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The Country Music Association Board of Directors, to increase the
efficiency of the Board and CMA's operating procedures, appointed
a Task Force to revise the bylaws.The current bylaws were adopted
in 1958 and have had only minor changes over the last 40 years.
The Task Force will present their recommendations to the Board at
their meetings in Chicago on Sept. 17-18. Any changes approved
by the Board will be mailed to the CMA membership for review
prior to the Election of Directors meeting on Nov. 6 in Nashville.
Domestic CMA membership can vote on the changes at that
meeting or sign their proxy to have someone vote on their behalf.
International members will receive a bylaws ballot with their
mailing to return via mail or vote in person at that meeting.

To pre-order your copy of the official 2003 CMA Awards Program
Book visit www.CMAawards.com and download an order form.
The full-color Program Book features all of the 2003 nominees, a
complete listing of past CMA Awards winners, the Country Music
Hall of Fame inductees and members, CMA Awards history and
much more.

Check, money order, or major credit card payments will
be accepted. Call CMA at (615) 244-2840, or e-mail
aeckard@CMAworld.com and an order form will be faxed or
mailed to you. Or you may save money in shipping and handling
fees and stop by the CMA office to purchase on site after the
Awards broadcast on Nov.5.

A limited quantity of CMA Awards Program Books are available
so pre-order your copy today! Program Books will not be shipped
until Nov.6.0ne CMA Awards Program Book is distributed to each
CMA Awards ticket holder at the Grand Ole Opry House on Nov. 5.

In the July/August
issue of CMA Close Up,
Sherrié Austin’s
record label was
misidentified. Her
new album, Streets of
Heaven, was released
in August on BBR/C4 Records. A portion of the album’s proceeds
will be donated to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
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An Eclectic Mix of Final Nominees Announced For
Country Music’s Biggest Night™
“The 37th Annual CMA Awards”

Toby Keith Garner§@areer-Topping Seven N@

mations
Johnny Casiy&teives Four Nominations

»>

wsshe final list of nominees for “The 37th
Annual CMA Awards” is a mix of hard-core
s traditionalists, sentimental favorites,
' /Country mainstream stalwarts and blue-
/' grass innovators — with a shaker of salt
~ tossed in thanks to Jimmy Buffett. Rich in
heritage, talent and appeal, the nominees span the
history of the CMA Awards from Johnny Cash, who
received his first CMA Award on the inaugural
television broadcast of the Awards in 1968, to
Buddy Jewell,who released his debut CD this summer.
“Nothing comes close to illustrating the
enormous depth and appeal of our format than this
outstanding collection of nominees,” said CMA
Executive Director Ed Benson.”l am excited looking
back over the past year at the quality of our music
and the potential growth for our business. Qur
strength is embodied in the many different styles of
Country Music today.”
Reigning CMA Female Vocalist of the Year Martina
McBride and special guest, reigning CMA Horizon
Award winner Rascal Flatts, made the
announcements on Tuesday morning, Aug. 26,
during a news conference at the Grand Ole Opry
House in Nashville, Tenn. “The 37th Annual CMA
Awards” will broadcast live Wednesday, Nov. 5
(8:00-11:00 PM/EST) from the same stage on the
BS Television Network.
Toby Keith garnered the most nominations with
ven including Entertainer, Male Vocalist, Album
Unleashed, Song, Single, Music Video and Vocal
ent of the Year for “Beer For My Horses,” a duet
th Willie Nelson. Keith is also eligible to win two
dditional trophies in the Single and Album of the
2ar categories as co-producer. Other multiple

Buddy Jewell and Tennessean reporter Brad Schmitt

nominees included Brooks & Dunn, Johnny Cash
and Brad Paisley with four nominations each. Alan
Jackson, Tim McGraw, Willie Nelson and Darryl
Worley each received three nominations. Kenny
Chesney, Dixie Chicks, Martina McBride,
Montgomery Gentry, Joe Nichols and Blake Shelton
all received two nominations.

Other standouts included Alabama, who are in
the midst of their farewell tour, who were nominated
for Vocal Group of the Year — a trophy they haven't
claimed since 1983. Dolly Parton was nominated for
Female Vocalist of the Year, an Award she received
in 1975 and 1976, and Randy Travis, was nominated
for Single of the Year, for “Three Wooden Crosses.”
The last time Travis won the category was 1987 with
“Forever and Ever, Amen.”

And then there’s Cash.

Johnny Cash is nominated for Vocal Event of the
Year with the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band on “Tears in the
Holston River;” Single and Music Video of the Year
for“Hurt,”a song first recorded by rock act Nine Inch
Nails and written by lead singer Trent Reznor; and
Album of the Year for American IV: The Man Comes
Around. Cash has won Album of the Year two times
in his career: 1968 with Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison
and 1969 with Johnny Cash at San Quentin.The last
nomination Cash received for Album of the Year
was 1970 with Hello, I'm Johnny Cash.

Country Music saw its share of pop and rock acts
turning to Country in 2002-03. There were several
crossover artists from the pop and rock worlds that
connected with a Country audience including Kid
Rock and Sheryl Crow nominated in the Vocal Event
category for “Picture” and Alan Jackson with Jimmy
Buffett on this summer’s party ode “It’s Five O’Clock



¥

Ed Benson, CMA Executive Director; Steve Azar; Buddy Jewell; Tammy Genovese, CMA Associate
Executive Director; Darryl Worley; Jennifer Hanson; Robert Deaton, CMA Board Member and
CMA Awards TV Committee Chairman and Julie Talbott, Executive Vice President Affiliate
Marketing, MJI Programming.

Somewhere.” This is Buffett’s second CMA Award
nomination. The first was in 1977 when he was
nominated for Single of the Year for
“Margaritaville.”

Roots-based Country Music was well represented
among the nominees, particularly in the Female
Vocalist of the Year category. Alison Krauss received
her second nomination in a row for Female Vocalist
(she won in 1995). Critically acclaimed for her
mountain soul, Patty Loveless was also nominated
in the category, which she won in 1996. Rounding
out the category were Terri Clark; Martina McBride,
who won in 1999 and 2002; and Dolly Parton.

In the Male Vocalist of the Year category, there
was a rare tie resulting in six nominees instead of
five. Kenny Chesney, Alan Jackson, Toby Keith, Tim
McGraw, Brad Paisley and George Strait are all vying
for this coveted title. With his nomination in the
category, Strait still holds the record of most career
CMA Award nominations with 71.

Keith is racking up an impressive streak of CMA
Award nominations as well — increasing last year's
count of six nominations to seven in 2003. Keith
won his first CMA Award in 2001 capturing Male
Vocalist of the Year. His nominated album
Unleashed debuted at No. 1 on both the Billboard
Country and Top 200 album charts and has since
been certified triple Platinum.

Country artists receiving their first CMA nominations
were Gary Allan, Andy Griggs, Buddy Jewell, Joe
Nichols and Blake Shelton. Nichols made an
impressive debut with an Album of the Year
nomination for his debut album Man With A
Memory along with an Horizon Award nod. Blake
Shelton received nominations for Horizon and
Vocal Event with Tracy Byrd along with Andy Griggs
and Montgomery Gentry on“The Truth About Men.”

The 2003 broadcast of the CMA Awards marks
the 12th consecutive year that Vince Gill will host
the prestigious Awards program. The popular Gill
has garnered 18 CMA Awards, more than any other
artist. For five consecutive years (1991-1995), Gill
won the CMA Male Vocalist Award, an achievement
unequaled in the history of the Awards.

In 1968, the CMA Awards became the first music
awards special to be broadcast on network television.
Since then, the program has consistently earned
top ratings and is traditionally one of the highest-

&

rated specials in the television season. For the first
time in 2001, the CMA Awards moved to the very
competitive fall sweeps period. “The 36th Annual
CMA Awards" was critically acclaimed and led CBS
to its first Wednesday victory of the season in
viewers and households when it aired on Nov. 6,
2002, attracting 38 million viewers. The November
time slot also helps position Country Music releases
during the critical fourth-quarter retail season.

Winners of “The 37th Annual CMA Awards” will be
determined in the third and final round of voting
by the 5,000 professional members of the Country
Music Association. CMA Awards balloting is officiated
by the international accounting firm of Deloitte &
Touche LLP.

In addition to live coverage of the CMA Awards
nominees news conference event on CBS' “The
Early Show" featuring News Anchor Hannah Storm,
a video news release with footage from the 2002
Awards and interviews with some of the 2003
nominees was serviced to various media outlets.

An audio feed of the news conference with
nominee interviews, as well as the announcement
of the 2003 CMA Broadcast Awards finalists, was also
available to any Country radio station, delivered via
StarGuide from CMA's official radio partner MJI
Programming, a division of Premiere Radio
Networks. MJI will also provide further Awards
programming including a stereo-radio simulcast of
“Country Music’s Biggest Night™” on Nov. 5.

The CMA Awards are produced by Walter C.
Miller,directed by Paul Miller and scripted by veteran
television writer and Rolling Stone Senior
Contributing Editor David Wild. The Awards will also
be seen around the world, including on BBC
Television in the United Kingdom. Wendy Pearl

Rascal Flatts

~pla
Martina McBride

Makeup artist Melissa Schleichler with Buddy Jewell




Martina McBride

Steve Azar
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Rascal Flatts

Darry! Worley and Ed Benson

“The 37th Annual CMA Awards”

FINAL NOMINEES

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
Brooks & Dunn

Kenny Chesney

Alan Jackson

Toby Keith

Tim McGraw

FEMALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR
Terri Clark

Alison Krauss

Patty Loveless

Martina McBride

Dolly Parton

MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR
Kenny Chesney

Alan Jackson

Toby Keith

Tim McGraw

Brad Paisley

George Strait

HORIZON AWARD
Gary Allan

Buddy Jewell

Joe Nichols

Blake Shelton
Darryl Worley

VOCAL GROUP OF THE YEAR
Alabama

Diamond Rio

Dixie Chicks

Lonestar

Rascal Flatts

VOCAL DUO OF THE YEAR
Bellamy Brothers

Brooks & Dunn
Montgomery Gentry

Sons of the Desert

The Warren Brothers

SINGLE OF THE YEAR
(Award goes to artist and
producer)
"Beer For My Horses" -
Toby Keith duet with
Willie Nelson
Produced by James Stroud/
Toby Keith
DreamWorks Records Nashville

“Celebrity”- Brad Paisley
Produced by Frank Rogers
Arista Nashville

“Have You Forgotten?”—
Darryl Worley

Produced by Frank Rogers/
James Stroud

DreamWorks Records Nashville

“Hurt” - Johnny Cash
Produced by Rick Rubin
Lost Highway Records

“Three Wooden Crosses” -
Randy Travis

Produced by Kyle Lehning

Word/Curb/Warner Bros. Records

MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR

Jerry Douglas - dobro

Paul Franklin - steel guitar
Aubrie Haynie - fiddle/mandolin
Brent Mason - guitar

Randy Scruggs - guitar

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
(Award goes to artist and
producer)

American IV:The Man Comes
Around - Johnny Cash
Produced by Rick Rubin
Lost Highway Records

Home - Dixie Chicks

Produced by Dixie Chicks/
Lloyd Maines

Open Wide/Monument/
Columbia Records

Man With A Memory - Joe Nichols
Produced by Brent Rowan
Universal South Records

Tim McGraw And The Dancehall
Doctors - Tim McGraw/
Dancehall Doctors

Produced by Byron Gallimore/
Tim McGraw/Darran Smith
Curb Records

Unleashed - Toby Keith

Produced by James Stroud/
Toby Keith

DreamWorks Records Nashville

MUSIC VIDEO OF THE YEAR
(Award goes to artist and
director)
“Beer For My Horses" -

Toby Keith duet with

Willie Nelson
Directed by Michael Salomon

"Celebrity”“- Brad Paisley
Directed by Peter Zavadil

"Concrete Angel” -
Martina McBride

Directed by Robert Deaton/
George J.Flanigen |V

“Hurt” - Johnny Cash
Directed by Mark Romanek

“Red Dirt Road” - Brooks & Dunn
Directed by Steven Goldmann

VOCAL EVENT OF THE YEAR
Toby Keith duet with

Willie Nelson -
“Beer For My Horses”
DreamWorks Records Nashville

Alan Jackson and Jimmy Buffett
“It's Five O'Clock Somewhere”
Arista Nashville

Kid Rock featuring Sheryl Crow -
"Picture”
Lava/Atlantic Records

Nitty Gritty Dirt Band featuring
Johnny Cash -

“Tears in the Holston River”

Capitol Nashville

Tracy Byrd (with Andy Griggs,
Montgomery Gentry and
Blake Shelton) -

“The Truth About Men”

RCA Records

SONG OF THE YEAR

(Award goes to songwriter and
primary publisher)

“Beer For My Horses”

Toby Keith/Scotty Emerick

Tokeco Tunes/Big Yellow Dog Music

“Celebrity”
Brad Paisley
EMI April Music/Sea Gayle Music

“Have You Forgotten?”
Darryl Worley/Wynn Varble
EMI April Music/
Pittsburg Landing Songs/
Warner Tamerlane Pub.

