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Letters

Grand old flag, who's that with Wilina Lee, great Gary Morris, kibitzing with Kip, concert corral, back to

-
basics, M-M-M-Merle, and the sweet sound of steel. All from vou readers.

N

People by Hazel Smith
Don Williams gets the real thing, Cash gets jailed. Stuart gets signed, Dave Rowland and Shelly West get
hitched (not to each other) and Tootsie’s gets saved. Plus other tidbits on topies galore.,

Twenty Questions with Bill Anderson by Michael Bane
Whisperin® Bill speaks up on his many careers, today's songwriters, changes in Nashville and the general
state of country music.

On the Road with Alabama by Bob Allen

Bob Allen caught up with the supergroup after their performance at the Greek Theater in Hollywood. What
he found was four men, happy with their unequalled success, with no intention of siowing down.

Country Bands Come of Age by Kip Kirby

Alabama may be the superstars among country bands today, but there are others waiting to join them. Kip
Kirby profiles five bands on the verge: Exile, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Sawyer Brown, Restless Heart and
Southern Pacific.

Loretta Lynn: Home Is Where the Heart Is by Bob Allen

Loretta’s unique personality: she's loyal to herself, her family and her past. A new home, a new album, a
new book and new songs are all ways, for her, of carrving on.

Kathy Mattea Can’t Complain by Bob Allen

A little luck and lots of talent have brought Kathy Mattea to the spotlight. Her success has made her a
singer to watch,

Record Reviews

New albums from veterans Loretta Lynn, George Jones and Bill Monroe. Plus The Bellamys, Rosanne
Cash, The Judds and more.

Buried Treasures by Rich Kienzle

Columbia comes out with Historie Editions of Roy Acuff, Floyd Tillman and the Maddox Brothers & Rose.
Plus notes on Jimmy C. Newman, Wesley Tuttle, George Long and Grand Ole Opry Transcriptions.

Essential Collector by Rich Kienzle

Tex Williams, Wanda Jackson and the Bluegrass Hall of Fame are this month’s “musts” for country fans and
collectors
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fie most exgiting thing that's ever
happened to Ghristmas

Alabama’s first Christmas
album is not just another
Christmas album...

It’s a personal Christmas card
containing:

Nine new songs plus
*“Christmas In Dixie”’.

Lyrics to all ten songs inside a

beautiful fold-open album cover
also included in the cassette and R
compact disc packages. :

Plus candid Christmas pictures
of Alabama.

The perfect gift for that special music lover. Plus..

MY HOME’S IN
ALABAMA FEELS SO RIGHT MOUNTAIN MUSIC THE CLOSER YOU GET
Includes: Includes: Includes: Includes:
“Tennessee River” *‘0ld Flame” “‘Take Me Down’’ “Dixieland Delight’’
“Why Lady Why”’ *‘Close Enough To Perfect” ““Lady Down On Love”

*‘Love In The First Degree”’
| ;«.‘ - &%

LA/

AHL1/AHK1-3930
i
: L’L L
A
\

AHL1/AHK1-4939 AHL1/AHK1-5339

opend your Ghristmas with ALABAMA — — ren

AHL1/AHK1-3644 T HUT7AHK 1 -2663

ROLL ON

Includes:

“‘When We Make Love’’

“If You’re Gonna Play In Texas”’
“(There’s A) Fire In The Night’*

40 HOUR WEEK
Includes:
§ “‘There’s No Way”’
‘40 Hour Week”’
‘“‘Can’t Keep A Good Man Down”




Letters

No Album for Farmers

In response to Phoebe Allen's letter
about an album for farmers, in the July
August issue, 1 believe she has a super-
great idea. If the farmers have prob-
lems, everyone has problems. Food
comes from the farms.

I dabble in poetry and have a few
poemis that could be lyries for the al-
bum. Do [ have any offers from Music
Row to write the music for them?

Alene L. Carroll

Rose Haven, Maryvland

There 1cill be no live album of Farm

Aid. due to complications of carions

kinds, so the door is still wide open on
this project. Any takers!—Ed.

[ second the idea about making an al-
bum on farmers. After all, they have
sung about evervthing else, from trucks
to trains, from prison to pains, but
vou've never heard one about the man
that keeps the world fed and clothed.
Ask Johnny Cash—if anvone can get
the message across, it would be him.
And he’s not afraid to go against all
oclds to stand up for what is right.
Farmers, as American as apple pie. |
ought to know. I am one.
David Curtis
Brighton, Tennessee
The world heard quite a few songs about
American farmers at Farm Aid—in-
cluding Johnny Cash’s sure-to-be imn-
mortal rvendition of “Old MacDonald”
and Bob Dylan’s “I Ain’t Gonna Work
on Maggie’s Farm No More.” Not to
mention Merle Haggard’s “Anber
Waves of Grain”—all proceeds from
sales of that single repoitedly go to the
Farm Crisis Committee—Charlie Dan-
iels’ “American Farmey” and Charley
Pride’s “Down on the Farm.” Anyone
ready to put thent all on one album?
—Ed.

In response to the letter about country
music singers making a record for the
American farmer, this farmer doesn’t
want charity although the act would be
appreciated. If country musie fans real-
lv want to help out the tarmer, they can
go to their local grocery store and buy
some hamburger, cornflakes and other
produce grown in the U.S.A. The thing
that put the farmers where they are
now is bovcotts. Instead of spending

nine or ten dollars on a record, why not

get some pork chops. which will not only

meet a person’s need for food but also
help an American farmer.

Katie Lewman

Greenfield, Indiana

Willie and the American Flag

[ have a son—he had to go to Vietnam.
That is something that will never be out
of his mind nor mine. The last thing I
told him when he left was, “It is kill or
be killed.” I am bitter about it, but that
still doesn’t give me the right to show
disrespect to the flag of the United
States of America. You may ask, why
do we flv it anvway? That flag is vour
ticket to freedom. and if it ever quits
flving, Mr. John Q. Public. vou have
plenty to worry about.

So, Mr. Barnard. please, the next
time a national holiday comes. and you
decide to put the flag on the cover of
vour magazine, let it be aloft and flow-
ing free, not wrapped around someone's
head. Aren't you proud to be an Ameri-
can? I am, and also proud to be a coun-
try music fan.

Print it if vou dare.

Doris Spillman
Hoxile, Kansas

I wish to vehemently protest the July
August cover picture of Willie Nelson
descerating our flag by wearing it for a

sweatband. Any patriotic American
would or should know better than to
desecrate our flag in such a manner.
Willie apparently does not. He couldn’t
even sing the National Anthem for
President Carter as he didn’t know the
words. [ personally would not walk
across the street to hear Willie sing if
they paicd me, because [ don’t think he
can sing. But yvou people should know
better than to print such a disgusting
picture on the cover of such a great
magazine. | am going to give vou a
choice, either print an apology to all
patriotic Americans or cancel my sub-
seription to Country Music Magazine.
And, sir. I do love vour magazine and
would surely miss it.
Richard Estep, USAF Ret.
Dateland, Avrizona
C'won, Doris. C'mon Richard. We
share your views: I'm sure Willie does,
too. But. does anyone seriously think
Willie Nelson is unpatriotic or disre-
spectful of the tlag? That is a bandana
on his head. not « flag. Just like the
Hag-style shoulder patches your local
policeman wears—they are shoulder
patches. not flags. Let's be patriotic—
not sanctimonions.—KEd.

Say It With Feeling

The article on Willie’s Pienic brought
tears to my ears. [t expresses more
than just an opinion. It expresses feel-
ings, feelings a lot of people can relate
to. Michael Bane is one heck of a writer.

Country Music Magazine is like a ray
of sunshine. It brightens my day each
time [ pick up one, even if [ only have
time to look at the cover.

I have been a fan of Waylon and Wil-
lie’s for over twelve vears. Their music
has had such a big effect on my life. |
Jjust can’t remember the musie I listened
to before Waylon and Willie.

Tena Hale
Maryville, Tennessce

Wahoo, Waylon
It is so rewarding to read in vour maga-
zine that so many of the country stars
are kicking the habit of drugs and alco-
hol. T am a former Substance Abuse
Director in a county jail system and also
an ex-drunk. I know how much better
vou can do things sober.

[ was extremely grateful to hear

CoUNTRY Music 3
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Wayvlon Jennings was off the stuff. I
met Wayvlon at Unecle Pat and Aunt
Pattsy’s house in 1959 when he was a
disc jockey on KTEN in Lubbock, Tex-
as. Hang in there, Waylon, it gets much
better sober—and to everyone else who
has got that monkey off their back.
John Avnes
Oak Dale, California

My daughters and I got to meet Waylon
Jennings and Jessi Colter backstage in
Vegas when they were there in June. |
talked to Jessi for awhile when Wayvlon
was on stage, and ['ve just got to tell all
her other fans what a marvelous lady
she is. I know ['ve never met a warmer
or nicer person.

Also got to meet Waylon after his
show and he was very polite and
straight. He's been my favorite since
Honky Tonk Heroes, and I've followed
his carcer through all the ups and
downs. He and Jessi put on good shows
both at Vegas in June and at Tahoe in
May. We traveled almost 600 miles one
way just to see the show in Vegas.
That's what I think of their shows!

Waylon admits he’s had a problem but
got to give him credit, he's pulling out of
it beautifully. I'm sure others have
stuck by him as I have, and mayvbe we
should now refer to him as “New Way-
lon” instead of “Ole Waylon.” [ just
drove 50 miles in 100° weather to buy
his new album, and it sounds like Ole
Waylon, which is to say, it’s great! He's
cleaned up his act, and he couldn’t have
a better partner than his lovely wife,
Jessi. I, for one, will always be a fan of
both. So hang in there, Waylon, vour
fans love vou and we're all pulling for
vou!

Betty Seott
Camino. California

[ am looking forward to a good inter-
view with Wayvlon. Waylon is an excel-
lent entertainer, and [ have never been
disappointed in any performance that I
have seen, either in concert or on TV.

Wayvlon is the only one I have ever
seen in concert. There are only a few
others I would ever want to see on
stage. Johnny Cash and Kris Kristoffer-
son are two of them. I've seen Waylon
this vear, twice, so far, once in San
Carlos, California, at the Circle Star
Theatre and once in Salinas at Sher-
wood Hall. There wasn't a closer person
to Wayvlon in the audience at Salinas
than myself—front center, about 10 feet
away. | could see everything and get
great pictures. The man put on a great
show!

In the Highwawyman review in the
July/August issue, no one mentioned
the Dam Builder—Waylon. “They have
the highwayvman, and the sailor and
then Johnny Cash, space pilot. Flying
his Starship.” I'm sure it was just a slip.

Patrick Carr and Michael Bane did men-
tion that Johnny was “weird” and Kris
was ‘“comatose,” which [ totally dis-
agree with. Last, but not least, “Hey,
nobody ever told Wayvlon he had to
sing—all he ever had to do was grunt.”
I guess they’ve never listened to the
variety of music he’s played in the past.
Too bad. 'cause personally I think he’s
the best . . . but it's only my opinion.

[ am glad to hear Waylon is getting
his life straight. for his own sake. As
long as he will continue to perform, I'll
go and see him.

Christi Underwood
Scotts Valley, California
The interview is coming soon.—Ed.

R a s o _,’}'
The Man in Black autographs outside
Radio City Music Hall.

Big John Cash

As an avid reader of vour magazine,
['ve noticed that vou folks at Country
Music take a particular liking to Johnny
Cash. This is fine, because if anyvone
deserves to be liked, it’s Johnny Cash.
The man is remarkable, to say the least.
He faces every problem which arises
before him, and manages to win battle
after battle. He's the John Wayne of
country musie.

