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ao Life Under The Big Top

Tim McGraw is taking big chances

and making big changes with his new
album Set This Circus Dowrm. Fven
though he’s putting his faith into the
mainstream, fame’s three-ring circus
hasn’t tugged at his sense of commitment.
By Michael McCall

FEATURES

Ring Of Fire

Johnny Cash, as legendary a figure

as country music has produced, explains
how he continues to draw upon the
power of music to keep his ferocious
spirit alive, even while struggling with
ongoing health problems.

By Jim Patterson

SPECIAL REPORT:

Country Music History’s
New Home

Nashville’s new Country Music Hall of
Fame and Museum is a music lover's
dream and an architectural landmark. In
this exclusive 16-page guide, we go behind
the scenes and unveil the sparkling new
$37 million triumph that fuses country
music’s fabled past, its glorious present and
a boldly interactive future.

By Robert K. Oermann

Hitting The
Honky-Tonk Highway

Jim Beam, swamp buggies and Bocephus!
Does life on the road get any better for
Montgomery Gentry? Boarding the bus
with Kentucky’s rowdy rebel duo ... where
anything can happen, and usually does!
By Nick Krewen

Taking Flight

With a hit album under her belt, Sara
Evans is finally acknowledged by every-
one as somconc Born To Fly. How did
she create the wind beneath her wings? A
candid assessment.

By Michael McCall




WHETHER YOU'VE GOT
1 ACRE OR 1,000
TRACTOR SUPPLY

——— WILL HELP YOU ——

GET THE JOB DON

For over sixty years, Tractor Supply has helped America
get the job done. With a unique selection of products
not just for farmers, but for folks owning just one or
two acres. So the next time your outdoor work calls m
for fencing supplies, animal care products, lawn i
and garden equipment or clothing, remember

Tractor Supply is your destination.

©2001 Tractor Supply Company www.tractorsupplyco.com
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The Insider

Special correspondent Hazel Smith’s candid views
on the news.

Horizon

Darryl Worley stands tall as one of Nashville’s
newest hit-makers, while California honky-
tonkers Red Meat dish out high-calorie, choles-
terol-free country.

What I Do

Inside the life of a song plugger.

The Journal

Before he tragically died of an aneurysm in 1993,
Conway Twitty always kept a step ahead by reinvent-
ing himself ... Jumpin’ Bill Carlisle still uses his sly wit
to prove that he’s not too old to cut the mustard ...
Donna Fargo discusses how she became the happiest
girl in the whole U.S.A. ... and more.

Trailblazers

Fresh from releasing his new album, Jim Reeves:

A Tribute, new Hall of Fame inductee Charley Pride
doesn’t plan to rest on his lofty laurcls

anytime soon.

Reviews

The latest CDs from Charlie Robison, Tim McGraw,
Brooks & Dunn, John Anderson, Diamond Rio,
Gram Parsons, Emmylou Harris, Hal Ketchum, Clay
Walker, Sherrié Austin, Mark McGuinn, Old 977,
Don Edwards, Justin Trevino, Lorric Morgan and
Sammy Kershaw and others.

Centerfold

Lee Ann Womack

102 Otf The Charts

Traditionalist Paul Burch adopts a novel approach ...
Remembering Benny Martin ... Garth Brooks gets a
songwriters’ salute ... Rent Patsy Cline’s old digs ...
Hayseed Dixie kicks the grass of their hard-rockin’
Australian cousins ... Emmylou Harris hopes for a
landmine-free world ... new albums that offer hidden
bonuses ... and more.

u= SAY WHAT?

Keith Urban gets candid about his love for all things
Down Under, Don Williams and teaming up with
the Go-Go’s.




GUESS WHAT OUR NEWEST FLAVOR IS.

NEW BUSH’S COUNTRY STYLE.
OUR THICKEST, RICHEST BAKED BEANS EVER.

New Bush’s Country Style Baked Beans are thick, rich and made
with only the finest ingredients. They’re slow-cooked with extra
brown sugar and hickory-smoked country bacon so the sauce is
thicker and the flavor is richer. Enjoy the delicious country

goodness in every spoonful.

YOU'LL TASTE OUR SECRET FAMILY RECIPE IN EVERY BEAN.
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LETTERS

WHEN SOMEBODY
LOVES AILAN

I enjoyed the wonderful article on Alan Jackson
(February/March) so much that I wanted to tell you about a
smile he brought me. Recently Alan held a concert at the Target
Center in Minneapolis that my friend and I attended. On my
way home from dropping off my friend, I was hit by another
driver in a head-on colli-
sion. I was injured; the
other driver died ar the
scene. | am mending
physically, but emotion-
ally it is a struggle.

Alan was informed of
my accident through his
fan club. About six
weeks later, I received a
personalized, auto-
graphed photo, which I
have framed and placed
on my desk in my office.
It brought tears to my
" eyes to think that Alan
would take time out to
% sign a photo just for me.
£ Ilook at it every day
“* and smile to think that a
lot of people still have a heart. Alan has always been one of my
favorite country music performers, and now he will have a
place in my heart for many years to come.

Thank you Alan Jackson - and thank you to the wonderful
people that made my gift photo possible. I love you all!

JOANN BOECKERMANN
FREEPORT, MINNESOTA

BLUE ABOUT JEANS

The February/March issue is the first I've read of
Country Music magazine. I'm so glad I subscribed. I have
read every article in it. I read the Hank Thompson article
and his answer to the question, “What do you think of
musicians’ garb today?” I agree with him. The entertainer
owes the audience a little more respect. I'm thinking of
the CBS telecast of the 75th anniversary of the Grand
Ole Opry where Alan Jackson wore jeans with big holes
in them. Jackson sings traditional country music, of
which I approve, but with his money there is no reason
he has to look like he’s at home doing some dirty job
instead of performing at an important event.
DARLENE DRAEGER
ZUMBROTA, MINNESOTA

I would like to know what statement Alan Jackson is
trying to make by wearing those holey jeans on stage? I saw
him in Decatur, Ill., one summer, and he was the only one
dressed in holey jeans. I know he could afford bertter ones.
If not, does he know a friend who could loan him enough
money to buy a new pair?

DAVID R. HUDSON
MATTOON, ILLINOIS
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A PLEA TO GARTH

After reading the news on Garth
Brooks, I'm going crazy. I can’t
believe it! After selling 100 million,
he calls it quits. I can understand
the divorce from Sandy is taking its
toll. He’s very family-oriented. But
waiting until the kids are of college
age to rour?

