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he’s singing songs of Jimmy Rushing.

“I Left My Baby” appears on the Verve
soundtrack album and in the movie;
“Harvard Blues” is on the all-music
video to be released in the fall.

Ironically, it wasn't the bluesful
heritage of Kansas City that inspired
Mahogany to become a full-fledged
vocalist. “I heard Al Jarreau’s Look To The
Rainbow with Take Five’ on it. I thought
that was the way all music was going to
go—ijazz harmonies with, for want of a
better word, pop melodies. When I
checked out who Al Jarreau listened to,
that’s when I found Lambert, Hendricks
and Ross. Jon Henricks was really the
shit. He's got everything going. He's gota
good voice. He scats. He swings.

“I started researching backwards, all
the way back to Louis Armstrong. I had
access to Armstrong’s earlier stuff at the
Foundation, and I asked Ahmad Aladeen,
my clarinet and saxophone instructor at
the Foundation, what I should sing, what
tunes I needed to learn. He told me
songs like ¢ “A” Train,’ ‘Satin Doll,’ a list
of tunes.”

That he’s one of the best jazz singers
of his generation is obvious. That he’s one
of the few extraordinary male jazz singers
of his generation is a shame. I can name
(maybe) six young male jazz singers of
consequence—and even some of them
don’t have record deals. “I was told when
I first came up that records by male
singers don't sell, and before I signed
with enja, they were looking for a female
singer; but I convinced them to give me a
chance.”

Double Rainbow, his debut album from
’93, made it onto the Billboard charts and
introduced him to the wider jazz
audience. Kevin Mahogany, with Warner’s
marketing might, should catapult the
singer even further. And maybe his “hip-
hop” belief that jazz is “Still Swingin’ ” will
get through to other young male jazz
singers—and even the purists.

“I imagine that some people will say that
I'm trying to ‘cross over’ with that song,
but that’s not what it’s about. It’s what I
feel. It's what I'm saying.”

SELECTED DISCOGRAPHY
KEVIN MAHOGANY—Warner Bros. 46226
YOU GOT WHAT IT TAKES—enja 9039

SONGS AND MOMENTS—enja 8072
DOUBLE RAINBOW—enla 7097

s guest vocalist
TESTIMONIAL —Atiantic Jazz 82755 (Carl Allen)
IT DONT MEAN A THING—enja 8066 (ENin Jones)
DANGEROUS PRECEDENT—Sea Breeze 2046
(Frank Mantooth)
SOPHISTICATED LADY—Sea Breeze 2074
(Frank Mantooth)
DANGEROUS—Concord Jazz 4707
(Marlena Shaw)
PASSION DANCE—Telarc 83385 (Roseanna Vitro)
KANSAS CITY—Verve 529 554 (soundtrack)
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