I've been a Johnny Cash fan since |
was nine vears old—I'm twenty-six
now—and have about 130 Johnny Cash
albums in my record collection. [ also
got the opportunity to attend twelve
Johnny Cash concerts. Three shows
which I'll never forget were at Radio
City Musie Hall on February 8 through
February 10, 1985. I attended all three
of the Johnny Cash/Waylon Jennings
concerts, and actually met the man him-
self all three nights prior to the shows.
Those were the three best days of my
life. Although temperatures were below
freezing. this did not deter the Man in
Black from signing autographs. Not
only is Johnny Cash a legend, he is a
great human being, which is even more
important.

Louis Lombardi
Glendale, New York




Desperados Writing a Review
Dear Mr. Barnard, Patrick and Michael,

You did one terrific job in that review of

Highwayman in Record Reviews in the
July/August issue. It's time someone
spoke loud and clear about the wonder-
ful artists and composers we used to
hear. I love your word "sludge.”

For several years I've thought and
talked as you have, but not so eloquent-
lv! I've sent letters to broadcasting stu-
dios, but fewer and fewer country clas-
sics are plaved. I hope vour dialogue
will be read by every disc jockey, pro-
ducer and broadcasting owner in our
land.

I appreciate and enjoy Johnny Cash.
My name for him is Charismatic Giant.
He holds his concert audiences in the
palm of his hand. I think of the poignan-
cy in so many of his own compositions in
particular. His voice is great and so
clear that we get every word. His songs
are terrific; they can be tender; they can
be gripping stories of patriotism, of In-
dians, of trains and rivers, of happiness
and of love. I think of “Ragged Old
Flag,” “These Hands,” “Pickin’ Time,”
“The Baron,” “Forty Shades of Green,”
“America,” “The Big Battle,” “Lorena.”
and more by the score, literally! He is
the greatest of storytellers—undoubted-
ly his son, John Carter, has had a ball.

I'd like to turn back time, but, in-
stead, I just keep on turning the radio
dial, and then I just turn it “Oft.”

Three cheers for Highwayman and
for Classic Country. Thank vou again.

Mrs. LaMoyne Harlan

Claremont, California |

Tom T. Terrific

I just had to sit down and write this
note before ['ve even finished the article
on Tom T. Hall in vour Julv/August is-
sue. That man is fantastic and he has
more fans than he realizes. | am a local
singer and songwriter and can really
identify with Tom when he savs he
hates meetings and business and that
he’s not happy doing anything else be-
sides being creative. I too like to see
something happen when 1 work and
have not found that kind of satisfaction
in anything but music, even though it
makes it difficult to earn a living so |
can keep on writing and singing. And |
thought I was an odd bird. Glad to hear
I’'m not s0 abnormal.

Please do not print my name. [ get
enough grief from friends and family
about not meeting my responsibilities as
a mature, responsible adult. They call
my singing “playing.” They say grow
up. If they saw this, they’d never let up
on me.

Name Withheld

I't. Pierce, Florida

Ordinarily we don’t print letters with
names withheld. This time, we decided
to, tn honor of all would-be, struggling

songuwriters who, like you, may be hav-
ing identity problems.—Ed.

The interview with Tom T. Hall was one
[ really enjoyed. For those of you who
have not had the opportunity to read
Tom T.'s book about Nashville—you are
missing a chance to gain a lot of insight
into the Nashville scene during the
1960’s and 1970’s. | reully enjoyed the
book, and | have admired Tom T.’s tal-
ent for quite a few vears.

Tom’s thoughts about how the Opry
should be handled were right on target.
The Opry should not be “For Sale” to
the highest bidder—ewver. It is truly an
art form, and country music fans should
try and get legislation passed to insure
that this is recognized and that it is
financed accordingly. Perhaps this mag-
azine could spearhead a campaign to ac-
complish this.

Virginia L. Engh
Silvis, Illinois
The Ryman is being preseved as a lis-
toric landmark—we’re in favor of that.
The living Opry out at Opryland seems
to be in good hands. It's both an art
Jorm and a business. Glad you liked the
iiterview. For others who asked, Tom
T.’s two books. The Storyteller’'s Naush-
ville and The Laughing Man of Wood-
mont Cove, both published by Double-
day. are out of print. CMSA members
can try for a copy through the Informa-
tion, Please colwmn of the Newsletter,
or check yowr local libvary.—Ed.

The Governor and the Lady

I would like to call your attention to the
picture of Wilma Lee Cooper in People
in your July/August issue, captioned
“Wilma Lee Cooper and Tennessee Gov-
ernor Lamar Alexander took to the
streets on Mule Day.” This is not Gover-

nor Lamar Alexander. It is Mayor Dick-
ie Fulton of Nashville, who is a candi-

The real Gov—this is the man we
should have pictured in our July/Au-
gust issue with Wilma Lee.

date for Governor of Tennessee. My
hope is that Wilma Lee really spent her
time with the present governor, as she
is quoted. She will really be embar-
rassed if she finds out she was with
Mayor Fulton.
Ruth B. White
Madison, Tennessee
Our apologies to everyone except the
mule. The Governor’s office laughed at
us when we called up to confess to theimn.
They’'d seen the mislabeled photo also.—
Ed.

A Pearl of a Girl
Thank you so much for the article on
Minnie Pearl in the July/August issue. 1
wish it had gone a little further, though.
Does she have a fan club, and does she
answer her letters personally? I'm in-
terested because in the early 1950's I
lived in tne same town as her mother,
near Grinders Switch, Tennessee. Also
my father was a blacksmith, and he did
work for her brother-in-law.
Jean Reed

Jasper, Alabama
Minnie Pearl answers her mail person-
ally. To reach her, write The Minnie
Pearl Musewm, 1500 Division Street,
Nashville, Tennessee 37203.—Ed.

The Mighty Morris

Thank you so much for the Gary Morris
pictures, especially the full-page color,
and the fine story by Helen Barnard in
the July/August issue. | belong to his
fan club. Also a daughter and three
grandchildren belong—each have their
own membership.

How about something just as good on
Razzy Bailey again? Counfry Music
brought Razzy to my attention in 1981.
And how about Slim Whitman and a
boost fou his son Byron? They are great.

I love country music because there is
room for the older singers too, but they
don't get the promotion they've earned.
I love so many of the older singers, and
I buy their records. 1 love to read rec-
ord reviews.

Elsie Kolonich

Holt, Michigan
Do you have a good source for the older
singers’ records? Many readers have
asked us.—Ed.

My, Morris has a gift in his voice. When
he sings or 1 see him on videos, it just
makes me want to get the answer Lo one
question. Where was he before [ got
married? And he’s even a born and bred
Texan. Help, how do I find him?
By the way, I'm not crazy. Just a
country girl.
L. T. Clark
Lorena, Texas
For you and others who have asked,
Gary’s fan club address is: GMIC, clo
Betty Urbanek, 607 West Chioch Drive,
Sugarland. Texas 77478.
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Video Janie
I'm an avid fan of Janie Fricke, and I
really enjoved yowur article about the
video she has made of my favorite song,
“The First Word in Memory is Me.” |
love her style as well as her voice.
Nancy Collins
Petersburg, Virginia

Kip’s Corner

I would like to congratulate Kip Kirby
for the great write-up on Johnny Rodri-
guez’ Full Circle album in the July/Au-
gust issue. Full Circle is definitely not
going to set on many shelves, unsold,
under “R.” T think it’s a great album—
his best in years—and I'm glad Kip
wrote it up like she did!

It was also a shocker to open the July/
August Newsletter and see myself look-
ing back at me.

Kay Walker

Lawndale, lllinois

Fans and stavs at concerts across the

country were featured in the July Au-

gust Newsletter. Kay and Johnny Ro-

driguez were amonyg those pictiured.—
Ed.

In his July/August review of Full Cir-
cle, Kip Kirby captured the true essence
and appeal of the album and the enter-
tainer. To those who would ignore the
album and Johnny because of Johnny's
past personal problems, remember, en-
tertainers give us the gift of their tal-
ent; we should not expect them to give
us body and soul.
Rita Hayden
Mulberry, Kansas
Her review . . . that's Ms. Kirby. Did
you catch the feature on Johnny in the
September/October issue!—Ed.

I applaud your magazine for giving
space to today’s young performers.
That’s why I especially enjoyed Kip Kir-
by's review of Restless Heart in the
July/August issue. This is the only al-
bum ['ve bought this year, and Kip
knows what she’s talking about when
she writes of the band’s excellent musi-
cianship and tight harmonies. But I
wonder if she knows that one of the
members of the group, Paul Gregg, has
a brother in another up and coming
group from Nashville—and Kip, if yvou
like Restless Heart, you're going to love
The Tennessee River Boys!
Amy Tansey
Cincinnati, Ohio
For more on Restless Heart and today’s

hands, see “‘Country Bands Come of

Age,” also by Ms. Kirby, in this issue.—
Ed.

On the Road Again

.. . with Shelly and David

While I was in Branson, Missouri, this
July, at Roy Clark’s theater, I was
lucky to see two very nice people—
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Kip and Dolly—Kip's on the left.

Shelly West and David Frizzell. They

sure did put on a good show. Also they

came out after the show and talked to

the people—just as if they were one of
us.

Mary Browning

Gurden City, Kansas

.. . with Tammy Wynette

This past June [ had the pleasure of
seeing Tammy Wynette at Indian
Ranch in Webster, Massachusetts.
Tammy has been my ultimate favorite
for many years. I have 27 of her records
and eight of her with “the possum,”
George Jones.

Several years ago, we had seen
Tammy at Oakdale Theater in Connecti-
cut with The Oak Ridge Boys. That
shew was also good, but very formal
compared to the Indian Ranch show.
She changed clothes six times during
the Indian Ranch shows! Excellent.

Sylvia E. Sefton
Granby, Massachusefts

. .. with Atlanta

Atlanta performed at our county fair in
July, and I think they are a fabulous
group of entertainers. They are not only
fantastic artists but a great bunch of

Dressed to the nine's—Tammy Wynette, |,

friendly and warm people. [ recommend

their show to everyone, and [ guarantee
vou'll find their music excellent.

Tim O’Dell

Elkhart, Indiana

.. . with George Strait
The George Strait concert at “Starfest”
in Dallas on July 15 was great. George
sang all the songs [ was hoping to hear,
from “Unwound” to “The Fireman.”
The new songs were beautiful. I'd heard
one at Fan Fair, but hadn’t heard
“Something Special” before. It was
pleasant to hear George's version of a
couple of classics, too. The concert was
sold out, naturally, and the crowd was
enthusiastic.
Connie Patterson
Coppell, Texas

... with Leon Everette
My husband and I were fortunate
enough to meet Leon Everette when we
went to the Jim Miller Concert in Con-
way, Arkansas, on July 27 and 28. He
put on two magnificent shows. He
talked to us just as if we were family.
He takes time from his busy schedule to
greet his fans and mingles with the
crowd during his outdoor shows. I even
got to dance a few steps with him. He'’s
one in a million. Too bad more stars
don’t follow his example. He gave auto-
graphs to everyone who wanted one.
People sang and clapped and really en-
joved themselves. They left happy,
knowing he gave them their money’s
worth and knowing it came from the
heart.
Erma Solida
Pleasant Plains, Arkansas

. . . with Vince Gill

Vince Gill gave a terrific performance at
the I.. C. Walker Arena in Muskegon,
Michigan, recently. Vince performed
without a band—it was just him and his
buddy B. James Lowry. And it couldn’t
have been better. It was absolutely
great. Vince is a natural. When [ asked
him to sign my t-shirt after the concert,

at the Indian Ranch show, and

Atlanta, r., with Tim O’'Dell in Indiana; Tim's in the hat.




he said. “I'll be glad to,” and chatted z
with me until he was finished signing it. | | Nashville Warehouse Presents . . . Yoz,

Where can I write to him?

