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Clockwise from top: 

Gill is lovestruck: 

Mattea cultivates 

a new outlook. 

Earl Scruggs ( left) 

and Marty Stuart 

enjoy a bluegrass 

revival: Raye has a 

political party. 
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Change. ,Sometimes 
it's good, sometimes it's 
bad, a lot of times it's a little of 

both. To say country music has 
changed over the past century is 
an understatement. Listen to the 

Carter Family next to Shania Twain and it's hard 
to believe they're even in the same ballpark, let 

alone on the same team. But looking back, it's pos-
sible to trace the winding path of country through 

its earliest recordings of simple but eloquent folk 
tunes right up to the ubiquitous "positive love 

song" that permeated the radio waves in the '90s. 

ALL ALONG THE WAY, certain seminal songs were the 
signposts to what lay ahead for country music, paving the 
airways for imitators that would define the music for years to 

come. In this issue, we examine the 25 songs we deem most 

responsible for shaping the country sound and why they 
became touchstones for country music as it evolved. There 

are songs on the list from every decade, proving that it doesn't 
necessarily have to be old to be influential. 

One artist who has contributed his share of great songs to 

the country landscape is Vince Gill. The perennially popular 
singer/songwriter/musician has also had his share of changes 
lately. For our cover story, he told me how his idyllic rela-

tionship with bride Amy Grant not only inspired the songs on 
his new album but, in short, transformed his life—in the best 
possible ways. Why, the new Vinny has even drastically cut 
back on his tee time. (And if you know anything about Vince, 

you know that in Music City his name is nearly synonymous 
with golf, so he's made some major changes indeed.) 

And change is in the air these days as election time draws neat 

With politics on the minds of most Americans, we naturally wanted 
to talk to artists about their presidential choices and the issues close to 
their hearts. But we found very few willing to go on record about their 
political beliefs—except for Collin Raye, who didn't hesitate to share 
his views on major issues with managing editor Tamara Saviano. We 
don't necessarily agree with everything he says, but we admire hiswill-

ingness to take a stand in print—a gutsy move for a public figure. 
And it took even more guts for Mark Wills to take part in 

our semi annual fashion feature. That's because he had to climb 
into the wrestling ring with National Wrestling Alliance's 

Colorado Kid and be batted around like a hacky sack, all for 

the sake of style. You just have to see it to believe it. 
Also in this issue, we catch up with fan favorite Ricky Van 

Shelton, critical darling Kathy Mattea and ideal outlaw WayIon 

Jennings. No matter how things change, as long as there are char-
acters like WayIon in the mix, the future of country music is secure. 
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STRAIT TALK 

A MILLION THANK YOUs FOR 

slapping the handsome face of George 

Strait on the cover of your August/ 

September issue. Every time I see 

George on the cover or inside your 

magazine it just makes my day, and all 

I want to do is stay in my room and 

read it over and over. It's just too bad 

he refuses to do any interviews. I really 

would like to see more of him. 

Ashley Legg 

San Acacia, New Mexico 

BEFORE I PAY HOMAGE TO 

King George ( Strait), may I remind you 

of the man who brought true country 

music out of its urban cowboy daze in 

the 80s: Randy Travis. Despite almost 

no support from country radio these 

days, Randy continues to release won-

derful songs. Randy works hard to pro-

mote country music, not hesitating to 

spend countless hours on interviews 

and personal appearances. He gives 

his all in each live performance and 

does not hesitate to reach out to his 

fans. In my opinion, the " King" is dead. 

Long live Randy Travis. 

Connie Fellows 

Pelzer, South Carolina 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR 

the wonderful article and pictures of 

George Strait in the August/September 

issue. I think he's one of the best per-

formers in any music format, a cute guy 

LETTERS 

and a wonderful role model for young 

people. I hope to see more about him 

in your magazine. George is the best. 

Monte Ese 

Seguin. Texas 

THIN COUNTRY 

THOSE POOR SKINNY COUNTRY 

[women]. Get real. It will always be the 

singer and the song, not the size of the 

singer! Sizes 2 and 4--this is not nor-

mal for any person. They all look like 

concentration camp victims. What's in 

their little size-2 hearts? Not much. 

Sandra K. Lewis 

Omaha, Nebraska 

IF THE TV IS ADDING 10 

pounds to Faith Hill, I'd hate to see her 

in person. Fit and healthy is one thing, 

but Faith looks like someone from a 

World Vision photo. 

Please, someone 

feed Faith! When I 

see artists I admire 

become too thin, 

I start getting Karen 

Carpenter flashbacks. 

Must we learn this 

lesson again? 

Lisa Ann Cawyer 

San Diego, California 

WHAT IS WITH the lady country 

stars, that they are trying to go naked? 

Do they think they are Playboy bun-

nies? They look like they are starved to 

death. How sad that their talent isn't 

enough for them. 

Emogene Baker 

Russellville, Alabama 

REED READERS REACT 

BOBBY REED SOUNDS LIKE 

another macho man who can't stand it 

when a real man chooses to tell it like 

it is. Vince Gill's new CD is wonderful. 

Just because he is an emotional boy, 

this reviewer thinks there is something 

distasteful about it? Give me a break. 

If there were only more men like Vince 

Available at 
Fine Western Stores 
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Gill, we women would be very happy. 

This album is exciting to me. I have 

read several reviews and this one is 

the only bad one. Thank goodness. And 

thank God for Vince Gill, and his talent 

and boldness to give of himself. 

Georgia Harley 

Argos, Indiana 

JUST READ YOUR REVIEW OF 

Vince Gill's new album. I have always 

loved his music. My wife and I love 

"Look at Us" because it reflects our 

marriage. I love all of Vince's albums, 

even the old material when he was with 

RCA. What a disappointment his new 

album is, especially coming on the 

heels of The Key, which was one of the 

best pure country albums of the ' 90s. 

It seems like he is so blinded by love 

that he forgot what his music, especial-

ly the arrangements, is all about. 

Where was steel virtuoso John Hughey 

on this record? Producer Tony Brown 

should be shot. This album sounds like 

all the other pop junk that is being 

passed off as country these days. 

I hope your CD reviewers will continue to 

blast the albums and artists who deserve 

it and ignore the comments of letter writ-

ers who wouldn't know real country music 

if it kicked them in the teeth. 

Bill Hausler 

Summerville, South Carolina 

WHERE DO YOU FIND SOME OF 

the country music-haters that you use to 

write reviews? I would like to narrow that 

down to one individual—Bobby Reed— 

and his reviews of both the new Vince 

Gill CD and the initial release by 

Rebecca Lynn Howard. I feel like Vince 

Gill's new CD is one of the best he has 

recorded. Also. I have thoroughly enjoyed 

the CD by Rebecca Lynn Howard, 

Paul W. Thompson 

Weaverville, North Carolina 

IT JUST SO HAPPENED THAT I 

slipped Rebecca Lynn Howard's debut 

into my computer drive yesterday and 

listened several times, cranking up the 

cuts Bobby Reed highlighted—" Here in 

the Water," " Jesus," " Daddy and You," 

and my favorite, "Was It as Hard to Be 

Together." I had the pleasure of hearing 

this young lady sing live, and she blew 

us away! Some of the comments Bobby 

Reed made in his review were valid, 

but may I suggest readers buy the CD 

just for the cuts mentioned. I can't wait 

to hear what else this gifted young lady 

has in store for us. 

Scott Walker 

Lynchburg, Virginia 

TRITT RETORTS 

I'M WRITING ABOUT THE 

article on Clay Davidson [ Horizons, 

June/July]. Where do you get off saying 

Clay Davidson is hands-down a better 

singer than Travis Tritt? I've listened to 

Clay's new CD and I'll admit he's good, 

but he's no Travis Tritt ( no offense 

toward Clay). 

Steven Metz 

Mansfield, Ohio 

I'M A CLAY DAVIDSON FAN 

and should have enjoyed the article 

about him, but had a very serious prob-

lem with the writer, Craig Havighurst, 

comparing him to Travis Tritt. I'm also a 

Travis Tritt fan and feel this was totally 

unnecessary, and the space should 

have been used telling us about Clay 

rather than trying to tear down Travis. 

Elizabeth Forbes 

Springfield, Illinois 

A VOTE FOR VINCENT 

THANKS FOR THE BRIEF 

report on Rhonda Vincent [ Horizons, 

June/July]. For both Rhonda and her 

fans, perhaps it is best that she is 

blessed with real talent, something that 

today's radio and record executives 

can't seem to recognize. It is refreshing 

to know that someone will not compro-

mise their music and ideals just to be 

played on radio. Obviously Rhonda 

Vincent knows who she is and what she 

stands for, and didn't allow the Nashville 

executives to brainwash her. Lucky for 

Rhonda and her fans that she escaped 

with her music and dignity intact. 

Jim Rhodes 

Knightsville, Indiana 

THE COUNTRY QUESTION 

AS A LIFETIME COUNTRY MUSIC 

fan I am increasingly frustrated by 

country radio ignoring not only classic 

country, but the best of today's country 

as well, in favor of the "Top 40" sound. 

Three of today's new country singers 

rate with the all-time greats, yet you 

never hear them on the radio. Mandy 

Barnett has a spectacular voice and a 

style comparable to Patsy Cline. Allison 

Moorer writes songs with the feeling of 

Hank Williams, and has a remarkable 

sensitivity of delivery. Danni Leigh is 

equally terrific at hard-driving honky-

tonk and power ballads. Is there any 

way that these great artists can be 

heard by the public? 

Christian Blom 

Arlington, Virginia 

I ENJOY YOUR MAGAZINE VERY 

much. I love the articles and photos of 

the older stars. People just love the old 

traditional music, and I. for one, feel 

that Nashville turned its back on true 

country music fans. 

Billy Mitchell 

Roxboro, North Carolina 

AFTER READING YOUR TWO 

most current issues I just have to say I 

am really tired of this squabble over 

8 Country Music October/November 2000 
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what is country and what is not, and 

the derogatory comments made toward 

the artists. An artist, whether it be a 

musician, a sculptor, a painter, etc., will 

for the most part branch out and experi-

ment and expand their craft. Sometimes 

they try something new and find it was 

the wrong way to go, so they try again. 

Why can't people just listen to the type 

of music they prefer and gracefully let 

the rest go? As for the comments on 

the cost of Martina's clothing [ Letters, 

June/July]...no, I can't afford those 

prices either. But in all fairness, most 

of us couldn't afford what Loretta or 

Tammy wore in the past, not to mention 

Porter Wagner's jackets! 

Sharon R. Pryor 

via e-mail 

I ENJOY READING YOUR 

magazine, but am a little frustrated by 

the many disdainful comments about 

country songs crossing over to pop. 

This is not a new phenomenon. I can't 

name the first country artist who got 

airplay on another format, but several 

names come to mind: Dolly, Kenny, 

Patsy, Willie, etc. I'm sure this is not 

the decision of the artist and should 

not be taken out on them. Nor is it 

solely the fault of radio or the labels. 

The public must assume some of the 

accountability since they are buying 

the records and reinforcing the labels' 

belief that this is what the public 

wants. Radio stations play it because 

Simple 6- Easy   

Our Best Sausage Cheese Balls Ev 

the product is selling, and therefore 

people must want to hear it. 

I love traditional country music 

and own an extensive collection of it 

on compact disc. I appreciate the 

efforts of some artists who " keep it 

country." I'm thankful that I can turn 

off my radio when there's something I 

don't want to hear and play a CD of 

songs I do want to hear. More people 

should exercise that option and quit 

complaining. If we all put our money 

where our mouth is and start buying 

traditional country music, it would cer-

tainly send a message to Nashville. 

Now for the irony.. I'm the music direc-

tor for a country radio station in a 

large market. 

Robin E. Duff 

via e-mail 

Send letters to the editor to Country Music magazine, 

7 Music Square West, Nashville, TN 37203. Mari< 

envelope: Attention: Letters. Sign your full name. We 

reserve the right to edit for space and style. E-mail us 

at comments@countrymusicmag.com. 

You haven't had great sausage cheese balls until you've made 'em wi 
Jimmy Dean. Made with only whol 

our most flavorful, best 

Only the best. That's 

kid spices, it's 
ng sausage ever! 

wing Dean way. 

Sausage Cheese Balls 

2 lbs. ( 32oz.) Jimmy Dean Sausage, 
uncooked 

l'/2 cups all-purpose baking/ 
biscuit mix 

16 oz. Sharp Cheddar cheese 
(or 4 cups shredded) 

/2 cup finely chopped onion 
1/2 cup finely chopped celery 
I/2 teaspoon' garlic powder 

Preheat oven to 375°. Shred cheese 
and mix all ingredients Form into 
1" balls. Bake 15 minutes on 
ungreased cookie sheet until golden 
brown. Makes about 6 dozen. 
Sausage cheese balls can be frozen 
uncooked. 

For a firmer texture, add an extra 
3 cups of baking/biscuit mix and 
an extra 2 cups shredded cheese 
to the ingredients listed above. 



When Loretta Lynn was at 

the Country DJ Hall of Fame 

ceremony she got a hug 

from host Charlie Monk, 

above, and picked up a 

lifetime award after being 

serenaded by Chely Wright 

and Pam Tillis, below. 
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BONDING AT THE BENEFIT 
•Dolly Parton. top, joined an all-star recording 

session featuring Ty Herndon and others, 

center. Their " Wave to the World" record bene-

fits the Paralympics. Lynn Anderson and Danni 

Leigh. bottom, are ready for that Aussie event. 
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GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNIN', HEAD OUT ON THE HIGHWAY 
•When a Nashville radio station offered 98-cent gas, it enlisted sisters to pump it. The Osborne 

siblings of SHeDAISY joined the twin Kinleys, above. Anita Cochran, inset, checked the oil. 

Meanwhile, Mandy Barnett let her tootsies do the walking in Walkway of Stars wet cement, 

above right. Over at the Opry House, 12-year-old Billy Gilman got words of encouragement from 

Gomer, er, Jim Nabors, far right. 

>Jack Greene, Ricky Skaggs and 

Charley Pride share plans for the 

Opry's 75th anniversary celebration, 

right. Down in Montgomery, Alabama, 

Mark Wills (bottom right) was as hot 

on the links as he is on the charts 

at the Price Oil Plainsmen Celebrity 

Golf Tournament. Even pro golfer 

John Daly agreed. • Neal McCoy 

meets finny fan Shamu at SeaWorld 

Orlando in Florida. 

OFFSTAGE ANTICS 

Country Music October/November 2000 11 



COUNT.HY or THE TOWN 

Kenny Chéiiihy, left. and 

Tim McGrattook plent 

of ribbing during Fan Fair 
about their escapade with • 

a New York police officer's 

horse. Are they planning 

their next call this — 

offstage con ton? 

12 Country Music October/November 2000 

AT COUNTRY MUSIC MAGAZINE'S BOOTH 
Clockwise from top left, Danni Leigh and Terri Clark swapped stories. Paul Brandt 

posed for snapshots. Mark Wills clowned with wrestler the Colorado Kid (you can 

catch them both in our fashion spread on page 50). Lee Ann Womack signed so 

many photos she ran out. until our own Robert K. ran for more. 

FAN FAIR PARTYERS 
BATTER UP! 
Vince Gill, right, turned up 

at the charity softball game. 

which featured Steve Holy 

running right over opponent 

Andy Griggs, below. 
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Party animals f 

Hank Williams JE 

(left) and Kid 

Rock join forces 

onstage. 

Junior and the Kid 
Hank Williams Jr. was 

performing at Pine Knob 

Amphitheater in Detroit 

when Kid Rock surprised 

him by leaping onstage. 

The duo closed out their 

jam session with Hank 

Sr.'s "Kawliga." Kid 

invited Junior and man-

ager Merle Kilgore out to 

his mansion, where they 

continued picking with 

Kid's friends and family. 

Bubble Bus 
Should you see bubbles 

seeping out the window 

of a customized bus, don't 

be alarmed. My guess is 

it's Lorrie Morgan taking 

a bath. Louie has the very 

first bathtub ever installed 

in a bus. Lorrie says she 

hates showers. Says when 

she shaves her legs in the 

shower she ends up cut-

ting herself. Wonder if 

this is why Lorrie is call-

ing her tour the " Naked 

Truth Tour"? 

Shania-less Holiday 
I've learned there will be 

no Yuletide CD by 

Shania Twain under the 

tree this holiday season. 

and maybe never. Last 

year's plans to record 

standards was changed 

when Shania and 

hubby/producer, Robert 

J. "Mutt" Lange, decided 

to write the songs for a 

festive 2000 release, 

which did not culminate. 

They're now writing for 

her next CD, due 2001. 

Billy Bob 
While a lot of hillbillies 

are trying to cross over to 

acting and/or doing 

soundtracks, the Academy 

Award—winning Billy Bob 

Thornton is in Music Town 

recording an album. I've 

always suspected Billy 

Bob is one of us. 

Is Pam Fickle? 
Pam Tlilis, who just 

became the newest mem-

ber of the Grand Ole 

Opry, was invited to sing 

harmony by former Beatle 

Ringo Starr when he 

appeared in Music Town. 

Said Pam, "Twenty years 

ago I admit I had a crush 

on Paul McCartney. 

Now I have a new 

favorite Beatle." 

Sounds fickle to 

me, Pam! The 

Liverpudlian knows 

his country. Ringo 

claims his favorite 

country female 

singer is Kitty 

Wells. Favorite 

male country 

singers: Merle 

Haggard and the 

late Hank Snow. 
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Country Music 
Closes a Door 
Eleven years ago Alan 

Jackson scored a No. 1 

hit with " Here in the 

Real World" and put 

Arista/Nashville on the 

map. Visibly moved, 

Jackson sang the song to 

close the label at the last 

Arista Fan Fair show. 

People wept. Jackson pre-

sented a plaque with his 

photo and a thanks to all 

label employees. The little 

label that could folds into 

the RCA/BNA group. 

Loverboy Clint 
Clint Black wouldn't tell 

us the title but says he 

has written another 

duet love song on his 

kitchen table to record 

with wife Lisa Hartman-

Black. Added Clint, 

"More than cooking goes 

on in our kitchen." 

Wonder if they 

saw the movie Bridges of 

Madison County? 

Graceful Trace 
Accident-prone Trace 

Adkins sneaked backstage 

to one of the shows and 

told me he broke his big 

toe. According to Trace, 

his wife Rhonda has him 

take off his shoes at the 

door of their new house 

(Rhonda denied this). 

Trace dropped his guitar 

on his big toe and broke 

it. No real harm done; 

the guitar is OK. 

You're Wright 
During Chely Wrights fan 

club party, a tan spent 

$14,500 to have supper 

with the star. Money col-

lected from the auction 

went to Chely's Reading, 

Writing and Rhythm 

charity that buys musical 

instruments for public 

schools. Good for Chely! 

1 say, give those kids gui-

tars, then they won't want 

guns. Don't shoot—pick! 

Speaking of Chely, she 

and Brad Paisley were Fan 

Fair champions for 2000. 

Definitely they put in the 

most hours for the fans. 

Tim McGraw and Faith Hill" 

Faith Hill and Tim 

McGraw, a.k.a. the 

George and Tammy of 

2000, signed 

autographs in the same 

Faith and Tim 

booth, causing a frenzy 

with fans and media. The 

couple would sign a 

photo, put their arms 

around each other, pose 

and do it all over again. 

Togetherness must be 

working for the couple. 

They plan to tour together 

with a "Soul 2 Soul Tour 

2000" this summer. Gracie 

and Maggie go along with 
Mama and Daddy. 

Judd Red 
Naomi Judd hosted the 

Nlercury show. Her too-red 

hair blowing in the wind 

favored an upside-down 

bird's nest. The wind 

almost blew up the skirt 

of her orange polka-dot 

dress with shoes dyed to 

match. Had Naomi used 

orange/red hair color 

instead of burgundy/red, 

her hair would've matched 

her polka dots and shoes. 

Ain't showbiz grand? 

Fans Say Goodbye 
The 21,627 true-blue 

country fans from around 

the globe said goodbye 

to the Tennessee State 

Fairgrounds, where Fan 

Fair has convened for 18 

years. Like the Dodgers 

left Brooklyn, Fan Fair 

has left the Fairgrounds. 

Even as hot as it gets, as 

rainy as it gets and with 

all the tornado threats 

through the years, I didn't 

want Fan Fair to change. 

But it would make sense 

to me if it moved to the 

air-conditioned Nashville 

Convention Center or 

Gaylord Entertainment 

Center, which could 

house all events in com-

fort. Both are convenient 

to accommodations, 

restaurants and bus 

stops. And Music Row is 

fairly close. * 
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Radio control 
car with real 
racing sounds! 
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3 & UP 

He'll feel like a ANSCAR Champion 
at every turn... 
With Dale Earnhardt 
and Jeff Gordon 
Tonka Racing 
Thunder 
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Cr' • 

Jeff Gordon° 
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Dale Earnhardt 
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Move left, move right, Racing Thunder's easy radio-controlled 
steering and real racing sounds keep your little guy in control. 
Durable plastic construction ensures long-lasting playtime 
performance and smooth edges help keep furniture safe at 
the "home" track. So, take a spin and get ready to 
race with Racing Thunder. 
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GEORGIA 
MIDDLEMAN 
A petite Texan finds success in 
Nashville by way of Paris. Oui! 

G
FORGIA MIDDI FMAN MOVED TO 
Paris once because she thought 
it'd be easier to find an apart-

ment there than in New York City. 

"Oh, this sounds so bad!" she sheep-
ishly grins, trying to explain herself. The 
Texas native was then a drama major at 
New York University, there on scholar-
ship (and partly because of a man, she 
admits), when after her sophomore year 

she decided to take a year off to focus on 
her songwriting. "I went back to Texas 

to write," she says, " but I didn't get any-

thing done. I worked hard and made 
some money but I just wasn't feeling cre-

ative. And I missed school. So I went 

back, and suddenly, there was no dorm 
space." Faced with the near impossibil-
ity of finding an affordable apartment in 

the Big Apple, Middleman came upon 
an audition to study for a semester in 

Paris. " So I thought, maybe it'll be easier 
to find an apartment there!" she laughs 

from behind the palest hazel eyes you've 
ever seen. Middleman was accepted to 
the program, and off went the apart-

ment-less, monolingual actress. " It was a 

big challenge to live somewhere that you 
can't speak the language," she says, 
"and to be able to get what you need." 

But it's just that sort of fearlessness 
that has marked the life—and songwrit-
ing—of Middleman. She began singing 

professionally at age 10, and opened for 
Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard at the 
famed Billy Bob's nightclub in Fort 

Worth, Texas, in her teens. She even 
braved the daunting streets of Music Row 

(continued 017 p.19) 
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Patty's first brand new album 

in three years! 

patty 

loveless 

strong 

heart 

featuring the hit 

"That's The Kind 
Of Mood I'm In" 

PRODUCED BY EMORY GORDY, JR. 

WHEREHOUSEffl u s sc Available NOW at 
CheckOut.com 
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change 

The new album from the Sons Of The Desert featuring 

the hits "Change" and "Everybody's Gotta Grow Up Sometime". 



TOO YOUNG 
TO IBE THIS 
GOOD 
Barely twentysome-
thing, Nickel Creek can 
outpick most veterans. 

A
year ago in Louisville, Kentucky, 
about 50 people packed into a 

hotel suite around midnight at the 

International Bluegrass Music Association 

convention to hear Nickel Creek the way 

acoustic music was meant to be heard; 

up close and unamplified. Mandolinist 

Chris Thile, guitarist Sean Watkins and his 

fiddling sister Sara Watkins launched into 

the slick and speedy "Through the Gates" 

by bluegrass guitarist Russ Barenberg, 

and an hour later, the assembled sat stunned by the musi-

cal craftsmanship, technical facility and beautiful singing 

they had heard. Now Nickel Creek is moving on to bigger 

venues with a debut album produced by Alison Krauss and 

a video in rotation on CMT. "Youthgrass," some call it. 

Whatever. It's beautiful and original. 

Although none of the members of Nickel Creek are more 

than 22 years old, they've been a band for a decade. Thile's 

father Scott, the band's bass player, organized the group as 

a way to help his son and his friends learn bluegrass in 

southern California. The Watkins siblings were gifted musicians, 

but Chris Thile proved to be a true-blue prodigy, composing 

intricate instrumental music before turning 10 and utterly 

mastering the mandolin at a ridiculous age. All three studied 

rigorously with members of a noted California bluegrass 

ensemble. "Technique was hammered into us," Thile 

remembers. "That was a great foundation." 

Thile's solo albums on Sugar Hill, recorded at ages 13 

and 16, respectively, are friendly and fantastically played ses-

sions with Nashville pickers. Nickel Creek's group dynamics 

produce something richer—a bold statement about where 

acoustic music, from bluegrass to country to Celtic, can go in 

when she was a mere 13. Though only 

one Nashville publisher would meet with 

her, she remembers sitting in her hotel 

room dialing up a list of Music Row exec-

utives, asking for appointments. 

The little girl grew up, graduated 

college and set out for the Los Angeles 

music scene, where she was told she 

was "too country" and should move to 

Nashville. She did. In Nashville, they 

told her she was too pop. Somewhere 

along the way, though, she had devel-

oped a strong spiritual foundation, 

the years to come. Thile's fluid, imaginative and tonally rich 

playing is still the centerpiece of the new album, but all three 

contribute to Nickel Creek's dazzling instrumental interplay, 

funky edges and sweet-as-whipped-cream harmony singing. 

That pleasing vocal blend, heard distinctly on "Out of the 

Woods" and the first single "Reasons Why," bears the mark 

of producer Krauss, who heard Nickel Creek at the Ryman 

Auditorium in Nashville and gushed over their sound. The 

band, starstruck and shy, asked Krauss a few months later if 

she'd work with them and were "blown away" when she 

agreed, Thile reports. 

The project blends the smooth bluegrass and jazz of 

southern California with the creative pop of Toad the Wet 

Sprocket or the Dave Matthews Band and a classical sensibil-

ity that puts a strong emphasis on musicianship and intensity. 

Those who follow bluegrass will recognize echoes of Thile's 

heroes— bassist Edgar Meyer and banjoist Bela Fleck. 

"They're doing new music, and they're virtuosos at their 

instruments, which are weird instruments, like mine," Thile 

says. You can call the mandolin weird if you like, but when he 

plays for audiences large or small, jaws always drop. 

—Craig Havighurst 

which included believing in her own 

artistry. She decided to honor that. "I 

said to myself, 'OK, just do what you 

do, and maybe it'll fit in somewhere." 

The people at Giant Records think she 

fits in there quite nicely, thank you. Her 

debut album, Endless Possibilities, show-

cases both her beautiful, fluid voice and 

considerable writing skills. A little bit 

country, a little bit pop—in an organic, 

Joni Mitchell/Bonnic Rain sort of way— 

the album's title could be used to describe 

Middleman's life, according to the artist. 

It's about being honest, she says, overcom-

ing your limitations, remembering the 

power of the song and trusting the process. 

"This record is something I've been 

working toward for a long time, but 

there are elements that can't be con-

trolled. I have a purpose, and I don't 

know where or when it's going to come 

out. I hope it's with this record. If not, 

it's meant to come out somewhere." 

We should believe her, because she 

was right about that apartment in Paris. 

—Charlene A. Blevins 
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Sweepstakes limited to smokers 21 or older. 

No purchase necessary. See Official Rules for details. 

*The Really Big Priz 

1 SET OF HIS & HER Four Winds MOTOR HOMES • His and her TVs • His and her two-way radios 
• His and her bathrobes 
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GAS 
GRILLS 

• Hug the Cook apron 
• Fire extinguisher 
• Pork chops not included IMP 

CD Philip Morns Inc. 2000 

For more information about PM USA and its products, 
visit www.philipmorrisusa.com or cal11-877-PMUSAWEB. 

.16 mg " tar," 1.0 mg nicotine ay. per cigarette by FTC method. 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
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15 NIAGARA FALLS VACATIONS 
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2 DREAM 
WEDDINGS 
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• Wedding consultant 
• Wedding CD 
• "Just Married" sign 
for your car 

APPLIANCE 
dtD COMBOS 

• 1 year supply of laundry detergent 
• Missing left sock 
• Oven mitt 



$1000 
SHOPPING 
SPREES 

• Cart included 
(actual model not shown) 

• Shaky left wheel 
• Money clip 

3 JOHN DEgRE 
RIDING LAWN 
MOWERS 
• Racing goggles 
• Driving gloves 
• Cup holder 

The Best Things in Life Are Basic Part 2 Sweepstakes Official Rules 
Participation Limited to Smokers 21 and Older. No Purchase Necessary. 