“Red Dirt Road”
Kix Brooks/Ronnie Dunn
Sony/ATV

“Three Wooden Crosses”
Doug Johnson/Kim Williams

Mike Curb Music/Sweet Radical Music/

Sony/ATV Tunes



REACTIONS from some of the CMA Awards NOMINEES

“It’'s always good to see your name in there.We try to

keep changing it up and keeping it fun ... and when

you see that you're still here, that they're still calling

your name, then you know you've got another year
to get out there and make people happy.”

Kix Brooks of Brooks & Dunn

Entertainer, Vocal Duo, Song and Music Video of the Year

“Great! | am stunned actually. This is my first nod
from the CMA and I'm proud that my good friends
are sharing the honor with me. I think the song
definitely got the added personality and kick with
the help from Montgomery Gentry, Andy Griggs
and Blake Shelton.I'm looking forward to this year’s
CMA Awards, more than ever.” Tracy Byrd

Vocal Event of the Year

"Musically this has been an exciting year for me.
After all this time, I'm deeply honored that people
still enjoy what | am doing.| would like to thank the
members of the CMA for this consideration. It

means a great deal to me.” Johnny Cash
Album, Single and Music Video of the Year

“I let out a scream and grabbed [my dog] Oscar,
who was doing his little Oscar dance‘cause he knew
something was up, and ! just gave him the biggest
kiss. There | was in the living room in my pajamas,
not knowing whether to laugh or cry or scream
with happiness — not even knowing who to call —
and | just kept jumping up and down with the dog
in my arms! Seems like lately a lot of good things
are happening to me in my pajamas ... which is a
pretty great thing.” Terri Clark

Female Vocalist of the Year

For a kid from Luttrell, Tennessee, the idea that you
can play Neyland Stadium or be recognized by the
industry for doing a good job isn't something that
seems real. Except obviously it is; we've done it; I've
been there. It's moments like these, where | just
have to be quiet and take it all in because there are
no words.” Kenny Chesney

Entertainer and Male Vocalist of the Year

“For any artist this is an incredible moment and it
especially has been for me. It’s just another onein a
long list of great things that have happened in my
life. 1 couldn’t be more excited. | am just so happy
and so pleased to be nominated.” Buddy Jewell

Horizon Award

“Itis always rewarding to have your music acknowledged,
and | want to thank my fans and the industry for
that. It was a dream of mine when | wrote ‘Beer for
My Horses’ to have Willie sing on it and for the song
to go No. 1. That dream has become even better
now because that song has been nominated for
four awards. Making good music, and enjoying the
chance to have it heard, is one of those things that
matters most to me.” Toby Keith
Entertainer, Male Vocalist, Album, Single, Song, Music Video
and Vocal Event of the Year

“I'm thrilled to be nominated among such a great
group of truly gifted and talented women. It's
wonderful to see such a diverse group of artists
recognized by the CMA this year.” Patty Loveless

Female Vocalist of the Year

“It’s truly been a great year for me. I've had a lot of
wonderful things happen in my career. Still, hearing
your name read as a CMA Award nominee never
gets old! It's always a great honor to be nominated,
especially when you’re being recognized
alongside such amazing talents. [ couldn’t be more
thrilled.” Martina McBride

Female Vocalist and Music Video of the Year

“It is always amazing to be recognized for your

body of work. It's a validation of your peers. We had

very spec “c ideas for our new record and | am
proud to si. ire these nominations with my band.”

Tim McGraw

Entertainer, Male Vocalist and Album of the Year

“Let me hear you s: EAH!
Montgomery Gentry
Vo ocal Event of the Year

“| really wanted today to
Igotalump in my throat v hey announced’Joe
Nichols, Man With A Memor+’ {or Album of the Year.
That was the first time my name was called this
morning and it really was incredible to realize that |
had actually been nominated for a CMA Award. |
have watched the Awards for years and always
thought it would be so cool to be nominated. It
truly was a dream come true.” Joe Nichols

Horizon Award and Album of the Year

day. I have to admit

“I'm really excited to be included so many times in the
nominations. It's an understatement to say that it's
flattering. Thanks so much to the CMA voters, my
record label, and the fans who make this kind of thing
a reality.” Brad Paisley

Male Vocalist, Single, Song and Music Video of the Year

“What an absolute honor.I'mjust glad to be able to get
off the porch, much less to be running with the big
dogs.Thanks for the compliment.” Dolly Parton

Female Vocalist of the Year

“It's awesome! It’s just great. We took home Horizon
last year and now we've moved up a level to Group
with all of our heroes. It's going to be a great night
and we look forward to being there and seeing
what happens.” Rascal Flatts

Vocal Group of the Year

“This has always been a dream of mine. I've been
nominated for other awards but this may be the
most exciting. I'm honored to be in great company
for the Horizon Award category, it's means so much
to be recognized along with such good friends. I'm
also thrilled to have been a part of ‘The Truth About
Men.” Blake Shelton

Horizon Award and Vocal Event of the Year

“This is just as exciting as the first time, maybe even
more because |'ve seen first hand how this song has
touched people’s lives.” Randy Travis

Single of the Year

“This was definitely worth getting up early for this
morning.When you're nominated for three, you've got
a better chance of winning one! Actually, | already feel
like a winner having 'Have You Forgotten?’ nominated
in both the Single and Song of the Year categories.
What an honor.” Darryl Worley

Horizon Award, Single and Song of the Year

.|
& b
Martina McBride

Ed Benson

Ed Benson, International Artist Management
Ted Hacker and Darryl Worley

Buddy Jewell, Darryl Worley, Martina McBride,
Jay DeMarcus, Joe Don Rooney, Gary LeVox of
Rascal Flatts




Steve Azar, Jimmy Wayne, Jennifer Hanson, Buddy Jewell, Darryl Worley and Ed Benson

America’s top Country radio stations and on-air personalities were

ecognized when artists Steve Azar, Jennifer Hanson, Buddy Jewell,
Jimmy Wayne and Darryl Worley announced the finalists for the 2003
CMA Broadcast Personality and Station of the Year honors during the
CMA Awards nominees news conference at the Grand Old Opry House in
Nashville on Tuesday, Aug. 26.

This year's winners will be recognized during “The 37th Annual CMA
Awards,” broadcast live Wednesday, Nov. 5 (8:00-11:00 PM/EST) on the
CBS Television Network from the Grand Ole Opry House.

"Radio is the premiere medium for creating and developing awareness
of new artists,” said CMA Executive Director Ed Benson."It's exciting to
have some of the top new artists in our genre be part of a celebration for
the radio stations and announcer personalities who have helped launch
their careers.”

Among the entries for the category of National Broadcast Personalities,
judges narrowed the field to three. Syndicated, short-form and hub
voice-tracking personalities heard in at least three markets with a
minimum of 40 shows per year were eligible.

“I guess including those 50-dollar bills with our entry was a good idea,”
said Ben Campbell, half of CMA National Broadcast Personality of the
Year finalist Ben & Brian of MJI Programming.”Seriously, it's really a result
of a lot of hard work by a ot of people, and we're just really excited to be
in such well-respected company,” added other half Brian Egan.

I am thrilled to be nominated for THE most prestigious award in
Country radio,” said National Broadcast Personality finalist Lia of Jones
Radio Network.

The finalists for Broadcast Personality and Station of the Year are selected
in four categories (Small Market, Medium Market, Large Market and
Major Market). The categories are established by market size based on
population as ranked by Arbitron. CMA members who are full-time,

CMA
BROADCAST AWARDS
NOMINEES ANNOUNCED

Steve Azar, Jennifer Hanson, Buddy Jewell,
Jimmy Wayne and Darryl Worley Make
Announcements in Nashville

Country on-air personalities and CMA member radio stations in the
United States and Canada were eligible to enter. Personalities who were
not CMA members were also eligible if they are employed by a CMA
member radio station.

First time finalist Hugh James of the Chris and Hugh Morning Show
from KAFF/Flagstaff, Ariz. said,"This is fantastic! Together, Chris and | have
48 years in Country radio and this is the first time we've entered the CMA
Awards. We couldn’t be happier to be nominated.”

"Winning the CMA Station of the Year Award is as big an honor as there
is in our format, and being nominated is a tremendous honor for K102,”
said Gregg Swedberg, Operations Manager at Major Market Station of
the year finalist KEEY/Minneapolis.”To know that your peers think highly
of the work you do is more gratifying than you can imagine. We're just
grateful to get noticed all the way up here in Minnesota, so thank you to
the CMA, the judges and the other great stations for the honor.”

Previous CMA Broadcast Award winners were also eligible with the
exception of those who received a CMA Award in 2002. CMA Broadcast
Award winners are not eligible to enter in consecutive years.

A panel of distinguished broadcast professionals, representing all
market sizes and regions, judges the entries. Entries for Broadcast
Personality of the Year are judged on aircheck, ratings, community
involvement and biographical information. Stations are judged on
airchecks, ratings history, community involvement and leadership.
Winners are determined by the aggregate score of the first round of
judging and the second round, which is completed by a different panel
of judges. The international accounting firm of Deloitte & Touche LLP
tabulates scoring by the judges.

Winners of the CMA Broadcast Awards will be notified live on the air via
telephone by a CMA Award nominated artist during the first week of
October. Kim Leslie

CMA Broadcast Awards Nominees

BROADCAST PERSONALITY OF LARGE MARKET

THE YEAR Dale Carter and Mary McKenna -

NATIONAL* KFKF/Kansas City

Bob Kingsley - ABC Radio Mike and Morgan in the Morning -
Networks WQDR/Raleigh

Ben & Brian - MJI Broadcasting Vicki Murphy -

Lia - Jones Radio Network
*This category has only three finalists

MAJOR MARKET

Amy B.- KPLX/Dallas

Bob Delmont - WPOC/Baltimore
Michael J.- WPOC/Baltimore
Skip Mahaffey - WQYK/Tampa

& Willy - KNIX/Phoenix

WFMS/Indianapolis

Jim, Deb & Kevin -
WFMS/Indianapolis

The Jeff Roper Morning Show -
WSOC/Charlotte

MEDIUM MARKET
Colleen Adair - WIVK/Knoxville
Valleri St. John - WWGR/
Ft. Myers, Fla.
The Cornbread Morning Show
with Pat James - KFDI/Wichita
The Scott Innes Cartoons Radio
Show - WYNK/Baton Rouge
TJ, Gina & Craig - KXKT/Omaha

SMALL MARKET LARGE MARKET

Bearman & Ken - KASE - Austin
WUSY/Chattanooga WFMS - Indianapolis

Chris & Hugh Morning Show WKDF - Nashville
KAFF/Flagstaff WMIL - Milwaukee

Dave & Dex - WUSY/Chattanooga
George and Tammy - WAXX/

Eau Claire, Wis.
Karl Shannon - WVLK/Lexington

STATION OF THE YEAR
MAJOR MARKET

KEEY - Minneapolis
KILT - Houston

KNIX - Phoenix

WPOC- Baltimore
WQYK - Tampa

WUBE - Cincinnati

MEDIUM MARKET
KFDI - Wichita

WGNA - Albany

WIVK - Knoxville
WKKO - Toledo
WWGR - Ft. Myers, Fla.