Patricia A. Golden
i | [ he All New 1986
To reach Vince Gill, urite c/o RCA Rec-

ords, 30 Music Square West, Nashuille,

Fmawe s Fonocaimi o, | oo Full Color
“» Country Music "«
“« Calendar

All Your Favorite Stars. . . Birthdates
Of the Stars. . . Award Winners. . . MORE!

MERY

Cajun Doug Kershaw em-
braces fan Marie Deslongchamps.

... with Doug Kershaw

Thank you, Doug Kershaw, for making
the Lake Linden Centennial Celebration
an extra-special, unforgettable experi-
ence for myself and all of the other fans
who were at your concert at the Torch
Lake Arena in Lake Linden, Michigan,
on July 6.

Doug, they call you “The Raging Ca-
jun” because you hit that stage with
that hot, steaming fiddle of yours and
cut loose, singing and playing all of
those lively, infectious Cajun tunes.
Wow, that Torch Lake Arena came to
life.

Doug’s also one of those country art-
ists who really loves his fans—will take
time for his fans, sign autographs, shake
hands, shoot the breeze a little with us,
take pictures and give that kiss. He's a
real gentleman.

Marie Deslongchanips
Allouette, Michigan

. . . with the Dirt Band
After having seen The Nitty Gritty Dirt
Band at Red Rocks near Denver in June

| [ISendme ______ copy(s)of 1o nashvile Warehouse, 199 South |

| the 1986 Country Music Calendar Fehrway, Bayshore, N.Y. 11706 1

| for $6.95 each plus $1.95 postage MPORTANT NOTICE: This coupon is Ig.be u;ed only v:jhen |

l and handling (GIB) Offer expires a;z;]\zrlli:g.from this offer. DO NOT combine offers, this deloys l

I 21586 I

| Name |

| Street _ - {
I ciy

§ i) - l St I
ate

Leon Everette surrounded by fans at | | Zip |
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11 CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

Bod 7oy
BARBARA AYLON JENNINGE™
MANDRELL WILLIE NELSON
. JOHNNY CASH
GREATEST HIT | WA il o
HIGHWAYMAN
(o]

ARET & S8

STEPON ourd

LEE

aveed 3 A

GR

335653. Wish You Were
Here; Theres No Love in
Tennessee; Years, others.

335067. Top 10 Country
Album Chart—and #1
Country Single hit!

3363€2. Top 10 Country
Album with hit Touch A
Hand; Make A Friend; etc.

335109. God Bless The

2 ZY R

GREENWOOD

EATESTHITi

US.A.; Somebody s Going
To Love You; many more.

335885. Too Much On My
Heart; Hello Mary Lou;
Amazmng Grace: more.

9 ING
338869 s i romnes

335639 MERLE HAGGARD
e 1S B

335562 PAINCE we na AEVOLUTION 334425  CRYSTALGAVE
o AROUND TME WORLD poviptuy MOBR0Y
s oy

335604 MEN AT WORK
G, THO HEARTS

3 {OHN SCHNEIOER
Tao Good To Siop Now

29904 .
v
320631  HICKY SKAGGS
= COUNTRYBOY
328906 EXILE ]
(< KENTUCKY HEARTS |
378558 JULIO IGLESIAS
oo e 110 el Ay = g

328237 RAY CHARLES
Ziwse]  FRIENDSHIP
337923 Sveupmatxonon

oF
oo sann AL LOWEL AENE

336333 BELLAMY BROTHERS
wca cums HOWARD & DAVIQ

33508 ED BRUCE
s BEATEST HITS

333136 Barbara Mandrell
oo LEAN Ct

337931 ROGER MILLER
L OLDEN HITS

o m— MOE BANDY & JOE
333336 STAMPLEY UVE FROM
SRR BAD BOE 5_MEMPHIS

3373943 COREYHART

331934%  THE BESTOF
{omamr<s  BOY IN THE BOX g QSB8Y

—rin s

324921 mem sxwrmas

492
335646 PAUS G mes]  FOOTLOOSE

L YOUN
L] e SECRET OF ASS0CHION

335117 IOHN SCHNEIOEK 323683 Ao
[$ea|  TRYIN TD OUTRUN “HE W 4D [Fouroos GREATES? HITS

322172 EDDIE RABBITT

331967  FOREIGNER
ssaneecs | Greatest Hits, Voi. 2

Agent Provocaleur

321067 CHARLIE DANIELS BAND
i~ A DECADE OF HITS.

319269  JOMNNY PAYCHECK
e BIGGEST MITS

31671 HANK WILLIAMS, JR
ateras e GREATEST HITS

THE CARS
ARTBEAT CITY
LIONEL RICHIE
ap't Down

Johin Cougae Miskignownp

322432
b UH HUH

323022 ANNE MURAAY
=] Alttie Good News

318394 MOE BANDY
veu  GREATEST HITS

321307 AIR SUPPLY
wete)  GREATEST HITS

322099 OR.GINAL SOUNDTRACK
FLASHDANCE

322002 CRYSTAL GAYLE
~~ie=.] Cage The Songtrd

3284184 MADONNA

L asiaian o

LIBERACE 322867 LACY J. DALTON
ok 0 A was  GREA

TEST HITS

323139 ’:N'?(‘“"'

b = RONCK
ruami1, omi k] i GREATEST MITS

LARRY & THE
GATUN BROTHE RS BANI
J0USTON 70 DENVER

A
332072 RGINAL SCUNDTRACY
s Beverly Hills Cop

324327 JOHNCONLEES '
5 GREATEST HITS

AAZZYBALEY
UT FROM
FEERENT STONE

125704 wCxEY CLLEY

1 AN
TAKES BELI VERS

A28 MANTOVANI'S
viad GOLDEN HITS

336222*  DIRE STRAITS
mmeasss  Brothers In A

HANK WILLIAMS, JR
MAJUR MOVES

ruce Springsieen
Bornin The US.A.

3376+ ANY GRANT
[ UNGUARDED

333345 it (JE NELSCN
A AIEAND PAUL

338079 Richara Clayderman
[covmwea] From Paris With Love

327 LauRaBRANIGAN
- HOLO ME

7519 HEART

335778. #1 Country hit
I'm For Love; I've Been
Around; New Orleans: elc.

334458
333458 SAWYER BROWN
34441 KENAY RCGER!
v s
i T A

MADONNA

T 33145
sx  LIKE A VIRGIN

337410%  DION K, “GDOM
IN THE S, REETS

-
£004

3
w5
331850 GREAT LOVE SONC
4= OFTHES0'S 2 €0°
G AR E

331892 BARBRASTREISAND

oy EMOTION

324616 CYNDI.AUPER
Sl SHE'S SOUNUSUAL

32478 RAY CONNIFF'S
GREATEST HITS

320713 o

BOB SEGER & ThL
] SIVEREULET BAND
N:GH WOES

323410
wiman

JOHNNY LEE
G \TEST HITS

s

3229509  Harfk Wilhams, Jr.
AN OF

320499 THE POLICE
aaw) SYNCHRONICITY

BESTOFEXILE

335026
[wacuma’

"334375%  DEBARGE
e Rhythm Of The Nig

MICKEY GILLEY

| 333328
ox LIVE ATGILLEY'S

32771 . ROYROGERS

GATLINDAOTHERS RAND
GREAlES IS O

322198 LAREY GATUN 4 THE
]

319178 TAMMY WYNETTE
ArC BIGGELT HITS

MERL HAGGARD
WAL NELSC"
0 ANDREFTY

319186 CHARLY McCLAIN
[ad GREATEST HITS

3189%2  LIONEL RICHIE

319624 ZZTOP
mmerens’  ELIMINATOR

" 318048 GREATEST HITS
axss of THE QUTLANS

314922  The Golden Hits Of
wrtasncs . The Everly Brothers

1738 WILLIE NELSON
b ALWAYS ON MY MIN:

e
318223%  EnniE MURPHY
B

314443 NEIL DIAMOND
i, 12 GREATESTHITS ..

313106  LENNY ROGERS
ety JEN VEARS OF GCLO

215895 STRAY CATS
va:=>ct, _ BuiltFor Speed

sy

317768 EAGLES GREATEST
HITS - VO E 2

317149 DAR FOGELBERG

LEFTY FRIZZELL

3132. KENNY A0GERS ANC
3?.3339 DOTTIE WEST —CLAS'&CS

" 31535 N
9358 GENE AUTRY

318089 MICHAEL JATKSON
-~ THRILLER

318386  MARTY ROBBINS
o BIGGEBT HITS

c-vomiR  GREATEST HITS
—

78 CONWAY TWITTY'S
. %ICLASSICS YOU

319194 RONNIE McDOWELL
- GREATEST HITS

UE STAMPLEY
BIGGEST HITS

419210 JOHNNY CASH

=Y QfGGEST HITS

319616 NEL
WAVLON JTNN G
e rang ETQ B

319541 ELTON JOHN'S
«:  GREATEST HITS
321008 BILLYJOEL
=+ _Aninnocent Man

321380 Bartwa Sieisand's
was  Greatest Hits, Vol. 2

'322933% EDNIE MURPHY.
ool COMEDIAN

321343 CRYSTAL GAYLE 323774  KENNY ROGERS
e

A Greatest Hits

322024 HUEY LEWIS AND
- THE NEWS + SPORTS

20 Greatest Hits

124434  GEORGE STRAIT
[cx RIGHT OR WRONG

GEORGE BENSCN 332635 STEVE WARINEA
20/20 e Cor

anoazas
33u2 VOLLENWEIOER
A

333203 GEORGE JONES
Lon? FIRST TIME LIVE

EMMYLOU HARRIS THE
mamar BELLAD OF SALLY HOSE

333625

43a10  CHARLY MCCLAN
a3 RADIO HEART
W73 3

-

330094  THE BESTOF
e REBA MCENTIR

MOE BANDOY
BARROON ROSES

335422 JANIE FRICKE
Avama ] SOMEBODY ELSE S FIRE

334474 THE WHITES
[=c2o22)  Whole New World

335000 GENE WATSON

335836 IMMY DEAN S
* g facaime’ GR{f&STHIYS

GREATEST HITS

325662
] AR

332577 DAN SEALS
v SAN ANTONE

332965 OAVIO ALLAN COE
ames  DARLIN . DARLIN'

334003 AONNIEMcOOWELL
w IN A NEW YORK MINUTE

334409 15 T3P TENHITS
- of e 5085605

Tz »” ‘
AL 20N WILLIAMS

332395 RICKY SKAGGS
| FAMRE CONIAT SRS
332469 CDMVODORES
-0 NIGHTSHIFT

373260~ OAVI) LEE RQTH= ~=+
semaiwncs_ Crazy From The Heat

333708 THE KENDALLS
ey Wwo Heart Harmany

323989=  B.J. THOMAS

324509
)
324582 VANHALEN
(manines 1984

327130 THE BEST
=om  MICHAEL JACKSON

332932+¢

onta

SAVE
DIAMOND LIFE

MICK JAGGER
HES T/

333898  Johnry RodFijuez
i FuLL CIRCLE

333906 uum_zwgvr(
wch we 10K

234581 JIM GLASER
scas vaim  The Man In The Brror

335299% CLED LANE
s That Cid Feeha

336230%

336305  NIGHT RANGER
ws) 7 WISHES
330704  GEOAGE STRAI
OCES FOR! WOATH
L] £ B CAOSS TDUR Wit

:% Available onrecords and cassettes only

335356* CHEAP TRICK
1¢=] STANDIN ON THE EDGE

ACY J DAUIG)
335043 AN hinben
5550 Bt ARt

337303 GARY MORRIS
e b ANYTHING GOES

334672 ROGER WILLIAMS
- Ta Amadeus Wih Love

335828  T.G. SHEPPARO
awes  Ljvin' On The Edge

wwmcAcs AMAZING GRACKE
331349+ JOHN CAFFERT ¥
00 o BEAVER SRIAN BAND

o o R e

335794 KATHY MATTEA
wemaA  FROM MY HEART

335786 JOHNNY LEE
o KEEP ME HANGIN OH

337196*% ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK
L St. Elmo’s Fire

ORTNA LI TRACK
Back Ti» The Future

337188+  ARETHA FRANKLN
s x WHO'S JOOMIN WHO?

