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Growing Audiences
By Improving Fan Experiences
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Star Tour

en it comes to Gregg
Perloff talking about the

first tour he has ever produced,
the word is effusive. And he has
a right 1o be

“There's basically five major
promoters in Los Angeles that
were all quite skeptical,” Perlo
told Polistar
ing on the show tor a very long
time. Then | started talking to
people about the show and most

I had been work

kept saying, '‘Greqg, are you out
of your mind? A symphony show
with film clips and some special
effects?’ All of a sudden I started
second-guessing myself.”

Perloff, Sharry Wasserman
and the team at Another Planet
Entertainment had an idea fou
years ago to put together a
show, one that would not be
anything like the rock concerts
they usually promote. "Star
Wars” started coming to mind

Another Planet — located in
Berkeley, Caiif., and the flagship
producer of the Outside Lands
festival — is located near San
Rafael, home to George Lucas,
Lucastilm, THX and Industrial
Light & Magic

Another Planet approached
them with a traveling "Stai
Wars” idea, where visitors
would be “immersed” in an en
vironment filled with exhibits,

( 3 Mixed Sources

FSC

special effects and music

Turned out Lucasfilm had a
similar idea. But they were
looking at theatres; Anothe
Planet was thinking arenas
What is touring now - "Sta
Wars: In Concert” - is presented
ing to Lucas and Perloff, is cred
ing ard Roffm

ca 1e 1d

“"We would kid him about how

his concert was going and he
had to get Johnny [Williams] to
buy in and me to buy in,” Lucas
told CNN

But make no bones about it
the Berkeley-based promotion
company invested a large
amount of its own galactic gold
into this extravaganza

With Anthony Daniels, the
voice of C3P0, as narratc

Meyer MILO sound syste
pPIE

tra 0-voic “hoir

ar g HD

video screen to

likely passed if it was offered the
opportunity to produce this sho

Instead, it is a highlight o
he year, doing multiple nigh
in arenas, putting up sellout
numbers, getting standing
tions and touring all over the
world. After launching at The

; on and its curren
North America stint, it's off to
China. After all, it's mostly
sound and images — there’s no
need to understand the lyrics

WME Entertainment’s Marc
Geiger, the tour’s responsible
agent, is known for matching

artisis with the right-sized ven
ues. In this case Yoda, Luke and
the rest of the Resistance are
grabbing 19,210 people on a
Sunday night at the HP Pavilion
in San Jose
One recent tour made the in

e
shows in Los Angeles and

ting choice to book arena

nearby Anaheim, got slow ticket
sales in return and was e ]

ally canceled. "Star Wars,” on

Anaheim'’s Honda Center then
packed Nokia Theatre L.A. Live
uldn't nally st

urinL.A., said. B im

CLARENCE SPALDING former proscdent and

ever go on tour, it

1 1ad &

chairman of the Country Music. Association
board of threctons, wils surpisead with the CMA

1€ gs of a Pregident's Award at the Oct 7-8 board meetng

Spalding. whose Current managerment roster at
Spaiting Entertamment includes Brooks & Dunn

Jason Aldesn. Tern Glark and Sara Evans, served
as president in 2007 and charman in 08 The
rd1 I award s given annually at the discretion of the

dently that at least
one of the largest

promotion compa

president of the board — currantly Steve Moore
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all the detractors had their say,
Ryan stepped up and predicted
“Star Wars” would be a huge
hit. He even put money on it.
“[The Honda Center] did all of
the local advertising. They put
together a PBS special. They
worked with our PR company
and our people to develop an
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advertising plan,” Perloff said.
“"They had six people on their
staff assigned to just this show.
They did a phenomenal job.”

It’s a trend. "Star Wars” is
co-promoted by the buildings,
something Perloff characterized
as unique. Several are doing
this for the first time.

Many venues are using it to
demonstrate their often under-
appreciated ability to do creative
local promotions. The Ford Center
in Oklahoma City had a good time
with it, putting together a VIP
hospitality menu that includes
Princess Leia Cinnamon Roll Hair
Buns and TIE Fighter Ties Italian
Sausage Croissant Wraps.

"Go on the blogs, look at the
reviews. People have just loved
this show,” Perloff said.

There are other shows out
there — "Video Games Live”
comes to mind — where orches-
tras play to video. But unlike
the themes to "Silent Hill 2”
and "Bioshock,” the music of
the Lucas movies appeals to
people from age 10 to 80.

“"People are asking for dates
and you wouldn’t believe how
many markets there are that we
haven’t played,” he said.

The first leg of the tour in-
cludes an “all-star” orchestra
that has members of the Boston
Pops Esplanade Orchestra among
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others, and the second
leg is the Royal Philhar-
monic Concert Orches-
tra. Composer John
Williams rearranged
the score to match the
movie clips and was
pivotal in arranging the
show in chronological
order (rather than
starting with “Episode
4: A New Beginning,”
aka, the first film).

Then there’s the ac-
companying exhibit that
concertgoers can visit
before or after the show,
one that consists of
memorabilia, Williams’
handwritten composi-
tions and special-effect
photo ops.

“Lucasfilm is the best
company ['ve ever
worked with,” Perloff
said. “All they ask of us
is to protect the brand,

AP Photo

GARTH BROOKS GETS READY to perform again

at a press conference in Nashville Oct. 15. He later
announced a residency at The Encore Theatre at Steve
Wynn's Encore Casino — a venue formerly dedicated to
performances by the late Danny Gans. Ticket prices
are $125 and his first shows are Dec. 11-13.

then it’s ‘"What can [ do to help?’
Every time we've needed help — a
TV spot or the PBS special called
*‘The Making of Star Wars: In Con-
cert’ — Lucasfilm either did it or
was involved in helping us do it.”
The tour has
nearly 50 dates /
left between now
and when Nash-
ville’'s Sommet
Center wraps the
North American
leg Dec. 13.

|Joe Reinartz |

WME
Staying
Put?

The ongoing
saga of Ari
Emanuel’s alleged
default on William
Morris Endeavor
Entertainment’s
new six-story
building under
construction in
Beverly Hills con-
tinues with an-
other Los Angeles

publication saying WME staff
aren’t moving anywhere.