SMALL MARKET

KAFF - Flagstaff

KTTS - Springfield, Mo.
WAKG - Danville, Va.
WQXK - Youngstown, Ohio
WUSY - Chattanooga



“The 37th Annual CMA Awards”

NOMINEES NEWS
CONFERENCE

BROADCAST NATIONALLY
FOR THE FIRST TIME

reparations for “The 37th
Annual CMA Awards” nominees
news conference started before
the sun came up at the Grand
Ole Opry House in Nashville on
Tuesday, Aug. 26.

For the first time, the
CMA Awards nominees announcements were
broadcast live on national television via“The Early
Show" on the CBS Television Network.”The Early
Show" news anchor Hannah Storm stepped out
from behind the news desk to emcee the event,
interviewing host Martina McBride and special
guest Rascal Flatts before turning it over to
them to read the much-anticipated nominations.

“I think having the nominees announced on
‘The Early Show'brought Country Music artists to
a whole new audience,” Storm said after the
broadcast. “I think we actually drew some fans
into the Country Music world this morning, which
is great.

“As a former radio broadcaster as well as a
music fan, | appreciate the power and impact of
both a wonderful artist and a great song. There
have been so many amazing artists and songs in
Country Music this year. t's a pleasure to bring all
the excitement of the CMA Awards nominations
to ‘The Early Show' viewers.”

Normally a private event, the news conference
was opened to the public, drawing an enthusiastic
crowd.There was already a line forming when the
doors opened at 6:00 AM.

“I've never been to anything like this before,”
said Buzz Holden, a fan from Pennsylvania. ‘|
had a lot of fun and was glad to see my
favorites, Toby Keith and Darry! Worley, get so
many nominations.”

Worley performed his No. 1 hit and twice-
nominated song “Have You Forgotten?" during
the news conference. Rascal Flatts delighted the
crowd with their No. 1 hit,"I'm Movin'On.”

“It was just like a big party,” said fan Ellen
Jennings of Nashville. “It was like Darryl Worley
and Rascal Flatts were playing in my living room.”

Following the performances, Horizon Award
nominees Worley and Buddy Jewell joined Steve
Azar, Jennifer Hanson and Jimmy Wayne to
announce the finalists for the CMA Broadcast
Awards.

Storm introduced McBride, who read the
nominees for the first three categories, including
Vocal Group of the Year. One of the nominees was
Rascal Flatts, who reciprocated by announcing
McBride as a finalist for Female Vocalist of the Year.

/ g

A set was constructed at the Grand Ole Opry
House featuring a 50-inch plasma high-definition
television that displayed a video montage
designed by Moo TV as the nominees were being
read.

Members of the press converged on the Opry
stage after the announcements for interviews.
More than 20 media outlets were represented,
including ABC Radio Networks, The Associated
Press, CMT News, CMT Radio Networks, Country
Weekly, Launch Radio Networks, MJI
Programming, Reuters, The Tennessean, USA Today,
WKRN-TV Nashville, WTVF-TV Nashville, WZTV-TV
Nashville, WVLT-TV Knoxville, Westwood One
Radio Networks, X Radio Networks and more.
Nashville’s 24-hour local news channel,
NewsChannel 5+, broadcast the entire event live.

In addition, a Video News Release (VNR) of
highlights from the press conference was sent by
satellite to network television affiliates, cable
news channels and syndicated entertainment
and news programming.

Worley participated in an MJI remote to radio
stations around the United States, including
WXTU-FM Philadelphia, WPOC-FM Baltimore,
WDAF-FM Kansas City, WSM-FM Nashville, WGAR-
FM Cleveland, WCOL-FM Columbus, KZLA-FM Los
Angeles and WOKQ-FM Boston.

“l couldn’t be more pleased with the way this
came off,” said Maurice Miner, MJ| Senior Director
of Country Programming. “Our eight-city radio
tour with Darryl immediately following the
nominations announcement generated additional
post-event excitement for Darryl and for CMA. In
an hour’s time, Darryl was sharing the excitement
of his three nominations with fans from coast-to-
coast.”

Rascal Flatts took part in a CBS television
satellite tour, interviewing with CBS affiliates
across the country.

“Having ‘The Early Show’ broadcast several of
our nominee categories live was both an exciting
addition to our traditional nominees press
conference and a further development of our
on-going partnership with CBS Television,” said
CMA Executive Director Ed Benson. “This
broadcast allowed fans across the nation to learn
who our top nominees were at the same time as
the artists and the industry. It also demonstrates
the support that CBS continues to give to the
CMA Awards and Country Music.”

Amanda Eckard

photos: Jim Hagans and John Russelt

Sony Music Nashville President John Grady and
Buddy Jewell

Martina McBride

Fans at the Grand Ole Opry House




The Country Music Association has
announced that musical legends
Floyd Cramer and Carl Smith will
become the newest members of
the coveted Country Music Hall of
Fame. Formal induction for the pair
will take place during “The 37th
Annual CMA Awards,” which will be
broadcast live on the CBS Television
Network, Wednesday, Nov. 5
(8:00-11:00 PM/EST) from the
Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville.

Cramer, who died in 1998, is the
first to be inducted in the new
“Recording and/or Touring
Musician” Active Prior to 198
category, while Smith is to ¢
inducted in the annual “Open”
category. All inductees are chosen
by CMA's Hall of Fame panel of electors,
consisting of more than 300
anonymous voters appointed by
the CMA Board of Directors. Cramer

and Smith will become the 89th ™
and 90th members of the Country:

Music Hall of Fame.

Reached at his ranch just outside
of Nashville by CMA Executive
Director Ed Benson, Smith
interrupted his daily walk to get the
news. "Well, that's fantastic. I'm
honored, | really am. | appreciate it
very much. | was afraid | was gonna’
hé‘o die first,” he said with a
chuckle.

Cramer’s widow, Mary, was nearly
moved to tears. "Well, how
wonderful,” she told Benson."You're
going to have me crying. | don't
know what to say. | wish Floyd could
be here to enjoy this, but | think
somehow he'll know. The children
will be so happy. | was hoping this
would_happen one day and | was
hoping it would happen during my
lifetime.”

"One of the highlights of my year
is telling our inductees that they
have been elected to the Country
Music Hall of Fame,” Benson said.
“The emotion, surprise and
gratification that comes with being
included in this impressive role call
of talented and influential leaders
is unparalleled by any other
announcement in our industry.”

CMA announces newest members of

COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME

-
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The sound of Country Music in the early 1960s was changing and the piano played
a pivotal role. And Floyd Cramer was Middle C shouldering most of the responsibility
and progressive licks. He popularized the “slip-note” technique and won acclaim for his
discriminating ear — as much for the notes he skipped as the ones he played.
Born Oct.27, 1933 near Shreveport, La., Cramer grew up in the sawmill town of Huttig, Ark.
A self-taught piano player, he landed a job fresh out of high school in 1951 on the renowned
"The Louisiana Hayride"” on Shreveport's radio station KWKH, where he performed with a
young Elvis Presley and Hank Williams Sr. He honed a style he referred to as a “plinking
honky-tonk-type piano” and played that way on Jim Reeves“Mexican Joe.”
Cramer made his first record for Abbott Records in 1953. On the advice of Chet Atkins,
Cramer moved to Nashville in 1955.Within two years, Cramer recalled that he was in“day and
night” doing session work. There were many artists who wouldn't record unless Cramer was
at the keys. In addition to recording with Presley and Patsy Cline, Cramer played for Eddy
Arnold, Roy Orbison and The Everly Brothers.
Atkins signed Cramer to RCA Records in the late '50s as an instrumental act. Four singles
into his deal, Cramer gained his first chart hit with “Last Date” (1960-1961), Atkins had
encouraged him to write the song to spotlight the style Cramer incorporated on Hank
Locklin’s recording of “Please Help Me, I'm Falling” in 1960. In the demo, composer Don
Robertson played piano sliding up into a note from the one beneath, and that was the slur
technique Cramer used to develop his signature style — a cornerstone of what would be
nown as the “Nashville Sound.”

Cramer’s biggest single came in 1961 with his No. 8 Country rendition of the Bob Wills
lassic “San Antonio Rose.” By mid-decade, Cramer was established as an album act,
ecording prolifically for RCA Records while working recording sessions at a furious pace. He
Iso toured in an act he formed with saxophonist Boots Randolph and Atkins. He continued
0 do sessions, play occasional concerts and make television-marketed albums until he was
jlagnosed with the cancer that eventually took his life at the age of 64 on Dec. 31, 1997.
ramer left behind his longtime wife Mary and two daughters.

'Woi
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A top hitmaker of the 1950s and ‘60s, Carl Smith was known for his dynamic voice, smoldering good looks and Country love songs.
Born March 15,1927 in Maynardville, Tenn,, (the hometown of one of Smith’s heroes, Roy Acuff), Smith sold flower seeds to pay for his
first guitar and cut grass to pay for the lessons.

Smith was a regular on Knoxville, Tenn. Country radio station WROL before serving in the U.S.Navy during World War II. After his four
tours of duty in the Philippines in 1946, Smith returned to WROL and played guitar in the Brewster Brothers Band.

Between 1947 and 1949, Smith paid his dues performing in Ashville, N.C., Augusta Ga, and Knoxville, but his break came in 1950.
While playing with Archie Campbell, Smith recorded a demo that landed in the hands of Nashville-based music publisher Troy Martin,
of the powerful Peer-Southern music publishing empire. Martin set up an audition with WSM-AM program director Jack Stapp,
who put him on the radio stations’ morning show six days a week and as a regular on the Grand Ole Opry. That sort of exposure and
Smith's talents were a combination Don Law, head of Columbia Records Country Division, couldn't ignore and he signed Smith to a
recording deal.

In June 1951, Smith rocketed to star status with early hits like “Let’s Live a Little,”"Mr. Moon” and “Let Old Mother Nature Have Her
Way.” He put his own band together in 1952, the Tunesmiths, and racked up a total 41 chart singles during the decade including hits
such as“Are You Teasing Me,"”“(When You Feel Like You're in Love) Don't Just Stand There,”It's a Lovely, Lovely World,"“Back Up Buddy,”
“Loose Talk,”“There She Goes” and “Hey Joel.”

Smith left the Opry in1956 to allow time to try his hand at acting. He appeared in two westerns “The Badge of Marshal Brennan”
(1957) and “Buffalo Gun” (1961 with Webb Pierce and Marty Robbins). In 1957, he joined the Philip Morris Country Music Show and
then in 1959 appeared on “Ozark Jubilee”in Springfield, Mo.In 1961, he joined Jimmy Wakely, Tex Ritter, Rex Allen and pop star Snooky
Lanson as co-host of ABC-TV's “Four Star Jubilee.” From 1964 to 1969, Smith hosted 190 episodes of his own “Carl Smith’s Country
Music Hall"on Canadian television. His singles on Columbia Records continued to chart through 1973, then he gradually gave up the
life of a “Tall Country Gentleman” for that of a gentleman rancher. Smith is the father of Country Music artist Carlene Carter with his
first wife, June Carter (1952-1957).In 1957, he married Country singer Goldie Hill. They have three children and live on their quarter
horse ranch south of Nashville,

“The Country Music Hall of Fame is welcoming two of Country Music’s most dynamic and influential entertainers,” Benson said.
“Their careers epitomize the unique impact that characterize the standards of the Hall of Fame."