1. HERE'S HOW TO ENTER: On an official entry form only, o the spaces provided, indicate your complete name, address 
(inciuding ZIP code) and your date of birth. You must also answer all questions. 
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68009-5321. Limit one entry per outer mailing envelope. Entries must be received by 1/5/01. 
All entries must be on official entry forms only. No photocopied or mechanically reproduced entry forms accepted. For each 
additional sweepstakes entry form you would like to receive, send a separate, self-addressed, stamped #10 (business-size) 
envelope to: Basic Part 2 Entry Requests, P.O. Box 4201, Blair, NE 68009-4201. Limit one request per outer mailing envelope 
Residents of the stales of vr and WA only need not affix postage to return envelopes. Participation limited to residents of the 
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organization whose decisions are final on all matters relating to this sweepstakes. The odds of winning depend upon the 
number of eligible entries received. Potential winners will be required to sign and return an Affidavit of Eligibility/Release of 
Liability/Publicity Release/Prize Acceptance Form and to subniit sufficient proof of age in the form of a legible photocopy of a 
valid govemment-issued ID (e.g., an unexpired driver's license on which your name, address, date of birth and signature 
appear) within 14 days of attempted notification. Noncompliance within this time period may result in disqualification and the 
selection of an alternate winner. Winners will be notified by mail on or about 2/9/01. Any prize/prize notification returned to 
PM USA as undeliverable will result in disqualification and an alternate winner will be selected. Traveling companions of travel 
prizewinners will be required to sign and retum a Release of Liability and submit a legible photocopy of a valid government-
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applicable licensing, insurance, title and registration fees. No transfer or substitution of prize permitted. PM USA reserves the 
right to provide a cash alternative at its sole discretion. This sweepstakes will also be offered through participating retailers 
and direct mail. PM USA will have no liability in connection with the acceptance or use of the prize awarded. Acceptance of 
prize offered constitutes permission to use winner's name and likeness for commercial purposes without further notice and 
compensation, unless prohibited oy 
4. PRIZES AND APPROXIMATE RETAIL VALUES: A total of 2,028 prizes will be awarded as follows: (1) Grand Prize-Brand 
New His & Her Motor Homes (Model 28A Four Winds® 5000), including 2-way radios and "his & her" bathrobes 
(8127.084). (2) First Prizes-a Dream Wedding-we will provide you with a Bridal Consultant and $22,000 to create your 
dream wedding. You will also receive a wedding music CD and a "Just Married" sign for your car ($25,012 each). (50) 
Second Prizes-a $1,000 Shopping Spree-you will receive a check in the amount of $1,000, a shopping cart and a silver-
plated money clip ($1,050 each). ( 15) Third Prizes-a 5-day/4-night trip for two to Niagara Falls, including roundtdp coach air 
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awarded. (20) Fourth Prizes-New GE® Appliances including a dishwasher, a stackable washer/dryer, winner's choice of gas 
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• year's supply of beef jerky from Omaha Steaks (awarded in the form of two 8-oz, packages of beef jerky per month) and 
toothpicks ($482 each). (350) Ninth Prizes-a Coleman® Cooler ($35 each). (350) Tenth Prizes-an American Flag, including 
pole and mounting hardware and apple pie recipe ($40 each). (1,000) Eleventh Prizes-a coupon for a free carton of Basic 
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C
ountry music may have changed dramatically over the past century, but 
country still wouldn't be country without honest, emotion-filled, heart-tug-
ging songs. A number of groundbreaking, seminal songs have served as 

signposts for those very changes in country, inspiring imitators that defined the 
music for years to come. On the following pages, CM examines what we call the 
25 songs that shaped the country sound, from the earliest folk tunes through the 
heydays of the dark murder ballads, the singing-cowboy odes, the suave 
Nashville Sound ditties and all the points along country's winding path. We also 

list our 10 favorite songs among country's most revisited themes—love, 
heartache, home and family, gospel and the honky-tonk life—plus the all-time 
favorites of an array of artists (designated by - - ). It's a collection that confirms 

that in country, it's always been about the song. (continued on page 26) I I I 
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FEATURES THE HIT 

"Feels Like Love" 
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latest 
greatest 
straitest 

hits 

GEORGE 

Latest Greatest Straitest Hits 

Greatest Hits 

Available at 

www.georgestrait.com 

Strait Out Of The Box 

When it comes to hit music, 
no one has more number 

one hits than George Strait, 
47 in fact. 

Make sure your collection is 
complete with all the best, 

by George. 

MCA 

Ten Strait Hits 



eorige strait 

Includes the hit 'Go On' 
Available September 19th 

The first ever self-titled album from George Strait 



e** HEATH WRIGHT ( RICOCHET): 
"I'M SO LONESOME I COULD CRY" BY HANK WILLIAMS 

"BLUE YOD 
JIMMIE ROD 
The Father of C rdVlusic com-
bined ixielanaand hillbilly 

pirited touch e.t 
.an 

"THE WAY HANK DESCRIBES SCENES 
ARE SO VISUAL. 
'THE SILENCE OF A FALLING STAR 

LIGHTS UP THE PURPLE SKY.' 
EVEN THE SOUNDS DESCRIBED ARE 

DONE IN A WAY THAT FEW WRITERS 
COULD MAKE WORK: 

'THAT MIDNIGHT TRAIN IS 
WHININ' LOW AND I'M SO 

LONESOME I COULD CRY.' 
[AND! THE MUSIC IS HAUNTING." 

-SAN ANTONIO ROSE." DOD WILLS AND HIS I LXAS PLAYBOYS 

In 1935, during Wills' first recording session with Columbia Records, pro-

ducer Art Satheriey liked the Texas Playboys instrumental " Spanish Two 

Step" so much that he asked the fiddling bandleader if he had another like 

it Wills played tile same sc-ing backward and crowned it "San Antunio Rose," 

and it went on to become the band's first substantial pop hit, thereby intro-

ducing the Playboys' groundbreaking, highly influential western swing sound. 

"WILD WOOD FLOWER," 

THE CARTER FAMILY 

The seminal country trio 

changed the course of popular 

music by putting a powerful. 

austere shine on mountain 

folk music. "Wildwood 

Flower," recorded in 1928. 

sold a million copies and 

ranked among the trio's most 

popular tunes. Just as impor-

tant, it's the classic example 

of the groundbreaking guitar 

style of Mother Maybelle 

Carter. Her nimble use of her 

thumb and fingers created a 

beautiful, melodic sound that 

played a significant role in the 

development of the guitar as 

a popular instrument. 

10 BEST SONGS 
TO FALL IN 

)‘V,  u_ TO 
"I Love You a 

Thousand Ways" 
LEFTY FRIZZELL ( 1951) 

"Please Help Me, 
I'm Fallin" 

HANK LOCKLIN ( 1960) 

"Waltz Across Texas" 
ERNEST TUBB (1965) 

"Walk Through This 
World With Me" 
GEORGE JONES ( 1967) 

"My Woman, My 
Woman, My Wife" 
MARTY ROBBINS ( 1968) 

"Kiss an Angel 
Good Morning" 

CHARLEY PRIDE (1971) 

"Easy Loving" 
FREDDIE HART ( 1971) 

"What a Difference 
You've Made 
in My Life" 

RONNIE MILSAP ( 1978) 

"Forever and Ever, 
Amen" 

RANDY TRAVIS (1987) 

"When You Say 
Nothing at All" 

KEITH WHITLEY ( 1988) 
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"THE GREAT SPECKLED 

BIRD." ROY ACUFF 

In 1938. Acuff performed 

-The Great Speckled Bird" 

during his first appearance 

on the Grand Ole Opry. His 

emotive, theatrical style 

proved an immediate hit. 

elevating him into one of the 

most popular entertainers of 

his time—and helping build 

the Opry into an enduring 

representative of country 

music. With its ominous tone 

and passages of biblical 
reckoning. "The Great 

Speckled Bird" cpresented 

the dramatic howl of God-

fearing rural folk whose 

worship was fueled by both 

dread and hope. 

"BACK IN THE SADDLE AGAIN," GENE AUTRY 

The most successful recording artist among 

Hollywood's singing cowboys, Autry set the musical 

style for commercial western music. That style— 

smooth vocals backed by jaunty fiddle, a strummed 

acoustic guitar and a loping rhythm—is best represent-
ed by Autry's theme song, the 1939 hit " Back in the 

Saddle Again." Its references to the pleasures of riding the range is a 
fine example of what makes cowboy music so romantic and appealing. 

1.FF ANN WOMACK: 
"IF YOU'RE GONNA 1)0 ME WRONG (DO IT RIGHT)" BY VERN GOSD1N — 

"I LOVE THE PAIN IN HIS VOICE, 
THE HOPELESSNESS OF IT ALL. IT JUST 

GIVES ME CHILLS." 
"BLUE MOON OF KENTUCKY," BILL MONROE 

The bluegrass pioneer originally recorded his most famous song in 

1946 with his classic Blue Grass Boys lineup: banjoist Earl Scruggs, 

guitarist Lester Flatt, fiddler Chubby Wise and bassist Howard Watts. 

Of Monroe's vast catalog, stunning tunes like " Blue Grass 

Breakdown," " It's Mighty Dark to Travel" and " I'm Going Back to Old 

Kentucky" exerted more influence on the legions of pickers who fol-

lowed the master's lead. But " Blue Moon of Kentucky" wielded a wider 

influence, playing a primary role in the development of rock ' n' roll and 

growing into an American standard familiar to music fans of all tastes. 

liKe -fo Ve each rece a cilance. 
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,à "I'LL HOLD YOU IN MY HEART (TILL I CAN HOLD YOU IN MY ARMS)," EDDY ARNOLD 

5 In 1947, when Arnold's tender love song spent a staggering 21 weeks at No. 1, It established the career 
direction of country music's most popular crooner. When it climbed the pop charts as well, it showed how 

Nashville artists could reach larger audiences by smoothing their rural edges and removing the twang from 

5 their sound. Nashville has produced crossover artists ever since. Most of them follow Arnold toward the mid-
dle of the road, but few of them display his elegance and naturalness. 

"IT WASN'T GOD WHO MADE HONKY TONK 
ANGELS," KITTY WELLS 
Wells just wanted to earn some household 

spending money before retiring from perform-
ing when she recorded this answer song to 

Hank Thompson's "Wild Side of Life." Instead 

of retiring, though, Wells became a country 
star with this 1952 smash that also threw off 

Nashville's sexist blinders by disclosing the 

commercial potential of female vocalists. J.D. 

Miller's lyrics voiced the pent-up feelings of 

women in a way country songs hadn't previously, and 

broad range of female viewpoints enriched the country soundscape. 

before long a 
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NIARTY RAYBON: 
"1982" BY 
RANDY TRAVIS 

"THIS 
SONG 
WAS THE 
START 
OF A 
TURN-
AROUND 
FOR 
COUNTRY 
MUSIC 
IN A TIME 
WHEN WE 
REALLY 
NEEDED 
IT." 

"CRAZY ARMS," 

RAY PRICE 

A shuffle rhythm fits a down-

home country bar like a jukebox 

and a cold beer; there's not 

another sound that will fill a 

Texas dance floor faster. "Crazy 

Arms" is the preeminent coun-

try shuffle, a four-four beat with 

fiddle and steel guitar that dom-

inated the hard-country sound 

of the late ' 50s. The song 

stayed at No. 1 for 20 weeks in 

1956, keeping traditional coun-

try music alive amid the 

onslaught of rock 'n' roll. Today, 

any traditional country band 

playing for a two-stepping 

crowd must bow at the feet of 

Price and his great band, the 

Cherokee Cowboys. 
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Goodbye Earl, more Dixie Chicks: Fly 

(Monument) 31986 

Dixie Chic»: Wide Open 
Spaces Tonight The 
Heartache's On Me, more 
(Sony) 23018 

Geary era:* I *east 
Gouge« Smatese 

etasnti(ite 33342 
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Mark Wills: Lonestar: Clay Walker: ,ice GM. Lets Make Stre We 
Permanently Sad< At Lonely Grill Live. Laugh, Kiss Scotto Stele hb 
One. more (Mercury Amazed. Smile. Love You HeartrdArni Grant more 
Nashville) 32812 more (BNA) 28860 (Giant) 31053 MCA Nastivie) 34818 

Montgomery Kenny Rogers: Clint Black: Brad Paisley: Martina McBride: 
Gentry: She Rides Wild DlectrIlied Who Needs Emotion Loves The 
Tattoos & Scars Horses (RCA) Pictures (Arista Only House. more 
(Columbia) 30467 (Dreamcatcher) 32797 31437 Nashville) 28854 (RCA) 31373 

Dwight YOaltam: 
Greatest Hits From The 
)90s—Last Chance.. 
(Repine: 30983 

Toby Keith: 
Greatest Hits, 
Volume One 

Willie Nelson: Trace Adkins: Tracy Byrd: It's About 
16 Biggest More... Time Put Your Ha,C. In 
Hits (Capitol Mine, more 
(Legacy) 26381 Nashville) 31783 (RCA Nashville) 31829 

CDs ' i 

for the 
price of 

also aN ailabh 
on ( assent 

.0tIling more to b, eve 

Alabama: For The Kathy Manea: Yankee Grey: Dolly Parton: Merle Haggard: Garth Brooks: Shelby Lynne: Collin Raye: Lorne Morgan: To Kelly Willis: 
Record-41 Number The innocent Years Untamed The Grass For The Record— Double Live I Am Shelby Lynne Counting Sheep Get To You—Greatest What I 
One Hits (RCA (Mercury) (Monument) Is Blue 43 Legendary Hits (Capitol Your Lies snore (Sony Hits Collection Deserve 
Nashville) * 25521 0 35067 32322 (Sugar Hill) 32454 (ANA) *0 31216 Nashville) * 26356 (Island) 32991 Wonder) 33079 (ANA) 33128 (Rykochsc) 28375 

YetberilllimIL••••••10 

Chely Wright: Hank Williams: Patsy Cline: True 
Single White 24 Greatest Hits Love—A Standards 
Female (MCA (Mercury Collection ( MCA 
Nashville) 28770 Nashville) 08654 Nashville) 0 34847 

F AI 7 

Faith Hill: 
Faith The Secret Of 
Life, rtnnte ( Warner 
Bros ) 25238 

Kenny Chesney 
tverywhere We Ur) 

28 , 2t5 

mr. 
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11. L DANCE Backstreet Boys, Christina Aguilera 
12. D CHRISTIAN POP Point 01 Grime Steven Curtis Chapman sty 

14. D GOSPEL Fred Hammond. Trial-Tee 5:1 
15. G CHRISTIAN ROCK Jars 01 Gay, Newsboys ) 

16. D LATIN Enrique Iglesias Elvis Crespo 
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CHOOSE 
FROM OVER 

12,000 
TITLES! 

(PLEASE PRINT) First Name Last Name 

Aft 

State Zip 

MS 673 

We reserve the right to request additional information, remit any opplirobon or cancel any membeiship. Lou) tom:, a any will be osIdast I nle rharges 
will be added to pest- due bills Offer available in rontinental USA sed under spedal orrongernent in Alaska Hawaii, Puerto Rico, U APO and FPO. ' — 



ines easy 1‘1 

John Michael Montgomery: Home 
To You . 30977 

Martina McBride: Evolution a 
YOU Say more IRCA, 20476 

Sherrié Austin: Love In The Real 
World ! Arista Nash..ale 30919 

Matraca Berg: Lying To The Moon 8 
Other Stories ( RCA Nashuoe:C 30947 

1.2 price S 
for the fl 

315i i available 
on cassette 

ogling more 
Mary Chapin Carpenter: 
Party Doll And Other Favorites 

30994 

Lee Ann Womack Some Things 
I Know 26102 

Paul Brandt. That s The Truth 
(Reprise) 31424 

Sara Evans: No Place That Far 
(RCA Nashville) 26367 

(Warner Bros ( 26372 

The Tractors: Fanners In A Changing 
World A(sia Nashville 26378 

Garth Brooks: The Life Of Chris 

Gaines a7„ao,t!-_!'! 31584 

28911 

B.B. King, Greatest Hits 
(MCA)  C 25728 

Latin Mix USA 2 Elvis Crespo, 
Shakira, Ricky Martin, more. 
(Columbia) 31413 

Tito Puente: Mambo Birdland 
RMMi 0 31469 

Destiny's Child: The Writing% 
On The Wall Say My Name. 
more (Columbia) 31473 

ZI Top: XXX (RCA) 31612 

Kid Rock: Devil Without 
A Cause (Lava) 6 25711  

Vitamin C Smile, more 
lElectra) 0 31976 

Eric Clapton: Blues 
(Polyclori • 30747 

Counting Crows: This Desert Life 
Hanginaround. more ( DGCi 32102 

Britney Spears: ...Baby One More \\I:7e From The Bottom Of My 
Broken Heart more (Jive) 26932 

Donell Jones. Where I Wanna Be 
(LaFace) 3008 I 

Vertical Horizon: Everything 
You Want Title track. mT.. , 
(RCA) 0 30091 

A-leans:The ABBA Generation 
(MCA) C 32434 

EMI— 65: Europop Blue (Da Ba Dee). 
more. (RepublicAJniversah 32587 

Mariah Carey: Rainbow 
Heartbreaker Thank God I Found 
You. more (Columbia) 32764 

Jessica Simpson: Sweet 
Kisses (Columbia) 32835 

Korn: Issues Falling Away From 
Me, more. ( Epic) 6 32837 

Mandy Moore: So Real Candy 
etc (550 Music) 32847 

Fiona Apple: When The Pawn... 
Fast As You Can. more 
(Epic/Clean Slate)  32870 

11 Sync I Want You Back. more. 
(RCA)  22535 

Michael Penn: MP4 (Days Since 
A Lost Time Accident) Lucky 
One. more ( Epic) 0 33052 

S Club 7 (Interscopel C 33327 

Lynyrd Skynyrct All Time Greatest 
Hits 33339 

Dave Matthews Band( Crash 
12604 

Lit A Place In The Sun ::()Lodr. My 

George Jones: Cold Hard Truth 
(Asylum) 31054 Linda Ronstadt & Emmylou Harris: 
Randy Travis: Greatest el Hits Western Wall—The Tucson Sessions 

(Asyiel 31968 
Wayion Jennings: This Time 
(Buddha Records) C 31622 

Susan Ashton: Closer 
(Capitol Nashville) 31658 

Chris LeDoux: 20 Greatest Hits 
(Capitol Nashville) 31659 

Chart Toppers & Other Hi Steve Wa(Capitol Nashville) 31665 
nner: Two Teardrops 

Kenny Rogere• Love Songs 

(Capitol Nashville) 31670 

Rosanne Cash: Hits 1979-1989 
(Columbia) 10901  

Beth Hart: Screamin. For My 
Supper (Atlantic Laval C 31702 

The Best Of Tracy Lawrence 
(Atlantic) 26537 

Alan Jackson: Everything 
I Love (Arista Nashville) 16205 

Clay Walker: Greatest Hits 
(Grant) 24852 

Travis Tritt: No More Looking Over 
My Shoulder ( Warner Bros) 26723 

Bryan White: How Lucky I Am 
(Asylum) 31969 

Kris Kristofferson: The Austin 
Sessions ( Ailanhc 31970 

Michael Peterson: Being Human 
(Reprise: 31995 

The Charlie Daniels Band: A 
Decade Of Hits ( Legacy! 32007 

The Mavericks: Super Colossal Smash 
Hits 01The 90s ( Mercury( 32115 

Doug Stone: Make Up In Love 
lAtlantic Nashville) 32285 

Lace 143 Records) 32358 

Shawn Mullins: The First Ten 
Years ( Columbia) C 32611  

Hank Williams: Live At The Grand 
Ole Opry ( Mercury) 1. 31431  

Ty Herndon: Steam No Mr ici 
more ( Epic: 32765 

Anita Cochran: Back To You 
(Warner Bros I 22380 

Jennifer Day:The Fun Of Your 
Love (BNA) C 32825 

Sugar Ray: 14:59 r Apart Every 
more «;!,int!cLaval 28483 

Eagles: Greatest Hits 
1971-1975 (Asylum) 23481 

Backstreet Boys: Millennium 
(Jive) 28753 

Blink 182: Enema Of The State All 
The Small Things. more ! MCAil 28886 

The Cure: Blondi lowers Out Of 
This World. Maybe Someday more 
(Elektra) 34471 

Siege: Unleash The Dragon 
Incomplete. more. (Del Jam)s 34644 

Joe: My Name Is Joe I Wanna 
Know, more (Jive)  34843 

Angle Aparo: The American 
(Arista) 0  34891 

Five: Invincible (Arista)  34913 

Carly Simon:The Bedroom Tapes 
Our Affair more (Arista) 34914 

Emmert, The Marshall tlathers LP The Christina Agullera What A Girl 
- " 35061 Warts c.-- e ( RCA) 31228 
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Lila McCann: Something in The 
Air With You more. ( Asylum) 30119 

Keith Harling: Bring It On 
(Gant) 32838 

Shania Twain: The Woman In Me 
(Mercury Nashvtlle) 06935 

Coal Miner's Daughter(Sdtrk. 
Features Sissy Spacek and Beverly 
D'Angelo. ODA Nashville) 0 33062 

Patty Loveless: Classics 
(Epic) 30173 

Glen Campbell: 20 Greatest Hits 
(Capitol Nashville) 33133 

Stevie Ray Vaughan: Greatest Hits 
2—The Real Deal (Epic) 30179 

Clay Davidson: Unconditional Title 
track more (Virgin Nashvillele 33285 

John Berry: Greatest Hits 
(Capitol Nashville) 33302 

Mark Chesnutt: I Dont Want To 
Miss A Thing (Decca) 28138 

Faith Hill: It Matters To Me 
(Warner Bros 1 02190 

Terri Clark: How I Feel Ever} 
I Cry more ( Mercury) 23070 

Mark Wills: Wish You Were Here 
I Do (Cherish You). more 
(Mercur/NashvilleL 23073 

Brooks & Dunn: If You See Her 
(Arista) 23225 

Sammy Kershaw: Maybe Not 
Tonight : Mercury Nasnvire , 28484  

Ray Stevens: Hum lt iMCAiC 18109 

Billy Dean: Love Songs 
(Capitol Nashville) 33732 

Johnny Cash: 16 Biggest Hits 
(Legacy) 28605 

Tammy Wynette: 16 Biggest 
Hits (Legacy) 28608 

Garth Brooks: Sevens Two Para 
Coladas more (Capitol) 23478 

The Best Of Emmylou Harris: 
Profile ( Warner Bros I 02832 

BR5-49: Coast To Coast Live 
(Arleta) 33125 

Joe Diffie: Greatest Hits 
(Epic) C 34223 

Kenny Chesney: I Will Stand mats 
VVhy I'm Here more ( BNA) 18930 

Chris beak: Forever Blue Baby De A 
Bao Bad Neg. mere (Repose 0 08711  

Reba McEntire: If You See Him 
(MCA) 24314 

Julie Reeves: It's About Time 
Title track. Trouble Is A Woman. 
more (Virgin Nashville) 0 34897 

Rate= Lynn Howard When My Dreams 
Come Tne OA Here k iThe Water rnore 
(MCA Needle) C349C0 

Chet Aliens: Guitar Legend—The RCA 
Years B,:oica decoros, nO 33727 

inshe Teamed: Where Your Road 
Leads P!.ane",.. 25189 

Neal McCoy: The Life Of The 
Party ( Atlantc 30520 

Clint Black: Nothin• But The 
TaillIgMs Toe SP(k's "0.(lre Weanng. 
more ( RCA Nasn,l'e, 20287 

John Michael Montgomery, 
Leave A Mark , Atlantc, 25540 

Vince Gill:The Key 25622 

HOW THE CLUB WORKS 
• 10-day, risk-free trial 
• No commitment 
• Easy access by web 

6+1+5=12  
Pick 6 Buy 1 at Glob 
FREE price within 

selections a year 

Get 5 
more 
FREE 

That's 12 
for the 

price of I 

NOTHING MORE TO BUT, EVER! 
A shipping and handling charge will be added to each selection 

A Great Deal. Enjoy terrific savings. free music and more! You'll start 
With 6 FREE CDs or cassettes now, and pick the rest later from over 
12.000 titles. You'll get a total of 12 for the price of 1— and no more 
commitments. ever! 

10- Day. Risk- Free Listening. When you receive your FREE 
selections, preview them and examine the terms of Club membership 
for 10 days If you're not completely satisfied for any reason, return your 
free selections at our expense. There's no further obligation. 

Thousands Of Selections. As a neo, member about every three weeks 
(20 times a year) you'll get a new issue of your FREE Club magazine. 
There you'll get to choose from thousands of selections—everything 
from classic hits to the hottest superstars—along with music news 
and recommendations from our editors. 

The Choice Is Always Yours. In your exclusive Club magazine, you'll 
always find a Featured Selection just for you If you want it don't do a 
thing: you'll receive it automatically. If you don't want it. return the 
Music Selection Card by the date specified. You'll always have 10 
days to decide. If you have less time and receive an unwanted 
Featured Selection. return it at our expense and we will credit your 
account You may cancel your membership at any time, once you've 
purchased your one regular-Club- price selection ( CDs. 514.98 to 
516 98: cassettes: $9.98 to 511S8). 

Save Now, Save Later. Start saving with our outstanding 
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discounts up to 70%, clearance CDs as low as $2.99. and the chance to 
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DANNI LEIGH: "SEVEN SPANISH ANGELS" BY WILLIE NI I SON AND RAY CHARLES 

"WITH THAT SONG, RAY CHARLES 
AND WILLIE NELSON UNITED 

COUNTRY AND SOUL—TWO OF MY 
FAVORITE KINDS OF MUSIC." 

"CRAZY," PATSY CLINE 

"Crazy" ranks as the ultimate Nashville crossover song. Released in 

1961, it places an emotional country voice in a twang-free, orchestral 

setting to create a stirring, timeless song that touched people of all 

cultures and tastes. Cline's voice—a one-of-a-kind instrument of 
strength and intimacy cut with a heart-tugging, emotional throb—was 

never better showcased. In subsequent years, nearly every female 

country star would cite Cline's influence, but few would equal the 

powerful effect she had on listeners. 

EDDIE KILGALLON ( RICO( ft 
"THE DEVIL WEN I. DOWN TO GEORGIA" BY CHARLIE DANIELS * e 

"IT EMBODIES THE EVER-POPULAR 
FIGHT BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, 
AND IT'S STILL AS MUCH FUN TO 

HEAR TODAY AS IT WAS 
IN THE MID-'70s." 

"KING OF THE ROAD." 

ROGER MILLER 

Roger Miller kicked open the 

margins of what a country song 

could be. Not as inventive as 

"Dang Me" or "Chug-e-Lug" 

"King of the Road" nonetheless 

stands as Miller's crowning 

achievement. A No. 1 adult-con-

temporary and No. 4 pop hit, it 

was characteristic of Miller's 

brilliance, striking a jaunty tone 

to tell a downbeat tale in an 

upbeat manner. It also broadened 

the palate for country artistry, 

opening the gate for such 

Individualists as Toni T. Hall 

and Kris Kristofferson. 

10 BEST SONGS 
FOR nirrYP 
IN YOUR BEER 
"I'm Walking the Floor 

Over You" 
ERNEST TUBB (1941) 

"Slipping Around" 
FLOYD TILLMAN ( 1949) 

"I'm So Lonesome 
I Could Cry" 

HANK WILLIAMS ( 1949) 

"Faded Love" 
BOB WILLS ( 1950) 

"Singing the Blues" 
MARTY ROBBINS ( 1956) 

"I Can't Stop Loving You" 
DON GIBSON (1958) 

"He'll Have to Go" 
JIM REEVES ( 1960) 

"There Goes My 
Everything" 

JACK GREENE ( 1967) 

"He Stopped Loving 
Her Today" 

GEORGE JONES ( 1980) 

"When I Call Your Name" 
VINCE GILL ( 1990) 

"ACT NATURALLY," BUCK OWENS 

Country Music October/Haven""' 2000 29 



• EDDIE MONTGOMERY (MONTGOMERY GENTRY): 
"WHAT AM I GONNA DO WITH THE REST OF MY LIFE" BY MERLE HAGGARD " 

"MERLE HAGGARD AND SONGS LIKE 
THIS...THAT'S WHY COUNTRY MUSIC IS 

STILL HERE! IT JUST FEELS RIGHT 
WHEN HE'S GOT A CIGARETTE IN 

ONE HAND AND A JIM BEAM IN 
THE OTHER, JUST TAKING IT ALL IN." 

elm.; 

2000 R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO. 

"DON'T COME HOME A-DRINKIN' (WITH 

LOVIN' ON YOUR MIND)," LORETTA LYNN 

Lynn's first No. 1 hit carne in 1967—seven 

years into her career—with this outspoken 

outburst of willful pride. Coming at the start of 

the feminist movement, Lynn's self-written 

song elucidated in no uncertain terms her 

desire to be respected in her home. Delivered 

in an unrepentant rural twang, it was a revolu-

tionary cry from the trenches of tradition-bound 

wives. Along with "You Ain't Woman Enough," 

which preceded it, the song established Lynn 

as a down-home, plainspoken representative of 

those women whose voices are rarely heard. 

"MAMA TRIED." 

MERLE HAGGARD 

In 1968. Haggard managed to 

tap several country touchstones 

in this classic: family, prison. 

and the tortured guilt of a coun-

try boy gone bad. Yet, in his typ-

ically earthy way. Haggard 

molds the themes into an artful-

ly conceived tune about a poor. 

fatherless boy caught in a 

struggle between the values 

instilled into him at home and 

the rebellious, angry spirit 

pumping through his veins. Like 

Jimmie Rodgers. Hank Williams 

and Johnny Cash. Haggard pre-

sented songs about his experi-

ences and those of working-

class rounders in a crisply poet-

ic manner that comes across 

as honest and entertaining. 



10 BEST SONGS 
FOR GETTIN' 
THE .1P1U 

"Will the Circle Be 
Unbroken" 

THE CARTER FAMILY ( 1935) 

"The Great 
Speckled Bird" 
ROY ACUFF (1939) 

"1 Am a Pilgrim" 
MERLE TRAVIS ( 1941) 

"Dust on the Bible" 
THE BAILES BROTHERS (1943) 

"I Saw the Light" 
HANK WIWAMS (1948) 

"(There'll Be) Peace 
in the Valley" 
RED FOLEY ( 1951) 

"Ill Fly Away" 
JIM AND JESSE (1951) 

"Wings of a Dove" 
FERLIN HUSKY (1960) 

"Daddy Sang Bass" 
JOHNNY CASH (1968) 

"Why Me, Lord" 
KRIS KRISTOFFERSON (1972) 

"STAND BY YOUR MAN," TAMMY WYNETTE 

Wynette's performance, a combination of vulnerability 
and resolve, speaks of owning the personal strength .a 
to maintain a marriage amid adversity. Released in 
1968 during the feminist movement, some heard the 
song as a stubborn retrenchment into subordination. 
Instead, it was a powerful reiteration of the impor-
tance of family—an ongoing theme in country music irà 
during the social upheavals of the latter half of the 20th century. 

