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The Hole Story

N AN ODD TWIST OF FATE

(and flesh), Marilyn Manson
suffered an injury on the last night
of his band’s co-bill with Hole.
Rumor of Hole’s exit began flying
several days before Courtney Love
confirmed it from the stage of the
Great Western Forum March 14th.

“This is our last night on the
tour,” Love informed the audience.
“Why? I just didn’t want to deal
with the burning crosses on the
outside of the venue and the inside
of the venue.”

Not long after, Manson suffered
a badly sprained ankle after jump-
ing off a speaker cabinet. His band
was 35 minutes into its set when
it became clear the frontman was
unable to perform and the show
was called off.

Refunds weren't offered since
Hole had played a full set and
Marilyn Manson had passed the
halfway mark of its show. Dates in
San Diego, Las Vegas and Phoenix
were canceled but Manson and the
tour were expected to be up and
running in time for the March 21st
concert at the Compaq Center
in Houston.

Marilyn Manson and opening
act Monster Magnet plan to

AP Photo

continue the outing as scheduled.
The tour runs through April 27th,
and while promoters are offering
refunds because of Hole’s depar-
ture, they don’t expect to have
many takers.

While there were plenty of
well-documented name-calling
and snide remarks from both Hole
and Marilyn Manson, money and
production issues were more

CONTENTS

FEATURES
Asian News 16
Australian News 16
Between The Dates 22
Boxoffice Summary 54
Canadian News 15
Concert Pulse Chart 10
European News 14
Gigs & Bytes 18
HotStar: Eagle-Eye Cherry 19
Obituaries 1
PoliStars Of The Web 18
Route Book 20

Scenes Concert Industry Awards Party 12
Scenes R&R Hall Of Fame Induction 6
Short Items Of Note 2

THE BOSS TAKES COMMAND of the stage during the 14th annual Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame ceremony. Bruce Springsteen was inducted during the March 15th event in New
York. For more details on the ceremonies, see page 7.

responsible for Hole’s departure
than personality conflicts.
According to a March 17th
story in the Los Angeles Times,
Peter Mensch of Q-Prime, Hole’s
management company, said Hole
was losing money on the tour.
The Tines reported that pro-
moters were paying a flat guaran-
tee that covered production and
various other expenses instead
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of doing a percentage deal. Then,
the bands split the gate. The shows
had not been doing particularly
great business until the two South-
ern California dates, at which
point Hole took its final bow.
“We couldn’ have afforded to stay
on the road,” Mensch said. “We
would have lost $150,000 to
$200,000 by the end of the tour”

Others familiar with the tour
said cost overruns were also eating
up profits. Apparently, Love wasn’t
satisfied with the allotted stage
time and Hole’s sets ran long,
incurring crew overtime and
irritating Manson.

It undoubtedly didn’t help
that on any given night, there
were significantly more Marilyn
Manson fans than Hole fans
in the audience. Love voiced her
disappointment to the crowd on
more than one occasion and cut
short Hole’s set in Portland when

Joe Louis Arena-
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CONSECUTIVE SELLOUTS...
AND COUNTING

the audience failed to show
enough enthusiasm.

The band will get out in front of
its own fans soon enough. A Hole
theatre tour is expected to start in
early May but there were no details
at press time.

Meanwhile, Manson has
been on a little public relations
campaign, stamping out rumors
that his injury was nothing more
than a publicity stunt. In fact, he
had twisted his ankle during his
show at the Arrowhead Pond of
Anaheim, the night before the
Forum show.

“It was toward the end of the
show and I was able to continue
without too much pain,” he said.

At that point, a physical thera-
pist advised him to cancel the
sold-out Forum date, but he
didn’t want to disappoint his fans.
A trainer with the Los Angeles
Kings wrapped his ankle and he
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Short items Of Note

The “Phantom of the Opera” gets a goodbye KISS when lead singer

Paul Stanley plays the title role in the production, which is scheduled to end
its [0-year run in Toronto. “It's a big challenge,” said Stanley of his upcoming
role. He takes to the Pantages Theater stage May 2nd - August |st. Three
different performers will have played the phantom before the show’s run ends.
Financially beleaguered producer Livent Inc. announced March | Ith that the
musical would close September 26th. Ticket sales of nearly 7 million have
made the production Canada's longest running stage musical.

Dallas’ new sports and entertainment facility set to open in 2001 will be called
American Airlines Center - not to be confused with the under-construction
American Airlines Arena in Miami. American Airlines and the Arena Group
have entered into a 30-year naming rights agreement that makes American
the principal corporate sponsor of the building. The $5-million-a-year deal

will provide the airline signage inside and outside the building. American will
get exposure in print and broadcast advertising, as well. Construction on the
American Airlines Center, which will be home to the Dallas Mavericks and
Dallas Stars, is set to begin this fall.

The California Society of Newspaper Editors has urged newspapers to
refuse to give promoters and performers the legal rights to photos taken
at concerts. The resolution intends to stop picture-taking at events where
photographers must sign agreements waiving rights to their pictures before
being admitted to concerts. CSNE said restrictions imposed in publicly
subsidized buildings violate the First Amendment.

Nick Turner has been named vice president of ARTISTdirect. He will

be responsible for creating e-commerce partnerships, and maximizing online
and offline company branding. Prior to joining ARTISTdirect, Turner was an
associate of artist manager Miles Copeland and vice president of N2K's Music
Boulevard on the West Coast.

On March 22nd, Peter Zimmerman takes on the role of director of program
and production at Wolf Trap in Vienna, Va. Zimmerman previously served as
buyer and executive director for The Colonial Theatre in Keene, N.H.

The Poplar Bluff Civic Center in Missouri has a new name. The 4,700-seat
arena, set to open in June, will now be known as the Black River Coliseum.

Dru Hill member Woody has left the group to pursue a career in gospel and
inspirational music. Woody, whose real name is James Green, said his depar-
ture is a result of his relationship with God. “My decision to leave Dru Hill was
laid upon my heart by the Lord,” he said. “| value my experiences as a member
of Dru Hill. Sisqo, Nokio and Jazz will always be my brothers.” The remaining
members of the group, who have said they fully support Woody's decision,
will continue with plans to embark on a major U.S. tour beginning in April.

The rockabilly cats who helped create rock ‘n’ roll deserve a museum of

their own, and an associate of the late Carl Perkins wants to give it to them.
Groundbreaking on a $3 million building to house the International
Rockabilly Hall of Fame is planned for September in Jackson, Tenn., Henry
Harrison said last week. Perkins lived in the West Tennessee city, 77 miles from
Memphis, until his death last year. “It is my fervent prayer and earnest request
that music lovers from all over the world join me in building this lasting tribute
to the many individuals who made rockabilly music a major part of American
music history,” Harrison said.

The State of Utah won the right March [6th to use its federally trademarked
tourism slogan, “The Greatest Snow on Earth.” The Virginia federal appeals
court ruling quashed efforts by Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Combined
Shows Inc. to stop the slogan’s usage. The | -year dispute began when Ringling
Bros., which has billed its circus as “The Greatest Show on Earth” since 1872,
challenged Utah's application for a federal trademark. In 1995, the U.S. Trade-
mark Trial and Appeal Board approved Utah's request, and the following year,
Ringling filed a lawsuit against the state. The three-judge panel unanimously
agreed that Ringling failed to prove its slogan would be adversely affected.
Utah's advertising slogan promotes ski-related tourism and has been used since
1962. It was registered as a state trademark in 1975.

Officials may subpoena George Jones’ blood-alcohol test results, said Tennes-
see Highway Patrol spokesperson Dana Keeton on March |5th. The same day,
authorities confirmed receiving two 911 calls about a reckless driver, one
which mentioned George Jones by name minutes before his near-fatal accident,
reported The Tennessean. State troopers said an open bottle of vodka was
found in Jones’ sport-utility vehicle. The statement came after a police report,
made shortly after the March 6th accident, said that no alcohol was involved.
Devetopments in the ongoing investigation continue to unfold as Jones, 67,
remains in critical but stable condition at Nashville’s Vanderbilt Medical Center.
The singer developed pneumonia after the accident and was placed back on

a ventilator. He suffered critical injuries when his Lexus smashed into a bridge
near his home while he was talking on a cell phone.
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went on with the show. The fact
that he reinjured himself doing
a move he does in every show, on
the night that Hole announced its
departure, was pure coincidence.

Country Radio
Gets An Earful

MUSIC FANS HAVE LOST SOME
of their appetite for the
country music radio is feeding
them, according to researchers.
With more than 2,300 of the
nation’s 10,000 radio stations
playing country, the format is the
most popular in the U.S. However,
ratings have dropped about 25
percent over the past two years.
Researchers who spoke at the
annual Country Radio Seminar

“What’s the expression? ‘Beat
a dead horse - it still ain’t going to
run. That’s what they do,” said one
man surveyed by Denver-based
researchers Roger Wimmer and
Matt Hudson.