Nikki Finke's Oct. 9 Deadline
Hollywood column claimed to
have confirmation that WME
will break the lease with build-




ONE MILLION TICKETS
SOLD OVER THE PAST YEAR
WAY TO GO BRAD?
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BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN & THE E STREET BAND [,

final concert at Giants

ing owner George Comfort
& Sons based on the Gersh
agency's too—close-for-com-
fort proximity to WME's new
digs. Both companies would

Stadium Oct. 9 before the East

share parking and
valet service, a
point Emanuel al-
legedly considers
breach of con-
tract.

Finke’s col-
umn also said
the Willie Mo
staff will move
into Endeavor'’s
building.

However,
George Comfort
& Sons lawyer
Michael Federman
previously told
The Wrap that
WME doesn’t have
a legit reason to
break the lease
and had filed legal paperwork
stating so.

WME spokesman Christian
Muirhead told Pollstar the com-
pany has no comment

LN, Merger
Lobbyist Split

u/e Nation has reportedly
dumped Public Strategies, a

public relations and lobbying
firm it hired to manage its image
as the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice continues to probe its pro-
posed merger with Ticketmaster.

A Live Nation spokesman did
not respond to a request for
confirmation or comment at
press time, but the National
Journal reports that the two
companies issued a statement
saying they are committed to
the completion of the merger.

“We believe this merger will
build a more efficient and effec-
tive company moving forward,”
the statement reportedly said.
The companies have long said
they expect the merger to be
completed by year end.

It is often seen as a harbinger
of bad news to come when a
company dumps its lobbyist or
high-stakes PR firm as the “"end
game” approaches.

An unexpected parting of the
ways could mean damage control
in advance of an impending deci-
sion or something more benign,
such as a loss of confidence in
the image burnisher’s work.

But the news comes hot on the
heels of a blow to the merger,
which hit a major snag in early
October when the U.K.'s Competi-
tion Commission provisionally re-
jected the tie-up on the basis that
it would tend to
result in less com-
petition and higher
ticket prices.

headlines

see pages 33-39

UNITED KINGDOM
® LN-Ticketmaster Deadline
W College Acquires The 02
DENMARK
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SPAIN

m Boyzone's Gately Dies
AUSTRALIA

W Jackson Skit Scuffle
W Britney’s Dope Tests

companies have multiple lobby-
ists registered, but apparently
shared only Public Strategies.

According to public disclo-
sure filings, Public Strategies
appeared to do more work for
Live Nation — or at least it spent
more money on LN’s behalf.

Public Strategies spent
$270,000 advocating for Live
Nation in the first quarter and
another $30,000 in the second,
according to the filings. An-
other lobbyist, Akin Gump, filed
a registration in March to rep
Live Nation and spent $110,000
in the first half of the year.

Longtime TM reps Gibson
Dunn & Crutcher spent

National Jour-
nal did not men-
tion if there were
similar lobbying
concerns with
Ticketma
Public Strategies
registered as a
lobbyist for TM in
April and spent
$30,000 on its be-
half in the second
quarter. Both

CALIFORNIA LAWMAKERS voted Oct 14 to
allow AEG's Club Nokia in Los Angeles to be
exempt from a state ban on liquor ads inside
clubs. The bill, written by State Assemblyman
John Perez (D-Los Angeles) was passed by the
Senate 30 to 3, according to the Los Angeles
Times. The law prohibits the advertising of liquor
if the club is selling the brands being promoted
"At a time when we have the highest unemploy-
ment since the Great Depression, this bill will
help bring more jobs, more people back to work
in the city of Los Angeles,” State Sen. Tony
Strickland reportedly said.
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TYSON EVENTS CENTER

Tyson Events Center/Gateway Arena  The Historic Orpheum Theatre
10,000 Seat Concert Arena 2,500 Seat Concert Theatre

* 4.5 hours from Minneapolis * 3 hours from Des Moines / Ames
* 4 hours from Kansas City * 4 hours from Fargo

* 8 hours from Chicago Ioux

For booking information contact C ITY
Aran Rush, Executive Director « arush@sioux-city.org

Marketing Department: 800.593.2228 « fax: 712.279.4900 « 801 4th Street, Sioux City, IA 51101
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DICK DALE, BILLY COX AND CHARLIE DANIELS get front and center for a photo
capturing the newest class the Musicians Hall of Fame following a medallion ceremony
at the Schermerhorn Symphony Center in Nashville Oct. 12.

$60.000 on TM's behalf in the
second quarter. And in another
new lobbyist registration,
former Recording Artists’ Coali-
tion National Director Rebecca
Greenberg signed on in Sep-
tember as a TM lobbyist, ac-
cording to the National Journal.

Greenberg reportedly joined
the Ticketmaster team and CEO
Irving Azoff when the RAC,
which Azoff client Don Henley
founded, folded into the Re-
cording Academy in January. In
addition to being Henley’s
manager, Azoff was a RAC
board member.

IN ITS FIRST VENTURE into the Middle East,
Global Spectrum has been selected to man-

While the DOJ probe contin-
ues, the U.K. ruling prompted
merger critic Rep. Bill Pascrell,
D-NJ, to weigh in with a state-
ment lauding the Competition
Commission’s decision.

“The British authorities came
to the conclusion that to let these
two companies join together
would quell eompetition in the
primary ticket sales marketplace
and lead to higher ticket prices
for consumers,” Pascrell said.

“Ticketmaster and Live Na-
tion have much larger shares of
the market on this side of the
Atlantic. Therefore, [DOJ]
would have even
more reason to
prevent the
merger of these
two companies.”

age the 43,000-seal Zayed Stadium in Abu

Dhabi, which is undergoing renovation in prepa-
ration to host the FIFA World Cup in December.
The Philadelphia-based venue management
company will also provide consuilting and guid-
ance to the city of Abu Dhabi in hosting the
premier soccer tournament. The multiyear man-
agement agreement calls for Global Spectrum
to provide marketing, promotional support,

Rock
Gone Wild
Lawsuit

Promoter
Donnie

Frizzell has

baoking and scheduling as well as staff training

ard day-to-day operations at the stadium. Glo-
bal Spectrum’s Patrick Talty will serve as GM

and reside in Abu Dhabi.

moved forward
with his lawsuit
against Diamond
Jo Casino of
Northwood, lowa,

and its affiliates regarding the
cancellation of the Rock Gone
Wild festival originally sched-
uled Aug. 20-23.

