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Of course we'll tell you who ELOISE LAWS is!

She’s warm. She radiates.
And, as Bill Gavin says,
she’s got one of the most
gorgeous voices on recorcs today.
We believe Eloise is what
we’re always hoping to discover.
Hearing’s believing.

Her debut single:

“I'D DO IT ALL
AGAINZ.
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Tipping The Balance

The absorption of the contemporary
song into the mainstream of pop music
is going to have deep ramifications on
what the world calls an “evergreen
song” in the years ahead. The exposure
of new copyrights on records and, sig-
nificantly, through the broadcasting
media has accelerated greatly in recent
years. This broad coverage has defini-
tely reached a point where the vaunted
standards of old appear with less fre-
quency before the public.

Pop music has entered a new era,
it would seem. It's a time when the
balance of coverage of songs of the
20’s, 30’s and 40’s versus the “now”
copyrights has been tipped in favor
of the latter creations. Enough mater-
ial with a rock heritage — and even
those new traditional-sounding songs
created in an environment of the rock
sound — is coming along to interest
all kinds of performers so that the
penetration of the “now” songs is a
profound development. The industry
used to joke about the rock ‘n" roll
songs of 10 years ago that would be
deemed “our song’ by the teen gen-
eration who grew up with them. Most
of that material was not worthy of
future nostalgia. Much of today’'s ma-
terial is. The Jim Webbs, the Lennon-
McCartneys, the Bobby Russells are
composing the songs that most of

the listening public wants to hear.
And talent to which the public lends
an ear is responding to this. Talent
that includes, mind you, those born-
and-bred in the pre-rock era.

To the credit of many established
music publishers that still receive a
tidy income from pre-rock material
there is a recognition of this turnabout,
for many of them have initiated rock-
oriented recruitment and are not rest-
ing on the financial laurels of their
established catalogs.

What about the pop songs of old?
While there is no need at this point
to throw a benefit for them, there is
no question that these songs could
find the going really rough. Unless
there is a radical departure from the
present structure of a pop song, the
great ones, however, will remain great.
They may, of course, benefit from a
renaissance that could come about as
a result of future generations who may
be introduced to them for the- first
time.

It's possible that pop music may
never again witness the days when
individual giants walked through Tin
Pan Alley or Schubert Row over a
span of generations. But, the source
of new standards is not as important
as their impact on pop music’s future.
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NARM Convention:
A Complete Sellout

NEW YORK — The Eleventh Annual
Convention of the National Association
of Record Merchandisers has becn
completely sold out in advance. In
making the announcement. NARBLI ex-
ecutive Jules Malamud stated that for
the first time in NARM history. all
room accommodations at the host ho
tel. the Century Plaza. were reserved
well before the official closing date for
advance registration. Jan. 20. One
thousand industry members will at
tend the convention. which convenes
February 28 through March 4 at the
Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles.
California. In addition to the Century
Plaza Hotel. convention registrants
will be housed at the nearby Beverly
Hilton Hotel.

Emphasis at the convention will be
on a well-rounded business program,
the scope of which encompasses alf
facets of the *Billion Dollar Era’ —the
convention theme—into which the rec-
ord industry is now entering. The open-
ing Business Session. which will be
held Saturday morning. March | fea-
tures a Keynote Address on the con-
vention theme by Stanley Gortikov.
president of Capitol Records. Dr. Pe-
ter Goldmark. president of CBS Lab-
oratories. and the inventor of the LF
record. will speak on the promises
which science and technology hold for
the business of recorded ‘entertain-
ment. Capping off the business session
will be a panel discussion on the ‘Now
Sound.”” how it has influenced the busi-
ness., and what its influence will be in
the future. Preceding the panel.
Ahmet Ertegun. president of Atlantic
Records, will speak on "The Now
Sound Then.” Clive J. Davis. president

FRONT COVER

For a period ol seven vears the
Seasons have been changing. Gradual
Iy, perhaps. but at just the right pace
to keep the Philips foursonie in the
forefront of the American rock scene
for the past seven years. This week.
however. in keeping with the radical
shift of the contemporary music tide.
the Four Seasons make a sharp
change of direction with the release of
their latest LP. "The Genuine Imita-
tion Life Gazette.”" The album (w hich
follows several earlier gold packages
from the group). is a unique corcept
designed in a Gazette. or newspaper,
wherein the Seasons “"put it all dewn'*
with significant comments on today's

culture. It is. in the words of {he
group. “‘a chronicle of America to-
day.” An in-depth look at both the

Seasons and “"The Genuine Imitation
Life Gazette’ is seen in a special sec-
tion in this week's issue. beginning on
Page 43.
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of Columbia Records. will moderute
the panel discussion, which will in-
clude some of the best known pro-
ducers and composers of contempo-
rary best-selling product.