I ERRI CLARK: "WHY NOT ME" BY THE JUDDS * ' 

"THERE IS _RIST THE SIMPLISTIC, HONEST 
BARE-BONES ACOUSTIC PRODUCTION AND 
SEAMLESS HARMONIES THAT MAKE IT A NO-

BRAINER IN THE CLASSIC COUNTRY CATEGORY, 
ESPECIALLY FOR MY GENERATION." 

-COAT OF MANY COLORS." DOI LY PARTON 

Pal t of the appeal of ! baby country stars is their iconic stories of over-

coming difficult cirer rinstances to live vut the American dream. There's 

no greater story than that of Dolly Parton. who rose from hardscrab-

ble mountain upbringing to gain international renown. By writing songs 

that emphasized her background. Parton helped construct her own larg-

er-than-life persona. And she never wrote more Compassionately than 

on this inspiring tale of an impoverished mother who turns a dire situ-

ation into a fable about love and self-worth. 

Dora! Full Flavor 

Pricedf 
BURNS 
SLOW 

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 

13 mg. "tar", 0.8 mg. nicotine ay. per cigarette by FTC method. 



"MAMMAS DON'T LET YOUR BABIES GROW UP TO BE COWBOYS," WAYLON JENNINGS AND WII LIE NELSON 

Both men created more substantial and distinctive work. hut the two Texans scored their greatest cultural and 

commercial impact as a pair of outlaw buddies singing a series of winking songs that referenced (and mythol-

ogized) their offbeat lifestyle in all its rowdy, mischievous glory. This Grammy-winning No. 1 hit—along with 

companion pieces "Good Hearted Woman" and "Luckenbach. Texas"—aligns rambling, rough-living singers 

with the romantic notion of the American cowboy. In warning against the life they lead, they portray themselves 

as hard-loving, good-time guys embracing a hedonistic existence most nine-to-fivers only dream about. 

est*es 

* * * LEE GREENWOOD: "HE STOPPED LOVING HER TODAY" BY GEORGE JONES 

"THE MESSAGE IN THIS SONG IS 
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE COMBINED 
WITH THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF 

SOMEONE WHO HAD PLEDGED HIS 
LOVE FOREVER. COUPLED WITH THE 
GREATEST VOCAL PERFORMANCE OF 

GEORGE JONES, THIS SONG 
GETS MY VOTE." 

1.̀ THE GAMBLER," KENNY ROGERS 
thdrthte ' 70s, Nashville's sleek profes-

sionalism crested to create a middle-of-
the-.road sound that proved widely popu-
lar. At its best, it told compelling stories 
and probed modern relationships. The 
1978 hit "The Gambler," one of the most 
distinctive song 
together an agin 
yoLing so 
IRO 
Sc 
of 

fispe era, brought 
storeller and a 

with a fresliperspective. 
voice imbued Don 

s or ity tale with the right touch 
ight and w mth, giving Rogers his 

first million-selling album—a rarity in coun 
tray music then. More than that, the way 
the song wrapped tidy moralism into ai 
sm othly dramatic arrangement has been> 
a t of country music ever since but, 

was it done as effectively. 

-HE STOPPED LOVING HER 

TODAY." GEORGE JONES 

Jones is considered the ultimate 

hard-country singer. However, 

some of his most glorious work 

used grand. sophisticated 

arrangements to bring out the 

best in Jones' phrase-bending. 

emotion-drenched voice. "He 

Stopped Loving Her Today" 

blends bombast and heartbreak 

with brilliant effectiveness. The 

1980 release set the standard 

for a form of relentless despair 

that has always been a 

hallmark of country music. 

10 BEST SONGS 
TO MAKE YOU 

•--1( )N4 F'SiCK 

"Foggy Mountain 
Breakdown" 

FLATT AND SCRUGGS ( 1949) 

- Uncle Pen" 
BILL MONROE ( 1950) 

"Detroit City" 
BOBBY BARE ( 1963) 

-Green. Green Grass 
of Home" 

PORTER WAGONER (1965) 

"Sing Me Back Home" 
MERLE HAGGARD (1968) 

-Rocky Top" 
THE OSBORNE BROTHERS 

(1968) 

-Homecoming" 
TOM T. HALL ( 1969) 

-Coal Miner's 
Daughter" 

LORETTA LYNN ( 1970) 

"Daddy's Hands" 
HOLLY DUNN ( 1986) 

"Chattahoochee" 
ALAN JACKSON ( 1993) 
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FEDERATION 

Height: er 
Weight: 252 lbs. 
orreetowre: Victoria, TX 

èAove: Stone Cold 

le C91E1 Steve Au;tin ut.,hered in 
j brand oF "Attitude" when he 

le Federation in 1996. He 

rom today's stars such as 
Stone Cold Steve Austin" and 

The Rock", to legends such as 
Andre the Giant", the World 
Wrestling Federation° boasts an 
incredible line-up which includes 
some of the most famous — and 
infamous — superstars in the 
world of sports entertainment. 
Now, you have the opportunity to 
bring all the thrills and excitement 
of the World Wrestling Federation 
into your home. Presenting... 
22Ict Gold World Wrestling 
Federation Cards. 

All the details 
demanding 

collectors expect! 

This is the first-ever collection 
available featuring the Superstars 
of the World Wrestling Federation 
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r-

• I. 46 

• Cards shoinsmaller thaB acte size of 21/2" wide by 31/2" high. 

Mil 
!BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 353 NORWALK CT  

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

THE DANBURY MINT 

47 RICHARDS AVENUE 

PO BOX 4940 

NORWALK CT 06860-0130 

III II II..11.•11..11.11i...11..1 

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 



22kt GOO 
WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION CARDS 

This deluxe Collector's Album is 
included at no extra charge. 

The Danbury Mint 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06857 

Cards shown smaller than actual size of n" wide by 3 4" high. 

(continued from front) 

on mint condition 22kt gold cards. The front of 
each card features an astonishingly lifelike action 
portrait of the Superstar. The back of each card 
provides fascinating details, including memo-
rable matches and "patented" finishing moves. 

Officially authorized. 

This unique collection is officially authorized by 
the World Wrestling Federation. 

Deluxe Collector's Album 
available at no additional charge. 

To house and protect your mint-condition collec-
tion, you'll receive a deluxe Collector's Album 

with crystal-clear vinyl pages, 
at no additional charge. 

Just $9.95 each! 
Satisfaction 
guaranteed! 

These cards are an amazing 
value at just $9.95 each (plus 
$.95 shipping and handling 
per card). To order, return the 
Reservation Application. Your 
first shipment will consist of 
one card. Thereafter, you will 
receive and pay for two cards 
every four weeks. Ordering is 
risk free. Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed. If you are not 
thrilled with any card, return it 
within 30 days for replacement 
or refund. Respond today! 

A final striking is inspected 
to ensure that it meets 

the highest quality standards. 

RESERVATION APPLICATION 

22kt GOLD 
World Wrestling 
Federation® Cards 

Send 
no money 

now. 

Yes! Reserve my 22kt Gold World Wrestling Federation Cards collection as 
described in this announcement. 

Name  
Please print clearly. 

Address  

City State  Zip  

Signature  
Orders subject to acceptance. Allow 4 to 8 weeks after payment for initial shipment. 

ECheck here to personalize album with the following name: 

GWC1N161 
0 2000 World Wrestling Federation 
Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. O MBI 
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"MOUNTAIN MUj ALABAMA 
Alabama graft6d ee'n:sirckness of ' 70s pop-

ere-
rock with a sanitized take on country tradi-

tions. ''Mountain Music," ilt.1.982 smash, 

leirévamps the hand-clap hoedowns of 

fiddle tunes and the so harmoniessigist 

bout turrInr, 

d time. Thei 

age of friend-

bluegrass into a simple 

nostal • into a blithe' 

band's musrcal formula 

si 

ly ol' boys having fun s(rt'the stage for a 

majority of Nashville bands that followed. 

e TAMMY COCHRAN: "THE DANCE" BY GARTH BROOKS 

"IT WAS THE SONG MY BROTHER ALAN [WHO 
DIED OF CYSTIC FIBROSIS] REQUESTED BE 
PLAYED AT HIS FUNERAL, AND IT STILL MAKES 

ME CRY ANYTIME I HEAR IT. IT'S TRUE, 
EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON, EVEN IF 
WE DON'T KNOW THE REASON." 

"DOES FORT WORTH EVER CROSS YOUR MIND." GEORGE STRAIT 

"Does Fort Worth Ever Cross Your Mind" marked the moment when Strait 

stopped struggling with the Nashville system and started mastering it. His best 

characteristics shine in this 1984 hit: The sly naturalness of his phrasing, the 

intimate drama of his tone and the subtle smoothness he instills in a barroom 

tune all make this a modern masterpiece. He's been imitated endlessly, but 

he remains that rare Nashville commodity: his own man. 

"ANY MAN OF MINE," SHANIA TWAIN 
In collaboration with her producer and hus-

band, Robert "Mutt" Lange, Twain saved her 

career and ultimately became one of the 

most popular country artists of her time by 

tapping into a revolutionary sound that was 

new to country radio yet familiar to those 
with any connection to '80s rock and pop. 

Her first No. 1 hit, 1995's "Any Man of Mine," 

set her direction. Engagingly danceable, 

sweetly spirited and coyly flirtatious, Twain's 

statement of a fun-loving woman's desire to 

have a lover make her fickle needs his priori-

the attention of a cash-flush youth culture. Suddenly, a 

"THE DANCE, -
GARTH BROOKS 
In 1990. Brooks barged his 

way into the national con-

sciousness with a one-two 

punch: as the rowdy. lovable 

loser of " Friends in Low 

Places" and as the sensitive 

confidant of "The Dance." The 

latter tune hit first, and its 

epic sweep of empathy and 

daring became the big red but-

ton Brooks would punch again 

and again. The pose of the 

compassionate martyr with a 

rowdy streak would be mim-

icked by a decade's worth of 

male country performers. but 

no one else would achieve 

Brooks wild-eyed grasp of how 

to make a grand statement 

while espousing himself as an 

average guy weighted down by 

everyday concerns. 

10 BEST SONGS 
FOR HONKY 
TiONKF 

"Born to Lose" 
TED DAFFAN ( 1942) 

"Dim Lights, Thick 
Smoke. and Loud, 

Loud Music" 
JOE MAPHIS ( 1951) 

"Honky Tank Blues' 
HANK WILLIAMS ( 1952) 

"Live Fast. Love Hard, 
Die Young-

FARON YOUNG ( 1855) 

"(I'm a) Honky Tonk 
Man" 

JOHNNY HORTON (1958) 

"A Six Pack to Go" 
HANK THOMPSON ( 1960) 

"The Bottle Let 
Me Down" 

MERLE HAGGARD ( 1966) 

"She's Actin' Single 
(I'm Drinkin' Doubles)" 

GARY STEWART (1970) 

"Whiskey Bent and 
Hellbound" 

HANK WILLIAMS JR. ( 1979) 

"Friends in Low Places" 

majority of country music stars wanted to strike a pose and dance. * 

34 cr,,J, . ". 1.., , October/November 2000 

GARTH BROOKS ( 1990) 



Ten years ago, George Jones 
contributed to the liner notes of a 
green, young kid from Texas. 
"This boy from Beaumont is 
the real deal," Jones said. 

A decade later - with eight best-selling 
albums, and 12 chart-topping singles - 
he's still the real deal. 



After a family crisis, Kathy Matt 
cultivates a healthy persp 

and a fresh focus on her music. 
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announces a great NEW offer! 

FOR THE 1 
PRICE OF D 

Johnny Cash—God 
(Columbia/Legacy) 

395616 

Johnny Cash—Love 
(Columbia/Legacy) 

395608 

Eddie Rabbitt—All Time 
Greatest Hits 
(Warner Bros.) 477133 

Tom Petty 8 The 
Heartbreakers—Grt. Hits 
(MCA) 474411 

(7,F ORGE 

George Strait 
Latest Greateat 
Straitest Hits 

(MCA Nashville) 
390419 

Faith Hill— 
Take Me As 1 Am 
(Warner Broa) 473728 

Shania Twain 
(Mercury/Nashville) 

458273 

Charlie Daniels Band— 
Super Hits ( Epic) 456608 

George Strait—Pure 
Country (MCA) 448753 

Kenny Rogers-
20 Greatest Hits 
(Reprise) 444885 

Mary Chapin 
Carpenter—Come On, 
Come On 
(Columbia) 440560 

A Brenda Lee 
Christmas 
(Warner Bros.) 439976 

Shenandoah—Grt. Hits 
(Columbia) 436808 

Wynonna Judd— 
VVynonna 
(MCA/Curb) 435909 

The Allman Brothers 
Band—A Decade Of Hits 
1969-79 (Polydor) 430439 

Alan Jackson— 
Here In The Real World 
(Arista) 406785 

Tim Wilson—Hillbilly 
Homeboy (Capitol 
Nashville) 397174 

Ninedays—The Madding 
Crowd (550 Music/Epic) 

395707 

Carly Simon— 
The Bedroom Tapes 
(Arista) 395418 

Michael Peterson— 
Super Hits 
(WB Nashville) 394478 

Take Me Home: The 
John Denver Story 
(RCA) 394023 

Patsy Cline—True Love-
A Standards Collection 
(MCA Nashville; 393322 

Shania Twain 
Come On Over 

(Mercury) 
229021 

Johnny Cash—Murder 
(Columbia/Legacy) 

395590 

Kathy Mattea—The 
Innocent Years (Mercury/ 
Nashville) 394551 

Point 01 Grace— 
Rarities 8 Remixes 
(Word) 392678 

Loaded With Hits— 
Various Artists 
(Foundation) al 392647 

"Where The Heart is" 
(RCA Nashville) 392480 

Billy Dean—Love Songs 
(Capitol Nashville) 392415 

Prime Country Cuts— 
Various Artists 
(Foundation) 391946 

Chet Atkins--
Guitar Legend (Buddha 
Re,ords) U 391763 

Billy Joel.-2000 Years 
The Millennium Concert 
(Columbia) U 394320 

Collin Raye— Tracks 
(Epic Nashville) 394254 

Pure Prairie League— 
Greatest Hits 
(RCA) 317370 

Garth Brooks—In The 
Life Of Chris Gaines 
(Capitol) 317016 

Yolanda Adams— 
Mountain High. .Malley 
Low (Elektra) 316299 

Brian McKnight—Back 
At One (Motown) 316141 

Suzy Bogguss 
(Platinum) 312900 

Johnny Cash—At 
Folsom Prison 
(Romateredl (Columbia/ 
Legacy) 312751 

Brooks & Dunn 
Tight Rope 

(Arista Nashville) 
315960 

Christina Aguilera 
(RCA) 311282 

Kris Kristotlerson— 
The Austin Sessions 
(Atlantic) 310946 

Pure 70's—Eric Clapton, 
Boston, Doobie Brothers, 
more Mercury) 281519 

Mary Mary—Thankful 
(C2) 393520  

Glen Campbell-
20 Greatest Hits 
(Capitol Nashville) 385971 

Sarah McLachlan— 
Mirrorball (Arista) 282541 

Ricky Martin (C2)282228 

The Dooble Brothers— 
Best Of Live 
(Enhanced CD) 
(Sony Legacy) 281998 

Backstreet Boys— 
Millennium (Jive) 281956 

John Michael 
Montgomery—Home fo 
You (Atlantic Nashville) 

281543 

Linda Ronstadt And 
Emmylou Harris— 
Western Wall: The Tucson 
Sessions (Asylum) 310938 

Trace Adkins—More 
(Capitol Nashville) 324962 

Counting Crows—This 
Desert Life (DGC) 323287 

Sammy Kershaw— 
Maybe Not Tonight 
(Mercury) 279802 

Patty Loveless— 
Classics ( Epic) 274159 

Dixie Chicks 
Fly 

(Monument) 
314278 

See 
details 

George Strait— Merry 
Christmas Wherever You 
Are (MCA Nashville) 

315473 

Martina McBride— 
White Christmas 
(RCA Nashville) 315432 

Neal McCoy— 
Life Of The Party (Atlantic 
Nashville) 272336 

Mark Chesnutt—I Don't 
Want To Miss A Thing 
(Decca Nashville) 272328 

Sugar Ray-14:59 
(Atlantic) 271288 

Britney Spears—Baby 
One More Time 
(Enhanced CD) 
(Jive) 269621 

Hank Williams, Sr.-
20 Greatest Hits 
(Mercury/Nashville) 

263798 

NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER! 
Vertical Horizon— 
Everything You Want 
(RCA) 389668 

BR5-49—Coast To Coast 
(Arista Nashville) 386805 

"Coal Miner's Daughter" 
(MCA Nashville) 381467 

Lynyrd Skynyrd— 
Skynyrd's Innyrds/Ther 
Grt. Hits (MCA) 381129 

Patsy Cline—Grt. Hits 
(MCA) 365924 

3 Doors Down—The 
Better Life ( Republic/ 
Universal) 354357 

Al Green—Compact 
Command Performances 
(EMI) 349886 

The Bellamy Brothers— 
Greatest Hits. Vol. 2 
(MCA/Curb) 349738 

The Best Of The Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band— 
Twenty Years Of Dirt 
(Warner Bros.) 345744 

Jimmy Buffett—Songs 
You Know By Heart 
(MCA) 339911 I 

Micheal W. Smith— 
This Is Your Time 
(Enhanced CD) 
(Reunion) 329755 

Mavericks—Super 
Colossal Smash Hits Of 
The 90's (Mercury/ 
Nashville) 325803 I 

Tracy Byrd— 
It's About Time 
(RCA Nashville) 324970 I 

Mariah Carey—Rainbow I 
(Celumtual  324608 

Dolly Parton— 
The Grass Is Blue 
(Sugar Hill) 324269 

Jett Foxworthy— 
Greatest Bits 
(WB Nashville) 320218 

Reba McEntire— 
Secret Of 
(MCA tlxxhvillel 31/727 

rig , '41 
- I 

Reba McEntire 
So Good Together 
(Enhanced CD) 
(MCA Nashville) 

327601 

Willie Nelson— 
Stardust (Remastered) 
(Columbia/ Legacy) 

312744 

Bryan White— 
How Lucky I Am 
(Warner Bros ) 312348 

Creedence Clearwater 
Revival—Chronicle. 20 
Grt. Hits ( Fantasy) 308049 

Willie Nelson— 
Pretty Paper 
(Columbia) 302968 

Sherrie Austin—Love In 
The Real World 
(Enhanced CD) 
(Arista Nashville) 289678 

Mindy McCready— 
I'm Not So Tough 
(BNA Nashville) 289645 

Eagles—Grt. Hits, 1971-
75 (Asylum) 287003 

Marty Stuart— 
The Pilgrim 
(MCA Nashville) 283978 

Dwight Yoakam Last 
Chance For A Thousand 
Years: Greatest Hits Of 
The '90s ( Reprise) 280974 

Chely Wright— 
Single White Female 
(MCA Nashville) 281022 

Steven Curtis 
Chapman—(Speechless) 
(Sparrow) 283671 

Martina 
McBride 
Emotion 

(RCA Nashville) 
315689 

Steve Wanner— 
Two Teardrops 
(Capitol) 279778 

The Absolute Hits 
Collection—Matchbox 
20, Sugar Ray. Brandy. 
more. (Atlantic) 275248 

George Strait—Always 
Never The Same 
(MCA Nashville) 273987 

Tracy Byrd—Keepers 
(Greatest Hits) 
(MCA Nashville) 273417 

Charlie Rich-
16 Biggest Hits 
(EpiciLegacy) 272575 

Tammy Wynette-
16 Biggest Hits 
(Epic/Legacy) 272559 

John Berry—Greatest 
Hits (Capitol Nashville) 

391672 

Lonestar 
Lonely Grill 

(BNA Records) 
281527 

Deana Carter— 
Everything's Gonna Be 
Alright (Capitol Nashville) 

263756 

Toby Keith—Greatest 
Hits Volume One 
)Mercury/Nashville) 

263731 

ACT NOW! 
SEND NO MONEY! 111111 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 900 BLOOMINGTON IN 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

I-1 
CD HEADQUARTERS 
555 DANIELS WAY 
BLOOMINGTON IN 47404-9801 

NO POSTAGE 

NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 

IN THE 

UNITED STATES 

1111,11,111,11,111 1 1 1 1 11111 11111 11111 I 111111 1 1111111 



Sheryl Crow— 
The Globe Sessions 
(Enhanced CD) 
(A&M) 260760 

Vince Gill— 
Breath Of Heaven 
(MCA Nashville) 259721  

Lee Ann Womack— 
Some Things I Know 
(Decca Nashville) 259549 

Randy Travis—Greatest 
41 Hits (Warner Bros. 
Nashville) 256685 

Alabama— 
For The Record 
(RCA Nashville) MI 256628 

George Jones-
16 Biggest Hits 
(Epic/Legacy) 253674 

Trisha Yearwood— 
Where Your Road Leads 
(Enhanced CD) 
(MCA Nashville) 253625 

Celine Dion— 
Let's Talk About Love 
(550 Music/Epic) 253245 

Joe Difffe—Greatest Hits 
(Enhanced CD) 
(Epic) 250241  

Toby Keith— 
Blue Moon 
(A&M/Nashvillel 153973 

ÍCountry N 
Craig Morgan 
(Atlantic Nashville)394783 

Rebecca Lynn Howard 
(MCA Nashville) 394304 

Chad Brock 
Yes! 

(Warner Bros. Nashville) 
393454 

Eric Heatherly— 
Swimming In Champagne 
(Mercury Nashville) 

393108 

Anita Cochran—Anita 
(WB Nashville) 392464 

Jennifer Day— 
The Fun Of Your Love 
(BNA Records) 386797 

Phil Vassar 
(Arista Nashville) 384164 

Alecia Elliott— 
I'm Diggin' It 
(MCA Nashville) 348714 

ewcomers 
Gary Allan—Smoke 
Rings In The Dark 
(MCA Nashville) 324236 

Keith Urban 
(Capitol Nashville) 320192 

Yankee Grey—Untamed 
(Monument) 316000 

Andy Griggs— 
You Won't Ever Be Lonely 
(RCA) 279786 

Montgomery Gentry— 
Tattoos & Scars 
(Columbia) 278770 

Sara Evans— 
No Place That Far 
(RCA Nashville) 265041  

The Kinkel's— 
Just Between You And Me 
(Epci 223271 

Brad Paisley 
Who Needs Pictures 

(Enhanced CD) 
(Arista Nashville) 

281535 

No Hassles 

No Gimmicks 

No Obligation 

Dwight Yoakam 
dwightyoakam.net 
(Reprise Nashville) 

394775 

Reba McEntire— 
if You See Him 
(Enhanced CD) 
(MCA Nashville) 247791  

Terri Clark—How I Feel 
Mercury) 245589 

Mark Wills— 
Wish You Were Here 
(Mercury) 245571  

John Mellencamp— 
The Best That I Could Do 
(1978-1988) 
(Mercury) 242958 

John Michael 
Montgomery—Leave A 
Mark (Atlantic) 241471  

Steve Wariner—Burnin' 
The Roadhouse Down 
(Capitol Nashville) 241331  

John Denver— 
Greatest Country Hits 
(RCA) 238931  

Alan Jackson— 
Everything I Love 
(Arista Nashville) 235002 

Sixpence None The 
Richer (Squint) 232850 

Garth Brooks—Sevens 
,Capitol) 232207 

Dwight Yoakam— 
Come On Christmas 
:Reprise) 230516 

John Michael 
Montgomery—Greatest 
Hits (Atlantic Nashville) 

225862 

Kenny Chesney— 
I Will Stand 
(BNA Records) 221267 

The Beat 01 Collin 
Raye: Direct Hits - 
(Enhanced CD) 
(Epic) 220988 

Martina McBride— 
Evolution 
(RCA Nashville) 220236 

Trisha Yeanvood— 
Songbook: A Collection 
Of Hits 
(MCA Nashville) 219436 

Lonestar—Crazy Nights 
(BNA Records) 214676 

Diamond Rio— 
Greatest Hits 
(Arista Nashville) 214827 

George Jones— 
Cold Hard Truth 
(Warner Bros.) 310524 

Santana—Supernatural 
(Arista) 287854 

Alabama— 
Twentieth Century 
(Enhanced CD) 
(RCA Nashville) 283838 

Pam Tillie— 
Greatest Hits 
(Arista Nashville) 211441 

Kenny Rogers— 
The Gift 
(Word Nashville) 188706 

Collin Raye— 
Christmas: The Gift 
(Epic) 170928 

Elvis Presley— 
Great Country Songs 
(RCA) 169391  

Alabama— 
Alabama Christmas 
(RCA) 158964 

Brooks & Dunn— 
Borderline 
(Arista Nashville) 155309 

Vince Gill—Souvenirs 
(MCA) 155259 

Joe Dints— 
Mr. Christmas 
(Epic) 149393 

Garth Brooks— 
Fresh Horses 
(Capitol Nashville) 141952 

Lonestar 
(BNA Records) 140712 

Trisha 
Yearwood 

Real Live Woman 
(MCA Nashville) 

391680 

Travis Tritt-
- -Gretna-St Hits: 
From The Beginning 
(Warner Bros.) 138812 

Faith Hill— 
It Matters To Me 
(Warner Bros.)  

Lorrie Morgan— 
Greatest Hits 
(BNA Records) 132480 

John Denver—Rocky 
Mountain Christmas 
(RCA) 125005 

Ronnie Milsap—The 
Essential Ronnie Milsap 
(RCA) 123729 

134908 

1 FOR THE PRICE OF 

NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER! 
Kenny Chesney— 
Everywhere We Go 
(BNA Records) 273052 

Garth Brooks— 
Double Live 
(Capitol) 111 266734 

The Cream Of Eric 
Clapton 
(Polydor) 121665 

Shania TWain— 
The Woman In Me 
(Mercury/Nashville) 

119768 

Trisha Yeanvood— 
The Sweetest Gift 
(MCA Nashville) 112797 

Simon á Garfunkel— 
The Best Of 
(Columbia) 323550 

Chris LeDoux-
20 Greatest Hits 
(Capitol Nashville) 283812 

Mary Chapin 
Carpenter—Party Doll 
And Other Favorites 
(Columbia) 281550 

Brooks & Dunn— 
If You See Her 
(Arista) 247759 

The Beach Boys— 
Greatest Hits 
(Capitol) 122903  

Collin Raye— 
In This Life 
(Epic) 447268 

"Magnolia"— 
Aimee Mann, more. 
(Reprise) 350066 

Ty Herndon 
Steam (Epic) 

324988 

PICK YOUR FREE CDs! MAIL TODAY! 
Please accept my membership application in CDHQ, and send me my 7 FREE CDs indicated on this form under the terms outlined in this 
advertisement. I agree to buy just 1 more CD within the next year. After that I can choose 4 more CDs FREE. ro get 12 CDs for the price of 
1 and there's no further obligation to buy anything more! (A shipping and handling charge is added to each selection.) 

jrk RUSH me these 7 FREE CDs now! 
X. Write the numbers of the CDs here. 

• CDs with this symbol count as two.   

PICK YOUR FAVORITE E.: COUNTRY r_ HARD ROCK D RAP 
MUSIC: Check only one, but Lonestar. Drone Chicks Santana Aerosmrth ley-Z DMX 

you can change your mind at LI ALTERNATIVE LT: METAL C3 111LB 
any time. Kid Rock Blink 182 Ozzy Osbourn°. Korn Bolan McKnight TLC 

E EASY LISTENING '._- SOFT ROCK E DANCE El LIGHT SOUNDS 
Frank Smarm Tony Bennett Manah Carey, Etton John Backstreet Boys. Jennifer Lopez Celina Dem. Neil Dramond 

(0 :«.I MR. J MRS. i MS 

0 

PRINT FIRST NAME INITIAL LAST NAME A GEI091 

ADDRESS APT 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  

Do you have a telephone? (01) J Yes J No It yes, write in the number: (05) ( 
Have you bought anything by mail in the past? (27) :a Yes -I No 

How have you paid for your purchases? (Check all that apply): Cash (28) J Credit Card (29) J Check (30) J Money Order (31) 

Note: This application must be used to redeem this special offer. We also reserve the right to request additional information, 
reject any application or cancel any membership. A late charge may be applied to bills not paid promptly. This offer valid in the 
contiguous United States. Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 1HB-8N OT1/F00 

Vince Gill—The Key 
(Enhanced CD) 
(MCA Nashville) 256602 

Jars Of Clay— 
It I Left The Zoo 
(Essential) 328419 

Newsboys— 
Lovelibertydisco 
(Sparrow) 328278 

Mark Wills 
Permanently 

(Mercury/Nashville) 
342741 

Lee Roy Parnell—Hits 
And Highways Ahead 
(Arista Nashville) 311944 

Best 01 Oldies But 
Goodies Vol. 3— 
Various Artists 
(Original Sound) 288134 

See details 

Faith Hill—Faith 
(Warner Bros.) 241356 

Dixie Chicks— 
Wide Open Spaces 
(Monument) 234757 

Songs From "Touched 
By An Angel"—Celine 
Dion, Faith Hilt more. 
(550 Music) 267336 

Bill Engvall—Doriesh 
(Warner Bros. Nashville) 

263749 

Blackhawk— 
The Sky's The Limit 
(Arista Nashville) 259523 

Sammy Kershaw—Labor 
Of Love (Mercury) 229039 

Confederate Railroad— 
Greatest Hits 
(Atlantic Nashville)1 58063 

Dolly Parton—I Will 
Always Love You & Other 
Greatest Hits 
(Columbia) 153932 

Martina McBride—Wild 
Angels (RCA) 139071  

Little Texas—Grt Hits 
(Warner Bros.) 1361338 

BOW 
CD HEADQUARTERS 

GREAT NEW OFFER 
A Simply Terrific Deal — Starting With 7 CDs 
FREE Right Now (p)us shipping and handling)— 
and a total of 12 for the price of 1 with no 
obligation to buy anything more! 