The lawsuit, filed in Worth
County Court, accuses the ca-
sino and its managers, Kim Pang
and Scott Smith, parent com-
pany Peninsula Gaming, and
Peninsula Gaming CEO Jonathon
Swain of breach of contract, es-
toppel by detrimental reliance,
fraudulent misrepresentation
and fraudulent concealment.

Frizzell told Polistar the festi-
val cancellation was more than
just a financial blow.

“The lawsuit is based on their
unwarranted actions of Aug. 5
when we received a letter from
a 'legal entity’ representing
their organization and person-
nel, stating that they have
canceled the use of their
Northwood, lowa, premises
for this year’s ‘Rock Gone Wild
lowa’ festival due to ‘lowa
Gaming Regulations’ and the
‘Department of Corrections’
and to please remove all word-
ing from the official ‘Rock Gone
Wild’ Web site,” Frizzell said in
an e-mail. "These actions af-
fected a festival that’s been on
the go for over a year now [and
had] many people involved ...

“It still doesn’t make sense to
us. Why do something the de-
fendants knew would affect so
many people, good or bad and,
in this case, all you had to say
was 'No’ in the [first] place.
Now is the time for all to see.”

The festival, originally slated
for Freedom Park in Algona,
boasted a lineup with headliners
George Thorogood & The De-
stroyers, Jackyl, Dokken, Saxon,
Warrant, April Wine, Twisted
Sister, Lita Ford and Skid Row.

The event was moved to the
parking lot outside Diamond Jo
Casino in July reportedly to
handle an estimated 20,000 or
more concertgoers.

Copies of legal documents ob-
tained by Pollstar show that the
parties met and agreed on an oral
contract July 10. However, Pang

Boxg)fﬁc

otlight

Bruce Springsteen
& The E Street Band

Giants Stadium
East Rutherford, NJ

PROMOTER
{In-House Promotion)
Gross *2
Tickets Sold

Percentage Sold / 5 Shows
Ticket Prices

e-mailed Frizzell July 16 and

said the casino owners no long- @
er felt the event was “a good fit
for our property nor demograph-
ics” reportedly because of sexual
and nudity references in the Rock
Gone Wild promotion.

Frizzell agreed to remove
those references and, according
to the legal filing, Diamond Jo
reps agreed to host the festival
and drew up the formal contract.

However, the lawsuit claims
the formal contract terms didn’t
match the oral agreement and
Frizzell sent it back for revision
several times. He e-mailed Pang
Aug. 4 and informed him he
wasn’t willing to sign an agree-
ment that didn’'t represent the
terms the parties had agreed on.
Another issue the parties didn’t
agree on was the amount of liabil-
ity insurance casino reps required
for Rock Gone Wild to take place.

Diamond Jo Casino’s legal
counsel contacted Frizzell Aug.
5. saying Rock Gone Wild could
no longer be held on the casino
premises.

The lawsuit is asking for a
jury trial to determine unspeci-
fied punitive and exemplary
damages.

Tina Amendola

Diva Discourse
Leads To Suit

APhiladelphia promoter is
suing a booking agency



pearance the agent

Cl
G"Town Entertainment
Blige is repped by

WME Entertainment
and managed by record
company exec Kend

C sl nat

ige,
Houston and Chaka
Khan, according 1o the
suit. The show was to
happen at the Atlanti
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No Static At All

» Do you own an iPhone or
iPod Touch? Did you know
the devices have FM radio
capabilities Apple has yet
to activate?

So says tech blog
9to5Mac.com, which recently
reported Apple is developing
a FM radio app for the devices.
But integrating tags so radio
listeners could purchase songs
they hear on the radio directly
from iTunes is more compli-
cated than previously thought,
and is holding up the app’s
completion.

One of the major criticisms
directed at the iPhone and
iPod Touch is that the units
lack a FM receiver. That the
company integrated FM into
the latest version of iPod Nano
means Apple is thinking FM
but is still trying to work it
into whatever grand plan
Steve Jobs has charted for the
consumer electronics behe-
moth.

FM may be the last dividing
line between Microsoft's Zune
and Apple’s various iPod lines.
It’s thought the inclusion of a
FM receiver in Zune was the
tipping point luring some con-
sumers to purchase Microsoft’s
gadget over Apple’s gizmos.

According to 925Mac.com,
this wouldn’t be the first time
Apple has quietly placed
hardware on one of its devices
to be activated at a later date.
The second-generation
version of the iPod Touch
had Buetooth capabilities
that weren’t activated until
nine months after the device
landed in stores. The tech site
also says the latest iPods and

BYTES

iPhones have 802.11n +5GHZ
wireless networking features,
but evidently Apple hasn’t yet
decided the time is right to
activate those capabilities

Dre’s HP Envy

P If you've been holding your
breath waiting for a computer
partially designed by Dr. Dre,
you can now exhale.

The HP Envy 15 Beats is
a limited edition notebook PC
resulting from a collaboration
between HP engineers, Dre
and Interscope Geffen AGM
Records chairman Jimmy
Iovine.

It’s all about the beats
as in Beats Electronics, the
company lovine and Dre
founded in 2006 to develop
and sell headphones so good
that listeners would think they
were in the actual recording
studio. When Iovine and Dre
decided to add computers to
Beats, they turned to HP.

“We found that most PCs
downgrade sound to unac-
ceptable levels and when you
reduce it further to a limited
platform, like an MP3, the
music doesn’t stand a
chance,” lovine said. “If music
is an emotion, if it sounds bet-
ter, then the emotion is better.
With HP, we found a partner
willing to take the steps to
improve the overall sound
in the PC and to bring it up
to the level that musicians
hear in the studio.”

Of course, any notebook
PC sporting a Dr. Dre con-
nection must be stylish and
the Envy 15 Beats is no excep-
tion. Described as featuring a
high-gloss “piano back” finish,

the computer’s overall look
was designed to fit in with
Beats Electronics’ headphone
line and comes bundled with
Beats Audio software.