On Monday morning. March 3. a se-
ries of workshops and seminars will
be held on a wide scope of topics. A
session on “'Consumer Communica-
tion: Using the Mass Media.”” geared
to the needs of the merchandisers und
manufacturers of phonograph records
will be held. Subjects to be covered

Con't on Pg. 36

ABC Creates Four Autonomous
Divisions Under Corporate Roof

NEW YORK — ABC Records is now
operating as four completely autono-
mous divisions. Each division has
complete control over its own sales.
marketing. individual promotions and
creative mvolvement. “With each di-
visional head preparing and operating
within his own budget allotment. un-
der this new divisional structure he
will have complete responsibility and
at the same time be able to concen-
trate and devote all his energies and
activities towards his division's prod-
uct.”” it was noted by Larry Newton.
president of the label.

The individual label assignments are

Atlantic—Atco Starts Product Year

FREEPORT. GRAND BAHAMA IS-
LANDS — Atlantic Records got its
new product year underway here last
week with a release of 39 albums [or
the winter. The label termed the LP
collection its strongest ever.

The sets were presented to a sales
convention gathering of 300 of the la-
bel's execs and various associates in
distribution, labels handled by the
company and foreign represenfation.
The four-day event kicked-ofi last
Thursday (16) at the Oceanus Hotel in
Freeport.

Top Stars In Release

The release contains albums by al
most every major artist on the label.
including Aretha Franklin. Cream.
Iron Butterf{ly, Wilson Pickett. The
Rascals, Sam & Dave. Bee Gees. .Joe
Tex, Dusty Springfield. Clarence Car-
ter, Charles Lloyd and Eddie Harris.
The release also includes debut albums
from the firm's newly signed Britjsh
groups, Led Zeppelin and Cartoone,
both of whom are currently receiving
heavy promotion and merchandising
campaigns.

10th Week For Motown

NEW YORK — Motown Records con-
tinues its current hot streak. and for
the 10th week in a row occupies the
No. one slot on the Top 100 singles
chart. Latest tenant is "I'm Gonna
Make You Love Me." featuring Diana
Ross and the Supremes and the Tenip-

tations.”” Previous No. 1 disk's In
the string were (starting with the
Nov. 23rd issue) “‘Love Child. ™

Diana Ross & the Supremes. *“For
Once In My Life.” Stevie Wonder and
"I Heard It Through The Grapevine.”
Marvin Gaye.

Other fast breaking decks from the
Detroit  powerhouse include “I'm
Livin® In Shame.” Diana Ross & the
Supremes. “Baby. Baby Don't Cryv.”
Smokey Robinson & ‘the Miracles.
“I'm Gonna Hold On Long As I Can.’
the Marvellettes and “This Old Heart
Of Mine.” Tammi Terrell.

Hinton Is GM
Of Amos Label

NEW YORK — Bruce Hinton
been named general
Jimmy Bowen's new label.  Amos
tecords. Hinton said that staft ap-
pomtments and an indie disirib net-
work would be announced soon
Prior to joining the label. Hinton
served as director of sales and pro-
motion for the Date. Ode. Immediate
and Barnaby labels through Columbia
Records.

has
manager of

Bruce Hinton

The Winter release consists of 25 At-
lantic LPs and 14 Atco releases. There
are many outstanding LPs included in
the Atlantic release: sparked by Are-
tha Franklin’s new album “Soul '69."~
which presents the country's top best-
selling songstress in a new setting.
Backing her are many top jazz musi-
cians in the business, including Atlan-
tic’s own Junior Mance. David New-
man, KingCurtis, and Joe Newman.
Wilson Pickett's new LP is titled after
his current hit single. “Hey Jude."
The new Rascals album. “Freedom
Suite,’" is a double LP set that features
the group in two dilferent contexts.
On one LP the Rascals offer 11 vocal
setections. only three of which have
been released previously. The second
LP presents the group in strictly in-
strumental performances. The set will
sell for $9.58.