10-day Risk-Free Trial. We'll send details of the 
Club's operation with your FREE CDs. If you are 
not satisfied for any reason whatsoever, return 
everything within 10 days at our expense—and 
there's no further obligation on your part! 

An Incredible Selection. As a member, you'll have 
thousands of selections to choose from. You'll 
receive our Free Music Magazine about every 
three weeks ( up to 20 times a year). Each issue 
describes the Selection of the Month for your 
musical interest, plus hundreds of alternates from 
classic hits to today's hottest stars. 

Ease, Convenience And Freedom Of Choice. In 
each Club magazine, you'll always be offered a 
special Selection of the Month. If you want it, do 
nothing—it will be shipped automatically. If you 
prefer an alternate selection, or none at all, return 
the response card by the date specified. You'll 
always have at least 10 days in which to decide; if 
not, you may return the selection at our expense. 
As soon as you buy just one CD at the regular Club 
price ( currently $12.98 to $17.98) at some time within 
the next year, you're entitled to 4 more FREE! That 
adds up to 12 CDs for the price of 1. (A shipping 
and handling charge will be added to each selection.) 
You may cancel your membership anytime after 
buying your regular Club price selection. 

Enjoy Savings Throughout Membership, Each 
Club magazine also offers you an opportunity to 
get your favorite music at special low prices! 
So you not only enjoy huge introductory savings 
right now-12 CDs for the price of 1— you'll also be 
offered lots of special deals and sales as long as 
you're a member! 

0 If the application is missing write to: WHO 
555 DANIELS WAY, BLOOMINGTON, IN 47404-9801 

• Selections with this symbol count as two. 
la Contains explicit lyrics which may be 

objectionable to some members. 

'( 2000 CDHQ 



By Charlene A. Blevins Photography by Tamara Reynolds 
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ATHY MATTEA IS STANDING BAREFOOT IN A COLD STREAM K 
in the side garden of Nashville's Cheekwood 
mansion, wearing a long red velvet dress. In one hand 

she has the dress gathered up to keep it from getting wet— 
she's held it that way for 30 minutes now—and in the other 

hand she holds a metal watering can, full and heavy. It's near 
the end of the third hour of a photo shoot in which she's been 

tucked into the foliage in a greenhouse. Mattea's had to swat 
gnats and avoid spiders, been perched precariously atop 
plastic boxes and poked, prodded and primped, and now she 
waits while the photographer changes film—again. When 
someone comments on her patience, without a beat she 
shoots back, "Hey, I could be flippin' hamburgers!" 

It's just that sort of humility, that con-
nection to a grander perspective, that 
informs the life—and music—of one of 
country music's most enduring and 
respected artists. 

Mattea didn't so much burst on the 

scene with her 1984 self-titled debut 
album as she sneaked onto it, not getting 
much notice until 1986's Walk the Way 
the Wind Blows blew in like a storm, 
unleashing four Top 10 hits and shedding 
overdue light on one of Musk. City's 

purest voices. Since then, Mattea's gar-
nered six No. 1 songs and 20 Top 10 
singles, won two Grammys and numer-

ous CMA and ACM awards, sold gold 
and platinum, had dinner with the 

President and gained a reputation as a 
fearless, forward-thinking individual. 

She's also accomplished something few 
artists have ever done: spent her entire 
career at the same record label, winning 
accolades and success on her own terms. 

Mattea has always been known for her 
personal and artistic integrity, but the past 
couple of years have led her down paths 
that would test even the strongest resolve. 

In late 1998, Mattea began working 
on her eleventh studio album, and had 
enough material down to make a record. 
Her mother became increasingly ill and 

doctors couldn't find the problem. "I 
realized she was afraid she was going to 
die. We wound up going to the Mayo 

Clinic over Christmas and they got her 
straightened out; figured out what the 
problem was and got a handle on the big 
picture," Mattea says. 

She brushes off dis-
cussing further details 

of the illness, explain-
ing, " It's very complex 
because she had two or 

three things going 
wrong at the same 
time, working against 
each other. And it sta-

bilized out beautifully." 
After having some 

time away from record-
ing, Mattea was 
ready to go back 

in the studio. 
Then her record 

company was 
sold. Recording 
was again sus-
pended, but as 
soon as the corporate issues were sorted 

out, and just as Mattea was preparing to go 

back into the studio to finish up, the biggest 
test of all came: Her father was diagnosed 

with terminal cancer. 
"The doctors told the family, 'With no 

chemo, he'll last maybe four months," 

relays Mattea. "And even with chemo and 

the best case scenario, 18 months is the 

outside, and that's if he's lucky.' So my 

family just kind of circled the wagons." 

Mattea spent every spare moment at 

her parents' home. She passed many nights 

sitting up with her dad, who'd sleep all 
afternoon after chemotherapy, then awake 

at bedtime, in need of conversation. "He'd 
be unable to sleep because he was worried 

about who's going to hose off the patio 
come springtime, who's going to change 

the oil," she says. "Everything from that, 
to clearing up your affairs, to talking about 
God, to getting a perspective on a life. And 

living with death sitting on your shoulder. 
Helping someone go through that can't 
help but make you reassess your own life." 
And somewhere in there, she turned 40. 

The good news is, as Mattea puts it, 
"through a series of miracles, great doctors 
and a lot of prayers—and sheer will and 
strength—he pulled through and has no 
cancer right now. He's in complete remis-
sion." But in helping her father process his 

life and mortality, 
she faced her own. 
"My dad looked up 
one day and said, 'I 
% have no regrets. I've 
had a great life and 
I'm ready to go if 

it's my time.' And I 
thought, Wow! How 
many people can say 
e that? It makes you 

think, Life is a finite e 
thing. What have I 

Baby Kathy with 

mom Ruth and dad 

John. Below. Mattea 

(far right) jams at a 
show in Anaheim. 

Californiavlust July. 

"I've spent a 
lot of energy 
learning...to 
shut out those 

voices that tell you 
what can't be and 
why you can't do 
something." 
done? What have I not done? How do I 
spend my day? It also makes you think 

every day is such a gift. Every day!" 

Country lvkisic October/November 2000 37 



On this day, Mattea is jovial, self-

effacing, honest. And a little silly, in the 
best possible way. When the photogra-
pher, who has Mattea posed in a partic-
ularly body-revealing stance, reminds her 

to suck in her stomach, she jokes: " I'm 
sucking, I'm sucking now! I am Shania! I 
have no belly!" 

She has more humor than belly, to be 

sure. Mattea's lean physique doesn't need 
a lot of "sucking." What she does have an 

abundance of, though, is self-awareness. 
"I want to make the music I want to 
make," she says matter-of-factly. " I'm 
happy to go work hard around 
the release of an album, but I 
want a life." 

With her father's clean bill of 

health firmly in hand, Mattea 
returned to the studio to finish 

what critics are now calling her 
most cohesive album ever. 

Again, she was almost done. Or 
so she thought. 

"I looked at the album and 
realized I felt surer about some 

cuts than others. There was a 
consistency to those I felt 
strongly about. And here I was 
at this place in my life, how 
could I not challenge myself to 
make a record that was more 
focused? I felt like I was going 
through so much, and I wanted 
to articulate that." 

Songwriting became one of 
Mattea's coping mechanisms, 
and " The Innocent Years" 
(which she cowrote with her 

husband, Jon Vezner, and Sally 
Barris) naturally came out of 

that. The song quickly became 
the centerpiece 
and title track 

for the album. 
"Calling My 
Name," about 
a soul link 
with those you 

love, came next. "Those two songs got 
added to the mix and became a real 

picture of what was happening. As soon 
as I made the decision to try to go to a 

different level with the album, things just 
began to fall into place." 

The first few cuts deal with personal, 
social and spiritual consciousness, and 

then the material moves into issues of adult 
love. Every song touched something inside 
Mattea. "Out of the Blue" is about the 

moment you realize love has come. "I 
remember that feeling with my husband. It 

was just a little comment he made on our 
first date. I remember having this feeling 
like some little part of my heart cracked 
open," she says. "( Love Is) My Last 
Word," about weathering the hard times, 
spoke to a difficult time in her marriage. 

"Jon and I, as wonderfully compatible as 
we are, have had some tough times. A 

while back we were having a really bad 

"better turns to worse," a reality she had 
just seen transpire between her parents. 

Mattea emerged from this eye-
opening ordeal with renewed focus, 
which naturally extended to her art. 
Though she's always been involved in her 

album production, this time she took it a 
step further, serving as coproducer and 
recording some of the tracks in her home 
studio without anyone else present. She 

also mastered the record, the final tech-
nical part of the process, and seems to be 
well on the way to mastering her own 
path, her happiness. Fearlessly. 

"I think the surest way to stifle 
creativity is to put fear into the 
mix. I've spent a lot of energy in 
the last few years learning how 
to shut out those voices that tell 
you what can't be and why you 
can't do something, and I've 
gone through a lot about finding 
an inner space in which to listen 
to the voices that steer me into 
the way I want to go. And if I 
can quiet everything down and 
get a little time, it always makes 
things clear." Kathy Mattea is 
nothing if not clear. 

It's a leap of faith every 
day," she says. " It's been 17 
years since I got my record deal, 
and I'm still doing it, I'm still 
vital, I'm at the top of my game 

in many ways. I'm singing better, 
I have more of a vision of who 
I am; I have more confidence in 
myself. That's something I've 
really taken away from this 
experience. What do I want to 
do in the next 10 years? I have 
a sense of urgency, a real, `If not 

"...I have more of a vision of who I am; I have 
more confidence in myself. That's something 

I've really taken away from this experience." 
fight. We were at an impasse. And I just 

looked up in the middle of it and said, 'You 
know, as hard as this is, you're still my 
favorite person on the planet. And I'm not 
going anywhere.' That got us back around 

full circle." The album comes full circle 
too, with "That's the Deal," a sad, sweet 
tale about a commitment fulfilled when 

now, when?' point of view. So in the next 

10 years I hope to make a Celtic album, a 
gospel album, a bluegrass album and 
another Christmas album." Mostly though, 
Mattea wants to make a family album. "I 

want to try to have a kid," she says with a 
smile. "That's become a real focus for me. 

It hasn't happened yet, but we'll see."* 
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Newlywed Gill is now 

enjoying "one of the 

happiest times- of his 

life—and everyone 

knows it. I ve always 

led with my heart 

and probably always 

will," he says. 



Want proof of the power of love? 
Just talk to Vince Gill. 

V
INCE GILL DOESN'T LOOK ANY 
different. Well, there's the ensem-
ble: trim black crew-neck, bil-

lowing black slacks and chunky black 
shoes. It's a somewhat striking choice for 
such a jovial, laid-back country boy. As 

he steps out of a shiny black Audi, with 
his black hair neatly cropped and styled, 
the genial country superstar could pass 

for one of those hipsters hanging out in a 
Manhattan hotel lobby—or an unusually 
fashionable mob capo. But as he saunters 
through the door of his manager's Nashville 

office and greets everyone with a warm 
smile and/or bear hug, he appears to be 
vintage Vinny. Certainly there's nothing to 

suggest that the multiple-award-winning, 
immensely popular artist has undergone 

a life-altering transformation. 
But according to those close to him, 

there's been a change in Gill during the 

past year, and it's as distinctive as the 
mellifluous tenor that has made him 
famous. " I've been with Vince since 
1985," reveals his friend and manager 
Larry Fitzgerald, "and he seems more 

grounded and happier in every way than 

an 
I've ever seen him. I think he's going 
through a personal growth spurt—I see 

him opening up to life experiences, and 
it's a wonderful metamorphosis." 

The source of the transformation 
is easy to pinpoint, say his pals: It's that 

old black magic, that crazy little thing 
called L-O-V-E. If love can move moun-

tains, it's the one force of nature strong 
enough to put a giddy smile on the face 

of a 43-year-old showbiz-seasoned musi-
cian and inspire him to write an album 
full of life-is-wonderful tunes. Since Gill 
became romantically involved with 39-
year-old pop/gospel singer/songwriter 

Amy Grant last year—and especially 
since their marriage in March—he is, as 

they say, a new man. 
"I noticed the difference when he 

told me at the Grammys this year that 
he and Amy were getting married," 

says his producer and friend, MCA 
president Tony Brown. "The look on 
his face was amazing. It felt good to see 
his eyes just sparkling." 
A twinkle in the eye is one thine, but 

for real evidence of the transformation, 

look no farther than the golf course, 

where friends say you'll see a lot less 
Gill around the greens lately. " I'm not 
playing as much golf," the singer admits 
with a bemused smile, settling onto a 

sofa in Fitzgerald's office. "I used to 
play every day. I still do love it, but I had 
to look at it from a healthy perspective 
and say, 'Let's look at this and see if 
[love of the game] is really why you're 
out here.' And I think truthfully, a lot of 
the time it wasn't why I was out there. I 
think it was a place to escape to." 
A scratch golfer giving up the game? 

It must be love. And what exactly would 

a rich, popular, five-time CMA Male 
Vocalist of the Year need to escape from? 

Gill is quick to stress that his life B.A. 

(before Amy) was nothing to complain 
about. He's long been regarded as one of 
Music City's finest vocalists and gui-
tarists—literally dozens of artists from 
Randy Scruggs to Barbra Streisand have 

sought him out to contribute to their 

projects. He's also one of Nashville's 
most community-minded citizens, freely 
donating his time to charities and civic 

by d e b o r a h b a r n e s 
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events. His magnetic personality has won 
him a long list of friends—and fans, 

thanks to his crackling, witty turns as host 
of the annual Country Music Association 
awards show (a gig he'll be repeating 
through 2002, according to his new 

CMA contract). And his record 18 CMA 
awards, 13 Grammys, and numerous gold 

and platinum albums don't exactly inspire 
pity. But, Brown explains, "It wasn't that 
his life was awful, it's just that his personal 
life was not as much of a dream as his 
career was. Now he has more than music 

to make him happy." 
These days, Gill can sing authorita-

tively on what happens "When Love Finds 
You." " I've changed a lot," he admits, 
nodding speculatively. "I've just got some 

peace at the end of the day—it's as simple 
as that. You get through all the day-to-day 

seemed to be writing from a different place 
lyrically." No kidding. With not a single 
one of the heartbreak ballads that serve his 

high lonesome tenor so well—no "When 
I Call Your Name" or " Never Knew 
Lonely" or "Trying to Get Over You"—the 
album contains just one somber number, a 
tribute to Gill's friend, the late pro golfer 

Payne Stewart. Instead, it's a collection of 
joyful songs about the wonders of being 
head-over-golf-spikes in love, dedicated to 

his "lifelong companion, Amy" (who duets 

with her husband on one of the two songs 
she cowrote). And could that possibly be 
Gill (joined by his bride) in the video for the 
single "Feels Like Love," making faces and 
silly gestures in a funhouse mirror? 

"We were joking that nobody's gonna 
recognize me [on this album] because 
all the songs are happy," Gill laughs. 

reviews: " He was a much better artist 
when he was miserable." 

His relationship with Grant also 
brought about a change in Gill's perspec-
tive on his legendary temper ( often 

evident on the golf course) that had him 

playing, at the suggestion of his golf-pro 
buddies, with a sports psychologist. "I'm 
a club breaker and a club thrower and all 
that," Gill says with a sigh. "I'd always 
tease my friends and say, 'You'd break 
your clubs, too, if you wouldn't get fined 
[by the PGA] for it.' But they said to go 
play golf with this guy, so I played a few 

holes with him and said, 'What do you 

think? I know you've heard all these 
horror stories from my buddies.' And he 

said, 'The kind of life you lead, you live 
in such a fishbowl, I think it's good for 
you to have a place to go and uncork a 

The popular CMA host ( center) is "full of joy" over his new life with Grant, who 

shares his fondness for golf ( left) and his passion for music ( right). "Life is progressing as 

it should," he says. " It gets better every day." 

stuff—sing and play and travel and do all 

that—but when you lay your head down, 
if you don't feel at peace.. .1 don't know, it 
just doesn't feel right." 

Perhaps it's the power of suggestion, but 
there does seem to be an almost Zen-like 

calm about Gill as he sinks into the vast 
leather sofa, explaining another change he's 

made in his life: a year off from touring. 
"You're talking to a guy who's lived on a 
bus basically for 25 years," he says with 
wonder. "I don't miss the road at all. 

"I'm really trying to reevaluate every-

thing," he sums up. " Right now I'm coach-
ing one of Amy's girl's softball teams, 
helping with school functions and all that." 

Gill is also singing a new tune on his 

latest album, Let's Make Sure We Kiss 
Goodbye. Says Brown, "I could tell the dif-

ference in the songs on this album. He just 

Romantic ballads are nothing new to the 

singer/songwriter, but the songs on Kiss 
Goodbye all come from the perspective of 
a guy who is winning at love, and they're 

not so much about confessing feelings to a 
woman as they are exalting the magic of 

love to the world. Typical are lyrics from 
"The Luckiest Guy in the World": "I've 
found somebody that really does love 

me/And I know that she'll always stay/I'm 
the luckiest guy in the world/'Cause my 

heart feels this way." Gill explains matter-

of-factly, " I'm just full of joy and full of 
wonder, and I'm celebrating." 

Some critics have not been enamored 

of the new Vinny from a musical stand-
point, calling the album " tepid" and 

"mushy." But Gill has never owned up to 
sweating critical opinion. In a recent inter-

view, he jokingly summed up his latest 

little. Better out here with a steel shaft— 
at least you can fix a golf club." 

After a thoughtful pause, he adds, "You 

know, Amy's the first person who ever said 
anything positive [about the anger]. One of 
the first times I kind of lost it—I think I 
broke a club—she said, 'Well, that's just 

you. That's no different than when you're 
moved by a song and you cry. You wear 
your emotions on your sleeve---you can't 

control the rest of them; how do you expect 
to control anger?' It was the first time 
anybody mentioned all the emotions 
instead of taking [anger] and going, It's 
OK if you don't control these other [emo-

tions1—because it's kind of sweet when you 
cry—but you can't get mad.' It was the first 

time that a light went on for me." 
Grant's grasp of Gill's emotional land-

scape hints at the couple's reputedly excep-
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tional compatibility. Friends rave 

about their similarities, such as then 
well-known generosity. Both were 

involved in community projects 
before they were married; they now 
often make contributions jointly. 

This year the pair kicked off the 
Music City Marathon, as well as 
hosting an LPGA tournament and 
the Vinny, Gill's annual charity golf 
tournament. When a local children's 
charity conducted a radiothon and 

came up $ 10,000 short of their goal, 
Gill and Grant phoned in and 
ponied up $5,000 each. "They're so 
similar in character," raves 
Fitzgerald. "They belong together." 

Ah, but you can't hurry love, and 
the couple's enviable relationship 
was years in the making. " The 
sweetest part about us being 
together is the friendship we've had 
. for a long time," Gill observes. "We 
felt like old souls, like old friends 
since childhood or something. It feels 
natural, it feels timeless, like it could 

be 500 years ago or 500 years from 
now. We truly do love and crave each 
other's companionship all the time. 
We're just amazingly compatible, 
and it's neat to have had that great 
base of friendship to go on. I feel like 
I'm married to my best friend." 

Both Gill and Grant have denied 

persistent rumors that their long 
friendship brought about the end of 
their previous marriages. (Gill and his 
first wife Janis split up in 1997; they 
have an 18-year-old daughter, Jenny. 
Grant, who divorced husband Gary 
Chapman in 1999, has three chil-
dren: Matt, 13; Millie, 10; and Sarah, 

Gill says he and 

his " amazing 

companion" look 

forward to growing 

old together. 

"It's going to be sweet to live 
the second half of life feeling this way." 

7.) Appearing with his wife on CBS-TV's 
The Early Show in May, Gill was asked by 

interviewer Bryant Gumbel whether it felt 
good as newlyweds to finally silence the 
whispers. Gill joked, "They weren't whis-

pers, Bryant, they were yelling...real loud." 
"The friendship seemed to cause them 

both pain because people were speculating 
this and speculating that," says Brown. 
Today Gill shrugs off the controversy. "A lot 
of people looked at it and thought the worst 
of our friendship, and you can't stop that. 
But I know what the truth was, and I'm 
proud of that friendship. I was not about to 
end it because of what people thought." 

Rapidly putting the tongue-wagging 

behind them, the couple is taking their col-
lective future as it comes, says Gill—and not 
ruling out further musical collaborations. 
"It's not like we're going to become Donny 
and Marie or Sonny and Cher, but those 
things are possibilities, and they're very 
appealing to me," he says. "So maybe we 
could tour together, record together, I don't 
know. It's all just full of wonder right now." 

That sense of wonder may be the most 
obvious change in the soft-spoken singer's 
demeanor. And with the benefit of middle-

age wisdom, he's aware that wonderment 
in a relationship is rare and to be appreci-

ated. "This is personally one of the happi-
est times [in my life]," he says. "The age 
we are, we've learned something. We've 

made some mistakes. It's not about pos-
turing ourselves up to be perfect; we're 
not. It just feels good today, and I'm really 
grateful. It's going to be sweet to live the 
second half of life feeling this way." 

For a moment, the familiar CMA-host 
jokester Vince seems far away, done in by 
the bite of the love bug. But as he rises to 
leave, his knees creaking, Gill makes a 
wry comment about his age, then quips, 

"That's about 1,000 in musician years." 
Fortunately, some things never change.* 
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PERSONAL INFORMATION 

BORN 

Troyal Garth Brooks in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, on February 7, 1962, the 
son of Colleen Carroll and Troyal 
Raymond Brooks. When Garth was 4, 
his family moved to Yukon, Oklahoma. 

FAMILY 

Brooks lost his beloved mother to 

cancer last August, but his father lives 
in Oklahoma. Brother 
Kelly Brooks serves as 
Garth's tour manager. 

z 
There are also four 
stepsiblings from 
both parents' previous 
marriages. Brooks 
married Sandy Mahl 

in 1986. They have three daughters: 
Taylor Mayne Pearl, born July 8, 1992; 
August Anna, born May 3, 1994; and 
Allie Colleen, born July 28, 1996. 
Family life has always been extremely 
important to Brooks. "I don't know if 

I'm getting old or what, but music is 
starting to take a place in my life now 
where it must fit in with what I do, and 
what I do is being a dad. This year for 
the first time all three of my girls were 

in school. We walk to school every 
morning and it takes about 30 minutes 

to go a hundred yards, and it's the 
greatest 30 minutes of my day." 

RESIDENCE 

Brooks and family have left Goodlettsville, 
Tennessee, and moved to Oklahoma so 
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Garth Brooks 
Garth. No last name necessary. Fans love him—to the 

tune of 100 million records, an astonishing milestone 
for any artist, certainly undreamed of for a country star. 
So what's the secret to his longevity? 

"If you truly believe it is a gift from God, then it's truly 
going to last as long as you're supposed to he doing this," 
he says. "The day that it's over, no matter how much 
money you've accumulated, you can't buy one more day." 

Let's face it, this country boy will always be some-
what of an enigma. But here's a glimpse of Brooks as we 
know him—so far. 

they could be near his father. "That's 

where I feel I should be," says Brooks. 
"I want to help him figure out what he's 
going to do with his life." 

PERSONALITY 

Brooks is extremely competitive. Although 
it is a major factor behind his success, it 
has also been a source of considerable 
criticism. For example, much was made 
of Brooks' desire to sell 100 million 
records by the year 2000, thereby pushing 

him ahead of the Beatles as the best-
selling artist of all time. As brother Kelly 
notes, "He's always wanted to try to do the 
best he can. It's nothing to do with others, 
it's just a competition with himself." 

RAVES 

MUSICAL INFLUENCES 

Rockers KISS, Queen, Kansas, Journey 
and Billy Joel are faves, as are tunesmiths 
James Taylor and Dan Fogelberg. But it's 
George Strait who turned this rock 'n' 
roller country. Other country faves are 
Merle Haggard and George Jones. 

RECREATION 

Brooks' love of baseball 

is well-known. Spring 
training stints with the 

San Diego Padres and 
New York Mets left 
fellow players and 
fans alike impressed 

with his work ethic. A sports nut, Brooks 
also played football and basketball in high 

school, and in college participated in track 
and field events such as the javelin throw. 

CHARITY 

Brooks cofounded the Touch 'Em All 
Foundation in 1999 with motivational 
speaker Bo Mitchell. Touch 'Em All raises 
funds for selected children's charities, and 

has raised more than $5 million so far. 
"Touch 'Em All refers to a player hitting a 
home run, but in this case the phrase has a 
double meaning," says Brooks. " We 
wanted a charity to touch as many kids as 
possible—we wanted to touch them all." 

WHAT'S NEXT 

The future of his film project The Lamb, 
which spawned his Chris Gaines charac-
ter, is in limbo. Brooks continues to talk 
retirement, mentioning the possibility 
again last spring. Meanwhile, a long-dis-
cussed duet album with pal Trisha 
Yearwood seems to be off as well. As for 
touring, Brooks won't hit the road 
without a new album to promote, so 

who knows when we'll see his 

famous live show again. " My mom 
was such a big part of music and 
touring for me that I don't know if it's 
there anymore," he says. "I would 

hate to book a tour and step on stage 
the first time and think, It's not here." 

—Compiled by Lisa Zhito 
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STYLE 

IN AN EPIC 
STRUGGLE OF CLASS 

VS. FLASH, WRESTLING 

FAN MARK WILLS TAKES 

ON THE NWA'S OLORADO Kin 

IN A BATTLE FOR WARDROBE 

DOMINANCE. THE KID HAS SIZE, 

STRENGTH AND THE POWER OF 

THE MIGHTY RHINESTONE ON HIS 

SIDE. BUT WITH CM'S FASHION 

EXPERTS IN HIS CORNER, THE COUN-

TRY CROONER JUST MIGHT TEACH THE 

RING KING A FEW STYLISH MOVES. 

PHOTOMAPHY BY 
NANCYIEE ANDREWS 
STYLING BY KATHERINE LEPORE 
GROOMING BY MICHELLE BABBITT 
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"I'M SINGING MORE GROWN-UP SONGS 

AND I'M WEARING MORE SLACKS INSTEAD OF J HE SAYS. 

FOR UPSCALING HIS WARDROBE, WILLS WINS THE ROUND. 



'cJzfoQiclay qltig tOk Took' 

I fall in love with these adorable toddlers as they share a magical 
'Christmas with that delightful, curious bear, Winnie the Pooh (and Tigger. 
Piglet and Eeyore too!). They'll touch your heart with the special love chil-
dren feel for their dear Winnie the Pooh toys—and open your eyes to the 

,ijrmócent wonder of A Very Pooh Christmas. And each is only $ 12.951 

• The first-ever Heirloom Ornaments to feature 
the lovable Winnie the Pooh and his friends. 
• Individually crafted of hand-painted porcelain, 
then hand-flocked for a warm, velvety texture that's 
irresistible to touch! 

•.Unconditionally guaranteed for one full year. 
Order now! 

eirloom 
rriaments 
from Ashlon-Drake 

collectiblestoday.com 
km. al Th. Aelonaer Gallen» and NI Thole Coact-Me 

0 Disney. Rased on the "Wifinir 
Pooh" works. 
0 AA Milne and En Sheryl.' 
Ashlon-Drake Galleries, 
9200 North Maryland Ave.. 

Niles, Illinois 60714-1397 

43458-CC2A 

Introducing velvety-soft, 
hand-/locked porceldin 
ornaments featuring 

Winnie the Pooh 
mu/ hie-We 

Special Value Price! 

$12% 
for each flocked 
porcelain ornament 
shipping included 

Each ornament is approx. 3e 
to 4 (1≥." high. Your collection 

begins with the three 
ornaments pictured here. 

(eel the sofiness 

of floJed porcelain! 

,9(CLLe4W9)0(ii ceitu.sintas, 
'locked porcelain ornaments 

PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY 

UYES, please enter my reservation for the A Very Pooh 
Christmas ornament series. I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. 
I will be billed $38.85* for each set of three ornaments with 
shipment. Subsequent sets will be automatically shipped - 
once the previous set is paid. 

Signature Date 

( 
Name (please print clearly) Telephone 

Address 

City State itp 

'Includes $4.94 shipping and handling. Sales tax additional on ship-
ments to Illinois. Please allow 10 to 12 weeks for delivery, pending 
credit approval. Price is higher in Canada. 43458-D90301 

HEIRLOOM ORMMENTS from Ashton-Drake 7 

9200 North Maryland Ave., Niles, Illinois 60714- 1397 





records 

"True To Life Country" 

THERE ARE STARS 

THERE ARE SUPERSTARS 

A\D THEN THERE ARE 

LEGENDS... 