Wimmer and Hudson showed
video clips of anonymous inter-
views with focus groups con-
ducted in Kansas City. Plus,

New Jersey-based Edison Media
Research released statistics from
a study of 611 country music fans
in six metropolitan areas.

“I find country’s obsession
with artists questionable at times,”
Edisen’s Larry Rosin said.

He said 48 percent of the fans
Edisen surveyed thought their
local stations would play records
by a superstar act, even if the

success, “radio
yawned collec-
tively” at her
follow-up album -
the message being
that Morissette’s
name isn’t enough
to get her airplay.

Researchers con-
cluded that country
fans miss the
outlaw movement
of the ‘70s when
artists like Waylon
Jennings and Willie
Nelson were popu-
lar at radio. That may well be
part of the explanation for the
growth of the Americana format
in recent years.

AP Photo

A HOST OF rock music’s pioneer artists converge on
Capitol Hill to support legislation that would prevent
impersonators from performing under the names of

rock ‘nt’ roll legends. The Supreme’s Mary Wilson (center)
addresses reporters with Sam Moore of Sam and Dave
fame; his wife, Joyce; and the legislation drafters, Reps.
Dennis Kucinich, D-Ohio, and Charles Norwood, R-Ga.

deprived in later life from the
fruits of their labor”

As an example, there are at least
three different touring versions
of the Drifters in the United States

in Nashville said listeners are tired
of hearing songs that are indistin-
guishable from one another and
they think programmers should an example, saying that after her
be less loyal to established artists.  Jagged Little Pill debut oozed

Coming to the South? Call

music wasn’t good. Rosin said pop
radio is less likely to do the same.
He used Alanis Morissette as

AFFORDABLE

Sound - Light - Backline

Concert Quality Sound Reinforcement

© Apogee O TAC © Ramsa © Crest © White
© Klark-Teknik & Yamaha PM 4000
© T.C. Electronics © Lexicon © Drawmer

Stage Lighting

© Tom Cat Pre-Rig Truss
© CAE Dimming & Control

The Largest Inventory of Backline
Rental Equipment in the State

© Marshall, Fender, Roland & Vox Guitar Amps
© SWR, Eden, Hartke, GK & Ampeg Bass Guitar Rigs
© Yamaha, Pearl & Ludwig Drums
© LP Percussion © Hammond Organ
© Yamaha, Roland & Korg Keyboards

Affordable Sound & Light, Inc.
1304 2nd Avenue South
Birmingham, Alabama 35233

205-251-7635 * Fax: 205-251-7662

TR

* PGUSIAR

Truth In Rock Act

THE U.S. CONGRESS HAS BEEN
enlisted in the battle being
waged by veteran rock ‘n’ roll artists
against their imposter counterparts.

Members of chart-topping acts
of the past, including Mary Wilson
of the Supremes, Sam Moore of
Sam and Dave fame and Drifters
members Charles Thomas and
Bill Pinkney, gathered on Capitol
Hill March 16th to rally support
for legislation that would stop
imposter performing acts.

Reps. Dennis Kucinich, an Ohio
Democrat, and Charles Norwood,
a Georgia Republican, have intro-
duced legislation dubbed the
Truth in Rock Act, aimed at help-
ing golden-oldie artists defend
their crown.

The bill reportedly calls for
amending the federal copyright
Lanham Act, allowing original
group members to sue imposters,
promoters and managers of the
false acts for larger punitive damages.

“The knock-off groups should
not be permitted to pass them-
selves off as the real thing,
Kucinich said. “Those artists who
have put their heart and soul into
building a career and making
a name ... in music ought not be

without any of the original mem-
bers who sang on such classic hits
as “Under the Boardwalk” and
“Up on the Roof.” Aside from the
confusion created by multiple acts,
it makes it very difficult for the
surviving members of the original
group to tour.

However, Larry Marshak’s New
York-based RCI Management,

ORIGINAL DRIFTERS MEMBERS Charles

Thomas (L) and Bill Pinkney attend a
press conference to draw attention to the
Truth in Rock Act, sponsored by Rep.
Dennis Kucinich (R), which would
protect classic rock ‘n’ roll stars from
imposter artists.

which packages its own versions of
the Drifters, Platters and Coasters,
claims he does nothing deceptive
with the groups he represents.



Marshak claims to have legal
rights to use the group names and
ism’t bothered by the fact that the
groups often have no original
members or direct connection to
the artists who made the classic hit
records. “We make no illusions to
be otherwise than what they are,”
he said. “Nobody expects to see
the original members when they
see us.”

SFX Completes
Two More Deals

SFX ENTERTAINMENT CONTIN-
ues on its acquisition roll,
announcing the completion of
deals with the Nederlander Orga-
nization and The Marquee Group.

The entertainment giant’s deal
with Nederlander consists of the
purchase of a 50 percent interest in
the long-term leases and booking
and management agreements for
the New World Music Theatre in
Tinley Park, I1l., and the Alpine
Valley Music Theatre in East Troy,
Wis.; a lease for the Merriweather
Post Pavilion in Columbia, Md.;
and in Cincinnati, a booking and
management agreement for the
Riverbend Music Center and The
Crown arena, a lease for the Taft
Theatre and a short-term lease for
Bogart’s club.

The arrangements cover a 100
percent interest in entities that
hold the rights to construct the
Mesa del Sol Centre for the
Performing Arts in Albuquerque,
New Mexico.

SFX Entertainment has also
successfully merged The Marquee
Group into the corporation.
Marquee stockholders approved
a transaction in which they will
receive a 0.0815 share of SFX
Entertainment stock for each
Marquee Group share. As a result,
SFX will issue about 1.4 million
common shares to Marquee stock-
holders, not including any Marquee
Group options or warrants.

Among the Marquee assets is the
QBQ Entertainment booking agency.

AP Photo

THE UNDER-CONSTRUCTION Staples
Center in downtown Los Angeles is well
on its way to its scheduled October
completion date. The $360 million
arenda’s first announced booking is next
year’s Democratic National Convention.
The Staples Center, seen in this March
5th aerial shot, will be home to the Los
Angeles Kings hockey team and the
Lakers and Clippers basketball teams.

Buddy Holly
Heirs Sue MCA

ELATIVES OF Buppy HoLLy

have sued MCA Records,
claiming the label has hoarded
royalty payments, forged contracts
and illegally produced albums
without family consent.

While the lawsuit seeks unspeci-
fied damages, attorney Kevin
Glasheen described it as a multi-
million-dollar case.

“It’s bad form to steal from
a dead man but unfortunately in
the music industry, it happens,”
Glasheen said. “The problem is
that MCA, just like a lot of people
who owe money, won't pay it until
they have to. They’ve had the
benefit of Buddy Holly’s music for
years but people have been forgot-
ten in the whirlwind of finance
mergers and acquisitions.”

The suit, filed in Lubbock,
Texas, charges that contracts pro-
viding for royalties to Holly’s heirs
are legally questionable and
should be redone.

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

The plaintiffs are Holly’s widow,
Maria Holly; his brothers, Larry
and Travis Holley; and his sister
Pat Holley (the singer dropped the
“e” from his name).

“The so-called recording agree-
ments relied on by MCA are void
and unenforceable and in certain
circumstances, outright forgeries,”
the lawsuit says in reference to a
contract that appears to be signed
by Maria Holly and another signed
by a manager the family claims
had been fired by Holly.

The suit alleges MCA conned
Holly’s parents into signing an
agreement for rights to their son’s
music, even though label officials
knew “the parents had no author-
ity to contract for those record-
ings.” MCA has also “grossly
underpaid the fair market value
of the royalties,” the family alleges.

Larry Holley said record com-
pany officials have proven they

won’t pay the family fair royalties
unless they are forced.

“We were very patient trying
to negotiate a contract to get some
better rates,” he said last week.
“They strung us along and never
would come through to give
us some help, so we had to file
this suit.”

Glasheen said MCA has bam-
boozled Holly’s family for years
and now wants to leave them
“high and dry”

“Basically, after Buddy Holly
died, the record company went
through a lot of manipulations
with his former manager to issue
a lot of recordings,” he said. “MCA
had agreed to pay the family addi-
tional royalties, but then wanted to
add additional terms to the agree-
ment. They wanted the Holly fam-
ily to give insurance that nobody
else could or would make any
other claims to these recordings.”
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SCENES FROM ;ROCK & RoLL HALL OF FAME INDUCTION
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INDSRWE and the pride of Long Island, Billy Joel, performs “Only the MELISSA ETHERIDGE belts out Dusty
Gl D Young” Springfield's hit “Son Of A Preacher
Man."The late singer was inducted

two weeks after her death.

ROCK AND ROLL
HALL OF FAME

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN celebrates the moment with wife/bandmate Patti Scialfa, s
Clarence Clemons and Steve Van Zandt. The E Sireet Band performed &
A,

<

together live for the first time in 10 years.

