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olitics, Yuletide
'Bull Animal Market

$Showmen Make Hay Via Hot Demand for
+ Rented Elephants, Camels, Reindeer

By TOM PARKINSON

(HICACO — Along with the
hugting season for some animals
comes the booking season for oth-
prs. In the next couple of months
there will be a seasonal high in
demand for elephants, camels and
geindeer particularly,

Kicking it off is the fall up-
awwiog in number of people who
want to hire elephants by I:l;m hour,
That's keyved directly to election
fane.  Chairmen at various esche-
onare moved, usually when time
o find an elephant to
I':'.L'l-il'l'l-' in campaigning and in pa-
FADNs

Luckilv, this peak demand
eripes just as the E?E'[‘.I-h&lll‘*ﬂ“’[’lil‘lg
touted  cirenses are winding up
their ammal tours.  One  ceircus,
AMdls Bros., has been known to
wldjust the bookings of the whole
tircus to Lit in with the scheduled
appearances of two elephants that
Fiave made many political appear-
wnees, including the Eisenhower
imangural parade,

: ‘Pose Problems
© But there is a measure of com-
lication. For generally the need
or political elephants is in North-
emn cities and the circoses are quar-
tered on farms, frequently in the
South.: Otften the parade chair-
man wants one elephant and finds
‘the only ones close enough are
available only in troupes of three
or more that do an act together.
- Finding elephants on short no-
tice, however, is easy when com-
pared to camels. Camel season
-apens just after election time, when
thonght turns to Christmas pag-
eants, the Wise Men and y‘uletirﬁa
decorations, Many committee
chairmen go- on camel hunts, but
‘the limit is low and few connect.

A difficulty here is that altho
the camels are usnally in the hands
= the same circuses that have the

g 4 they have fewer camels.
=" . they have fewer train-

ther Show
Items Hot

CHICACO — Townlolks: need
for show property isn’t limited to
the atlfltla[] kingdom. Besides the
elephants and camels, there are
many other things in the show-
man s hag ot tricks that catch the
eve of sales managers and program
directors,

High on the list of items sought
are high-strikers, the mallet-and-
bell rigs for testing strength or for
measiring the progress of such pro-
saic things as sales, production and
fund-raising.

Also in demand are supplies of ]
a v posters, for meetings with a
15 or midway theme, and dis.
mirrors, for anything from

i “shiort

‘'VAUDE DEAD?’
‘IT AIN'T SO,
SAY OLD-TIMERS

ers in the camel department than |
the elepliant department. §
Despite the drawbacks, many|
chairmen bag the animals they set |
out to get and successfully produce |
the desired livestock for thﬁ':il‘!
Christmas dramatization or decora-
tion, Last winter a Shreveport, |
La., firm won decoration honors
with a lavout that featnred several |
live eamels from the Kelly-Miller |
Circus. |
Deer in Yule Parades :
Touglest for the chairmen to
Find are the reindeer. These were
absolutely mnon-existent for local
Santa Claus promotions only a few |
vears agn.  Now there are snch |
things but they are still rare. Most !
of them are located thro animal
farms located in the East and Up-
per Middlewest, |
There are substitutes, however, |
and chances are that most of those
who seek reindeer at the outset |
will settle for something else by
the time thev actuallv parade Santa
into the town and the tov depart- |
menks. !
Right now several Christmas pa-
rade units are taking shape and
sending outl agents to hook about
two dozen towns to play between
Thanksgiving and Cliristmas Eve.
Some unit operators have been
doing this for vears and have their
own camels and reindeer as well
as floats and sleighs. Thev do
business with chambers of com-
merce, shopping centers and in-
dividual merchants. Some parade
owners have circuses in the sum-
mer. Among those expecting to
go ont this season are Jav Gould,
who has had parades for a score
(Continued on page 50)

SAN FRANCISCO —— The
old, golden show business is
not dead, according te Lulu
Nethaway, veteran vaude star
now a puoblicist-poet. The
Theatrical Club here, a grow-
ing organizalion of oldtime
troupers, is cooking. up a new
annual variety show, [Eaturiug
the Floradora Sextette done
by 60 members. Other poten-
tial acts, writes Miss Netha-
way:

“"Benton Wiglev, president
of the club, who dauces like
Fred Astaire. Ida Wvatt, who
did a command performance
for Oueen Vietoria and at 850
still does the split. Harry Dale,
who originated the Texas
Tommy Dance. Leota Hop-
saon, delightful soprano. Rag-
mond Zorfluh, the club’s
Liberace. Mabel Ryken, a
grandmother 33 times, These
members are up to 87 years
old and prove Lillian Russell’s
adage, “We were 16 ance and
and that’s all we are now.”