Wendy Pearl and Scott Stem




Vince Gill Hosts “The 37th Annual CMA Awards” for 12th Consecutive Year

For the 12th year in a row, Vince Gill will host “The 37th Annu
Awards.” Not only has Gill hosted the CMA Awards for more cons|
years than any other awards show host in history, but he also
record for most CMA Awards won with 18. :

In February, Gill released The Next Big Thing, his 11th album
Nashville and Gill's first self-produced album. Gill and for

ille President Tony Brown, longtime friends and collaborators,
gether since Gill joined MCA Nashville in 1989 and Bro
as his producer. The fruit of that 13-year relationship has been
ry: 18 CMA Awards, 15 GRAMMYS, sales of 22 million and
and a dozen or so No. 1 singles. )

Brown announced he would leave MCA Nashville to help start
Universal South Records in early 2002, Gill felt the time was right to
recor%nthout his longtime producer at his side.

“| knew he was leaving to start his own label, and { felt like | may not
want to turn up with a new record that Tony and | have done if he’s just
left [MCA],"“Gill said. “I thought this might be a good opportunity for me
to see the kind of record 'd make on my own, so | just went in and did it."

Not to overplay Brown'’s influence — indeed, Gill says he’s had a hand
in producing all of his records, he just eschewed official “co-producer”
billing — it's noteworthy that Gill's first release in 13 years without Brown
is one he chose to produce himself.

The album touches on many of Gill's influences, from Country to
bluegrass, from pop to R&B, from folk to flamenco. Highlights include the
barrelhouse rock & roll of the tongue-in-cheek first single, “Next Big
Thing," Gill’s playful self-critique at the thirst for pop stardom.

Other standouts include the autobiographical talking blues of “This
Old Guitar And Me,” the Beatles/Beach Boys-like harmonies of “Don’t Let
Her Get Away," the square-dance Cajun feel of “Old Time Fiddle”and the
Mexicali guitars on the elegiac “We Had It All.” Not to mention a pair of
understated ballads with strings in the beautiful “Someday” and the
stately “These Broken Hearts.” There’s the Country-blues honky-tonk of
"Real Mean Bottle,” a tribute to Merle Haggard, and the unique
songwriting collaboration of Gill and Dean Dillon on “Whippoorwill
River" featuring harmony vocals from Gill's 20-year-old daughter Jenny.

ese are some different songs for me,” he said. “l don’t know how to

scribe them other than that hopefully I've grown up a little bit as a
songwriter. | didn't feel like there were any parameters on what | could
and couldn’t do," said Gill.

“Things feel very peaceful right now and that allows me to be as
creative as | can be,” said Gill."This record has let me get my imagination
back. The songs are about all sorts of things — they are kind of all over
the map from where they came from. I think being settled has allowed
me to feel like my old self again.”

The Professional Golfers Association (PGA) recently presented 46-year-
old Gill with the prestigious 2003 PGA Distinguished Service Award,
which commemorates notable golfers who have the integrity,
sportsmanship, leadership, humanitarianism and enthusiasm to better
the game.

The honorees that had stepped before him have included the late Bob
Hope, former Presidents Gerald Ford and George H.W. Bush, along with
golfers Gene Sarazen, Byron Nelson, Arnold Palmer and Jack Nicklaus.

Though Gill has carried a love of the game since he was a toddler and
has given back to the game in innumerable ways, he didn't believe that
he was worthy of the praise.

“It's kind of hard to even fathom it, in all honesty,” Gill said.“The truth is
that my love for golf is as passionate as my love for music, but music is
where | make a living. So anytime something comes from music, |
understand that, but this comes because | love the game of golf."

A native of Norman, Okla,, Gill founded the Vinny Pro-Celebrity Golf
Invitational in 1993, which has resulted in more than $3 million funds to
the Tennessee Golf Foundation.

“| started probably just over 20 years ago in pro-ams,” Gill said."l was
the perfect guy to do pro-ams because | could sing a few songs and
maybe people would come out. We had no idea that our golf
tournament would do what it's done. We've had 10,000 people in the g
galleries when this first went on and everybody was in shock.The whole 2
idea was born out of me just wanting to have a good time and inviting :E
my buddies for some golf.” g
On the Web: www,vincegill.com




DON'T FORGET TO VOTE!

Final ballots for “The 37th Annual CMA Awards” voting will be mailed to eligible
CMA members on Tuesday, Sept. 23. CMA Membership renewal payments must be
received by Wednesday, Sept. 10 to be eligible to vote. Final ballots will only be mailed
to those CMA members who received a second ballot and who are current in their
payment of membership dues.

The final ballot must be returned to the office of Deloitte & Touche by Friday, Oct.
24 at 5:00 PM/CST. The Deloitte & Touche office is located at: 424 Church Street,
SunTrust Center, Suite 2400, Nashville, Tenn. 37219-2396. The deadline is when the
ballots must be RECEIVED by Deloitte & Touche, NOT when they are postmarked.

CMA staff members do not vote for the CMA Awards, nor do they tabulate any
ballots.Ballots sent to the CMA office will be disqualified. DON'T FORGET TO VOTE and
make sure everyone you know who is eligible is voting too.

Advertise NOW in the
CMA Awards Program Book

Reach the important movers and shakers in the music industry on
“Country Music’s Biggest Night™" by reserving your advertising
space in“The 37th Annual CMA Awards” program book.

DEADLINES:
Ad space reservation: Friday, Sept. 19
Artwork and payment: Friday, Oct. 3

Contact: Bill Moran

CMA Advertising Sales Director
Tel: (818) 349-2171

Fax:(818) 349-2195

e-mail: bmoran@socal.rr.com

2003 CMA AWARDS PROGRAM BOOK ADVERTISING RATES
COVERS (4-COLOR PROCESS ONLY)
Inside Front Cover & Page 1 (2-page spread) $16,605

Inside Front Cover $9,455
Inside Back Cover $8,575
Back Cover $11,655

PREMIUM POSITIONS
Priority given to 4-color process ads
Premium Position pages ADD $1,000 per page

FULL PAGE

4-color process $6,195
2-color process $5,195
Black & White $4,695

HALF PAGE (Horizontal only)

4-color process $3,950
2-color process $3,450
Black & White $2,950

QUARTER PAGE (vertical only)
Black & White only $1,550

Advertising rates are net of agency fees. The CMA Awards program book is an
official publication of CMA. One free program book is given to each CMA Awards
attendee and additional copies are distributed to various outlets including partners,
advertisers and media. Fans may also purchase the program book on our website at
www.CMAawards.com or by contacting CMA at Tel: (615) 244-2840.

INTERNATIONAL
CMA MEMBERS
VOTE ONLINE FOR
FIRST TIME

For the first time, international CMA
members were given the option of casting
their ballots for “The 37th Annual CMA
Awards” through the Internet.

Each of the three CMA Awards ballots have
roughly four weeks to be returned to the
Deloitte & Touche offices after they are
postmarked from Nashville. Unfortunately
for several international CMA members, this
is nearly impossible to receive ballots and
return them on time with various
unpredictable and unreliable worldwide
postal services.

With the commitment to have every vote
count, CMA teamed up with VoteHere, an
organization based out of Bellevue, Wash.
that provides secure e-voting software for
organizations around the world.

International members receive each ballot
in the mail that has a unique personal
identification number (PIN) printed on the
ballot. The member may then logon to a
secure site, enter his PIN and complete the
ballot online. Only one ballot per member is
counted and every precaution has been
taken to ensure the integrity of the voting
process.

Because of the newly implemented system,
the return rate for the first and second
CMA Awards ballots from international
members increased and the return rate final
ballots are expected to follow suit.

"The new online system is a stunning
innovation for members such as myself who
are neither in the same hemisphere or time
zone as Nashville,” said Rod Cameron,
Director of Sales and Strategic Marketing for
Universal Music Australia. “So much of my
business communication is online and the
new system has fit into my daily work in the
most seamless way. In the past, | have never
really been sure if my ballot arrived on time.”

International balloting online is a test case
for eventually using the Web for ali CMA
Awards voting in the future to make it more
convenient for members and to increase
participation.

“We are excited about this new direction
and what it will mean in convenience for our
members when the systems are in place for
the entire membership to vote online,” said
CMA Director of Board Administration Peggy
Whitaker.

For more information on international
online voting, contact Kelly Randall at CMA
via e-mail: krandall@CMAworld.com or call
(615) 244-2840.
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Rascal Flatts / CBS Sateliite Tour

CBS NEWSPATH

CBS Newspath will be on hand for “Country Music’s Biggest Night™,”
sending satellite coverage of “The 37th Annual CMA Awards” to more
than 40 CBS affiliates across the country that are unable to attend.
From pre-show specials to live satellite interviews and pre-produced
packages on nominees, CBS Newspath connects viewers across the
country to their favorite CMA Awards moments and stars.

CBS SATELLITETOUR

For the first time, CMA and CBS offered a television satellite tour
following the announcement of the final nominees for the CMA
Awards to CBS affiliates with morning and afternoon talk/news
programs. Group of the Year nominee Rascal Flatts participated in the
tour with interviews in a dozen markets including Albuquerque,
Atlanta, Chattanooga, Denver, Des Moines, Kalamazoo, Mich., Knoxville,
Lexington, Ky., Memphis, Minneapolis, Oklahoma City and San
Francisco.

“It adds a whole new layer of excitement in those markets when the
local affiliate has a presence on the Red Carpet during the Awards
show,” CMA Director of Communication Wendy Pearl said. “In some
cases, we are seeing the affiliates produce live pre-shows and other
programming to drive awareness and tune in. We have a great
partnership with our CBS affiliates and it keeps getting better each year
with more participation and coverage of the Awards.”

CBS AFFILIATES COME FROM MILES AWAY

In the months leading up to the CMA Awards, CMA Communications
staff members call CBS affiliates from the top 60 markets in the country
inviting them to Nashville to cover the Awards.

Among the Top 15 markets represented last year at the CMA Awards
were Atlanta, Green Bay, Indianapolis, Jacksonville, Knoxville, Los
Angeles, New York, Phoenix, San Antonio and more.

"In my 25 years with KCBS, rarely, if ever have | encountered such a
tremendous group of professionals with whom to work on such a
production,” said Gary Johnson, of KCBS-TV Los Angeles. "That goes for
numerous coverages of the Oscars, Emmy's, GRAMMY's and yes, the
ACM's."

CMA AWARDS
NOMINEES
PROMOTIONAL CD
FOR MEDIA

Stuffed in press kits and
sent to news and media
outlets around the country is
the CMA Awards Nominees
promotional CD, featuring
popular songs from CMA
ards nominees.

‘The Nominees CD is a
rific tool to reach the media with a sampiing of the great music
d artists in the format over the past year,” Pearl said.”Not all of the
rnalists covering the CMA Awards are as familiar with the music as
8 want them to be and this is a great vehicle for reaching them.”

ew this year is the inclusion of music from the Country Music Hall of
e inductees (Floyd Cramer and Carl Smith) on the Nominees CD.

MEDIA AND PUBLICIST
CREDENTIALS REMINDER

Media and publicist credential
registration is now available online at
www.CMApress.com. Applications for
credentials are due Wednesday, Oct. 15

by 5:00 PM/CST. Once you complete
the credential application, an e-mail
will be sent confirming the receipt of
the application. Publicists and media
will be notified by Oct. 17 if they have
been approved for credentials.

“The Hall of Fame members are formally inducted on the CMA
Awards and this is a terrific way to familiarize the media with their
music and the impact they have had on the industry,” Pearl said.

SAVE THE DATE! INTERNATIONAL
Thursday, Nov. 6 MEDIA SETTO
Second Annual Glob§I Marke}s Forum COVER THE CMA
Following the Election of Directors
AWARDS

Meeting
Vanderbilt Stadium Club
201 25th Avenue South
Contact CMA for more information at
(615) 244-2840.

BBC Radio 2, the United
Kingdom'’s most-listened-to
radio station, returns for the
eighth consecutive year to
the CMA Awards to
broadcast three separate live programs totaling five hours over two
days. Nick Barraclough will preview the nominees during his program
that airs a few hours before the live broadcast. Barraclough, along with
veteran presenter Bob Harris, will interview winners from their room
backstage at the Grand Ole Opry House to air during the show’s
commercial breaks. The following day, Harris’ program will feature
winners highlights and interviews.