11 RECORDS ORTAPES-I¢-..

it you join the Columbia Record & Tape Club now and agree to buy 8 more selections (at regular Club prices) in the next 3 years.



337709. "Spirited & Skill-
ful” Billboard. Title Hit;
Promises, Promises; more.

333807. Top 10 Album;
Title song. plus You Don't
Love Me Any More; more:

334433 THE BEACH BOYS

CONWAY TWITTY
e w0 o

DON TCALL M A CONB-Y

333286  PHILCOLLIN
LAt No Jacket Required

RGTE. | A SHELTY Wi
CDUDEN DUETS

33657 “ME ($EST OF FRIZZELL

o O 1 A~ o ne
329979 STEVIE WONDER

§ ekl o) The Voman In Red

LINBA RONSTADT
B LUSH UIFE
330175 CULIURE 4 GREATES® TS, voi 2

re]  NAING LR W
{onoeveng THE HOUSE ON FIRE

311738

BEST DF THE

329581 EIEE}?OYNERS

vt amya]

LY OCEAN
SUDDENLY

330183 REQ SPEEDWAGCN
| Wheels Are furnin’

) 0845  PAT BENATAR
[ewnxnl  TROPICO

279035 THEUACKSONS
sm=s  VICTORY
. i 328435 byl ERAIN pance
[Sawsnoncn) | anis THE WEVOLUTION
’ 331793

. 3317ad%  JULIAN LENNON:
AL JARREAU ;

HIGH CRIME Ll VALOTTE
336750

ot 9003,

336792

A

JOHN ANDERSDN

€BCIE RABBITT
TOKYO. OKLAHOMA s

334466, Right Or Wrong;
Lets Fall To Pieces
Togettrer; muchmore.

1

o BOVUS TO0), o)

4

;Rhyrhm&Rormn(e b

(PLLUS THE RED RIBBON

]

wrrH
- RAY CHARLES  LEON RUSSELL
LACY J DALTON  CARLOS SANTANA
MERLE HAGGARD MEL TRLIS
JULIO IGLESIAS  HANK WHLIAMS
GEORGE JONES  NEIL YOUNG

335935. Hit Single, /
Don't Know Why You Don't
Want Me; Hold On; more.

337998. Siow Movin Outlaw;
Half A Man; Honky Tonk
Woman; much more.

=

Here’s an exciting selection of new hits and all-time favorites.
each one will make an ideal gift for someone on your Christmas
list...or a welcome addition to your own record or tape collection!

To receive your 11 atbums for 1¢, mail the application, together
with your check or money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ for your first n
selections, plus $1.85 for shipping and handling) And if you also
fill in the “Red Ribbon Gift Box", you'll receive an extraalbum as a
bonus! In exchange, you agree to buy 8 more tapes or records (at
regular Club prices) in the next three years—and you may cancel
membership anytime after doing so.

How the Club operates: every four weeks (13 times a yearyyau ll
receive the Club's music magazine, which describes the Selection
of the Month for each musical interest...plus hundreds of alter-
rates from every field of music. In addition, up to six times a
year you may receive offers of Special Selections, usually at a
giscount off our regular Club prices, for a tatal of up to 19
buying opportunities.

It you wish to receive the Selection of the Month or the Special

Selection, you need do nothing—it will be shipped automatically If
you would prefer an alternate selection, or none at afl, simply fillin
the response card always provided and mail it by the date
specified.
You will atlways have at least 10 days in which to make your
decision, If you ever receive any Selection without having had
at least 10 days in which to decide, you may return it at
our expense.

The tapes and records you order during your membership will
be mailed and billed at regular Club prices, which currently are
$798 to $9.98—plus shipping and handling (Multiple-untt sets
and Double Selections may be higher) And if you decide to
continue as a member after completing your enroliment agree-
ment, you'll be eligible for our money-saving bonus plan.

10-Day Free Trial: we'll send details of the Ciub's operation with
your introductory shipment, If you are not satisfied for any reason
whatsoever, just return everything within 10 days for a full refund
and you will have no further obligation whatsoever. You risk
absolutely nothing by filling in and mailing the application now!

Special Start-Your-Membership-Now Ofter: you may also

choose your first selection right now—and we'll give it to you for at

least 60% off regular Club prices (only $2 99). Enclose payment

now and you'll receive it with your 11 introductory selections. This

discount purchase reduces your membership obligation immedi-
ately—you'll then be required to buy just 7 more selections

(instead of 8)in the next three years. Just check box in application

and fill in number you want.

If the application is missing, write to Calumbia
Record & Tape Club, Dept. FGQ/BJ, Terre Hadte, Ind. 47811

335620

= AIR SUPPLY

331249 P SThvens
A ME THNKS M

=l ‘iay STEVENS -

29672  MEALE HAGGARD

HIS EPIC HITS (S

327288 CHICAGO 17 Omcagon

L MOON KARA AK. o eyregy e

294833 BESTOF ZZ TOP

291914 Frank Sinatra's
= Greatest Hits vou 1

~ 287003 EAGLES 1371

pr—
Aseyi] GREATEST HITS

274894 WedEsTl
o5 FREDOY FENDER
wesie Doy’ And Wawd Hights

THE BEST OF

9477 Simon & Gartunkel
i Greatest bits

NAT KING COLE

246868 _JIMCRQCE
S == AT T
80155 MAR NEYUCKEﬁ-
SES GREATEST HITS
02+ _TINA TURNER
[camio]  PRIVATE DANCER

328492 z

s o

LETTER TO HOME

GLEN CAMPBELL

—
Y 334953  MEL McDA
335638 Jeua o CDANIEL
wew OARRMANRSY g LETITROLL
o7 s 33408
33157 ANNE MURRAY ol sploMeany,
) HEART OVER MIND € AN ACCENTS
331405 s axrary 30402 HAM
w0 CORNTIR woms,  MAKE IT BIG
; 6719 MOTLEY CRUE
THE NITT' —
“3“27&5—3: WD :54: ::: e Theatre Of Pain
3hsle THE BEST OF
328534 THE MITTY GRITTY
AN | py AN QIR FASHION DOTTIE WEST
327544  Statler Brothers

Family Bible

JOHN CONLEE
IE HIGHWAY

330787 JOHNNY LEE
wananmos | WORKIN FOR ALIN

Wy

ATLANTA BLUE

283887  WILLIE NELSON
Sl STARDUST

257279 Bruce Springsteen
Cniime BORNTO RUN

0720 JOHN ANDERSO!

236885 CARPENTERS merect  GREATEST HITS

AAM) SINGLES 1969 1973

224758 LYNN ANDERSON'S TOUAND
saes  GREATESTHITS Classic Counteg Ouers
CONNIE FRANCIS

5244
252445 LETTERME ONNIE PR ANCY

[ 32425
s All-Time Greatest Hits =

254895 BEST OF THE 33:55‘;‘ GLENN FREY
i BEACH BOYS z THE ALLNIGHTER
261248 LORETTALYNN'S 403 CHARLIE RICR
i GREATEST HITS

GREATEST HITS

# BRUCE SPRNGSTEEN The Very Best of LORESTA
23:&79 e B dio LYNN And CONWAY TWTT
T EOGS GF i

30514
33051 NEwEDITION

331660 % KODL & THE GANG
EMERGENCY

336685 e M
& CLASSIC

. COUNTRY DUETS
396693

Sowm, Fly On The Wall
336818 ™ENTIYGRTTY AT BAND
asmnmmos | P

336EAZX k1M STEGALL

6701 (o]
336705 LEADER OF THE PACK

305672  ANNE MURRAY'S

284877 BUDDY HOLLY
4 20 Golden Greats — GREATEST HITS
304279 STATLER BROTHERS 0928 THE BEST OF
2T OTH ARNNERGARY ol THE KENDALLS
306589  LINDA RONSTAOT 327957 DON WILLIAMS
siw GREATEST MITS. Vol 2 ca). CAFE CAROLINA

WILLTE NELSON

328047 Ferrante & Teicher 287N
= = City of New Orlears

) Concert For Lovers T

bt i
[ 33165
s

331263 BRYAN ADAMS
stu RECKLESS

MUSICAL MEMORIES

Paul Anka
Live WITH LAWRENCE WELK

T
GREATESTHITS

HARERX RN
QLEE GREENWOOD -
WS ANT FOR £ ACH OTHER

78630 HE BEST OF

398636 ANDRAE CROUCH
323036 24 of Hank Whlliams
393033 (557551 Greatest Hits
32484, PRINCE Rics e ]
394841 [mrwrecs] 1999 AR EMMYLOU HARRIS |
332247 i) THE BEST OF 3307~ oAVD FOTe
392241 JOMMY DORSEY Ao JONICHE

329649 MICKEY GILLEY 330803 £ AN e

ruvire

mame nper

399642 [ Ten Years Of Hits

79813 TAVID ALLAN COE
309816 [Coummia FORTHE RECORD
322149 BEE GEES
392142 GREATEST
335877+ BEST OF THE
355871 %’ MILLS BROTHERS
B
et
305389 Bruce Springsteen
395350 et THE RIVER
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sy WILLIE NELSON
331003 =) SHATSIINS
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336296 BILLY JOEL
396390 [comma’ GREATESTHITS

e
24329 .k PERCY FATHS GENE WATSON

394320 ALL TIME GREATEST HITS

b e T ————
335785% PETER ALLEN 331231 REBA McENTIRE
395749 1 cH . sl My Kind Of Country

318147 ‘e GEORGE JONES. 523 JOFRNY MAT:HS

398149 TEN YEARS OF HITS GAS

. 330
eq i e e
BI%% s eho o CCUNIRESTS

4
312177 [#erom) DTANA RO e
392075 Al The Greas s WICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY
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3371584 N: OAK RIDGE BOYS
GREATESTHITS, 2
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S
397168 _ucnr, World Wide Live
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and again in Cheyenne during Frontier
Days in July, 1 can’t sing their praises
enough! In Cheyenne, it rained during
their entire performance, but that didn’t
keep them from putting on a terrific
show. The songs from their new album,
Pairtners, Brothers and Friends arve
really great.

The Oaks were in Cheyenne also and
set a new record for attendance. “Step
on OQut” is their best show ever, and I
thought the others were unbeatable.

Also, to anyone who hasn’t seen a
Hank Jr. concert, you are missing one of
the greatest “in person” performers
ever! His new album, Five-0, is truly a
masterpiece, from “New Orleans” to
“Ain’t Misbehavin’ ! Bocephus has
done it again.

Elaine Henderson
Craig, Colorado

Here’s Haggard

Please thank Patrick Carr for taking the
time to listen and to appreciate Merle
Haggard’s latest release, Kern River.
Merle is the rock in the ongoing storm
of change in country music.

I like uptempo music but neither a
rock beat playved on a Fender Telecaster
nor a love song bucked with sugar and
1000 strings make songs country. With
this in mind, 1 bought Kern River the

_;‘

Suzie Campbell’s 1979 photo of Merle
Haggard shows it can be done.

first time I saw it in the store. As Mr.
Carr points out, "It is simply impossible
for Merle to make an album that is not
higher in basic quality than just about
anything else around.” This is because
Merle cares ddeeply tor the music he
makes. If you dont believe that, just

H A G G A

Silverthorn Resort e Marina & Nightclub e

or catch your own fish dinner...or
bask in pure, mountain sunshine...or
listen to year 'round foot stomping,
country/western music!!

