon.

" Picture Business

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 31.—It was
bound to happen. It was inevi-
table that someone would grab a
likely TV film series soundtrack
as the basis for a song hit. Some
of the seasoned music publishers
with an eye to the horizon have
been quietly sewing UF the sound-
track rights to available series.
They weren't after the pennies
they could collect from perform-
ances. They were shooting for
the big one. They knew that one
day a series soundtrack would
show u% in song form on the
“Honor Roll of Hits.”

“Dragnet” broke the ice and|

proved them right. And now the
inevitable scramble is again un-
der away. A few months ago the
great majority of TV {ilm pro-
ducers shrugged off music with
a bored “Who needs it?" as they
turned to canned tracks. Today
these same men are devoting con-
siderable time to meetings with
songwriters in mapping future
series. For example, one of the
more i1mportant producers we
know has always used ecanned
tracks for the impressive number
of series he now has on the air.

Action by Actors' Equity Coun-
cil forcing the withdrawal of Re-
becca Brownsiein as the union's
ehief counsel on Tuesday (13) has
developed some repercussions. A
minority report by some dissatis-
fied members of the governing
board is being compiled. While
nothing definite has been decided,
it may be that such a report may
‘be mailed to membership or en-
tered on the board’s records.
Other alternatives are placing it
before a special Equity meeting,
or the next quarterly membership
meeting. Meanwhile, the org's
house affairs committee is going
ahead with the screening of can-
didates for the vacated post. One
of those under consideration is
Edward G. Wallace, former as-
sistant to the United States At-
torney General in the trial of the
eleven commies before Judge
Harold R. Medina.

Wendell Corey, who has not
been on the local stage scene
since he supported Betty Field in
“Dream Girl” in 1947, is consider-
ing a bid to co-star with Celeste
Holm in the Fay and Michael
Kanin comedy, “His and Her's.”
Albert Selden and Michael Gott-
lieb sked a Stem unveiling for the
play January 7. ., . Mildred Dun-
nock will have an important role
in “The Summer House,” when
Oliver Smith and the Play-
wrights’ Company put the Jane
Bowles play into rehearsal next
Monday., Judith Anderson is
starred, and John Stix directs,
“Summerhouse” preems Novem-
ber 26 in Hartford and thereafter

By LEE ZHITO

He has a couple of writers busy
at work preparing suitable song
matéaria_l for ad neT' series. ‘Eh_is
producer is so deeply ingrossed in
the profit potentials of the music
business, he has a tentative al-
bum set with one of the major
record companies and is entertain-
ing offers from wvarious music
publishers. )
Another producer we know is
holding the release of a series be-
cause of music problems. Seems
he had a wverbal deal with the
composer of the series' theme.
The writer didn't expect much
to happen and therefore was will-
ing to turn over the rights to the
ucer. Then “Dragnet” hit.
he composer wants to reconsider
the deal. The producer who didn't
particularly care about rights is
now insisting on them. As a re-
sult, release of the series is being
postponed from one lawyer's
meeting fo the next until the
“differences” and “misunderstand-
ings" are cleared up.
The same is true on the other
side of the telefilm fence. The
great majority of music publishers

had ignored TV film as a source|

of revenue. They were after such
sure' things as film scores and
legit musicals that showed prom-
ize, Broadcast Music, Inc., open

a concerted drive for TV film !

soundtracks earlier this year, tim-
ing its announcement with the
National Association of Radio and
Television Broadcasters' conven-
tion in Los Angeles. For the most
part, even this move failed to stir
too much interest among BMI
publishers.

Now, publishers are romancing
TV film producers. The intracacies
of performance profits are being
explained in detail to producers
who never before knew that they
could collect if they owned their
series’ music rights. The ball is
rolling in earnest now.

You can expect more filmed
series to switch to live music.
You can expect more song hiis to
be born on the telefilm sound-
track.