I’m 24 years old with two beautiful
daughters. However, life has been
rough the last year. On February 10,
2000, I lost my 9-month-old son
Jacob in a horrible accident. When 1
thought my life could not get any
worse, when I thought I could just
give up, I was driving my car to work
and I heard “If Tomorrow Never
Comes” on the radio. I cried so hard
that I had to pull over. I realized that
no matter what I did, it wasn’t going
to change the fact that Jacob was
gone. Nothing I could do would bring
him back. God needed him more.

Sometimes tomorrow never comes.
That’s why you live for today.

Garth, I think I speak for a lot of
fans when I say your children see the
joy you bring to so many people and
how you’ve helped so many families.
You don’t know when tomorrow
won’t come. Do what you love. Your
children will love you for it.

LINDA LOGSDON
INDIANAPOLIS

DEFINING
DUFFEY

Your February/March issue had a
review of John Duffey’s album,
Always In Style. The reviewer said
that Duffey was neither a “great
vocalist or mandolinist.” While your
writer did seem to have some respect
for Duffey’s huge talent, he needs an
education in what makes a great
vocalist or mandolinist.

Duffey was one of the most power-
ful mandolinists in bluegrass history,
second only to Mr. Bill Monroe. Every
note counted, many times with a skill
of improvisation that widened the
definition of bluegrass mandolin style.
His high, powerful tenor was among
the absolute best in bluegrass. He
sang tenor and hit the highest notes
squarely — not like most current male
country stars, some of whom sound
like a hound dog caught in barbed

wire. His version of the high, lone-
some sound could create the most
excitement in those fast, hard-driving
songs, and yet send chills up your
spine with the slow, mournful songs.
He had an opportunity to sing opera
in his younger years, but instead
chose bluegrass, luckily for us.
Anyone who can voluntarily turn
down opera to sing another kind of
music style is a great vocalist.

While I agree with the four stars
that your reviewer gave the album, I
believe a better understanding of John
Duffey and his talents is in order.
DAVID WEST
CONCORDIA, MISSOURI

LOWER THE
DRAWBRIDGE!

Just finished reading your super
magazine. In response to the article
“Farewell To Country’s Camelot”
(February/March), one word comes
to mind: sad.

My opinion is that the airtime is
being wasted. Maybe luck will be with
The National Network and they will
draw the younger demographic of
viewers they are seeking. Who knows,
they may give the HBO and Playboy
Channels some stiff competition. People
over 35 should really appreciate that
this new network considers people who
listen to country music too narrow and
too old for their ratings.

LETTERS

This certainly will be another
channel to block out of my TV. Oh,
but first I’ll have to check with my
teenager to see when he’ll have time
to help me with this procedure. 1
might be too narrow and old to
handle this on my own.

GERRY KING
RUSSELLVILLE, ALABAMA

Who is responsible for taking all
the great shows off TNN? Why do the
powers that be feel they need only to
appeal to the 26-t0-36 age group? We
have seen more than 200 country stars
in concerts all over Ohio and Florida.
And in case they don’t think older
people spend money, they should see
our collection of CDs and tapes.

We never watch anything on
TNN except the Gaithers and Grand
Ole Opry. We resent repeats of the
old shows, even the Christmas spe-
cials. How cheap can you get? We
deserve better.

It just makes us sick the way
TNN has been ruined. I’m sure not
getting exposure on TNN has hurt the
country stars.

AGNES AND CHARLES THOMAS
FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA

If TNN really knew how many
Americans looked forward to its
country format, they might have given
careful consideration to the decision to cut
country out of its loop. Too bad for the
old and young alike who love country
music that “the audience for country
music was too narrow and too old for its
commercial purposes.” Too bad, too, that
young and upcoming acts lose a spectacu-
lar showcase to expose their talents to a
nationwide audience.

Maybe now that we have a Texan
in the White House, TNN will realize
that country music will become an
even more vibrant part of our culture
and put Nashville back on TV where
it belongs.

ANNA M. ENGELHARDT
MIDDLE ISLAND, NEW YORK

RESPECT YOUR
ELDERS

Thanks for the article on the Grand
Ole Opry. I've listened to the Opry
nearly every weekend since I was a
child in the early *70s. In thar time

8 Country Music June/july 2001
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Its not a mimivan.

so smart they deploy at different levels, depending on
crash severity! In addition, Caravan watches out for
you with improved head impact protection. Additional

The Next
Generation
multistage
driver and
front pussen-
ger airbags
in the all-
new Dodge
Caravan are

It may seem like a little
thing, hut big mirrors
can be a big thing when
it comes to helping to
keep uccidents from
sneaking up on you
Sfrom behind.

peace of mind comes from the ull-new Caravan's '
available front-seat supplemental side airbags. '

In the event of a side impuct, they offer extra
protection to not only the head, but the

chest area as well. We've even
redesigned the armrests in the
doors to improve side
impact protection.

The 3.3
and 3.8 liter
V-6 engines
available in the all-new Caravan
have been redesigned to be
smoother, quieter, and more
powerful to make merging and
pussing easier and safer.

All-new Dodge Grand Caravan! M

In addition to the
available inte-
grated child
seat, the
all-new

you want to make sure
you're in the right vehicle.

S Caravan
4 features a
quick and easy
child seat anchor
svstem that attaches directly to
the seat itself rather than the
seat belt.”

In case of an emergency,

Which leads vou right
to the door of the
all-new Caravan.

The Best Minivan Ever
800-4-A-DODGE or www.4adodge.com

Safetv in the
vande-like,
all-new
Caravan
starts with
a safety cage
hml\ structure. But while

your Caravan surrounds you with protec-
tion, it's also designed with lurge window openings for
great visibility in all directions. In fuct, just about no
matter where you look, you'll find proof of Dodge’s
commitment to safety in the all-new Caravan.

Standard on
the new Grand
Caravan ES are
power-activated
sliding side doors and the
first-ever availuble power-
activated rear hatch. They
Seature the most sophisticated
auto reverse system in the class.
it reverses immediately, whether
opening or closing, if an obstacle
is detected.” Another Caravan
first. And. as abways, sdafety first.

Different.

IAhways use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. 2For use with laich-compatible aftermarker child seats. For children at

least one vear old, weighing benveen 22 und 50 Ibs., und no more than 47 inclies tall.

3Detects most obstacles, As with all electronically controlled systems, care is

advised. *Bused on AMCI overall weighted evaluations of 2001 Grand Caravan vs. similarly-equipped 2000 MY competitors. Call 800-4-A-DODGE for details.
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there has been constant change.
November of 1992 seemed to be a
turning point. After Mr. Roy Acuff
passed, Hal Durham was replaced as
Opry manager, and the elder artists
left at the Opry appeared to become
followers instead of leaders.