Open every day, 365 days a year!
Discount off-season houseboat
packages.

Mention this ad and receive a 10% discount
on any 1986 houseboat rentall

listen to his musie¢ with headphones on
and your eyes closed. His sad songs will
make you ery and his western swing
songs will have yvou “Ah-haa-ing” in no
time.

Mr. Carr also mentions the perfection
of The Strangers, who cannot be
topped. As is with anything, practice
makes perfect, and a band that has been
together as long as this could not sound
bad. The ease with which they play
their jazzy riffs and hot licks always
amazes me. How Alabama wins Band of
the Year is a joke, but awards arve al-
most always popularity contests, not
talent itself. I know I sound prejudiced,
but how many other superstars around,
besides Merle, play western swing or a
beautiful country waltz regularly?

What was so different about country
music was its lack of loud, full-of-bar-
chord sameness. Country music can be
beautiful and still be countrv—just lis-
ten to Hank Willilams® “I'm So Lone-
some I Could Crv.” You can call me a
dinosaur, but until Nashville chooses
love over money, I'll stick with Merle
and The Strangers, my country heroes.

Kurt D. Gay
Claycomo. Missouri

I love to read about my idol, Merle Hag-
gard. I've seen him in concert—it was

B Mo dloggerd

—SHVERTHORN———
Y.RESORT ‘~ MARINA & NIGHTCLUB

For further information or reservations contact:

Silverthorn Resort & Marina ¢ P.O. Box 4205 » Redding, CA 96099
In California ph: (800) 332-3044 «

Outside California call (916) 275-1571
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the Willie Nelson Picnic on July 2, 1983,
at the dome in Syracuse. But [ sat far
away from him. I couldn’'t make him
out. I could hear him sing, but [ couldn’t
see him.

I wrote to Merle a few times and nev-
er got an answer. [ send him songs,
pictures and also a poem | wrote—it
was published in Country Rhythms
Magazine. Merle has so many different
addresses. I wrote to every one of them
and can’t seem to get answers to my
questions and nothing about his con-
certs, which I wrote and asked for—his
concert tours, where he is appearing.

I guess they never read their mail.
They just dump the letters somewhere,
[ guess. Even at most concerts they
leave the fans cold. If it weren’t for us
fans, they wouldn’'t be where they are
today. They could at least show a little
sign of love.

[ know [ can say this for Conway
Twitty and his son Michael—they sit on
the stage and sign autographs, and they
appreciate their fans, and that’s what
fans love.

Please tell me, how can [ get an an-
swer from Merle Haggard? Do [ have to
go up in the mountains to look for him,
there in California?

Mary T. Sgroi
Frankfort, New York
In the past Merle has not had an active
fan organization nor have there been
established procedures for handling his
mail. His new management plans fto
change all that, including having
Merle's concert schedule available to the
public after the first of the year. In the
meantime, direct letters to Merle clo
Jeff Walker, P.O. Box 24454, Nashuville,
Tennessee 37202 or /0 CBS Records, 34
Music Square East, Nashville, Tennes-
see $720.3. Or you could try the Califor-
nia hills—that's where Maxine Eden
Sfound him.—Ed.

I really enjoved the review of Kern Riv-
er in the July/August issue. My husband
and [ are both big fans of “the Hag,”
along with many of our friends.

I have seen him twice now, and read
his book, Sing Me Back Home—My Sto-
ry, written with Peggy Russell. Can
you tell me if he is touring now, and
where? We would love to catch another
of his concerts.

Also, it has been said that Merle
doesn’t allow pictures taken of him dur-
ing shows. Well, I don’t know about
now, but here is proof that he used to.

Suzie Campbell

Valencia, Pennsylvania

On Merle’s itinerary, see above. As for
his policy on fans taking photos, ac-
cording to his present management he
likes to give fans as much leeway to
take pictures as possible. He does not,
however, like to interfere with the rules
laid down by particular promoters or

coneert halls, and, where TV is in-
volved, restrictions also apply.—Ed.

Back to Basics

I wish the CMA and Nashville, in gen-
eral, would quit trying to redefine coun-
try music. Do they really think they
have to re-invent the wheel every few
vears to sell records to another genera-
tion of kids?

If they just keep it simple. people will
come to country music, buy the record-
ings. go to the dance halls, ete. No need
for all the hype. weird clothes and mon-
kev-shining rock groups. It’s the musie,
basically, a country fan wants—not the
bull you see used to sell rock pop. I read
that the average country record buyer
is 37 years old—so, who gives a damn
about George Jones as a sex symbol—
just as long as he sings.

[’'m beginning to believe that all preat
music was developed before electricity.
If we only used it for general amplifica-
tion, like at a bluegrass festival, we
would be better off, I believe. A real
country band and a symphony orchestra
have in common that thev just set up
and start playving. People come to hear
the music, or dance to it, and the rhine-
stones are in the audience, not on the
stage.

[f the country music business is re-
turning to basics, like [ hear it is—
thank God—Nashville had better send
all those crock musicians and producers
back to Los Angeles, San Francisco and
New York City and let them get back
into the orchestrated noise business
again—they can dye their hair purple
this time. Make money fast, because 10
vears from now your fans won't remem-
ber a thing yvou did.

In country music you don't get rich
quick. except in rare cases, but, if the
people like what vou do, they will sup-
port vou and honor vou for many, many

vears. .
Frank Hall
Houston, Texas

[ am a country music fan and really love
it. However. vour magazine, the Grand
Ole Opry and The Nashville Network on
TV all have a huge hole in vour articles
and or programming—old-time country
music and bluegrass. All of you seem to
have just moved on and left if way out
in left field. Please bring this music back
to the public in both articles and pro-

rramming. )

i £ Frank Hanks
Pleasant Grove, Alabama

Bluegrass and old-time country per-

formers are covered regqularly in the

CMSA Newsletter. Join the Society and
enjoy Legends of Country Music. This
month's feature is on Uncle Dave Ma-
con. For a review of the latest albwm by
Bill Monroe and the stars of the Blite-
grass Hall of Fame. see Record Re-
views.—Ed.

a——— |
Carlos Minor and the steel guitar go
back a long way—I., 1971; r., today.

Sweet Steel

In myv opinion—being a steel guitar
picker and writer of recorded country
songs in the past—the reason less steel
guitar is being used in country record-
ings today, the reason that beautiful
sound of the early 1940’s and 1950's is
gone, is because steel guitar has become
a mechanical sound. pedal wise. [ dig all
forms of steel guitar, dobro—non-ped-
als, which is what [ playv—and like pedal
steel guitar and some great pickers of
pedals, but, in my opinton, most all, if
not all, sound alike: no great styles like
the great Jerry Byrd, my favorite, or
Royv Wiggins or Leon McAuliffe or oth-
ers. These guvs playved real steel guitar.
Not to forget some other great non-ped-
alers still around today. . . . But I feel
the real beauty of tone, feel, touch on
steel is very rare today in steel guitar,
in the mechanical age of steel.

[ find it does make it more easy for
youngsters to learn today on pedals, and
manufacturers of same make a good
buck compared to the less expensive
steel guitars of early vears. Fine, more
power to them. but there’s a thing in
music called tone, feel, touch, as stated
before. It’s what gets to a listener, and
it appears today the listener is not lis-
tening.

Recently [ sat side by side with a
voung pedal steel plaver, and we traded
licks on steel guitars. and the bass man
said he could hardly tell that there
weren't two pedal steel guitarists in the
band, as [ was throwing in pedal sounds
by slant positions, ete. The young pedal-
er asked me, how did I get pedal sounds
without pedals? He was unaware of the
old school of music on the steel guitar.

Anvhow. that's just one steel picker's
opinion. To each his own, [ say!

Carlos Minor

Sesser, [llinois

e e s s——————————

Send Letters to the Editor to Country

Music Magazine, 450 Park Avenue

South, New York, New York 10016.

Mark envelope, Attention: Letters. Keep
sending those photos. too.
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WILLIE NELSON

DO N’T YOU WISH i “Half Nelson™" is the long overdue album of
[ Willie Neison duets! All on a Willie Nelson
album for the first time!
YOU COULD gz
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Welcome to Merle Haggard';"Kmb_erWav;s >

of Grain™*. His new All-American live album is |
inspiring and chilling. Don’t miss LS

i EVeryEod;s ﬁéng_ing_on 0 Exile, the sensa- |

| tional group that hasn’t missed yet with hit after
| spectacular hit!
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© " Ricky Skaggs is one country boy the whole |

world loves! Here’s the first live recording of his |
biggest hits!

You can't keep a good entertainer down. And
Coe is as good as they come! His latest album
| is loaded with new Coe classics.
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DAVIDALLAN COE

“Columbia;’ ®'and “Epic."sé’ﬂ"’are trademarks of CBS, Inc. £ 1985 CBS, Inc.
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WILLIAMS GETS THE REAL THING

They call Don Williams the Gentle
Giant—I call him friend. Don, whose
laconic nature is almost as famous as his
songs, finally got mad about something
and let somebody have it! The target was
none other than the Coca-Cola company.
When they tried to wean him from Coke,
he got so furious he was ready to go to
Atlanta or China and find the old recipe.
He adamantly refused to break his old
habit. Not only that, he went into his
record collection and found one of his
own albums from several vears back
where he is pictured standing by an auto
with a Coke in his hand! Lovalty? You
betcha. And as Don was in Nashville
singing “Stand By Your Coke,” people
from sea to shining sea and in Russia too
were screaming, “We want the old!
Down with the new!” Some even claimed
that they suffered withdrawal svmptoms
and almost had to go in for therapy while
drying out from their addiction to old
Coke.

Never fear though. Don Williams is
here. Don was the first celebrity to take
a public stand against the “new Coke” in
a nationally syndicated newspaper arti-
cle. Not too long after his article ap-
peared, Coca Cola announced the re-
emergence of the “old Coke,” now called
“Classic.”

Don, who'd just as soon stay home
with his wife as to go out and be famous,
has signed on the dotted line anew. A
man who isn’t subject to change without
reason, when his contract expired with
MCA, Williams took himself down 16th
Avenue, on famed Music Row, to Capi-
tol, where long-time friend Jim Fog-
lesong resided and said, “I want to mauke
phonograph recordings at your label.”
Foglesong, who ain’t always in a hurry,
offered Don whatever he asked, I reck-
on, 'cause from now until he gets reacdy
to move again sometime, Don Williams
will be found on Capitol Records. Don’s
long-time co-producer Garth Fundis
will remain in his role. Also, interesting-
lv enough, Fundis has been accompaning
Don on-the-road, and I hear tell it's been
loads of fun.

R épro;"'tie r: Hazel Smith

DON PUTNAM

Don Williams and Claude A. Clements, President and General Manager of the
Coca Cola Bottling Company in the southeast, down a can of Coke from the first
case of “Classic Coke” that was made again.

Isn't it wonderful to have one so near
normality in this world of “Oh, they're
drying out,” or “she's on the wagon
again,” or “he just can’t help that he
cannot be satisified with just one wom-
an.” and on and on and on. In the midst
of all this, here comes that sweet Don
Williams, just bent out of shape because
of something as normal as wanting his
soft drink. He knows it's okay for us
Americans to speak up against the es-
tablishment, even if the issue is just
Coca-Cola, and he acts on that principle.
So I hope all you good country musie fans
appreciate this good man, a prince of a
fellow, Don Williams.

LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE
HIGHWAYWOMEN

With “The Highwayman” riding high on
the singles charts, this could just be the
last of the wild frontier. Waylon, Willie,
Cash and Kris have put a bunch of miles
on their bodies and added a bunch of
smiles to many otherwise sad faces with
their music. I can’t think of four people
in the world who have brought more
happiness than these. But didn’t they go
through hell and back to Nashville to get
where they are? They've heen through
booze, broads, drugs, groupies and
hangers-on; but they came out with their
hearts and vocal chords in the right

tune. Thank God for this. About the only
way | can figure for the Mrs.’s to get
even with the Mr’s here is to record
“The Highwaywoman” by Jessi Colter
Jennings, Connie Nelson, June Carter
Cash and Lisa Kristofferson. Course
this would probably be the last stand of
women who do stand by their men no
matter what it costs. Some call it deter-
mination. . . I call it love.

GO STRAIT FOR THE GOLD,
GEORGE

Artist GGeorge Strait strikes gold with
his MCA recordings not once but twice!
The handsome, real live cowboy was
honored in Los Angeles recently, at a
ceremony prior to an appearance at the
Universal Theater. for his fwo certified
gold record albums, Right or Wrong and
Does Ft. Worth Ever Cross Your Mind.
Rumor has it that George still drives his
own pickup truck around his Texas
spead; however, the gold is displayed on
the walls of his home and he ain’t out
looking for it in them-thar hills.

GIVE AND TAKE

Life is give and take, and no one knows
this better, lately, than J.P. Pennington,
lead singer songwriter with Exile. On
July 6th, J.> and Suzi named their

Editor: Rochelle Friediman
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BETH GWINN

People

daughter Jessica Rose. Less than a
week later J.P’s mother, trailblazer and
pioneer Lily May Ledford, passed away.
68 vears old, she founded and led the
Coon Creek Girls, country music’s pre-
mier and most renowned all-gir]l band.
Ledford’s career began in 1936. Our
sympathy to the entire family of Lily
May.

Love and sympathy also to Eddie
Rabbitt and family Janine and Demel-
za. Young Timothy passed away in Min-
neapolis following surgery to replace a
diseased liver that had affected him
since birth. Timothy was only 23 months
old.

To the family of Wynn Stewart, dead
at 51 at his Hendersonville home, Coun-
try Music staff and personnel send con-
dolences. Wynn will be long remembered
for songs like “It's Such a Pretty World
Today” and “Waltz of the Angels.”

I ain’t trying to preach. Lord knows I
aint good enough. But I think it would
be a good thing for evervbody to do that
reads my column. . .tell somebody you
love them today ‘cause tomorrow might

be too late. Russell, I love yvou, honey!

THIS, THAT ‘N’ T'OTHER

Five members of Lee Greenwood’s band
were hurt when the bus thev were
traveling in was broadsided by a tractor
trailer. Greenwood, traveling behind in
another bus (one of three used on the
road), was not injured; however, his son
Mare suffered a sprained ankle, key-
board playver Gene Lorenzo had a frac-
tured wrist; piano player Mickey Olson,
rhythm guitarist ’aul Urhig and his
brother, bass plaver Rick Uhrig, all
suffered back injuries. The crash oc-
cured near Madison, Wisconsin, where
the group was scheduled to appear.
Those injured were treated in St. Mary’s
Hospital in Madison.

Bill Monroe’s new album on MCA (of
course) is out now as planned. Titled
Stars of the Bluegrass Hall of Fame,
those performing with the old master
mandolinist are: Jim & Jesse, the Coun-
try Gentlemen, Mac Wiseman, Carl
Story, the Seldom Scene, Del

GO DIRECTLY TO JAIL

incarcerated.

from the Hendersonville, Tennessee, Police Department with charges of
impersonating “The Man In Black.” It was all for a worthy cause, to benefit
the American Cancer Society's Hendersonville chapter. After being hand-
cuffed and taken away, Cash was placed in a mock jail on the front lawn of
Hendersonville High School where he took pledges from across the
country. Many fans called to bail Cash out, but others, including Tammy
Wynette, Larry Gatlin and Barbara Mandrell gave pledges to keep him

The ever popular Highwayman was served with a warrant for his arrest I

16 COUNTRY MUSsIC

Marty Stuart gets signed.

McCoury, Ralph Stanley, Bobby Hicks
(fiddle virtuoso with Ricky Skaggs), the
Osborne Brothers and of course the
Bluegrass Boys.

And that cute Marty Stuart had a live
and in person showcase at Bogey’s.
From what I hear, and it’s true, Marty
has a recording deal on CBS as a result
of the performance. (Ain’t that Rick
Blackburn smart? He already grabbed
Gene Watson and Connie Smith, not to
mention that most of your Walking
Around Legends are already on his
label!) Marty started playing mandolin
with the late Lester Flatt when he was
13 years old and was taking breaks even
at that early age. Living with Roland
White, who was also playing with Flatt
at the time, young Marty became fas-
cinated with Clarence White’s guitar.
The late Clarence White, Roland’s bro-
ther, was such an innovator with the
guitar, especially acoustic, and after
Clarence’s untimely death, Marty more
or less “took up where Clarence left off.”
As fate would have it, Marty started
playing guitar, mandolin, fiddle, bass or
whatever instrument nobody had in
their hands at the time with Johnny
Cash, and Marty played ’em all good—
some of 'em better than good. As report-
ed by yours truly, Marty Stuart is the
only hillbilly picker ever asked to per-
form with the Paul Shaffer Band of the
famed David Letterman TV show, after
Cash and Waylon Jennings appeared on
the show. Marty done good, of course.
When he was as young as 13, chicks hung
after Marty, and at the tender age of 186,
the ladies were sticking to him like white
on rice. The prettiest one of all snagged
him, beautiful Cindy Cash, daughter of
the boss man, and sister of star herself,
Rosanne Cash.

But back to the music. Marty and
producer Curt Allen (brother of Rex
Allen Jr. and son of Rex Allen Sr.) had
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TAMMY WYNETTE

Yauand Me ® Staud by Your Man ® “Til FCan Make Tt On My
Own @ DIV.ORCE @ S ng My Song @ Kide Say the
Darndest Things ® Your ( 1 Girl's Gonna Go Bart @ Woman.
hood ® One ol a Kind @ Il See Him Throngh @ Bediime Story @
I Don’t Wanna Play House @ Take e 1o Your World @
Apariment No. 9@ The Way 10 Love a Man @ He Loves Me Al
the Way @ Run. Wonman. Ritn ® Good Lovin' (Makes it right) @
My Man (Understands) ® “Till 1 Get It Right

e e e
CARLSMITH

Lt ONd Maother Nature Hase Her Way @ My, Moon @ Just Wait
FillFGet You Alone @ Back Up Buddy @ Deep Wate Hey Joe
® Are You Teasing Me @ 1 Teardraps Were Pennies @ Tt a
Lovely Lanely World @ Yau Are the One @ Don't Just Stand
There ® ~laction Guaranteed ® Rises Don't Lic ® Our
Honeyme Prademark @ Let's Live a Little @ Take My Ring
OIM Your Finger @ 1 O ertoohed an Orebid @ Go, Boy Go @ This
Orchill Means Goodbve

MELSTREET
Horrowed Anget @ The Town Where You Live ® Bad Bad
Leroy Browa @ ['ve Hart Her Mare Thaa She Loves Me @
Laast ATair @ 1 Met A Friend OF Yours Today ® Big Blae
Diamond @ Forhidden Angel @ Country Pride @ Don't Lead
Me On ® Smokey Mountein Memories ® Rub [t In @
VirgioidsSone @ Dan’t Be Angey @ Even [ Have To Stest @
Yoo Make Me Feol More Like A Aan @ Toduy | Stacted
Lovio' You Again @ Love Me Tender @ aad MORI

. * ‘
‘J*&*'

JOHNNNY HORTON

North to Alaka @ Battle of New Orleans @ W hen 160 Springtime
in Vlasha (It 10 helow) @ Johnny Reb @ an Coming Home @
Honky Tonk Man @ Sink the Bismarch @ Al for the Love of a
Girl @ The Mansion Yon Stole @ Comanche ® Jim Bridger @ 'm
a One-Woman Man @ Sleepy Faed John @ They Il Never Take
Her Love from Me @ Old Sles (oot @ AH Grown L p @ Sal's Gota
Sugar Lip @ Whispering Pines @ Johany Freedom (Freedor
Land) @ T'm Rendy 1 You're Willing

TANYA TUCKER
T'he Man that Turned My AMama On @ You Are So Beautiful @
Would You Lay with Me ina Ficld of Stone ® Spring @ Blood
Red & Goin' Down @ Bed of Rowes @ W hat's Your Mama = Name
® How Can 1 Tell Him ® The Happiest Girl inthe Whole U8 A
® The Limestown Ferry @ Delta Davwn @ Almost Persuaded @
Greener than the Gras- @ Love's the Ansser @ T Belese the
Southis Gonna' Rise n® Teddy Bear Song @ Guess Tl Hase
Ta Love Him More ® Lt Me Be There @ and MORE!

THE PRESIDENT]
wd e FIRST LADY
B

GEORGE & TAMMY
We're Gonna Hold Oa ® Tuo Story House @ Take Me ® The
Ceremony @ Old Fashioned S ug @ (We're not) The Jer Sct @
We loved I Anay @ God's Gonna Get «ha (For that) @ Someone
[ Used to Rpow @ Livin® on Fasy Strevt @ Gobden Riag @ Alter

Closing Time 8 Something to Brag Ahom @ We'll Talk Aheat 1t
Later @ Rollin” In My Sweer Baln's Arm<® Near You ® Southern
California @ Lets Build a World Together Alter the Fire Is
Gone @ 1f 3¢ Don't Make It

Great Speckled Bird @ Tell Mother 11 Be There ® Wait for the
Light to Shim: ® W reck on the Highway @ 1 Saw the Light @ The
Precions Jews:1 @ The Great Shining Light ® 16 1 Could Hear My
Mother Pray Again ® The Great Judgment Morning @ Great
Speckled Bied (No. 2) @ Wabash Cannon Ball @ Lonesome Uld
River Blues ® Be Haaest with Me @ Firehall Mail @ Tennessee
Walt; @ Mudeskinner Blues (Blue vodel no.8)® Low and Lonels
® ine and Necdles ® Freight Train Klurs @ A\JORE!
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RED SOVINE JOHNNY CASH LEFTY FRIZZELL

Teddy Bear @ Daddy's Girl @ Lay Down Sally @ Truck Drivin® (Ghost) Riders In The Sky @ \an In Black ® See Ruby Fall @ H You've Got the Mancey. I've Got the Time @ | Love You a
Son of a Gun ® Colorado Kool-Aid @ Giddyup Go ® Ole Rivers @ Dadds Sang Bass ® Ring Of Fire ® One Piece AL A Time @ hate ® Thousand Way« ® Look What Thought- Rill Do® [ Want To Be
The Dass of Me and You @ Littde Rosa ® T Didn't Jump the Any Old Wind That Blows ® Flesh And Blood ® Don't Tuke Your with You Alwass @ Alwayvs Late with Your Kiswe- @ Mom and
Fenee ® 1C1E Come Back @ Little Joc ® | Know You're Married Guns To Town @ Onev ® Sunday Moming Coming D @ The Dad’s Waltz ® Travelin® Blues ® Give Me More, More. More of
(But Hove sou <1ill) @ Last Goodhye ® Phantom 309 @ Roscs lor ()m- On The Left [s On The Right @ Folsom Prison Blue ® Rosan- Your Kisses ® Don't Stay Away @ Forever @ Release Me ®
Mama @ 18 W heels a Humming Home Sweet Home ® Anything na's Gomng Wild ® A Thing Called Lose ® What Is Truth @ A Boy Cigarettes and Coffee Blues ® The Long Black Veil ® Saganaw,
leaving Town Tadas ® Daddy @ Woman Behind the Man Named Sue ® The Matador ® Understand Your Man Michigan ® She's Gone. Gone, Gone ® Wutermelon Time in
RBehind the Wheel Georgia @ The Waltz of the Angels ® and MORE!