It seems only natural that this
showbiz medium should deliver
its share of hits to the music busl-
ness. There will be other “Drag-
nets.” It's bound to happen.

By BOB FRANCIS

Legit Line-Up

goes to Boston for a two-week |
stand. . . . Two local hits are due |
for German presentation, Vicki |
Baum will make the translation |
of John Patrick’s “Teahouse of |
the August Moon"” and Gusti Hu-
ber, currently playing the wife
in “Dial ‘M" for Murder,” will do
a similar chore for that Frederick
Knott melo, which started on its
second year at the Plymouth The-
ater this week. . . . Joseph Buloff
goes to London after the first of I
the year for the Menasha Skul-
nick role in a British edition of
“The Fifth Season.” Dane Clark
may undertake the chore cur-
rently playved here by Richard
Whorf,

LEVIN MAY DO
‘ZIEGFELD FOLLIES" . ..
Once more it seems possible
that Broadway will see another
edition of “Ziegfeld Follies,” altho
such implications have been pe-
rennial for over a decade, since
the last one was produced. How-
ever, Herman Levin has reached
a point of negotiation with the
Shuberts, who control the title,
whereby contracts have been
drawn for him to undertake the
production for next season. . . .
New casting twist iz Shepard
Traube's signing of Metopera
songbird Brenda Lewis for a com-
edy role in his forthcoming song-
and-dancer, “The Girl in the Pink
Tights.” The singer's only previ-
ous Broadway stint has been a
serious chore in Marc Blitzstein's
opera, “Regina." Her contract
grants permission to fulfill three
Met assignments this season. Two

of them will be behind her by the
time the show goes into rehearsal
on December 24, . . . Couriney
Burr and Elliot Nugent have
signed Paul Douglas to take over
the Tom Ewell role in “The
Seven-Year Itch” for four weeks,
while the latter takes a vacation.
Douglas, who has been camera-
laboring in Hollvwood since he
made a resounding hit in “Born
Yesterday” in 19486, joins the com-
pany December 3. . .. Set for fea-
tured slots in Hal Oliver's revival
of “Little Jesse James,” when the
intimate musical starts rehearsals
next Monday, are Mimi Kelly,
Jack Mann, Ruth Gilleite, Dave
Mallen and Sara Floyd. Harlan
Thompsen and Harry Archer,
with an assist from Gladys Shelly
E1_1 the lyvrics, have revised the old
it.

‘LATE LOVE. ‘LADIES’
CONTINUE RUNS ...

Michael Abboit's “Late Love
despite mixed notices, looks like a
B.O. click. Grossed 20G for first
seven performances. Comedy
moves from National to the Booth
November 9. . . . “Ladies of the
Corridor” is another item that
looks to survive pretty dim no-
tices, Most of its high-salaried
players agreed to work for $100
a week until business improved.
According to current reports it
appears that the cuts will never
go into effect. . . , Maxine Sulli-
van, forced out of the cast of
“Take a Giant Step” by illness
before the play opened at the
Lyceumn, takes over the role
played by Dorothy Carter next

www americanradiohistory com

WASHINGTON, Oct. 31.—The
Federal Communications Com-
mission's current probe of net-
| work relations with ultra-high TV
stations will produce a mixed
| picture. The inquiry will show
' definite coolness toward UHF
| prospecting in several major cities
where the networks have big out-
lets, but it will also turn up a
ot of evidence of enthusiasm for
ultra-high. On the basis of this,
| ¥ou can expect no serious furor
| from the probe.

'EARLY REPORT SEEN
|ON JUKE BILL...

i Look for early action by the
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee
| on Copyrights, Patents and Trade-
marks, which just completed hear-
ings on the McCarran Bill to ex-
tend copyright royalties to juke

'Hutton Ending

Palace Date

NEW YORK, Oct. 31. — The
| Betty Hutton Palace show will
close at the end of the minimum
four weeks, despite a healthy box
office. Notice was posted for a
closing November 11 to clear with
the craft unions, but until late
Friday (30) closing decision was
not definite.

