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still heard regularly at the Afam Studio and
Gallery Coffeehouse, 1037 E. 75th St. Per-
sonnel: Wesley McLendon, Jose Williams,
reeds; Prentice Pilot, acoustic bass; Billy Mit-
chell, electric bass; Bobby Miller, drums, and
Cal Jones, the ju-ju man. The Gallery Trio
(Jose Williams, Gene Scott, bass; Miller) be-
gan weekly performances Oct. 22, along with
a variety of contemporary poets . . . The
Malcolm X College Band can be heard every
Monday at the That’s Life Lounge, 1445-W.
95th St. . . Franz Jackson’s group did a recent
concert at the Big Horn in Ivanhoe.

Baltimore: Hank Levy’s Towson State
Jazz Orchestra became the first Maryland
group to appear at the new John F. Kennedy
Center in Washington, where they appeared
Sept. 24 in the three-day jazz festival pro-
duced by Willis Conover. A week later, sev-
eral members of the band, who have orga-
nized a jazz-rock group called Gate and have
been in rehearsal since this summer, unveiled
the group at a concert at Towson State. They
played several of Levy's originals as well as
some tunes of their own, arranged by trom-
bonist Bunky Horak and keyboard man Obe-
diah Potsdam, III. The band tends to be a little
top-heavy (3 trumpets and 3 trombones
among 12 pieces) but the brass section is a joy
to listen to and they swing. Levy has worked
wonders with the Towson State students in
the few years he has been there . . . . Lee
Morgan’s group and the Barry Miles Trio ap-
peared at the Left Bank Jazz Society the first
two weekends in October . . . . The Coppin
State Jazz Society opened its fall program
Sept. 25 with Les McCann’s quartet . . . . The
Merriweather Post Pavilion closed out its sea-
son of rock concerts with appearances by Kris
Kristofferson and Blood, Sweat and Tears in
September. Two earlier concerts by Elton
John and Alvin Lee were marred by disturb-
ances, and whether there will be rock at Co-
lumbia next summer is open to question . . . ..
Meanwhile, Baltimore theaters have taken up
the slack. Chicago and the Jackson S played
the Civic Center in September, and the Lyric
Theater had Frank Zappa booked on Oct. 17
while Painter's Mill has the Allman Brothers
booked on the same date.

Detroit: A mid-September fire complete-
ly leveled one of Detroits more popular sup-
per clubs, Lofy's, which had been booking
star attractions for about a year. Owner Sam
Hadous vows to rebuild and continue the
format which showcased Al Hirt, Della Reese,
Johnny Ray, and a host of others . . . When
Buddy Rich finished his stint at the Moon
Supper Club, he held a successful concert at
Clarenceville High School in Livonia, playing
to a sellout audience of almost a thousand.
Young pianist Bobby Peterson made an ex-
cellent impression . . . Butch Miles, drummer
of the increasingly popular Austin-Moro big
band will be joining Mel Torme on a six-week
Asian tour . . . Stan Kenton will put in a
two-night concert appearance at Clarenceville
High School in mid-November, featuring a
first-time-in-the-area Kenton Clinic . . . Count
Basie moved into the Dearborn Town House
Oct. 25-26. The room is again headlining the
big band sound . . . Bakers Keyboard Lounge
welcomed back Les McCann for a ten-day
stay . . . Gene Ammons came in for a rare visit
with a one-nighter at Club Mozambique,

where Gloria Lynne was also featured
. A Nov. 6 date at the University :

recently . .

of Detroit was scheduled for Sergio Mendes
and Brazil 77. This was their first visit since .

they aged 11 years overnight.

Poland: The 11th International Pop:

Song Festival in Sopo was topped by several

renowned artists among whom the foremost
was Nancy Wilson. She was accompanied by
the Polish Radio Big Band plus a guest rhythm
section comprised of leading jazzmen:
Wledzimierz Nahorny, Jacek Bednarek, :
Wiladyslaw Jagiello. Miss Wilson gave a :

50-minute recital which proved her mastery
and perfect control of the audience . . . Jazz
Workshop-Chodziez 71 is the name of a sum-
mer music camp organized this year for the

first time by the Polish Jazz Society. This :
in a picturesque :

experiment gathered,
lake-and-woods area, 50 young amateur jaz-
zmen, giving them a chance to practice under
the supervision of leading Polish profes-
sionals: Lucjan Kaszycki (Theory of music,
ear training); Tomasz Stanko (wind in-
struments); Jann Jarczyk (arranging, band
leading); Marek Podkanowicz (string in-
struments); Janusz Stefanski (percussion in-
struments). The music camp was a success
and likely will be repeated during the winter in
the mountainous region of the country . .. The
14th International Jazz Jamboree (Oct.
28-31) promises to be the greatest of them all.
If nothing goes wrong, jazz enthusiasts will
get a chance to see and hear in Warsaw such
stars as Duke Ellington, Miles Davis, The Jazz
Giants, Ornette Coleman, Kurt Edelhagen's
Band and many other great artists.

WILKINS

continued from page 10

ball tackle and kicks the band like one. Bassist
Benny Hickman has that big sound and
steady rhythm that a big band needs. Snooky
Young-like Don Slaughter plays most of the
trumpet lead, although some is shared by Bill
Horner. (Basie wanted him bad!)

Now, the guy I've been saving for last is a
wonderful and beautiful musician and
man—and that's lead altoist-soloist Ted
Buckner. | remember Ted, fondly, as being
featured with the old Jimmie Lunceford band
along with altoist Willie Smith. 1 guess he’s
known mainly for his solo on the Lunceford
hit, Margie. But as far as I'm concerned, he’s
greater than ever. He really could have made
it in L.A. or New York, but he’s now a
grandfather —and he’s happy. I guess that's
what really counts —being happy, | mean.

One of the things that impressed me so
much that night was that although this was a
dance, and Jimmy's band played dance music,
this was a big, bad, jazz band! They made no
concessions, and yet the people there, in spite
of themselves, had a ball!

But nobody enjoyed himself as much as |
did.

Jimmy and his guys hope to soon go into a
new club, on a one-night-a-week basis, in the
same manner as Thad Jones and Mel Lewis at
the Village Vanguard and Clark Terry at the
Half Note in New York. 1 pray that it hap-
pens for them. It’s fine for a great band to be
danced to, but it should also be heard, and 1
believe there are enough jazz fans in Detroit
to support them.

Do you know what? All the guys in the
band have day gigs! —Ernie Wilkins
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