Please remember this: There are
approximately two dozen performers —
like Porter Wagoner, Jan Howard and
Charlie Walker — who continue to appear
every weekend. If they all decide to retire
this year, the newer members will have to
put their heads together and agree on the
one weekend they want to do the Opry.
There will not be enough acts to have a
show the other 51 weekends. These veter-
ans deserve respect. Do we have to wait
for Opry legends Jean Shepard and
Charlie Louvin to pass before they enter
the Hall of Fame? As the old song says,
Give me flowers while I'm living.

JIM RHODES
KNIGHTSVILLE, INDIANA

MARVELOUS
MOORER

First of all, great magazine. |
read it cover to cover. You had a
fantastic article on Allison Moorer
(February/March). 1 would encourage
everyone out there who likes pure coun-
try — not the so-called “pop country” —
to get both of her CDs. I had read sev-
eral reviews of The Hardest Part and
went out to buy it. Alabama Song was
on sale, so I got that, too. Whart a treat.
Both are heartfelt, and just great music.
It’s a shame she isn’t played more on
mainstream country radio.
KATHY O’'CONNELL

DERRY, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Porter
Wagoner

MARVELOUS
MERLE

I was very pleased with the article
on Merle Haggard (February/March).
Way to go, Merle! So glad you’ve cut
another album, and please don’t put
away that guitar yet. I love to hear
good old country music.
EVA M. SHUTT
GENESEE, PENNSYLVANIA

CHAMPIONING
CHALEE

I’m writing in response to Nick
Krewen’s review of Chalee Tennison’s new
CD, This Woman’s Heart. | am outraged
that he would say such things as “She has
certainly got the goods. Now if she can
only find the songs.” Every song on this
album is great. Chalee deserves more
respect than the country music industry
has given her. Her music certainly touches
this woman’s heart.
KATIE CLEEK
CODY, NEBRASKA

SUPER SMITH
I have been subscribing to Country

Music for a long time. I loved the recent
Journal (February/March), especially the
cover story on Connie Smith. The
article and photos were great. It is
wonderful to see the artists who have
been around for a long time get some

g much deserved attention. I have seen

2 Connie in concert 18 times, and that

big, big, beautiful voice just gets better
and better. She looks great, too.

BOB LEATHERMAN

VALE, NORTH CAROLINA

KUDOS FOR
CURLESS

Thank you so much for your
“Noteworthy Disc-overies” item on Dick
Curless’ Hard, Hard Traveling Man. 1 just
received it and I will always be grateful to
you ~ it is the greatest! I am an avid
country music fan with more than 500
CDs, plus cassettes, vinyl, etc. If I had to
make a choice to just keep one, I would
trade them all for this set of Dick Curless.
Bear Family Records has proven that Dick
Curless may be gone, but his music still
lives on. Thanks for bringing it to our
attention. Keep up the great work.
MINETTA BROWN
SANGERVILLE, MAINE

BRAVO
BLACKHAWK

I’ve enjoyed your publication for years (I
love Hazel). Thank you for the interview
with the best music men in the business.
I’m talking about BlackHawk! They don’t
get the credit they deserve for their
wonderful talent. Van Stephenson’s
“Ships Of Heaven” is glorious. I wept for
the dear ones who have preceded me.
HAZEL MCMURRY

TACOMA, WASHINGTON

URBAN RENEWAL
I wanted to write and thank you for the
pull-out poster of Keith Urban! I was
able to hear Keith at Tower Records in
Nashville during Fan Fair. Keith is not
only a great singer, but he plays a guitar
like no one I have ever seen! What a
great musician. After his show, I got to
meet him and he was so nice. It will be
a night I will never forget.

DIXIE DEMOE

FORT ATKINSON, WISCONSIN

Have a comment? A complaint?
A compliment? Send your letter by
e-mail to letters@countrymusic-
magazine.com or by regular mail to
Country Music magazine, 118 16th
Ave. S., Nashville, TN 37203. Mark
envelope: Attention: Letters. We will
not print any letters that do not con-
tain a name and contact address. We
reserve the right to edit.

Country Music June/luly 2001 ©
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PARTIES - PEOPLE + NEWS - HAPPENINGS

MARDI GRAS MARSHALS
Y KIX BROOKS and RONNIE DUNN had no problem absorbing
the spirit of Mardi Gras in New Orleans. Brooks & Dunn
served as grand marshals of the ultimate street party, the
seven-hour Endymion parade. “There were thousands of
people,” noted the Louisiana-born Brooks, “and it did not
let up the entire parade route.” Seems like they were also
getting in the mood for their Neon Circus & Wild West
Show Tour, which features face painters, fire-eaters and a
blowout supporting cast.

10 Country Music June/July 2001




IT’S ONLY
ROCK N’ ROL.L
» The members of BR549 got a
courtesy call from an admirer,
guitarist KEITH RICHARDS of The
Rolling Stones. Richards and the
BR boys jamiued together on the
Stones’ hit “Happy™ at the 12th
Annual Rainforest Alliance

Concert in New York. Smiling for S

the camera are (left to right)
CHUCK MEAD, DON HERRON,
RICHARDS, GARY BENNETT, JAY
BENNETT and HAWKSHAW WILSON,

e

AUSSIE POWER
AAustralian export JAMIE O’NEAL wel-
comed surprise guest and fellow Aussie
RUSSELL CROWE backstage at Nashville’s
Wildhorse Saloon. Crowe, who nabbed
an Oscar in March for his leading role in
the hit movie Gladiator, happened to be
in town when he spotted O’Neal’s name
on the Wildhorse marquee. So he
dropped in — much to the delight of the
crowd — to catch her performance,

= - -
POETIC LICENSE
ABackstage at a show in Florida,
AARON TIPPIN was presented with a
license plate bearing the title of his
recent No. 1 hit.

Country Music June/July 2001

RANDS RADLIFF




COURTESY VECTOR RECORDS

NATURAL

FRIENDS

» VINCE GILL, GARTH
BROOKS and others paid musical
tribute to Grand Ole Opry
stalwart JOHNNY RUSSELL at
a recent show at the Opry
House. The concert helped
raise money for Russell, the
writer of “Act Naturally” and
other hits, who has been hospi-
talized with complications from
diabetes. Brooks recalled that
Russell had inducted him into
the Opry in 1990, calling it the
high point of his career. Also
on hand for the tribute were
ROY CLARK, JEANNIE SEELY
and the OAK RIDGE BOYS.

MIKE SOEBBING

BROTHERS
BUOYED BY

BEAUTY

» THE WARREN BROTHERS performed
at the recent Miss USA pageant and
received a nice perk: mingling back-
stage with some of the contestants.
Brother Brett found himself surrounded
by four beauties, then — with brother
Brad - grabbed a glamour pic with the
newly crowned winner, KANDACE
KRUEGER of Texas.