In 1917, the Majestic bill
in Chicago included Wilard,
the Man Who Grows and Miss
Nethawav in a melodrama
sketeh. In 1957, they found
themselves on the same bill
for the second time, he doing
the same act, she leading “the
Orchid March and doing
songs and stories, wearing a
dress belonging to Mrs. Wyatt
Farp.” Best kept secret of the
Theatrical Club’s new revue:
Will they really do a double?

Performers in radio, TV,
films and records are barred
[rom the club unless they can

rove "“Theyv've earned their
iving three consecutive vears
hehind footlights.” Many wed-
dings between members are
taking place, Miss Nethaway
adds.

Santa’s Spotlight

On Albums; Fewer
Holiday Singles

Warhorse Names Organ & Chimes
LP’s Spearhead Christmas Pattern

By REN GREVATT
NEW YORK—Christmas prod-

uct on albums and singles this vear
can be expected to follow a pattern
retlecting the same ,eneral ratio
that now exists between the dollac
volume of packages v singles
product. Thus there will be a
greater than ever emphasis on al-
bums, with diskeries paving con-
siderably less attention to singles
than in vears herelolore.

At the package level, major
labels and leading indies, by and
large, are wheeling up the big art-
ist guns for Cliristmas promotion
with much aetivity in the works for
repackaged previous “hiistmas ma-
terial and, in other cases, the same
items as in other vear- without
benefit of new packaging.

Low Price Aclion

More action, too, is being seen |

for the low-price lines than in
other years, A number of low-
pricers are planning special release
and manv tradesters have indicated
a belief that buvers will go more
for these more than ever in view
of an alleged growing -disinclina-
tion (because of stereo) to buy [ull-
priced monaural disks.

Particular lack of interest in
singles this vear is attributed to the
unusvally late date of Thanksgiv-
ing, traditional kick-off time for
new Christmas singles. “There’s vir-
tually no selling tine left.” said one
manifacturer, “ecause the dealers
stop  ordering completely after
about December 10 or 12, And

NEWS OF THE WEEK

SORD Blusts Major Diskers Anew;
Issues Challenge to Pic Firms . . .

Observers, lowever, see little chance of
another sustained musician strike agaiust
recording firms. ..ovivaiiaessina. Page 3

1 a supermarket to making |

| a service club speech.

The Society of Record Dealers of America has
issued a challenze 1o the new movie-affiliated
recording [lirms to live up to what were called
normal manufacturer-dealer relationships. In
return, say the dealers, they will make these
new Frms the majors in the record business
within a few months. At the same time, the
dealer Socicty blasted the current major com-
panies for their clubs, deals and rack-jobbing
associalions, +e..e G E s EReR -8

State Fair of Texas Attracts
2,757,734 in 16 Days . . .
The State Fair of Texas, Dallas, which an-
nually racks up the largest fair attendance in
the U. S. broke all records by pulling
2,757,734 people in 16 davs........Page 50

Heavy Disking Pace Seen as
Build-Up For Possible AFM Hassle . . .

Unusually  heavy recording  schedules for
October suggest that record companies may be
building backlog in case of possible hassle in
AF'M-Disker negoliations on new contracts,

ASCAP Writer Distribution
Shift Cues Over-All Changes . . .

The new writer distribution plan introduced
this month by ASCAP, presages changes in the
publisher distribution pattern as well, accord-
ing to insiders. Performances are due to be-
come more important than ever before [or
writer and publisher distribution  pay-
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the jocks absolutely refuse to play
Christimas stuff before Thanksgiv-
ing. In a way it's too bad they
don't. If people could hear some
Christmas music befor: Thanksgiv-
ing, it might get them in the shop-
ping mood and help all retuil bnsi-
ness. Mavbe the spounsor would
like that idea. What do vou think?”

