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= AMERICA'S SHOWPLACE!

ENTERTAINMENT"

THREE WEEKS" TeRADIO CITY*

23 SHOWS! e 124,123
SEPT. 24-0CT. 11 ATTENDANCE!

AFTER 3 YEARS, 77 sHows, 430,000 ATTENDEES AND $25,000,000 IN GROSS RECEIPTS,
RADIO CiTY IS PROUD TO REMAIN THE NEW YORK HOME OF RIVERDANCE.

THANKS AGAIN TO MOYA DOHERTY, JOHN McCoLGAN, BiLL WHELAN
AND THE ENTIRE RIVERDANCE FAMILY.
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.30,398tlckelts sold —

d-out performances!

lober 6-14, 1998: TARGET CENTER, Minneapolis, Minnesota

9 consecutive sold-out shows, a grand celebration for your 3 millionth ticket buyer
130 -May 3, 1998: ROBERTS STADIUM, Evansville, Indiana

" consecutive sold-out shows, a grand celebration for your 'Rl ticket buyer

COREL CENTRE

GREAT WESTERN FORUM
HILTON COLISEUM

ARROWHEAD POND OF ANAHEIM
SIOUX FALLS ARENA 7,

TARGET CENTER N
ROBERTS STADIUM
FARGODOME ENTERTAINMENT

NORTH CHARLESTON COL|S We run the show.

From all of the Ogden managed venues on your tour —
thank you for bringing our fans record breaking
performances. Now rest up and hurry back!
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Change Is Good

TOM Ross, THE FOUNDER,
architect and leader of the
enormously successful music
department at Creative Artists
Agency, has announced his
departure from both CAA and
the booking agency business in
general. Ross is widely respected
and many would call him the most
influential booking agent in the
music business. While the move
may come as a surprise to many, it
is actually something Ross has
been quietly mulling for more
than a year.

“This is the right thing to do
and | feel good about it,” Ross told
POLLSTAR.“November 4th
marked my 30th year in the busi-
ness as an agent and I’'m going to
be 52 next week. | have experi-
enced a full deck’s worth of excite-
ment and I’ve seen all 52 cards and
played mostly winning hands. I've
loved being an agent but this is
something [ needed to do.

“I'm extremely proud of my
accomplishments at CAA and in
particular, the agents and clients
I’'ve had the privilege to work
with over the last three decades.

I believe my success has always
stemmed from my reputation

for fighting on behalf of my clients’

financial interests as well as

AP Photo

O 0NN NN

I3l
1
12
12
12

FEATURES
Australian News 15
Between The Dates 21
Boxoffice Summary 49
Canadian News 14
Concert Pulse Chart 17
European News B3
Gigs & Bytes 18
HotStar: The Flys 16
Hotwire 19
PoliStars Of The Web 18
Pros On The Move 4
Route Book 20
Short Items Of Note 6

MOBILE, ALABAMA’S FAVORITE SON, Jimnty Buffett, will return to the city where he grew
up December 2ud for a benefit concert to help the victims of Hurricane Georges. It will
be his first performance in Mobile since 1990. Here, Buffett makes a surprise
appearance in his adopted home, Key West, during the 1998 ParrotHead “Phlocking”
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INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

Pros On The Move

David Breen has left the William Morris Agency in Nashville after six years
with the company. He has launched The Breen Agency, a division of Emerald
Entertainment, in Nashville. Breen expects to announce his roster of clients
by January |st. The Breen Agency can be reached at 615-777-2227 or by fax
at 615-329-9417.

Peter Sheils has joined M.PI. effective November 16th. Sheils formerly
worked for American Artists/Mission Control.

figuring out how the
industry needs to
evolve for the 21st
century. I've already
had some great
inquiries about going
into artist manage-
ment, the record

Former CAA agent Jeffrey Pringle has opened his own management business
in Nashville. Level 2 Management Group represents Daniel Tashian, Lennon
Murphy and Robert Shemin. Pringle can be reached by phone at 615-463-9210

A TEXAS-SIZED WELCOME was in store for the Dixie
Chicks when they arrived in Dallas September 27th to
play the state fair. L-R: the group’s Emily Erwin,

State Fair of Texas prexy Errol McKoy, promoter
Glenn Smith and Dixie Chicks Natalie Maines and

Martie Seidel.

producing the most favorable con-
ditions to present their art without
compromise. Over the years, it’s
been my privilege to work with
some of the finest artists of our
time: Jefferson Airplane, Bette
Midler, The Byrds, Bob Dylan,
Madonna, Eric Clapton, Fleetwood
Mac, Janet Jackson, Reba McEntire
and many, many others.

“But ’'ve grown tired in recent
years of trying to justify and
explain to people why we agents
are worth what we get paid. This is
such a fast moving business and
I want to be in the front lines of

business, concert
promotion, or to be
part of a new enter-
tainment conglomer-
ate. But right now,

[ just want to take a
break. I need to step
back and look at
things. I love the
music business too
much not to come
back. I'll probably
not make my decision until some-
time in the first quarter of the
new year.”

CAA president Richard Lovett
paid tribute to all that Ross had
accomplished at the agency.“To
say goodbye to a professional of
Tom’s stature is always difficult. He
has been instrumental in building
the industry’s preeminent music
department and we thank Tom for
his invaluable contributions to the
company and wish him the very
best of luck in the future.”

Ross is one of seven CAA part-
ners who have been buying out
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and fax at 615-463-9212.

Darren Cohen has opened the doors to his new Boston-based booking
agency, Peacewheel. The company will provide booking and management for
artists in the jazz groove genre. Its current roster includes The Slip, The
Miracle Orchestra, MiracleSlip, Lettuce, and Ulu. Cohen spent the last two
years creating the booking agency at Gamelan Productions. Prior to that, he
managed the band Moon Boot Lover.

DreamWorks Records has tapped ex-Band member Robbie Robertson for
a wide-ranging executive position that involves artist relations as well as mana-
gerial duties. Robertson’s new role, which the imprint refers to as “label
muse,” also involves projects including soundtracks, movies and animation with

DreamWorks' film studio.

Walter Durkacz has taken a position as a consultant and talent buyer for
Joe's Pub in New York City after a two-and-a-half-year hiatus from concert
promotion. The new venue is a 200-capacity cabaret-styled room housed on
the first floor of The Joseph Papp Public Theater. Joe's Pub was opened by a
joint partnership of the Public Theater and entrepreneur Serge Becker, who
has opened other NYC establishments including the Bowery Bar and The Fez.
Durkacz started out in the music business as a D] and a booker at Danceteria.
After that, he opened and booked the famed Wetlands Preserve.

Peter Freedman Entertainment has named Steve Smith a partner in the artist
management company, now known as Freedman & Smith Entertainment.
In his new position, Smith will oversee the careers of Local H and Pound in the
company’s New York office. He started with the firm seven years ago as an
intern and was most recently office manager. Peter Freedman will work out

of the company's new Miami office and can be reached at 305-866-3566,

fax 305-866-2332.

former agency head Michael
Ovitz. His exit from the agency
partnership was finalized late in
the evening on November 8th and
was formally announced the
following day. Lovett wasted no
time in promoting Rob Light to
head of the music division. Ross is
expected to remain at CAA until
around Thanksgiving, although he
has already stepped back and
handed the reins to Light.

“Rob Light has clearly been my
go-to guy and he is more than
qualified to assume the leadership
role in the company and the
industry at large,” Ross said.“He

and I have worked closely together
for over 20 years and I have the
utmost confidence that Rob will
thrive in my place.”

“I'm exhilarated and excited and
melancholy all at the same time,”
Light told POLLSTAR.“I've
learned from the best. Now my
goal is to help put the service back
in the service business and to give
the clients, the managers, and the
promoters the wherewithal to feel
like they’re getting what they need
to do their jobs better”

Although he is now assuming a
major administrative role at CAA,
Light said he will continue to
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While Ross
spoke posi
tively about
his career
change and
the agency
he is leaving
behind, some
knowledge-
able industry
sources indi-
cated that
there were
other factors

IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF HOURS Dcforc 36,500 fans had snapped — al work

up tickets to the October 30-31 Phish shows at the Thomas &
Mack Center in Las Vegas. In keeping with a Halloween
tradition of covering a clussic album i its entirety, the band
treated the audience to an evening of songs from The Velvet
Underground. L-R: the venue’s Daren Libonati; Bill Gralam
Presents’ Gregg Perloff: the band's Page McConnell, Trey
Anastasio and Mike Gordon; the venue’s Pat Christenson;

and BGP's Sherry Wasserman.

book, albeit a greatly reduced ter-
ritory. “It’s very tough to be a line
agent in the 90s and I don’t want
to ever lose touch with the job,”
Light said. “I will never not have a
territory to book because I believe
booking is what agents do”

Some of CAAs competitors will
likely try to make a run at some of
the clients closely associated with
Ross but few, if any, artists are ex-
pected to defect to other agencies.

behind the
scenes. It has
not been
much of a
secret that
some top level
CAA execs
weren’t com-
fortable with
Ross’ highly vocal public stance on
SEX Entertainment.