“The nominees represent the cream of the industry from seasoned
veterans to the brightest newcomers. A CMA Award is the most
coveted prize in Country Music and the ceremony remains the most
prestigious event on the Country Music calendar,” said BBC Radio 2
Producer Dave Shannon.

BBC 2 Television will produce the BBC 2 90-minute CMA Awards
edited version for the sixth year. Executive Producer Mark Hagen will
oversee all proceedings from the red carpet arrivals and the advance
filming.

Pat Geary from 3Cs Radio in Scotland will repeat his extensive on-site
coverage from last year including updates on Clyde Radio and the live
3Cs Breakfast Show broadcast immediately following the Awards.

Carolyn Carr will conduct during Awards week and the night of the
show to bring excitement to listeners on 94.1FM in Australia, the full-
time Country Radio station transmitting between Sydney and
Newcastle. Sister station 101.3FM Tweed Coast Country on the Gold
Coast will also air the coverage.

“Working with our state-of-the-art technical communications of
Australia’s Country Music Network, | will present the feel in all its glory
not only to Australia but the rest of the world via our Website," said Carr.

Georges Lang from RTL, the largest radio network in France, has
purchased the radio rights for the 13th consecutive year, and will
produce specials supporting “The 37th Annual CMA Awards.” " really
adore the Awards show.Every year it's different and it is magic,” he said.

Roger Ryan will cover the event for the Cork Evening Echo, a
newspaper in Ireland with a daily circulation of more than 28,000.”On
my first visit last year | was greatly impressed by the professionalism
and spectacle of the event,” he said.

Other familiar faces are set to return to take part in “Country Music’s
Biggest Night™"including Holland'’s Country Gazette writers Rineke van
Beek and Janny van Dam; Jean Agostini of Highway FM; Jean-Claude
Francois of France’s Radio Primitive; Brazilian writer Rodrigo Haddad;
Andreas Graban from AGR TV in Germany; and London Features
photographer Peter Hamisth. Bobbi Boyce




MJI PROGRAMMING COVERS THE CMA AWARDS
FOR 12th CONSECUTIVE YEAR

This is the 12th consecutive year that MJI has partnered with CMA to provide exclusive radio
programming and packaging for the CMA Awards. The audio feed is the first component of this
programming.The centerpiece of MJI's involvement will be a three-day remote broadcast from Nashville,
featuring 50 of the nation’s leading Country radio stations. In addition, MJI will offer a three-hour
pre-event radio special featuring the CMA Award nominees, a live stereo audio feed of the CMA Awards
broadcast on the CBS Television Network, a live one-hour backstage post-show with winners and Alan Jackson
extensive event coverage via its Country Today news and audio prep service.

MJI Programming, a division of Premiere Radio Networks and the official radio broadcaster of “The 37th Annual CMA Awards,” offered a free
audio feed of the CMA Awards nominations announcements on Aug. 26.

“MJlis thrilled to continue our partnership with CMA on the extensive Awards activities,” Julie Talbott, Premiere Radio Networks' Executive
Vice President of Affiliate Marketing said.”We know that radio is one of the most effective ways to communicate with audiences throughout
the country, and we welcome the challenge to find new and creative opportunities to expose these consumers to Country Music.”

Premiere Radio Networks, Inc.,a subsidiary of Clear Channel Worldwide (NYSE:CCU), syndicates more than 70 radio programs and services to
more than 5,000 radio affiliations and reaches more than 180 million listeners weekly. Premiere is the No. 1 radio network in the countr
Premiere is based in Sherman Oaks, Calif., with 12 offices nationwide.

CMA and What A Trip! Offer Chance of a Lifetime to Country Music Fans

CMA and What A Trip! are once again offering CMA member radio stations, CBS Television affiliates and corporate partners exclusive trips to
the CMA Awards. These trips give Country radio stations a chance to give their listeners a once-in-a-lifetime experience at “The 37th Annual
CMA Awards” and drive tune-in and increase revenue for the station.

“What's so great about these promotional trips is that we have been able to tie-in a local sponsor to increase our revenue while being able
to send our Country listeners on a vacation of a fifetime,” said Renee Fonner, Director of Marketing and Promotion, WTHI-FM/Terre Haute, Ind.

Packages are only $1,150 for two people and include:
* Three days/two nights accommodations at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel & Convention Center
* Two tickets to “The 37th Annual CMA Awards”
* Two tickets to the post-CMA Awards Party
* Access to the CMA Awards dress rehearsal
* A special pre-party show at The Trap featuring a performance by Mark Wills, with guests
Billy Currington and Rebecca Lynn Howard
* Welcome dinner and private concert with DreamWorks Nashville recording artist Jimmy Wayne y y
* Brunch on the General Jackson Showboat and a show with songwriters Bob DiPiero, Jeffrey Steele =

and Mercury Nashville artist Anthony Smith plus special guest Capitol Nashville recording artist \ \ I "" r / NE ( J ,
(@] r ]
' — J

Susan Ashton
* Ground transportation to and from the airport and all scheduled trip promotion events
* Welcome gifts and souvenirs
* Trip coordination and supervision by What A Trip! staff

the incredible trip company

“Words cannot describe the excitement we experienced for all of our concerts, meals, hotel and photos for our trip to the CMA Awards,” said
Byron and Tricha Altmann of Norfolk, Va., who won a trip on radio station WCMS-FM/Virginia Beach, Va. “We left Nashville feeling like we were
the'stars. Money could not buy the feelings we had and always will keep with us and remember.”For more information on trip packages and
special rates on airfare through American Airlines, call Grace Reinbold or Darlene Williams at What A Trip! Inc,, Tel: (615) 269-0039, e-mail:
grace@whatatripil.com or darlene@whatatripi1.com. On the Web: www.whatatripil.com
* CMA Awards trip promotions are available to CMA Member radio stations. For membership information contact the CMA Membership
department at (615) 244-2840.Tickets provided to Country radio stations and CBS affiliates in exchange for an on-air promotion. Corporate
partners must purchase tickets.
**Artists and events are subject to change without notice

GET IN THE KNOW WITH www.CMAawards.com

Logon to www.CMAawards.com to find out the latest up-to-date Updates will be made to the site on Awards night, including
information on “Country Music’s Biggest Night™,” “The 37th Annual winners and a photo flipbook of the night's winners, performers,
CMA Awards.” presenters and red carpet arrivals.

The sight features a list of all the nominees, news updates on "CMAawards.com is a great resource for CMA Awards history and
scheduled performers, a searchable CMA Awards history database the latest news surrounding the nominees, the winners and Country
and brand new, customizable CMA Awards e-cards that fans can Music’s Biggest Night™,” said CMA Director of New Media and

send to their family and friends. Technology Daphne Larkin. “This year, we're very happy to add a fun
Information is also available on the new Country Music Hall of promotional element to the site with customizable CMA Awards
Fame inductees as well as information on Hall of Fame members, e-cards in addition to a full recap of the night’s activities in the
candidate criteria and election procedures. always popular photo flipbooks.”
Once the CMA Broadcast Awards winners are announced during Last year, www.CMAawards.com had more than 151,000 unique

the pre-telecast of the CMA Awards, samples from their winning visitors to the site during CMA Awards Week.
entries will be posted on the Website.



CMA Awards
MAILING SERVICE

For the second year, CMA is offering the opportunity for CMA
Awards nominees to educate CMA voting members about the
nominees and nominated products. This opportunity is available
to all CMA Awards nominees, but nominees who are CMA members
may take advantage of discounted rates.

This CMA Awards mailing service is available only for those
appearing on the second or third ballots of the 2003 CMA Awards
during the balloting period from July 22 through Oct. 24, 2003.
Third ballots are mailed on Tuesday, Sept. 23.

Under NO circumstances will the authorized mailing house
release the CMA Awards mailing list to anyone nor does CMA
release membership lists to anyone.

CMA AWARDS MAILING SERVICE FEES

Fees vary depending on category of CMA membership and the

areas to be mailed. Quantities of addressees are listed below.

Area | - All CMA voting members residing in the United States
Quantity of mailing pieces necessary: 5,000 per mailing

Non-Member Nominee $2,200
CMA iIndividual Members

Regular Individual $2,000
Sterling Individual $1,800
CMA Organizational Members

Basic Level $1,750
Bronze Level $1,650
Silver Level $1,500
Gold Level $1,250
Platinum Level $1,000

Area Il - All CMA voting members residing in Canada
Quantity of mailing pieces necessary: 100 per mailing
Additional fee per mailing $50

Area Il - All CMA international voting members residing

outside the United States and Canada

Quantity of mailing pieces necessary: 500 per mailing
Additional fee per mailing $50

If you are not a CMA member but would like to receive a
discounted fee, you may apply for membership by contacting
andi Simms at CMA or apply online at www.CMAworld.com. In
er to take advantage of the discounted CMA membership rates
he CMA Awards mailing service, your membership application
st be received by Tuesday, Sept. 16.

ere are no limits as to the number of mailings a qualifying
inee or nominee representative can send.

or more information on the CMA Awards mailing service contact:
andi Simms, CMA, Tel: (615) 664 -1607; Fax: (615) 726 - 0314 or
ail: bsimms@CMAworld.com

photo: Amanda Eckard

AMERICAN AIRLINES IS THE OFFICIAL
AIRLINE OF THE 2003 CMA AWARDS

American Airlines, the country’s largest airline, is the Official Airline of
the 2003 CMA Awards, announced CMA Senior Director of Strategic
Marketing Rick Murray.

CMA members receive special discounts from American Airlines year-
round as a member benefit. CMA members receive seven percent off
applicable discounted fares and 13 percent off any full-fare, first class or
coach class in the United States and Canada. To receive this discount,
CMA members must book travel through Travel Stars at (615) 329-2020
and tell the agent they are a CMA member and would like the CMA
member discount.

You will be asked to provide your CMA membership number. If you
have lost your membership card containing this identification number,
call Jamie Piatt in the CMA Membership Department at (615) 664-1615 or
e-mail at jpiatt@CMAworld.com and she will provide you with your
number. Please note that the Travel Stars service fee is $25 per ticket.

“We are very excited about the elevated partnership with American
Airlines that began last year,” said Murray. "American has stepped up to
the plate and not only provided extensive air travel for our CMA Awards
production team, but also is aggressively exploring ways we can further
enhance the partnership and benefits for our members.We are looking at
offering special savings for domestic travel and creating savings for
international travel to selected countries.That can save artist tours thousands
of dollars and make international travel to the CMA Music Festival more
affordable increasing our international attendance dramatically.”

American Airlines is the world’s largest carrier. American, American
Eagle and the AmericanConnection regional carriers serve nearly 275
cities in 50 countries and territories with approximately 4,300 daily
flights. The combined network fleet numbers more than 1,100 aircraft.
American’s award-winning Website, www.AA.com, provides users with
easy access to check and book fares, and to personalized news,
information and travel offers. American Airlines is a founding member of
the oneworld Alliance.

BALCONY

CMA AWARDS TICKETS

Ticket order forms for the CMA
Awards were mailed Friday, Aug. 1
to valid Sterling and Organizational
CMA members.

MEZZANINE

@ GREEN

$300 00

Seating is limited, so CMA PINK $250 00

GRAY $200 00

members are encouraged to send W ORANGE  $15000
B BLUE $12500 o

in their CMA Awards ticket order
forms as soon as possible. Ticket orders are accepted by mail ONLY — orders
sent by fax, e-mail or by telephone will not be accepted.

An e-mail or postcard will be sent to you notifying that your ticket order
form has been received. If you are an eligible CMA member and have not
received your ticket order form, contact CMA's Special Projects department at
(615) 244-2840 or e-mail tickets@CMAworld.com.

CMA Awards tickets will NOT be mailed. A confirmation letter will be sent
at the beginning of October that will include specific information on the CMA
Awards Party, as well as CMA Awards ticket pick-up. This confirmation letter
will be required to obtain the CMA Awards tickets.

A seating chart of the Grand Ole Opry House with prices listed is available
above for your convenience.