AP Photo

AP Photo
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Rocx AND RoLL HALL OF FAME inductees
Bruce Springsteen and Paul McCartney team
up for a crowd-pleasing jam session. During the
evening, McCartney gave a plug for Ringo Starr
and George Harrison as future inductees, and
Springsteen thanked fans for ‘giving me access
and entrance into your lives.”

ROCK ANL KuLy
lllxll,m FAME
X

HAVINS STOOD the test of time, Hall of Fame inductees The Staple Singers gather to
piw M dhe media. L-R: Pervis, Cleotha. Pops, Mavis and Yvonne Staples.

LADMS OF SONG Bette Midler, Bonnie Raitt, Lauryn Hill and Melissa MUDIENCE gets a salute from Wilson Pickett after he performed with
EghweWlge surround the lone Peter Wolf. musicians like Bruce Springsteen and Paul Shaeffer.



As of last week, a spokesperson
from MCA said the label hadn’t
received notice of the litigation
and therefore, could not comment.

Ogden To Split Company

FFICIALS AT NEW YORK-

based Ogden Corp. have
announced their intentions to split
the conglomerate into two publicly
traded companies.

Ogden will place its entertain-
ment and aviation divisions -
which include Metropolitan
Entertainment, various theme
parks and concert venues, as well
as airport infrastructures and
services - into one company while
its energy-related businesses will
constitute another company.

Ogden Chairman and CEO
Richard Ablon will head the
entertainment and aviation firm,
according to The Wall Street
Journal. Executive VP Scott
Mackin will reportedly take charge
of Ogden’s energy company.

The move reportedly comes
as the conglomerate’s stock has
sagged during the last decade.
According to the Los Angeles
Times, despite maintaining profits,
Ogden has been under pressure
from shareholders who have
wanted the company to split in
order to increase its value.

“At this time, we feel it is in
the best interest of our employees,
customers and shareholders to
take the necessary steps to sepa-
rate the businesses,” Ablon said
in a March 11th statement.

Ogden plans to finalize its move
by midsummer. It has retained
Goldman, Sachs & Co. to oversee
the company’s progress.

In other Ogden news, the com-
pany is making vast preparations
for the upcoming summer season.

It has acquired Wet ‘n Wild Inc.,
the world’s leading water park
company, from Universal Studios.
The deal did not include Wet ‘n
Wild Orlando, the country’s busi-
est water park, which remains with
Universal Studios.

AP Photo

Rock AND RoLL HALL OF FAME inductee

Billy Joel hugs presenter Ray Charles.
“I'm from Levittown [Long Island].
This isn't supposed to happen to me,”
said Joel.

Rock And Roll
Hall Of Fame

RIF;BEL HEROES FROM THE
aby boomer generation -
Paul McCartney, Bruce
Springsteen and Billy Joel - stole
the spotlight March 15th when
they were inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame. Their live
performances brought down the
house, and each paid moving
tributes to their inspirations -
McCartney to his late wife Linda,
Springsteen to his late father and
Joel to legendary R&B artists.

The icons were among 10
inductees at the 14th annual event
held at New York’s Waldorf-Astoria
Hotel. The Staple Singers, Beatles’
producer George Martin and
Charles Brown were also inducted.
Posthumous inductees included
Dusty Springfield, Del Shannon,
Curtis Mayfield and Bob Wills.

For the first time in a decade,
Springsteen and his E Street band
reunited on stage. The precursor
to their upcoming reunion tour
was one of many star-studded
performances. McCartney,
Springsteen and Joel jammed for
more than 30 minutes with Eric
Clapton, Bonnie Raitt, Lauryn
Hill, Wilson Pickett and Bono.
McCartney led his peers in the
finale, “Let It Be.”

Tony Orlando Puts
On His Road Legs
NY ORLANDO IS STEPPING
out of the Branson market

and taking his show across
the country.

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

Since his falling out with Wayne
Newton at the Talk of the T.O.W.N.
theatre last December, Orlando
has been faced with creating a new
show at another venue for this
year. Instead, the seasoned enter-
tainer has opted to hit the road.

Among the plans for Orlando
during the coming months, the
performer will hit Broadway for
a nearly two-week stint in the

ong-running musical “Smokey
Joe’s Café.”

“He’s taken kind of a left turn
and resumed his career outside
of Branson,” said agent Rob Heller
of William Morris in Beverly Hills.
Heller said Orlando has upcoming
dates in Las Vegas, Atlantic City
and other gaming markets, as well
as fair dates and special events
during the summer.

“I'm very pleased with the
response;” Heller said. “He’s
played to hundreds and thousands
of people in Branson all these

years from all over the country.
So, it’s not surprising that there’s
a very warm reception for him
in cities where he’s not played for
quite a number of years.”

Newton barred Orlando from
performing at the Branson venue
after Orlando said he found a
recording device in a conference
room where he was conducting
a staff meeting. Police questioned
Newton, who denied any wrong-
doing, and concluded that no
crime had been committed.

But Orlando was left without
a venue to call home.

“There was just no time” to stay
in Branson this year, Orlando said,
noting the majority of tourists
arrive in packaged bus tours which
are booked months in advance.

“With the marketing situation
what it is, the buses and all, I said
if I can’t do it up right, then let’s
not even go about it at all,” he said.
“Let’s just wait for 2000.”
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Folxs IN Bioxi, Miss., line up March 15th to be the
first to check out Mirage Resorts’ $680 million Beau
Rivage casino resort. With 1,780 rooms, it’s the largest
casino-hotel in the U.S. outside of Nevada. On the live
entertainment front, the property will make good use of
its 1,800-capacity Magnolia Ballroom, Coast Brewing
Company, Maggie’s Lounge and the Baccarat Bar. So far,
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concerns after more
than three dozen
people were injured at
a KORN/Rob Zombie
concert.

Before the Febru-
ary 27th concert
ended, 33 fans and
several police and
security personnel
were treated for
minor injuries; six
fans were taken to
hospitals for injuries
such as a broken jaw
and a broken wrist;
at least 100 fans were
ejected; and a near-
riot erupted before
the show began,

acts including Harry Connick Jr., Vince Gill, Donna
Summer, Little River Band and Three Dog Night are
scheduled to play. The resort also has a 1,550-seat
showroom which will be a permanent home to a Cirque

du Soleil company starting in May.

Orlando may return to Branson
by the fall to perform his annual
veterans’ tribute show, Heller said.
Until then, fans will have a chance
to see the singer on the road.

Tense Night At Tingley

STATE FAIR OFFICIALS AT
Albuquerque, N.M’s Tingley
Coliseum are battling with safety

reported the
Albuquerque Journal.
State Fair Commis-
sion Chairman
Tom Tinnin told
POLLSTAR that he
intends to prevent similar situa-
tions from occurring by doing
research - before booking or
refusing to book certain rock
bands - to determine what prob-
lems other venues have had with
the groups. Tinnin said the infor-
mation would allow him “to see
if we can handle it or if we can’t”
Although the majority of the
9,000-strong crowd was reportedly

Associated Booking Corp /Oscar Cohen, President
1995 Broadway, New York, NY 10023 / (212)874-2400/ Fax(212)769-3649 Awww.abcbooking.com
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teenagers, alcoholic beverages
were sold at the venue. “We're
taking the alcohol issue on a case-
by-case basis,” Tinnin said. “We
don’t want to - carte blanche -
cut off all alcohol we sell.” He also
said many fans, some of whom
arrived up to five and a half hours
before the concert, were intoxi-
cated before entering the coliseum.

Mosh pits are also among the
commission’s safety concerns.
Tinnin believes they lead to
injuries and is considering elimi-
nating them.

He also listed the band’s lateness
- one and a half hours reportedly
due to an equipment truck break-
down - as a possible reason for the
crowd’s rowdiness.

Joe Louis Evacuation

'ORKERS REPAIRING

fire-damaged areas at Cobo
Hall in Detroit discovered the
possibility of airborne asbestos
contamination, forcing the evacua-
tion of nearly 2,000 people attend-
ing a wrestling tournament at
the adjacent Joe Louis Arena, the
Detroit Free Press reported.

The March 11th incident
resulted in the relocation of
numerous spectators, coaches and
wrestlers. Tests conducted to find
traces of the cancer-causing agent
showed the arena was safe.

According to the paper, repair
crews, who were working on the
loading dock damaged by the
venue’s March 4th blaze, noticed
melted adhesives behind loose
wall panels. Traces of asbestos
were reportedly found, triggering
the evacuation.

“We felt it better to evacuate
with a lack of information and
be safe,” Civic Center Department
Director Lou Pavledes told the
paper. “We weren’t certain what
we were dealing with and until
we had an idea, we didn’t want to
take a risk.”

Joe Louis Arena was hosting
the Michigan High School Athletic

AP Photo / The Detroit News

A CROWD ATTENDING a high school
wrestling tournament lingers outside of
Detroit’s Joe Louis Arena March 11th
after the venue was evacuated for
possible airborne asbestos contamina-
tion. Test results later showed the air
quality in the arena was safe.

wrestling tournament, which
continued through the weekend
without any complications.