URBAN LEGEND
A Sensational KEITH URBAN cele-
brated his No. 1 smash “But For
The Grace Of God” with co-writers
CHARLOTTE CAFFEY and JANE
WIEDLIN, members of the all-female
’80s rock band The Go-Go’s. SONYA
ISAACS also dropped by the party to
offer her congratulations.
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DAYS OF WINE AND POSES
A The stars were wined and dined in high style at one of Nashville’s top charity events, the Best Cellars Dinner, which
raises funds for the T.J. Martell Foundation. Some of country’s “best sellers” lent a hand, including AARON TIPPIN and
MINDY MCCREADY and HAL KETCHUM with wife Gina. Also taking in the exotic gourmet feast were KENNY CHESNEY,
SARA EVANS and PHIL VASSAR.

LARRY HILL

R ————_g

| IHEE 4 TEHEES ' T mEE B oo
LEE ANN GOES f
. TO WASHINGTON 1L
Y A tale of two Texans: U.S. President GEORGE W. BUSH extends a
warm handshake to LEE ANN WOMACK. Texas-born Womack was
invited to perform her inspiring “I Hope You Dance™ at a White House
state dinner for the National Governors Association’s winter meeting.

r
4
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& NASCAR:

DALE EARNHARDT,
1951 - 2001

The Blue Ridge Mountain
states of Tennessee, North
Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky
and Alabama gave birth to
musical legends whose
names are etched in eternal
country music granite: Hank
Williams, Roy Acuff, Earl
Scruggs, The Carter Family
and Bill Monroe. The same
region also gave us super-
stars like Dolly Parton,
Randy Travis, Ralph
Stanley, Loretta Lynn and
the group Alabama.

Dirt roads also sprung up
in those Blue Ridge hills,
and many a 13-year-old
learned to drive by running
shine and out-running the
law. Then shine drivers
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began racing with each
other on crude dirt tracks.
Little did the suits on Wall
Street know this was the
beginning of what would
come to be a sprawling
empire: NASCAR.

It comes as no surprise that
fans of races are fans of
country music, and vice
versa. The drivers and
singers traveled the same
narrow paved roads that
became interstates, supped
together and talked about
who won what race and
who played the fiddle on
which song. The same loyal
fans who cheered for Randy
Travis from Marshville,
N.C., cheered for Dale
Earnhardt from Kannapolis.
Lest we forget, the late,
great Marty Robbins owned
and actually drove a race

car at Daytona. Marty loved
the sport and he drove until
his heart would not allow
him to take the stress of the
oval track anymore.

It’s no wonder the world of
country music could barely
smile through a Grammy
night knowing that day the
great Intimidator, Dale
Earnhardt, was laid to rest.
Brooks & Dunn, extremely
close to Earnhardt, attended
the invitation-only memorial
in Charlotte where another
close friend, Alabama’s
Randy Owen, sang a tear-
ful goodbye, fulfilling a
family request for
“Goodbye (Kelly’s Song)”
and “Angels Among Us.”
Travis Tritt and Billy Ray
Cyrus openly grieved for
the loss of a friend. Hank
Williams Jr. compared
Earnhardt’s greatness to
that of his legendary father.
Willie Nelson recalled a
friendship that began when
they were both sponsored
by Wrangler. In Nashville,
Vince Gill and Steve
Wariner performed at the
Gaylord Entertainment
Center memorial that gave
fans an official place to
grieve. Almost 8,000 fans
turned out and stayed all day.
Entire families attended and
many brought their kids.

The races and the billion-
dollar NASCAR empire
will certainly continue, but
with much less gusto now
that the driver of car No. 3
has left the track.

PRAISING PAISLEY
Brad Paisley said he was
only joking when Buck
Owens asked him if there
was anything he could
do for Brad’s induction
into the Grand Ole Opry
in February.

“Yeah, you could loan me
the jacket you wore on the
cover of my favorite
album, Carnegie Hall
Concert,” Brad joked. The
night of his induction, Brad
was listening to Buck's
Carnegie Hall Concert
album backstage in his
dressing room when there
was a knock at the door.
There stood a rep from
Buck’s organization carrying
a box, delivered on Buck’s
own dime. Brad was
shocked to find it con-
tained the yellow rhine-
stone-studded jacket he’d
requested, freshly dry-
cleaned and hand-carried
to Music Ciry.

Brad Paisley is just the kind
of guy who would inspire
Buck to do what he did,
and compel a very busy
Travis Tritt to drop by the
Ryman and welcome Brad
to the Opry.

Brad
Paisley
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Brad Paisley is also the kind
of guy who would inspire me
to ask during a press conference,
“Are you saying your prayers
every night?” He is.

Brad’s Opry induction was
marvelous, as was the party
that followed across the
alley from the Ryman at
Jack’s Bar-B-Que. Jack, the
barbecue man himself, didn’t
make the party. He was out
delivering a barbecuce plate
to an area hospital for
another Opry star, Johnny
Russell, who was in with
complications from diabetes.

GARTH BACKSTAGE,
ONSTAGE AND
UPFRONT

One of my greatest pleasures
is hanging out with friends
and this one happens to be a
superstar. My friend Garth
Brooks came to Country
Radio Seminar to perform at
a luncheon. Garth told me
backstage that he doesn’t
plan to tour again, but he
never said he was through
recording. The man who has
sold 100 million records told
me he will continue to make
music. But in the middle of
recording an album, he says
he’s having trouble finding
great songs. Garth also told
me how much he loved living
in Nashville, but with his sep-
aration, he divides his time
between here and Oklahoma.
“That’s hard,” he confided.
Onstage, Garth is the most
incredible performer I've
ever seen. With just his guitar,
he had that audience in the
palm of his hand. Apologetic
for his weight gain, the
singer was dressed in a red
denim shirt over a gray cot-
ton shirt, a Chris LeDoux ball
cap, jeans and work boots.
“Can’t fit into my stage
attire,” he admirted.

Garth performed mini-versions
of his hits “Unanswered
Prayers,” “The River,” “The
Dance” and a comedic parody
of “Friends In Low Places”
about spicy food called
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“Pains” that had the audience
in stitches.

A VISIT WITH THE
SKAGGS FAMILY

Ricky Skaggs and Sharon
White have moved into their
new four-story house on the
highest hill in Sumner County
in nearby Hendersonville,
Tenn. Skaggs, who has his
own label, Skaggs Family
Records, tells me he makes
more money on his own inde-
pendent label than he ever
made on a major label.
Focusing altogether on a blue-
grass career, Skaggs brought
home a Grammy for his
gospel album Soldier Of The
Cross. Time sure flies. I have
to reach up to hug his daughter,
Molly Kate Skaggs, who
turned 17 this year. Seems like
yesterday when she was born
and Sharon took that baby
home from the hospital.
Lucas Buck, his middle name
in honor of Sharon’s dad
{Opry member Buck White),
is 12, and taller than his
mother. Yes, I toured the
Skaggs residence. Both
Ricky and Sharon have their
own bathroom, but they
have to share the double
sink. Pity. Sharon says she’s
been in the jacuzzi twice.
And when she looks out the
window at the view, it’s the
finest in Tennessee.