NOTICE TO ALL CMA AWARDS TICKET HOLDERS

CMA Awards tickets are for CMA members and are intended solely for CMA
members’ personal use and are non-transferable. The transfer of CMA Awards
tickets to anyone not entitled to receive them, either by resale, for promotions,
contests, auctions or giveaways is strictly prohibited — unless approved in
advance by CMA. Your signature on the ticket order form is required as
evidence of your agreement to follow these regulations. CMA reserves the
right to withdraw future ordering privileges for any ticketing abuse.

Obstructed
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FREE STANDING
INSERTS
IN A NEWSPAPER
NEAR YOU

Country Music fans are having an
opportunity of a lifetime delivered to
their doorstep.

Free Standing Inserts (FSls) reach
Country Music core fans while also
reaching out to fringe fans or potential
viewers who are looking through the
local Sunday newspaper to remind them
that the CMA Awards broadcast is near
and in some instances, provide extra
exposure for artists who may appear on
the show.

CMA has partnered with two high
profile FSI campaigns to support the
CMA Awards broadcast:

Valassis Communications offers fans
the “Chance of a Lifetime” through a
sweepstakes where one lucky person
can win a trip for two to the 2003 CMA
Awards. Television spots ran in regional
markets Aug. 4-17 advertising the
coupon insert, which reached 58 million
households.

Martha White® ran a full page FSI that
reached 19 million consumers on Sept.
21 to promote their sweepstakes. The
prizes included a grand prize trip to the
2004 CMA Awards and four first prizes to
the 2004 CMA Music Festival / Fan Fair®.
The sweepstakes was extended in stores
where Martha White is sold and on
www.marthawhite.com to build
additional awareness.

CMA and Kellogg's® Rice
Krispies® Present The
Road to the CMA Awards

In celebration of the 75th Anniversary of Kellogg’s® Rice Krispies®,
the Kellogg Company, in conjunction with CMA, is bringing the
“Road to the CMA Awards” tour to five markets across the United
States.

The five participating markets include Detroit, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Orlando and New York.

After premiering the Kellogg’s™ Rice Krispies™ Jammin’ Jingle
Contest this year at Fan Fair, Kellogg will host similar “Casting Call”
events at each of the five locations. Children 4-12 will have the
opportunity to appear with Snap™, Crackle™ and Pop™ and
perform the latest Kellogg’s™ Rice Krispies™ jingle and enter for a
chance to win the grand prize — a VIP trip to “The 37th Annual
CMA Awards”in November.

Country Music stars will be on hand in each city to participate in
a live Q&A session, meet and greets and autograph signings.
Artists participating include Linda Davis, Dusty Drake, Lila McCann,
Sons of the Desert, Chalee Tennison, Jimmy Wayne, The Wilkinsons
and Michelle Wright.

Kellogg's™ Rice Krispies™ Jammin’ Jingle Contest “Casting Call” will
take place in the following markets:

Detroit - Aug. 30

Farmer Jack - 200 Merriman Road
Westland, Mich.

Featuring Jimmy Wayne and The Wilkinsons

San Francisco - Sept. 6

Safeway - 4495 First Street

Livermore, Calif.

Featuring Chalee Tennison and The Wilkinsons

Los Angeles - Sept. 13

Albertsons — 25872 Muirlands Boulevard
Mission Viejo, Calif.

Featuring Lila McCann and Michelle Wright

Orlando - Sept. 20

Wal-Mart - 2500 South Kirkman Road

Orlando, Fla.

Featuring Linda Davis, Sons of the Desert and Michelle Wright

New York - Sept. 27

Shop-Rite - Route 130 South & Renaissance Boulevard
North Brunswick, N.J.

Featuring Dusty Drake, Linda Davis and Chalee Tennison

“Kellogg is very excited to be partnering with the Country Music
Association to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of Kellogg’s® Rice
Krispies®,” said Jenny Enochson, Director of Marketing and
Communications for Kellogg. “Country Music is getting more and
more popular with kids and families everywhere, and we think the
Jammin’ Jingle Contest is a perfect way to celebrate America’s
music and one of America’s favorite cereals. Not only will kids at
our Jammin' Jingle events have an opportunity to perform our new
jingle onstage, but they'll also get a chance to meet some of their
favorite Country performers.”

For more information on the Kellogg's™ Rice Krispies™ Jammin’
Jingle Contest and find out how to enter by mail, logon to
www.ricekrispies.com.

*Artists appearing and schedule subject to change.
**Contest void where prohibited. Must enter by Sept. 29, 2003. Subject
to complete official rules and age/residency requirements.

™, ¥ Kellogg Company. ©2003 Kellogg Company
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CMA Awards WEEK EVENTS

SUNDAY, NOV. 2

Nashville Songwriters Foundation

33rd Annual Hall of Fame Dinner and Induction Ceremony (Invitation only)
Loews Vanderbilt Plaza Hotel, 2100 West End Avenue, Tel: (615) 256-3354

MONDAY, NOV.3

ASCAP Country Awards (Invitation only)

Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center, 2800 Opryland Drive
Tel:(615) 742-5000

TUESDAY,NOV. 4

51st Annual BMI Country Awards (Invitation only)

BMI Nashville, 10 Music Square East, Cocktails at 6:30 PM, Show at 7:30 PM
Tel: (615) 401-2000

CRB Fall Forum
“Follow the money: An economic snapshot of radio, records, touring and publishing.”
Downtown Nashville Renaissance Hotel (Ballroom), 1:00-3:00 PM, Tel: (615) 327-4487

“Behind the CMA Awards” (Invitation only)

Acoustic performance by a special guest for CMA Awards Promotion winners
The Trap, 201 Woodland Street, 9:30 PM

For more information contact CMA at (615) 244-2840.

Opry at the Ryman
Ryman Auditorium, 116 Fifth Avenue North, 7:00 PM, Tel: (615) 889-3060

Fall Into Nashville with Toby Keith (Invitation only)
Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, 222 Fifth Avenue South
Ford Theater, Tel: (615) 416-2096

WEDNESDAY, NOV.5

“The 37th Annual CMA Awards”

Grand Ole Opry House

Live Broadcast (7:00-10:00 PM/CST, 8:00-11:00 PM/EST)
CBS Television Network

CMA Awards Post Party
Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center
Presidential Ballroom, 10:00 PM

THURSDAY, NOV. 6

Annual CMA Election of Directors

Vanderbilt Stadium Club, 201 25th Avenue South
10:00 AM Brunch / Polls Open

11:00 AM Election of Directors Meeting

CMA Global Markets Forum
Vanderbilt Stadium Club, 201 25th Avenue South
For more information contact CMA at (615) 244-2840.

SESAC Country Music Awards (Invitation only)
SESAC Nashville Headquarters, 55 Music Square East, 7:00 PM, Tel: (615) 320-0055

Reunion of Professional Entertainers (R.O.P.E.) Dinner
Gibson Bluegrass Showcase, Opry Milts

5:30-6:30PM Meet & Greet

7:00 PM Dinner

8:00 PM Awards Presentations

9:00 Show featuring Mel Tillis, Tel: (615) 340-9383

Nfing Mer Voice Media Reception

saturing Robert K. Oermann and Mary Bufwack (Invitation only)
ountry Music Hall of Fame and Museum, 222 Fifth Avenue South,
al: (615) 416-2084

chedule and artists appearing subject to change.

| CMA Awards Week activities take place in Nashville.

[ times Central Standard Time (CST) unless otherwise listed.
piled by Andrea Birkhead

OFFICIAL CMA AWARDS

MERCHANDISE
on sale now

While you may not see models strutting down
catwalks wearing it, official CMA Awards merchandise
is always in style. It gives the wearer a unique look and
is a virtual walking billboard to drive tune in to “The
37th Annual CMA Awards.”

This year’s CMA Awards merchandise includes
T-shirts, baseball caps, visors, hooded zip-front
sweatshirts, skullcaps, fleece pullovers, golf shirts and
fleece blankets that are used for everything from
promotional contests to retail sales to fans.

Country radio stations and CBS television affiliates
use the merchandise for on-air giveaways that coin-
cide with promotions for the CMA Awards.

The stations also have the opportunity to have their
call letters or logos embroidered on some of the mer-
chandise for an additional fee.

To better meet the merchandise needs of the
stations, CMA is offering three popular party pack
options at discounts:

+ Basic Party Pack - Includes 12 CMA Awards
T-shirts — $100 (a $200 retail value)

« Regular Party Pack - Includes 12 CMA Awards
T-shirts and 12 CMA Awards baseball caps — $220
(a $400 retail value)

* Deluxe Party Pack - Includes 18 CMA Awards
T-shirts and 18 CMA Awards baseball caps — $310
(a $600 retail value)

These prices include shipping, handling and sales tax.

Returning again this year is the inclusion of the
point-of-purchase (POP) branding artwork on the
back of the T-shirts. POP materials are placed in retail
record stores to promote visibility of the CMA Awards
and to drive Country album sales. Incorporating the
POP design on the T-shirts is a great way to reinforce
the in-store promotional materials including a poster,
flat and divider card. (See page 21 for POP visuals.)

For the first time, CMA Awards merchandise is
available to order online at www.CMAawards.com.

CMA members: To order official CMA Awards
merchandise at a CMA Member discount, complete
the special member order form on the following
pages or logon to the CMA member-only Website at
my.CMAworld.com to download an order form and
fax to (615) 255-3513. Non-CMA members may
purchase CMA Awards merchandise on
www.CMAawards.com, however they do not receive
the special discount.

For more information on ordering party packs,
personalizing your merchandise and other
questions, call the CMA Marketing department at
1-800-998-4636 or (615) 244-2840.



2003 CMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM

A The Country Music Association has developed a line of

37% CMA Awards merchandise to help you promote “The
37th Annual CMA Awards.” To order your merchandise
complete the attached order form and return it by Friday,
Oct. 3, 2003 to: IMAGINATION SPECIALTIES, CMA AWARDS
MERCHANDISE, 230 Great Circle Road,

AW A R.D S.. Suite 248, Nashville, Tenn. 37228, Tel: (615) 255-5688
_/ ext. 3035, Fax: (615) 255-3513. If you have any questions,
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 5, 2003 please call CMA Marketing at (615) 244-2840.

8PW/ET @ CBS
CMAawards.com

A. SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT

Color: White or Steel Green. 100% cotton. The CMA Awards logo and
viewer information are silk-screened on the front, over the left chest.
"Country Music's Biggest Night™" is printed full color on the back.

B. GOLF SHIRT

Color: Slate. 100% cotton. 7 oz. Pique. Yarn-dyed for sharp color fastness
in a unique palette, three-button placket, welt collar and cuffs and wood-

tone buttons. The CMA Awards logo is embroidered on the front, over the
left chest.

C. BASEBALL CAP

Color: Stone/Navy. Six-panel, unstructured and low profile. The CMA
Awards logo is embroidered on the front above the bill with viewer
information located on the back.

D. FULL ZIP, HOODED SWEATSHIRT

Color: Black. 50,/50 cotton polyester Pillfree fleece; double-ined hood with
grommets; matching drawcord; Lycra reinforced rib cuffs and waistband;
muff pocket and set-in sleeves. The CMA Awards logo is embroidered on the
front, over the left chest.

E. KNIT CAP
Color: Black. 100% stylish acrylic knit cap. One size fits most. CMA Awards
logo is embroidered on the front with viewer information on the back.

F. VISOR
Color: Black. Lightly brushed for comfort; 3-panel construction; veicro closure
and fashion-curved bill. Front and side embroidery of CMA Awards.

G. FLEECE

Color: Maroon,/Black. Half zip with concealed pockets in contrasting shaped
side panels; contrasting inner collar and topstitching details. The CMA
Awards logo is embroidered on the front, over the left chest.

H. STADIUM BLANKET

Color: Red. 100% polyester; 14.5 oz non-pill; canyon fleece; matching
merrowed edge and 50" x 60”. Comer is embroidered with CMA Awards
logo. Packaged in clear zippered bag.
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CO BRANDING OPTION
Your station’s call letters and logo can be added to the CMA Awards

merchandise (embroidered apparel only). For more information on this
affordable option, call the CMA Awards Merchandise order desk at
(615) 255-5688 ext. 3035.