Sources also said there have
been some indications that the
other six equity partners at CAA,
the “Young Turks,” who all come
from the film and TV side of the
agency, had started 1o micro man-
age the music division, which had
previously functioned essentially
as a stand-alone operation. And,
as is typical at all the major

JOHNNY

Gill
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Short Items Of Note

A few hundred of Sean “Puff Daddy” Combs' guests were left standing
outside in the cold during a NYC birthday celebration for the rap star earlier
this month. Among those waiting on the sidewalk were Arista Records prexy
Clive Davis, who was finally granted entrance into the soiree after Def Jam
Records chief Russell Simmons informed security, “That's Puffy’s boss.” As
many as |,600 were reportedly invited to attend the gala at the Cipriani Ball-
room, which had a legal capacity of about 1,000.

SFX Entertainment may be on the verge of acquiring Integrated Sports
International (IS1), the sports marketing firm partly owned by sports agent
Leigh Steinberg. ISI, whose clients include a number of major NBA, NFL and
MLB players, has also been approached by Worldwide Entertainment & Sports,
according to Street & Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal. If ISl is sold to a company
like SFX or Worldwide, which aiso provide contract negotiating services to
players, Steinberg said he and partner eff Moorad might have to divest their
interests in ISI to avoid a situation in which they would be competing against
themselves.

Paul McCartney, Billy Joel and Bruce Springsteen are among the artists who
will be inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame next year. Rounding out
the list of inductees are Curtis Mayfield, Del Shannon, Dusty Springfield, the
Staple Singers, Bob Wills & His Texas Playboys, Charles Brown and Sir George
Martin. McCartney, already in the hall as a member of The Beatles, will be
honored for his solo work. Martin will be inducted in the nonperformer cat-
egory. Springsteen was nominated without the E Street Band because he re-
leased his 1973 debut album, Greetings From Asbury Park, as a solo artist. The
induction ceremony will take place March |5th in New York.

Concert fans aren't the only ones getting busted for pot. During the November
8th game between the Buffalo Bills and New York Jets, undercover New Jersey
state troopers arrested 2| football fans on minor marijuana charges. Police also
made |3 other arrests at Giants Stadium, including some for trespassing and
improper behavior. A similar marijuana crackdown at the stadium led to |7
arrests during the October 25th Falcons-Jets game. It’s all part of what police
describe as Governor Christie Whitman's “quality of life" anti-drug campaign.

Shaquille O’Neal will not face battery charges stemming from an incident
outside Disney’s Pleasure Island nightclub in Orlando, Fla. Investigators have
dropped the battery complaint because O'Neal’s accuser hasn't returned their
phone calls, sheriff’s deputies said. Kim Grant, a 23-year-old Walt Disney
World employee, filed the complaint against the Los Angeles Lakers star last
month. She accused O'Neal of grabbing her neck after she tried to end a con-
versation with him. She wasn't injured. Investigators tried at least six times to
get in touch with Grant, said Cmdr. Steve Jones of the Orange County sheriff's
office. The case can be reopened if Grant contacts investigators. “For now, the
case is closed,” Jones said.

Jim Stafford fell ill eartier this month, ending a performance streak of 3,300
consecutive shows that lasted eight seasons in Branson, Mo. The 54-year-old
entertainer canceled four sold-out shows as a result. “Whoever said the show
must go on failed to realize that you first have to get out of bed,” he said.
Stafford performs nearly 400 shows a year, often working seven days a week,
sometimes twice a day.

In his second arrest in as many months, Wu-Tang Clan member Ol Dirty
Bastard was nabbed by authorities for allegedly threatening to kill the mother
of his year-old child. ODB was arrested November 5th by police in Los Ange-
les after his ex-girlfriend reported that the rapper had threatened to kill her
and was heading to her workplace, deputy joan Raber said. He was arrested
while allegedly trying to scale a security gate of the place she was working. He
was released from custody November 6th on $500,000 bail and faces a De-
cember Ist arraignment. In September, ODB was arrested on a charge of
making terrorist threats after he allegedly threatened to kill security guards at
the House of Blues in West Hollywood.

Kalapana member Bryant “Mackey” Feary was arrested on two Family Court
warrants just hours before he was scheduled to perform in concert with the
Hawaiian group. Both warrants charged Feary with violating temporary
restraining orders and the entertainer was ordered to appear in Family Court
November |6th. After being booked at the Honolulu Police Department,
Feary posted bail and was released. He later sang with Kalapana at the Waikiki
Shell in the first of a planned series of concerts marking the group's 25th
anniversary.

Former 2 Live Crew rapper Luther Campbell learned a valuable lesson last
week: Never leave your car while it's running. The As Nasty As They Wanna Be
rapper stepped away from his running 1993 Mercedes 500 SEL while he paid
for a purchase at a gas station in Miami Shores, Fla. “He heard squealing tires,
looked out as said, ‘Hmmm, that looks like my car — leaving,” police Lt. Jack
Ulmer said. Campbell told police the car contained $20,000 in jewelry and
clothes, as well as credit cards and identification. It was found the next day,
completely stripped.



full-service agencies, the music
department does not generate the
same level of profits as film and
television and thus doesn’t get the
same level of respect within the
agency. That may have led to
smaller than expected year-end
bonuses being offered to some
CAA music agents. Ross, sources
said, may have just gotten tired of
fighting for the worth of his craft

both inside and outside the agency.

Ross refused to comment on such
rumors and reiterated that his
parting was amicable.

In any case, the deal is done
and it’s on to the next adventure
for Tom Ross. As he said in his
keynote speech at the CIC in
February,“Change is good.”

Changes At ICM, Too

CM SeNIOR VP FRED

Lawrence has resigned his
position at the agency. Lawrence,
who had been an executive with
the company for the past nine
years, headed ICM’s Adult
Contemporary Music Department
in Los Angeles.

A source told POLLSTAR that
Steve Levine is now heading that
department, which has also
brought agent Todd Bartleson
onboard.

Lawrence previously ran his
own talent agency, Fred Lawrence
and Associates, until it was
acquired by ICM in 1989. A press
release from Lawrence’s publicist
said his departure is in no
way connected to ICM’s recent
restructuring.

Lawrence spokesman Gene
Schwam told POLLSTAR the agent
wanted to take some time away
from the office to decide what’s
next on his agenda, whether that’s
continuing in the agency business
or perhaps going into personal
management.

Bartleson has worked for M.P.1.
for the last two years and before
that, he spent 10 years at Triad
Artists/William Morris.

Woodstock ‘99

ITH THE MASSIVE

European effort behind
next year’s 30th anniversary
Woodstock concert in Austria in
full swing, plans are also underway
for a mafching Stateside festival.

Metrdpolitan Entertainment’s
John Scher and Woodstock
Ventures’ Michael Lang, both of
whom are involved with organiz-
ing the European celebration, are
heading efforts to arrange a festi-
val at the Saugerties, N.Y., site of
the Woadstock *94 concert.

Though plans for the major
festival are still in the infant stages,
Scher is cautiously optimistic of
its success.

“We're examining all the
opt lons[wnh a clear eye toward
producing a 30th anniversary of
Woodstock this summer,” Scher
said, “but no definitive decision
has been made.”

Applications for use of the
Winston Farm site are expected to
be filed this month with town offi-
cials. A mass gathering permit and
environmental impact statement
will be included.

Following the problems
encountered during the 94
Woodstock event, improvements
in camping, parking and ticket
sales are concerns for next
year’s proposed concert, a local
paper said.

The European festival will be a
week-long event centered around
the weekend of June 16-18. It is
slated for the 250,000-capacity
Wiener Neustadt Airfield, which
has hosted shows from the Rolling
Stones to Pink Floyd.

The proposed U.S. show will
presumably take place around the
same time as its sister festival.

Toledo To Get
Arena Upgrade

RINOVATION PLANS FOR
the Toledo Sports Arena

have been renewed following the

7

INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

purchase of minor
league hockey’s To-
ledo Storm, the Chio
venue’s main tenant.
The arena’s owner,
VGladieux Enter-
prises, announced the
purchase of the East
Coast Hockey League
team earlier this
month and said it
would pursue a two-
year-old plan to con-
vert the aging sports
arena into a modern
entertainment venue.
The original plan
to renovate the
51-year-old arena was
halted after a dispute
between the Storm’s
previous owners.
Without a long-term lease from
the team or another anchor tenant,
VGladieux president Tim Gladieux

—Jpe Louis Arena-

Home of
The Back to Back Stanley Cup Champion
Detroit Red Wings &z

IN suPPORT OF Celine Dion’s new hobby, golf, Universal
Concerts presents the songstress with an original tee flag
from the Masters Golf Tournament signed by Tiger
Woods. The gift was a thank you for Dion’s sold-out
show at the Forum in Los Angeles. Pictured backstage
with the star are (L-R) Universal execs Melissa Miller,
Larry Vallon und Jay Marciano.

said the proposed arena expansion
was not feasible.

CONSECUTIVE SELLOUTS...
AND COUNTING

“ PROMOTING METROP
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INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

“It’s a relief to have this behind
us, but the real work begins now,”
Gladieux told The Toledo Blade.