™ aweeo ¥ (GENE WATSON
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MARTY ROIIIBI\\ SHEB WOOLEY ¢ BEN COLDER GENE WATSON

Fl Pazo ® El Puso City ® The Hanging Tree ® Red River Valley @ Purple People Eater ® That's My Pa® [ Walk the Line (Vo. 2) @ Love in the Alternoon ® Farewell Party @ Pick the Wildwood
Streets of laredo ® San Angelo @ Ad Around Cowhoy @ Detroit City (No. 2) ® Runnin® Bear @ Don't Go Near the Flawer @ OneSided Conversation @ Should [ Come Home (Or
Tumbling Tumbleweed» @ The Fastest Gun Around @ Meet Me Eskimocs @ Harper Valles PT AL (Later the Same Day) @ Little showdd 1 go crazy 18 [ Don't Need a Thing at Al ® The Oid Man
Tonightin Larcdo ® Mr. Shorty ® They're Hanging Me Tonight Green Apples @ 10 Little Bottles @ 15 Beers Ago @ Almaost and His Horn @ Where Love Begins @ Cawboys Dont Get Licky
® Cool Water ® Straw herry Roan @ Ballad of the Alamo @ Big Persuaded @ Hello Walls (No. 2) ® Green Green Grass of Home All the Time ® Paper Rosic @ No One Will Faer Rknow ®
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CRISTY LANE

Captured the Hearts of the World with
the Most Beautiful Voice in Music

#1 CHRISTMAS ALBUM

21 of Your
Christmas Favorites
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21 Songs
All-Time Favorites

The Man From Galilee
White Christmas
Away In The Manger
Silent Night
Shake Me I Rattle
O Holy Night
Pretty Paper
Blue Christmas
First Noel
Jingle Bells
What Child Is This
Upon The House Top
Jolly Old St. Nicholas
A Little Bit Colder
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
O Come All Ye Faithful
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Joy To The World
Old Christmas Card
Hark The Herald Angels

If You Read One Book This

Year Make It “"ONE DAY AT A
TIME." Cristy's Life

3

Let Cristy Lane Touch Your
Home and Family With the
Most Beautiful Songs of Christmas

They say Cristy Lane has the “Sweetest Voice This Side of
Heaven” and it must be true! Cristy’s “One Day At A Time”
album is approaching 2 million in sales world wide. And
now Cristy Lane has just recorded her first Christmas
Album. The most beautiful songs of your life...And no
singer today performs them with so much feeling and beauty
as does Cristy Lane: Away In The Manger...Silent Night...
Shake Me I Rattle... The Man From Galilee...perhaps the
greatest Christmas song since White Christmas...your 21
all-time favorites...every single one is a song you’ll love!

This i1s Truly The Most Beautiful Christmas Album Ever
Made By Any Artist! Let Cristy Lane Come To Your Home
For Christmas.

MAIL TODAY e NOT IN STORES

MAIL TO: Nashville Warehouse, PO. Box 1226,
Hendersonviile, TN 37077-9990

Please rush me the CRISTY LANE album on vour
unconditional guarantee that it must be the most beautiful
album I've ever heard or you will refund my purchase price.

O 1 Enclose $7.98. Send Record Album
O | Enclose $9.98. Send 8-Irack Tape.
O | Enclose $9.98. Send Cassette Tape.
O | Enclose $9.98. Send Book.

Allow 4 to 6 Weeks for Delivery.
Name
Address
Cuy
State Zip

A Beautiful Gift For Someone You Love.




WASHINGTON VIPS

Second in command, Vice Presi-
dent Bush, greeted Loretta Lynn
and her son Ernest Ray, follow-
ing her performances at the
Kennedy Center. Second to no
one, Loretta soid, “If he ever
decides to run for the top job,
I'm gonna be standin’ right be-
side him.”

been in the studio laving tracks,
overdubbing, and all those impressive
words one learns while in a making-
recordings situation. Curt had pitched
the tape of four tunes around Music City.
Some said na, some said maybe, and
some said let us see the boy live and in
living color, which was the real reason
for the showcase in the first place.
Marty piched some of the best pickers
in town to accompany him, and they
would have to be the best to play as good
as the kid, Marty. T. Michael Coleman
who plays with Doc Watson, plaved
bass; Tony Newman, who plays for
Crystal Gayle, played drums; Jody
Maphis from Johnny Rodriguez's band
played guitar and Anthony Crawford of
Neil Young fame playved steel guitar,
guitar and 9-gan; and to top it all off, the
greatest fiddier in Music City. Mark
O’Connor. Bogey’s was packed with
cheerleaders. including Rodney Crowell
and Rosanne Cash, Harlan and Sharon
Howard and lots of friends, neighbors
and label folks. Marty, whatever comes
of this, you know what the Smith Bro-
thers, Billy and Terry, Takako, Adam
and [ think of you as a friend, and how
we respect your music. Our love and our
prayers go with you, now and forever.

MORE OF THE SAME

Tommy Cash, John’s brother, is selling
real estate for Folk Jordan in Hender-
sonville. Tommy Jennings, Wayvlon’s

brother, is producing Johnny Paycheck
on the AMI label. AMI is a small indy in
Hendersonville.

Judy Newhy leaves Top Billing to
manage Johnny Rodriguez. Nashville
born Oprah Winfrey's syndicated show
out of Chicago will be opposite P’hil
Donahwe. This ain't country, but it’s a
Nashville fact!! Winfrey, formerly with
the news department of Channel 5 here
in Musie City, is presently in North
Carolina acting in the Steven Spielberg-
produced movie The Color Purple. The
book with the same title was written by
Carolinian Jane Walker. who hails from
Durham like John D. Loudermilk and
Don Schlitz!! Oprah called daddy (who is
a city councilman) and said as of this
August she was, on paper, a millionaire.
Not bad for a 30-vear-old lady!

Mel McDaniel was there singing
when (.J. Simpson was inducted into
the National Football Hall of Fame in
Canton, Ohio, on August 2. Mel's new
album on Capitol is called Standup. 1
stand up for vou, Mel, vou sing good!

Tom T. Hall hosted the National Inde-
pendent Truckers meeting in Music City
in mid-August, and not only provided
the entertainment at Brentwood Coun-
try Club, but also invited the truckers to
his Williamson County home, Fox Hol-

low. I gatta hand it to Tom T., a hillbilly
can’t do a better favor to nobody than
have a truck driver in their home. Truck-
ers, waitresses and farmers are dyed-in-
the-wool-fans of country songs and
singers. Hats oft to Tom.

Mark Gray provided entertainment
for Uptouwn Hoedown to benefit the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation of Middle Ten-
nessee.

The CMA decided to include a new
category in this vear's CMA Awards. It's
Music Video of the Year. So now we
fans can cheer for what looks good in
country music as well as for what’s musie
to our ears. First-round nominations for
the award were made by a panel of
industry experts; final nominations and
winners were decided by vote of the
entire membership of the CMA. Haven't
we been keeping vou posted on what’s
new in video all vear?

In vaising my kid, I tried to stress the
importance of constructive criticism.
Apparently it took! Several issues back,
a gentleman from Mississippi wrote
Courtry Music saying as how he didn't
like Hazel Smith’s copy. In the same
issue a couple from Maryland declared
and ailowed that thev enjoved Hazel's
copy. My son Terry called to say that we
had received the new mags and that my

ONLY IN THE MOVIES

Johnson and Richard Farnsworth.

Kenny Rogers got some help from Woody Paul, Too Slim and Ranger Doug,
aka, Riders in the Sky, in Kenny's upcoming film Wild Horses. Kenny plays
an ex-rodeo champ, looking for a new lease on life. The made for TV
movie, scheduled for release in November, also stars Pam Dawber, Ben

JAY DUSARD
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FOLLOW THAT BIRD
Since Waylon's straightened
out, you can see him with a
whole new set of friends. New-
est is Big Bird from Sesame
Street. Waylon, who was
toaxed by his son Shooter to
appear in the movie, Follow
That Bird, also recorded a duet
with the winged fellow. Songs
by Alabama, Ronnie Milsap and
the cast of Sesame Street will be
included on the soundtrack.

copy looked great. He then came upon
the letter to the editor from Mississippi
and said, “As vou always told us, Mama,
constructive ecriticism is the sincerest
form of flattery, because folks who don't
do nothing can't get criticized anyway!”

HERE COMES ANOTHER GROOM

Dave Rowland said “I do” in Music City
to lovely Terry Jo Allen. According to
sources who are in-the-know, the Row-
lands will honeynoon at a later date, but
for now the singing star has got himself
booked at about 40 fairs across the
country. Being fair, Dave, a Fair is a real
good gig.

MORE 1 DO’S AND ME TOO'S

Shelly West’s second marriage, to TV
director Garry Hood, took place this
summer, on July 16. Garry's been associ-
ated with various awards shows on TV,
including the Academy Awards, the
CMA Awards and the Music City News
Awards. He's also worked with Hee
Haw. Good luck to the newlyweds. Fol-
lowing the ceremony, Shelly and Garry
set off on a working cruise on board the
USS Norway.

IN THE SHADOW OF DOLLY

Dolly Parton’s elder sister, Willadean,
has written a book about her famed sis
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titled In the Shadow of a Song, starting
in East Tennessee and covering (or un-
covering?) the story all the way to Holly-
wood and back. Now don’t go out and try
to buy Willadean Parton’s book cause
the book stores ain’t got it. They do have
a book by Willadean, however. Dolly-
wood (or Dolly-would? Lord knows, I
don’t know.) Our own Dolly is just so rich
and so famous, and I'm so proud of her
for more reasons than one. As we read.
Dolly is negotiating for the construction
of Dollywood, a theme park in East
Tennessee near her “Tennessee Moun-
tain Home."” Whether it’s “Dollywood” or
“Dolly-would.” it don't really matter.
She is Tennessee, Dixie, southern, East
Tennessee, Nashville, Grand Ole Opry,
country musie, a queen, a princess, and
anything she's done is a credit to the
business of musie. Dolly is definitely an
endangered species and as she cele-
brates her 40th birthday next vear, I feel
that we should have the President pro-
claim Dolly’s birthdate Dolly Parton Day
for the USA, and declare that we must
take better care of this one-of-a-kind.

SUMMER LIGHTS AND

GAIL DAVIES

One of the better country, down
home, good and real singers is
Gail Davies. Shown here per-
forming during the Summer
Lights Festival, Gail is singing
her controversial single “Un-
wed Fathers.” Gail recently
signed with RCA. Here's hoping
the songstress will start having
the Number One hits she so
deserves.

CHARMAINE LANHAM

CHARMAINE LANHAM

Ls

Vince and daughter Jenny.

PROUD FATHER

Remember the Academy of Country Mu-
sic awards when newcomer Vince Gill
was namerd winner of the male Horizon
Award? Course vou do. Well, do vou
recall how brave Vinee looked when he
approached the podium? Course vou do.
And do you recall as how he started to
speak, but couldn’t? Yes, yes, yes, vou
do! Thought my readers would like to
see a photo of handsome Vince Gill and
voung Jenny, his daughter. Vince is
managed by lady first class, Mary Mar-
tin, just named A&R person at RCA
Records. Thank God the powers that be
had the good taste and sense to hire a
lady of this caliber.

Back to the boy singer—at the
awards, Vince started a speech that
came out, “Thanks to my wife and my
daughter.” Choking back the tears, he
barely added, “And that’s all.”