LORETTA LYNN 

An album of all new songs 
from one of the 

true legends of country music 

Featuring the single, 
"Country In My Genes 

Produced By Randy Scruggs 

Available At: 

musiciand On•Cue 
MUSIC > BOOKS > MOVICIS 

t4gP!'tle4.,? Le saingOOdY 
got * 





.ÉLILOEWEYMVIESEEi 

The hottest hits on the 
country charts 

LEEANN WOMA2.10 

BILLY 
GILMAN 
NF VOICI 

MCA Nashville a 

George Strait wil 

John Henkel. RIA 

Nashville: and le 

1. DIXIE CHICKS 

2. FAITH HILL 

3. LEE ANN WOMACK 

4. HILLY GILMAN 

SHANIA TWAIN 

TIM meart.Avv 

DIXIE CHICKS 

GEORGE STRAIT 

LONESTAR 

10. SHEDID.AISY 

11. TOBY KEITH 

12. ALAN JACKSON 

13. KENNY ROGERS 

14. IFCENNY cilEsNimv 

15. REBA MeEN'TIRE 

16. RASCAL FLATTS 

17. ERIC HEATHERLY 

18. STEVE EARLE 

19. MARK WILLS 

20. ANNE MURRAY 

21- COLLIN RAYE 

22. CLAY WALKER 

23. GARY ALLAN 

24. TRISHA YEARWOOID 

25. CHAD BROCK 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

he 

pla 

ilar 

r B 

cording.Industryi ociation of America present 

ce ing his latinum albums. From left: 

114,vftely oyce Risser. MCA 

all, Seaga-Wit ersal Studios 

Fly (Monument) 

Breathe (Warner Bros.) e 

I Hope You Dance (MCA) • 

One Voice ( Epic) 

Come On Over (Mercury) 

Gib A Place in the Sun (Curb) 

Wide Open Spaces (Monument) e 

Latest Greatest Straitest Hits (MCA) e 

Lonely Grill (BNA) e 

The Whole Shebang (Lyric Street) 

How Do You Like Me Now? (Dreamworks) 

Under the Influence(Arista) e 

She Rides Wild Horses (Dreamcatcher) 

Everywhere We Go (BNA) e 

So Good Together (MCA) 

Rascal Flatts ( Lyric Street) 

Swimming in Champagne (mercury) 

Transcendental Blues (E-Squared/Artemis) 

Permanently (Mercury) .> 

What a Wonderful World (Straightway) 

Tracks (Epic) 

Live, Laugh, Love ( Giant) 

Smoke Rings in the Dark (MCA) 

Real Live Woman ( MCA) e• 

Yes! (Warner Bros.) 

on a combined tabulation ot sales and airplay data for the tour ss.euks prior to publication. 
Resorsling Industry Association ri Aincrica iRIAAi certification for net shipment of 500.000 alhorn units ( Cold): • ItIAA certification for net iihipment of I million units sI'I.itrnninm! O RIAA sert 

tor nut shipment ot I() million units il)iamonsli. 

Imo 
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BENEATH THIS SENSITIVE-GUY EXTERIOR BEATS 

THE HEART OF A RIGHT-WING WARRIOR. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A
S ELECTION DAY APPROACHES, THE MINDS OF MANY 

Americans turn to the presidential race and the issues 

that are important to them as voters. Except, perhaps, on 

Music Row, where it's often difficult to find artists who are willing 

to go on the record about their positions on controversial issues. 

But Collin Raye, who has used his music to tackle social issues like 

alcohol abuse (" Little Rock"), interracial relationships ("Not That 

Different"), battered women ("I Think About You") and child 

abuse ("The 11th Commandment"), is one artist who isn't afraid 

to take a stand. As his latest album, Tracks, climbs the charts, Raye 

sat down with us to discuss a few major election issues—and as we 

discovered, he has some pretty strong opinions. 

Country Music: Do you support any gun 

control measures? Things like child safety 
locks, closing the gun show loophole, 
photo licensing, bans on assault weapons? 
Collin Raye: This is a touchy subject, but 
I think it's one of the most important 
issues facing our nation today. I do 

support mild gun control. Child safety 
locks, that's a no-bramer. Should gun 
shows have to follow the same stringent 
requirements that Wal-Mart would in 
selling you a gun? Absolutely. There 
should always be an adequate, thorough 
check of the person's criminal record. 
Assault weapons? There is no reason any 
one in the private sector needs an assault 
rifle. So I guess that's saying that I do 

support some gun control. 
In the larger picture, I'm very anti-gun 

control because it's the wrong message. I 
feel for everyone who has lost a child to a 
gunshot wound. Columbine, Jonesboro... 
those are horrible tragedies. But I've 

got news for everyone: Guns didn't kill 
anybody, people killed people. A gun is a 
tool like an ax or a hammer or a saw, and 
you can kill people with those tools too. 
We've had guns in this country since 
Lexington and Concord, and only in the 

last 10 years have you heard about kids 
shooting each other in school. It is not 
about the gun availability. The problem 

is, we have moral issues that are much 
bigger than taking the guns away from 
people. As a nation, we are teaching the 

next generation that life is cheap. We 
allow things like Marilyn Manson, or we 

applaud a director like Oliver Stone for 
making a piece of filth like Natural Born 
Killers, and then wonder why kids pick 

up guns and shoot someone. 

There is no argument there to me. This is 
an innocent human being. 

You know, I'm very proud to say my 
daughter is pregnant right now. She's 17, 
and it was a huge shock to all of us, but 
I'm so proud of her. Would I have 

planned it this way? No, but the point is, 
it happened. And I'm so proud of her 

because it never even crossed her mind to 
abort this child. Her attitude is that if 

God didn't want her to have this baby, 
she'd have a miscarriage. She didn't have 

a miscarriage, so we're having a baby and 
I'm proud as hell of her because she's lis-

tened to me all these years. Every time I'd 
get in an argument about abortion with 

someone they'd say, "Well, if it was your 
daughter...." And now I can honestly say 
it is my daughter and we've talked the 
talk and now we're walking the walk. 

CM: Since you're pro-life, do you believe 
in capital punishment for heinous crimes? 
CR: It's good to go from that subject into 
this one because they are closely con-
nected. This is where I think my Catholic 
faith and my church are so important to 

"WE HAVE MORAL ISSUES THAT ARE MUCH BIG-

GER THAN TAKING GUNS AWAY....AS A NATION, 

WE ARE TEACHING THE NEXT GENERATION THAT 

LIFE IS CHEAP." 

CM: Are you pro-choice or pro-life? 
CR: Absolutely pro-life. The pro-life 
movement is based on one question: Is 
that a human being or is it an inanimate 
piece of goo? When is a human being pro-
nounced dead? When their heart stops 
beating. So, if there is a heart beating in 

there, that's a person. I don't care if it's 

the size of a pin. The size of the person 
doesn't matter. Where does that end— 
should we kill dwarfs? The other argu-
ment is that the baby's brain isn't working 
yet. OK, should we kill mentally retarded 

people because they're not up to snuff? 

me. The Pope thinks on a different level 
than the rest of us. When he came out a 

couple of years ago saying he was just as 
against capital punishment as he was abor-
tion, I had a big problem with that. Still to 
this day, I think there is a huge difference 
between killing an innocent fetus and 

killing someone who's taken the life of 
another. The death penalty is usually 
reserved for the very heinous—the real 
losers out there who are enjoying taking 
people's lives away from them. I've strug-
gled greatly with the Pope's position on 

this. But I understand what he means. He's 
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saying that life is precious, period. You do 

anything you can to preserve life. I guess I 
could never vote for a capital punishment 
measure. I can't be a hypocrite; I've got to 
stick with the whole shooting match. I 
guess I have to say I'm against it, but it's 

something I struggle with. 

CM: Did you know that the United States 

has executed 70 people who were later 
found to be innocent? And in the last 
three years in Illinois, a professor at 
Northwestern University and his class 
have gotten 12 men off death row 
because they found evidence that they 
were innocent. 
CR: Oh my God. No. I didn't know that. 
When you hear those kinds of statistic, 
it makes sense. The whole point of being 
a Christian is about forgiving each other. 
That's where we're asked to take the high 
road and step above our worldly beliefs. 
It's a tough one because I've got just 
enough redneck in me where I want to 

see someone pay up, but I think the good 
Lord will do that on his own. That 
doesn't mean let the guy go and let him 
do it again. Lock him up and throw away 
the key. I do believe in a life sentence 
without parole. The bureaucracy has 
watered things down to where it appears 
that it's a lot cheaper to just kill them. 
But all it takes is a little persuasion and 
hearing those statistics and I'm right 

back on the right side. 

CM: Let's talk about gay rights. Do you 
support partner benefits or same-sex 
marriage? 
CR: No, and let me start this by saying that 
I have some very good friends who are 
homosexuals, and they are great people. I 
don't treat them badly or make jokes about 
them behind their back because I'm not 
doing the kingdom of God any good to 
walk up to someone who obviously has 
problems and tell them they're going to go 
to hell because they're homosexual. I will 
be friends with that person because I like 
him. But anyone who says they are born 
that way, I don't believe that. I think it's a 

product of environment and something in 
how you were raised. 

God says very clearly in the Bible that 

it's a sin. It's a perversion. But I am not 

going to sit here and be self-righteous. Sin 
is sin is perversion is perversion, and per-

version has many different faces. If any of 
my gay friends were to ask me what I 

thought of the way they lived, I'd be honest 
with them and in the most constructive 
way I could, say, "I pray for you because I 
wish you would straighten this out, because 

it's wrong. It's very unholy and you offend 
God just by existing this way. I would do 

anything in the world to help you." But it's 

of any gay person and trace it back far 

enough and you're going to find the 
problem. I'm not saying everyone was sex-

ually molested, but there was something 
that wasn't quite right. Maybe the mother 
was domineering and bossy and maybe 
the father was feminine-acting, who 
knows, but something wasn't right. And 
I know some gays will say, "I had it 
perfect growing up." Well, no you didn't. 
Something went wrong. It's an impossibil-

"I THINK IT'S A BUNCH OF MALARKEY THAT 

THERE IS SOMETHING BIOLOGICALLY DIFFER-

ENT ABOUT HOMOSEXUALS. SCIENCE COMES 

UP WITH ALL KINDS OF THINGS TO JUSTIFY 

BAD BEHAVIOR." 

not my job to judge them. And if one of 
them reads this article and is surprised that 
I said this, I will back it up. I cannot be 
Christian and say that I applaud what they 
do, but we're still friends. 

When it gets to the legislation, I don't 
support same-sex marriage because it is a 
perversion. It's lowering the bar to what 
our kids have to live up to. If that perver-
sion is worth the rights of a married couple, 

well, what about pedophiles? That's an 
even sicker perversion, but should we give 
them a tax break, too? I'm sorry, but some-
where along the line someone's got to stand 
up and say what's right and wrong. 

CM: But these are consenting adults, not 
pedophiles who prey on children. 
CR: As long as people are consenting... 
what if I want to walk out into the middle 
of a public place and drop my pants and 
have the person I'm with perform sex with 

me? It's not a matter of opinion, it's 
wrong. We have to make the lines clear 
again between right and wrong. 

CM: What about the scientific evidence 
that suggests homosexuality is genetic? 
CR: To be honest with you, I think it's a 
bunch of malarkey that there is something 
biologically different about homosexuals. 
Science comes up with all kinds of things 

to justify bad behavior. I just refuse to 
believe that. You look at the case history 

ity to me that anyone is born with a desire 
to have sex with his own gender. That's an 
absolute moral impossibility to me. 

CM: I guess you don't have to tell me 
which presidential candidate you're 
voting for. My guess would be Bush. 
CR: This country was based on a God-
fearing nation. Whether you're religious 

or not, you have to accept the historical 
fact that if you're American you were 
born into a nation that is founded on 
godly principles. That does not mean 

that a hundred years ago we were doing 
everything right, but the idea was one 

nation under God. Read the Preamble to 
the Constitution. I believe in separation 
of church and state, but this country has 
always honored those values it was 
founded on, until lately. What's moral 
anymore? We had our President commit 
a felony and no one even cares. He didn't 
even lose his gig over it. And the worst 
thing about it is nobody seemed to care., 
That is apathy. Apathy is the order of the 

day. That's what's wrong with this 
country. We need someone in the Oval 
Office who will try to inspire some values 
back in this country again as Mr. Reagan 
did. For all his faults, Ronald Reagan 
was pretty good at that. I'm not saying 

George W. Bush can be Ronald Reagan. 
I don't think he can, but I'll damn sure 
take him over the alternative. * 
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STATEHOOD QUARTERS: 
THE MOST IMPORTANT NEW COIN 
COLLECTION IN US. HISTORY 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The United States has started to issue an 

unprecedented series of 50 coins celebrating the 
50 states of the Union. These new coins repre-

sent the first change to the quarter-dollar design 

since the 1976 Bicentennial. 

Authorized by Congress and signed into law by 
President Clinton, this is the most ambitious coin 

series ever issued by the United States. Every state 

in the Union will be honored on a different com-
memorative quarter showing George Washington on 

the obverse and a unique statehood design on the 

reverse. 

The quarters will be issued in the sequence that the 

states became part of the Union. Coins for the first 
states are already in circulation; they are being 
produced by both the Denver and Philadelphia 
Mints. The mintage period for each coin is limited 

to approximately 10 weeks and every 

,e>7 IELe-, coin may not be released for 1.7s7 
circulation in every state. 
Therefore, collectors face an 

especially difficult chal-

lenge putting togeth-
THE 

MST 
STATE 

The unique designs 
on the reverse of the 

1999 statehood 
quarters. 

er a complete set of these quarters in uncirculated 

condition. 

PRIVATE ISSUE COLLECTOR 

PANELS CAN NOW BE RESERVED. 

In conjunction with this historic coin series, a 
special series of Collector Panels bearing these 
magnificent Statehood Quarters will be issued by 
PCS (a private agency not affiliated with 
the U.S. Mint). One Panel for each 

state will feature two uncirculated 
specimens of the Statehood 
Quarters: one each from the 
Philadelphia and Denver Mints. 

The coins will be protectively 
encased in the Panel to preserve 
their high quality. An expertly-

written narrative will describe the 
unique coin design and history of 

each state. 
Common design on the 
obverse of each coin. 

Each Collector Panel will also include up to three 
mint-condition U.S. stamps honoring the featured 

state, or a person or event associated with that state. 

11 
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
, FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 353 NORWALK CT 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

STATEHOOD QUARTERS COLLECTION 
C/O POSTAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 
47 RICHARDS AVENUE 
PO BOX 575295 
NORWALK CT 06860-0134 

(continued on back) 

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 

111 ....11.1.1..11..11...11   11..11..1..1..1.11 



STATEHOOD QUARTERS: THE MOST IMPORTANT 
NEW COIN COLLECTION IN U.S. HISTORY 

(continued from front) 

These historic stamps — issued up to 60 years ago 
and most no longer available from the U.S. Postal 

Service — will also be protectively encased. A sce-

nic photo will capture each state's unique beauty or 
an historic landmark. 

CONVENIENT ACQUISITION PLAN; 
DELUXE COLLECTOR'S ALBUM 
AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE. 

The Postal Commemorative Society's Statehood Quar-
ters Collection can be reserved now for just $ 14.95 
per Panel (plus $2 shipping, handling, and insurance). 

Panels will be sent to subscribers timed with the is-
suance of the quarters (approximately one every other 
month). Subscriptions may be canceled at any time. 

Each subscriber will receive, at no additional charge, 
a deluxe Collector's Album (shown at right) to safe-
ly house and display the entire collection. The album 
may be personalized, if desired. 

RESERVATION PROCEDURE - 
PROMPT ACTION RECOMMENDED. 

This historic collection is available for a limited time 
only. The uncirculated quarters are in high demand, 

and are sure to be hoarded by collectors, much like 
the Bicentennial coinage of 1976 which disappeared 

from circulation shortly after being issued. When 

SUBSCRIPTION RESERVATION 

Statehood Quarters Collection 
do Postal Commemorative Society 
47 Richards Ave., P.O. Box 575295 
Norwalk, CT 06860-0134 

A Collector's Album is included at no additional charge. 

combined with mint-condition U.S. stamps and his-
torical narrative to create beautiful Collector Panels, 

they represent an excellent opportunity for children 
and adults to learn about the unique cultural and 
historical diversity of our 50 states! 

Subscriptions will be accepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis and can be guaranteed only to 
those collectors whose reservations are received 
promptly. To avoid disappointment, reservations 

  should be made now. 

Send no 
money. 

THE UNITED STATES COINAGE TRIBUTE 
TO THE FIFTY STATES 

Yes! Please enroll me as a subscriber to The United States Coinage Tribute To The 
Fifty States as described in this announcement. I understand that I will be billed prior 
to my first shipment and that either party may cancel this agreement at any time. 

Name  
(Please print clearly) 

Address  

City/State/Zip  
Allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment of your first Panel. 

STQ/724/ 

The first quarters issued in 2000 honor 
Massachusetts, Maryland and South Carolina. 



The Man Who Put The 
Muscle in Country Music 

"His contribution to the musical world in general is unprecedented. His influence from 
rock-a-billy to country, to bluegrass, to rock and roll.., it's all over the map!" 

—Steve Wariner 

11% 010 
let In 00 
Ilei e  
lei Bi 000 

Of 

KY SKAGGS & FRIENDS 
APIN CARPENTER 

CHICKS 

RUE DANIELS 

N FOGERTY 

RUCE HORNSBY 

PATTY LOVELESS 

JOAN OSBORNE e 

DOLLY PARTON 

TRAVIS TRITT 

'STEVE WARINER .4 

THE WHITES 

DWIGHT YOAKAm 

A celebration of Mr. Bill Monroe's Music, the man who created bluegrass and profoundly 
influenced rock and country music, featuring Ricky Skaggs & Friends: Mary Chapin 

Carpenter • Charlie Daniels • The Dixie Chicks • John Fogerty • Bruce Hornsby 
• Patty Loveless • Joan Osborne • Dolly Parton • Travis Tritt • Steve Warmer 

• The Whites • Dwight Yoakam. 

Produced by Ricky Skaggs www.skaggsfamilyrecords.com 



AND THE WINNER IS... 
Who'll take home a CMA trophy? 
Make your picks here. 

The 34th annual 
Country Music 
Association (CMA) 
awards will be 
broadcast live 
October 4 on 
CBS-TV Test your 
CMA savvy: Choose 
your favorites on 
the ballot below 
and watch the show 
to see how your 
picks compare with 
the real winners. 

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR 

o Dixie Chicks 
o Faith Hill 
o Alan Jackson 
o Tim McGraw 
o George Strait 

SINGLE OF THE YEAR 

o "Breathe" 
Faith Hill I Warner Bros. Records 

Produced by Byron Gallimore 

and Faith Hill 

o "Buy Me a Rose" 

Kenny Rogers I Dreamcatcher 

Records 

Produced by Kenny Rogers, 

Brent Maher and Jim McKell 

o "He Didn't Have to Be" 

Brad Paisley I Arista Records 

Produced by Frank Rogers 

O "How Do You Like 

Me Now?!" 

Toby Keith I DreamWorks Records 

Produced by James Stroud 

and Toby Keith 

O "I Hope You Dance" 

Lee Ann Womack I MCA Records 

Produced by Mark Wright 

ALBUM OF THE YEAR 

o Breathe 
Faith Hill I Warner Bros. Records 

Produced by Dann Huff, 

Byron Gallimore and Faith Hill 

0 Fly 

Dixie Chicks I Sony Nashville 

Produced by Blake Chancey 

and Paul Worley 

0 I Hope You Dance 
Lee Ann Womack I MCA Records 

Produced by Mark Wright and 

Frank Liddell 

o Under the Influence 
Alan Jackson I Arista Records 

Produced by Keith Stegall 

O Who Needs Pictures 
Brad Paisley I Arista Records 

Produced by Frank Rogers 

SONG OF THE YEAR 

• ard to Songwriter and Producer) 

o "Amazed" 
Mary Green/Aimee Mayol 

Chris Lindsey 

Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 

Corp./Golden Wheat Music/ 

Careers-BMG Music Publishing 

Inc./Silverkiss Music./ Songs of 

Nashville Dreamworks 

o "Breathe" 

Holly Lamar/Stephanie Bentley 

Cal IV Songs (ASCAP)/Universal-

Songs of PolyGram International 

Inc./Hopechest Music 

O "He Didn't Have to Be" 
Brad Paisley/Kelley Lovelace 

EMI April Music Inc./Sea Gayle 

Music/Love Ranch Music, Inc. 

O "I Hope You Dance" 
Mark D. Sandersifia Sillers 

Universal-MCA/Sonda Creek 

Songs/ Choice is Tragic 

Music/Ensign Music Corp. 

o "Murder on Music Row" 
Larry Cordle/Larry Shell 

Pier Five Music/Wandachord 

Music/Shell Point Music 

FEMALE VOCALIST OF 

THE YEAR 

o Faith Hill 
o Martina McBride 

o Jo Dee Messina 
o Lee Ann Womack 
o Trisha Yearwood 

MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR 

o Vince Gill 
o Alan Jackson 
o Tim McGraw 
o Brad Paisley 
o George Strait 

VOCAL GROUP OF THE YEAR 

o Alabama 
o Asleep at the Wheel 
o Diamond Rio 
o Dixie Chicks 

o Lonestar 

VOCAL DUO OF THE YEAR 

o Bellamy Brothers 
o Brooks and Dunn 
o Montgomery Gentry 
o The Kinleys 
o The Warren Brothers 

VOCAL EVENT OF THE YEAR 

o George Strait (a duet with 
Alan Jackson) 
"Murder on Music Row" I 

MCA Records 

o Asleep at the Wheel/ 

Dixie Chicks 

"Roly Poly" I DreamWorks 

Records 

o Clint Black (with Lisa 

Hartman Black 
"When I Said I Do" I RCA 

o Faith Hill with Tim McGraw 

"Let's Make Love" I Warner 

Bros. Records 

o Lee Ann Womack (with 
special guest appearance 
by Sons of the Desert) 
"1 Hope You Dance" I MCA 

MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 

o Paul Franklin 
o Dann Huff 
o Brent Mason 
o Hargus "Pig" Robbins 
o Brent Rowan 

MUSIC VIDEO OF THE YEAR 

• "Breathe" 
Faith Hill I Lili Zanuck 

o "Goodbye Earl" 
Dixie Chicks I Evan Bernard 

o "He Didn't Have to Be" 
Brad Paisley I Deaton Flanigen 

o "How Do You Like 
Me Now?!" 
Toby Keith I Michael Salomon 

o "I Hope You Dance" 
Lee Ann Womack I Gerry Wenner 

HORIZON AWARD 

o Sara Evans 
o Montgomery Gentry 
o Brad Paisley 
o SHeDAISY 
o Chely Wright 
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"This is a triumph of 

musical integrity in a 

mainstream world." 

Entertainment Weekly 

"You're unlikely to hear 

a more dizzyingly 

beautiful song in any 

format this year..." 

Rolling Stone Online 

rETANN WOMACK 

Available Now 
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Bolstered by youthful talent and enduring legends, bluegrass 
new life and a newfound popularity. BY JON WEISBERGER 

B
é é LUEGRASS MUSIC'S REALLY GONE TO 

town," the Osborne Brothers sang 

back in 1963. It was true at the 
time—in the early '60s, bluegrass enjoyed 

a surge in popularity thanks to the national 
success of Flatt and Scruggs and other acts. 

And it's true again today—after a long 
period of cult status, bluegrass music is 
enjoying another explosion in interest and 
critical acclaim. Thanks to the emergence 
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of several outstanding young performers, 
as well as growing recognition of the 
importance of legendary pioneers like 
Ralph Stanley, new listeners are enthusias-
tically discovering bluegrass' tangy 
mixture of mountain soul, jaw-dropping 

musicianship and down-home informality. 
While the bluegrass sound often con-

jures up images of misty Appalachian 

ridges and pioneer days, it's actually a 

music sprouts 

'else* 

modern musical idiom that's only a few 
years older than rock 'n' roll. Created in 
the late '40s by Bill Monroe and His Blue 

Grass Boys (when Lester Flatt and Earl 
Scruggs were band members), bluegrass 
music is young enough that some of its 
earliest practitioners are still on the road 

and in the studio. 
"It's kind of a unique age for blue-

grass," says Dan Hays, executive director 
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IIING FATHERS 

RIII Monroe, 

Birch 
Lester Raft 

in the original 

rass Boys band. 

of the International Bluegrass Music 

Association (IBMA), a trade organization 

celebrating its 15th anniversary during its 

annual October convention and awards 

ceremony in Louisville, Kentucky. " You 

can hear the whole array of generations 

and styles on the radio, on recordings and 

at festivals. It's got the full spectrum of 

fans, too—not just old folks, but teens, 

people in their 20s, everyone." 

Not surprisingly, many new listeners 

are country music fans looking for an 

organic alternative, or at least supplement, 

to the slickly produced, pop- leaning 

sounds dominating the country airwaves. 

Larry Cordle, n bluegrass singer/song-

writer whose work has been recorded by 

Garth Brooks and George Strait, says, "I 

think that people who like our kind of 

music realize that it's heart stuff, rather 

than perfection being the thing." 

"Country music is starting to fold in 

a little," adds Ron McCoury, an award-

winning mandolinist and mainstay of 

one of bluegrass' most popular groups, 

the Del McCoury Band. "There's always 
that core of people who don't want to go 

with commercial music, and they're 

looking for something different." 

The McCoury group, led by family 

patriarch Del McCoury and featuring 

Ron's brother Rob on banjo, tapped into 

that new audience last year when they 

recorded an album with popular alterna-

tive country performer Steve Earle. The 

album, The Mountain, sold well enough 

to make the Billboard album chart, as did 

recent bluegrass albums by Dolly Parton 

(The Grass Is Blue) and Ricky Skaggs, 

whose Bluegrass Rules! marked a return 

to his own musical roots. 

Like Skaggs, who performed with 

bluegrass leaders Ralph Stanley and J.D. 

Crowe before ascending to country 

stardom, other country performers also 

have apprenticed in the demanding style. 

BLUEGRASS BREAKDOWN 

The Del McCoury Band raises 

the roof ( left). Below, left to 

right: First-generation bluegrass 

legend Ralph Stanley: country 

star Ricky Skaggs. back in 

the bluegrass fold: bluegrass 

award-winner Del McCoury 

and country rocker Steve 

Earle: the great Earl Scruggs 

and country singer/bluegrass 

acolyte Marty Stuart. 

Vince Gill began his career playing blue-

grass, including a stint with Skaggs' 

Boone Creek band, and the country star 

insisted that the country segment of the 

1997 Grammy Awards include a musical 

tribute to Bill Monroe, who had died the 

previous year. 

The Dixie Chicks also started out in 

bluegrass, and the trio's concerts still occa-

sionally feature eldssics like Bill Monroe's 

fierce instrumental, "Wheel Floss." Other 

former bluegrass performers include Joe 

Diffie, Marty Raybon and several 

members of Diamond Rio, all of whom 

appeared on Ralph Stanley's star-studded 

Clinch Mountain Country album in 1998. 

"It was such a thrill to have the 

opportunity to record with Ralph," says 

Diffie, who grew up singing along with 

records by Ralph and his late brother 

Carter. Marty Stuart, who spent his 

teenage years as a member of I.ester Elates 

band, included guest appearances by 

Stanley and Earl Scruggs on his critically 

acclaimed The Pilgrim. 
With figures like Skaggs, Alison 

Krauss and Del McCoury leading the 

way, other bluegrass artists have been 

able to make new fans, too. "I see some 

younger audiences, younger people," 

notes Russell Moore, lead singer for the 

IBMA's reigning Vocal Group of the Year, 

IIIrd Tyme Out. "When they say this is a 

cool music, then their friends start 

coming along too, and they enjoy it." 

It's not just the bluegrass audiences 

that are younger. The music's current 

growth in sales encompasses a healthy 
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WOMEN'S CIRCLE Guitarist Mark Newton onstage with a 

gathering of female bluegrass stars. Including Laurie Lewis 

(far left). Lynn Morris ( center, banjo) and RhoffliVInuent 

(far right, autoharp). 

P., 

f\ le'r 

Bluegrass opens its 

gates to a wave of 
talented women. 

Although nut yet 40 years 

old, Rhonda Vincent has spent 

more than 30 years per running on the 

bluegrass circuit. So the talented singer 

knows what she's talking about when 

she declares, This is the greatest time 

for women in bluegrass." 

Recently, Vincent Joined an 

impressive list of female blue-

grass artists, including IBMA 

Female Vocalist of the Year 

winners Lynn Morns and Claire 

Lynch, in a special album hon-

oring the increasing presence 

of women in bluegrass. 

Organized by musician Mark 

Newton, the album, Follow Me 

Back to the Fold, is subtitled 

A Tribute to Women in 

Bluegrass, and it serves as 

a powerful testimony to the 

remarkable range of talented 

women working in what once 

was an almost an all-male field. 

Newton, a genial but inter Ise man 
who fronted several influential bands in 

lhe 1980s, says the CD came from a 

desire to correct an oversight on his first 

ALL IN GOOD TIME Bluegrass has always mixed youth and veterans. 

Clockwise from above: Country music hall-of-famer Lester Flatt ( far right) 

tutors a young Marty Stuart ( second from left): the members of Nickel 

Creek; groundbreaking singer Alison Krauss. 

"In bluegrass music today, you can 

hear the whole array of generations 

and styles." —Dan Hays, IBMA 
dose of young musicians, including 
Krauss, the McCoury brothers, Moore 
and CMT favorites Nickel Creek, a group 
of dazzling players who are all under the 
age of 22 (see Horizons, p.19). 

Nevertheless, the growth in bluegrass 
has not been without controversy. Bluegrass 
loyalists are notoriously prickly when it 

comes to change. Whether it's a young 

picker who allows a 
jazz influence to show or a female singer 

who changes the key of a classic song to suit 
her voice, anyone tinkering with the formula 

established by Monroe is likely to be blasted 
by some fans for diluting "real" bluegrass. 

Still, for every disgruntled fan, there are 
many more newly attracted to the music. 

They're drawn by its core values—tradi-
tion, musicianship and emotion, to name a 

solo album, 1998's Living a Dream. 

That album, which also featured a high-

powered lineup of guests, was billed as 

a tribute to Newton's " biggest influ-

ences." But after it was completed he 

realized there were no women at all on 

it. " I needed to do something about 

that," he says, so he launched the 

Follow Me Back to the Fold project. 

Backed by an all-star cast of pick-

ers—including banjoist Kristin Scott 

and two-time IBMA Bass Player of the 

Year Missy Raines—singers range from 

veteran Gloria Belle (who worked with 

the legendary Jimmy Martin in the 

1960s) to newcomer Valerie Smith. 