But Dre and lovine weren't
the only music pros contribut-
ing to the computer’s specs.
Wil.I.Am, Timbaland, Polow
Da Don and Pharrell were also
instrumental in bringing the
Envy 15 Beats machine to life.

“Beats is about sound,” Dr.
Dre said. "That's all it’s ever
been about, starting with the
headphones and now moving
to the Beats Envy computer
we're doing with HP. The
laptop is the new stereo for a
lot of people and that’s why
we’re putting out this com-
puter with incredible sound.”

Pepsi App
Fails To Score

P Need a quick reference for
pickup lines to use on women
as well as conversational sub-
jects like indie bands, movies
and local vegan restaurants?
As Apple might say, "There's
an app for that.”

The free iPhone app — Amp
Up Before You Score - is from
PepsiCo and is meant to pro-
mote the company’s Amp en-
ergy drink. However, since its
release earlier this month it
has been getting more criti-
cism than accolades.

The app, which is limited
to users 17 and older, gives
users several stereotyped
representations of women,
including “artist,” “aspiring
actress,” “athlete,” “rebound
girl” and “political girl.” Pick-
ing one of those selections
gives you a list of items,
including pickup lines and
possible conversation starters.

For example, picking “so-
rority girl” gives you several
pickup lines, including, "So
what did you do today aside
from being awesome?”
“You're by far the hottest in
your pledge class,” and "Can |
tappa your gamma?”

Yes, it’s that bad.

Each category of woman
also comes with several items
that could best be described
as conversation starters. For
instance, the sorority girl cat-
egory includes a quick refer-
ence list of Greek letters, and
“rebound girl” lists motiva-
tional quotes of the day.

But aside from the sheer
tackiness of the app, PepsiCo
is also getting flak for includ-
ing a feature that allows male
users to keep track of their
sexual exploits and include,
along with the woman’s name,
the date of the of conquest
and comments about the ex-
perience, which can be shared
on social networking sites
such as Facebook and Twitter.

So you have an app de-
signed for picking up women
and then bragging about it on
the Internet. Needless to say,
PepsiCo isn’t exactly receiving
any praise for it.

On Oct. 12 social network-
ing blog Mashable ran with
a piece about the app titled
“Alienate your female custom-
ers? Pepsi has an app for
that.”

On the other hand, John
Sicher, editor and publisher
of trade publication Beverage
Digest didn't go as far as to
criticize PepsiCo, but did offer
up a somewhat lukewarm sup-
portive response.

“PepsiCo as a company has
a culture that's respectful of
women,” Sicher said while
noting the soft drink
manufacturer’'s CEQ is a
woman. “It's attempting to be
edgy and humorous with this
app and nothing more.”

So far PepsiCo has contin-
ued to defend the app.
Spokeswoman Nicole Bradley
said the app is only available
to users 17 and older who
"choose to opt in to the expe-
rience.”

“The application was de-
signed to entertain and appeal
to Amp’s target,” Bradley said.
“"We’ll continue to monitor the
feedback from all parties and
act accordingly.”

Continued On Page 32
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THE COURT OF APPEALS in Albany, N.Y., heard
arguments Oct. 14 regarding securing land for the
future home of the New Jeisey Nets.

as required by the agreement,
DefendaAts submitted the docu-
ment with fiaudulent signature
and initials” and requesting the
ba.ance of the deposit of
$125,000, according to the suit.

Considéring the contract
agreement suspicious, Black
Star countered that it wanted
its $25,000 binder returned.

The suit claims Black Star
never got its money back and
seeks a jury tria!. It seeks un-
specified telief for monetary
damages, triple damages, costs
of suit, compensatory damages
and attorneys’ fees.

G"Townls Web site describes
the company as a “full service
entertainment booking agency”
and lists dézens — including Jay-
Z, Chris Brpwn and Destiny’s
Child  as acts on its roster under
the title “Book This Art:sts [sid.”

On the iite's FAQ section, it
says that if an act isn’t on its
roster, “Let us know who you're
locking for and we’ll find them
for you.”

Appeals Court
Hears Atlantic Yards

Oppongnts of the Atlantic
Yards project in New York

City that isto include the future

home of the New Jer-
sey Nets once again
pleaded their case

Oct. 14 when the
state’s Court of Ap-
peals heard arguments
regarding the long-
running battle over
the land.

Developer Forest
City Ratner’s proposed
22-acre Brooklyn
project, which has
been hit with numer-
ous lawsuits and fi-
nancial setbacks, will
mainly enrich the
developer’s pocket-
book, opponents say.
They argue that the
use of eminent domain
for the $4.9 billion de-
velopment is antitheti-
cal to the state's constitution
that says “private property
shall not be taken for public
use without just compensa-
tion.”

Plaintiff attorney Matthew
Brinkerhoff represents a group
of business owners and tenants
who've vowed to stay in the
area marked for development.

He told the court that while
“anything that is owned by the
government and opened for
public use by law constitutes
public use,” the state’s agree-
ment to lease the proposed
Barclays Arena back to Forest
City, which owns the Nets,
means the facility would not be
publicly owned.

Empire State Development
Corp. attorney Philip Karmel ar-
gued in court that the Brooklyn
area marked for the construc-
tion was found blighted as a
whole, which qualified as a le-
gitimate use of eminent domain
for the project.

The court is expected to rule
on the case, previously upheld
by lower courts, next month.

Forest City spokesman Joe
DePlasco recently told the New
York Times that the developer
intends to move forward and
begin construction “before the

end of the year,”
but the project is
facimg a tight
deadline.

QOfficials an-
nounced a $200
million deal with a
billionaire Russian
investor for a ma-
jority share of the
team and a minor-
ity share in the
arena last month,
but Forest City
needs to break
ground on the
arena before
Dec. 31 to meet
an IRS deadline to
sell tax-exempt
bonds to fund the
remainder of the venue.

Atlantic Yards could also be
affected by another lawsuit
against the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority that gave
Forest City part of the land in
question as part of a “"sweet-
heart deal,” the New York Post
reported.