First week the show did $46,260
net after taxes. Second week's
net was $43,464. Showing was re-
markable, cfesplti: a poor advance
sale. Most of the tickets were
bought on the night of the show;
this late sale often resulting in
late arrivals and empty seats,
Miss Hutton, coming on {rom the
front of the house and seeing
empty seats, became discouraged
despite the box office figures.
Efforts were made to keep the
show bevond Thanksgiving, but
the star’s refusal made the closing
inevitable.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 31.- Per-
mits were issued for 212 amuse-
ment buildings in August, 84 more
than were authorized the previous
August, but valued at only $6,310,-
000, almost 12 per cent less than
' the same month in 1952, the Labor
| Department reported this week.

I
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DRAMAS
& Girl Casm Tell,.........10-29, '53 [ |
Dial "M for Moarder.....10-29, ‘52 484
End a5 & Man. . .........10-14, "53 Fd |
Gently Does JE.......00.- 10-28, '53 [
Ladies of the Corridor,.... 10-21, 53 13
Ll‘tl' .ll'l'll'il ...... & l--lu-'qu i53' 14
Late Lowe ......c00000.+-10-13, 753 k|
My Three Amgeli...concee- 3.11°'53% 282
F'H:I'll.'- FEmEEE SRR E RS z‘lqrﬁa m
M H‘Hm..---i-t-d-dln'mprﬂ 3
Takr a Giani Step........ 924, '53 a9
The Fifth Seasom......... 1-23,'53 333
The Sewen-Year lich......11-20, '52 )
Tea and Sympathy........ 3-30,'53 36
Teahowse of Auvgust Moom. . 10-15, '53 20
MUSICALS
CAN-CBA  iucuverssnanans 3+ 7,753 204
Concert in Comedy.......10- 2, '53 35
Guys and Dolls..........12-15 50 1,201
Me amd Juliet....covne.. 5-25, 753 180
Porgy and Bess...... eases 310,53 274
South Pacific........c... &-15, 49 1,853
The King and [....,..... 319,52 1,084
Wish You Wers Here, ..... B-25, '52 545
Wonderful Towm.,......... 225, 53 284
COMING UP
The Trip te Boustiful...11l- 3,53
Kind Sir. ... o0000:020:.11- 4, "53
The Solid Gold Cadillac, .11- 5, '53
CLOSING
The Little Hut........... 10- 7, 53

The Frogs of Spring 10-20, '53

I Monday. . . . Persons holding
i tickets for tonight's canceled per-
'formance of “Himberama” can
' exchange them for approximately
| similar locations at Carnegie Hall,
1 where the magic-with-comedy
' show skeds to unveil November
13.

‘Washington Once-Over

By BEN ATLAS

box playings. Sen. Alexander
Wiley (R., Wis,), subcommittee
chairman, hopes to have his
roup’s recommendations ready
or submission to the full com-
mittee before Congress starts its
new term in January.

Just what the three-member
Wiley subcommittee will recom-
mend is uncertain, but the group
will definitely go on record to
guide the full committee on a
decision. From all outward
pearances, it looks like the Me-
Carran Bill has little chance for
passage in the present Enngrm
But anything could happen if the
bill gets past the Senate Judiciary
Committee. For Congress will be
in a rush to clear the decks of
business in as short a time as
possible next sessien because of
+the 1954 conpressional elections.
Legislation which pgets to the
floor under such circumstances
stands an outside chance to slip
thru in a wind-up rush.

Consequently, while the odds
are stacked heavily against the
bill, it will be alive and its fate
uncertain unless the Senate
Judiciary Committee kills it out-
rightly.

SAVINGS CRUSADE
SET FOR SPRING ...

TV and radio will be enlisted
in the biggest government savin
drive since 1951. The crusade will
be staged next spring to help
Estave off a public debt crisis. The
Treasury Department will soon
get a White House signal to set
up machinery for the drive. The
government 15 within a billion
dollars or so of reaching the debt
limit. Treasury Secretary Humph-
rey is deliberating the idea of
using savings bond money to help
p?j" for going government oper-
datlons.