THE INSIDER

THERE GOES THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!

I hear Cledus T. Judd has just
purchased a pre-Civil War-era
house in Paulding County,
Ga., and has plans to refur-
bish the place. Wonder what
“Judd-to-be” neighbors Travis
Tritt and Mark Wills have to
say about the colorful comic
moving into their neck of the
woods? They love their coun-
try peace and quiet. Maybe
locks on the front gates
would be appropriate!

FAN FAIR 2001

This year’s Fan Fair will be held
for the first time on a four-day
weekend, June 14 - 17, with
performances each night at the
brand new Adelphia Coliseum,
home of the Tennessee Titans
football team. Fan Fair booths
will be set up at the air-condi-
tioned Convention Center
where artists will sign personal
autographs daily.

There’s been some question
about Fan Fair’s new pricing
system, which now offers a
range of rates, from $90 -
$115. In my opinion, Fan Fair
is still the most entertainment
you’ll ever get for your money.
It’s like attending any major
league sport — you pay a higher
price for a better view.

For the first time, the powers
that be in Nashville have joined
forces with the CMA to create

GOUGHCELERIITY PHOTO

the greatest country music show
on earth. Once you depart Fan
Fair 2001, it’s my opinion that
you will have enjoyed just that!
Like you, I loved the
Fairgrounds. But I think I’ll
love the new locations more.
See you there.

REBA’S RUN

Nobody in Nashville was sur-
prised at Reba McEntire’s per-
formance in Annie Get Your
Gun on Broadway, nor was
anyone surprised at her rave
reviews. We are talking about a
woman who as a young girl
held the bucket while her daddy
castrated the bull calves on
their Oklahoma ranch.

The rest of the story is that
young Reba would then wash
and clean the “mountain oys-
ters” then take them to the
house where her mama would
fry em up for a family meal.
Turn up your snobbish nose if
you will, but it’s called making
do, and it was a way of life.
Reba has just finished taping
her sitcom pilot, and now she’s
on the concert trail. She’s
geared to make whatever comes
along work. When she opens
her mouth, she’s still an Okie —
but she also knows a Versace
from a Calvin Klein. She’s never
gotten above her raising, and
now it’s paying off big time.

KEEN ON
ROBERT EARL

There are 20 million people in
Texas, and all those Lone Star
residents love music. Country
music. A band can forge a
decent living in Texas honky-
tonks, thanks to loyal follow-
ings. A lot of Texas acts are
considered local by outsiders,
but nothing could be further
from the truth. Robert Earl
Keen is such an act.

I saw him at Nashville’s 328
Performance Hall and watched
in awe as the youth of Music
City filled that venue to SRO
and lip-synched with him on
every song. Recently signed to
the newly formed Lost Highway
label, Robert got three encores



THE INSIDER

in this hard-nosed, spoiled, over-
entertained town.

Easygoing Robert talked to me
about full houses in San
Francisco, New Orleans,
Raleigh, Winston-Salem,
Knoxville, Fort Worth ... every-
where! He’s pleased to be part
of the Nashville recording biz.
The man don’t talk much
Most of all he likes to sing.
And he knows those kids pay
to hear him sing.

Tammy
Wynette 8

CARRYING

TAMMY'S TORCH
Nashville’s Ryman Auditorium
will be home to a new musical
based on the life of the leg-
endary First Lady of Country
Music, Tammy Wynette. Stand
By Your Man: The Tammy
Wynette Story will be produced
by Gaylord Entertainment as
part of the BellSouth series. The
show is set to run from Sept.
13 - Oct. 28. At press time,
they hadn’t found a singer for
the role. Hopefully they’ll find
someone who was as good a
match for Tammy as the won-
derful Mandy Barnett was for
Patsy Cline. There is no one
with the ache in her voice like
Tammy Wynette had. Nobody
but Tammy could love, hurt
and feel that much.

bandmate saw a parked ambu-

| the front of the hotel and

| meant no harm. I think back

i called. Back then, police ~ and

| VISITING

I must be the luckiest person in
town. Would you believe I was
invited to the privacy of Steve
and Caryn Wariner’s home?
Busy Caryn, overseeing the
remodeling and enlarging of
their beautiful residence, had
just gotten over painful knee
surgery. On my former visit,
Steve’s recording studio was
upstairs. Now he’s been busy
building a new one over the
three-car detached garage, out
of earshot of the main house.

I couldn’t help reminding the
Wariners that when Steve was
a tender 17, he made his
Opry debut playing bass with
Dottie West. “1 felt older,”
admitted Steve.

WHERE IS YOUR
SENSE OF HUMOR?

|
In my humble opinion, over- l

|
THE WARINERS l
|
|
|

reacting police caused all the
hullabaloa in Buffalo last year
for Tim McGraw and Kenny
Chesney. | know in my heart’s
heart that Kenny Chesney got
on that blooming horse and
rode off as a joke. McGraw and
Chesney are good guys and
meant to cause no trouble.
Down in Tallahassee in
February, Andy Griggs and a

lance in front of their motel. For
the heck of 1t, they jumped in,
drove around the block back to

parked it. They ended up getting
arrested for grand theft auto.
Griggs is a good boy and

to the time that Johnny Cash
bought a bunch of baby
chicks. We call them “bid-
dies” back home in North
Carolina’s Caswell County.
Well, Cash put the biddies on
the elevator of the very tall hotel
where he was staying and
touched the buton for every
floor. On each floor when the
elevator stopped, biddies walked
out the door and down the hall.
I don’t recall the law being

people — could take a joke. *
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‘Tall
Order

Darryl Worley, a 6’7" jack
of all trades, finally
becomes master of one.

ne humid June afternoon last year,
Darryl Worley felt he might not get a
second chance. So the Pyburn, Tenn.,

native decided to make the most of it.

Standing on the Fan Fair stage at the Tennessee State
Fairgrounds in Nashville, elated by the crowd’s warm recep-
tion after performing his debut DreamWorks single “When
You Need My Love,” he seized his opportunity.

“Folks, ’'m not sure ’m ever going to get the chance to
play for you again,” said Worley (who has since scored his
second Top 20 hit, “A Good Day To Run”). “So I’d like to
bring out a couple of special guests who are making their
first Fan Fair appearance, my parents.”