“"While the MTA is forcing
serviee cuts and fare increases
on the people of New York,
they are giving ... Ratner just
about a free ride,” lead plaintiff
state Sen. Velmanette Mont-
gomery (D-Brooklyn) said in
the suit.
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Nederlander Eyes
Santa Monica Civic

The fabled but aging Santa
Monica Civic Auditorium

may get a shot in the arm with
a public/private partnership be-
ing negotiated with Nederland-
er Concerts.

The California beach town'’s
city council on Sept. 22 autho-
rized negotiations with the con-
cert promoter in hopes that the
venue, which formerly hosted
the Academy Awards and sev-
eral historic concerts, can get
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THE GOO GOO DOLLS PERFORM while former Olympic medalists Nancy Kerrigan,
Sasha Cohen and Michael Weiss skate at the Honda Center in Anaheim, Calif., Oct. 6
The “Improvice” event was taped for an NBC special to air Chnstmas Day.

both physical and programming
upgrades.

Because negotiations are in
the preliminary stage,
Nederlander wouldn't divulge
details of its plans for the
3,500-capacity Santa Monica
venue but did confirm the talks
through a spokeswoman.

Nederlander, in addition to its
stature as a concert and theatri-

| Gold Album
Certifications
Chickenfoot, Chickenfoot 06/09
George Strait, 7wang 08/09
Kutless, Strong Tower 02/05

Maxwell, Blacksummer’snight 06/09
Various, Now That'’s ... Vol. 31 06/09

Platinum Album
Certifications

Avx

Black Eyed Peas, The EN.D. 06/09
Colbie Caillat, 2M, Coco 07/07
Dave Matthews Band, Big... 06/09
Lady Antebellum, Lady...  04/08
Rascal Flatts, Unstoppable  04/09
Darius Rucker, Learn To Live 09/08
Soundtrack, Jersey Boys... 10/05
Taylor Swift, 4M, Fearless 11/08

Taylor Swift, 4M, Taylor Swift 10/06
T.1., 2M, Paper Trail 09/08
Zac Brown Band, The. 11/08

12

cal promoter, is quickly making
a name for itself by taking on
classic buildings, most recently
the San Jose Civic Auditorium,
giving them makeovers and
returning them to glory. It also
operates the Los Angeles Greek
Theatre, Santa Barbara Bowl and
Hollywood's Pantages Theatre.

Santa Monica began seeking
a new manager of the Civic Au-
ditorium last summer, and
Nederlander was the sole com-
pany to submit a statement of
qualifications. City Hall staffers
were satisfied.

“This is based on their years
of experience, their financial ca-
pacity, their expertise in work-
ing with historic facilities,”
Jessica Cusick, Santa Monica’s
cultural affair manager, wrote in
a staff repart that was cited by
the Santa Monica Daily Press.
“First and foremost in our minds
was their national reputation for
quality and breadth of the prod-
ucts they provide.”

The city council voted in May
to earmark roughly $25 million
in redevelopment agency funds
to pay for renovations, accord-
ing to the Daily Press.

Architect Welton Becket,
whose work includes the Dor-
othy Chandler Pavilion in down-
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After students expressed concerns that gang-
affiliated Gucci Mane was not a good choice for
the homecoming concert for North Carolina State
A&T University, a predominantly black school,
the Oct. 31 headliner was switched to rapper
Plies, according to the Famuan newspaper ...

town L.A. and
Hollywood's
iconic Capitol
Records building,
designed the
Santa Monica
Civic, which was
built in 1958.

It's hosted film
festivals, trade
shows and more
than a few legendary concerts,
including The Rolling Stones,
David Bowie and Prince.

Promoter: Employee
Burned Me

The promoter of a canceled
Chaka Khan / Tyrese con-

cert scheduled for July 10 in
Rochester, N.Y., says he was
was ripped off by one of his em-
ployees for thousands of dollars
in ticket money and he'’s filed a
breach-of-contract lawsuit to
get it back.

John Brown, owner of Ex-
treme Graphix Ink and Sniper
Inc., filed a lawsuit in Monroe
County Superior Court claiming
he hired Curtis Bell to handle
most of the details for the con-
cert scheduled at Main Street
Armory. Duties included tick-
ets; advertising; hotel and
travel accommodations; and
sound and lighting. Brown
agreed to pay Bell $7,500 to do
the job, according to Court-
house News Service.

However, the lawsuit says the
Armory was shut down by the
city a few weeks before the
show because of “various legal
problems,” putting the kibosh
on the event. A “large quantity”
of tickets — including some VIP
ducats — were allegedly in Bell's
possession at that time and
more than $181,000 in tickets
is allegedly missing.

Brown also claims that Bell
owes him about $157,000 for
concert expenses, according to
CNS.

Main Street Armory and
Ticketmaster are also named in
the suit.

Koka Booth Amphitheatre at Regency Park in
Cary N.C., had the smallest deficit of its six years
in existence, according to year-end budget pro-
pieces of sod have been laid at the new Red
Bull Arena, the flagship soccer stadium ex-
pected to open up in Harrison, N.J., March 27 ...
Harry Potter and Spider-Man can pound sand:
Michael Jackson's “This Is It" was predicted to
rake in $250 million in its first five days.

| Kingsland Ent’'ment Agency
| Louisiana Fiya

| Lustig Talent Enterprises

| Stella Parton

| Paquin Entertainment Agency
‘ Said The Whale

| Paradigm (NY)
The Emergency Room | Matt Skiba
Family Of The Year | Mike Super
The New Amsterdams | Vita
Thousand Foot Krutch

Kingsland Ent’'ment Agency
Wayne Toups & Zydecajun

Ardent Music
Jump Back Jake | Star & Micey

Barsuk
Phantogram

Creative Soul
Canopy Red

Tate Label Group
Jupiter Wind

Bomb Scare
Shuts Rose Garden

AChristian women’s con-
ference at Rose Garden
Arena in Portland, Ore., was
canceled for the day Oct. 9
when a venue worker found
what appeared to be a pipe
bomb in one of the restrooms.
Police spokesman Sgt. Mike
Marshman told the Oregonian
that officers responded at about
6 p.m. to a call during the
Women of Faith conference



PAULA ABDUL SHARES THE STAGE with American Idal runner-up Adam Lambert and
Snoop Dogg te announce the nominees for the 2009 American Music Awards Oct. 13

scheduléd for Oct. 9-10. Officers
then called the bomb squad to
examine what was described as
a suspiciously placed PVC pipe.