Arena GM Gary Wyse said the
original renovation plan would
be reviewed during the winter
with final plans to be announced
in the spring.

“I’s time for us to dust off the
files of expansion and ... do all the
tests on it to see if the dimensions
still work, the budget still works
and that type of thing,” Wyse said.

According to The Blade, the
original plan called for a mini-
mum of 20 sky boxes, 1,500 club
seats, a restaurant, air condition-
ing, new restrooms and concession
facilities, wider concourses and
expanded parking.

“We have a number of concepts
already in mind,” said Wyse, “but
we do want to fine tune those and
give them another test to make
sure we don’t want to waiver from
the original idea.”

Once construction begins,
Gladieux said it could be com-
pleted in 18-20 months.

were previewed last week in a Los
Angeles Times article.

The consolidated company,
known as Universal Music Group,
will become the world’s leader
in music sales, accounting for at
least 25 percent of all music sold.
PolyGram will be integrated into
Seagram’s Universal music opera-
tions. The integrated companies
will save an expected $300 million
in costs annually.

However, the consolidation
means numerous job cuts —
approximately 20 percent of the
companies’ employees — due to
stream-lining operations.

Heading up Universal’s upper
management is Doug Morris, who
will be chairman and CEO. Other
top-level execs are vice chairman
Bruce Hack and president/COO
Zach Horowitz. Jorgen Larsen will
head Universal’s international
efforts while Henry Droz will be
appointed president of Universal
Music Distribution.

According to the Times article,
U.S. music operations will be
divided into four groups while
international efforts will rely on
PolyGram’s worldwide strength.
Two groups will be included on
the West Coast with the remaining
two falling on the East Coast.

As a result, many labels will be
downsized.

Seagram’s
New World Order
I N THE WAKE OF SEAGRAM’S

acquisition of PolyGram, plans
for the restructured super entity

GERALD
Levert
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Each group will
reportedly consist
of around 100 re-
cording artists and
175 employees.
They would be ex-
pected to generate
album sales of at
least $200 million
each annually.

On the West
Coast, Geffen and
A&M, still releasing
music under their
own names, will
be swallowed by
an expanded
Interscope Music
Group. The unit
will be headed by
Interscope execs Jimmy lovine,
Ted Field and Tom Whalley.
Universal will reportedly purchase
the remaining shares of Interscope
it does not already own.

The second unit, MCA Records
Group, will be run by Jay Boberg
while MCA Nashville will fall
under the group’s umbrella with
Bruce Hinton and Tony Brown
leading the Music City label.

On the East Coast, the Motown
and Def Jam labels will be folded
into the Universal Records Group
under chairman Mel Lewinter.
Seagram is reportedly trying to
purchase the rest of Def Jam from
Russell Simmons and Lyor Cohen,
both of whom will likely continue
with the company.

Island will be combined with
Mercury to form the fourth
powerhouse group. PolyGram
distribution chief Jim Caparro will
become chairman with PolyGram
Canada chair John Reid as presi-
dent, the Times reported. The
departures of Island prexy Davitt
Sigerson and Mercury chief
Danny Goldberg are expected.

Universal will shutter most of
its operations outside of the
U.S. and rely on PolyGram’s
successful stronghold on the world
market for manufacturing and
distribution.

AP Photv

SURROUNDED BY ROCKETTES, Liza Minnelli and Tony
Bennett sing “Happy Birthday” to Radio City Music Hall
during opening night of the venue’s annual Christmas
Spectacular November 6th. The famed NYC landmark is
celebrating its 65th year.

Universal Music had no
comment on the announcement.
Details of the restructuring are
expected in December, when
Seagram completes its $10.4
billion acquisition of PolyGram.

$’Crue Retail

M OTLEY CRUE WILL PUT
tickets on sale for its
December 15th concert in Los
Angeles exclusively at the Novem-
ber 19th grand opening of a new
band-owned store called $’Crue.
Any remaining tickets for the
Wiltern Theatre show will be
available at all Ticketmaster outlets
starting the following day.

§’Crue is located on trendy
Melrose Avenue and band mem-
bers with surprise guests will be
on hand for the grand opening.

$’Crue will stock Motley Crue
merchandise including swag from
all of its worldwide tours. The
store will also stock Motley Crue
albums and clothing from both
Nikki Sixx’s and Vince Neil’s cloth-
ing lines, Outlaw and Bad Bones,
respectively.

The store will be decorated with
mementos from the band’s 18
years of rockin’. It will include
Lee’s and Sixx’s custom Harleys,
tour memorabilia, album plaques,



and fan-made banners. There’s

no word on if the Tom and
Pammy video will also be available
at S’Crue.

Royalties Fit
For A Kingsman

AFTER 30 YEARS OF NOT
earning a dime from their
recording of “Louie, Louie,” the
Kingsmen finally get their due.

Last week, the U.S. Supreme
Court let stand a ruling that will
finally allow the band to collect
royalties on the classic hit song.

The court, without comment,
rejected an appeal by two compa-
nies that held the rights to the
recording and admitted they paid
no royalties to the Seattle band.

The Kingsmen, who recorded
“Louie, Louie” in 1963, signed a
contract in 1968 that was supposed
to pay its members 9 percent of
the profits or licensing fees from
the record. But they never received
any payments.

In 1993, the band sued Gusto
Records and GML, which owned
the rights to the recording.

After the companies’ lawyer ac-
knowledged they paid “not a single
dime for 30 years,” a federal judge
canceled the ’68 contract and
granted the musicians the right
to all royalties from the time
they sued.

The companies argued that the
Kingsmen’s claims were barred by
the statute of limitations. But the
band’s attorney, Scott Edelman,
argued that since each royalty
payment due was, in effect,a new
obligation “renewing” the terms
of the original contract under
California law, the group had at
least four years to sue from the
date of any royalty payment.

“What this ruling means for
record companies is that they need
to become extremely diligent and
proactive in investigating the
royalty clauses of each and every
master contract, or they could run

the risk of losing the contract
completely;” Edelman said.

The judge also held the compa-
nies in contempt when they
refused to surrender the master
recording.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals upheld those rulings
last April.

Gusto and GML subsequently
turned over the master recording
and paid overdue royalties of
roughly a few hundred thousand
dollars, Edelman said.

In the appeal acted on last week,
the Nashville-based companies’
lawyers argued that the case did
not belong in a California court.
The fact that the companies signed
licensing agreements for “Louie,
Louie” with California-based firms
was notenough to justify having
the case heard in that state, the
appeal said.

The Supreme Court disagreed
and let the California appeals
court ruling stand.

MGM Takes
On Primadonna

GM Granbp INc.

announced November 9th
that it i$ acquiring Primadonna
Resorts Inc. in an all-stock trans-
action valued at approximately
$267 million. MGM will also
assume $336 million in debt.

MGM and Primadonna are joint
partners in the New York-New
York Hotel and Casino, which
opened in January 1997 on the
Las Vegas Strip. New York-New
York is directly across the street
from MGM’s flagship MGM
Grand complex.

Primadonna’s assets also
includé three hotel-casinos in
Primm, Nev., and two major golf
courseb, also in Primm. The
resorts and golf courses are
located on 590 acres of company-
owned land on the California-
Nevada border, 43 miles southwest
of Las Vegas.
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INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

CARMAN was the first Christian artist to JING AN IMPRESSION at the Warner
~ . ] . headline a concert at the State Fair Of Nire in the nation’s capital, Paul
M e out 'h:; t[;'.S.;tour w:;lhj;) ur;old-o;l &:fai)dat;f,éa:n; mj’:;t;: Texas. Pictured at the September 26th nka gets his hands dirty for the venue's
W Ar ar; P ::sen h ; Par:;f ; o;: 'awzzr Rt.u, y ‘g’MST.c ;er . show in Dallas are Carman and Signature Walk of Fame during an
L A T L G DL B 1 tm Ryan; promoter Glenn Smith. October 26th concert stop in D.C.

band member Fehr; Nederlander’s Susan Rosenbluth; the group’s Juan
Carlos Toribio; Nederlander’s Allison Winkler; bandmates Alex
Gonzalez, Sergio Vallin and Juan Calleros; and managers Marcel Toffel
and Ulises Calleras. COMMEMORATING her
sold-out performanée at

= the Kansas Coliseum,
Shania Twain is awarded
an engraved belt buckle
from the venue’s John Nath
and Jacque Wedel.
Tickets for the October
27th concert sold out in
three hours.

THE RYMAN AUDITORIUM
in Nashville hosts a benefit

DEBUTING NEW MATFRIAL from the band’s forthcoming album, Collective Soul did concert October 25th for
a sold-out engagement at Atlanta’s Cotton Club October 24th. L-R: the band’s ChildHelp USA featuring
Will Turpin; the club’s David Scruggs and Kerry Glennon; the group’s Ed Roland; Collin Raye. Pictured
Atlanta Concerts’ Lucy Lawler; and bandmates Shane Evans, Ross Childress and after the show are (L-R)
Dean Roland. Raye manager Steve Cox
of Scott Dean Mgmt.,
Michael Peterson,
Raye and comedian
Dick Hardwick.