A MUSIC CITY DO FOR A REAL
STAR

June Carter Cash was there with all the
local celebs from TV, news, specials, etc.
Louise Mandrell was hostess at her on-
the-lake mansion she shares with song-
writing hubby, handsome R.C. Ban-
non—who by the way was recouping
from an injury he incurred during the
all-star games the week of Fan Fair. The
guest of honor was adorable mom-to-be
Barbara Mandrell. Pregnant sis, Irlene
Mandrell, co-chaired the event, and
even Wonder Woman a’k/a Linda Carter
jetted in from the Los Angeles area.
Jeannie C. Riley and Shelly West
showed up and enjoyed the let’s-play-
baby games. Pretty Sharon White with
her tasty white, burgundy and lavender-
purple striped dress was quite striking,
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as was pretty Lori Morgan. Minnie
Pearl and Rose Lee Maphis also at-
tended the do, as did pretty mom/
grandma to-be Mary Mandrell. Word is
the party was a smashing success, the
house was beautifully decorated and the
chow was absolutely the best.

ALL RIGHT, I'LL SIGN THE PAPER

Johnny Russell signs the paper while
Grand Ole Opry manager Hal Durham
looks on. With the signing, in the 60th
year of the world-famed Grand Ole Opry,
Johnny Russell becomes the Opry’s 60th
member. He wrote “Act Naturally,”
which was a monster hit for Buck Owens
back in the 1960’s and was the only
country song sung during live perform-
ances by the Beatles. Plus big Johnny
boasts of more than 20 million in record
sales, overall. He had a big record on
RCA, “Red Necks, White Socks and
Blue Ribbon Beer,” and is also remem-
bered for his incredible performance of
“Catfish John,” another big record and a
great song.

Johnny had wanted to be a member of
the Opry since the beginning of his
career and was so humbly proud when he

LES LEVERETT

New Opry member Johnny Russell.

was inducted into the prestigious group
this summer. The rotund man of sound is
a real showman and a great songwriter
and singer. The marriage of Johnny and
the Opry should be a lasting one.

OLD WATERING HOLES NEVER GO
DRY OR THE ORCHID THAT

REFUSED TO DIE
World-famed Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge
closed for good March 20th of this vear
with media hullabaloo locally and nation-
allv. However, never fear, Johnny Rus-

BARE’S SECRET RECIPE

55365.

Bobby Bare was on hand to give Robert Morley some tips on cooking on
Morley’s Celebrity Chefs cable TV show. Bobby dropped by to show
Morley how to make squash pie with praline cream. The show, on CBN
cable network, is sponsored by Campbell Soup, and mixes a half hour of
talk, entertainment, fun and food. It features favorite recipes of the stars
served by the celebrities themselves. Host Robert Morley admits he'd
rather eat than cook and has been joined by many a star on his show,
including Carol Channing, Dick Cavett, Tony Randall and many others. By
the way, if you would like a copy of Bare's recipe, write to Celebrity Chefs
Recipes, Campbell Soup Company, PO. Box 478, Monticello, Minnesota

MARY BLOOM

sell is here. Not the Johnny of singing
fame, just a Johnny with same last
name! In mid-July it was hot and dry in
Music City, especially down on lower
Broadway. Not many smiles laced the
faces of the drunks, derelicts and folks
like me and vou who occasionally do go
to stare at The Ryman Auditorium.
Locks were on the door at Tootsie’s, but
were removed, and the watering hole of
such famed vocalists as Willie Nelson,
Kris Kristofferson, Faron Young, Tom
T. Hall. and Roger Miller was open once
more, to quench the thirst of stars and
star gazers alike.

The back door of Tootsie’s opened
directly to the backdoor of the old Ry-
man and many a thirsty artist would “up
and empty” a cool one between their
first and second shows at the Grand Ole
Opry. Rumor has it that some never
made it back for the second show, but
that’s another story, for another time.

When the Opry moved, lock, stock and
stars, out to the new Grand Ole complex
near Oprvland on Brilev Parkway in
1974, Lower Broad became an eyescre
to Nashville’s Mayor Richard Fulton,
and to all the eity's powers that be. They

planted a few flowers and the winos used
them for a urinal. The area became an
after-hours playground of massage par-
lors and ladies of the evening, and. of
course, crime ran rampant. The entire
neighborhood, including Too:sie’s, be-
came debilitated and dangerous. A ma-
Jjor overhaul of the club is underway by
new owner Johnny Russell, who has
owned other clubs in the lower Broad-
way area, but he promises the walls of
fame with the faded, dated stars’ photos
will remain untouched.

On the day that Tootsie’s re-opening
was due, 1 stopped at the car wash
outside Nashville in Madison. As I walk-
ed in to pay the attendant, I heard a
familiar voice and saw Whitey Shafer.
He did not recognize me, so I didn't say
anything. When his tires squealed as he
drove away, I looked at my watch. It was
exaetly 10:45 A M., fifteen minutes from
re-opening time of Tootsie’s. The car
bolted out of sight headed toward I-65,
and I couldn’t help but wonder if Whitey
was headed for Tootsie’s for one more
round in memory of all the good times he
and Lefty Frizzell spent drowning sor-
rows and dreaming up new =ongs. ®
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20 Questions with

The thing that always sirikes
one about Whisperin' Bill An-
derson is that he has so many
things going at once. Record-
ing. Writing. Television. Pro-
ducing. Since establishing
himself first as one of Nash-
ville's premier songuriters
and then as a performing art-
st in the 1960°s, Anderson
has been a presence in coun-
try music. But as the music
began to change and other
artists from the 1960’s began
to fade, Anderson kept right
on a changin', as the song
says, and the results have
surpassed even his
imagination.

We caught up with Bill An-
derson after he'd heen on «a
much needed Florida vaca-
tion and convinced him to
answer a quick 20 questions.

So what’s up with Bill An-
derson these days”

Mostly I'm trying to juggle
three careers. I get up in the
morning and look in the mir-
ror and say, “Who am I to-
day?” I'm the host of Fandan-
go and producer of You Can
Be « Star on The Nuashville
Network—that takes up about
one third of my time. I spend
about another third of my
time working for Po' Folks
Restaurants—and believe me,
I've learned a whole lot more
about the restaurant business
than I ever wanted to know!
And whatever’'s lett over, 1
put into the musie business.

2

Does it hurt to spend two-
thirds of your time away
from recording and perform-
ing?

Well, the whole business has
changed so much. I woke up

one morning and found myself

an old timer. ..

4

How has it changed, specifi-
cally?

Well, let’s go back to the davs
when I came to Nashville.
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When I came. vou knew ev-
ervbody. Knew what every-
body was doing. When some-
body had a hit. we all knew
about it. We all hung together.
Nowdays, I dont even know
people who are doing a similar
thing to what I'm doing.

As an ex-journalist, why do
vou think these changes
have come about in the busi-
ness?

Money is. of course, the un-
derlying thing. It went from
Motn and Pop to megabucks.
When people realized there
was that kind of money in
country music, it had to

change.

Have vou had a chance to
record any records at all
lately?

As a matter of faet, I have a
new album just out, ecalled
Yesterday. Today and Tomor-
row. It's a double album. On
one record, I went back in the
studio and recorded all the
older songs—in a lower key,
that is. On the other I do new

material.

What was it like doing the
old stuff again—not that
you've ever stopped doing it
on stage, but in the studio
again?

It was kind of a head trip. 1
wasn’t prepared emotionally
for what those old songs did to
me. I'll tell vou one thing—I
think I did them better than I
ever did before. I didn’'t have
to prove anyvthing. [ was
really relaxed. It was like be-
ing in the studio with old
friends. Then every old mem-
ory came floating back.
Where [ was when [ wrote the
song. What happened when I
first sang it. It was a real
memory trip.

Did you get a chance to write
any new ones’

Only one, “Pity Party.” [ was
working with Walter Haines,
who worked with Owen Brad-
ley, who, of course, did my
biggest hits. It was fun, so
much like working with
Owen. I dont think I can
remember an album that was
as much fun as this one.

Do you miss songwriting?

Let me tell you a story,
Michuel. 1 used to look at
other songwriters who got too
busy to write, and I'd say
that’s never going to happen
to me. Not me. Oh no. Not
me. Woops! It happened to
me! [ guess 1 could say 1
never really stopped song-
writing for myself. [ just got
confused about what was
acceptable.

What do you mean?

Well, I was alwavs an idea
writer. a lyrie writer. I'd write
a song with what I thought
was really good lyrics. play it
for someone, and they’d say,
“Hey, it doesn’t have a beat.”

(R

I'd say, "Listen to the words!

10

Did you stop writing songs
totally?

What I'd do is write a verse or
a chorus I really liked and
then stick it in a folder some-
where. I never really finished
or polished the song. But I
kept writing little pieces for

myself.
11

So describe for me how you
see Nashville today versus
Nashville when you first ar-
rived.

Evervbody’s trving to hit a
home run instead of trying to
hit singles and doubles—
that’s the old sportswriter in
me coming out. All the Pete
Roses of this business who hit
singles and doubles, there’s no
place for them. The offshoot is
that lovalty goes out the win-
dow. Country music becomes

like pop—vou're only as good
as vour last hit.

12

What's it like working for
The Nashville Network?
You know, The Nashville Net-
work is the biggest culture
shock to hit Music Row in
vears. They laughed at it, and
now thev're beating down the
door to get on it. As a person
who believed in it and who has
been involved in it from the
very beginning, I think that
it’s wonderful. I did the game
show the very first night The
Nashville Network signed on.
I also did an interview after
the Network signed on, and I
said that the night the Net-
work started would one day
be as important as the night
the Opry started. Maybe I
exaggerated a little, but let’s
wait and see.

13

Was it tough to go from be-
ing a performer on stage to a
game show host?

I'd had the experience of do-
ing just that on the ABC show
The Better Sex 1 hosted with
Sarah Purcell in 1976-77. But
ves, at first it’s a real shock.
No guitar! Nothing to hold on
to! At first that really drove
me crazy. Then [ just kind of
fell into it, started grooving
with it. I’ve always been com-
fortable talking with people
from my days in radio. I knew
what to do when they gave me
a ten-second countdown.

14

How did you get involved
with You Can Be a Star?

One of the people I worked
with asked me to become in-
volved working with the new
artists on a new show. We've
had three so far, and all three
have had chart records. One
of these days one of our win-
ners will become a big star

15

How did you get involved
with the Po’ Folks restau-
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rant chain? Was that your
idea?

No, not at all. In faect, the
chain was started in South
Carolina in 1975 and they
didn’t know anything about
Bill Anderson. Eventually,
one opened in Nashville, and
everybody told me how they
liked my restaurant, or they
were going to my restaurant
or something like that. It
wasn’t my restaurant! In fact,
it made me a little mad, my
name being so associated with
the phrase “po’ folks” from
the song. Finally 1 called the
guy up and said, “Hello, I'm
Bill Anderson and I think we
ought to talk about working
with each other.” He was de-
lighted, because he wanted to
talk to me and didn’t have any
idea how to go about it. It’s a

clear case of the good Lord
looking out after me. He obvi-
ously knew playlists were get-
ting shorter.

16

What do you do for Po’
Folks now?

I'm their official spokesman,
which, since there’s 153 res-
taurants, does tend to keep a
person busy. It's been a mar-
velous experience, partly be-
cause I've learned so much
about business, which [ knew
very little about.

17

Who's writing good songs
these days?

I don’t mean to sound petty,
but when me and Tillis and
Willie and Harlan Howard
and all the rest were writing,

there was only one name on
the songs. Now look at them.
Looks like a legal firm instead
of a songwriting credit. The
real test is how many of the
songs today will be remem-
bered in ten or 20 years.

18

I think you've touched on an
important point here. ..
Time. I wonder how many
artists today want to build 20-
25 year careers like we all did
when we came to Nashville. 1
wonder if they really want
what we wanted. ...

19

Quick plug time. You're pro-
ducing comedy albums?

Yep. Lewis Grizzard from
Georgia. I heard him and he
just blew me away, and now

the album is the best selling
album in the Atlanta area. I'd
like to do more of that, 'cause
there’s a lot of funny people
out there