The title track, penned by Tom T. and 

Dixie Hall and performed by the entire 

cast, is a tribute to country music pio-

neer Mother Maybelle Carter. The 

album's final cut, " Follow Me Back to 

the Fold," is a fitting close to a collec-

tion that proves the women of blue-

grass are here to stay. — J. W. 

Monroe rerecorded 

few—and because 
they identify with 
the earthy values 
and appearances of 
the performers. 

Bluegrass changes 
slowly, but that 
doesn't mean it 
doesn't change. 
Back in 1954, Bill 
his "Blue Moon of 

Kentucky," originally a stately waltz, 

in a faster- paced manner strongly 
influenced by Elvis Presley's rockin' 
version. It was no accident that his 
second crack at the song proved more 
enduring than the first. Though it's filled 

with the echoes of days past, bluegrass 
continues to be a modern style, shaped 
by the world around it. 

Today's vibrant bluegrass scene has a 

lot of pleasant surprises in store for folks 
who haven't kept up with the music, or 
who are discovering it for the first time. 

Though it's never likely to be as popular 
as mainstream country—and in the eyes 
of many of its fans and artists, that's a 

good thing—it is, indeed, going to town. 
And if it's finding some new tastes there, 
it's bringing plenty of its own down-
home flavor along. * 
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• 
"She sines her face ºff..• 

his is a major new talent." 

Robert K. Oermann, 
Music Row Magazine 

SINGER/ 

SONGWRITER 

EAL 
New single 
and video 

Ariona» 

From her 
debut album 

Shiver 
In stores 

October 3 rd 

Available at 

yisit www.jamieoneal.com 



OfftheCharts 
The country buzz outside the music biz 

A GUITARIST 1311RJES 

HIS Sam, 
Brent Rowan steps out from 

the shadows of the stars with 

an album of his own. 

I
N THE SALT MINES OF Nashville's top 
recording studios, few musicians rise to 
the coveted level of first-call player. 

Guitarist Brent Rowan is one of the fortu-
nate few. Turn on a country radio station 
for 15 minutes and odds are Rowan's 
guitar work will be featured —sometimes 
on song after song. 

In the studio, Rowan gets work 
because he's a talented, adaptable 
chameleon who plays what the song 
requires. However, on his new solo CD, 
Bare Essentials, he presents himself as he 

would like to be heard. 
Sitting and listening to a playback of 

the CD, Rowan comments, "That's what 
I do. This is who I am. It's what's down 
deep inside me—unfiltered by radio, 
labels, producers." 

Rowan's reason for taking time from 
his lucrative schedule is as simple and as 
heartfelt as the sparkling guitar work on 
the album: He did it for his 3-year-old 
son, he says. "I wanted to leave Marlin 
something other than a list of hit records 
I played on." 
A warm, personable guy, Rowan's com-

positions reflect his personality. Bare Essen-
tials presents simple melodies superbly 

recorded, with lots of open space. It takes a 
listener to a peaceful place, which is where 
Rowan wanted to take his tunes. 

Beautifully packaged in a case 
designed to look like an old, tweed guitar 
case, the CD features spectacular photos 
of the West, as well as Rowan's thoughts 
about his inspiration for composing each 
of the tunes. It would be a pleasant gift 
for anyone who, as Brent says, "eats too 
fast, drives too fast and gets on an 
Internet that's too slow." The record is 
available at www.brentrowan.com or 
1-877-693-7848. 

—Ken Spooner 

Dreamers and Schemers 
A new photo book offers a realistic portrait 
of modem Nashville. 

Most famous pho-

tographers travel to 

Nashville to add 

to the entertain-

ment capital's 

emphasis on 

glitz. However, 

acclaimed 

French photog-

rapher Michel 

Arnaud came looking 

for the grit behind the poses. What he 

came away with reveals a human element of 

the music business rarely seen by outsiders. 

Arnaud's book, Nashville: The Pilgrims of 

Guitar Town, features portraits of the stars 

who populate Music City, including Chet 

Atkins, Billy Ray Cyrus and Naomi Judd. But 

Arnaud gives equal time to behind-the-

scenes workers (including our own columnist 

Hazel Smith). He also goes beyond Music 

Row to picture the politicians, novelists, 

nightclub workers and non-country musicians 

who make Nashville a more diverse city than 

most people realize. 

With a well-informed text by insider 

Robert Hicks, Pilgrims is a fresh look at the 

nerve center of country music. It'll help you 

see Music City in a new light. 

Alan JacÉ ( a'ove left), 

Leon R land CM ' 

13.az,g1_,5 taxam.the, pebook. 

Down ¡ionic CO\_11111. 

kulertt 
&in feeMeM 
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ad,W. 

CHECK THESE DATES A year S worth of courilry music stars have 
pitched in to pose for a calendar designed to increare awareness of lire abilities 
of children and adults with Down Syndrome. The Down Home Country calendar 

features Dully Parton. Naomi Judd, Patty Loveless, Mark Wills, Marty Hoe of 

Diamond Rio, Chely Wright, the Wilkinsons, Sal rmy Kershaw. Dclbert McClin-

ton. the Kinleys. Little Big Town and Shane Minor. The stars each appear with 

Middle Tennessee iesidents with Down Syndrome. For example, the cover 

photo of Par tun and five children was shot at the Dollywood theme park in 

East Tennessee. 

The Down Home Country calendar is available from the Down Syndrome 

sociation of Middle lenneSsee for $15 by calling 800-733-5315. 

68 Countr-. '.' Octobet No,ernher 2000 





.c; 

theCharts 

Old Music From 
a New Film 
A documentary captures modern 

performers singing old-time country 

and gospel tunes. 

T
HE MUSIC CREATED FOR THE FILM 

0 Brother, Where Art Thou? proved 
so good that those involved in its 

production decided to make another 
movie to showcase the musicians who 
worked on the soundtrack. 

Oscar-winning filmmakers Joel and 
Ethan Coen (Fargo, Raising Arizona) 
assembled a powerful cast of traditional 
musicians to record period music for the 
comedy, which is based in Mississippi dur-

ing the Depression. After finishing the 
film, the Coen brothers decided to help 

produce a documentary concert featuring 
performances by the artists involved with 
the soundtrack. To shoot the documen-
tary, the Coens and Mercury Records 

hired the acclaimed team of D.A. Pen-
nebaker and Chris 
Hegedus, best known 
for the intimate, 
behind-the-scenes feel 
found in Don't Look 
Back (about a Bob 
Dylan tour of Eng-
land) and The War 
Room (about Bill 
Clinton's 1992 presi-

dential campaign). 
The filming took 

place on a stormy 
May night at 
Nashville's Ryman 
Auditorium. Pound-

ing rain and tornado-
warning winds raged 

outside, but inside 
the atmosphere was 

AMEN. BROTHER 

From top: Krauss 

with choir; bluegrass 

legend Stanley 

sings a cappella: 

Harris with partners 

Rawlings and Welch. 

Overnight 
Express 
Radio veteran Dave Nemo 

keeps truckers rolling to a 

country beat. 

Ten-four, good buddy, got a 

road-tested tip for you: 

Should you find yourself burn-

ing the midnight oil on the 

highway or the homefront and you get 

a hankering for some real country 

music, turn your radio to the AM side 

and tune into Dave Nemo and the 

Road Gang Show. Appearing seven 

nights a week on the syndicated 

Interstate Radio Network, Nemo beams 

good tunes and sound advice from mid-

night to dawn, keeping you company 

with a friendly voice and timely tidbits 

of news, weather and trivia. 

"In 28 years on the air, this is the 

only show I've done," Nemo says while 

sipping from an ever-present cup of cof-

fee. "That's pretty unheard of in radio." 

Although designed for an audience 

of overnight truckers, Nemo and the 

Road Gang play a broad spectrum of 

country music that would appeal to 

most fans who enjoy traditional country 

music. Even the commercials are enter-

taining, mostly featuring products you 

probably didn't know existed. The Road 

Gang also features regional information 

on traffic and weather, as well as lis-

tener calls that talk about road condi-

tions and other travel updates. 

As for the music, besides a con-

centration of steel guitars and fiddles, 

there are segments devoted to blue-

grass and gospel. Nemo also regularly 

invites in special guests, such as 

Nashville songwriters, who drop by to 

play and talk about the well-known 

tunes they've written. 

Originally created by legendary New 

Orleans deejay Charlie Douglas, the 

Road Gang show is now produced in 

Nashville and broadcast by five 

50,000-watt, clear-channel stations on 

the Interstate Radio Network. In the 

South, it's available on VVWL-870 and 

WLAC-1510; out West on KSL-1160; 

in the Midwest on FO(EL-1540; and in 

the Northeast on WWKB-1520. 

—Ken Spooner 

quiet and soul-stirring. Under the watchful 
eye of famed music producer T Bone Bur-

nett, the diverse cast of musicians present-
ed a tender yet rousing collection of 
gospel, blues and old-time country tunes. 

Emceed with low-key charm by John 

Hartford, the lengthy concert featured 
mostly gentle but spirited readings by 
Emmylou Harris, Alison Krauss, the 
Fairfield Four, the Nashville Bluegrass 
Band, Gillian Welch and David Rawl-
ings, the Cox Family and many more. 
Judging by the audience's reaction, the 
most compelling performance was by 

bluegrass legend Ralph Stanley, who sang 
the chilling "O Death" while standing 
alone in a spotlight. 

The producers hope to put out the doc-
umentary in October to coincide with the 

film and a soundtrack CD. Then everyone 

will be able to step back in time and sam-
ple this magical music for themselves. 

—Jon Weisberger 

OAK BRANCHES OUT 
William Lee Golden of the Oak Ridge 

Boys has created a multimedia boxed 

set that spans his 35-year career, most 

of it with the famous country quartet. 

The collection includes a 65-minute 

documentary. The William Lee Golden 

Story: The Golden Oak: a CD. My Life's 

Work. featuring 11 new recordings: and 

an autographed photo montage. 

The boxed set costs $39.95 and is 

available at book and music stores, at 

Oak Ridge Boys concerts and at 

www.williamleegolden.com. 
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Ramblin' Mai 
From Buddy Holly to the Dukes of Hazzard, 

WayIon Jennings shows up all over the 

musical map. 

W
\YLON jENNINGS WILL NEVER SHAKE THE IMAGE HE 

picked up as a leader of country music's outlaw move-

ment. Although he had many partners-in-crime— 

Willie Nelson, Tompall Glaser and Jessi Colter among them— 

Jennings' booming baritone best personified the description. 

At 17, Jennings moved from 

Littlefield, Texas, to Lubbock, and 

joined Buddy Holly's band. When 

Jennings recorded his first single, Holly 

produced it. And when Holly's plane 

crashed in 1959, Jennings felt he 

should have been on it. (He had given 

up his seat to the Big Bopper.) 

By the '60s, thanks to the encourage-

ment of Bobby Bare and Chet Atkins, 

Jennings wound up in Nashville 

pursuing a career as a country 

singer. After a few years of 

promising but inconsistent 

recordings, Jennings found his 

own voice, singing country 

music without mincing words. 

Could anyone else deliver 

"Lonesome, On'ry and Mean" 

with as much conviction? 

Settled into a chair in a 

dressing room of the Ryman 

Auditorium, Jennings is more 

reserved than you'd expect— 

and friendlier, too. For two 

nights in January, he packed 

the Nashville landmark to 

record a live album. His special 

guests included several artists 

he influenced—Travis Tritt, 

John Anderson and Montgomery 

Gentry. Nevertheless, Jennings 

owned the show, command-

ing the stage with a distinctive 

swagger and effortless confi-

dence. At age 63, he stills 

sounds for all the world like 

an outlaw. 

Country Music: When you 

perform, do you use a set list? 

Waylon Jennings: Yes I do, but I 

change it. It changes about every 

night. I do something else, or I 

move [the songs] around. We're so free 

[onstage] and have so much freedom. 

CM: You've got such an extensive 

collection of work to choose from. How do 

you choose the songs for a show? 

WJ: I'll check it with the band to see what 

they think. It's what really moves, you know? 

There's one song—I won't tell you which 

one—but there's one song we've been 

having trouble with. At rehearsal, we got 

together and played a few things. I said, 

"OK, we're gonna try this again. If it doesn't 

work, I'm taking it out." But it worked. It 

was something I hadn't looked into, and the 

rest of the band hadn't either. 

CM: Does a situation like that make 

you nervous? 

WJ: I ain't been nervous since 1956, what 

are you talking about? 
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stories are parts of 

some greater epic. 

The themes and plots 

revolve around love, sex, 

struggle or death. 



CM: What do you remember about that 

time in your life? 

WJ: I can remember being very young, and I 

would get nervous. But you know what? 

Buddy Holly told me something one time. He 

said. " You're the only one who knows when 

you're right. You can turn a mistake into 

something funny, or you can turn it into 

something soulful." The whole thing is, 

through the years. I've realized those people 

[in the crowd] are on my side, or they 

wouldn't be there. And they're very forgiving. 

CM: How did your early work as a deeJay 

prepare you for a career as an entertainer? 

WJ: I don't know that it did. Maybe it got 

some of the fear out of the way. 

CM: Did It give you a better ear for 

a song? 

WJ: I'll tell you what radio did for me exactly. I 

worked at a station that had block program-

ming: 15 minutes of jazz, 15 minutes of 

country, 15 minutes of pop. And I learned to 

like a lot of different kinds of music. 

Before Elvis, I remember talking to my dad 

one time, back when I was working at the 

radio station. I said, "What if you mixed blues 

and country together? What do you think that 

would do?" He said. "That might be a good 

idea." And I swear, it wasn't too long until 

here comes Elvis, and that's what he did. 

But radio got boring to me, because I 

couldn't just turn the record on and turn 

down the volume. I listened to everything I 

played and sometimes you get a little bored 

with some of it. 

CM: I don't know anyone who didn't watch 

the Dukes of Hazzard. What's it like to be 

associated with that show? 

WI: That was a great, great 

time in my life. When I first 

8ot into it, I wasn't really 

happy about doing it. arid I 

wanted to quit, but they kept 

raising the money. 

I got to know the people— 

Denver Pyle [ Uncle Jesse] 

became one of my dearest 

friends in the world. And I 

just talked to John Schneider 

the other day; he called me. 

They call me periodically. And 

if I'm around where they are, 

I'll call them. The people who 

are putting those things on 

now, those movies or what 

have ya, they're pure jerks. But 

you rise above all that, and 

the camaraderie that comes 

out of it never goes away. 

I had a great time doing that show, 

because I learned so much. I learned about 

energy and where the energy should be. You 

could never be low, because you couldn't 

keep the audience's attention; there was 

too much going on. You're at the point 

where you're almost yelling. 

And I got to play with the words. They 

MAN OF MANY FACES (clockwise from top left): The outlaw still 

speaks his mind ( top 4 photos): Jennings ( left) harmonizes with 

Buddy Holly ( center) and Tommy Allsup in 1958; Travis Tritt 

joins his idol onstage earlier this year: Jennings at the deejay 

post he sometimes found "boring." 

would try to write in a dialect, like a hillbilly, 

and I would get on them bad about that. 

They would try to come up with those old 

country sayings and they'd get 'em wrong. 

I'd change 'em around and get 'em the way 

they were said. [ He gestures to himself.] 

I mean, how country can you get? 

—Craig Shelburne 
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JOE ELY 

Live at Antone's 

ROUNDER 

***** 

One of the true pioneers of alter-

native country, Joe Ely made his 

self-titled first album when Jimmy 

Carter was president. But the 

Texas native has barely lost his 

stride. On his third live album (the 

first two were also released in 

years ending with 0—Live Shots in 

1980 and Live at Liberty Lunch in 

1990), Ely rocks and hypnotizes 

the revered Austin roadhouse with 

a fiery mix of career-spanning 

material, though the lion's share 

of the set list comes from his 

most recent albums, particularly 

1995's exotic Letter to Laredo. 

That album was a turning 

point, with its gypsy spirit (thanks, 

in part, to the addition of Dutch flamenco guitarist 

Teye) wafting organically through Ely's big-sky west 

Texas musical landscape. That spirit is everywhere on 

Live at Antone's, recorded during two dates in late Jan-

uary of last year. You can almost smell the beer and 

taste the smoke as Ely and his crack band—including 

Teye and longtime musical compadres Jesse " Her-

cules" Taylor (electric guitar) and Lloyd Moines (steel 

guitar)—give it up on 15 electrifying songs as if their 

lives depended on it. 

Ely opens the show with one of the coolest outlaw 

story songs of all time, Robert Earl Keen's lusty The 

Road Goes on Forever." Beginning with just Ely and his 

guitar, the song slowly builds to its sweltering climax, and 

though he's performed it zillions of times, it sounds as 

fresh and spontaneous as if this were the first. Ely's own 

songs often exude a sense of mystery and searching. 

"Ranches and Rivers," for instance, with its Spanish gui-

tar and elegant accordion flourishes courtesy of Joel Guz-

man, has a sweet, Tex-Mex feel as it tells of a poor, tired 

laborer who'd do anything to escape to the border with 

the boss's daughter. Even more hopeless is the plight of 

the singer in "Woritin' for the Man," who's been breaking 

his back all his life " in a Louisiana gravel pit" and now 

his woman's about to leave him. Sonically, it's like a 

summit between Bruce Springsteen and Lynyrd Skynyrd. 

And the crowd is definitely into it. On "Gallo del 

Cielo," Tom Russell's cinematic song of Carlos 

Saragosa and his warrior rooster, you can hear the 

pained cry of one of Antone's patrons as Ely sings 

the song's heartbreaking climax. As good a story-

teller as Ely is, he's an equally convincing rocker, and 

by the last note of "Oh Boy!"—a tribute to his musi-

cal and hometown hero, Buddy Holly—the crowd is 

Country Music rates all recordings as follows: 
  Excellent. A classic from start to finish. 

Very Good. An important addition to your collection. 
Respectable. Recommended with minor reservations. 
Fair. For loyal and forgiving fans. 
Poor. Seriously flawed. 

.. Ratings we supervised by Country Musg: effitors 

begging for more. 

Over the last few years, there 

have been only a small handful of 

really good live albums, but Live at 

Antone's is absolutely the best 

of the batch. 

—David Sokol 

ALLISON MOORER 

The Hardest Part 

MCA NASHVILLE 

* * 

Give executive producer Tony 

Brown and MCA credit: They've 

let Allison Moorer, her husband 

Doyle Primm and producer/gui-

tarist Kenny Greenberg keep 

hold of the reins on her second 

album, despite the lackluster 

commercial response to her criti-

cally acclaimed debut, Alabama 

Song. The result is an album that 

takes the earlier one's left-of-cen-

ter country music to an even 

higher plane. 

Though the opening track is 

a simple, bluegrass-flavored tale 

of lost love, The Hardest Part 

swiftly moves into territory that 

mostly plays Moorer's full-bod-

ied yet intimate voice against 

hard-edged electric guitars, 

keyboards, pedal steel and a 

rock-and-r&b-tinged contempo-

rary sound. The production 

is detailed and polished, but 

never gets in the way of the feel-

ings explored by Moorer and 

Primm's devastating songwrit-

ing. With few exceptions, the 

pair favor moody portraits of 

loneliness, tempered with a 

strength that's all the more pow-

erful for being subdued. She may 

be sad, but in these songs, 

Moorer's no doormat: "I can't 

replace your warm embrace, 

but it's time I tried," she sings 

on " It's Time I Tried," and her 

voice rings with both regret and 

self-knowledge, as it does 

throughout the album. 

That's a bold move, given 
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RENZI:EV(7S 

THE ODDS 
REUNION 
DECEMBER 31, 1999 

THE JUDOS 

Reunion Live 

December 31, 1999 

Phoenix, Arizona 

CURB/MERCURY 

Out of all the possible places they could have been, a 

throng of thousands chose to spend New Year's Eve 

1999/2000 in Phoenix, Arizona, at a Judds concert. 

Many more undoubtedly would have been there if they 

could, for it was not only a celebration of a new miller> 

nium but of the reunion of one of the most beloved 

duos in country music history. The event is captured 

here apparently In real time, with the new year count-

down climaxing the set near the end of the second CD. 

And in addition to being a key collector's item for any 

Judds fan, it's a rich set of live music, a relative rarity in 

the country music album release schedule. 

Sister Ashley kicks off the festivities with a long, 

syrupy introduction that recounts mother Naomi's battle 

with hepatitis that forced the breakup of the duet eight 

years earlier. (Somebody might have told the screaming 

girls in the front rows to treat the setup with its intend-

ed solemnity.) 

After that, it's a collection of greatest hits from the 

duo days and from Wynonna's solo career. "Girls Night 

Out," " Love Is Alive" and "Mama He's Crazy" all sound 

great. Appropriately, the recording places the vocals vivid-

ly up front, clearly defined against a spare, muted instru-

mental mix. 

The girls ham it up quite a bit. Wynonna's entrance 

on a motorcycle for "The Wyld Unknown" doesn't com-

municate very well on record. But this is a big event after 

all, so when Naomi waxes philosophical about the new 

year, it's forgivable even if it's corny. When they're really 

focused and feeling it, however, Naomi and Wynonna's 

blue Kentucky pipes are as locked in and as soulful as 

anybody in the business. Wynonna's take on the Fabu-

lous Thunderbirds' "Tuff Enuff" is another highlight, 

where her snarling blues gives the song the perfect 

surge of energy. Rounding out the riohness of the 

record's sound is the silky, gospel-choir background 

singing of Robert Bailey. Kim Fleming and Vicki Hampton. 

Live recordings should either be about capturing a 

vivid performance, enhanced by that irreprOduclble 

feedback loop between artist and audience, or about 

commemorating a historic slice of time. This new 

Judds recording offers some of the first and a whole 

lot of the second. 

—Craig Havighurst 

country radio's preferences these 

days; there's not a single cele-

bration of how fun love is, nor 

any melodramatic wails of femi-

nine helplessness in the face of 

desertion. Instead, the album 

depicts a woman whose painful 

recognition of just how bad 

things can be is balanced by a 

quiet resilience that refuses to 

surrender in the face of adversi-

ty. With a hidden track that 

starkly recounts the tragedy that 

left Moorer and her sister 

(singer Shelby Lynne) orphaned 

while still in their teens, The 

Hardest Part is an emotionally 

compelling collection that will 

richly reward any listener brave 

enough to take the plunge. 

—Jon Weisberger 

CHRISTY McWILSON 

The Lucky One 

HIGHTONE 

Somehow Christy McWilson's 

career usually ends up framed 

by parentheses noting that she is 

the wife of Scott McCaughey, a 

supporting musician with 

R.E.M. Her first solo outing 

comes with similar parentheses: 

Dave Alvin produced and 

R.E.M.'s Peter Buck and Mike 

Mills played. 

McWilson has, in fact, been 

the ideal musician's wife, raising 

their daughter, making her own 

music when possible, and under-

standing why her husband might 

be gone for months at a time. 

But all along she has been a 

fine singer, a gifted songwriter 

and a well-respected musician. 

Even so, her debut is a revelation. 

The Lucky One suggests how 

difficult it has been to manage. 

McWilson's carefully written 

songs are full of longing, disap-

pointment, frustration, deep 

respect and carefully modulated 

anger. Not, it should be added, 

that this album is strictly autobi-

ographical; rather, she has drawn 

from her own life to speak elo-

quently to the constant tensions 

between art and family, morning 

coffee and adult dreams. And, as 

she suggests on " Eloda," an 

homage to her grandmother, not 

so much has changed. 

It is all rendered beautifully. 

McWilson has a glorious, sup-

ple, subtle voice that owes much 

to the fine country singers of the 

1960s. A number of gifted 

younger women—notably Neko 

Case and Tift Merritt—are min-

ing similar territory. McWilson 

can sing with any of them, but 

she alone can write with a sure 

hand and such restless maturity. 

The results are extraordinary. 

—Grant Alden 

CRAIG MORGAN 

CRAIG MORGAN 

Craig Morgan 

Atlantic 
* * * 

Newcomer Craig Morgan is a 

throwback to the '60s, when 

country's male singers came up 

the hard way. Men's men, they 

more than likely matured in the 

army, grew up fast, assumed 

the responsibilities of family, 

and wrote and sang of the 

reality and hardships of life. 

Then the '70s ushered in the 

singer/songwriter movement in 

pop music, and country, look-

ing to John Denver and his ilk 

for guidance, began to go soft 

in the middle. 

Morgan, who came of age 

during 10 years in the army, 
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FLUVIEWS 

isn't so macho he'll need sensi-

tivity training, as evidenced by 

the album's first track, " Par-

adise," about his combat expe-

riences in Panama. At 18, he 

recalls in the song, "I was a 

soldier and not afraid to 

die/Now I'm a little older and 

not afraid to cry." 

The Tennessee native makes 

his concessions to mainstream 

radio, of course, particularly 

with " Something to Write 

Home About," where his heart-

felt delivery and joie de vivre 

sells an average song. But it's an 

anomaly. Morgan is into writ-

ing about things that matter— 

paying homage to a role-model 

dad (" Walking in My Father's 

Shoes"), examining a life lived 

with dignity and love (" 302 

South Maple Avenue"), giving a 

tip of the hat to his musical 

influences—George Jones on 

the novelty love song " It's Me" 

and Tommy Collins on the 

poignant "I Wish 1 Could See 

Bakersfield," where Merle 

Haggard, in a performance 

too obviously dubbed in from 

another session, makes a guest 

appearance. 

The great surprise is that 

there, as On other cuts, Morgan 

isn't reluctant to embrace old-

style honky-tonk. "When a Man 

Can't Get a Woman Off His 

Mind" swaggers out of the gate 

with a drop-dead fiddle, piano 

and pedal steel guitar. In this day 

of Shania's pop and Garth's 

rock, it takes nerve to do such a 

gut-bucket country song with no 

apologies or compromise. 

Confidence is something 

Morgan has in spades, taking 

the concert stage with the 

bravado of a veteran, writing 

like a man who can't wait to 

spill his thoughts on the page 

and singing, in a back-of-the-

throat baritone, like a man pos-

sessed to communicate. 

—Alanna Nash 

ERIC HEATHERLY 

Swimming in Champagne 

MERCURY RECORDS 

STACEY EARLE 

Dancin' With Them That 

GEARLE RECORDS 

*a 

Brung Me 

The thoughtfully constructed simplicity of Stacey Earle's 

latest release Dancin' With Them That Brung Me is a 

welcome compliment to the production tidal waves ram-

pant through so many country releases. Not to say that 

Earle's folkiness should be placed comparatively against 

any Nashville chart goddesses (nor will it be the perfect 

gift for those awash in the commercial country vein). But 

she serves to remind us just how well organic songs 

- 

Six years ago, struggling singer 

Eric Heatherly could often be 

spotted at Kinko's in south 

Nashville. Like many wannabe 

stars, he spent a lot of time at the 

copy shop, having promotional 

materials done up or getting 

color prints of his headshot. 

Well, years of hard work, a 

couple club tours and countless 

gigs at Tootsie's Orchid Lounge 

can often breathe within a decorative minimalism. 

Ironically, the production is notedly a notch up from 

her 1998 debut, Simple Gearle. Yet the overall ethic of 

being able to duplicate all the music onstage as well as 

in a living room certainly holds firm. ( Earle admits that 

she and her mostly family band, the Jewels, should 

indeed sound tighter, having played 274 dates in 1999 

alone.) The result is focused on verse and melody, and 

on acoustic and percussive touches that compliment 

the high tremble of her voice. 

The album opens with the upbeat " Promise You 

Anything," an interesting choice as it was Earle's first-

ever recording when she joined her brother Steve on his 

1990 album The Hard Way. "Makes Me Happy" 

expresses an artistic humility by paying tribute to the 

rewards of recognized creative dreams, while the deli-

cate warning against taking love for granted in " Kiss 

Her Goodnight" is colored with harmony and piano 

touches by Sheryl Crow. Overall, the often introspective 

takes on life, love and family are bound by a drum-

brush style and vocal lilt which should appeal to fans of 

Emmylou Harris and Julie Miller. 

In the instantly appealing " Is It Enough Luuuv 

You)" Earle asks atop a 12-string saunter: "I have no 

gold for you/But right now will my silver do?" With the 

quest for gold frequently outweighing the artistic 

process, silver will do just fine. 

later, the Nashville music indus-

try finally has given him a 

chance. Swimming in Cham-

pagne is how a Nashville record 

should sound. Heatherly sings, 

cowrites and plays the stuffing 

out of his Ventures-meets-Vince 

Gill guitar stylings. 

Better yet, Heatherly's gig-

proven band actually appears 

on the record. In a nutshell, pro-

ducer Keith Stegall let Heatherly 

do his thing with his guys. Any-

one who knows anything about 

the Nashville music factory 

knows how unusual that is. 

Ultimately it all comes down 

to the songs—which Heatherly 

and crew certainly know how 

to deliver. 

"Wrong Five O'clock" Jux-

taposes a Stevie Ray Vaughan-

type guitar riff over a rockin' 

roadhouse romp. The title track 

submerges the listener in 

reverb-drenched nirvana ( think 

—Ivey Lindsey 

Chris Isaak's "Wicked Game"). 

"She's So Hot" somehow fuses 

the vibe of Dick Dale's surf 

music with Golden Earring's 

rock classic " Radar Love." 

But beneath the eclectic 

exterior, Heatherly is country 

to the core. The best evidence 

of this is his vocal performance 

on the Statler Brothers hit 

"Flowers on the Wall." 

Heatherly and background 

vocalist John Wesley Ryles 

effortlessly nail a traditional 

high harmony during the sec-

ond verse. Throughout the 

song, Heatherly's relaxed vocal 

performance perfectly comple-

ments the dark lyrical theme. 