THE BUSINESS TEAM behind Billy Ray Cyrus gathers backstage at the Alex
Theatre in Glendale, Calif,, following the country star’s October 16th
performance. L-R: nanager Al Schiltz of As Is Management, Cyrus,
publicist Lee Solters and agent Jim Gosnell of APA. PYRAMID ENTERTAINMENT GROUP celebrates the recent signing of jazz artist Najee to the
agency’s talent roster. L-R: Pyramid agent Fred Hansen, Barrett LaRoda of Front
Door Management, Najee, Pyramid chief Sal Michaels, FAM Entertainment’s Fareeb
and Pyramid agent E’lyse Murray.
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The parties are expected to
enter into a definitive agreement
in two weeks, with the merger
expected to be completed by the
first quarter of 1999.

MGM Grand’s president and
chief operating officer, Alex
Yemenidjian, said the move was
“a significant step toward our goal
of creating a gaming and enter-
tainment giant.”

Primadonna is nearly 74 per-
cent owned by its chairman and
chief executive, Gary Primm, and
five siblings, according to The Wall
Street Journal. The Primm family
will own about 11 percent of
MGM Grand after the stock swap.

Billionaire investor Kirk
Kerkorian, who currently owns
74 percent of MGM Grand, will
own 62 percent of the company
after the deal closes, the Journal
reported.

Blues Foundation
Awards

TLANTIC RECORDS

founder Ahmet Ertegun
and blues great Bobby “Blue”
Bland were honored as music roy-
alty November 9th by the Blues
Foundation, a Memphis-based
historical organization that pro-
motes and preserves blues music.

Bland and Ertegun were given
lifetime achievement awards for
their long-time contributions
to the blues during an awards
ceremony at the House of Blues
in West Hollywood.

Ertegun is credited with influ-
encing the careers of hundreds of
blues performers including Ray
Charles, who performed at the
event. When he accepted his
award, Ertegun recited lyrics to
a blues song he wrote for the
occasion: “Born in Turkey, raised
in Washington, D.C., these L.A.
women are going to be the death
of me.”

“I decided to read it instead of
sing it after hearing about all the
great singers who would be here
tonight,” he said.

Speaking of great singers, Bland
thanked his family and colleagues
for the award. Boz Scaggs, who
also performed at the event, said
he was influenced by the Delta
Blues musician. “His voice could
do anything, but he chose restraint
and good taste in place of pyro-
technics. Instead of fireworks,
Bobby used a series of small tacti-
cal nuclear weapons,” Scaggs said.

The event also marked the
induction of musicians Albert
King, Junior Wells and Luther
Allison into the Blues Hall of
Fgme. Also inducted were record
company pioneers Sam Phillips
and Lillian McMurry, and Chair-
man of the National Endowment
of the Humanities William Ferris.

In addition to Charles and
Scaggs, Ruth Brown, Stephen Stills
and Ertegun’s latest signing,
13-year-old Ashley Ballard,
performed during the gala event.

BF Deal

s EMI-RETIRED CONCERT
promoter Barry Fey was
feeling)a little big for his britches
last week.“I'm too cool to talk to
anybody now because my horse
won the Breeders’ Cup,” he told
POLLSTAR.

When jockey Corey Nakatani
rode Reraise across the finish line
November 7th to win the Breeders’
Cup Sprint, the big BF on his
jersey didn’t stand for “be foolish”
as Fey tried to indicate. It stood for
Barry Fey, who owns 60 percent
of Reraise.

Thé three-year-old gelding
made Craig Dollase, 27, the young-
est trainer ever to win a Breeders’
Cup. Dollase is also a co-owner, as
is Los Angeles pediatrician Frank
Sinatra (who Fey said may be a
distant cousin of “the big guy”).

Reraise’s owners had to put up a
$120,000 supplement just to enter
their horse in the race.“But we hac
no hesitation because we knew
this is a freak, this horse,” Fey said.

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

“You and I should
be in the shape this
horse is in.”

The payoff was a
$1.1 million purse.
Needless to say, Fey
was thrilled to pieces.
“It’s like having the
Stones, the Who
and Zeppelin on the
same show.”

As for his next
not-so-big gamble,
Fey has Neil Diamond
scheduled to play at
Las Vegas’s MGM
Grand on New Year’s
Eve and New Year’s
Day. Sounds like
another sure bet.

AP Photo

Jockey Corey Nakatani shows off the big BF on his
jersey as he rides Reraise across the finish line to win
the Breeders’ Cup Sprint. The letters are the initials of
Reraise majority owner Barry Fey.

Neighborhood Blues

OME NEIGHBORS OF
Chicago’s House of Blues say
they’re tired of being kept up all

night by noise and drunken
patrons. They've started a petition
drive to vote the downtown
building dry.

#1in New York for 5 Weeks,
#1in Miami, #1in Puerto Rico

and STILL CLIMBING THE CHARTS!!!

/PETICIANO

Six Time Grammy Award Winner

New Album on PolyGram

SENOR BOLERD

On Tour This Month In
Maryland, Florida, Puerto Rico
Mississippi, Alabama and Texas

Show Format Is
English and Spanish

Management Exclusive Representation Public Relations
JOHN REGNA D&A, INC.
NEW YORK
Record Company ENTERTAINMENT ASSOCIATES Joe Dera
POLYGRAM . .
Daniel Licea Tel. (201) 265-8262 Eileen Campion
Label Manager Fax (201) 265-0603 (212) 966-4600
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The club is on the ground floor
of twin commercial-residential
towers, which include the Marina
Towers Condominiums. It appar-
ently has a 4 a.m. liquor license but
usually closes before 2 a.m.

However, Alderman Burton
Natarus told an HoB representa-
tive that he’s seen rowdy patrons
lingering outside at 5 a.m., accord-
ing to the Chicago Sun-Times. And
he said club personnel do nothing
about it.

“They stand out there. Every-
body shouts and screams. And all
they do is fold their arms and look
like they’re part of the Army,”
Natarus said.

He reportedly unleashed
his anger during a City Council
Finance Committee meeting
called to consider a plan that
would cut the amusement tax to
encourage live theatre and
entertainment.

Voting the area dry would
severely impact that plan.

“House Of Blues-Chicago is
fully aware of the noise issues that
the Marina City residents have
with our venue,” a statement from
the club said.“We have worked on
these issues in the past and we will
continue to work with the resi-
dents to resolve all issues of any
kind as they arise.” The statement

also said club reps will continue to
attend monthly meetings of the
condo association to “maintain
a mutual co-existence between
the commercial and residential
entities in the complex.”

Reports say the earliest the issue
could be voted on is February.

Retail Registers Ring

OTAL SALES OF SOUNDSCAN’S

Top 200 current albums
jumped nearly 1.5 million units
last week with the launch of the
Christmas shopping season.

Alanis Morissette’s second
Maverick release, Supposed Former
Infatuation Junkie, broke the U.S.
record for first-week sales by a
solo female artist with nearly
470,000 copies sold. Morissette
broke the record Lauryn Hill set
with The Miseducation of Lauryn
Hill, which sold 423,000 records
during its first week.

Other top debuts last week
included U2’s new greatest hits
release, Best of U2 1980-90, which
came in at No. 2 with 237,000
copies sold; Celine Dion’s These
Are Special Times, which debuted
at No. 4 with 126,000 copies sold;
the “Belly” soundtrack, at No. 5
with 118,000 copies sold;

Mia X’s Mama Drama, at No. 7

48‘ E Associated Booklng Corp /Oscar Cohen. President
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with nearly 100,000
units moved; and
Beck’s Mutations,
which debuted at
No. 13, selling about
75,000 units.

Other new releases
that shoppers helped
land on the Top 200
chart the week
they were released
included Hanson’s
new live album,
the Rolling Stones’
No Security release,
and albums by
Crucial Conflict,
Total, Oasis, 311,
the Bee Gees, the
Cardigans, and
Rusted Root.

AP Photo

Billy Preston Indicted

BILLY PRESTON HAS BEEN
indicted by a Los Angeles
County grand jury for allegedly
collecting more than $1 million
by filing fraudulent insurance
claims. Preston’s former manager,
Merle Otis Greene, and five others
were also indicted.

The fraud included setting fire
to their own homes, as well as
staging burglaries and vehicle
accidents to collect insurance
payments, prosecutors said
November 9th.

The indictment contained
22 charges for claims occurring
between 1991 and this year,
including arson and insurance
fraud. If convicted on all charges,
the defendants each face a maxi-
mum of 20 years in prison.

Preston is already in prison for
violating probation on a cocaine
possession conviction.

CMj ‘98

THE CM] Music MARATHON
presented more than 1,000

bands, 17 film premiers and

93 panel discussions during its

November 4-7 run. The annual

STEEL CRANES LINE THE CENTER of the Centennial Arena
as construction on the Raleigh, N.C., venue’s roof
continued November 10th. The arena, which will hold
around 20,000 spectators, is expected to be completed in
fall of next year when it will become home to hockey’s
Carolina Hurricanes and N.C. State University
basketball.

conference in New York drew more
than 8,000 registrants ranging
from rookie college radio
programmers to veteran record
label executives.