Organ, Chimes Kick

I the album f[ield, aext to the
warhorse  artists, most  interest
seems to focus on the so-called
organ and chimes albums. Many
lubels seem to have these on the
docket, and in some cases where
ort company has two or three or
| four different labels at different
| price levels, there's an organ and
chimes set in each category,

All four majors will have the
| spotlight on big artists in the album
'area. Victor is presenting such
' newly recorded sets as “To VVish
\You a Merry Christmas” with Harcy
| Belafonte; “Christmas Holidayg at
| Radio City Music Hall,” and a
|de luxe packaging of “Christimas
|With Grandma Moses” A new
Perry Como Album, “When Yoo
Come to the End of the Day,” tho
not strictly Christmas, is neverthe-
less a religions and inspirational
character, and will get a bheavy
holiday push.

Columbia has already released a
“Christmas  Sing  Along With
Miteh” album as el as a new
Jolhnny Mathis Christma LP: The
label has new releases by Buddy
Cole (chimes and organ) and Percy
Faith and will -re-release the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir set plus the

(Continued on page 10)

Bouquet of -
Perennials

NEW YORK —— At least two
men in the music business de-
rive a healthy portion of their
annual  income from Christoins
business, These would be nublisher
{ﬂhnu}r Marks and a relative un-

nown to the record scene, one Al
kKatz of California.

Marks has one hardy perennial
copvright, “Rudolph, the Red-
Nosed Reindeer.” A second Marks
tune, “I Heard the Bells on Christ-
mas Day,” is another strong annual
contender. Marks’ firm, in view of
the Cliristmas nature of these tunes,
is St. Nicholas Music, Katz issued a
couple of LP’s five years ago which
continue to rack up loot for him
every vear. On Rheims Records he
has “Merry Christmas Robert
Rheims Carols” (organ and chimes)
and “Christmas Songs with the
Rheims Caroleers.” This year the
organ chimes album is also released
in stereo form.
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DALLAS — The entry into
the record business of movie-affil-
jated diskeries has been hailed by
the Society of Record Dealers of
America. At the same time, spokes-
men for the Society leveled a slash-
ing attack on major record com-
.panies for “forgetting how they
go* to be majors.”

In a bold statement, Charles I..
Simmons, Society prexy, declared

“The so-called majors in the ree- |

ord manufacturing business have
sold the independen: record retailer
down the river with their rack job-
bing, record clubs and similar di-
sbolical schemes to cirmunvent the
normal business channels. The na-
tion's dealers have cried for help

and the powers that be have ig-|

nored their pleas.”

Referring to the entry of the
hig movie-makers into the record
business as constituting “a glimmer

Atlantic Guns
Holiday Salvo

NEW YORK — Atlantic Rec-
ords has issued the heaviest salvo
of packaged material in its history.
Timed to hit the yvear-end buving
spree, the label is issuing 12 stereo
gets, plus three monaurals in the

*1200" series, six monaurals in the

“B000™ series, five EP’s and seven
stereo tapes.

Of the dozen stereo disks, twa
are being issued for the [irst time
also in monaural form. These high-
light sets are “Ray Charles at New-
port,” and Betty Johnson's “The
Song You Heard When You Fell
in Love.” The other 10 have all
been mit before in monaural form

and include albums by Paul Bar-!

Studebaker Closer
To Diskery Buys

Stockholders’ Okay Cues Possible

barin and his New Orleans Jazz,
Chris Connor, the Modern Jazz
Quartet, Shorty Rogers, Joe Turner,
FPhineas Newborn, Joe Castro, Art
Blakey's Jazz Messengers, plus
“Soul Brothers,” with Milt Ji].t‘k.‘iﬂ]']
and Ray Charles and “Lavern
Baker Sings Bessie Smith.”

In the de luxe “1200" $4.98 se-
ries, the two sets are Chris Connor’s
new “Chris Craft,” and a set simply
titled, “Warne Marsh.” The grou
of five in the “8000" series, which
sell for $3.98, include “Rock and
Roll Forever, Vol. 11," and disks
by the Drifters, Joe Turner, Clyde
McPhatter and Ray Charles.