Red Rocks
Renovation Review

IN RESPONSE TO THE RECENT
ruling against box seats and
company signage at Denver’s Red
Rocks Amphitheatre, a statement
has been issued by the city’s
theatres and arenas division
denouncing any notions that the
historic venue is selling out.

“There was a great deal of
misinformation circulating sug-
gesting that we were selling out to
corporate America,” the division’s
director, Ron Bernstein, said in
the statement.

“Please understand that what
we were proposing to pay for the
preservation and enhancement
of this historic site with respect to
box seats and sponsorship would
not have changed the ambiance of
the venue in any way.”

The statement follows recent
announcements of a $22 million
renovation project for Red Rocks.
As funding for the project is
scarce, officials at the venue were



/ + ) THOMAS ‘&/MACK/
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THE THOMAS & MACK CENTER and Caesars Palace in Las Vegas will launch New Year’s
Eve festivities a bit early with a December 30th performance by Elton Jehn aud

Tina Turner. The team that put the deal together is (L-R) Howard Rose of the
Howard Rose Agency, Linda Crane of Caesars World Entertainment, venuy director
Pat Christenson, Carele Kinzel of Creative Artists Agency, arena exec Daren
Libonati and Turner manager Roger Davies.

counting on revenue generated
through box seating and advertise-
ments, which would have raised at
least $8 million.

However, those plans met fierce
opposition by community mem-
bers earlier this month, resulting
in a vote against constructing box
seats and displaying advertisements.
Now, the lack of funding has stalled
the much-needed renovation.

“Red Rocks served the public
and the tenants well in the past,
but we are finding that we must
move forward now to make funda-
mental repairs to preserve what we
have,” Bernstein stated. “Erosion
issues have also played a big part
in the urgency of our efforts.”

For undetermined reasons,
some areas of the amphitheatre’s
floor have shifted up to three-
quarters of an inch over the last
six months. An engineering study
was expected to be completed last
week; however, those results were
still pending.

In addition to erosion concerns,
the amphitheatre is facing numer-
ous other infrastructure worries,
including lighting and plumbing,
that intensify the venue’s drive to
secure funding.

“We are finding that these nega-
tives are starting to erode the very
experience we are all trying to
protect,” Bernstein said.

The statement stressed the city’s
efforts to “preserve the integrity of
the park while working diligently
to find creative and sound meth-
ods to fund enhancement, restora-
tion and maintenance programs.’

“Red Rocks is not for sale,”
Bernstein said. “We hope people
will trust that our plan will only
serve to ensure that this park
and amphitheatre will have its
place firmly planted into the
next century...”

FCC Scrutinizes Radio
Pay For Play

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICA-
tions Commission is report-
edly investigating various radio
station conglomerates that may
have violated payola laws.
According to the Los Angeles
Times, Cumulus Broadcasting,
Chancellor Media and Emmis
Communications have endured
FCC scrutiny following a handful
of deals, reported by the paper,
in which the companies accepted

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

money that could have affected
which songs received airplay.

Although each company denies
any illegal activity, the Times cited
several examples of deals that got
the FCC'’s attention.

Cumulus reportedly received
$1 million to allow a consultant
the exclusive right to market songs
to the company’s execs, possibly
influencing airplay. Under the
deal, the paper said, the money
did not guarantee airplay of a
song, it just allowed access to top
company officials.

The paper also noted a $237,000
deal between Chancellor and
A&M Records that may have had
a “significant effect” on the airplay
of a Bryan Adams tune.

The agreement called for
Adams to perform for free at four
Chancellor station sponsored
concerts. Citing a report from
Broadcast Data Systems, the Times
reported that the stations where

Adams was scheduled to perform
continued to play the single long
after other stations had stopped.

The article mentioned that
those specific Chancellor stations
also dropped the single following
the radio show gigs.

Emmis is being reviewed by the
FCC for a promotional deal that
guaranteed airplay of songs for
$3,500, the Times said. Following
the initial publication of the deal
in a Times article, Emmis Chair-
man Jeff Smulyan dropped the
campaign, saying the deal “led to
too much confusion.”

Judge Fines
Shandling’s Lawyers
GARY SHANDLING'S LAWYERS
were fined $4,500 March
10th for asking witnesses ques-
tions unrelated to his lawsuit
against former manager Brad Grey.
A Los Angeles judge imposed the

alpha artists management
177 Woodland Ave.
Westwood,
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The Rolling Stones
Billy Joel

Black Sabbath

Phish

Neil Diamond

Dave Matthews Band
Shania Twain

KISS

Depeche Mode
Aerosmith
Mannheim Steamroller
Amy Grant “Christmas Tour”
Alanis Morissette
The Tragically Hip
Barenaked Ladies
Vince Gill

Bob Dylan

Alabama

‘N Sync

dc Talk

Marilyn Manson
Natalie Merchant
Tori Amos

Motley Crue
Journey

“Sno-Core Tour”

The Black Crowes
Brian Setzer Orchestra
Chris Isaak

Third Eye Blind
Garbage

Jonny Lang

Sugar Ray / Everlast
Goo Goo Dolls

The Offspring
Deftones

Kenny Wayne Shepherd
Point Of Grace
Buddy Guy

Cake

“Cry, Cry, Cry Tour”
Sevendust

moe.

The Afghan Whigs
Reel Big Fish

Fuel

Better Than Ezra
Suicidal Tendencies
Cowboy Mouth
MxPx

The Next Adventure

QBQ Entertainment

Creative Artists Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Gallin-Morey Assoc./Sal Bonafede
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
William Morris Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Entourage Talent Associates
Little Big Man Booking
William Morris Agency
Creative Artists Agency

Dale Morris & Associates
Renaissance Entertainment
Creative Artists Agency
Artists & Audience Entertainment
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency

QBQ Entertainment

Artists & Audience Entertainment
ARTISTdirect

Agency For The Performing Arts
William Morris Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Monterey International
Pinnacle Entertainment
William Morris Agency

Leave Home Booking
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
William Morris Agency
Monterey International
Absolute Artists

Fleming, Tamulevich & Assoc.
The Agency Group Ltd.
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Creative Artists Agency

The Agency Group Ltd.
Renaissance Entertainment
Bandwagon Touring Artists
Mustang Booking

Monterey Peninsula Artists
Bandwagon Touring Artists

The Concert Pulse ranks each artist by ther average boxoffice gross per city and is based on data reported within the last three months.
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Obituaries

Blues musician Lowell Fulson, 77, died March 7th of kidney disease, diabetes
and congestive heart failure at a hospital in Long Beach, Calif. He helped
launch the careers of Ray Charles and B.B. King, and his songs were recorded
by Elvis Presley, Otis Redding and Eric Clapton. The Tulsa, Okla,, native was

inducted into the Blues Hall of Fame in 1993.

Master violinist Yehudi Menuhin died March 12th of heart failure in a Berlin
hospital, where he was admitted for pneumonia. Menuhin, 82, was in Germany
to conduct the Warsaw Symphony Orchestra. The former prodigy debuted

at age 7 in San Francisco. By 13, he had won accolades in Berlin, Paris and
London. As an adult, the New York native gave a series of concerts in Moscow,
thereby promoting cultural exchanges between Russia and the U.S. He was
awarded the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding in 1970.

fine after Shandling’s attorney
asked an employee of Grey’s
company, Brillstein-Grey Enter-
tainment, about how it handles
“Politically Incorrect” with its
client Bill Maher.

The questions posed showed
“an intent to harass,” said Supe-
rior Court Judge Ralph W. Dau.
They were aimed at Mark Gurvitz
of Brillstein-Grey during a
discovery motion.

Shandling’s lawsuit charges
his former friend of 20 years with
cutting more than $200 million
in deals with ABC, MCA and
Columbia Pictures and not
sharing the money with the
comedian. Grey’s role as manager
and producer are at issue.

Shandling attorney Larry
Silverman said the questions were
necessary to demonstrate the
built-in contflicts of interest when
personal managers act as produc-
ers. He said they sought to
examine the similarities in the
Gurvitz-Maher relationship.

Gurvitz was also questioned
about other clients he had worked

with, including Chris Rock and
Cher, reported the Los Angeles Tiries.
The lawsuit, filed last year, seeks
more than $100 million in dam-
ages. Grey countersued for $10

million, and trial begins June 30th.

South African Charity
Defrauds Paul Simon

FORMER PROMINENT AFRICAN
National Congress official
Allan Boesak was convicted last
week of defrauding Paul Simon
of money donated to Boesak’s
charity. He still faces scores of
other charges.

Boesak was accused of taking
more than $300,000 from the
Foundation for Peace and Justice
charity he headed. Donations
came from Simon, the Coca-Cola
Foundation, Scandinavian agen-
cies and others.

Though the case has seen many
strange twists and turns, the judge
axed a bid by detense lawyers to
have it dismissed.