The panels covered everything
from touring horror stories to new
promotional strategies for major
and indie labels, to genre-specific
discussions on the state of heavy
metal, hip-hop and electronic
dance music. Several panels
advocated using the Internet as
a new, less expensive way for
young acts to distribute music.

During the evenings, attendees
club-hopped to check out
established acts, up-and-coming
major label artists, indie recording
acts and unsigned bands.

The conference was designed
to highlight the eclectic world of
college radio, where acts like U2,
R.E.M. and Nirvana got their start.

Today, major labels look to the
college charts as a barometer of
new tastes and trends,and as a
testing ground for younger bands.

Some of the better known
bands performing during the
CM] Music Marathon included
The Cardigans, Afghan Whigs,
Morphine and Sunny Day
Real Estate. &



EUROPEAN NEWS

Reported by Camilla Phelps
0956.113.562 Fax 171.359.1131
E-mail: camilla@pollstar.com

United Kingdom: MICHAEL JACKSON
has settled his six-year-old libel
battle against The Daily Mirror
newspaper. The tabloid had claimed
that the singer’s face had been
“hideously disfigured” as a result
of cosmetic surgery. Lawyers for
both sides told the High Court that
an “amicable settlement” had been
reached and the libel action had
been settled on confidential terms.

Jackson brought the case after the
Mirror published a series of photo-
graphs and articles about him in
1992. Mirror lawyer Kevin Bayes
apologised to Jackson for the “dis-
tress” which the artidles caused him.
He told the court,“The photographs
were taken honestly and were not
tampered with, but the Mirror has
since met the plaintiff in person and
acknowledges that the photographs
do not accurately represent the
plaintiff’s true appearance.”

Jackson lawyer Marcus Barclay
said the pop star and the newspaper
were now looking forward to a better
relationship following the amicable
end of the libe! action. He said,“The
defendants regret the injury which
has been done to the plaintiff’s repu-
tation, and have agreed that they will
not repeat these allegations.”

* MORRISSEY LAST WEEK FAILED IN
his appeal against the 1996 High
Court ruling that he and Johnny
Marr didn’t pay what was due to
fellow Smiths bandmates Mike Joyce
and Andy Rourke. Three senior
judges dismissed Morrissey’s appeal,
making him liable for a pay-out of
more than a million pounds to Mike
Joyce (Rourke settled out of court)
as well as a substantial legal bill.

It is not yet clear whether
Morrissey intends to take the case
further. It’s possible that he may take
his case before the House Of Lords.

+ LONDON WILL GET A NEW VENUE
next spring when the old Scala
Cinema reopens after a complete
overhaul. The classic alternative
cinema at Kings Cross is being
revamped by Sean McCluskey, who
worked on new club projects such as
the Complex in Islington. He plans to

create a dedicated dance and live
music venue with a capacity of
around 900.

Renovation work at the building
is ongoing and there is no confirma-
tion of exactly when it will be due to
open. McCluskey will be working
with Neil O’Brien to coordinate
bookings. “I want to merge events by
careful booking. London needs a live
venue that is conducive to a party as
well as a Jive show, where the evening
can continue after the gig,” said
McCluskey

* LIAM GALLAGHER WAS BACK IN
trouble with the police over another
battle with an unwanted photogra-
pher. The Oasis singer was arrested
in early November for allegedly
damaging a photographer’s camera,
police said. He was charged with
criminal damage to a camera outside
a north London pub. He was released
on bail after questioning.

The freelance photographer,
Mel Bouzard, claimed that Gallagher
turned violent after he was asked for
a photograph, and he broke the cam-
era lens and stole his film. Earlier
this year, the 24-year-old Gallagher
was charged with assault on a British
backpacker in Australia. The crimi-
nal charges were later dropped al-
though the Sun newspaper said the
singer settled a related civil case out
of court. Only weeks ago, singer lan
Brown was sentenced to four months
for his bad behaviour on a flight
from Paris to Manchester.

Germany: CONCERT-GOERS MAY
soon buy their tickets along with
their postage stamps if a Berlin pilot
project proves to be successful. Tick-
ets are being sold over the counter at
Berlin post offices for an open air
concert with the Vienna Philarmonic
Orchestraon June 11,1999.

In the new year, tickets for other
events will be available via the
Entertainment Package Marketing
gmbH (EPM) network at around
5,000 post offices throughout the
country. The venture is a joint
project between sports entrepreneur
Hans Peter Riegel, law firm Lichte
Schram & Scheuermann and the
privatised Deutsche Bundespost
(German mail).

Thé Deutsche Post Ticket
Servide will provide an alternative
to the two other major ticket

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

LONDON’s NEW Sound Republic club has run into licensing problems, but its opening
party in late October was really something. Noel Gallagher (L) and Pete Townshend
(center) were among the luminaries to take the stage. The club has been temporarily
shuttered but should reopen sometime this month.

systems in the country - CTF, with
580 distribution points; and Start,
with 4,500. This new ticket network
could revolutionise the business of
selling concert tickets. The service
will eventually provide mail-order,
Internet and call-centre services, as
well as the face-to-face post office
counter service.

The post office is also keen to
sell merchandise. Klaus Boenisch
of Boenisch Consulting is co-
promoting the Vienna Philarmonic
concert and said that initial ticket
sales - 500 in the first week on sale -

prove that the new EPM system
works. “Competition is always a
good thing and with the post office
having 14,000 branches and 2.5 mil-
lion people visit them every day ...in
everyone's daily life, you need to use
the post office.”

* CONCERT CO-OPERATION BONN 18
pramoting a Rockpalast Christmas
Special on December 19 at the
Phillipshalle in Dusseldorf, which
will be broadcast nationwide. The
bill will feature Van Morrison, Candy
Dulfer, Fred Wesley and PeeWee Ellis,
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

PERENNIAL INTERNATIONAL pop fave Rod Stewart

performs at the Hallenstadion in Zurich, Switzerland,
November 7. Stewart will end 1998 with several arena
dates in the UK.

Dutch agency. To
complicate the case,
Wray is also being
sued by Paperclip in
Holland for non-
payment of commis-
sion. The case is

due to come to court
this month.

The artist lives in
Denmark and has
proved highly elusive,
to the extent that even
his lawyer has been
unable to contact him
and has resigned
from the case. The
lawyer for Paperclip
in the U.S. confirmed
that legal action has
been filed in the San
Francisco Superior
Court. Owen Seitel at
the law firm Idell,
Berman & Seitel
stated, “The defen-
dant has been served
with the action and
has failed to file a
response to the action
within the required
legal time frame.
Accordingly,on

ooyd 4V

Heather Nova, and The Pretty Things
with special guests.

Netherlands: PAPERCLIP AGENCY IS
involved in a complex transatlantic
legal dispute with Absolute Artists
in the U.S. The triangular dispute has
been ongoing for more than a year,
since Paperclip booked a Link Wray
tour of the States with Absolute Art-
ists in San Francisco. The agency is
dealing with two breach of contract
cases - one with the U.S. promoter
and one in the Netherlands - with
the artist.

The case concerns a standard
Paperclip agency contract with
Link Wray, signed by Bruce Solar at
Absolute, confirming the details of
the tour last autumn. The deposit for
the dates was not paid before the tour
and subsequently, Paperclip received
only partial payment.

Nevertheless, the artist decided
that he would go ahead with the
tour against the advice of the agency.
A small sum was paid to Paperclip
near the end of the tour for the
outstanding deposit; however, no fur-
ther payments have been made to the

behalf of Paperclip,
we have requested
entry of default judgment for the
amount due under the contract and
we are awaiting receipt of the judg-
ment from the court.”

Absolute Artists’ Solar said there’s
little he can do about the situation at
this point.

“Link doesn’t want us to pay
[Paperclip] and we work for Link,”
he said.

Norway: THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF
the bill for this year’s Nobel Peace
Prize concert has been slammed

as a cultural scandal for including
foreign artists such as the Cranber-
ries. The chief of the Norwegian
opera, Bjoern Simensen, said the bill
cheapened the award and was just an
casy bid for higher television ratings,
paying no attention to the Nordic
soots of the prize.

“They should use another con-
cept that would give more emphasis
to Norwegian and Nordic culture,”
said Simensen. The Norwegians
are contributing A-ha and local pop
star Espen Lind, plus a Norwegian
orchestra and choir. The bill will also
feature Phil Collins, Alanis
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Morissette, Andrea Boccelli and
James Galway. It will be the fifth
Nobel Peach Prize concert since the
idea was first launched in 1994 and
is being televised worldwide.

The Norwegian Nobel Institute
has rejected these criticisms, saying
peace is international and that the
bill will reflect this attitude.

Reported by Karen Bliss
416.944.0930 Fax 416.944.0930
E-mail: karen@pollstar.com

* THERE USED TO BE NOTHING TO DO
between band sets except drink and
scope out the opposite sex. Now, with
Ring ‘N’ Ears 2, a WrestleMusicFest,
one can see grown men by the names
of “Sexy Baby” Jackson and
“Bloody” Bill Skullion fight in a
16x16-foot wrestling ring.