Amang the EP’s released are sets
by the Modern Jazz Quartet, Milt

Jackson and Ray Charles, Chris |

Connor, Wilbur de Paris and the

late Chuck Willis. Stereo tapes are

by the MJQ, Joe Tumer, Joe Cas-

tro, Shorty Rogers and His Giants,

Phineas Newborn, Wilbur de Paris

;rlu:ll ézhris Connor, Tapes retail at
93,

——-qb———F-——-——--H——————'--—-

MONEY-SAVING S U

T - -

Enter my subscription to The Billboard for a full year
(52 issues) ot the rate of $15 (a considerable saving
over single copy rates). Foreign rate $15.

ORD Hails Pic-Affiliated
Diskeries; Blasts Majors

of hope”™ Simmons continued,
“The majors have written their own
checks and called their own shots
until now.” Then Simmons sin-
| gled out Decea as “the notable ex-
cepltion in record elub endeavors.”

Throwing down the gauntlet,
SORD issued a challenge to the
movie mahoffs: “Cive the dealers
of America salable merchandise
without record clubs, without rack

jobbing, without illegal trans-ghip-
ping — give us good promotions
which do not always mean giving
away our profits—give us intelli-
ent liaison between factory and
ealer, give us a distribution sys-
tem which will work with us and
not against us—and in return, we
wiil make you the majors in a few
short months.

"We will promote vou In our
many State dealer meetings and in
our national conveation,” Simmons
continued. “We will promote vou

Col. Snares
Original Cast
'/Album Plum

NEW YORK — Columbia Rec-
ords has come up with one of the
hot Broadwav musical albums of
the year with the pacting of the
original cast rights to the forth-
coming “Flower Drum Song™ hy
Rodgers and Hammerstein. What
|is more unusual is that the disk-
‘ery landed the original cast rights
'to the show in spite of the ?act
that one of the leads of the musi-
cal, Pat Suzuki, is an RCA Victor
(Vik) contract artist,

It is not known at this time
‘whether Victor will allow Miss
| Suzuki to wax the album for Co-
lumbia. Since RCA Victor refused
to let Abbe Lane record for Co-
lumbia when the latter cut the “Oh
Captain” score’ (Eileer
subbed). relations between the two
companies on talent transfers have
not been too smoath.

Columbia was rather miffed at
'R, & H. when the composing team
selected Victor for the track ver-
sion of the movie version of “South
Pacific™ early this ves. However,
Columbia is happily welcomin
R. & H. back to the fold witﬁ
“Flower Drum Song.” Prexv God-
dard Lieberson made the deal for

in our national publications and we
will reciprocate any degree of the
lost Americin tradition of business
lovalty.”

Remarking that “the current ma-
jors have apparently forgotten how
they got to be majors,” Simmons
asserted, “the mnation’s retailers
have not forgotten, and what these
retailers did for these so-called ma-
jors, we can do for other com-

Rodgers |

panies which meet the standards
outlined above.”

Welker Named

INVENTOR LOST;
CLEFFER FOUND

1.OS ANGELES — Elmer

Meukel, missing inventor who
turned up in a hobo jungle
this month, will have two
tunes waxed by Billy Eckstine
for Mercury. The first

“Through With Me” ])E]]Ilt‘.[i
14 vears ago, will be released’
next month. The second is
“We Lived When We Loved.”
Meukel became the object of
a wide search last smnmer
when he left his home here
for Seattle and failed to re-
turn,

Craft Cuts All
M-G-M Singles

NEW YORK — Morton Craft,
director of singles sales and a.&r.
at M-CG-M Records, is now cutting
all singles for M-G-M, plus the
label’s two subsidiaries, Cub and
Lion.

An original deal for Cub which
(involved the purchase of some
‘earlier masters from Jerry Win-
ston’s Onyx label, and nnder which
Winston was commissioned to cut

To New Victor
Marketing Post

NEW YOBK — Ed Welker
has been named to the new post
of manager of product planning
and market development for the
RCA Victor Record Division, ac-

Davis, vice-president, record opera-
tions department. Welker will be
in charge of planning cnd develop-
ment of new uses and new mar-
kets for record division products.
He will also study existing mar-
kets and distribution techniques in
order to develop new or improved
methods.