2003 CMA AWARDS PROMOTIONAL MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM

PAYMENT TERMS: All merchandise must be prepaid.
You may either mail your order with o check made payable to
IMAGINATION SPECIALTIES, CMA AWARDS MERCHANDISE,
230 Great Circle Road, Suite 248, Nashville, Tenn. 37228.
01, complete the credit card information and fax your order to
Imagination Specialties at Fax: (615) 255-3513. If you have
any questions, please call the CMA Awards Merchandise order
desk at Tel: (615) 255-5688 ext. 3035.

SHIPPING: Please add the shipping and handling charges
from the chart on the order form. All shipments will be sent
UPS or U.S. mail. For orders outside the Continental U.S.,
please call or fax Imagination Speciatties for exact shipping/
hondling chorges. Tel: (615) 2555688 ext. 3035, Fox:
(615) 255-3513.

Please allow 3-6 weeks for all orders to be processed.
Orders will not be accepted after Monday, Nov. 17, 2003.
All items are high quality, satisfaction guaranteed. We
accept check, money orders, Visa, Master(ard and American
Express—U.S. funds only. Please do not send cash.

Please print or type:

Name

Street Address

City State Zip
Daytime Phone Evening Phone

Fax e-mail

Method of Payment: (please circle)
Check Money Order VISA MasterCard American Express

Name on Card

Card # Exp. Date

Signature (required for credit card orders)
Credit Card orders only may be faxed fo: Imagination Specialties — FAX: {615) 255-3513

Qry. DESCRIPTION SIZE CMA MEMBER & CBS PRICE TOTAL
=" Short Sleeve T-shirt/White | Medium | - $10.00
- _ Short Sleeve T-shirt/White - | Large . $10.00
| Short Sleeve T-shirt/White | Xlarge | $1000
_ Short Sleeve Tshirt/White _ XXdarge  $12.00 B
~ Short Sleeve T-shirt/Steel Green | Medium | ~$11.00
Short Sleeve T-shirt/Steel Green . large $11.00 S
- Short Sleeve T-shirt/Steel Green | Xdlarge | $11.00
Short Sleeve T-shirt/Steel Green .~ XXdlarge | $13.00 L -
| Golf Shirt/Slate | Medium . $17.00
~ Golf Shirt/Slate ~ large $1ro0
_ Golf Shirt/Slate | Xdlarge | $1700
- Golf Shirt/Slate = XXlarge ~  $20.00
777777 Baseball Cap/Stone | One Size | - $13.00
Full-zip, Hooded Sweatshirt/Black _ Medium | $31.00 -
Full-zip, Hooded Sweatshirt/Black | Large | $31.00 S
- Full-zip, Hooded Sweatshirt/Black | Xlarge ~ $31.00
Full-zip, Hooded Sweatshirt/Black | XX-large . $34.00
- Knit Cap/Black - | One Size . $10.00
Visor/Black J | OneSize  $10.00
'/2-zip Fieece Pullover/Maroon and Gray | Medium | $31.00
'/2-zip Fleece Pullover/Maroon and Gray | large ' $31.00 I
'/2-zip Fleece Pullover/Maroon and Gray . Xlarge | $31.00
'/2-zip Fleece Pullover/Maroon and Gray | XX-large | - $34.00
Fleece Blanket - One Size » $27.00 - |
Sub Total

*Please odd the shipping and handling chorges from the chart below. All shipments will be sent UPS or US mail. For orders autside the Cantinentol
U.S., please call or fax Imagination Specialties for exact shipping/handling charges. Tel: (615) 255-5688 ext. 3035, Fox: {615) 255-3513

+ Shipping/Handling* ‘

ED
Shipping/Handling Charges for U.S. (Domestic)—For Orders Of: TOT(IL};LS‘EFT’%lS%Sn'Y!) 7

Up to $25.00 Add $7.00 $50.01-$75.00 Add $9.00 $100.01-$200.00 Add $13.00
$25.01 - $50.00 Add $8.00 | $75.01-$100.00 Add $10.00 | $200.01 and over Add $16.00

Order Your CMA Awards Merchandise Today!
To insure shipment prior to the CMA Awards airdate on Nov. 5, please order by Friday, Oct. 3, 2003. Merchandise available while supplies last.

www.CMAawards.com

© 2003 Country Music Association.



CMA/NARM POP CAMPAIG

Increasing Country MuS|c Visibilit

CMA, the National Association of Recording
Merchandisers (NARM) and the Recording Industry
Association of America (RIAA) continue a joint, fall
merchandise point-of-purchase campaign for the
21st year.

The POP displays are targeted to consumers at
nationwide music outlets to establish high visibility
of the live broadcast of “The 37th Annual CMA
Awards.” The campaign also boosts sales and
awareness of recorded Country Music product
both before and after the television broadcast.

“The POP program is an integral part of our
overall campaign to increase viewership of the
CMA Awards,” said Rick Murray, CMA Executive
Director of Strategic Marketing.

The campaign features three display pieces: a
two-sided poster (18" x 24"), a divider card (5 3/4" x
15") and a two-sided flat (12”x 12").The materials are

POSTER AND FLAT FRONT |
THE 37T ANNUAL CMA AWARDS

NOMINEE

WEDNESBDAY, NOV.5 8PM/EST @11

THE 37™ ANNUAL CMA AWARDS

WEDNESDAY. NOV. 5 8PM/EST @ I~

FLAT BACK

The point-of-purchase
campaign supporting the
CMA Awards has long been
a win-win partnership for
both CMA and NARM
members," said Sue
L'Ecuyer, Director of

Communications for NARM.

ft provides a valuable
customer service tool that
lets NARM members help
CMA promote the show to

fans and consumers. In

return, everyone in the
distribution chain — from
artist to label to distributor
to retailer — benefits from

increased sales.”

EXCERPTS FROM DIVIDER CARD

d Re¢

] . T
THE 37TH ANNUAL CMA AWARDS

WINNER

WEDNESDAY,NOV.5 8PM/EST @ iin

N
y

offered to music retailers and wholesalers
throughout the United States and Canada. Latocki
Team Creative designed this year’s artwork.One side
of the poster and flat features CMA’s reining
Entertainer of the Year, Alan Jackson, as well as artists
representing each distribution group. Both sides
tout the event as Country Music's Biggest Night.

Display contest forms will be sent in a special
mailing coordinated by NARM. Cash prizes will be
awarded to both rack jobbers and retailers.
Deadline for entries for the display contest is Dec.5
and winners announced in early January 2004.

Last year, more than 300,000 display pieces were
ordered for use in the CMA / NARM POP campaign.
All POP materials are for promotional use only and
are provided free of charge to retail participants.
For more information, visit NARM’s official website
at www.NARM.com.

FAITH HILL KENNY CHESNEY
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#TIM McGRAW SHANIA TWAIN

WEDNESDAY NOV.5 8PM/§ST SCHS

POSTER BACK
THE 37T ANNUAL CMA AWARDS

*CMA Awards preview compiled
and written by Amanda Eckard
unless otherwise noted.




HELP US SAVE THE FUTURE OF MUSIC

Copying or distributing copyrighted music over the Internet without permission is stealing. It is
affecting Country Music sales and everyone who works in this industry. Music piracy on the Net
threatens the jobs and futures of all CMA Members. Musicians, publishers, record labels, retailers,
singers, songwriters and more are at risk.

According to the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), music shipments are down nearly 10 percent from the
same period last year, largely due to computer users illegally downloading more than 2.6 billion copyrighted files every
month.

The RIAA is leading industry efforts to protect the rights of artists and copyright owners by investigating the illegal produc-
tion and distribution of sound recordings. It is estimated that such illegal product costs the music industry more than 300
million dollars a year.The RIAA pursues a global policy comprised of education, enforcement, developing technologies and
litigation. It assists authorities in identifying music pirates and shutting down their operations. They recently won a federal
court decision making it significantly easier to identify and track consumers using popular Internet file-sharing software. The
Internet providers turn over subscriber records, as the federal Digital Millennium Copyright Act requires them to do.
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This summer, the RIAA gathered evidence and issued more than one thousand subpoenas to individual computer users who
are illegally offering to share substantial amounts of copyrighted music over peer-to-peer networks. Hundreds more sub-
poenas were sent to students at universities since classes began a couple of weeks ago. The RIAA has also filed lawsuits
against retail businesses including gas stations, convenience stores, grocery stores and small music stores who have sold
pirate CDs.

Record companies have licensed thousands of songs that are now available for as low as 99 cents per download on Websites
including Apple's iTunes.com and Listen.com. In October, Universal Music Group will cut wholesale CD prices from $4 to $6
as incentive to get consumers back into the stores and away from illegal downloading.

CMA is a supporting member of the MUSIC Coalition (Music United for Strong Internet Copyright). We join other music indus-
try leaders and groups in educating music fans that illegal file sharing not only robs publishers, songwriters and recording
artists of their livelihoods, it also undermines the future of music itself by depriving the industry of the resources it needs to
find and develop new talent.In addition, it threatens the jobs of tens of thousands of people in the music industry, from engi-
neers and technicians to warehouse workers and record store clerks.

I encourage CMA members to do all you can do to help spread the word that illegal downloading is wrong and must be
stopped. Communicate to fans not to steal from us, but support us. Tell them to go to the stores and buy the albums and go
to the Websites that offer legal downloading for minimal fees. Fans should honor the artists by paying for
their work.

Please help ensure the future of good music. Consumers and retailers can confidentially report any suspected music piracy
to the RIAA toll-free at 1-888-BAD-BEAT.

/ Sincerely,

—

Ed Benson
CMA Executive Director

For more information about the RIAAS initiatives and the MUSIC Coalition see page 27. Also, learn about the RIAAs new Chairman and Chief Executive

22 Officer Mitch Bainwol on page 38.
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Marty Stuart had a new band to tune up a year ago, but he
wasn't quite ready to make a big splash after a couple of
years laying low.

"So we started playing ‘B’ and ‘C’ market America,” he said,
enthusiasm growing as he warmed to the story.

“There was one show in Pennsylvania. It was like a little
fireman'’s carnival. We were outdoors next to a cornfield, and
there were about 5,500 people who showed up.

“The 4-H Club was there with cattle, people were showing
their tractors off, there was a baton-twirling contest for little
princesses. The Amish community was selling cakes and
pies. It had everything from babies to bikers and a'Tribute to
Conway Twitty” act opening for us. It was like a Federico
Fellini movie. It was so charming.”

Stuart got more than he bargained for on the tour.
Guitarist Kenny Vaughan, drummer Harry Stinson and
bassist Brian Glenn did indeed coalesce into a powerful unit

“The 4-H Club was
there with cattle,
people were shawing
their tractors off
fhere was 4 baton-
twirling contest for
little princesses ... it
Was S0 eharming.”

- Marty Stuart

‘B’ And 'C’ Market America

Stuart dubbed His Fabulous Superlatives.

But he also found a direction for his next album and tour.

“It was almost like a Country Music dream, and it felt so
good not to just be following the parade, even after taking
our knocks and failing sometimes,” Stuart said. “We were
doing the right thing, with our flag up, charging for Country
Music,and | loved that.”

From those low-key dates were born Stuart’s new album
Country Music for Columbia Records, and “The Electric
Barnyard Tour” presented by Waffle House, produced by Jam
Productions and featuring Country Music Hall of Fame
member Merle Haggard.

“Marty felt that Merle is under-appreciated by today’s
Country Music audience,” said Tony Conway of Buddy Lee
Attractions, Stuart’s booking agent.”He felt that Merle is an
icon and a legend, but needed exposure to a younger audi-
ence, and he felt that this would be a cool way to do it.”

photo: Russ Harrington
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Nashville is a city of songwriters. On any given day, hundreds of
craftsmen hole up in rooms on Music Row, diligently working on songs
they hope will become the standards of tomorrow. it is widely believed
that writing songs is a painstaking, lengthy process, and that the
writers labor over each line of a lyric, making sure that every phrase is
perfect and that every nuance rings true.