Tom and Bonnie Worley proudly joined their towering
6’7” son onstage, looked at each other and charmingly
bowed in unison. The audience loved it.

It was more than just a simple, satisfying family moment - it
was a meaningful and symbolic gesture of support. For there
was a time when Mr. Worley, a former paper mill worker
turned Methodist minister, wasn’t thrilled about his middle
son’s desire to become the next George Jones.

“My parents were pretty strict,” admits Worley, 36, of
his West Tennessee upbringing. “The tough part was
knowing what I wanted to do and getting Dad’s blessing.
He was one of the old-fashioned guys who believed you
should hang on to your regular check.”

Ironically, it was his father’s career switch that got
Worley and his two brothers interested in music in the first
place. “That was kind of a cool deal, because all of us boys
learned how to perform, play and sing in church,” Worley
explains. “That’s where it all started.”

He continued cultivating a musical sideline while studying
biology and chemistry at the University Of North Alabama.
Following graduation, he started a successful chemical business,
earning a significant paycheck supplying the Southeast paper
mills with microbicides, preservatives that eliminate bacteria
from wood chips used during the process of papermaking.

But while the money was rolling in, the satisfaction wasn’t.

“I hated my job,” says Worley, whose résumé also includes
work as a commercial fisherman, car salesman, biologist and
science teacher. “Eventually, Dad had a change of heart.

“He said, ‘If you’re as unhappy and miserable as you say you
are, go for it. Do this music thing while you’re still young.” ”

HORIZONS

He taught
school, sold cars
and started his
own chemical
business - but
Darryl Worley
finally gave in

to music's

siren song.

It was all the prompting Worley needed. He quit the next
day, eventually signing a $150-a-week song publishing deal
and supplementing his income with gigs in West Tennessee
honky-tonks. He eventually graduated to a better deal with
EMI Publishing and scored his DreamWorks contract when
he convinced label president James Stroud to fly to nearby
Savannah, Tenn., population 6,900, to watch him perform
at the local Moose Lodge.

“Stroud flew down in his big jet, and I didn’t know if
the runway at our airport was big enough for them to
land,” Worley recalls. “They were going to rent a car, but
there’s no car rental at the airport. So they asked an
attendant, ‘Do you know Darryl Worley?’ He said ‘Yeah,
I know Darryl. You can take my car.’ ”

The resulting album, Hard Rain Don’t Last, offers
more than Worley’s Haggard-and-Whitley blue-collar
heartache. It offers Worley the stage.

“That is my place in this world,” he says. “I read something
Merle Haggard wrote once that the stage was the place in the
world where he was most at peace. Now [ understand. I love
singing more than anything and hope I never have to stop.”

— Kerry Doole

MORFIC
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melley Kelley can remember when the San
s Francisco nightclub scene embraced every

kind of roots music except country. Bay
Area bohemians enthusiastically rallied behind traditional
forms of blues, swing, rockabilly, jazz and countless
other ethnic styles. But a solid, straightforward, honky-
tonk band was nowhere to be seen, or heard.

“It was taboo,” spouts Kelley (who adopted his fra-
grant stage name because it’s more memorable than his
given one, David). “The club owners thought no one
wanted to see a bunch of us peckerwoods onstage.”

That resistance was turned around by a raucous yet
reverent country band with the beefy name of Red Meat.
Led by three lIowa transplants, Red Meat found immedi-
ate San Fran support in the mid ’90s by serving up high-
calorie doses of barroom country music with their first
two albums, Meet Red Meat and 13.

“Someone who thinks they don’t like country music

HORIZONS

behind by Nashville’s current modern pop focus.

They also set themselves apart by their lineup, cruising
on the strength of the songwriting of singing guitarist-and-
bassist tandem Scott Young and Jill Olson. Kelley is the
rowdy toastmaster, spinning yarns and raising enough
ruckus to transform Red Meat’s audience into party animals.
Young is the reserved, stoic anchor of the group, while
Olson personifies the friendly girl-next-door.

“When we perform, I get everyone’s attention, then I
turn them over to Scott and Jill, who dazzle them with
their talent and their songs,” says Kelley, who cites The
Beat Farmer’s late Country Dick Montana as his prime
influence. “It works out pretty well.”

The fact that Young, Olson and Kelley grew up in
working-class towns in the lowa farm belt also lends an
authentic feel to Red Meat.

“Even though we’ve all been in California for a
while, we still feel like hayseeds a lot of the time,” Kelley sug-

Where’s the Beef®?

Honky-tonkers Red Meat dish out sizzling country fare

will be dragged to our show by a friend, and they’ll end
up having a great time,” the 40-something Kelley says.
“They’ll come up afterward and say, ‘You sure that’s
country music?’ I'll tell ’em, ‘Yeah, I'm sure. It’s just that
you’ve been listening to the wrong kind.” ”

It’s easy to hear why people stay: The six-piece band
puts a gleeful spin on the tight, propulsive sound of West
Coast stalwarts Buck Owens, Merle Haggard and
Dwight Yoakam. On its third and latest album, Alameda
County Line, Red Meat also branches into Western
swing, Willie Nelson-style country blues and nimble novelty
numbers that are clever rather than corny.

Produced by roots-rock veteran Dave Alvin, Red
Meat’s new collection aligns the band with a club-driven
country movement that includes such kindred spirits as
BR5-49 and The Derailers. Red Meat dishes out an
entertaining version of roadhouse country that attracts
young rockers, aging hipsters and older country fans left

gests. “Besides, I go back to Iowa once a year to keep my accent
correct and to breathe in the smell of the corn processing plants.
That keeps me in touch with my roots.”

The band, which also includes guitarist Michael
Montalto, pedal steel player Max Butler and drummer
Les James, underscores its love for traditional country by
dressing in stylish Western clothes and cowboy hats.

But don’t call them retro.

“That term weirds me out,” Kelley says, adding that just
because Red Meat plays classic-country music doesn’t mean
they’re old-fashioned. He cites recent albums by Merle
Haggard, Dolly Parton, George Jones and Johnny Cash when

talking about the sound that Red Meat emulates.

“Just because we’re 30 years younger doesn’t mean we
shouldn’t play the same kind of music as our heroes,”
Kelley says. “Why should it be a sin for younger musi-
cians to play real country music?”

— Michael McCall
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“There’s nothing wrong with me.”