Welker has RCA

been with

the musical.

ager of pop albums a.&r,

Bids for Imperial, Ca

CHICAGO —— The Studebaker- |
Puckard Corporation is moving for-
ward in its reported plan (see The
Billboard, September 15) to pur-
chase two record companies. Earn-.
est negotiations are expected to be-
'gin next week with Lew Chudd, of
Imperial Records, and Archie
Blever, of Cadence, for the pos-

sible take-over of their labels.

This eventuality has become hot
with the election as an 5-P director
of A. M. Sontabend, and his

appointment as chairman of the

BSCRIPTION ORDER
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dence Labels

corporation’s aecquisitions commit-
tee. Sonnabend, a financial wizard
spiecalizing in weird mergers, told
The Billboard he is now actively
engaged in seeking profitable com-
panies with good management and
reiterated his plan to invest in show
business enterprises becanse of
their high gross potential. He said
he expects to call Chndd and
Blever in the coming week to start
talking for real. He indicated that
if these talks do not lead to deals,
he will listen to other firms that
look attractive.

The buys, should they material-
ize, will be a part of a large-
scale S-P program for buving up

(Continued on page 14)

A-F Buys Pic
Sound Track

NEW YORK —— Audio Fidelity
Records has snagged the sound-
track to the latest Cinerama flick
“South Seas Advepture.” Music

foi the track was composed by
Alex North. A-F prexy Sid Frey

made the deal with. the Stanley
Warner C iner am a Corporation,
The track will be issued both in

L—-F--'-'-—-— LR _ L R & _I N N § & § ! --_—J
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stereo and monaurally,

cording to a statemen! by Jim|

since 1839, most recently as man- |

a certain number of Cub sides,
ihas been discontinued. Craft is
now the man behind the econtrol
room glass at all singles sessions
for all three labels.

Craft has taken on the demeanor
of a real disk mahoff. Seen in
prexv Arnold Maxin’s office Wed-
nesday (22), Craft appeared to be
on a Wall Street clothing kick.
He was sporting a covservatively
tailored grey suiting vith a faint
stripe and a silk, blue-grey tie
with a stickpin, One of the execs
Erfseut said the "Cfaft has been
illiuj: himself on a 24-hour-a-day
schedule of recording for the last
three weeks,” but his looks belied
the late hours.

Bondy Elected
ARD Prexy:
100 Members

NEW YORK —— The New York
record dealers’ org, the Associa-
tion of Record Dealers (ARD),
| elected Sevmour Bondy president
at a meeting held here two weeks
ago. Other officers elected were
Trving Randolph, TJerome Cold-
berg. and Martin Cooper, veepees:
Angelia D’'Alessandro, recording
secretary;  Rav  Ratinetz, corre-
sponding secretarv; Louis Shapiro,
financial secretary, and Charles
Lichtman, treasurer.

The next meeting of the ARD
will be held Tuesdav (28) at the
' Henrvy Hudson Hotel in New York.
At that time the group hopes to
enroll more members. At the pres-
en' time the group claims it has
over 100 record dealers as paid-
up members. It intends to deal
with such problems as discount-
ing, sales of records in outlets
other than record stores, ete,

Late Joyce-Haley

Suit Communique

PHILADELPHIA — 1In the lat-
est bulletin on the [[n]h.r Jovee suit
against his former client Bill Haley,
Jovee advises that hLe “never
waived disk commissions” doring
the four-vear period which just
ended with his agency and Haley
parting. Haley needed money in
the early davs, Joyee explains, and
Joyce agreed to “wait for pay-
ment.” Action was filed with the
American Federation of Musicians
here two weeks ago.

27 Packages
On Mercury's
Pre-Yule Sked

CHICAGO — Mercury Records
announced this week the pre-
Christmas release of 27 monaural
LP’s, among them 15 pops, plus
seven classics and five EmArcy jazz
packages.

To help dealers and distriba
absorb the new issue, the compan
said, the release is divided into #tw
parts, one for immediate shipment,
the other for early November.