FTC DOESNT LIKE
THIS SMELL ...

. The Federal Trade Commission
is taking a dim view of radio
offerings of rfume on the
“same quality’ as $35-a-bottle
scent for only $250. The FTC
aired its opinion this week in a
jcase involving an outfit called
' Mail Today Company. Detroit, not
France, is the site of that
company's perfume plant, said the
FTC, complaining that “famous
perfumes” offered by the com-
pany “for a limited time omly™
are neither famous not offered for
a limited time. Furthermore, said
the FTC, such exotic names as
“Christmas Eve” and “Rhodesia™
sound suspiciously like the well-
known and high-priced “Christ-
mas Night” and “Aphrodesia."
The facts will be smelled out at
a hearing set for December 8.
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CBS-Radio Expects
$64,000,000 Gross-

NEW YOREK, Oct. 31, — The
CBS-Radio network expects to
gross about $64,000,000 during
1953, according to John Karol,
veepee in charge of network sales.
This figure would be the fifth
highest in its history. Karol bases
his estimate on the strong show-
ing made by CBS-Radio when it
grossed $45,984,000 during the
first nine months of this year on
the basis of Publisher's Informa-
tion Bureau figures.

Should CBS-Radio reach its
predicted $64,000,000 gross, it
would also be higher than NBC-
Radio has hit in every year ex-
cept three—1946, 1947 and 1948.
The top year for CBS-Radio
was 1950 when it made 3$70,700,-
000.

The impressive business turned
in by CBS-Radio this year has
been accomplished in the face of
the strong competition of TV and
the substant: rate reductions
given to sponsors. The wake for

ABC Shuffle
Separates TV,
Radio Staffs

NEW YORK, Oct. 31. — In a
move to strengthen its sales pro-
motional know-how in both me-
dia, ABC this week set up sep-
arate radio and TV research and
sales development departments.
The move, effective November 1,
involves a personnel reshuffle of
some key ABC execs, with Oliver
Treyz moving from director of re-
search and sales development
into the new post of director of
the AM network, and veepee
Slocum Chapin, formerly in
charge of the web’s o&o stations
_appointed director of the TV net-
work. Treyz reports to radio chief
Charles Ayers, and Chapin to
ABC-TV veepee Alexander Stro-
nach Jr.

Treyz is expected to put in-
creased emphasis on promotion
and publicity, a la NBC's recernt
all-out campaign for its fall radio
line-up, while Chapin's oéo0 back-
ground is expected to be a big
help with TV affiliates.

Eugene Accas, formerly man-
ager of radio sales development
now becomes director of network
radio sales development; Dean
Shaffner, now assistant director
of research and sales develop-
ment for radio and TV, is director
of network radio research; Don
Durgin, heretofore manager of
TV sales development, is director
of network TV sales develop-
ment; and Donald Coyle, for-
merly manager of ABC’s research
department, is director of net-
work TV research,

N.S. Livingston
Quits Kletter

NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—Norman
5. Livingston this week resigned
as veepee in charge of radio, TV
and motion pictures of Edward
Kletter Associates, Inc., ad agency
for Serutan and Geritol. Liv-
ingston personally handled all
broadcast activities of both prod-
ucts since September, 1951, His
resignation is effective January 1,
when he leaves for a vacation
cruise. His future plans are un-
announced.

Livingston, prior to his present
post, for eight years was a top
exec with General Teleradio Cor-
B?ratmn, operators of WOR and

FOR-TV, New York, serving as
director of program operations
and director of commercial pro-
grams of both stations,

NBC-Hayward Deal
Temporarily Balked

NEW YORE, Oct. 31. — NBC-
TV’s deal with Leland Hayward
for his production services on a
once-monthly big show is tempo-
rarily stymied. Hayward is now
occupied getting his film produe-
tion of “Mister EBo L
way, - Thére is no chance of his
going to work for NBC-TV until

" gpring at the earliest.
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radio, which was held several
vears ago, was selling the medi-
um’s advertising strength short,
Karol states.