Bomb, squad members neu-
tralized the device, which re-
portedly turned out 10 be empty.

“They were scratching their
heads,” Marshman told the pa-
per. "There’s nothing in it; it's
not even a hoax device.”

Venud staff decided to evacu-
ate the quilding as a precaution.
About 2,500 women were inside
and about 8,000 were waiting to
get in at the time of the closure.

The cénference took place as
scheduled the next day, the
Oregomin said.

HoB Security
Guard Arrested

Chicago House of Blues
security guard was ar-
rested and charged with misde-

meanor battery after he
allegedly struck a waman in the
face outside the club during a
fracas caught on video Oct. 12.
A Chicago police spokesman
said Darrell Gibson got into an
altercation with a woman who
sustained minor injuries, accord-
ing to the Chicago Sun-Times. A
video of the incident was up-
lnaded to|YouTube but was
quickly removed as a violation of

the site’s terms of use. It has
since resurfaced on other sites.
Live Nation, which owns the
House of Blues chain, said it is
looking into the incident. The
company released a statement
saying, "We take our responsi-
bility to maintain the safety of
both our patrons and the artists
who play at the House of Blues
very seriously ... and will coop-

erate fully with the authorities.”

The scuffle apparently began
when the security guard at-
tempted to confiscate the
woman's camera. Hanson was
playing the HoB the night in
question, but police didn’t con-
firm the woman attended the
show.

The video shows the two en-
gaged in a shouting match and
what appears to be the guard
knocking the woman to the
ground.

AMA Noms
Announced

Taylor Swift came in tops
with Michael Jackson and

Eminem also leading the pack
during nominations for this
year’s American Music Awards
that saw the artists scoring six,
five and four nods, respectively.
While Swift, Jackson and
Eminem were selected for sev-

o104d 4V

eral different cat-
egories, all three
are vying for the
AMA's artist of the
year honor.
Coming in just
shart of the front-
runners with three
nominations each
were Beyoncé,
Black Eyed Peas,
Lady Gaga, Kings
Of Leon and T.I.
The country
categories for this
year's show in-
cluded dual nods to Swift, Ras-
cal Flatts and Zac Brown Band.
Eminem, Jay-Z and T.I. were
nominated for both of the AMA's
rap/hip-hop trophies. Jackson,
Beyoncé and Black Eyed Peas
each picked up two noms for
souyrhythm & blues categories.
Other categories represented
at the American Music Awards,
set for Nov. 22 at the Nokia
Theatre L.A. Live, will include
pop/rock, alternative,
soundtracks, Latin, inspira-
tional and adult contemporary.
Although nominees are se-
lected from Nielsen radio air-
play data and CD sales info,
fans choose the winners
through online voting.
Artists scheduled to perform
at the show include Alicia Keys,
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Black Eyed Peas, Adam Lambert
and Jennifer Lopez.

Revamped Eastman
Theatre Debuts

The newly renovated Kodak

Hall at Eastman Theatre

at University of Rochester, N.Y.,

reopened Oct. 8 with a sold-

out performance by the Roch-

ester Philharmonic Orchestra.
The upgrades to the Italian

Renaissance-style theatre,

built in the 1920s, include

a state-of-the-art sound

system, reconfigured seating

with improved sightlines,

orchestra and mezzanine-

level box seating, new heating

and air conditioning systems,

an expanded inner lobby and
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THE NEWLY RENOVATED Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre at University of Rochester in New York state held its grand reopening Oct. 8.

new carpeting among the
amenities

About half of the cost for the
renovations was obtained through
donations by Rochester-based
Eastman Kodak Company and
funding from New York State,

along with some private donations.

The theatre revamp is part of
an ongoing $47 million project
at the university’s Eastman
School of Music, which is sched-
uled for completion in 2011.

Judge Tosses Suit
Over RFP

ignature Entertainment

didn’t actually have a con-
tract to breach when manage-
ment of the St. Augustine
Amphitheatre was handed to
St. Johns County’s Parks and
Recreation Department, a
Florida judge ruled Oct. 6.

The county agreed to negoti-
ate a contsact with Signature En-
tertairment of Point Vedra Beach
(not to be confused with a com-
pany of the same name in Cali-
fornia) after the firm responded
to a request for proposals.

14

However, Circuit Judge Mich-
ael Traynor, in dismissing the
case with prejudice, wrote that
an RFP is equal to an “invitation
to bid” — and when it couldn’t
reach a contract agreement,
the county was free to look
elsewhere.

"[The] selection of [Signature
Entertainment] was simply an
agreement to negotiate a con-
tract and not the forming of a
contract between the parties,”
the St. Augustine Record re-
ported Traynor as ruling.

A suit dismissed "with preju-
dice” cannot be refiled.

Signature CEO Bruce Lucker
told the paper his attorney is
examining the ruling and con-
sidering the company’s legal
options. He said he was “not
concerned, but surprised” the
judge ruled he could not refile.

The St. Johns County Com-
mission reportedly dismissed
Signature’s managemens pro-
posal in March 2007, opting in-
stead to turn over management
duties to the parks department.

“The county is gratified
for the well-reasoned decision

rendered by the Court in this

matter,” county
attorney Patrick
McCormack told
the Record. “Fur-
thermore, tax-
payer dollars will
be saved.”

St. Johns
County had pro-
jected that while
Signature’s offer
would likely bring
in more money
than a county-run
operation, Signa-
ture would also
likely incur more
expenses.

Signature told
the County Com-
mission in April
2007 that it was
owed $575,000 in
“expenses and lost
profits” after it was
dropped from con-
sideration, and
subsequently filed
suit.

“We were not
treated fairly, hon-

estly or ethically [by the County
Commission],” Lucker told the
Record at that time. "We were
told to negotiate a contract, and
we hired an attorney [whol nego-
tiated every single segment of
that contract. We spent an inor-
dinate amount of money.”