That's not always the case. Hank Cochran (born Garland Perry
Cochran) is well into his fifth decade of writing hit Country songs, many
of them transcending the Country genre and becoming classics
recognized by generations of fans from all corners of the music world.

Cochran says that much of his best work, such as "He's Got You,""Make
The World Go Away”and “A Funny Way of Laughing”arrived in his mind
fully formed.

“A Funny Way of Laughing” arrived while he was sleeping.

"I wrote the words and | ran over the melody a couple of times before
| went back to sleep to make sure | wouldn't forget it,” Cochran said.
“The next morning | checked to make sure I'd really written the song,
and then | took it to Burl lves. He won a GRAMMY for his recording of
that song.”

Others came to him in equally mysterious ways.

“The biggest ones I've written just hit me,"WHAP! It's like the good
Lord just gave it to me,” he said.”l was in a movie theater when ‘Make
The World Go Away’ came to me. | left in the middle of the movie, and
by the time | got home | had the entire song in my head. | just picked
it out on the guitar and wrote it down.”

Cochran’s publisher did not initially share his excitement about the
song.
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“| was jumping up and down about it when | went and sang it for Hal
Smith at Pamper Music,” Cochran said. “He listened to it and told me it
was the worst song I'd ever written. He didn’t understand why anyone
would want to make the world go away.”

Cochran was incredulous, but undaunted.

“You wait and see, that's going to be one of the biggest copyrights in
this catalog,” he recalled saying to Smith. Cochran wrote the title of the
song in big letters on a card that he placed on his desk to remind him
of the disagreement.

“That song has been played more than 3 million times, and it’s hard
to think of anybody who HASN'T recorded it, so | guess | was right on
that one,” he said.

In another instance, the gift came when he needed it most. Cochran
and Harlan Howard had written the Patsy Cline hit, ”l Fall To Pieces.”
Cochran then took Cline and Owen Bradley a demo of Willie Nelson’s
“Crazy,"which Cline also turned into an instant classic. Eager for a third
hit for Cline, Cochran sought inspiration in the converted garage
behind the Pamper Music building that he shared with Howard and
Nelson.

“I sat down out there in that little building where we used to write,
and | pulled open one of the drawers and saw a picture of a girl,”
Cochran said.”l pushed the drawer closed and pulled out a tablet and
wrote the whole thing — ‘I've got your picture, and he’s got you.”

Cochran immediately telephoned Cline and announced “I've got the
next one.” She replied, “Well, go get us a bottle and come play it for
me."

Cochran played the song for Cline at her house.

“Patsy heard it and started to cry, and Owen heard it and started to
cry, and Dottie West was there and she started crying, and | was crying



in the Fall of 2000, Chris LeDoux got a jolt that
threw him harder than any of the wild broncos
he had faced in his career as a World Champion
Bareback rider.

Diagnosed  with  Primary  Sclerosing
Cholangitis, a liver-related disease, the cowboy
singer underwent a liver transplant that kept
him away from one of his loves — the road —
for nine months. His first album project
following that experience, After The Storm, was
understandably more introspective, even
gentle in nature, than the previous 34 albums.
But now he returns to true rodeo form with
Horsepower, his latest CD released in July on
Capitol Records Nashville, produced by Mac
MacAnally and Alan Schulman.

Answering the age-old battle cry of dusty
arena warriors, "Cowboy Up!,” LeDoux picked
himself up after recovering from the transplant,
dusted himself off, and set about recording a
collection of songs that captures the spirit,
power and mystery of the cowboy life.

"What you hear is a straight outgrowth of the
life he lives,” said MacAnally, co-producer of
LeDoux’s last three albums.

LeDoux’s new album reflects the fire and
freedom that fuel most cowboy dreams, with
tales of his own life woven into the fabric of the
songs.Though the process of finding songs can
be tedious, LeDoux said he feels lucky.

"The recording process has gotten a lot easier,”
he said,"because I'm getting better songs.There
have been times I've listened to boxes of tapes
and gotten real depressed because | can't find
anything that's working for me.”

This time around, many of the songs are tailor-
made for his life's story. “Bluebonnet Blues,”
penned by LeDoux, paints a fond picture of the
singer’s past as he recalls moving to a place
where he could pursue his cowboy dreams
after living all over the place as an Air Force kid.

“We lived in Long Island, France, Pennsylvania,
Mississippi,” recalled LeDoux."We finally moved
to South Austin and ! could follow my dream.
We moved into a neighborhood where all the
kids had horses and then my grandpa bought
me my first horse. That was where | first got
introduced to Country Music ... on KOKE radio
and when | first started loving Country Music.”

LeDoux’s love of a fun up-tempo song is
evident on "Pass My Hat,”a Cajun tune featuring
Jo-El Sonnier. He first heard it in the streets
outside a bar near his Wyoming ranch.

“| bought our keyboard player a squeezebox
to play on that song,” LeDoux said. “Everyone
says, ‘'Whoa, it looks like he ought to have a
monkey with him!, but it's a cool thing, and by
the middle of the song you can tell people are
really getting into it.It’s just a fun song.”

Another song on the album, “Rodeo Moon,”
harkens back to another chapter of LeDoux’s
life, the time when he and wife Peggy were just
starting out on the rodeo circuit as young new-
lyweds. Written with Toby Keith (a fan of
LeDoux), the song reflects rodeo life through
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the eyes of a young couple in love trying to make it on their own. It's a gypsy life LeDoux
remembers and sometimes misses, though he's happy to be where he is now with a large ranch and
a soft bed to curl up in each night.

“I do miss those vagabond days and living with the land,” he said, his voice trailing off quietly as
he goes into a distant stare."The smells ... the night air. It's quiet and everything’s natural. We've been
irrigating the past week and it's nice to get out there in the grass.”

When LeDoux waxes poetic about something as seemingly mundane as grass, you can almost
smell it,and soon you can picture yourself lying there in it. Perhaps it is that earthy spirituality that
draws such a legion of fans to his shows and has inspired devoted followers from all corners of the
country — including Garth Brooks, who paid homage to him in song in the early 90s and intrigued
a whole new generation of fans about the cowboy.

Since signing with Capitol Records Nashville in 1991, LeDoux’s fan base, encompassing all ages,
has continued to swell, and he has sold nearly 6 million albums with little radio airplay. In the early
days he sold most of his albums through rodeo newsletters and word of mouth on the circuit, and
that grassroots approach has served him well throughout his 30-year career.

Touring has cemented his popularity as well. After signing with a booking agent in the late 80s,
LeDoux's career took off, and he continues to be a popular draw. His live shows have become
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Y MASTER
STORYTELLER

Walking into Merle Kilgore's office on Music Row is like taking a step into Country Music
history. Inside the door, with a nameplate marked “SENATOR,” the walls are lined with
memorabilia — a signed photo of Col. Tom Parker, a certificate from the Tennessee legislature
proclaiming Kilgore an honorary state senator, an old black and white photo of a young Kilgore

with an even younger Elvis Presley and an autographed Johnny Cash album.They tell Kilgore's
story before he even has a chance to speak.

But it is only half of the story. 66!
“I tell the same stories over and over so | won't forget them,” Kilgore said. tg}l th &
The 69-year-old tells those stories like they happened yesterday — especially the day in 1948

when he met the legendary Hank Williams and carried his guitar. sam& steri&s

The Louisiana Hayride hit the airwaves in April 1948, broadcasting live from Shreveport, La.

Known as the launching pad for future Country stars, the Hayride was a sort of “rehearsal”for the Q“&r aaﬁd
Grand Ole Opry. A friend of Kilgore’s knew Hayride regulars the Bailes Brothers and brought the
14-year-old to meet the group one afternoon before the show. Kilgore soon became the Bailes e“ﬁ’r sv !

Brothers’ stagehand. .

“I'd ride my bicycle down every weekend and help them carry their instruments up those wpiﬁt fgrgpt
steps,” Kilgore said. “And about the fourth week | was really enjoying this. | thought, ‘This is o -
great. These guys make a living singing and making music.” So, | talked to the [Bailes Brothers] th pm dd
bass player, Leon. | said,’Leon, how do you get into show business?” He took a big drag off his b, ®
cigarette and blew smoke in my face and said,’Hang around someone famous, kid.”

Someone famous drove up to the Hayride that summer in an old beat-up Chrysler with
rotted wood paneling and a motor that was pouring smoke. “l thought, ‘That can’t be Hank
Williams, he’s a star,” said Kilgore.

Williams was riding high with his first hit,"Move It on Over,"and was making his first appearance on the Hayride. Kilgore offered to haul Williams
guitar up two flights of stairs. “He said,’OK, hoss, grab it," Kilgore recalled.

It was that moment, Kilgore said, that he knew he wanted to spend the rest of his life making music.

By 1950, Kilgore was a regular performer on the Hayride and in 1952 attended Louisiana Tech in Ruston, La. where he was a disc jockey at local
radio station KRUS. Kilgore was only two semesters into his college career when opportunity came knocking.

"I was disc jockeying at the radio station in the mornings, went to my classes in the afternoons and at night, picking and singing and playing
little things around town ... one night, a guy came in with this big cigar, like out of a story book,” Kilgore said. The man offered him 100 dollars a
week to host his own television show on KFAZ-TV in Monroe, La., billed as “The Tall Texan Show.”

The show was a hit and Kilgore became a local celebrity, which was too much for his then-girlfriend, Ginger, to handle. She gave Kilgore an
ultimatum — he could either pursue his career, or pursue her. Kilgore made his choice, and while driving to the television station, wrote “More
and More (¥m Forgetting About You),” which later became a No. 1 hit for Webb Pierce.

"Everywhere | went people said, You wrote More and More? Come on in,” said Kilgore. “All the doors were opened.”

After disc jockeying at several Louisiana radio stations in the late 1950s, Kilgore had his own Top 10 hit on Starday Records with “Dear Mama”
and wrote “Johnny Reb,” a million-selling single for Johnny Horton.

In 1962, Kilgore moved to Nashville and became a regular performer on the Grand Ole Opry. That same year, Claude King had a No. 1 hit with
the Kilgore-penned “Wolverton Mountain,”and Kilgore joined Johnny Cash on the road as his opening act.

“[Cash] put me in Carnegie Hall,” Kilgore said. “Six weeks out of Spring Hill, La. and | was in Carnegie Hall dressed in a Confederate uniform
singing Johnny Reb.”

When the tour was over, Cash’s wife June Carter Cash invited Kilgore to do some co-writing. “We started on a song called ‘Ring of Fire,” Kilgore
said. “Johnny Cash came down and said‘l had a strange dream last night. | dreamt | heard ‘Ring of Fire’ with Mexican trumpets and | was singing
it Andlsaid,'Doit!" And he said 'l am.”

“Ring of Fire” became a signature song for Cash. While Kilgore doubted the song’s staying power at first, “June told me, Kilgore, we wrote
something that is going to be around forever.”

In 1964, Kilgore left Cash and joined the tour of up-and-coming artist Hank Williams Jr.as the emcee and opening act where he stayed until 1975

- Merle Kilgore

'

continued on page 37...
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music united for strong internet copyright

According to the Nashville Chamber of Commerce, Nashville is home to
an estimated 20,000 people who work in music, tourism, broadcasting
and other related fields. More than 1,500 entertainment companies are
located in Music City, US.A. According to Nielsen SoundScan, Country
Music accounted for more than 77 million CDs and cassettes sold
nationwide in 2002.

No part of the music community is immune today from the well-
documented epidemic of music piracy, including the hard work of thousands
of people in Nashville whose creative works are being stolen every day,
according to a variety of music leaders. Online piracy threatens the jobs of
tens of thousands of less celebrated people in the music industry, from
engineers and technicians to warehouse workers and record store clerks.

“In the past three years, shipments of all recorded music in the United
States have fallen by an astounding 26 percent,” said Cary Sherman,
President of the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). "Hit
records — which are critical to the long-term health of the music
industry and enable investment in new artists and new music — have
suffered most dramatically. The root cause for this drastic de