A lush fourth-quarter of the
year is expected by Karol, who
pointed to the many sponsors re-
turning to radio after lay-offs. He
gives as a reason for the net-
work's excellent grosses the
S.R.O. daytime line-up, and the
strong night programing line-up
which has retained ifs name per-
sonalities — Jack Benny, Bing
Crosby, “Amos 'n' Andy” and
others—for the next season.

As an example of new business,
Karol cited the new Les Paul and
Mary Ford {five-minute show,
sponsored by Lambert Pharma-
cal, which could be worth about
$450,000 to the web if it remains
on thru the season.

New Pactings
By NBC-Radio

NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—NBC-
Radio this week chalked up two
new sales and a 52-week renewal.
Paper-mate Pen became the sec-
ond sponsor to buy the web's
“Three Plan,” via three insertions
weekly on the “Fibber McGee
and Molly” strip, 10-10:30 p.m.,,
beginning November 16. The six-
week pact was set thru Foote,
Cone & Belding. First “Three
Plan” sale was made to Tums
recently. . )

General Motors, which will
sponsor the Army-Navy football
game over NBC-TV on Novem-
ber 28, decided to pick up the tab
for the game on NBC-Radio as
well.

A renewal came from General
Foods for another year's sponsor-
ship of Bob Hope's daytime strip
show, 10:30-10:45 a.m.

Raye to Spell
Caesar-Coca

NEW YOREK, Oct. 31—Martha
Raye this week was set to be the
permanent once-monthly substi-
tute for “Your Show of Shows"
beginning December 12. She will
do the 90-minute show thru May.
Miss Raye was given the nod on
the basis of her strong show when
she subbed for Caesar and com-
pany several weeks ago,

The comedienne will also take
over for Frank Sinatra on the
November 15 “Colgate Comedy
Hour.” Sinatra has a film com-
mitment.

POOR UKIE

Small Print
Puts Him in
Men’s Room

® Continued from page 1

(he didn’t use a ballpoint pen) be-
fore Sherin was informed the
“M" stood for the men's room. At
first there was consternation, a
hurried query to the musicians’
union where he received no sym-
pathy, then a dawning he was
stuck with the contract—"the
show must go on.” For 200 clams
a performance, Sherin told The
Billboard in a phone call that orig-
inated from the men’'s room of the
Brown Derby, he'd abide by that
small print. And anyway, Sherin
said, Cooley was obliged to carry
out his end of the contract, which
included adequate billing on the
TV show and Ukie's brief appear-
ance there before retiring to the
ballroom niche which doubtless
would be the most heavily fre-
quented niche in the place.

“I'm not going to fight to get out
of the contract,” Sherin said.
“Why should I? Already I've had
offers to repeat the performance,
In faet,” Sherin said, “Charley
Morrison at the Mocambo has of-
fered to boock me in his men’s
room,”

Sherin expects to make capital
out of the deal despite the fact the
whole thing, first thought to be a
strictly publicity stunt, is only
Cooley's way of “getting even" for
a practical joke Sherin pulled on
the Western star a couple of years
ago. Neither Sherin nor Cooley
would say what that joke was, but
both recalled Cooley had sworn he
would have his day.

After tonight and for the next
12 Saturday evenings Sherin's
piano stylings will emanate from
the M Room where a sign pro-
claims, “Ukie Sherin, now appear-
ing in person,”

Robert Q. to Get
Nighttime TV Seg

NEW YOREK, Oct. 31.—Robert
Q. Lewis is near a new contract
with CBS which would give him
his own nighttime TV show and
another radio show on the web.
Lewis, who has many offers from
other networks, has been holding
rout for the nighttime video show.