McCormack told the paper he
had tried to discourage the suit,
saying to file was without legal
merit. “We tried to avoid litiga-
tion here,” McCormack told the
paper. “"We presented to them
the reasons why we felt that
county had a strong position.
My opinion at the time was,
‘Just say no.’ I [didn’t] think
they had a claim.”

Casino Antes Up
For Arena

The owners of the Rivers
Casino agreed Oct. 8 to pay
$2.3 million rather than face fines

from the Gaming Contro! Board
stemming from a dispute over

BUJU BANTON played the Rockit Room in San
Francisco and the concert involved pepper
mmuwmmbmm
protestors. Banton's 1988 song “Boom Bye Bye”
advocated viofence against gays and has
caused the Jamaican reggae artist 1o be can-
celed at several U.S. clubs. Even after he and his
staff met with leaders of San Francisco’s gay
mﬂymwhm calling the song

mmwmewrmmm
hour after protestors left the show, there was an
“incident” in the audience reportedly involving
pepper spray. Banton's keyboard player left the
stage and a third of the crowd dispersed, but
everything was back to normal 10 minutes later,
the Examiner teported.

IN PREPARATION for Bon Jowi's The Circle,
which is expected to be released Nov. 10, Jon
Bon Jovi has taken on the role of "artist in resi-
dence" for NEC for two months. Acknowledging
to the New York Times that the concept is the
result of "a shrinking media environment,” Bon
Jovi will promote the album on “Today," “The
Tonight Show." “The Jay Leno Show" “Saturday
Night Live” and do an interview on the "NBC
Nightly News' with Brian Williams, according to
the Times. Hewllevmappwwﬂh.lunesﬂpm

on "Inside the Actors Studio” on Bravo - an NBC
Unmsaldwml.
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SOULJA BOY ARRIVES at the BET Hip Hop Awards in Atlanta Gct. 10 after being
released from jail on an obstruction count. A week easlier, the "Crank That” star was
arrested after police responded to a call to an abandoned house in Georgia, saw 40
people scatter, and was falsely told by the rapper they were shooting a video.

timing of payments toward a new
arena For the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Holdings Acquisition Co.
agreed to make a payment to
the city-county Sports € Exhi-
bition| Authority, which is build-
ing the $325 million Consol
Energy Center. A licensing con-
dition requires the casino to pay
$7.5 million for 30 years to help
fund the arena and the payment
deadline recently passed.

The casino’s owners, who
rescued the stalled project from
possible bankruptcy last year,
have said they believed the first
payment wasn’t due until at
least 2010.

The arena is scheduled to

pen August 2010.

Holdings Acquisition, which
made the payment a day after
the qaming Control Board’s in-
vestigation and enforcement
burefu recommended action
against the casino, called it a
“ges!iure of good will” while it
negotiates final payment dates
with the SEA, according to the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Two Pennsylvania state sena-
tors on Oct. 8 reportedly added
langlrlage into a proposed bill le-
galizjng table games that would
susand Rivers Casino’s license

and appoint a trustee to run it if
payment was not received by
Oct. 25. Casino officials told the
paper the decision to make the
$2.3 million installment had
nothing to do with either the
gaming board’s threat of fines or
the proposed legislation.

The casino and SEA have re-
portedly been wrangling for
months over 1the timing of
arena payments.

T.1. Wins BET Award
From Prison

CIifford Joseph Harris, Jr.,
better known as T.1., has a
couple of BET Hip-Hop Awards
to spruce up his prison cell.

The rapper won album of the
year for “Paper Trail,” while his
recording with Rihanna - "Live
Your Life” — snagged best col-
laboration.

T.1. is serving a one-year sen-
tence at an Arkansas peniten-
tiary for a federal weapons
conviction. His fiancée, Tameka
“Tiny"” Cottle, read an accep-
tance letter on his behalf.

“Although I'm not there with
you all, I'm there in spirit,”
Cottle read from the letter. "My
road to redemption is almost

... Thanks
for the support.”

Other artists
honored at the
awards event in
Atlanta included
Jay-Z for MVP of
the year and
Drake receiving
rookie of the year.

The “I Am Hip-
Hop” award went
to Ice Cube, who
said his filmmaking
career might result
in more awards in
the future.

“"When you get
recognized by your peers for a life
of work, you got to be humble,”
said the artist whose real name is
O’Shea Jackson. “I'm honored oy
this. 1 have 20 more years of work
left in me. I hope [BET] is ready to
give out two of these awards.”

Busta Rhymes presented the
DJ of the year award to DJ AM,
who died in August from what
the medical examiner ruled was
an accidental overdose.

The BET Hip-Hop Awards
will air Oct. 27.

over.

Promoter Cleared
In Canada

A:oncert promoter in
Stratford, Ontario, wha
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bounced a $200,000 check just
before a 2006 festival has been
acquitted of charges including
fraud and making a false state-
ment in writing.

Promoter Chris Parson
recently testified in a pro-
vincial superior court that
he thought he’d found lenders
in a National Hockey League
player and local businessman
who would cover the remainder
of a $400,000 advance for the
Tragically Hip, the Beacon
Herald reported.

Parson had reportedly re-
ceived word from Stratford
Mayor Dan Mathieson, who'd
connected the promoter with
the lender contacts, that the

NOT ALL LITTLE BLACK BAGS
HAVE STETHOSCOPES.
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CIRQUE DU SOLEIL founder Guy Lallbene (R) glves closing remarks durmg his TV/

Internet show from the Internationa

the Canadian billionai

men had agreed to put up the
funds for the advance.

However, after Parson depos-
ited the check into his Standing
Ovation Productions’ account
and wired the money to the
Hip’s agency, it was soon dis-
covered that the loan had never
made it to the promoter'’s ac-
count, the Herald said.

At issue during the case was
the communication timeline be-
tween Parson and Mathieson.

THE QUEEN of the Hardly Strictly
Bluegrass festival in San Francisco's

Golden Gate Park is now a doctor, too
Emmylou Harris is presented with an
honorary doctorate in music from Berkiee

16
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re paid $35 million for the mio,

According to the Herald's
report, the mayor testified in
court that while he may have
sent the promoter a text mes-
sage that said, "They're in,” he
followed up later in the evening
with another message that said
the men were not interested.