The November 13 all-ages event
($10 in advance; $12 at the door) at
Toronto’s Opera House, also features
hardcore/punk bands NEVA, Figure
Four, Trigger Happy, Scratching Post,
Trunk, Bad Blood, and Human
Disorder.

Presented by The Renegade
Wrestling Alliance and The Blood
Brothers, the wrestling matches
include Four Way Ladder, First Blood
and the bloodiest match of all - The
Scar-borough Slaughterhouse Brawl
- during which the wrestlers can use
sanctioned weapons. Ladies will also
compete in an evening gown compe-
tition for the special Miss Ring ‘N’
Ears. The Blood Brothers plan to
take the Ring ‘N’ Ears concept on
tour across Canada next summer,
hitting cities and wrestlemania-
loving towns.

* METALLICA’S ONLY CANADIAN
show at Toronto’s 1,750-capacity
Warehouse sold out in a breakneck
10 minutes. The show was an-
nounced November 2 and went

on sale two days later. Tickets were
$45 Canadian.

* TORONTO POPSTERS BARENAKED
Ladies, whose sales on Stunt are up
to 1.67 million units in the States,
will next try to conquer the U.K. and
Europe. After completing its current
headlining tour November 27, the
band will return home for Christmas

and the odd show before heading
overseas January 22 for promo and
television appearances.

Stunt is currently out in some
European markets, like Germany and
Holland, but the U.K., for instance,
does not plan to release the album
until BNL bring their wacky selves
there in the flesh. By February, the
album should be out all over Europe
and the U.K. Their U.K. tour (booked
by Geoff Meall at The Agency
Group), opening for Beautiful South,
starts April 13 and goes to May 3.

It includes two nights at London’s
Wembley Arena and a couple of
Irish dates.

* LEGENDARY SINGER-SONGWRITER
Sylvia Tyson and her band,
Quartette, are kicking off a 19-date
Canadian tour at The Port Theatre,
November 18 in Nanaimo, British
Columbia. The soft-seater theatre
tour ends in Keswick, Ontario,
December 19 at Stephen Leacock
Theatre.

Booked by Toronto-based Robert
Missen Artists, this is Tyson’s first
tour behind her new album, In The
Beauty Of The Day, which came out
September 1 through Outside Music.

* THE PRESS CONFERENCE TO
announce the initial concert sched-
ule for Toronto’s new Air Canada
Centre has been postponed until
November 16. Top name acts like the
Rolling Stones, Shania Twain, Alanis
Morissette and The Tragically Hip
are rumoured to be among the first
to break in the stage.

* THE 4TH ANNUAL CANADIAN
Facility Management Conference
will be held at the Westin Harbour
Castle during Canadian Music Week
in March.

* VIRGIN Music CANADA SIGNING
the New Meanies may boost interest
in its bluesy rock album, Three Seeds,
by the time it wraps up the coveted
opening slot for Dave Matthews
Band. The arena tour ends Novem-
ber 17 with a sold-out concert at
Maple Leaf Gardens.

* POP SINGER JOEE HAS EMBARKED
on weekly promotional appearances
behind his album, The Truth, which
is now half-way to gold. Clothing
company Bootlegger and electronic




chain Future Shop sponsored the
national tour, which took him to
Winnipeg, Calgary, Edmonton,
Saskatchewan and Vancouver for
autograph sessions. His appearance
at The West Edmonton Mall report-
edly drew 600 fans seeking his
signature on photos, albums and
body parts.

Joée currently has two nationally
charted singles, “Do You Right”
(Top 75 CHR) and “If [ Could”
(Top 20 AC). The new video for
“Do You Right” was added out of
the box to medium rotation on
MuchMusic. A live concert tour with
a full band is tentatively planned for
February/March. Meanwhile, the
singer will continue to “do malls”
every week until the end of the year.

Of interest, Joée (Joey
DeSimone) has been performing in
Toronto since age 12.1n 1991, a
reported five-year, $4 million deal
with Arista fell through, but he
bounced back in 1995 when his
remake of “Died In Your Arms,”
from his Ti Amo Recards album Just
A Taste, hit the singles chart. Two
years later, singles “Holding On” and
“Angel” were released on Popular
Records, the same label for which
he recorded his current album,

The Truth.

+ CANADIAN MusIC WEEK IS STILL
accepting applications from bands/
artists to showcase at the March 3-7
Toronto music festival and confer-
ence. The deadline has been
extended to November 30. You can
download an application form at the
Web site (www.cmw.net) or contact
CMW c/o Chart Toppers in Toronto
at 416- 695-2553; fax: 416-695-9239.

AUSTRALIAN NEWS

Reported by Bryan Jones
Fax 613.9499.7786
E-mail: bryan@pollstar.com

* KEN WEST, CO-PROMOTER OF THE
Big Day Out tour, thinks that the
successful festival should be part of
January’s Festival of Sydney. He says
he has tried a number of times to
approach the festival’s organisers to
explain the move would increase
their audience by 40,000, “but we
kept getting the cold shoulder.”

Festival deputy director Brett
Seehy, however, argues that its brief
is to present on-the-edge artistic
works and that Big Day Out (which
draws 200,000 nationally and
“grosses tens of millions of dollars™)
was technically too successful to be
included.

The Festival of Sydney’s top
five attractions for the year were
Symphony Under the Stars (free),
attendance 110,000; Bacardi Festival
de Cuba (nine free performances),
42,000; Steel City (tap dance troupe),
42,000; Plasticiens Volants {French
street performance, five nights free),
38,000; and Cloudstreet, Titanic
(free), 17,000.

* ELVIS AND MADONNA ARE GETTING
married downunder. Elvis imperson-
ator James Lowrey and Madonna
clone Melissa Totten appear in

the “Legendary Stars” show at

the Melbourne Crown Casino.
Apparently, romance bloomed on
Totten’s birthday last month when
The King collected her from her
hotel in a glass carriage driven

by two white horses, took her to

a surprise party and gave her 30
balloons, 30 white roses and a teddy
bear (as you do). The pair appear
with the show in Ireland through
December before setting up home in
- where ¢lse? - Las Vegas.

. BRITISJI R&B/pOoP BAND ANOTHER
Level, who've sold a million records
in six months, arrive this week for
in-store appearances, club shows
and media interviews in Melbourne,
Sydney and Brisbane between
November 16 and 22. The act’s self-
titled album (on BMG) is released
here the same week.

* BRITISH TR1O SAINT ETIENNE
tours Australia for the first time

in early December for Michael
Coppel Presents. The band’s fourth
album, Good Humour, is issued here
by Festival.

* THE HARD Rock CAFE IN
Melbourne last week honoured
Mushroom Records with a Walk
Of Fame star for its “outstanding
contribution to the music industry”
in 25 years. This is the first time a
company has been given the honor.
Mushroom founder Michael
Gudinski accepted the award

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

with performers from the label in
attendance.

* SOME WELL-KNOWN AUSTRALIAN
entertainers will join with two inter-
national names at a fund-raising
show to raise $750,000 for uninsured
families that lost their homes in
Wollongong during severe storms
and flooding in August. The show
is put together by former Dragon
manager Steve White. The Angels,
Whitlams, Black Sorrows, Party
Boys, Mental As Anything,
Skunkhour, Wendy Matthews and
John Paul Young are joined by Eric
Burdon and U.S. band Fuel, who are
on separate tours to the country.
The show is part of a festival that
is held November 20-22 at Stuart
Park in Wollongong, and includes
theatre, a ball, carnival rides,
a Salute To The Heroes ceremony
to honour Wollongong rescuers and
the Australasian Heavyweight Wres-
tling Championship. Burdon is
downunder for a month-long season
of British Rock Symphony at the
Crown Casino in Melbourne.
He joins former LRB singer Glenn
Shorrock, Thelma Houston and
Sony’s R&B vocal group CDB in
doing various cover versions of
orchestrated ‘60s hits.

* WILLIAM NATHANIEL, CLAIMING TO
be a Western Australian entertain-
ment promoter in Sydney to conduct
“business for entertainment during
the Olympics,” found himself in
court there. He was accused of not
paying his $847.40 bill at the Gazebo

Hotel. He was remanded without bail
when the court heard that he was
also wanted in Western Australian on
alleged sex charges. He was to appear
in court at press time.

+ MELBOURNE INDEPENDENT BAND
Brown Hornet has scored the role of
aband in new Aussie movie “Sample
People” with Ben Mendolsohn and
Kylie Minogue.

+ CANADIAN BAND SLOAN’S
Murderecords is setting up opera-
tions in Australia. It will be directed
locally by Sarah Longhurst and

Patti Revson from Sydney-based
Longshot Management. The com-
pany issues Sloan’s Navy Blues album
on the 23rd, and handles other
global releases.

* THREE OF AUSTRALIA'S BEST-
known guitarists, Kevin Borich,

Phil Manning and Mal Eastick,

have put together a Wizards Of Oz
tour, exclusively playing the music

of Jimi Hendrix. Their band includes
former Def FX singer Fiona Horne.
The tour began in Byron Bay on
November 10.