The Lewis radio show will be a
Saturday morning edition of the
Arthur Godfrey daytime program,
Various personalities in the God-
frey family will drop in on Lewis
to bring the format as close as
possible to the Godfrey formula,
Eventually, Lewis may begin
building up a family of his own.

NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—Sylves-
ter (Pat) Weaver, program chief
at NBC-TV, this week was un-
derstood to be working over a to-
tally new approach to daytime
TV programing and sales. The
new blueprint stems directly from
dissatisfaction on the part of
Weaver and the web's affiliates
with the poor rating showing of
the current line-up, and the con-
sequent lack of bankrollers.

Weaver, who currently is on the
Coast for the NBC color TV dem-
onstration, will devote himself to
this project upon his return, in
preparation for the upcoming
meeting of the NBC-TV affiliates
in Chicago in November.

The poor showing of the soap
opera block is the prime irritant
in this situation, with “Three
Steps to Heaven"” and "Follow
Your Heart,” in the 11:30 am.-
noon bracket, considered the
worst offenders. Both are re-

arded as doomed, but soon, The
gep‘temhﬂr report of American
Research Bureau shows the for-
mer to average about 0.6, while
“Heart” averaged about 0.5 in the
same report. In fact, the latter
show dipped as low as 0.2 on
Monday and Tuesday in the re-
port, hitting only som& 30,000
homes nationally. However,
“Hawkins Falls,” in the 11-11:195
slot, sold out thiz week when
Wesson Oil bought the show for
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days. SOS already has the show
the other two days.

Weaver is understood to feel
that “Glamor Girl,” in the 10:30-
11 a.m. slot, also is not doing as
well as it could, its rating drop-
ping drastically from the preced-
ing “Ding Dong School” show on
almost every day of the week.

The result, industry observers
believe, will be a totally new ap-
proach to daytime, which Weaver
doubtless will pull out of the hat
between now and the affiliateg'
clambake. Some believe he may

Skelton Stays
In Tues. Slot

NEW YOREK, Oct. 31.—-CBS-TV
intends to keep Red Skelton at
8:30 p.m. Tuesdays. The network
has had some studies made of
individual cities which indicated
that Skelton is building himself
an audience in his Tuesday time
period. Hubbell Robinson Jr., the
web program head, consequently
has decided to let him stay put in
the hope he will make it.

CBS5-TV feels that if Skelton
can't knock off Berle, few other
performers can.

Talent, Unions and Agents
Put Clamps on Net Telethons

® Continued from page 1

is felt the telethons constitute
direct competition with other en-
tertainment media, such as thea-
ters, night clubs and especially
other TV shows,

The talent unions look upon
the telethons as providing unfair
competition to talent which
wishes to be paid standard fees.
Heller, for example, calls tele-
thons an “absolute evil.”

Abe Lastfogel, head of the Wil-
liam Morris office here, con-
curred, saying that he has issued
orders forbidding all execs of the
agency from setting Morris-man-
aged talent on telethons. Of
course, such talent could be ad-
mitted, make their own arrange-
ments, but it was not deemed
likely. Lastfogel said that tele-
thons will hasten the end of TV
variety shows, just as Sunday
night benefits helped kill vaude
years ago.

Lastfogel added, “I think tele-
thons are destructive to our busi-
ness, and I don't know what peo-
ple are thinking about when they
allow such things to go on. Here
iz a new bufiness, hardly off the
ground, and it permits its talents
to be dissipated on these mara-
thon shows. Nobody should be

surprised if the next day the or-
djnqr}* TV show doesn't get an
audience. I'm all for charities; I
know they need money. But don't
break up an entire industry for
charity. It's about time the entire
industry awakened to the dan-
gers. They weren't satisfied to
kill variety on a local basis; now
they want to kill it on a national
basis. If anybody—and that in-
cludes columnists—calls our reps
and asks for talent, my orders
will be to forbid them even ap-
proaching our talent.”
Talent Agents

O