Uh-oh. Johnny Cash is spitting in the face of mortality again, his reso-
nant baritone as commanding as ever, his words carrying Mack-truck
authority. The legendary Man in Black is digging in his heels of defi-
ance once more time.
He has survived so many batties and close calls throughout
his 69 years that the cumulative effect has enhanced his
mythical reputation as an indestructible cross-
cultural icon.
His latest skirmish with ill health occurred only
weeks after this interview. On February 11, Cash
was airlifted from the Jamaican hideaway he
shares with wife June to Nashville’s Baptist
Hospital to treat his fourth bout with pneumonia
in three years. Unlike his 1999 battle, this hos-
pital stay was relatively short, and Cash was
comfortably back at his home on Old Hickory
Lake, north of Nashville, just hours hefore
finding out he’d won his 11th Grammy Award.

By Jim Patterson

Today, however, on a more distant,
Jamaican shore, Cash is up early and
sounding chipper, soaking up the thera-
peutic effects of a tropical, sunny, 75-degree
morning, with the cool Atlantic Ocean breeze
blowing through his window. He outlines his
daily activities.

lth [ ]
J O h n ny “I'm up every morning at five. | get up and
make the coffee before everybody else gets up

C aS h : in the house. | sit in the breakfast room and | do
A a lot of peaceful, calm, very beautiful, early
morning reading. Then June gets up and we’ll

watch the morning news.
“After breakfast, we’ll jump in the golf cart and go
all the way to the sea. We’ll sit down there on the
beach for awhile.”
Even when he’s relaxing, Cash’s creative flow
: doesn’t stop.

“Usually late morning, I’'ll do a little work on my songs,”
he says. “After dinner, and after we watch a little television,

I’ll work on a song some more.”
it’s clear that Cash is no longer sweating the small stuff. This
leisurely lifestyle is agreeing with him. He slowed down in 1997, after

being hospitalized and diagnosed with Shy-Drager syndrome, a progres-
sive disease similar to Parkinson’s that attacks the central nervous system.
Since then, Cash has learned doctors misdiagnosed his condition.
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“My doctor told me a year ago, ‘I have
talked to the Vanderbilt specialist, and 1
have decided on my own that you do not
have Shy-Drager syndrome,” ” he reveals.
“ “If you’d had it, you’d be dead by now.
You’re getting better, obviously.’

“I denied I had that disease all along.
God wasn’t going to let me die with
something that sounds that nasty.”

Cash was told that he was instead
suffering from autonomic neuropathy,
a nervous disorder that weakens pneu-
monia resistance.

It made sense — in 1999, it was pneu-
monia that nearly killed him. He fell into
a coma for 12 days. His faith and his
family pulled him through.

“When I was dying in the hospital, and
I got well by the grace of God, it was a
miracle that saved me,” he says. “My doc-
tor had been by my bedside, and she said
that she prayed God would take over,
bring me back and not let me die. She told
God she had done everything she could.

“But she was there all night long. A lot
of my loved ones were there — June, of
course — and they laid hands on me.

“When I woke up from the coma, I sat
up in bed and asked for a cup of coffee.
Everybody was crying, thanking God
that I was alive.”

ash has suffered three bouts of

Cpneumonia since then. But he

wasn’t prevented from recording
American 111: Solitary Man last ycar.

“That really took a toll on me and my
lungs and vocal cords,” says Cash,
noting his trademark voice is a little thin-
ner and a touch more frail on the album’s
songs. Despite illness, Cash has been on
something of a hot streak. Aside from his
Grammy victory, his seminal albums
Folsom Prison Blues and Live At San
Quentin have been repackaged and
remastered as part of Sony’s respected
Legacy series. Last year, Cash oversaw a
Sony trilogy compilation, Love, God,
Murder, that not only received rave
reviews but also sold well.

He has been making guest appearances
on everything from wife June’s critically
lauded CD Press On and Rodney Crowell’s
acclaimed The Houston Kid to contempo-
rary trio Trick Pony’s eponymous debut. In
addition, his 1956 Sun recording of
“Folsom Prison Blues” was inducted into
the 2001 Grammy Hall Of Fame,
American 1II: Solitary Man has been nom-
inated for ACM Album of the Year.

— 2 %

Cash escaped a poverty-stricken
childhood in Arkansas.

After serving a stint in the U.S. Air
Force (above) Cash began a recording
career as seen here performing
“Folson Prison Blues” in 1968.

LES LEVERETT COLLECTION

Born John R. Cash in Kingsland, Ark.,
on February 26, 1932, the fourth child of
Ray and Carrie Cash grew up impover-
ished during the Great Depression. As a
youth he worked in cotton fields. His older
brother, Jack, was killed in a sawmill acci-
dent when Johnny was only 12.

Cash first sang on the local radio station
in Blytheville, Ark., during his high
school years. He joined the U.S. Air Force
when the Korean War began, and spent
four years as a military cryptographer in
Germany. Cash has said his love of coun-
try music helped him deal with his loneli-
ness in the military.

Loneliness also inspired “Folsom Prison
Blues,” his early classic about a prisoner
tortured by time as he sits in his cell.
Although he writes his material
more from imagination than
experience, Cash says he
always aims for the heart.

“It’s touching emo-
tions and reaching
people’s hearts and
guts,” Cash explains.
“And saying some-
thing that makes
them say, ‘Hey,
I'm glad you
said that, because
that’s the way I
feel.” It’s all about
feelings with me.”

After returning to
Memphis from the
Air Force in 1954,
Cash toiled as an appli-
ance salesman but had his
sights on local label Sun
Records as a ticket to a music
career. Sun Records already
boasted an impressive roster including
Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins, Roy
Orbison and Elvis Presley.

Cash thought they could use a gospel
singer, and presented himself as such.
After that failed, he finally hooked Sun
Records founder Sam Phillips’ interest
with his own rockabilly number, “Hey
Porter,” and Cash had a deal. It was the
single’s B side, “Cry, Cry, Cry,” that
struck first. It cracked the Top 20 in
1955, and a star was born.

Cash stood out because of his dark-
ness and maturity. His distinctive vocals
found favor with a huge audience, and
helped him score his first No. 1, “I Walk
The Line,” which also crossed over to the
pop charts, in 1956.

Over the next decade, the Cash
legend grew immeasurably. Memorable
songs ranging from “’lennessee Flat-Top
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JOHNNY CASH

Box” and “Ring Of Fire” through “The
Ballad Of Ira Hayes” and the novel tune
“A Boy Named Sue” transformed him
into a country icon. When he got his own
ABC-TV variety series, The Johnny Cash
Show, in 1969, he vaulted into main-
stream superstardom.

But as Cash’ popularity grew, his per-
sonal life suffered. An on-and-off addiction
to amphetamines and painkillers dogged
him in the ’50s and ’60s, while his stormy
marriage to Vivian Liberto ended in 1966.

His personal life stabilized two years later
when he married singer June Carter. She was
his muse and his soulmate, and she eventu-
ally helped him kick his bad habits for good.