* FOLLOWING THEIR VERY
successful debut tour with The
Porkers earlier this year, San Diego
ska band Buck-O-Nine returns to
Australia this month to headline
and preview their new CD which
is due here in January. The tour is
promoted by Newcastle-based Big
Management & Promotions. &
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HOTSTAR :

Talk about the Indiana Jones of bands. When The Flys
aren’t stirring audiences into a frenzy with their mix of
hip-hop and rock, certain members are likely to be scouting

..‘

L-R: Peter Perdichizzi,
Joshua Paskowitz, James Book,
Adam Paskowitz & Nick Lucero.

Just being in a
band is so lame. You
gotta do something

with your life.

ey out the next killer wave, mountain biking,
or jumping out of an airplane. It’s an extreme
music — extreme sports lifestyle.

“Just being in a band is so lame. You gotta
do something with your life,” Flys frontman
Adam Paskowitz joked with POLLSTAR.

“I wear a cowboy hat all the time because
[ want people to think that I'm a cowboy.
I mean, really”

Having the hit song that’s stuck in
everyone’s head lately, “Got You (Where |
Want You),” is suddenly making life even
more interesting for The Flys. Their Trauma
Records release, Holiday Man, is selling more
in a week than their debut did in a year and
crowds are packing venues in places the band
has never played.

Not that The Flys haven’t paid their dues.
Paskowitz, his rappin’ brother Josh, guitarist
Peter Perdichizzi, bassist James Book and drummer Nick
Lucero toured independently for more than four years.
“We've played every dump on our own,” Paskowitz said.

“I mean, the worst dumps you could imagine.”

The mystique behind The Flys’ active pursuit of life
in conjunction with the drudgery of the road is better
understood through the Paskowitz brothers’ upbringing.
They were two of nine siblings raised in a camper described
by Paskowitz as “a dirty soup kitchen on wheels.”

“So being in this big ol’ brand new bus is like an easy
ride, comparatively,” he said.

Their father is a Stanford-educated medical doctor who
chose to travel around the world helping the less fortunate.
Dorian Paskowitz also happens to be an avid surfer — even
at age 78 — always searching for the best waves. His kids
traveled the world, were home schooled and taught to surf
by their father, and were inspired by their mother the opera
singer. In addition, the family owns one of the most famous
surf camps in the world and the band’s frontman was once
a professional surfer.

Though the Paskowitz brothers have been to every state
in the union and beyond with their family, touring with
The Flys is a bit different. Since the band hooked up with
Trauma’s Rob Kahane, “it’s been like four or five months
of just absolute and total craziness,” Paskowitz said.

When The Flys recorded their latest album, they thought
they were making an independent record for Mike Ross at
Delicious Vinyl. “And the next thing you know, it’s like every
major record label in the whole world called us,” he said.

o
.
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But Trauma had a keen understanding of the band.
“It’s like we're semi-heavy metal as sort of a joke, but we’re
like a rock band with a certain soul edge and my brother
Josh raps. So it would be very easy to lose the message in all
this. And they found some sort of common thread that you
can say, ‘OK, this is who they are.”

After trying to convince POLLSTAR that The Flys are
managed by a couple of rodeo clowns they picked up on the
street, Paskowitz confessed that the band tapped Delicious
Vinyl's Ross as manager.

He said though Ross hasn’t played this role before,
he’s a very clever cat.“When we went to Trauma, there was
nothing for him to do so he got like a boo boo face and we’re
like, ‘All right. You can be the manager.”

An on-the-ball business team, rounded out by William
Morris agent John Marx, seems to be the ingredient that
has brought the band this sudden, unexpected rise toward
stardom. It’s been “totally wacky,” Paskowitz said, especially
looking at the band’s huge teenage fan base.

The 29-year-old singer doesn’t understand why The Flys
are such teen sensations but for some reason, the youngsters
just get it. “It wasn’t designed for teens. It wasn’t invented
for teens,” he said. “But I will say this ... at the surf camp,
me and my brothers, we’ve related to those 18 and under
so well our whole lives [with] surfers and the sports and
the relationship between all that. I think that has something
to do with it.”

The only thing about playing for kids is that the
audience can get more radical than the band. The Flys’ live
shows are “absolute bedlam,” Paskowitz said.“These mosh
pits, they start to break out and [ just want to jump in. It
makes you feel like it’s so soft and fuzzy in there but it’s not
soft and fuzzy. Those guys are insane!”

He said he worries about the fans.“I'm constantly
saying, ‘Hey, this girl, this girl, this girl, and I’'m pointing
to some little girl, a 12-year-old, that looks like she’s gonna
die. And nobody seems to care except me. I don’t know how
these kids don’t kill
themselves.”

But as long as kids

w:oo“::‘ A‘GENCY (and adults) get that ex-
s " °;'s Agency cited over the band, The
A Flys will ride the wave of
their touring success.
MANAGEMENT And they expect this to
DV Sector be the beginning of a
Mike Ross long career.
323.465.3150 “Theres a bigger

story to this than just
four white lame rockers
dancing around the
country trying to
promote some faceless
single,” Paskowitz said.
“It’s like these guys have been around the world, they’re real
young men, they’ve had gnarly experiences, there’s a family
issue here, they’ve been together for 10 years and lived in
their car with their dog. This is just the beginning. Get to
know them. They’re gonna be around awhile.” &«

RECORD COMPANY
Trauma / Delicious Vinyl
818.382.2515



Avg. Gross  Avg. Tickets Citles Lw Tw Headline Artist Booking Agency
]
$ 1,224,061 | 21,399 (22) 1 1 Celine Dion Creative Artists Agency
$ 905952 | 20,628 (19) 3 2 Elton John The Howard Rose Agency
$ 811,986 | 21,386 (12) 2 3 Jimmy Buffett The Howard Rose Agency
$ 589,109 | 20,975 (16) 5 4 Dave Matthews Band Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 586,115 | 19,648 (15 6 5 Aerosmith Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 582,439 | 17,029 (10) 7 6 Metallica QBQ Entertainment
$ 568,511 | 17,217 (13) 9 7 The Spice Girls William Morris Agency
$ 561,862 | 11,567 (40) 8 8 Janet Jackson Creative Artists Agency
$ 534,370 | 11,337 (31) 10 9 Rod Stewart International Creative Mgmt.
$ 525,079 | 21,512 (16) 11 10 Pearl Jam ARTISTdirect
$ 507,816 | 12,612 (15 12 | 11 Page / Plant Trinifold Management
$ 469,633 | 15112 (12) 13 | 12 “Lilith Fair” Little Big Man Booking
$ 459,019 | 10,353 (10) 14 13 Bob Dylan Creative Artists Agency
$ 453,379 | 17,415 (23) 15 | 14 Beastie Boys ARTISTdirect
$ 412,351 | 16,132 (20) 18 | 15 Backstreet Boys Renaissance Entertainment
$ 411,329 | 14,470 (23) 16 | 16 Shania Twain Creative Artists Agency
$ 373,352 | 13,880 (12) 17 17 Hanson William Morris Agency
$ 262,171 7,609 (15) 21 18 Mana Creative Artists Agency
$ 261,556 9,959 (14) 20 § 19 Santana Creative Artists Agency
$ 243,558 8,967 (25) 23 | 20 “Family Values Tour” William Morris Agency
$ 229,169 7,338 (23) 24 | 21 “Sweet Sounds Of Soul Tour” William Morris Agency
$ 227,061 9,323 (13) 22 | 22 Barenaked Ladies Little Big Man Booking
$ 225,051 9,533 (30) 26 | 23 matchbox 20 Creative Artists Agency
$ 222,931 8,312 (13) 25 24 The Allman Eirothers Band International Creative Mgmt.
$ 205,253 8,479 (11) 27 § 25 Van Halen Creative Artists Agency
$ 182,521 6,524 (12) 28 | 26 Bonnie Raitt Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 160,342 l 8,696 (13) 29 | 27 Steve Miller Band Agency For The Perf. Arts
$ 158,538 8,041 (10) 33 | 28 Lynyrd Skynyrd QBQ Entertainment
$ 138,153 6,997 (15) 31 | 29 “Smokin’ Grooves ‘98” William Morris Agency
$ 135,081 5327 (10) 38 | 30 John Fogerty Creative Artists Agency
$ 134,592 6,364 (12) 36 | 31 Tool William Morris Agency
$ 133,415 6,426 (18) 34 32 “The H.O.R.D.E. Festival” Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 128,408 4,521 (19) 39 | 33 “B.B. King Blues Festival” Associated Booking Corp.
$ 127,762 4,646 (36) 32 | 34 Tori Amos Creative Artists Agency
$ 122,731 4,943 (11) 40 | 35 Deep Purple The Agency Group Ltd.
$ 89,570 3,351 (11)NeW) ] 36 Journey Artists & Audience Entertainment
$ 88,101 3,249 (17) 46 | 37 Buddy Guy, Jonny Lang Monterey International
$ 87,670 3,263 (11) 44 | 38 Jethro Tull Premier Talent Agency
$ 85895 4,313 (18) 43 § 39 Third Eye Blind Creative Artists Agency
$ 85,599 3,025 (11) 45 40 Bauhaus ARTISTdirect
$ 80,871 2,857 (12) 47 | 41 Joe Cocker Creative Artists Agency
$ 72,996 3,191  (20) 48 42 Slayer International Creative Mgmt.
$ 70,742 2,068 (10)NeW) | 43 Lyle Lovett Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 63934 3,676 (16) 50 | 44 Creed The Agency Group Ltd.
$ 62,306 2,479 (10) 49 | 45 Brian Setzer Orchestra William Morris Agency
$ 54,081 2,333 (15) 51 46 Ani DiFranco Fleming, Tamulevich & Assoc.
$ 54,069 2,641 (18 Ne®D | 47 Michael W. Smith Creative Artists Agency
$ 51,793 2,631 (13) 62 48 The Crystal Method ARTISTdirect
$ 36,632 1,797 (14)NeW> | 49 The Tragicelly Hip Entourage Talent Associates
$ 34,995 1,899 (16) Ned) | 50 Insane Clown Posse Frontier Booking International