The prosecution’s star witness,
Boesak’s ex-bookkeeper Freddie

3 1
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Steenkamp, re-
tracted statements
implicating his
former boss.
Steenkamp,
already serving
six years in jail for
embezzlement,
confessed he had
lied because of a
grudge against
Boesak.

The judge did
drop five charges
but ruled there
was enough
evidence for a trial
1o continue on 27
remaining charges.

Despite the one conviction,
defense lawyers argue Boesak is
innocent of any wrongdoing.

New Meadowlands
Arena Proposal

l N A STRATEGIC MOVE TO KEEP
two of its major-league sports
teams from moving, Meadowlands’
ofticials proposed a privately
financed $212 million arena for
basketball and hockey.

The March 16th proposal also
calls for a privately financed $165
million sports-themed entertain-
ment, dining and retail venue to
replace the existing East Ruther-
ford homes of the New Jersey Nets
and the New Jersey Devils, which
would be demolished.

The announcement comes on
the heels of the teams’ plans for
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ARCHITECT RON TURNER dliscusses (/e Meadowlands’

proposal for a new arena at a news conference March 16th.
The nearly $400 million project was subniitted in lope of
persuading the New Jersey Nets and New Jersey Devils to
remain at the East Rutherford venue complex.

new arenas in different cities - the
Nets in Newark and the Devils
in Hoboken.

The Meadowlands’ nearly $400
million project lacks financial
backing. The teams have been
offered a cut of the profits in
return for becoming investors,
but they haven’t responded.

Gov. Christie Whitman’s goal is
10 keep all the state’s professional
teams in New Jersey. Currently,
all are based at the Meadowlands
complex: the Giants, Jets, Devils,
Nets and MetroStars.

If the two teams depart, the
Meadowlands would forego the
proposed arena but still raze the
existing arena and build the
sports-themed venue, said Dennis
Robinson, president of the New
Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority, which operates
the complex. &«
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SCENES FROM f THE CONCERT INDUSTRY AWARDS PARTY

TN TRIO IN BLACK: artist manager Brigette Barr of Canopy

AUSTRALIAN PROMOTER Michael Chugg of SIRE RECORDS® Lisette Riaux says hi to Eswiainment, Cellar Door’s Brian O’Connell and Jodi
Frontier Touring catches up with FBI agent Michael Lee of Rising Tide Productions during Goodman of Don Law Company.
Ian Copeland at the Concert Industry Awards the party at UCLA’s Royce Hall.

Party February 13"

STAFF PrO’s

Hugh Kollar (L)

and Cory Meredith (R)
flank Universal Concerts’
John Van Zeebroeck

as they congratudate him
on Universal’s multiple
Concert Industry
Awards wins.

PROMOTER PAM MOORE of One Moore Production gives a heartfelt congrats
to Tom Ross and wife Sydney after the now “retired” agent won both Agent Of
The Year and the Master’s Award,

EVENT MANAGEMENT PROS Steve Macfadyen of RADIO CrTY ENTERTAINMENT'S Laurie Jacoby gets RALPH JAMES, who runs The Agency Group
SM Productions and Jeff Apregan of Apregan the scoop on the Indiana market from Sunshine office in Canada, visits with the boss
Entertainment compare production notes during Promotions’ Anne O’Toole. London-based chief Neil Warnock.

the awards party.



EN] ‘THE CONCERT INDUSTRY AWARDS PARTY

TAKING IN the Concert Industry Awards party are

NEDERLANDER’S Susan Rosenbluth with Ed Dorsey and

Red Ryder Agency's Erik Selz; Colunbia Records ; : Jim Foss of the Bakersfield Convention Center and the
Liana Hush; and Chris Goldsmith and Tom PARADISE PRODUCTIONS® Leon Bass and Arrowhead Pond of Anaheim’s Mike O’Donnell.
Chauncey of the Rosebud Agency. Bart Loeb take a break from the post-awards

schmooze.

TALENT BUYER OF THE YEAR award winner Melissa Miller of Universal

Concerts is congratulated by the Wiltern Theatre’s Rena Wasserman and

Michelle Barber as well as Doug Warrick of the Concord Pavilion. DISCUSSING SUMMER TOURING plasis are Susan Bank of Silent Partner Mgimnt.,
Heidi Kelso of the H.O.R.D.E. Corp., Zombie-like artist manager Andy Gould
and Lollapalooza’s Stuart Ross.

EVENTBOOKING.COM’s Steve Ballenger and
John Platillero discuss the Internet over a

drink with Edgar Neiss (center) of the Fox
*‘Is THAT REALY™ Cash Landy of Cashi Landy Pro FESTIVAL MARKETING'S Joe Killian and Liam Lynch hang Theatre in Atlanta.

Sales asks Katharine King of Kramer, Heller & King out with Alexis Alexiades of MB Management.

and the City of Denver’s Frankie Hood, who 1s

holding the award presented to Red Rocks

Amphitheatre.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

EUROPEAN NEWS

Reported by Camilla Phelps
0956.113.562 Fax 171.359.1131
E-mail: camilla@pollstar.com

United Kingdom: CaLLS FOR THE
reformation of the European
Concert Promoters Association
were just one of the results of last
weekend’s International Live Music
Conference in London. Harvey
Goldsmith used the 500-strong
gathering to propose the rebirth

of the ECPA and take advantage

of the opportunity for European
Parliament funding.

The Brussels factor coutd be
the catalyst needed to kick-start
the ECPA, which fell apart two years
ago due to lack of support and
coordination.

Goldsmith explained that with
seven member countries, the ECPA
would qualify for a grant from the
European Music Office of up to
£250,000. This would allow for
the hiring of a paid administrator
and would enable the ECPA to
become an official voice for the live
entertainment industry.

“We should lobby for our share
of the £20-30 million the EMO has
available; let’s not let the copyright
societies get the money. The EMO
has this fund, and this is an opportu-
nity to get involved in it,” he said.

The idea was approved at the
meeting of the British Concert
Promoters Association prior to the
ILMC, and at the end of the week-
end, Goldsmith said the response

“‘l
Never Been

Box Office Figures

from European promoters had been
very posilive.

Thel1th ILMC was as successful
as ever in attracting most of the key
players in the international enter-
tainment business, but there was a
distinct absence of record-company
representation.

Scrutinized aspects of the busi-
ness included festival budgets, the
broadening horizons of live enter-
tainment, the ingredients for a per-
fect venue and what the implications
are for an increasingly corporate
industry. A detailed report on the
weekend’s activities will follow in the
coming weeks.

* WEMBLEY SHAREHOLDERS
settled the question about the future
ownership of the stadium by reject-
ing the bid from entertainment giant
SFX. At a general board meeting on
March 11, the board finally agreed
to sell the stadium to the English
National Stadium Development
Company for £103 million.

The sale means the stadium will
close at the end of August 2000 and
will be redeveloped in time for the
2006 World Cup tournament.

SFX had made a tentative
proposal to buy Wembley plc,
the parent company of the stadium,
for £250 million in a deal which
would have included the sale of all
the venues in the complex plus the
other assets of the company.

Three rebel non-executive direc-
tors backing this deal argued that
selling to SFX would raise more
money for shareholders. However,

Fax your results
to POLLSTAR UK:
171-359-1131

Call 171-359-1110
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POLLSTAR UK
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they were outvoted at
the meeting, as pres-
sure mounted when
the Football Associa-
tion said that any
further deliberation
would delay plans to
rebuild the stadium,
which is a key part
of the bid to host the
2006 World Cup.

The news means
this summer will not
be the last concert
season for Wembley
Stadium. The twin
towers will live to see
the summer of 2000,
and the stadium
will close at the end
of August 2000.
Wembley management has said there
will be a major event to mark the
official closure.

Appraising the situation, industry
sources say the last-minute SFX bid
was thrown onto the table to stir up
publicity. Insiders say a formal bid
was never actually made and the
threat to the ENSDC deal was blown
out of proportion. By bidding for
such a famous British landmark,
SEX hit the headlines and dramati-
cally raised its profile in the U.K.

This suggests that the company
is poised for future European expan-
sion. As things stand, rumours are
rife within the concert industry that
SFX is on the verge of buying at least
one major U.K. promoter and one
major agency. While some promoters
have admitted receiving inquiries
from SFX, no one has contirmed
details of any deals.

AP Photo

+ COMPETITION FOR THAT ALL
important piece of festival pie heated
up as the V99 festivals went on sale
March 17. The question mark over
the V99 northern site has been
resolved with the announcement

of Weston Park in Staffordshire as
the new location. Steering the debate
away from the fact that the Hylands
Park site in Leeds was lost to the
Mean Fiddler Organisation, the
Roseclaim/Maztec partnership
(SJM, MCD, DFC and Metropolis)

is cleverly promoting the benefits of
being in Staffordshire and the greater
comfort level of the site.