In fact, every bit of Heather-

ly's performance is effortless 

and confident. It's as if he knew 

he was going to make it all 

along...no matter how many 

color copies he had to make. 

—Brett Ratner 
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FLEITIEWS 

EMMYLOU HARRIS 

Cimarron 

EMINENT 

Fifteen years ago, when a certain newfangled 

technological device was growing in popularity, a 

commonly asked question was " Do you think this 

record would sound good on compact disc'?" That 

query comes to mind again with the reissue of 

Emmylou Harris' 1981 album Cimarron. The rere-

lease marks the first time that this album has 

been available on CD in the United States. For 

Harris' fans, the arrival is long overdue. Cimarron 

contains three of Harris' biggest hits: " Born to 

Run," an uptempo Paul Kennerley composition 

that would become a Harris concert staple; the 

angelic "Tennessee Rose"; and a heartbreaking 

duet with Don Williams on Townes Van Zandt's " If 

I Needed You." This trio of tunes alone makes tne 

disc essential. The other eight cuts ere succulent 

gravy, especially the previously unreleased read-

ing of Rodney Crowell's " Colors of Your Heart." 

Harris still has a magnificent voice today, 

but two decades ago—or, in performer's terms, 

thousands of gigs and cigs ago—her instrument 

was a miraculous wonder of nature, as sublime 

as the White Cliffs of Dover. Harris has always 

been obsessed with harmony singing, and this 

release pairs her with a handful of outstanding 

vocal partners, including Ricky Skaggs and 

Fayssoux Starling. 

The Desert Rose Band's Herb Pedersen con-

tributes jaunty banjo picking and a masterful 

vocal nuance to the mesmerizing " Rose of 

Cimarron." Harris and Barry Tashian generate 

memorable sparks during the climax of "The 

Price You Pay." And the duet with Williams is a 

certified classic, thanks to his velvety, vulnerable 

baritone. On "Son of a Rotten Gambler" and the 

standard "Tennessee Waltz," Harris lead vocals 

are sweetly augmented by one of the best har-

monizers in the business—Harris herself. 

As powerful as the disc is, a marring incon-

sistency makes it a less than ideal starting 

point for novice fans. (The newly reissued Last 

Date, one of the best live country albums ever 

recorded, serves that purpose quite nicely.) But 

for gray-haired Harris followers, it's time to set 

aside that scratchy old Cimarron LP for your next 

garage sale. Hearing the digitally remastered clar-

ity of Steve Fishell's exotic. hypnotic Weis-

senborn guitar licks on " Born to Run" leads to a 

realization. The pristine sonic presentation we 

take for granted nowadays more than compen-

sates for the CD booklets, which can be damn 

near impossible to remove from those annoying 

little plastic cases. 

—Bobby Reed 

EMMYLOU HARRIS 

Last Date 

EMINENT 

Before metamorphosing into a larger-than-life 

Nashville diva in the ' 90s, Emmylou Harris was 

the quintessential roots singer. She had impec-

cable taste, sniffing out great songs from miles 

away. She lived for musical adventure, to doo-

dle in the margins of country music. Though 

that holds true today, her choice of material 

back in the ' 70s and '80s was truly unortho-

dox, especially for a country artist. Finally. Har-

ris lived and played by her own rules in a 

DWIGHT YOAKAM 

Dwightyoakamacoustic.net 

REPRISE 

Dwight Yoakain has released 

seven albums since 1993: a live 

disc, a Christmas album, a set 

of cover songs, a greatest hits 

anthology, an unplugged pr()ject, 

and two—count 'em, just two— 

place—Nashville—where many rulers reside. 

Back in 1982, when this live recording was 

made, she was still pushing against convention, 

making it all the more satisfying to hear her buck 

the system as she covered Bruce Springsteen 

("Racing in the Street") and Neil Young (" Long 

May You Run") alongside Hank Snow (" I'm Movin' 

On") and Don Everly (" So Sad" [To Watch Good 

Love Go Bad]'(. 

Last Date features Harris at her songbird peak, 

bridging her early years with the self-conscious 

artistry of albums like Wrecking Ball. Her voice is in 

top form, especially on brilliant, near-definitive rendi-

tions of intimate Gram Parsons tracks—"Return of 

the Grievous Angel," "Juanita" and " Devil in Dis-

guise." Her Hot Band, one of Nashville's best-ever 

roots units, moves effortlessly along with Harris, 

kicking up a racket on Carl Perkins' " Restless," rein-

ing it in on Floyd Cramer and Conway Twitty's "( Lost 

His Love) On Our Last Date." Of Harris' three live 

albums, it's the only one with her Hot Band—which 

featured bassist Mike Bowden, pedal steeler Steve 

Fishell and guitarist Barry Tashian, among others. 

Reissued, remastered and repackaged with 

new liner notes, Last Date is an important 

moment for Emmylou Harris, for her fans and 

for country music. 

albums of new material. This 

trend would be a lot more Wor-

risome it these releases weren't 

so enjoyable. The greatest hits 

disc was impressive, tinder the 

(users was wonderfully weird, 

and Dwight Lire may be the 

best recording this neo-Bakers-

field hero will ever cut. 

Yoakam's latest release, 

—Bob Gulla 

Dunghtyoakamacaustic.net, is 

the unplugged project—a gener-

ous helping of 25 Yoakam sin-

gles and album cuts rerecorded 

with just his voice and acoustic 

guitar. The results might have 

been more interesting if Yoakam 

had recast the songs with more 

intimate vocals to tit their 

reduced circumstances, but he 
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The power and grace of the horse captured in full-lead crystal 

j own Sm. er 
than actual size. 
Length: 8", 

Young, spirited and free, the stallion 

races over a shallow riverbed. His 
head strains forward for speed. His 
hooves send up splashes of sparkling 
water. His only rival is the wind. 

This is Racing the Winch a bold and 

exciting work of art, crafted 
of Lenox full-lead crystal. 

Here, the form and 
spirit of the horse...the 
powerful chest, muscled 
flanks and long, graceful 
legs...are dramatically por-
trayed in the fluid lines 

and fullness of shape that 

BD LENOX, Inc. 2000 

The elegance of fine crystal 
sculpture adds beauty and 
richness to any room setting. 

are unique to crystal sculpture. 
Racing the Wind is available direct 

from Lenox at $ 136. Important for 
collectors, this imported fine crystal 

sculpture will be etched with the 
prized Lenox® hallmark, and will be 

issued with a Certificate 
of Authenticity. 
To acquire this excep-

tional work of art to 
display among your 
finest crystal pieces, 
mail your Order Form 
today. Your satisfaction 
is guaranteed. 

Meet us at: www.lenœCollect,ons corn 

ORDER FORM 
Mail by November 30, 2000 

Please enter my order for Racing the 
Winc4 an original sculpture by Lenox, 
crafted of full-lead crystal. 

I need send no money now. I will be 
billed for my sculpture in eight monthly 
installments of $ 17. each. 

Name  

Address 

City  

ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

State Zip 
2243756 

Telephone ( )   
Plus $7.99 par sculpture fui shipping, handling 
and insurance. Your sales tax will be added. 

Mail to: Lenox Collections 
P.O. Box 3020 

Langhorne, PA 19047-9120 



KIIMMIE RHODES 

Rich From the Journey 

SUNB1RD RECORDS 

- 

If your Introduction to Austirrbased songwriter and 

artist Kimmie Rhodes was her last record, West 

Texas Heaven. the one in which she did duets 

belts them out with gusto as if 

he were trying to command the 

attention of a noisy bar—or a 

10,000-scat pavilion. 

It's a pretty remarkable 

voice nonetheless, rich and 

vibrant even when unprotected 

by a band. And when Yoakam 

tackles story songs such as 

1,000 Miles," "Johnson's 

Love," "Two Doors Down" and 

"Buenas No‘hcs from a Lonely 

Room," the stripped-down for-

mat forces him to kan on the 

words more and make the nar-

rative matter. On the other 

hand, producer Pete Anderson 

(who is merely an engineer here) 

and Yoakam's all-star California 

band added a lot to these songs, 

and the originals are better in 

almost every case. 

Here's the bottom line: If 

you already have most of 

Yoakam's earlier albums, you're 

a true believer and you need 

Dulghtyoakamacolestic.net for 

its fascinating variations on the 

theme. If you don't already own 

the earlier catalog, that's where 

VOL! want to start. 

—Geoffrey Nimes 

with Willie Nelson, WayIon Jennings, Townes 

Van Zandt and others, you may think of her as 

something of a honky-tonker. You'd be wrong, 

as her most recent CD release attests. 

So many of the Austin types of the past 30 

years have been lovable rounders, ranging 

from sweet, thoughtful, jazzy bluesman Walter 

Hyatt to Jerry Jeff Walker, the patron saint of 

overdrawn bar tabs. Breaking that mold con-

vincingly, Rhodes is more a voice for New Age 

nonsectarian religious types. Think of Rhodes 

as a southwestern spiritual seeker who in 

middle age has her own interesting style and 

a lot of commercial covers in her catalog by 

Trisha Yearwood, Wynonna Judd, Emmylou 

Harris, Amy Grant, Willie, WayIon and others. 

Life is a journey into the unknown tomorrow, 

where there lurks love, loss and the panoply of 

emotions in between, opportunities for gaining 

wisdom enough to become comfortable with your-

self. Listen to Rhodes' soft, lilting Emmylou Har-

ris—like voice in such melodically pleasing pieces 

_ 

THE CHARLIE 

DANIELS BAND 

Road Dogs 

BLUE HAT RECORDS 

Because he's immune to today's 

pop trends, big-hatted Charlie 

Daniels exists in a parallel musical 

universe, a stop-time place full of 

longtime fans who wear big belt 

buckles and who have never for-

gotten the Bearded One's great-

est moments: southern anthems 

like "The South's Gonna Do It 

Again," " I.ong-Haircd Country 

Roy" and "The Devil Went Down 

to Georgia." Now on his own 

label, Daniels is safe from the 

danger of losing that core audi-

ence and guaranteed respectable 

draws wherever he goes. 

But what has he done for us 

of positivity as "Thank You for Another Day," 

"There's a Place (Heaven's Not That Far Away)" 

or " Shine All Your Light" and see if you don't feel 

better, even on a Monday morning. Composition-

al pairing with Nashville hitwriter Bob Regan gives 

her a beautiful, country-follej story song in " Big 

01' Train," a gently careening tale of travel fOr Its 

own sake from the "City of New Orleans" bag. 

Texas independent star Walt Wilkins also cowrote 

with Rhodes here for the hauntingly beautiful 

"Espiritu Santo Bay," a place of ancient ship-

wrecks that she explains as "the stillness of the 

infinite new world/1 hear the whispers of the 

souls who have come to rest on your shores.' 

With radio giving us little more than the foot-

wide, half-inch deep tripe of positive romance, 1 

relish evermore the quirks, scars and furrows of 

the singer/songwriters. Rich From the Journey 

would be worth the toll to call Sunbird Records 

at 512-264-2407 in Austin to order this CD if 

you can't find it at your local record shop. 

—Bob Millard 

lately? Though he keeps on put-

ting out albums, and only the 

Lord knows how many miles he 

puts on that big bus of his, has 

he written the kind of music 

worthy of his current reputation? 

If Road Dogs, his new album, is 

any indication, the answer is a 

lukewarm "Not really." On its 

II cuts, Daniels tries desperately 

to recapture the glory of prime 

southern rock. But mediocre, 

clichéd songwriting coupled with 

a sterile production turns the 

album into a bland affair. 

It's not that his hand has lost 

its crackle: Daniels has always 

had a hot live act worthy of its 

reputation. But songs like " Road 

Dogs," thc Stonesy " Ain't No 

law in California," and the 

inane "Wild Wild Young Men" 

come off sounding like Skynyrd 

outtakes. When Daniels veers off 

the expected path, as on the sin-

cere but cheesy love song "How 

Much I Love You" and the 

ambitious closer " Sail Away," 

the results are mixed and not 

worth repeated listens. Only 

the smoking instrumental 

"Sidewinder," a song suggestive 

of prime Santana, flickers with 

an impressive spark. 

With a large, built-in audi-

ence, Daniels may be immune to 

the vagaries of today's pop 

charts. But that audience—faith-

ful as they may be—deserves a 

"Dog" friskier than this one. 

—Bob Cu/la 

Lonesome 

Riv 

Band 

LONESOME RIVER BAND 

Talkin' to Myself 

SUGAR HILL 

Other bluegrass acts may get 

more attention outside of the 

world of bluegrass, but none is 

more popular within it than the 

Lonesome River Band. Delivering 

a dynamic sound that fuses 

mountain soul and traditional 
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skills with a kind of rock 'n' roll 

spirit, they're favorites with every-

one from the teenage girls who 

squeal each time bassist Ronnie 

Bowman steps up to sing lead to 

the professional peers who have 

handed banjoist Sammy Shelor 

and guitarist Kenny Smith 

awards for being the best on 

their respective instruments. 

With mandolinist Don Rigs-

by and new fiddler Rickie Simp-

kins rounding out the roster, 

the LRB's new release marks a 

return to their trademark sound 

after I998's more contemplative 

Finding the Way. From the 

first notes of the album's opener, 

Kentucky tunesmith Bill Castle's 

prison song, "Swing That Ham-

mer," Talkin' to Myself is full of 

the band's signature driving 

rhythms, tight harmonies and 

first rate songs. Though there 

are a couple of vintage numbers, 

like "Down in the Willow Gar-

den," one of the best-known of 

the old murder ballads, and the 

Jimmy Martin favorite, " Mary 

Ann," the emphasis is on new 

material with a classic flavor. 

The guys put their own spin on 

all of them. respecting the sim-

ple country outlines of a tune 

like " Are You Ashamed to Call 

Me Dar even while putting 

the hammer down to turn it into 

rockin' bluegrass rave-up. 

In the hands of less sensitive, 

talented and traditionally 

grounded musicians, that could 

he a disaster just check out 

some of the permutations of 

"punk-grass" out there today). 

Here, though, it's exactly the 

kind of fresh energy bluegrass 

needs, making this album a per-

fect introduction to bluegrass for 

the 21st century. Hit it, boys! 

—Jon Weisberger 

KEVIN GORDON 

Down to the Well 

SHANACHIE 

kevin tordon 
(W I t 

There are songwriters who can 

startle you with their indelible 

imagery and wonderful word-

play, and there are songwriters 

who can put you at ease with 

the conversational flow of their 

lyrics, hut there are few who 

can do both at once. Kevin Gor-

don is one of those songwriters. 

THE KINLEYS 

The Kinleys II 

EPIC 

- 

It was more or 

less clear from 

the Kinleys' first 

album that they 

oould really sing. 

Saddled as that 

project was with lightweight songs and a heavy produc-

tion gloss, one could tell that Heather and Jennifer love 

what they do and that their genetically identical voice 

boxes blend in a mesmerizing way. 

When the Kinleys sing harmony, each with the 

same full, buttery tone, and with an uncanny read on 

each other's phrasing, they sound like some beautiful 

new instrument. 

This follow-up project really lets us hear how good that 

instrument could be. Coproduced by the sensitive and tal-

ented Radney Foster, Kinleys II is an engaging vocal show-

case. The songs remain safely cloistered in the church of 

love, romance and inspiration, but they are uniformly better 

than those on the Kinleys' debut. The opening cut "She 

Ain't the Girl for You" looks at a familiar topic from a fresh 

The title track from Down 

to the Well evokes a small, 

exhausted southern town 

("mud-colored dogs guarding 

shotgun shacks, a red door on a 

green Cadillac"), Gordon and 

Lucinda Williams duet on the 

song, written by Gordon and 

Canadian guitarist Colin Lin-

den. Gordon's arrangements 

boast a roadhouse kick, and 

when he declares, "Ain't going 

down to the well no more, I 

believe I've had my fill," the 

ache of leaving something 

behind is balanced by the hope 

of finding something new. 

Louisiana's Gordon has writ-

ten songs for Scotty Moore and 

Sonny Burgess, so his rockabilly 

credentials are impeccable. But 

rather than simply resurrect the 

music, he transforms it into a 

vehicle for his spooky, southern-

gothic stories about an alcoholic 

arsonist (" Burning the Church 

House Down"), a 17-year-old 

girl with a gun (" Marina Takes 

Her Aim"), an obsessed but 

uncertain lover (" Water or 

Gasoline"), and an Oklahoma 

girl with more desires than 

means ("Oil City Girl"). 

Gordon has the good sense 

to cover Earl King's "Time for 

the Sun to Rise," perhaps the 

best song to ever come out of 

New Orleans. Gordon also has 

a new producer, Bo Ramsey, 

who captures the vividness of 

Gordon's live performances in a 

way the previous albums never 

did. As a result, this is the best 

introduction to a major alterna-

tive country artist. 

—Geoffrey Humes 

point of view. and Steve Fishell's Dobro leads over a spare 

rhythm section makes this single crackle. Next is Foster's 

collaboration with Georgia Middleman, the lovely " I'm In," 

with a sensational call and response in the chorus. The sis-

ters just keep on entertaining, raising the roof in the climax 

of lbu're Still Here" and almost moping through the interi-

or rhymes of the funky "That's Gonna Mess You Up." 

The sisters cowrote five of the 13 songs, and although 

they're not striving for lyrical sophistication, they some-

times strike upon a turn of phrase or a melodic hook that 

really lets their voices shimmer, especially on "Here." The 

song is pure, luscious pop. The Everiy Brothers vibe is alive 

in it, and it would make for perfect summer radio music. 

Foster, who knows something about vocal harmonies 

from his days dueting with Bill Uoyd, shows how profOund 

the influence of a roots-oriented producer can be on a pop-

oriented country act. The cuts he produced are the best 

on the album, and they hint at how spectacular the Kinley 

sisters could sound singing rawer, deeper matenal. So 

here's a suggestion: If the Kinleys would dedicate just 

three selections from their next album to a really spare 

country sound and would sing their hearts out on some 

classic songs, they could make themselves heroes on 

both sides of the country divide. 

— Craig Havighurst 
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Resistid, SOO- ;4'-'434; Cripple Creek, 800-969-5015. ON MIS 50-56: Structure stores located nationwide, 800-395-8008; Famous Footwear stores located nationwide, 800-888-'198, 
www.famoustionwear.com; target stores located nationwide, 888-304-4000, www.target.com; Wal-Mart stores located nationwide, 800-966-6546, www.walmart.com; Burlington Coat 
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It was the six shooter that won the West. e 
historic 1873 Cingle Action Army Revolver. NOW, 
this historic sidearm inspires the creatiOn of 

The Franklin Mint's first-ever collector watch 
authorized by Colt. The spring-.activated lid 

fealuies a rearing horse and world-famous Coll Ingo set off 
against a background that matches the look of real wood. Dra-
matically fashioned in bas relief, the border is rich with accents of 

24 karat gold. The famed six-shooter is depicted on the classically 
designed face. Etched on the inside of the lid is the Colt logo and 

the weapon's name. 
And the minted medal of Franklin Mint 

Collector Watches is hand- set into 

the reverse of the watch. Complete 

with chain and handsome pouch. Just 
$69, payable in convenient monthly 

installments. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. If 

you wish to return any Franklin 

Mint purchase, you may do so 
within 30 days of your receipt of 
that purchase for replacement, 

credit, or refund. 
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PRECISION COLLECTOR WATCHES. 
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Please enter my order for The Official Colt .45 Caliber Peacemaker 
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On the Road Again... 
Tour Dates for Some of Your Favorite Artists 

UPTFMBER 

9/16 YORK, PA 
York Inter-State Fair 

9/21 BATON ROUGE, LA 
Louisiana St. University 

9/22 BOSSIER CITY, LA 
Horseshoe Casino 

9/23 BILOXI, MS 
Grand Casino 

9/28 BLOOMSBURG, PA 
Bloomsburg Fair 

9/29,30 MASHANTUCKET, CT 
Foxwoods Casino 

OCTOBER 

10/6 LITTLE ROCK, AR 
Arkansas State Fair 

10/8 CHARLOTTE, NC 
Charlotte Speedway 

10,7022 MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
Alabama Theatre 

1L/,MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
Alabama Theatre 

CiA.FCY ALLAN 

9/23 DENVER, CO 
Elitch Gardens 

9/30 HILLSDALE, MI 
Hillsdale Cty. Fair 

OCTOBFR 

10/1 LANCASTER, PA 
Longs Park Amphitheatre 

10/7 ASHEVILLE, NC 
Ingles Food Fest 

JOHN ANDERSON 

OCTOBER 

10/6 POCAHONTAS, AR 
James Ranch 

10/7 BROUSSARD, LA 
Stockyard Saloon 

10/8 SPRING, TX 
C.W. Mitchell Pavilion 

10/12 PORTLAND, OR 
Mem. Coliseum 

10/13 BOISE, ID 
Boise State Pavilion 

10/14 WEST VALLEY, UT 
E CU. 

10/21 HIAWASSEE, GA 
Anderson Music Hall 

ASLEEP AT THE 
WHEEL  
popoER 

10/6 FRYEBURG, ME 
Fryeburg Fair 

10/7 WESTBURY, NY 
Westbury Music Fair 

10/13 MANITOWOC, WI 
Capitol Civic Centre 

10/14 FISH CREEK, WI 
Door Community Aud. 

10/15 OSHKOSH, WI 
Grand Opera House 

10/18 RALEIGH, NC 
North Carolina St. Fair 

10/19 NEWARK, DE 
Carpenter Sports Bldg. 

10/22 HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 
Pier Plaza 

10/28 CLEARWATER, FL 
Ruth Eckerd Hall 

10/29 SARASOTA, FL 
Van Wezel Peel. Arts Hall 

CLINT SLACK  

SFPTEMBER 
9/22 ROBINSONVILLE, MS 

Sam's Town 

9/23 DALLAS, TX 
Starplex Amphitheatre 

9/25 FORT SMITH. AR 
Arkansas- Oklahoma 
State Fair 

9/28 ERIE, PA 
Erie Civic Ctr. 

9/30 EASTON, PA 
State Theatre 

QW_O_ULE 

10/1 WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 
Eastern States Exposition 

10/6 BOSSIER CITY, LA 
Horseshoe Casino 

10/7 LAKE CHARLES, LA 
Isle Of Capri Casino 

1W11-12 

CHEROKEE, NC 
Harrah's 

10/14 FELLSMERE, FL 
Mesa Park 

10/15 MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
Palace Theater 

10/21 MERRILLVILLE, IN 
Star Plaza Theatre 

10/22 DULUTH, MN 
DECC Auditorium 

CHAD BROCK  

SFPTFMBER 

9/19 JONESBORO, AR 
N.E. Arkansas Fair 

9/21 DOVER, OH 
Tuscarawas Cty. Fair 

OCTOBER 

10/1 MARIETTA, GA 
North Georgia State Fair 

10/4 WINSTON-SALEM, NC 
Dixie Classic Fair 

10/10 JACKSON, MS 
Mississippi State Fair 

10/13 LIVE OAK, FL 
Country Jam USA 

10/14 FELLSMERE, FL 
Mesa Park 

SHOOKS As DI_TIWN 
sy_lanEE 

9/17 PUYALLUP, WA 
Western Washington Fair 

9/29 BURGETTSTOWN, PA 
Post-Gazette Pavilion 
@Star Lake 

9/30 WILKES-BARRE, PA 
First Union Civic Arena 

OCTOBER  

10/1 WESTBURY, NY 
Westbury Music Fair 

TRACY BYRD 

SFPTFMBER 

9/21 HINCKLEY, MN 
Grand Casino Hinckley 

9/29 SPRINGFIELD, IL 
Open Air Arena 

9/30 HIAWASSEE, GA 
Anderson Music Hall 

NOVEMBER 

11/17 KINDER, LA 
Grand Casino Coushatta 

kr.Expey CHESNEY 

SEPTEMBER 

9/20 ASHLAND, OH 
Ashland Cty. Fair 

9/21 FREDERICK, MD 
Great Frederick Fair 

9/22 DURHAM, CT 
Durham Agricultural Fair 

9/30 VALDOSTA, GA 
Wild Adventures 
Theme Park 

OCTOBER 

10/6 BURGETTSTOWN, PA 
Pepsi Cola Roadhouse 

10/7 ELKINS, WV 
Forest Fest 

10/13-14 

HARRIS, MI 
Chip Ins Island Resort 
& Casino 

/VLA_Ft I-C CHESNUTT 

SFPTFMFIF  

9/20 DOVER, OH 
Tuscarawas Cty. Fair 

9/22 JOLIET, IL 
Rialto Square Theatre 

9/27 HOUMA, LA 
Terrebonne Civic Ctr. 

9/29 COLEMAN, OK 
Sundowner Sports Arena 

9/30 WICHITA FALLS, TX 
Lucy Park 

10/5 MCALLEN, TX 
Villa Real Cony. Ctr. 

10/7 MABANK, TX 
Mabank Pavilion 

10/13 LIVE OAK, FL 
Country Jam USA 

10/14 MARYVILLE, TN 
Sharp's Chapel Park 

10/21 ST. PAUL, MN 
State Fair Coliseum 

0-2-7AMLIE DANIELS 

SFPTFMBER 

9/27 MARIETTA, GA 
North Georgia State Fair 

9/29 BOSSIER CITY, LA 
Casino Magic 

9/30 FORT WORTH, TX 
Billy Bob's 

OCTOBER 

10/1 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
Oklahoma State Fair 

10/6 MARKS VILLE, LA 
Grand Casino Avoyelles 

10/8 VICKSBURG, MS 
Isle Of Capri Casino 

10/12 CUMMING, GA 
Cumming Country Fair 

10/13 RICHMOND, IN 
Tiernan-Richmond 
High School 

10/20 PENSACOLA, FL 
Interstate Fain 

10/21 ROME, GA 
Ridge Ferry Park 

10/26 LADSON, SC 
Coastal Carolina Fair 

10/28 WINONA, MS 
Montgomery Cty. Coliseum 

DIAMOND MO 

SEPTFMBER 

9/23 NASHVILLE, IN 
Little Nashville Opry 

M
O
R
E
L
L
O
/
G
i
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9/24 SOUTH BEND, IN 
Michiana Regional 
Transport Ctr. 

OCTOBER 

10/14 ARLINGTON, TX 
Arlington Convention Ctr 

10/20 MORTON, MN 
Jackpot Junction Casino 

JOE DIFFIE 

OCTOBER 

10/2 COSHOCTON, OH 
Coshocton Co. Fair 

10/4-5 TOPSFIELD, MA 
Topsfield Fair 

10/7 FRYEBURG, ME 
Fryeburg Fair 

10/12 WACO, TX 
Heart 0 Texas Fair 

10/14 FORT WORTH, TX 
Billy Bob's 

10/20 AIKEN, SC 
Aiken Cty. Fair 

10/21 OCOEE, FL 
Ocoee Founder's Day 

10/23 JACKSONVILLE, FL 
Agricultural Fair 

10/28 HAGERSTOWN, MD 
Maryland Theatre 

nnexu CHICKS 

OCTOBER 

10/1 JACKSONVILLE, FL 
Jacksonville 
Veterans Mem. Coliseum 

10/6 MOLINE, IL 
Mark Of The Quad Cities 

10/7 AMES, IA 
Hilton Coliseum 

10/8 LINCOLN, NE 
Bob Devaney Sports Ctr. 

10/10 VALLEY CTR., KS 
Kansas Coliseum 

10/12 COLUMBUS, OH 
Schottenstein Ctr. 

10/13 STATE COLLEGE, PA 
Bryce Jordan Ctr. 

10/14 CLEVELAND, OH 
CSU Convocation Ctr. 

10/15 PITTSBURGH, PA 
Mellon Arena 

10/19 CINCINNATI, OH 
Firstar Ctr. 

10/20 KNOXVILLE, TN 
Thompson-Boling Arena 

10/21 CHARLESTON, WV 
Civic Coliseum 

10/22 INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
Conseco Fieldhouse 

10/26 EVANSVILLE, IN 
Roberts Stadium 

10/27 ST. LOUIS, MO 
Kiel Ctr. 

10/28 MEMPHIS, TN 
The Pyramid 

10/29 NEW ORLEANS, LA 
New Orleans Arena 

ANDY GRIGGS 

5.21EMIER 

9/18 JONESBOFt0, AR 
N.E. Arkansas Fair 

9/22 RINGGOLD, VA 
Danville-Pittsylvania Fair 

9/24 SOUTH BEND, IN 
Michiana Regional 
Transport Ctr. 

9/29 BURGETTSTOWN, PA 
Post-Gazette Pavilion 
@Star Lake 

9/30 WILKES-BARRE, PA 
First Union Civic Arena 

OCTOBER 

10/1 WESTBURY, NY 
Westbury Music Fair 
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On the Road Again... 
10/8 GREENSBORO, NC 

City Stage Celebration 

10/14 NASHVILLE, IN 
little Nashville Opry 

10/20 ROCKDALE, TX 
Rockdale Fair 

10/21 CROSBY, TX 
Crosby Fair 

NIERLIE 1-TACICiAFt.D 

rPTEMDER  

9/21 PLYMOUTH, CA 
Amador Cty. Fair 

9/22 SALINAS, CA 
Sherwood Hall 

9/23 HENDERSON, NV 
Sunset Station 
Hotel ,Casino 

9/24 HANFORD, CA 
Fox Theatre 

OCTOBF  

10/10 BURGETTSTOWN, PA 
Pepsi Cola Roadhouse 

10/11 SOUTH BEND, IN 
State Theatre 

10/12 MT. PLEASANT, MI 
Soaring Eagle Casino 

10/14 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Station Cuela,, 

10/15 GRAND FORKS, ND 
Chester Fritz 
Auditorium 

10/17 VALENTINE, NE 
Rosebud Casino 

Or.I.0.13E6 
10/7 TROUP, TX 

Downtown Square 

10/21 COLLEGE STATION, TX 
Texas Hall Of Fame 

ERIC IIMATIIERLY 

PTFMBER 

9/22 FORT WORTH, TX 
Billy Bob's 

9/23 BILOXI, MS 
President Casino 

9/24 HUNTSVILLE, AL 
Big Spring Jam 

9/29 CHARLOTTE, NC 
Coyote Joe's 

9/30 MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
The Beachwagon 

ÇLCIDELFJ 
10/6 ASHEVILLE, NC 

Ingles Food Fest 

10/13 DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
Seafood Fest 

10/14 LIVE OAK, FL 
USA 

10/15 FELLSMERE, FL 
Indian River 
Country Jam 

10/20 NICEVILLE, FL 
Mullett Fest 

IV 1-1ERIVIDON 

-,:LELLmj3£11 

9/17 CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 
Downtown Amphitheatre 

9/23 HEMPSTEAD, TX 
Waller Cty. Fair 

9/25 MARIETTA, GA 
North Georgia State Fair 

9/29 LUBBOCK, TX 
South Plains Fair 

9/30 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
Oklahoma State Fair 

..;;IOSEE 
10/13 JACKSON, MI 

Potter Ct,. 