By then, it was too late. Par-
son testified he got the mes-
sage after the advance funds
had been transferred to the
band.

An attorney for the province
suggested Parson went to the
bank late in the day and con-
vinced bank staff to release the
funds to the agency as part of a
“scheme.”

Justice Roland Haines, who
oversaw the case, ruled other-
wise, explaining he had reason-
able doubt about whether
Parson’s intentions were dis-
honest.

“The issue is what was in his
mind and what he subjectively
believed when the check was
deposited,” Haines said in court
according to the paper. “"He be-
lieved the funds to cover the
check were in transit, already in
the account or would be there
within that day.”

13 Hurt In

St. Louis Mishap

Al escalator accident at
Scottrade Center injured

13 hockey fans, including five

who were hospitalized, at the
end of the St. Louis Blues’ NHL

home opener Oct. 8. A fire de-
partment spokesman described
the injuries as not serious and
said the malfunction is under
investigation.

Fire Capt. Bob Keuss said
a crowded escalator carrying
fans broke down around

we have already begun to inves
tigate the cause of the accident.”
This mishap was at least the
fourth of its kind in recent years
at sports stadiums.
A 2007 accident at Giants
Stadium in East Rutherford,

9:30 p.m.

“From what | could tell from

looking at it, it
looked like the
bottom four steps
collapsed,” he
said, explaining
rails on the sides
of the escalator
collapsed, causing
the bottom steps
to buckle.

One person’s
shoe or clothing
had to be freed
from the mecha-
nism.

Other wit-
nesses reported
that the down es-
calator seemed to
speed up, then
abruptly halt,
throwing fans
into each other,
according to the
St. Louis Post-
Dispatch.

Blues owners
Dave Checketts,
Mike McCarthy
and Ken Munoz,
and club pre-
sident John
Davidson re-
portedly went
to the hospital
to check on the
four adults and
one child who
were hurt.

"The safety of
our fans is always
our first and fore-
most concern,”
ownership group
spokesman Eric
Gelfand said. "We
are hopeful they
are well and being
taken care of and

N.J., injured seven after a foot-
ball game; 30 were hurt after a
Colorado Rockies baseball game

BRENDAN MULLEN, 60. known for giving early
punk rock a West Coast haven at The Masque in
Los Angeles, died of a massive stroke at Ventura
County Medical Center Oct. 12. Mullen showed
no signs of heart trouble and a doctor told the Los
Angeles Times, “Sometimes your number is just
up.” The founder of the late '70s club brought in
an endless supply of punk rockers, creating a
West Coast foundation for the genre. Bands that
called the Masque home included The Germs,
The Go-Go's, X, The Dickies, The Plugz. The
Weirdos, The Skulls and The Flesh Eaters

BOB PATTON, who promoted and booked
James Brown for many years, died of an aortic
aneurysm in Atlarta Oct. 7. Patton, 70, began his
career at Dayton, Ohio, radio station WDOH in
1964 and went to work for the Godfather of Soul
four years later. Patton had personal and profes-
sional relationships with such legends as Elvis
Presley, Sam Cooke, Jerry Lee Lewis, B.B. King
and Isaac Hayes, also booking artists for "Ameri-
can Bandstand," according to the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution. A memorial service will be an-
nounced at a later date.

FREDDY ROBINSON, a blues guitanst also
known as Abu Talio, died of cancer Oct. 8 at a
Lancaster, Calif., hospital. Robinson, 70, recorded
and toured with Ray Charles, Little Walter, Howlin'
Wolf and others. The Tennessee native also wrote
and recorded several hits including “Black Fox,”
“At the Drive-In," “Bluesology” and "After Hours.”
He most recently r=corded a jingle for Southwest
Airlines and appeared in the commercial.

“CAPTAIN” LOU ALBANO. 76, the wrestling
personality who is credited in part for reviving the
sport in the '80s, ciied at his home in Carmel,
N.Y,, Oct 14. Although the cause of death was
not immediately released, Albano had been suf-
fering from severa illnesses and was living at
home with his family under hospice care. Captain
Lou began his career in the '60s as half of “The
Sicilians” tag team: Although he was a member
of World Wrestling Federation from 1983-96,
much of his success came from managing other
wrestlers in the '70s. His fame hit new heights in
1983 when he appzared in Cyndi Lauper's video
for "Girls Just Wan: To Have Fun” and with
Lauper's subsequent appearances at wrestling
events. Albano appeared in film and television,
including playing video game character Mario in
“The Super Mario Bros. Super Show.”
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Avg. Tickets Avg. Price I Cities I w i ™w 1 Headline Artist Booking Agent
94,899 $92.07 10  NEW 1 174 Live Nation Global Touring
42,906 $83.39 9 NEW 2 Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band Creative Artists Agency
27,797 $83.77 14 1 3 AC/DC Creative Artists Agency
22,511 $63.01 34 3 4 Jonas Brothers Creative Artists Agency
20,797 $67.75 20 2 5 Kenny Chesney Dale Morris & Associates
21,035 $59.58 16 4 6 Coldplay Paradigm
25,686 $47.38 20 ] 7 Dave Matthews Band Paradigm
15,360 $66.58 21 6 8 Britney Spears William Morris Endeavor Entertainment
10,685 $88.16 16 7 9 Beyoncé International Creative Management
18,028 $51.46 18 8 10 Rascal Flatts William Morris Endeavor Entertainment
12,589 $70.35 17 9 " Depeche Mode Creative Artists Agency
12,632 $63.47 22 14 12 Keith Urban Creative Artists Agency
15,718 $50.48 18 10 13 No Doubt The M.Q.B. Agency
19,181 $37.42 20 12 14 Kid Rock / Lynyrd Skynyrd CAA / William Morris Endeavor Ent.
17,299 $41.49 31 11 15 Nickelback The Agency Group
14,824 $47.15 25 13 16 Def Leppard Artist Group International
16,301 $37.38 19 15 17 Brad Paisley William Morris Endeavor Entertainment
9,670 $62.23 50 16 18 “American Idols Live” Creative Artists Agency
16,886 $34.61 30 17 19 <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>