Weston Park is both more acces-
sible to other areas of the UK., open-
ing the festival up to new audiences,
and flatter than Hylands Park. Rob

MOURNERS LINE THE STREET as a orse-drawn carriage
carrying the body of Dusty Springfield slowly makes its
way to St. Mary’s Church iu Henley-on-Thanies, England.
The funeral was held March 12,

Ballantine, the V99 festival director
for Weston Park said, “This is the
third site for the northern leg of

the festival and it’s by far the best.
It’s great to think everyone will be
camped and parked within the walls
of a 1,000-acre stately home without
the long uphill walks they faced

at Leeds. ’'m sure when Capability’
Brown designed these grounds this
is the sort of weekend he had in
mind for young people to enjoy
themselves.”

Although there are no details
of a five-year contract for the site,

a V99 spokesperson said that the
organisers want to use Weston Park
for future editions of the festival.
Although technically a greentield site
- albeit a classically landscaped one
- Weston Park holds many events,
from the G8 Summit last year to
classical concerts and steam fairs,
but V99 will be the first major rock
festival in the grounds.

The twin-site event, taking place
August 21-22, has announced the
Manic Street Preachers, Suede, Mas-
sive Attack, Happy Mondays and The
Beautiful South, plus The Cardigans,
Cast, Faithless, Gomez, Levellers and
Shed 7 so far.

* THE SUMMER OPEN-AIR SEASON
is approaching, but already on sale
last week was a winter season of
opera at Wembley Arena. The classic
open air opera event of the Italian
summer will transfer to more
intimate urban surroundings when
the Arena di Verona brings three

of its major productions to the arena
this November.



Wembley will be transformed
into an opera venue for 11 nights
(November 11-21) when “Aida”,
“Nabucco” and “Madame Butterfly”
will be performed as part of the a
celebration of Italian culture in
London. The last major arena-sized
opera production in the U.K. was
Aida at Earls Court, which was an
English production. This time,
Harvey Goldsmith Entertainments
and Opera Coproductions are
bringing the Arena di Verona cast
under the direction of Giuseppe
Raffa and will be using rock and
roll production technology to create
an environment more suited to
opera fans.

Goldsmith said, “We will be
taking a large space not normally
conducive to opera and creating a
space that is” With the Covent
Garden opera house still closed, it is
a timely opportunity to attract opera
fans to another large scale event. The
first day on sale saw 500 tickets sold.

* THE ELVIS COPYRIGHT DEBATE
was brought to a final conclusion last
week when the High Court upheld a
ruling giving entrepreneur Sid Shaw
the right to use the Presley name

on souvenirs.

The appeals court upheld the
judgement that there is no copyright
in a name. The judge, however, did
comment that the ruling does not
“give a green light to extravagant
claims based on any unauthorised
use of a celebrity’s name.” He also
said, “There should be no assump-
tion that only a celebrity or his
successor may ever market or license
the marketing of his own character.
Monopolies should not be so
readily created.”

Shaw was taken to court by Elvis
Presley Enterprises for creating
unlicensed souvenirs to sell at his
Elvisly Yours shop. Shaw commented,
“I've proved that Elvis belongs to all
of us. They tried to put me out of
business, and they haven’t succeeded.
P'm still here”

Germany: KrLaus BOENISCH MOVES
into the spring/summer season with
shows by legendary German rock
act Bap, Nik Kershaw, the return of
last year’s successful Tito & Tarantula
shows, Marius Muller Westerhagen,
Deep Purple, the Harlem
Globetrotters and the Wiener
Philharmonic.On sale for later

in the year are 15 arena dates with

Chris de Burgh and a Herbert
Groenemeyer concert at the
Olympiahalle.

* AT IBD, EUROPEAN DATES ARE
being booked for May/June tours

by Firewater and The Pharyce.
Touring this month is Diamanda
Galas, Pan Sonic and King’s X. Tours
coming up in the April/May period
include the Legendary Pink Dots,
Wayne Kramer, the Hard Ons, Audio
Active, Lydia Lunch and Silverbullitt.

Norway: IN A MOVE THAT FURTHER
boosts the EMA Telstar monopoly
in Scandinavia, the concert business
in Norway has consolidated with the
merger of Motor and Gunnar Eide
Concerts. A longtime partner

of Motor’s parent company, EMA
Telstar, Gunnar Eide is the major
promoter in Norway.

Motor set up its Oslo office two
years ago and has developed into a
significant player in terms of build-
ing new talent and promoting
international artists, such as Bjork,
No Doubt, Manic Street Preachers,
Marilyn Manson and others. The
two companies have collaborated
on certain projects, and the move is,
in many ways, a natural progression.

Motor’s Petri Lunden told
POLLSTAR, “Even when we were
competitors, we used to be on the
phone to each other every day”

Rune Lem at Gunnar Eide said,
“Motor’s credible artist roster will
definitely add a new dimension to
our work. It’s a welcome challenge.”
Thorgeir Gullaksen, who previously
worked as a booker at Talent Farm,
will handle the Motor roster at
Gunnar Eide Concerts.

Poland: Jem LiNsEYy AT AMC

is developing a new festival project
in central Poland. Linsey said he

has secured a large site, which is
very picturesque and has a lot of
potential to serve as a venue for a big
summer festival.

Although AMC has worked on
the Sopot Festival in Warsaw for
marny years, Linsey said there were
always limitations in terms of the
location and the restrictions of city
curfews. And geographically, people
in the south of the country would
not travel so far to see a festival.

With the new lakeside site, the
owners of the land are keen to
develop it and hold a major event
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there. It is easily accessible from all
over the country, and Linsey said that
if he can secure the right acts, he may
launch with a small-scale festival this
year to test the water.

Spain: CARLOS ASMARATS AT
Encore is working on two festivals
this summer. He is finalising the bill
for Festimad, which has moved from
is usual slot in May to the weekend
of July 15-16, and he has also put
together the first Eurometal festival;
tickets went on sale last week. Taking
place on May 22 at the Leganes la
Cubierta bullring, Eurometal will
feature Blind Guardian; Stratovarius;
Gamma Ray; Angra; Hammerfall;
and two Spanish rock acts, Brutal
Thing and Tea.

Greece: Mimis HELMIS AT NEO
Revma is setting up a new event
this year designed to caterto a
developing niche market. Helmis
told POLLSTAR, “Lots of older,
30-something fans are moving away
from rock music to classical, jazz a
nd world music, and this is not really
catered to.”

He commented that in the
neighbouring territory of Turkey,
there has been a jazz festival in
Istanbul for 13 years, but never one
in Greece. As a foretaste, Helmis has
a three-day concert series May 7-9
at the lera Odos club in Athens, for
which he has confirmed Pharoah
Sanders and Dee Dee Bridgewater.
Later in the year, he hopes to put
together a jazz event on a bigger
scale in Piraeus.

CANADIAN NEWS

Reported by Karen Bliss
416.944.0930 Fax 416.944.0930

E-mail: karen@pollstar.com

+ CANADIAN Music WEEK ‘99 WAS
“the best yet in terms of attendance,”
said CMW president Neill Dixon,
who puts the number at about 1,500
paid delegates, a 3- to 5-percent
increase over last year.

The conference, held in Toronto
in early March, is unlike any other
conference, particularly in the
United States, Dixon said. “[The
U.S.] has conferences that are
specific to one area of the business.
Canada is obviously not big enough
to support niche conferences, so
we have one conference that is all
things to all people by providing a
dedicated stream of panels to do
that. So you have to put on a confer-
ence within a conference.

For the first time in CMW’s five-
year history, Dixon partnered with
the Facility Managers Conference
and coordinated with that organiza-
tion to host its event this year.

The resulting partnership brought

in an additional 80 delegates to the
conference, “which is a lot for us,” he
added. Sixteen of the 90 panels were
dedicated to the live music industry.

While the Canadian Facility Man-
agers Conference traditionally
chooses a new hosting city each year,
Dixon said CMW will continue the
facility management stream as part
of the conference, so that live music
presenters and facility managers will
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be a permanent part of Canadian
Music Week.

“(CMW) was viewed as a radio
records conference. It wasn’t really
considered to deal with the live
music industry,” he said. “In the
future, you will see that area
expanded upon.”

There is now a permanent com-
mittee in place with facility manage-
ment, promoters and agents to guide
CMW 2000. SFX Entertainment
chairman Robert Sillerman’s keynote
address at the OAB/BES Presidents’
Awards luncheon was the direct
result of conferring with the facility
managers and promoters, said
Dixon. “The programming came
from their side. He was the No.1
speaker on their list. That’s why we
chased him.”

+ THE BATTLE OVER OWNERSHIP
of Ottawa’s 500-capacity Bank St.
nightclub has reached a resolution.
Randy Lanctot, who co-owns the
500-capacity Barrymore’s with
Eugene Haslam, bought out
Haslam’s share of Bank St. to
become full owner.

Lanctot is still in negotiations
for the 225-capacity Zaphod
Beeblebrox, of which he currently
owns 56 percent to Haslam’s 44
percent. According to an Ottawa
Sun report, in December, Haslam
claimed Lanctot misused funds and
denied him full access to the books.
Lanctot denied the charges and
retorted that Haslam has misman-
aged Barrymore’s to the point
where “it has never achieved
financial success.”