Pop items in the first portion of
the release include sets by Lon
Stein, the Buddy Johnson ork.the
River Boat Five, the Stanlev Broth-
ers, Paquito Roca and his ork, and
Jorgen Ingmann,

Classic packages are Delibes”
“Sylvia” Ballet, Anatol Fistoulari
and the London Svmphony;
Strauss Family Album, Antal Do-
rati and the Minneapolis Sym-
phony: “Salome,” Paul Parav and
the Detroit Symphony; and Mo-
zart’s Serenade for Wind Instru-
ments, Frederick Fennell and the
Eastman Wind Ensemble.

Jazz items are “Mux Roach at |
Newport”; “Newport '58." Dinah
Washington, Terrv Gibbs, Max
Roach and Don Elliott; “Swingin

{Continned on page 14
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MUSIC 3

HONOR ROLL

SLIPPED; SORRY'!

Diie to a tabulatin

bv tour other tunes. The tunes

their positions are: “The Day the Rains Came™ {24), “The
235), "Call Me” (29) and “For My Good Fortune” (30).
The POSITION LAST WEEK column in this issue has also

Secrel” |{

error, four selections that should have
appeared in the Honor Roll of Hits were inadvertently replaced

HIT TAB

that should have appeared and

been corrected to account for the error. iI

Col. Coupon

Prestige Over Pay-Off

NEW YORK —— The Columbia
Records coupon plan, which the
diskery launched with at fan-
fare early in September, has turned
out to be less lucrative than the
company had anticipated. The
company is more than satisfied
with the prestize brought to the
firm's 46 new albums and the com-
pany’s name as a result of its ad-
vertising booklet in The New York
Times and other national maga-
wines, but Columbia admits that
the redemption of coupons has
been less than they had planned.

The Columbia coupon plan i:we
the customer a chance to purchase
any one of 46 new Columbia $3.98
~ releases for only $2.98 by using a
coupon which appeared in the
firm’s ads in newspapers and maga-
zines. The plan started Septem-
ber 7 and is due to end on QOec-
tober 31, this coming Friday. Sales
of some of the top new releases,
guch as the Johnny Mathis “Swing
Softly” set, the Mitch Miller album
“More Sing Along With Mitch”
and the Ray Conniff LP "Concert
in Rhythm,” have turmed out to
be very hot sellers, moving much,

much more due to the coupons
than expected. But the firm had

“Thumb’ Sound
Track on Lion

NEW YOBK—Sound track of
the new M-G-M musical pie, “Tom
Thumb,” will be released on Lion
Records, low-price subsidiary of
M-G-M Hecurdi. It’s believed to be
the Ffirst instance in which a $1.98
line has carried a first-line sound
track edition.

The picture, a George Pal pro-
duction, stars Russ Tamblyn, Alan
Young, Terry Thomas, Peter Sell-
ers, Jessie Matthews, June Thor-
burn, Bernard Miles, the Puppe-
toons and the voice of Stan Fre-
berg. Songs for the pic are by
Pegey Lee, Janice Torre, Fred
Spielman and Kermit Goell.

Chudd Signs
Hawaiian Star

HOLLYWOOD —— Lew Chudd
this week signed Honolulu's 14-
fﬂﬂr-ﬂhl Ronmie Diamond to an
mperial contract. The youthful
vocalist flew in from Hawaii this
week for his first recording session.

Chudd, this week, also com-
pleted recording Ronnie Deauville’s
glbum (five standards and seven
originals) which is scheduled for
mid-November release,

Also to be issued will be Fran-

ces Faye's first package under the
Imperial banner, “Frances Faye
Sings Fats Domino.”

JUKE STEREO
DISK LISTING

NEW YORK — The Bill-
board is running a list of ste-
reo singles and EP's that are
available for juke boxes in this
week's issue. See complete
listings in the Coin Machine
gection.

table to re-schedhile the Los Angeles

Deal Keys

predicted a tremendous extra sale
of all of the other new releases,
and this didn’t materialize.
Basically, the cost of launching
the coupon plan, with its full-page
ads and the New York Times 24-
page booklet, was so expensive that
the firm would have had to enjoy
exceptional sales in order to make
out the way it wanted to.
unofficially estimated that
of launching the coupon plan ran
over $250,000. !
Columbia actually had two of
its best months during August and
September as far as album sales
(Continued on page 10)

Aaron Named

Local 47-MGA
Arbitrator

HOLLYWOOD —— Labor arbi-
trator Benjamin Aaron was ap-
pointed by American Federation of
Musicians prexy Herman D. Kenin
to serve as referee in hearin
charges brought by AFM Loeal 47
against members who have joined
or have participated in the activ-
ities of Cecil Read’s Musicians
Guild of America.