The Concert Pulse ranks each artist by their average boxoffice gross per city and is based on data reported within the last three months
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» You may not have heard of GetMusic
(www.getmusic.com) but you will. At first
glance, it appears to be another CD online
store, like CDnow (www.cdnow.com). But what
differentiates GetMusic from other sites is that
this one belongs to multinational recording
conglomerate BMG. In other words, while
other major record label sites have dabbled in
retail, BMG could very well be the first major
label to take the plunge and get serious about
marketing directly to the consumer.

The site stocks releases from all the major
labels but knocks $2 off certain BMG releases.
There's also a banner ad for a BMG Visa card.
Retail stores have expressed concern over major
labels selling directly to the public, and while
GetMusic will surely be welcomed by the music
consumer, it’s probably not floating anyone's
boat at the bricks & mortar retail level.

> As reported last week, Ticketmaster
(www.ticketmaster.com) has filed a breach of
contract lawsuit against N2K, claiming that
the company failed to make an agreed upon
payment of $3 million on November lst.

N2K and Ticketmaster had a marketing
agreement which called for both companies
to promote the other with links between
both companies” Web sites and N2K's Music
Boulevard (www.musicboulevard.com)info
printed on tickets and Ticketmaster brochures.

In response to the lawsuit, N2K has released
the following statement: “This process began
when we informed Ticketmaster that they had
breached their agreement with us by failing to
perform their obligations under the agreement.
Rather than attempt to remedy these breaches,
Ticketmaster has brought this action and
rejected N2K's attempts to settle this matter.
We clearly have the duty to defend against this
unwarranted action and to pursue the various
remedies we have against Ticketmaster in light
of its breaches.”

P Hardly a week goes by without one
company announcing a million dollar-plus
alliance with another company in a deal that
includes links between each company’s Web
site. Just how important are those links? Last
week, K-tel International did a deal with
Microsoft for K-tel Express (www.kvel.com)
— the company's online store — to be
included on the Microsoft Network's Shopping
Channel. The Microsoft Network will feature
direct links to K-tel Express from its Music and
Home Yideos department page plus links to
K-tel Express from other Microsoft Web sites
including Sidewalk (www.sidewalk.com),

MSNBC, and Microsoft.com. |n return, K-tel
will include links to Microsoft sites.

K-tel enjoyed almost instant gratification
from the deal. Within 24 hours of the
announcement, K-tel stock had gone up
nearly 12 points to close at 34.75.

» It's Showtime! The name game contin-
ues as a small Toronto ticket broker/travel
agency fends off a domain name challenge from
one of the biggest entertainment corporations
in the U.S.

Showtime Tours, Inc. of Toronto,
which sells tickets and arranges travel packages
around concerts, has been operating the
Web site wwwshowtime.com since 1994.

In 1996, the cable movie channel Showtime
Networks, a division of Yiacom, approached
Showtime Tours about acquiring the domain
name. According to Showtime Tours owner
Terry Sawiuk, Showtime Networks asked him

to “hand over the domain name.” Sawiuk
responded that, while he wouldn’t just give

up www.showtime.com, he would consider
selling it. Currently, Showtime Networks uses
the domain www.showtimeonline.com.

Sawiuk says that shortly after being
contacted by Showtime Networks, he received
a legal letter from Yiacom demanding that $TI
stop using www.showtime.com, claiming that
the site “constitutes an improper association
which trades on the goodwill and reputation of
the Showtime Properties and is likely to cause
confusion with those Properties.”

Sawiuk's lawyer countered, saying
Showtime Tours’ and SNI's trademarks could
co-exist without confusion, mainly because
each company offers a different service. But
because SN indicated concern over potentiat
confusion, Sawiuk’s lawyer wrote SNI, “How-
ever, in that you have now raised the issue of
confusion, my client will be filing an opposition
against SNI's pending Canadian trademark
application no. 794,289, which was filed
many years after my client adopted Showtime
in (anada.”

Because of strict Canadian content broad-
casting regulations, Showtime Networks has yet
to enter the Canadian TV market. This is all set
to change when Canada undergoes a wave of
broadcasting deregulation. Sawiuk feels that
once Showtime is granted a trademark for
Showtime Networks in Canada, Showtime
Networks will approach Network Solutions,
the company currently charged with managing
domain names, claiming they have a (anadian
trademark for Showtime and demand that
www.showtime.com be reassigned to them.

Continued On Page 23
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The Internet's Leading

Source for Concert Information.

\
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http://www.pollstar.com

The Internet’s Most Requested Concert Tours
LastWeek  This Week Artist Power Index

| | KISS 1.000

5 2 Black Sabbath 104

9 3 Metallica 600

K R} ‘N Sync S8

3 5 Alanis Morissette 508

1 6 Dave Matthews Band 507

6 7 KORN A42

12 8 Billy Joel A3

1 9 Marilyn Manson 408

10 10 Shania Twain 401

8 I Aerosmith 39

16 2 Backstreet Boys 357

1§ 13 Garth Brooks 351

I 14 Barenaked Ladies 336

14 15 The Offspring 295

18 16 Garbage 290

NEW) 7 Rolling Stones 261

NEW) 8 Jimmy Buffett 251

35 19 Pantera 251

20 20 Third Eye Blind 249

2 2| Rob Zombie 247

1] 22 Eve 6 246

13 3 Deftones 242

4 24 Jonny Lang 209

17 25 Motley Crue 209

3 26 Radiohead 203

9 27 Journey 199

30 28 Depeche Mode 198

28 29 Goo Goo Dolls 190

25 30 Phish 189

26 3l Bob Dylan A86

36 32 Tori Amos 81

34 33 Eric Clapton 79

b1} 34 Brian Setzer Orchestra n

NEW) 35 Natalie Merchant A1

)] 36 Neil Diamond 169

33 37 Elton John 166

31 38 Celine Dion 165

39 39 Chris Isaak 163

40 40 Robert Earl Keen 143

Artists are ranked by the number of times their itinerary is requested by fans

visiting the pollstar.com Web site on the Internet. This site receives more than
18 million hits per month. The Power index is determined by ranking the artists

as a percentage of the chart leader.
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ExcLusIve AGENCY SIGNINGS

Leave Home Booking
All Systems Go « Creep Division
Dropkick Murphy’s « Ensign

M.P.L

The Lettermen

MT Productions

The Disco Biscuits

Origins Music Int’l

The Graduates + Abyssinians

Pretty Polly Productions
Gaelic Storm

THeE M.O.B. AGENCY:
MiTtcH OKMIN

Berlin featuring Terri Nunn has been enjoying
success up and down the West Coast. Berlin is available for
New Year's Eve and is looking to fill its 1999 schedule with
a bunch of festivals, packages and one-off dates. ~>
Dread Zeppelin will be in the Midwest in November.
They are also available for New Year's Eve and 1999 festi-
vals. Tortelvis and the gang are planning a West Coast ryn
in early [999. <~ His Name is Alive and Komeda
are currently touring in major markets. His Name is Alive is
looking to go around once more in early 1999. ~~
Peter Himmelman will have a new record out titled
Love Thinketh No Evilon Six Degrees Records in mid-
January. Peter will tour with his band for the first time in
five years mid-February to mid-March. <~ The Red
House Painters will also have a new release tentatively
scheduled for March on Island/Supreme. Mark Kozelek and

Sammy Boyd Entertainment
Big Mountain

Tough Guy Booking
Nerves * Rock*A*Teens

MANAGEMENT SIGNINGS

All Good Mgmt.
The Ernies * The Waking Heurs

Billy Clark Mgmt.
Natural Funk Selection

Tropix International
John Abercrombie + Junko Onishi

the rest of the Painters will tour extensively to support
the new release in the spring of ‘99. <~ No Doubt is
tentatively looking at a mid-1999 release, which will start
their touring cycle around late summer / fall. Gwen, Tony,
Tom and Adrian will tour extensively into the new millen-
nium. <= Finally, the Mob wou!d like to wish Karena

Gibbs-Ibe all the best, as she has left this lovely business of

ours in order to deal with a more mature group of people.
Karena is now a first grade teacher.

PRETTY PoLLY PRODUCTIONS:
CHRISTOPHER BARBER

We're proud to announce representation of Gaelic
Storm, the party band featured in the Aca