“The Best of Sum & Dave™ [eatures
many of the duo's most recent hits.
including “Hold On.”" “'I'm Comin .~
"I Thank You.” and Soul Man.”" The
new Joe Tex album. “Happy Soul.”
includes his latest hit single “That's
Your Baby' and other Tex-penncd
tunes. Dusty Springfield’s initial single

on Atlantic., “Son Of A Preacher
Man.”" her biggest hit in several
vears. is included on her first At-

lantic LP. “Dusty In Memphis. ™

Clarence Carter's “"Slip Away’ and
“Too Weak To Fight" are included in
his new album “The Dynamic Cla-
rence Carter.”” There are
more volumes of Atlantic's “"History
of Rhythm & Blues'’ series, Volume
7, “The Sound of Soul” and Volume 8.
“The Memphis Sound.”

Other key albums in the Atlantic re-
lease are:  “The Best of Percy
Sledge': Albert King is "'King Of The
Blues Guitar™; The Magic Lanterns’
“Shame Shame™: and the LPs [rom

Con'ton Pg . 36

Childs Relocates
With A&M In NY

NEW YORK — Harold Childs. album
field coordinator for A&M Records. has
been promoted to the slot of national
sales and promotion director for Creed
Taylor product. effective Feb. 1.
Childs will move his base of operation
to New York. reporting directly to Bill
Mulhern. director of Eastern opera-
tions for the label.

Before joining A&M in Dec.. 1967.
Childs was a regional promotion man-
ager for RCA Records in the Philly re-
gion. Childs entered the disk business
with Marnel Dist.. also Philly. in 1963

& T

Harold Childs

also two |

as follows: ABC. 20th Century-Fox.
Riverside and Westminster will be un-
der the guidance of Bud Katzel. vice-
president and general manager: Dun-
hill and Canopy will continue to oper-
ate under Jay Lusker. vice president
and general manager: BluesWay, Im-
pulse, Apt and Tangerine will operate
under Howard Stark. vice president
and general manager: and Command
and Command/Probe under Joe Carl-
ton, vice president and general mana-
ger. Dave Berger will continue to rep-
resent all labels in his capacity as
vice president of the international
division.

Newton further stated: I have ini
tiated this concept of complete auton
omy to further enhance our participa-
tion in the record business.”

Atlantic/Atco, ABC,

Musicor Up LP Prices

NEW YORK — As expected. the LP
price structure is moving towards
uniformity. as several additional labels
followed the lead set recently by RCA
Retords and "announced price in-
creases, effective immediately.

The slightly-less-than-4%  increase
was put nto effect this week by
Atlantic/Atco.  ABC  Records and
Musicor Records. Under the new
pricing. $4.79 list albums rise to
$4.98. $5.79 list to $5.98 and $6.79 1o
$6.98.

The Atlantic/Atco move covers all
product on Cotillion. a wholly-owned
subsid. and will also apply to labels
that the firm distributes. including
Dial. Dakar. Karen. Carla. Fame. Al
ston, Track and Flaming Arrow. ABC
subsids and distributed labels include
BluesWay. Riverside. Tangerine.
Impulse, Dunhill. Command.
Command/Probe and 20th Century
F'ox. New Musicor prices also cover

Dynamo Records. the lirm's R&B
outlet.
In addition to the RCA move.

prices were also upped by the Mer-
cury. Warner Bros/Seven  Arts.
Columbis and Motown organizations.
Tetragrammaton had previously
announced a $5.98 minimum list for
its product.

Viewlex Earnings Rise
NEW YORK — Viewlex. Inc. (AMEX)
reported record sales and earnings lor
the six month period ending Nov. 30.
1968. Net sales for the period were
$12.374.624 as compared 1o $11.782.602
for the same period lust vear. Farn-
ings rose [rom $846.646 to $1.232.496.
with earnings per share (based on
3.470.118 shares outstanding) rose
from 24€ to 36¢.

Viewlex has made increasing in-
roads in the leisure time field. in-
clusing the purchase ol the Kama
Sutra complex and the recent buy
ol Bell Sound.

Viewlex president Ben Peirez also
reported that for the period ended
Nov. 30. 1968. new quarterly highs
were reached which follow the pattern
ol continuing record sales and carn-
ings.  “Current and potential de-
mands for our products continue in
both the educational and leisure time
fields.” said Peirez.

Rice New Gotham VP
NEW YORK Gotham Recording
Corp. has upped senior music engineer
Ed Rice to the post of vice president
in charge of musical recording. Rice.
who started with the local studio
‘seven vears ago. rapidly  advanced
to become one of the well known
| mixers in the pop and advertising
recording fields. Rice's appointment
was announced last week by Gotham
president Herb Moss.
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