10/14 TIFFIN, OH 
Ritz Theatre 

10/15 N. PHILADELPHIA, OH 
New Towne Mall 

10/20 DALLAS, TX 
Country 2000 

10/21 ROCKDALE, TX 
Rockdale Fair 

10/24 JACKSONVILLE, FL 
Agricultural Fair, 

10/28 WARSAW, IN 
Wagon Wheel Theatre 

GEORGE JONES  

YFRTFMSFR 
9/23 FREDERICK, MD 

Great Frederick Fair 

9/24 WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 
Eastern States Exposition 

9/29 RENFRO VALLEY, KY 
Ent. Ctr. 

9/30 MARIETTA, GA 
North Georgia State Fair 

OCTOBER 

10/11 PRIOR LAKE, MN 

10/13 

10/14 

10/18 

10/20 

10/21 

10/27 

10/28 

Mystic Lake Casino 

BRANSON, MO 
Grand Palace 

JACKSON, TN 
Skull Bone Music Pavilion 

RALEIGH, NC 
North Carolina St. Fair 

BAY ST. LOUIS, MS 
Casino Magic 

CUMMING, GA 
Concert in the Hills 

PENSACOLA, FL 
Interstate Fair 

HOUSTON, TX 
Arena Theatre 

TOM' KEiTH 

SFPTEMBER 

9/17 KNOXVILLE, TN 
Homer Hamilton Amph. 

9/22 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 
New Mexico 
State Fair, 

9/24 HUNTSVILLE, AL 
Big Spring Jam 

9/27 BLOOMSBURG, PA 
Bloomsburg Fair 

9/28 BAKERSFIELD, CA 
Kern Cty. Fair 

9/30 RED BLUFF, CA 
Teharna Diet Het Fair 

VÇjl)151.  

10/6 COLUMBUS, GA 
Uptown Jam 

10/7 ASHEVILLE, NC 
Ingles Food Fest 

10/14 VENTURA, CA 
Ventura Cty. Fair 

10/15 PALMDALE, CA 
McAdam Park 

10/22 MOBILE, AL 
Greater Gulf 
State Fair 

10/27 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Kemper Arena 

10/28 HOUSTON, TX 
KILT.KIKK Radio Fest 

KIDDER 
10/8 DALLAS, TX 

Country 2000 

10/9 LANCASTER, OH 
Fairfield Cty. Fair 

10/14 WHEELING, WV 
Capitol Manic tino 

10/21 CROSBY, TX 
Crosby Fair 

10/27 COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 
Harvey's Casino 

HAL. KETCHUM 

OCTOBER 

10/6 LAS wets, NV 
Boulder Station Hotel 

10/21 LOUISVILLE, KY 
Louisville Gardens 

10/22 FRANKFORT, KY 
Dudgeon Civic Ctr. 

TRACY 

LAWRENCE  

9/21 BAY ST, I OUIS, MS 
Casino Magic 

Ri 9/22 MEMPHIS, TN 
Mid-South Fair 

ti 9/29 HAMEL, MN 
Medina Ent. Ctr. 

g 9/30 WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 
CryStal Grano Theatre 

OCTOBER  

10/8 CICERO, IL 
Hawthorne Racetrack 

10/13 BELLVILLE, TX 
Austin Cty. Fair 

LONTESTA.R 

SEPTEMBER 

9/17 PUYALLUP, WA 
Western Washington Fair 

9/18 GRAND RONDE, OR 
Spirit Mountain Casino 

9/22 FORT SMITH, AR 
Arkansas-Oklahoma 
State Fair 

9/ 23 EUREKA, MO 
Sir Flags St. Louis 

9/25 LUBBOCK, TX 
South Plains Fair 

9/26 OKLAHOMA CITY, Of( 
Oklahoma State Fair 

9/29 BURGETTSTOWN, PA 
Post-Gazette Pavilion 
@Star Lake 

9/30 WILKES-BARRE, PA 
First Union 
Civic Arena 

SLGTOBER 
10/7 DALLAS, TX 

State Fair Of Texas 

10/14 PERRY, GA 
Georgia National Fair 

SFPTFMBFB 
8/111 I AS VEGAS. NV 

Boulder Station Hotel 

9/22 FREDERICK, MD 
Great Frederick Fair 

9/23 SEVIERVILLE, TN 
Governor's Palace 

OCTOBER 

10/11 COLUMBIA, SC 
South Caroline State Fair 

10/12 PERRY, GA 
Georgia National Fair 

10/21 PENSACOLA, FL 
Interstate Fair 

10/26 NEENAH, WI 
Pickard Theatre 

10/27 SUTTONS BAY, MI 
Leelanau Sands Casino 

10/28-29 

NASHVILLE, IN 
Little Nashville Opry 

KATHY' MATTEA. 

SFPTFMBER 

9/30 GREENSBORO, NC 
Carolina Theatre 

C.146Ell 
.101/1 BALTIMORE. MD 

Meyerhoff Symph. Hall 

10/7 WESTBURY, NY 
Westbury Music Fair 

10/28 CLEARWATER, FL 
Ruth Eckerd Hall 

10/29 SARASOTA, FL 
Van Wezel Pert Arts Hall 

NEAL. NIcCOle 

10/13 BRANSON, MO 
Grand Palace 

10/7 MONTGOMERY, AL 
Alabama National Fair 

10/12 SAULT STE. MARIE, MI 
Vegas Kewadin Casino 

10/13 HAMEL, MN 
Medina Ent. Ctr. 

10/14 WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 
Crystal Grand Theatre 

10/15 JOLIET, IL 
Rialto Square Theatre 

10/19 FRANKLINTON, LA 
Washington Parish Fair 

10/20 ARLINGTON, TX 
Cowboys 

10/21 CROSBY, TX 
Crosby Fair 

JO DEE MESSINA  

SFPTEMBER 

9/21 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 
Tingley Coliseum 

9/22 LUBBOCK, TX 
South Plains Fair 

9/28 MEMPHIS, TN 
Mid-South Fair 

9/29 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
State Fair Arena 

OCTOBER 

10/7 YUMA, AZ 
Turna Cty. Fair 

10/8 SAN BERNARDINO, CA 
Coussoulls Arena 

10/11 THOUSAND OAKS, CA 
Civic Arts Plaza 

10/13 FRESNO, CA 
Big Fresno Fair 

10/14 KELSEYVILLE, CA 
Konocti Harbor Resort 

10/16 GRAND RONDE, OR 
Spirit Mountain Casino 

JOHN 

MONTGOMERY  

VPTEMBER 

9/113 BEREA, OH 
Cuyahoga Cty. Fair 

9/22 PIGEON FORGE, TN 
Dollywood 

DrAfiffi 

10/21 WHEELING, WV 
Capitol Music Hall 

10/26 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
Cow Palace 

MONTGOMERY 
GENTRY  

SEPTEMBER  

9/113 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 
New Mexico State Fair 

9/17 SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
Utah State Fair 

9/27 BLOOMSBURG, PA 
Bloomsburg Fair 

9/29 ATLANTIC CITY, NJ 
Tropicana Casino 

10/1 LANCASTER, PA 
Longs Park Arnphitheatre 

10/6 DOTHAN, AL 
Dothan Fair 

10/13 RALEIGH, NC 
North Carolina St. Fair 

10/20 NORFOLK, VA 
Naval Base 

10/23 JACKSONVILLE, FL 
Agricultural Fair 

10/28 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Kemper Arena 

L.ORRIE MORO,* 

Learga 

10/8 BRIDGEWATER, NJ 
Somerset Park 

10/11.12 

MINOT, ND 
r4rwek %strait 

10/21 MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
Palace Theater 

WILLIE /WEIRD 

SKLIQBER 
10/8 AUSTIN. TX 

The Backyard 

10/7 GUTHRIE, OK 
Squires Baseball Field 

10/8 SPRING, TX 
C.W. Mitchell Pavilion 

10/12 COLUMBUS, OH 
Schottenstein Ctr. 

10/13 STATE COLLEGE, PA 
Bryce Jordan Cl,. 

10/1445 CLEVELAND, OH 
CSU Convocation Ctr 

10/18 GREENVILLE, SC 
Peace Ctr. 

10/20 DANVILLE, KY 
Norton Ctr. 

10/21 ATHENS, GA 
Classic Ctr. 

10/22 RALEIGH, NC 
North Carolina St. Fair 

10/25 BOSSIER CITY, LA 
Horseshoe Casino 

10/27 ST. LOUIS, MO 
Kiel Ctr, 

10/28 MEMPHIS, TN 
The Pyramid 

10/29 NEW ORLEANS, LA 
New Orleans Arena 

LirtAD DASSUE's 

SEPTEMBER 
9/28 FORT SMITH, AR 

Arkansas-Oklahoma Fair 
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On the Road Again... 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
State Fair Arena 

9/29 WINSTON-SALEM, NC 
Dixie Classic Fair 

9/30 MARIETTA, GA 
North Georgia State Fair 

Kr_pu_lE 

10/6 SOUTH BOSTON, VA 
Halifax Country Fair 

10/15 KUMAMOTO, JAPAN 
Country Gold Fest 

10/21 RALEIGH, NC 
North Carolina St. Fair 

10/29 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Kemper Arena 

o ROY RAILNELL. 

ULLLMELER 
9/113 SEARCY, AR 

White Cty. Fah 

0_cnef 

10/1 SHREVEPORT, LA 
Red Ricer Recel 

10'9 HIAWASSEE, GA 
Georgia Mountain Fair 

SAWYER EiROWN 

OCTOBER 

10/1 LANCASTER, PA 
Longs Park Amphitheatre 

- 1111111.11,' 

SINGERS! 
REMOVE Vocals 
Low Cost, Instantly Available 

Background Music 
From the 
Original 
Standard TTaappeess, 
Records, CDs, 
even FM Radio! 
With the Thompson Vocal Eliminator"... 

It's Better than Karaoke- And You Can Use it 
with All Karaoke Software from Tapes, CDs, and 
LaserDiscs! 
Also Features Superior Vocal Enhancement and 
Key Transposer which Outperforms Consumer 
Karaoke Equipment. Our Units also feature the 
Latest Digital Signal l- x-essing Technology 
and unlike consumer units, ours are User 
Upgradeable so you aren't locked into yesteniay's 
technology. Call Now for Free Color Catalog & Demo 
Tape: (770)482-2485-Ed 37, 
Visit our Internet Site at http://www.LTSound.com 
LTSound,Dept. CM-3 7980 LT Parkway, Lithonia.GA 30058 
24 Hour Demo/info Request Line (770)482.2485 Ext 37 

The • Vocal &niter' • Better Than Karaoke! 

10/8 

10/ 14 

10/15 

10/21 

ASHEVILLE, NC 
Ingles Food Fest 

LIVE OAK, FL 
Country Jam USA 

FELLSMERE, FL 
Mesa Park 

SAN ANTONIO, TX 
San Antonio Stock 
Show & Rodeo 

RICICY VILN 
SIIEL.TON 

SEPTEMBER 

9/23 MEMPHIS, TN 
Mid South Fair 

9/30 MILTON, IN 
Old Milton School 

OCTOBER 

10/6 JACKSON, MS 
Mississippi State Fair 

10/18 MARYVILLE, TN 
Sharp's Chapel Park 

10/21 VINELAND, NJ 
Cumberland Cty. College 

DARYLIC 
SINGLETARY 

SEPTEMBER 

9/16 a DORADO, IL 
Town & Country Days 

9/24 LUBBOCK, TX 
South Plains Fair 

OCTOBER 
10/7 WINNIE, TX 

Texas Rice Fest 

,C 10/14 HATTIESBURG, MS 

10/15 LITTLE ROCK, AR 
Arkansas State Fair 

10/28 HALEYVILLE, AL 
High School 

FLICK,/ SKAGGS 

SEPTEMBER 
9/24 ASHEVILLE, NC 

Diana Wortham 
Theatre 

9/24 NORRIS, TN 
Tennessee Homecoming 

OCTOBER 

10/6 CHICAGO, IL 
Old Town School 

10/7 JEFFERSON, WI 
Performing Arts Ctr. 

10/12 SPRINGFIELD, OH 
Performing Arts Ctr. 

10/14 JASPER, IN 
Community Arts 
Theatre 

10/19 CINCINNATI, OH 
Firstar Ctr. 

10/20 KNOXVILLE, TN 
Thompson Boling Arena 

10/21 CHARLESTON, WV 
Civic Coliseum 

10/22 INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
Conseco Fieldhouse 

10/26 JACKSONVILLE, FL 
Agricultural Fair 

10/27 ELLIJAY, GA 
Gilmer Arts Si 
Heritage Association 

10/28 CEDARTOWN, GA 
Cedartown Civic 
Auditorium 

CON1VIE 

UPTEMBER 

9/17 GRATZ, PA 
Gratz Fair 

9/30 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Northtown Opr> 

OCTOBER 

10/8 RENFRO VALLEY, KY 
Ent Ctr. 

10/7 MILTON, IN 
Old Milton School 

10/21 CUMMING, GA 
Laniedand Music Park 

TILLIS  

10/8 LAC DUFLAMBEAU, WI 
Lake Of Torches Casino 

10/7 MAHNOMEN, MN 
Shooting Star Casino 

10/12 JIM THORPE, PA 
Ramblers Ranch 

10/13 VERONA, NY 
Turning Stone Casino 

10/28 UNCASVILLE, CT 
Mohegan Sun Casino 

AARON TIRRIN 

OCTOBER 

10/15 FELLSMERE, FL 
Mesa Park 

10/20 ST. PAUL, MN 
State Fair Coliseum 

10/27 BILOXI, MS 
Grand Casino 

10/28 ROBINSONVILLE, MS 
Grand Casino Fair 

TRAVIS TAIT"' 

OCTOBER 

10/1 RICHMOND, VA 
Virginia State Fair 

10/13 DOTHAN, AL 
Dothan Fair 

10/8 MOBILE, AL 
Mobile Bayfest 

10/13 LIVE OAK, FL 
Country Jam USA 

10/15 COLUMBIA, SC 
South Carolina 
State Fair, 

CLAY VVAI.ISEFt 

SEPTEMBER 

9/24 SAN JOSE, CA 
San Jose Arena 

9/30 ATLANTA, GA 
Philips Arena 

SIGIQUEB 
10/6 LEXINGTON, KY 

Rupp Arena 

10/12 PHOENIX, AZ 
Arizona State Fair 

10/20 FAYETTEVILLE, NC 
Cumberland Co. 
Civic Ctr. 

10/21 BALTIMORE, MD 
Baltimore Arena 

KITTY WELLS 

SEPTEMBER 

9/15 MCCLURE, PA 
Bean Soup Fest 

Sr.LIQLL' 
10/67 BOWLER, WI 

Mohican No. Star Casino 

10/26 FLANDREAU, SD 
Royal River Casino 

10/28-29 

SANDSTONE, MN 
Midwest Country Theater 

1311,YAN 'WHITE 

SEPTEMBER 

9/21 RINGGOLD, VA 
Danyille-Pittsylyania Fair 

9/22 MARIETTA. GA 
North Georgia State Fair 

OCTOBER 

10/1 ROCKFORD, IL 
Rockford MetroCentre 

10/2 CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 
Five Seasons Ctr. 

10/3 DES MOINES, IA 
Veterans Mem. Aud. 

10/4 LINCOLN, NE 
Pershing Auditorium 

10/5 OMAHA, NE 
Omaha Civic Auditorium 

10/22 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Kansas City Aud. Arena 

10/23 ST. LOUIS, MO 
Kiel Ctr. 

10/25 PEORIA, IL 
Civic Ctr. Arena 

10/26 LANSING, MI 
Breslin Events Ctr. 

10/28 SAGINAW, MI 
Saginaw Co, Ct,. 

10/29 MADISON, WI 
Dane Co. Expo Ctr. Col. 

10/30 GREEN BAY, WI 
Brown Cty. Expo Ctr. 

1-1A.7471.1 

WILLIAMS IR. 

SEPTEMR1ri 

9/22 SANTA ANA, CA 
Galaxy Theatre 

OCTOBER 

10/7 GRETNA, LA 
Gretna Heritage Fyyt 

10/15 SPRING, TX 
C.W. Mitchell Payilion 

10/13 NEW BRAUNFELS, TX 
Gruene Hall 

MA.1 LI{ WIL.L.S 

SEPTEMBER 

9/28 OKLAHOMA crre, OM 
Fair Arena 

9/28 ROBINSON VILLE, MS 
Bluesville Showcase 
Night Club 

OCTOBER 

10/7 WHEELING, WV 
Jamboree USA 

10/14 MONTGOMERY, AL 
Alabama National Fair 

10/28 SPRING, TX 
C.W. Mitchell Pavilion 

LICE ANN 
WOMACK  

SEPTEMBER 

9/24 SOUTH BEND, IN 
WBYT Fan Appreciation Show 

9/29 HANFORD, CA 
Fox Theatre 

OCTOBER 

10/7 DECATUR, IL 
Borg Warner 
Sports Complex 

10/14 MARYVILLE, TN 
Sharp's Chapel Park 

10/27 HANFORD, CA 
Fox Theatre 

10/28 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
Cow Palace 

C1-11ELY lk7Fi l(; It 

UPTFMRFR 

9/16 BEREA, OH 
Cuyahoga Cty Fair 

9/23 VERONA, NY 
Turning Stone Casino 

9/24 WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 
Eastern States Exposition 

9/28 AUBURN, IN 
Dekalb Cty Fair 

OCTOBER 

10/7 ELKINS, WV 
Forest Fest 

10/13 JACKSON, MI 
Potter Ctr. 

10/14 TIFFIN, OH 
Ritz Theatre 

10/20 STILLWATER, OK 
Tumbleweeds 

10/21 ARKANSAS CITY, KS 
W. S. Scott Auditorium 

Dates are subject to change 

without notice, and we 

recommend contacting the 

venue before traveling. For 

complete ticket and show 

information, contact the 

venue directly. Call informa-

tion ( area code + 555-1212) 

for a venue phone number. If 

they don't have a listing, try 

the local TicketNlaster office. 

If that doesn't work, try con-

tacting the nearest Chamber 

of Commerce to the venue. 

Country Music magazine is 

not responsible for where an 

artist performs, nor dues the 

magazine have any control 

over their sithedules. Tour 

dates provided by Sheri Rettew. 
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CD's & VIDEO'S 

CHARTBUSTER KARAOKE! Buy CD+G 
Karaoke Discs direct from the manufacturer. 
All styles of music. Over 500 titles with over 
6000 songs. Free catalog available. Dealers 
inquiries welcome. Chartbuster Karaoke, 10840 
Chapman Hwy., Seymour, TN 37865. (800) 347-
5504. Fax: (423) 573-1811. Email: 
dstoval@tnpro.com Website: www.chart-
busterkaraoke.com 

PROFESSIONALS TEACH GUITAR, Banjo, Bass, 
Fiddle, Mandolin, Dobro, Dulcimer, Pedal Steel, 
Harmonica and Piano on video. Free catalog: (800) 
261-3368. Musicvideo.com 

HELP WANTED 

EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY. Assemble 
products at home. Call toll free: (800) 467-5566, 
Ext. 2831. 

HORSES 

THE BUCKSKIN STALLION STATION, 
your Buckskin, Grulla and Dun headquarters. 
Buying. Selling. (970) 376-0405. 
www.buckskinstallions.com 

INTERNET SITES 

COUNTRY MUSIC'S AWARD WINNING 
David Frizzell keeps the legacy alive 
@ www.davidfrizzell.com 

MUSIC/INSTRUMENTS 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT INSTRUCTIONAL 
videos. Beginners - advanced. Boogie-woogie, 
Blues, Country, Honky-tonk, Bluegrass, Celtic, 
Gospel, more! www.learnbyear.com 

POEMS & SONGS 

FREE PUBLISHING! Commercial CD Recordings. 
Radio/TV/Artist Promotions. Send songs, lyrics. 
Celebrity Records, Box 7438-CM, Sarasota, FL 
34278. 

POSTERS & PHOTOS 

PHOTOS OF YOUR FAVORITE country music 
stars! List favorites. Photos, P.O. Box 358, Ashland 
City, TN 37015 

RECORDING 

ARE YOU READY FOR NASHVILLE? And serious 
about a recording career? Midland, Box 
2303, Hendersonville, TN 37077. (615) 824-1503. 
www.midlandproductions.com 

DIlflFfl 

NATIONAL FINALS RODEO (NFR) TICKETS 
December 1st - 10th. Las Vegas. 
First choice tickets 1-888 NFR-RODEO. 
http://www.NFR-Rodeo.com 

SINGERS 

SINGER/SONGWRITERS The world premier video 
showcase. A program that could launch your music 
career. (865) 430-0000 www.affinitymusic.com 

NASHVILLE PRODUCER who has produced for 
Major Labels is seeking talented singers to pro-
mote. (615) 824-3375. 

BE ON NATIONAL TV! Come to the Karaoke Cafe' 
every Saturday 12-6 and be on our show for FREE! 
Call: (800) 347-5504 for details. 

CHARTBUSTER KARAOKE Country Challenge! 
National contest with over $50,000 in prizes. 
www.chartbusterkaraokecontest.com Call Robbie 
at (800) 853-1080 for details. 

SONGWRITERS 

SONG POEMS WANTED! Tremendous income 
potential. Free examination: Empire, Box 
2145-CM, Newburgh, NY 12550. Internet: 
http://www.empiremusicco.com 

FREE SONGWRITING Success Book! Song 
poems recorded information. Top Records, Box 
23505-CM, Nashville, TN 37202. 

AWARD WINNING SONGWRITER co-writing best 
lyrics: Ramsey Kearney, 602 Inverness Avenue, 
Nashville, TN 37204. www.RamseyKearney.com 

SONGS OR LYRICS NEEDED for Nashville 
recordings. Send immediately. Paramount. Box 
23705-C, Nashville, TN 37202. www.para-
mountsong.com 

WE PAY ALL RECORDING costs on selected 
poems/lyrics. Promotion, cash awards. Jeff Roberts 
Publishing, 299 Newport Avenue Studio 1-C, 
Wollaston, MA 02170. 

LYRICS, POEMS for musical setting and recording. 
$1,000 for best poem. Publishing available. Talent 
(CM), P.O. Box 112, Quincy, MA 02170. 

WANTED COUNTRY GOSPEL song poems! Free 
recording possible. $5000 information. Music, Box 
23564-CM, Nashville, TN 37202. 

SONGWRITERS 

FREE DEMO OF YOUR SONG - Call or write now! 
Music City Music Productions, P.O. Box 150891, 
#12M, Nashville, TN 37215. (615) 832-5015. mcm-
prods@aol.com 

DON'T GET RIPPED OFF call free (800) 345-
2694. Nashville Singer Songwriter Information Line. 
Free publishers list. 

MAJOR LABEL CONNECTIONS! Quality song 
lyrics wanted for recording and promotion/distribu-
tion. Cash awards, free writer's gifts: East Coast 
Record Productions, 299 Newport Avenue, Quincy, 
MA 02170. 

LYRICS/SONG POEMS NEEDED for recording 
and publishing. Work with Nashville's best. (877) 
650-3423. www.NashvilleSongService.com 

TICKETS 

NATIONAL FINALS RODEO: Dec. 1-10, 2000, 
Las Vegas. Pro Bull Riders Finals: Oct. 26-29, 
2000, Las Vegas. Country Music Awards: 2000, 
Nashville. All NFL Games, All Nascar Races. 
Western States Ticket Service: www.rodeotick-
ets.com (800) 326-0331. 

TRAVEL/VACATIONS 

FAN FAIR JUNE 2000 - tickets, 15 hotels, & 
Nashville Weekends at $99 (per person double) for 
2 nights, Grand Ole Opry (800) 298-5755, 
eptours@aol.com www.johnhoppertours .com 

IT's As EASY As 1-2-3 
To Advertise in 

OUNT uSIC 
• Call for the rates & deadlines 

• Complete the order form below 

• Mail order form along with 

pa/ment & ad copy 

IT 5 THAT SIMPLE! 
Any questions just ask for 

Peg Williams (800) 223-2821 

or fax order form to: 

(727) 791-8893 

(24 houre) 

CLIP & MAIL CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 
Please insert my ad beginning with the issue, for a total of insertions. Under the classified heading 

  with a total of  words. Total Amount enclosed $ . Total amount to be 

Charged $ . Make check or money order payable to: SOUTHERN IMAGE INC./Country Music Magazine. 

COMPLETE FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS 
Credit Card Number  

Expiration Date   Telephone ( 

Authorized Cardholder Signature  

Company Name  

Contact Name  

Address  

City State Zip  

Authorized Signature  

Clip & mail coupon along with ad copy and payment to: 

SOUTHERN IMAGE, INC. C/O: Country Music Magazine, 

R O. Box 16311, Clearwater, FL 33766  -1 
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OUT THERE By Kath Hansen 

TheMartyLine 
Chat master Marty Raybon has an answer to 
even the most offbeat questions. 
As the lead singer of Shenandoah. Marty Raybon's stellar voice made hits of songs 

like -I Want to Be Loved Like That. "Two Dozen Roses" and The Church on 

Cumberland Road." Raybon recently released his first self-titled solo country album 

and has been singing new songs to audiences around the country. You don't have 

to be a rocket scientist to understand the music on this album." says Raybon. 

"I believe the biggest and the best hits that ever were are songs of simplicity." 

How do you feel about singing the 
National Anthem? 

It's a difficult song to sing because it's 
not structured like a song. I thought 
Faith Hill sung the stew out of it during 
the Super Bowl. 

What's your favorite thing about 
your hometown? 
Well, I'm from Sanford, Florida, and my 

favorite thing would have to be the 
orange trees in my daddy's yard. I didn't 
think about it when I lived there, but 
I'll never forget the first winter I was 
away from Florida—I would have 
given anything to have an orange 
from one of my daddy's trees. 

What gives you more satisfaction. 

vacuuming or mowing the yard? 

Vacuuming, because then my wife 
wouldn't have to do it. I used to lay 
block and brick for a living, and it 
was always the best thing in the 
world to come home tired, 
hungry, exhausted—and 

then you smell the 
supper on the stove. If 
I could make my 
wife feel that good 
about coming home, 
that would be the 
satisfaction for me. 

What do you look for-

ward to most in a typi-

cal day? 

My prayer time. That's what 
gets me out of bed—to be able to 
seriously bow down before the Lord 
and Savior. 

What's the first thing that pops into 

your mind when I say skateboard? 

Maxwell. My son just got a skateboard. 
Midget? Persecution. 
Brains? Sense. 

Olive loaf? Oscar Mayer. 
Woolly mammoth? Bigfoot. 

Have you ever driven a motorcycle? 
Yes, and I loved it. But I had one once, 

and I drove up to a stop sign one 
morning and hit an icy patch. As careful 

as I am, I slid right through that stop sign. 
I drove that motorcycle to work, but I did 

not drive it home. It's like, I love the feel 
of wind against my face, but I don't think 
I'd love the feel of steel so much. 

What was the first record you bought 

with your own money? 

Merle Haggard's Live From Muskogee. 

Do you feel like the lyrics in country 
music have been dumbing down over 
recent years? 
Yes I do. "The Green, Green Grass of 
Home" and "He Stopped Loving Her 
Today"—those were songs that spoke of 
real, true things people experiencL. Ir 

seems like nobody wants to write 
songs about real things anymore. 
Look, bad things happen, marriages 
fail, life is full of ups and downs—so 
what's wrong about writing about those 
things? When I was with Shenandoah, 
that was the one thing I was proudest of, 
that we did songs about real, true things. 

What would it take for you to shave 

your head bald? 
Well, you're going to think this is 
weird, but if my wife or my children 
were to ever need treatment that 

might make their hair fall 
out, I would lose my 

hair for them. 

Do you miss vinyl 
records? 

Yes. But I still listen to 

the ones I have. In fact, 
I just put a Clarence 
Carter record back in 
the sleeve yesterday. 

Which do you enjoy 

more, doing interviews or 

going to the dentist? 

Doing interviews. I love talking 

to people.* I
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John Michael Montgomery and 
Stetson Cologne need your help. 

John Michael Montgomery and Stetson Cologne 

are joining together to fight cystic fibrosis. 

Cystic fibrosis affects the lives of thousands of 

children and adults throughout the United States. 

For a limited time, with every Stetson purchase, 

a contribution will be made to the Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation to support lifesaving cystic fibrosis 

research. Please look for the display in your local 

stores, and pick up some Stetson Cologne. You'll 

be helping to find a cure for cystic fibrosis. 

Thank you for your support. 

Cystic 
Fibrosis 
Foundati 

For more information on cystic fib 
please contact: 1 800.1-iGHT CF 

TSON 
ACTION Is LEGENDARY 
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