But by the early 1970s, Cash found his
chart success running hot and cold, and by
the 80s he was struggling. After the super-
star collaboration with Willie Nelson,
Waylon Jennings and Kris Kristofferson -
The Highwaymen — had run its course, he
was dropped by Columbia.

Recording success eluded him until 1994,
when he found a new lease on his artistic lifc
by teaming up with an unexpected ally.
Producer Rick Rubin had forged his cutting-
edge reputation by producing such rap and
rock acts as Beastie Boys. Slaver and The
Cult. The first collaboration, American




Cash’s wife,
June Carter
Cash, helped
him kick his
bad habits and
develop
healthier ones.

Recordings — named after Rubin’s imprint —
marked a dramatic change in Cash’s style,
but the rough-hewn beauty of his narrative
presence against an acoustic guitar backdrop
proved irresistible. Cash, reborn, won a
Grammy for his efforts and went on to
release the Grammy-winning Urnchained and
then American 11I: Solitary Man and VHI:
Storytellers with Willie Nelson on American.

“Rick presents me with 40 or 50 songs,”
Cash says. “T’ll be very objective if I can, but
the songs I think I might like to try, I play for
other people, June especially, and my son
John Carter. I put really careful consideration
on every song that Rick Rubin sends me. I
trust him to not lead me wrong. But the thing

-

about it is, he trusts my final decision.

“We’ve worked that way for the last
three albums, and we’re working that way
again for American [V.”

has discovered the rewards of inde-

pendence. For instance, he never
would have recorded the American 111
standout “Mercy Seat” if he’d been worried
about airplay. “Mercy Seat,” written by
Nick Cave, is set in a prison — more accu-
rately, a prisoner’s mind. The narrator is
being executed in an electric chair, and his
mind races with explanations, protestations
of innocence, panic and gory details. I think
iy face is melting, Cash sings at one point.

“I wouldn’t be so presumptuous to say
that my music can change the country, you
know?” he says. “I thought ‘Mercy Seat’
was a chilling, shall we say, verdict against
the death penalty. Tennessee just executed a
man |Robert Glen Coe]. And Texas 1is
killing them every so often.

“I wont make a stand either way. I just
wanted to call atrention to some of the heart-
felt gut emotions that come along with it.”

But Cash has always written and identi-
fied with the downtrodden, which is evi-
dent through his music sung for the under-
dog. He has always related to the common

N o longer chasing radio trends, Cash

N

Feel the silky, gentle touch of new Cottonelle® toilet paper
with Aloe & E. Same confident clean, now with

an extraordinarily gentle feel.

man, regardless of race, religion, creed,
economics or controversy. He has helped us
to consider certain issues without being
judgmental. It’s one of Cash’s distinctive
gifts that makes him original.

“I've never tried to copy anybody else.
Never will,” Cash says, clearing his
throat. “If I hear a song that another artist
has had a big hit with, if [ feel like I can’t
bring any of my individuality and my own
feelings and emotions to that song, then |
won'’t record it.”

Even though he has sold over 50 million
records, earned a berth in both the Rock ’n’
Roll and Country Music Halls Of Fame,
and won countless awards, Johnny Cash
isn’t ready to retire. He likes the terms of
his partnership with Rubin, and he intends
to honor it until he draws his last breath.

“I don’t have a budget for recording,”
Cash said. “Nobody ever brings a clock
into the studio. It’s much like it was in my
early days, when we went in there until we
had it, and it didn’t matter how long it
took or how much money.

“So, as long as I’ve got that situation,
and Rick and I are both comfortable with
it, [ don’t ever intend to quit. Rick told me
that I have a standing order for one album
after another, unending.

“Until ’m not able to record anymore.”*
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is Tim McGraw. Even if you are
the hottest male country star of

*TAYYRXINY XX Things change. Even if your name

Ringmaster

the new millennium. Even if you

Tim McGraw have a picture-perfect marriage. Even if

jumps

you are the parent of two healthy, beauti-
ful children. Even if you are perceived to

through have the ideal existence.

Even if all those things are true, cer-

the hoops of tain other things are beyond your con-

trol. Life doesn’t discriminate when

his Changing handing out surprises.

times

Or as the 35-year-old Louisiana native
himself succinctly states, “God’s always

y 2 dE" 4B &b ¢ going to knock you upside the head.”
m
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Consider this: Tim, wife Faith Hill
and daughters Gracie and Maggie
are driving along in the family truck
on a beautiful sunny afternoon.
They’re on the way to Leiper’s Fork

to check out some property just

south of Nashville that they may

want to purchase. Driver McGraw is cruising down a back
road, cell phone to his ear, nonchalantly discussing his new
album Set This Circus Down and its controversial song
“Things Change.”

Suddenly his conversation is interrupted by a disturbing sight.

“Oh God, hold on!” he cries. “Somebody just ran over a dog —
right here in front of us!”

Instantly, McGraw pulls his truck over. He and Hill jump out,
joined by their kids, and rush to the stricken canine’s side.

“Here, puppy,” he whispers tenderly so as not to upset his
toddlers. He looks over at his concerned wife. “God, he’s really
hurt. He’s going to bite me if I get close.”

As McGraw tries to comfort the dying animal ~ whispering,
“It’s okay, baby, it’s okay” — Hill runs up
a driveway in an attempt to locate the
dog’s owners. She finds a neighbor and
learns that the pet belongs to absent
homeowners next door.

“This is awful,” McGraw exclaims, his
voice filled with distress and anger. “I
can’t believe that truck didn’t stop. I feel
like chasin’ them down.”

Just after country music’s supercouple
helps a neighbor move the lifeless dog
onto its owners’ lawn, McGraw gets his
wish. The red pickup responsible for the
hit-and-run zooms by, now going in the
opposite direction. McGraw hustles Hill
and his children back into the truck, guns
the engine and eventually catches up with
the perpetrators — and confronts them.

“They said they didn’t do it,” reports
McGraw later, a remnant trace of disgust
sticking in his words. “But they did. They
ran over it. Then they sort of copped to it.
They said, “Well, if we did do it, we couldn’t
do anything about it.’ I told them they
could have stopped, looked after it and
apologized to the owner. But they got all
rednecked-up and weren’t going to say anything. So I left.”

That’s Tim McGraw for you: concerned citizen, loving
father, sensitive husband ... and like the rest of us, powerless to
prevent tragedy. Even the loftiest of stars are occasionally
jerked down to earth.

McGraw is the first to concede his mortality.

“We’re reminded of it every time we pull into the gates of our
home,” he says, speaking on behalf of his wife, who happens to
be country music’s hottest female star. “Once we’re there, we’re
mommy and daddy. That’s pretty much it.”

Burt outside those gates and in the public eye, they’re Faith Hill
and Tim <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>