The hearings originally were
to be held before Los Angeles 13-!
bor attorney George Bodiemand, a |
member pf AFM's international ex-
ecutive board. They were de-
layed by a temporary restraining
order granted MGA.

When board members were un-

It was |

hearings, Kenin called on Dr.
Clark Kerr, president of the Uni-
versity of California and recognized
labor affairs authoritv. Dr. Kerr,
unable to shoulder this time-de-
manding chore, recommended
Aaron, who is associate director of
the Universitv's Institute of Labor
Relations,

g mitters more serious than petty| \ :
recent | Stit some months ago in an at-

Dmﬂ_ftﬂnpt to make Seeco account for
| buck rovalties alleged o be owing

| Is

ASCAP Meet Cues Mountihgj

Tension; Fireworks Likely
Gilbert Angered by Winchell i

Smear; Demands

By PAUL ACKERMAN

NEW YORK —— With the an-
nual ASCAP membership meeting
only several davs away—=Thursday
(30) — the Society’s membership
reached a high pitch of tension
which seemed to augur an ex-
ceptionally exciting period immed-
iately ahead. Deve'opments of the
past week were these:

1) The scramble for election
to the ASCAP presidency has be-
gun; 2) L. Wolfe Gilbert, long-
time director and West Coast
writer representative called upon

president Paul Cunningham to

deny a report in Walter Winchell's |
column that “the Big Brass” are
feuding with Gilbert and that “he
vealed that the Society had re-|have to go.... Where would I go?
the oot tained Arthur Dean, well-known | To BMI?”

attorney with much experience in
the antitrust field. Dean has had
briefing sessions with a view to-
ward helping in the Society’s nego-
tiations with the Department of
Justice (The Billboard, October 20),

At press time, Gilbert, regarded
by a wvast bodv of the member- |

ship as being dedicated to the cause |
of writers, had not yet received an|
answer from Cunningham. Gil-|
bert stated: “If no satisfuctorv de-
nial of the Winchell item is forth-
coming, I will tell my story at the
Thursgﬂ.}' meeting., ... Just who
is the Top Brass (scornfully)?”
Gilbert added that in such a
period of difficulty and trial, it was
unfortunate that the Top Brass
could not devote themselves to

bickering. Referring to
board meetings—attended by

Fremd to Col.
Flack Post

NEW YORK —— Peter Fremd

has been appointed manager of
wp records and 5

or Columbia an
Aﬁfl}intmﬂnt was made Ly Debbie |
on, chief of the publicity de-
partment at the diskery. Fremd
was formerly a publicity exee with
Longines-Wittenauer handling ra-
dio publicity for the watch Brm.
He set up a deal for the Longines
Svmphonette to wax for Columbia,
the result being a Harmony :ﬂhuml
issued this vear,

roduct publicity |

Epic Records. |

Brass Denial

and at whieh distribution problems
were discussed in the light of the |
Society’s negoliations with the Jus-
tice Department—Gilbert said: “I
have alwavs held *he belief that|
the interests of writers and pub-
lishers are not the same.”

Cilbert added: “If thevy don't|
exonerate me completely, [ promise |
Fireworks on Thursdav, ... I have
no fear of them (the Big Brass). . .
my only consideration 1s the Soci-
etv. Nothing must be done to hurt
ASCAER."”

He continued: “They want no
part of me because I'm a watch-
dog. ... They set out to get me a
long time go.... I'm curious
about Winchell's line that I mav

Meuanwhile, observers felt that
the whole lLassle mirrored some-
what the tension occasioned by the
necessity of revamping the Society
in line with the views of the Justice |

Department. Argument over the:
|

Court Denies
Seeco Motion

NEW YORK —— A motion|
brought by Seeco Records to dis-
miss a suit brought against it by a !
group of publishers ﬁas been de-
nied lere in U. S, District Court,
Judge Edward Weinfeld handed |
down the decision.