* TORONTO-BASED THEATRE
company Livent, whose Broadway
productions have amassed 18 Tony
awards, won two recent rulings
after creditors filed suits seeking
immediate payment.

On March 3, the U.S. bankruptcy
court denied a motion for payment
in the amount of $544,000 by
“Ragtime” author E.L. Doctorow,
four lyricists and the director, who
adapted the novel for stage, predat-
ing Livent’s securing bankruptcy
protection last November. A similar
ruling was made March 2, shielding
it from having to immediately pay
the composers of music used in its
current production of “Fosse.”

Meanwhile, Livent’s search for
a buyer of its assets continues. New
York-based Cablevision Systems
Corp is said to be at the fore.

* THINK SMALL. THAT WOULD HAVE
been the chief advice at Canadian
Music Week’s POLLSTAR-sponsored
panel “Real Advice From Real
Agents!” to the Canadian artists,
managers and agents in attendance.
With only a10th of the population of
the U.S. but with as much ground to
cover, it was recommended that art-
ists don’t attempt to tackle Canada
all at once. Instead, the suggestion
was to play a dozen dates to start and
work those initial markets, increas-
ing the venue size each time and
adding a date or two.

In the U.S., one should follow the
same tactic, according to panelists’
advice. For example, Marty
Diamond of New York-based Little
Big Man - who partnered with S.L.
Feldman because the agency wasn’t
seeing an upside of Canadian acts
breaking in the States - recom-
mended that they “nurture border
markets.” That was his initial
campaign for Toronto-based pop
darlings Sloan. Now, Diamond
reports, the band is doing “80 to 90
percent business beyond the border
markers, and we don’t even have
a record out.”

Diamond also revealed that this
summer’s Lilith Fair will be the final
version of the Sarah McLachlan-led
female fest for North America.

* OGDEN ENTERTAINMENT HAS
entered into a 15-year agreement
with Victoria Sports / Entertain-
ment Associates to manage the
as-yet-to-be-built Pacific Coast Net
Place in Victoria, British Columbia.
The 12,500-capacity venue and
2,000-capacity recreational arena
will replace the 6,000-seat Victoria
Memorial Arena.

Reported by Winnie Chung
852.9020.0873 Fax 852.2911.0402
E-mail: winnie@pollstar.com

* IN COMMEMORATION OF HoNG
Kong’s Anti-Piracy Day on March
17, all 73 local cinemas closed
their doors to protest the region’s
rampant piracy problem. Estimates
place losses at HK$2 million
(US$258,400). Some record compa-
nies and production houses also
ceased operations for part of the day.
The people behind the event, the
Anti-Piracy Alliance, organised a
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march to Hong Kong’s
central government
offices to implore chief
executive Tung Chee Wah
to enforce stricter copy-
right infringement laws.
Box-office takings for
local films were at a
nine-year low this year, at
HK$400 million (US$51.7
million). The local music
industry is also down
with HK$800 million
(US$103.4 million) in
sales, the lowest recorded
in years. Meanwhile, in a
recent raid on 70 shops, customs
officers seized VCDs and CDs worth
HK$5.3 million (US$684,760).

+ ASIAN VIDEO MUSIC NETWORK
Channel [V] claims to have boosted
its regional distribution to 146
million households. The 24-hour
satellite service reaches about 40
million households; the remaining
households are accessed via terres-
trial broadcasts and syndication
sales. China is the network’s stron-
gest market with 21 million house-
holds, followed by India with 10
million and Taiwan with 4.3 million.

With the new distribution figures,
Channel [V] surpasses regional rival
MTYV Asia, which reaches some 100
million households.

In other Channel [V] news, the
network will relaunch their South-
east Asian service April 5. The new
service will focus on localised
segments for Malaysia, Japan, Philip-
pines and the United Arab Emirates.

* AN ELDERLY COUPLE IN TAIWAN
is taking on, amongst others, Sony
Music Entertainment, EMI USA
and European pop group Enigma.
The pair, Kuo Ying-Nan and Kuo
Hsin-Chu, allege their original
composition, “Jubilant Drinking
Song,” was used without permission
in Enigma’s worldwide hit “Return
To Innocence.”

The song topped the international
charts for 32 weeks and was used as
the 1996 summer Olympics theme
song. The Kuos have named 20

defendants in their recently filed suit.

They allege the initial unauthorised
use came with the inclusion of

the song on an album released by
the Chinese Folk Art Foundation.

It eventually made it onto Enigma’s
1994 album, Cross of Changes.

THE TRAGICALLY HIP gave Toronto’s Air Canada
Centre reason to celebrate when it played for a
sold-out crowd of 16,567 during the venue's first-ever
concert, The two-night stand, beginning February
22, grossed $654,913. L-R: band member Rob Baker,
manager Jake Gold, the band's Gord Downie,

Air Canada Centre GM Brad Parsons, agent Wayne
Forte of Entourage Talent, and the band’s Gord
Sinclair and Paul Langlois.

* TALKS ARE UNDER WAY FOR

a new Disneyland in Asia with Hong
Kong as a strong contender. Walt
Disney executives are expected to
make a decision by June. If in Hong
Kong, the theme park will be housed
on an outlying island. Hong Kong
officials hope the amusement park
will give Hong Kong - reeling from
unemployment, a weakened real-
estate market and a drop in tourism
- a much-needed economic boost.
Also in the running is Shanghai.

* KAHLUA IS TRYING TO TURN
itself into the drink of choice for
young adults in Asia by sponsoring
MTV'’s “Party Zone.” The recent
deal with m.net, a cable channel that
carries MTV programming blocks,
has Kahlua on South Korean televi-
sion for the first time. The “party
drink” already sponsors the dance-
music show on MTV Southeast Asia
and MTV Mandarin.

AUSTRALIAN NEWS

Reported by Bryan Jones
Fax 613.9499.7786
E-mail: bryan@pollstar.com

* DANCE-POP SINGER GINA G

has won almost $350,000 from her
former record company, U.K’s FX
Music, for unpaid royalties from
her hit song “Ooh Aah...Just A Little
Bit.” The legal hassles stopped the
career of the 28-year-old (real name
Gina Gardiner) for two years, and
she can now record again. Last year,
Warner Music dumped her after
subsequent singles failed to chart.

* WHEN THE BEE GEES ARRIVE
later this month for their one-off
concert, they’re expected to
announce that “Saturday Night



Fever” will be staged in Sydney
during the Olympic year. Impatient
Australians who plan to go to
London to see the show have to
wait 14 months, such is the show’s
popularity there.

+ THE LOCAL VERSION OF WOMAD
is held every two years in Adelaide’s
Botanic Park (hence its name,
WOMADelaide). But Sydney might
get it next year as a result of Olympic
hysteria. WOMAD’s artistic director,
Rob Brookman, has had tentative
talks with Olympic organisers but
nothing definite will be announced
until May.

* AFTER ALMOST A YEAR OF
negotiations with EMI Publishing’s
Steve Backer in L.A., The Living
End has signed a worldwide deal
with the company. It includes

the material on the band’s multi-
platinum debut album, issued in
Australia and New Zealand by
Modular/EMI, and to the rest of the
world by Reprise/Warner. Living
End, currently touring the U.S. with
Offspring, made the announcement
in New York.

* THE FOURTH NATIONAL
Entertainment Industry
Conference will be held August 6
and 7 in Sydney. There will be more
than 50 local and international
speakers in eight seminar sessions,
and a TechXpo music-technology
and online-music exhibition. The
theme is “The Technology, Arts &
Business Of Music” and an expected
audience of 500 will be able to to
obtain advice on how to bypass
traditional music-biz systems, collect
royalties from the Net and compila-
tions, and avoid costly mistakes in
deals. Other topics covered include
technology and observations from
record- company managing direc-
tors. The site for info and registra-
tion (which costs $250 for two days)
is http://www.immedia.com.au/tab.

* A SINGER'S MANAGER SIGNED

a $2 million deal for her client to
endorse a hair product. Alas, the
singer, who didn’t know, had that
very afternoon gone for an image
change and chopped her locks off.
Exit, stage right, 2 million bucks.

*+ JoHN NEEDHAM (WHO RAN
Sydney indie Citadel Records) and
Tim Pittman (manager of many

indie acts including the Hard-Ons)
have set up One Way Street Records
to launch fresh indie talent. OWS

is distributed through Festival in
Australia and New Zealand, and
through Citadel’s networks in
Europe. It launches itself with
releases by the Hard-Ons (with some
material produced by Ed Kuepper),
Norwegian punk band The
Wonderfools (who signed with the
Aussie label to guarantee European
release!) and Nunchukka Superfly.

* NEW ZEALAND ACT SHIHAH

is moving to Melbourne in two
months. The band has made 10 trips
to Australia in the last year and
figures they must be doing some-
thing right; newly acquired Aussie
fans think they’re Australian.

* AussiE EAGLES TRIBUTE BAND,
Hotel California, and their manager,
Craig Symons of Uptempo Interna-
tional, leave Australia on April

13 to perform in Armenia. The
Melbourne-based act will perform
at a 6,500-seat stadium in the capital
city of Yerevan. The band was
informed by concert organiser
David Manukian that they are the
first act from another continent to
perform in that city.

+ MicHAEL COPPEL PRESENTS
announced five theatre shows for
British band Placebo, whose “Pure
Morning” received strong triple-]
airplay and whose new album,
Without You I'm Nothing, entered
the Top 40 after three weeks of
release. Dates include the Brisbane
Arena (April 25), Sydney Metro (26),
Melbourne’s Prince of Wales (29),
Adelaide’s Heaven (May 2) and
Adelaide’s Metropolis (4).

* WILLIE NELSON MIGHT BE
interested to know that the 11.3
hectare property on the Gold Coast
he unsuccessfully bid for years

ago - it’s so huge it has two houses
on it - is back on the market. It was
bought by another rock ‘n’ roll
veteran, Jade Hurley, who is now
selling because he wants to refocus
on his singing career.

* MiCHAEL HUTCHENCE'S FATHER,
Kel, is running for election in the
New South Wales Upper House as
part of a new party called the
Speranza Public Health Team that
urges action on suicide and drugs.
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Hutchence, who was lead singer with
INXS, took his life in a Sydney hotel
room in November 1997.

* NATALIE IMBRUGLIA’S 19-YEAR-
old sister, Michelle, will be featured
flogging a new ice-cream flavour
called Bitz on TV. Well, Natalie got
her illustrious start doing a TV ad
for Twisties. Speaking of which,
published reports here have

Natalie dating Canadian race driver
Jacques Vileneuve. They met at

the Grand Prix in Melbourne earlier
this month.

PATRONS AT SYDNEY’Ss ROUND
Midnight club in Kings Cross were
startled when Jewel got onstage for
two songs. Jewel’s band member
Tony Hall has been known to drop
in and play at the club since touring
here with the Neville Brothers in
1991. Jewel sang at the club just
hours after her concert at the State
Theatre finished.

* THE BEATLES’ COMPANY, APPLE,
has sent a stern letter containing the
term “breach of contract” through-
sut it to an Auckland eatery called
Sgt. Pepper’s Steak House. The
restaurant is a shrine to the band,
with Beatles records and memora-
bilia lining its walls. Apple expressed
concern that patrons could be
“tricked” into believing the restau-
rant was endorsed by the Fab Four.
Apple was alerted to the place by
Save Animals From Exploitation,
which said the steakhouse is an
affront to Sir Paul McCartney and

George Harrison, who are
vegetarians. Steak House boss David
Wallace has removed silhouettes of
the Beatles from signs and menus on
advice from his lawyer but noted that
he catered to vegetarians, too.

+ ALISTAIR COLA, KEYBOARD
player for ‘80s band Kids In The
Kitchen, has been sentenced to two
and a half years jail time for traffick-
ing $80,000 worth of ecstasy. Thirty-
five-year-old Cola pleaded guilty to
one count of trafficking after being
arrested at Melbourne airport last
November carrying 1,005 tablets.
Cola’s lawyer told the court that the
musician had gone to Sydney to
recover $10,000 he had lent a friend.
The dude supposedly left the
country with the money, but Cola
found a bag of ecstasy in his vacated
house and decided it was a way to
reclaim his money.

* CITING DWINDLING AUDIENCES,
New York-based promoter Cameron
Mackintosh closed his Sydney
operations after 14 years. Twenty-
three jobs were lost. He will organise
his musicals from New York; execu-
tive producer John Robertson will
represent the company downunder.
Mackintosh produced some of

the most successful musicals here,
including “Cats,” “Miss Saigon”

and “Phantom Of The Opera.” His
company is currently staging the
10th anniversary production of
“Les Miserables” in Auckland and
co-producing “Rent” with the
Sydney Theatre Company. «
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CONCERT BANDWIDTH

POLLSTARS OF THE
The Internet’s Most Requested Concert Tours
q
Last Week  This Week Artist Power Index
3 | Bruce Springsteen & E Street Band 1.000
NEW) 2 Dave Matthews Band 805
P It looks as if the recording industry has The site utilizes Nullsoft’s SHOUT technol- I 3 KORN / Rob Zombie 793
a lot more to worry about than MP3 piracy. ogy and the Winamp player. “At a time when J 4 ‘N Sync J48
A new study sponsored by Macrovision Corp. the mainstream of the music business is trying 4 5 “George Strait Country Music Festival” 73|
and conducted by Merrill Research and Associ- to figure out how to embrace this technology 5 6 Aerosmith 641
ates reports that consumers have 30 million  with broad strokes, we are excited to be 6 7 Metallica 550
unauthorized CD ROM copies, connecting to our fans this way,” said Grand B 8 John Mellencamp 49
worth about $! billion, and more than half of Royal President Mark Kates. 1 9 Alanis Morissette 459
these copies have displaced what would have 9 10 Marilyn Manson / Hole 446
been purchases. b ASCAP (US), Buma-Stemra I'l I'; :°!:";g S :;8
Although the study was focused on (Netherlands) and the MCPS-PRS Alliance e -
R, 3 13 Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers 401
computer software, it's just as easy to copy (U.X.) have agreed to create a shared - p
y sy . . . 8 14 Shania Twain 398
amusic (D as it is a (D ROM and the study computerized service center to handle music -
. ; . - P : 12 15 Barenaked Ladies 393
reports that shipments of (D-recordable drives  rights processing. All three societies will begin
i . e . 17 16 Sugar Ray / Everlast 3n
have already exceeded 7 million units. The developing information systems specs for 10 7 Sheryl Crow 369
study estimates that “U.S. penetration of a joint “back office” for performing and 3 18 Goo YGOO Dolls '32I
(D-recordable devices will more than double mechanical rights. The trio’s shared server 19 19 Backstreet Boys '3“
by 2001. Evsn more tellm‘g‘ IS @ survey of 300 will likely be in the Netherlands. 0 20 The Offspring 300
young adult “trend setters” commissioned by 3 2 Beastie Boys 9
MTV that repprted (D-recordable devices were » George Strait’s March 27th 1 n KIsS 381
next on the st of planned performance at Tampa’s Raymond |ames by] 23 Elton John 260
computer purchases. Stadium will be the source of several “firsts.” 36 24 Lenny Kravitz 256
It will be Strait’s first live performance U 25 Ani DiFranco 252
» Another MP3 piracy case has made the webcast. It will also be the first webcast using 28 26 Billy Joel 251
news and this time, it's not about unauthorized  an HDTY source and the first country music 18 27 Jay-Z / DMX 248
music files but the software that plays them. concert recorded in HDTVY. The I1-camera 16 28 R.EM. 241
PlayMedia Systems has filed a federal webcast can be viewed at www.geargestrait.com 34 29 Black Crowes 29
copyright lawsuit in U.S. District Court in and will be streamed in several data rates 1 30 Everclear 22!
Los Angeles claiming that Nullsoft, maker including 28.8 kbps, 56 kbps and ISDN. 3l 3 Dixie) Wisks 2
of the Winamp MP3 player, pirates ) 32 Lauryn Hill 2l
s ; . 38 33 Celine Di 198
technology from PlayMedia’s AMP Audio MPEG » 1f you can name one subject you really D — ‘N:illn[e)ia::nd .
Player (AMP). hate, plus several plural nouns that are related s 3% ) - 3
h | 3 . ave Matthews & Tim Reynolds 188
The lawsuit alleges that the code for AMP to the subject, along with your favorite color, 9 36 Slayer 187
was written by Tomislav Uzelac, a PlayMedia poet and the name of an ex-boyfriend or % 37 MxPx ‘I85
principal, aﬂd that NulIsoft copied the (qde girlfri?nd, thert you're ready for the ‘ 39 38 Garbage :I84
to create Winamp. Accor('ilng to 'PIayHedla, Alanis Morissette Bandom Lyric 1 39 Orgy 180
Nullsoft unsuc.cessfully me(.i to I](ense the code General.tor. at brunching.comytays/ I 3 20 Rod Stewart m
from PlayMedia. After the licensing attempt toy-alanislyrics.heml.
fell through, Nullsoft allegedly claimed o . : Artists are ranked by the number of times their itinerary is requested by fans
. U8 i L g According [_0 the Web site, once you fill out visiting the pollstar.com Web site on the Internet. This site receives more than
that Winamp “no longer uses any ?omon the short questionnaire, the generator will 23 million hits per month. The Power index is determined by ranking the artists
of the AMP code that may be proprietary to “spill out a #1 hit song that you can ride all as a percentage of the chart leader.

Tomislav Uzelac.”

PlayMedia alleges that Nullsoft’s claims
were false and that the company continued
to use the AMP code in Winamp and other
“derivative works.” PlayMedia is seeking
damages in exc