The plaintiffs originally brought

on disks exported to Latin America.
In the motion, Seeco had claimed
that plaintiffs had waived their
rights in the matter because of
the substitution of private licensing
agreements for the protection af-
forded them urder Section 1(e) of
the Copyright Act. Departure from
the exact terms of the statute in-
volved such matters varving ac-
counting periods, lowering rovalties
on certain songs and dispensing
with notice requirements.

“It will not be presumed that
this departure from the exact terms
of the Statute was intended as a|
waiver of its protect.on. Accord-|
incly, the defendant’s motion. to|
dismiss is denied,” Judge Weinfeld
said,

82 RECORDING SESSIONS

Disk Cutting Tide Poses Question;
Are Diskeries Wary of AFM Ban?

HOLLYWOOD —— A swelling
tide of recording sessions has
engulfed majors and independents
alike both here and in New York,
a fact which has raised an impor-
tant question. Is the disk industry
girding itself for another recording
ban when its American Federation
of Musicians contract expires |
December 317

Recording Activity at a number
of firms has been at peak capacity
during the past several weeks and
is continuing at that pace. Tradi-
tionally, this is the slow time of
the year when it comes to cutting
records.

AFM prexy Herman D. Kenin
told members of New York’s Local
502 that in the up-coming contract
renewal negotiations with the rec-
ord firms, he will ask fo: a 21 per
cent pay boost to go directly to the

and welfare plans to be paid for by
the employers; he will crack down
on violations of tracking and dub-
bing restrictions; he wil, demand
a reduction for the 15-minute cut-
ting period to 12 minutes.

Will the record companies
accept the AFM demand: and sign
a new pact or are thev nuw build-
ing up a backlog to last them thru
a period of battle? Is the AFM
willing to lock its horns with the
record firms at this time?

If the diskeries are willing to
vield to AFM’s demands. then why
the wunusually heavy recording
schedules at a time of the wvear
when sessions usually taper off?
For exampls, Capitol Records here
usually averages 10 sessions per
week. Last week, it held 19 ses-
sions, The previous week count
showed 23, with 16 sessions held

musicians opposed to

the trust!
fund; that he will demand pension| "At Dot Records here, prexy |

during the first week in October,

www americanradiohistorv com

Randy Wood personally has re-
corded some S0 sides during the
ast several weeks. Bob Thiele, |
ot's Eastern a.&r. veepee, flew
in from New York to follow a tight

recording schedule of his own.

Wood, however, deniec that Dot |
is working overtime now to lay
away against a possible rainy day.
He told The Billbiasd that wvir-
tually all that is now being pro-
duced is scheduled for release in
the immediate future,

Some diskery execs will grant
that a measure of their current pro-
duction is being made with a pro-
tective eye to the future, Very few,
however, anticipate any difficulty
in gaining an equitable contract.
Here's the way they see it. They
say that the record industry is too
eager to reap the promised stereo-
disk sales harvest to risk a record-
ing ban at this time. The AFM is

(Continued on page 10)

weighted vote continued, and a
highlv-placed member stated that
sentiment was crystallizing amon
the biggest copyright owners, anc?
that they 'n.':}ufﬁ resign in the event
of a drastic change in the weighted
vote. Mentioned were Oscar Ham-
merstein, Max  Dreyfuss, Trving
Berlin, Cole Porter, Richard Rod-
gers, Herman Starr's group and
others., One hijl]-raul:ing member
statedd the end of the weighted
vote could mean the end of the
Society as it is now known.

Meanwhile, on Broadwuay the
names of Stanley Adams, Ned
Washington and others were men-
tioned as possible candidates for
the presidency. Cunningham’s
termi expires in April, and ASCAP
regulations de not permit him to
take another term now. It is prog-
nosticated that he will be retained
to continue work on the juke box
problem.

Album Records

Army Contest
Winners

_ WASHINCTON —— The Army
Is getting out an LP package
Army Entertainment Program of

| 1938, in the first effort at re-
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